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CHAPTER XIV 

ill UN Ut ILHttOU I ROM IHl FILL 01 THJ nUONDISTfl TO THE DEATH (>I 

D\.NXON—4U^L2 179J--MVRCU *)! 1791 


1 Till rtik of a mob Bars Ans 

IcUli, istlu orrtt of tynmmoH, ** autl 

hovxptmuct liw piovid it, from the 
i lima ot Uk AtLtnian domocncy to 
th* xiroMCiiptions of the Pienth Rt\olu 
ti m Th( luLson ih one v^hub ilwaya 
iiolilA uml must rviuim nualteriit wbik 
MRuty iLUiuus In conK&iB for {xiwii, 
imoii irth In’S, in x>t-aii il, todreod otiiy 
*Ik i iiorts of a ri\ ol for the throne on 
nisi on i( the jsandamy of a fiction 
III th( nobility, tho ]K)|»uIioo, tht mu 
^i.dU<o ol ill thi superior ilasBcB in the 
t*t lU Ihnci, the Bufi ty ol the iiidt is 
Ubiiallr Htctiud }>} the doeiruftiou of a 
single n val audhisimniudiatc ndhereuta, 
ilu jcdoiwyol tlu secondcxtinguihhed 
by the pioeenption or exile i>f a liimted 
iiRiiibtr ol fanulicri but tho ttirors of 
tilt list itqnnethedebtrmtiouof'ivLole 
rmkH 111 hoenty They comtuntly loel 
t hat, il tht y do not destroy the superior 
cluwoft m the state, thi y wiU, m tho long 
mn, full ii^n under th<ir intliunoo, 
and tin 11 leaders lu oousctiuonco besub^ 
jeoted to piuiishmeut. Hence the en 
vcuonicd ind reieutless amuiosity by 
iihich they are actuated toward them. 
•Sitailai foelingH are not expenenoedfm 
neoily tho same dt-^iot by the holders 
of property on tho resumption of poT^er, 
bt-t luae they are not felt to be neoossaiy 

'* Tivfwr r«» tv(»9uiMv rtXturtum ^ 
UusroiEi, Jk J*Qliticu 
VOX IIL 


for the securing of their authority Moo 
sim s dictAtul by the dl^pad ot iiiflivi 
duals become unnecessary when thij 
hive ptnshed those kvolled against 
the intiuence of chumos rcquiie to be 
jntrsued till the tlohs itself is dustioved 
2 It was not a more thirst for blood 
which mode Mai it and Hobi sjnerre di 
dare and ac*t upon tlio ]>rmciph, that 
thtie could be no secunty for the He 
public till two hundred and sixty thou 
sand heads had fsllen Hanlly any men 
ore cruel for cruelty a sake, we h adt i s 
of the Jacobins were not more bo than 
the reckless and unbitious ot any oth( i 
country would be, if exposed to tht in 
fiuenci of sunilai passions Ambition 
IS tho otigin of desperate measures be 
cause il renders men sensible only ol 
the dictates of on insatiable passion 
terror is tho most common souico of 
cruelty Meu esteem the lives of otheis 
lightly when then own are at stake 
The rcvoiutiuuoiy mnovuiious being 
directed against the whole aiistocntic 
and influential classes their vengeance 
was felt to be implacable, and no aecu 
ntv could be exyiecteil to the democratic 
leaders, till their whole opponents were 
destroyed Thence tho incessant, and 
often iidioulqpB, dread of a counter 
revolutionary movement, which was 
evinced by the democratic party, and 
which BO often impelled them into the 

A 



2 


HISTORY OP EUROPE 


most Bangnimry measures, when there 
was m redity tio dui^u to ht apple 
hended * lu the sti ife of contending 
classes, the sphere of individual veu 
geance was fearfully augmented Kot 
one, but hftj leaders liad teirors to al 
lay, iivalfc. to e-ttinguiBli hatred to gra 
tify Amidst the contests loi induenct, 
and the di ead of revenge, every man 
Bacnhccd his individual to his ]K>btical 
connexions private iiitndslnp, jiublic 
character, yielded to tht foi<o of pei 
Bonal apprehension, oi the vthemtuoc 
of individual ambitiuu A forced coali 


tion, between the most dissimilai cha¬ 
racters, took pi ice from the pressure of 
suiulu danger, fi lends gave up friends 
to the vengeance ut political advei sancs, 
individual aecuntv private revenge, 
were purchased by the aacnfico ol m 
ciciit attachment 

3 trance experienced the truth of 
the?e pnnciijles with unmitigated seve 
nty dunng the latei stages of the Reao 
lution But it WeiS not immediate!} that 
the leaders of thevictonous faction ven 
tilled upon the practical application of 
their principles The firet deling with 
the multitude, on the overthrow of the 
Guondiste, was exultation at the vie 
tory they had gained, and Unbounded 
luitiGipations of felicity from the as 
sumption of power by the most popular 
and vehementof their demagogues The 
most extravagant joy prevailed amonj^ 
the Jacobins at their decisive tnnmph 
“ The i>eople, said Robespierre, “ have 
by tl eir conduct confounded all their 
opponents Eighty thoubaiid men have 
b^n under aims nearl} a week, and not 
one shop has been pillaged, not one diop 
of blood shod They have proved by 
that whether the accusation was woU 
founded, that they wished to profit by 
tl^ disorders to commit murder and 
pillage Then msurrectioii was spon 


* Bo tnio ore the words of ICetaataslo--- 
~ t in qual fiinesta emarai 
Aquaatl 

iKUtti i^hliga un solo f £ come oh Bio 
Un estaemo mi porta oil altro osfcremo I 
Son cTudel i)erdt)% temo # temo appunto 
Perohh sou si crodel CongumtA in guisa 
B al mto timor U onidelta, the 1 una 
Noll altro si tra sforma o lun dellaltra 
E cagione cd cfTetto 

Ctro Actii scone 3 


[chap XIV 

taneoua, the result of a universal mo 
ral conviction, and the Mountain, itself 
feeble and irresolute, show ed that it had 
no hand in producing it The uiaur 
rection was a gieat moial and jiopuloi 
effort, worthy ot the enlightened peo 
pie among whom it arose Tht poopk 
of Palis have afforded an examine which 
mi} well make all the monorchs of iht 
earth tremble, and silence the caluni 
mes they pour forth against us All 
we have to do now is to complete oui 
tnumph, and destiny the RojaJists 
We must gam pcjs&cssion of the tom 
mittees, and spend our nights in fi tin 
mg good laws Undoi such plausible 
colours did tht Rtvolutnmists Mil i 
movement which destio}<d the only 
remnants of viitue in the demnti ity, 
and dehveud o\er h ranee in letteis to 
the Reign ol Tenor 

4 The aspect of the Convention 
aftei this greal event, was cntirtly 
changed fi om w hat it had t \ 11 be c u 
before Tenor had masttitd its n 
bistance, pro&eiiption ha«l thinned its 
ranks The hall was gtueially bihnt 
The right, and the majonty of iht 
centie, never voted, but setmctl, by 
their withdiawal from any active part, 
to condemn the whole piocoedings of 
the Jacobins, and await mtelhgciico 
from tho provincob as the signal for 
action The debates of tho legislature 
as th<-y appear in tho Momteur, and 
denly conti act luf^ nothing All tlu 
decrees proposed by the i uJing part} 
were adopted m silence without any 
discussion I5y A decree of tl»e Con 
vention, the whole power of govern 
ment was vested in the hands of the 
Decemvirs till the conclusion of a gc 
neral peace They made no conctal 
ment of the despotic nature of tho au 
thonty With which they were thus in 
vested. You have nothing now to 
dread,” said St Just, the one 

mies of freedom, all we have to dd is 
to make its fn^s tnnmphant, and 
mat must be dono at all hazards In 
the miticil situation of the Republic, 
it IS lu vain to re establish tho eonsti 
tutlon it would offer impunity to 
every attack ou liberty, by wanting 
the force to repress such You ate 
too far removed from conspiracies to 



HISTORY OP EUROPE 


1793] 

have the means of checking them, the 
sw ord of the law must be intnuat^ to 
purer hands, it must turn everywhere, 
and fall T^ith the rajjidity of lightning 
on ill Its enemies. In silent dread the 
Aspi mblj and the people heard the ter 
libit declaiation its justice was um 
versoUy acknowledged All now saw 
that the insupportable evils of auarchy 
toiild only be arrtsted by the Bangui 
nary arm of despotism 

^ But the necessity of some ct^utral 
executive power was sj>ecdily felt, to 
make head against the innumerable 
dangers and difhcultits, ti.ternal and 
inteinaJ, in which braiict wote involved 
he idmiuistraiion hod been in the 
hands of th( Girondists, some central 
pow er was mdiPponsably retpiired, on 
then overthif)W, to put a penod to the 
anarchy which thieatencd the countiy 
Th< C ommiUee of Public Salvatun pre 
stated the pkejetou ol a government 
alre idy iomxk d Created some months 
before, it was at first composed of the 
neutral party , the victorious Jacobins, 
after the 31st May, found themselves 
in fMissession ot its powei Kobes 
pierre, bt Just Couthon, IhUaud Va 
lennes, and Collot d Herbois were sue 
ceswvcly elected membem, and speedily 
ejected H3rault dc fcrtSchellcb, and the 
othei partiianp of Danton * 1 o the 
ruhug Jacobins, the diifeient de}>art 
xnents of government were aasigncd 
St Just WOH intrusted with the duty of 
denouncing its enemies, Couthon with 
biinging fomtrd its general measures, 
Biliaud Varennes and Collot d Herbois 
with the management of the depart 
ments , Carnot was made nunistoi of 
w IT, Barite, the panegj nst and orator 
of the government KoboapieiTe, gene 
ral dictator over all 
6 Wl^le the practical administration 
ol affairs was thus lodged with despotic 

* The Committee of Public Salvation was 
not immediately altered after the ^Ist May 
On lOth July it was changed and 
Jeon BonSt \ndrt? Gasparm Couthon Thu 
riot St Just Priour(do U Morno) H^ault 
deS^iollcs andH I^ndetwero(hosoainem 
bet s Ou 27tli J uly Rubospienre was elected 
lu r(K)Tn ot G lepann Oamot and I^ur (de 
la r^te d Or) were added on the 14th Augnst 
and Billaud Varoimos OolJot d Herbois. and 
Garatosin on the Ctb September—'iMoirr 
J^arleiMntairef xxviix 147 


power m the hands of the Committee 
of Public Salvation, the geneiul super 
intendence of the police was vested in 
another Committee, styled of General 
Safety, subordinate to the former, but 
KtiU possessed of most formidable au 
thority Infenor to both in power and 
now deprived of much of its political 
importance by the vast mfiucnce ol the 
Committee oi Public Salvation, the mu 
nicipality of Pans began to turn its at 
tcutiou to the internal legulation of tho 
city, and there exercised its power with 
the most despotic ngour It took un 
der its cognisance the police of the 
metropolis, tho pubhc subsisttnce, the 
markets, the pubhcworsbip,thetheatie, 
the couitesans, and framed on all these 
subjects a variety ot minute and vexa 
tious legulatious, which were speedily 
adopted over all b ranee Chaumette, 
its pubhc accuser, ever sure of the ap 
plause of the multitude, especial!^ w hen 
he toimeuied their creditors, exorted 
in all these particulars the most rigoi 
OU8 authority Consumed by an in 
cessant desire to subject everything to 
new regulations, contmuiUy actuated 
by the wish to mvade domestic liberty, 
this legislator of the market places and 
warehouses became daily moic vexa 
tious and formidable, while Pache, the 
mayor, indolent and impertuibabk, 
agreed to everything which was pro 
posed, and left to Chaumette all the 
inffuence of popularity with the rabble 
7 The coirespondence which the 
Jacobins earned on over all kiwnoc, 
with the most aident and factious m 
the towns and villages, speedily gave 
them the entire direction of tin coun 
try, and rendered the Committee of 
Public Solvation at Pans, resting on 
the support of then centr^ club, alto 
gether irresistible from one end cf tho 
Eepubhc to the other It was the com 
mand \^ich that party, as the most 
violent ol the Revoluhomsts^had evmy 
where obtamed of the "^in^atiacies, 
which was the secret of this tetnble 
power The Jacobins of Fms were 
the lucamubion of the whole civil and 
military force of the commmiwealth, 
tho Committee of PuBlio Salvation was 
the incarnation of the Jacobins of Pans, 
and Bobei^erre was the Avatar who 
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persoziified the Committee of Public 
SalYotion The dempcratio party, m 
possession of all the municipalities m 
tbedepartments m consequenceoftheir 
being 6lecte4 by unirer^ 8ufh[‘age— 
armed with lie powers of a terrible po 
hce, intrusted with the right of making 
domicihaty visits, of disarming or im 
pnsonmg the suspected persons—soon 
obtained irresistible authority In 
Tam the armed sections and battalions 
of the natiomd guard m some places 
strove to resist, want of union and or 
ganisatiou parsdysed all their efforts 
In almost all the provincial towns of 
France they had courage enough to 
take up arms, and sometimes endear 
cured withstand thedreadful tyranny 
of the magistracies, but these bodies, 
based on the support and election of 
the multitude, m the end everywhere 
prevailed over the whole class of pro 
priethrs, and all the peaceable citi 2 sens, 
who in vain invoked the liberty, tiau 
quilhty, and security to property, for 
the preseivatiDu of which they were 
enrolled. This was, generally speaking 
the situation of parties over all France, i 
though the strife was more ardent in ! 
those situations where the masses wei^ 
densest, and danger most evidently 
threatened the revolutionary puifcy 
8 The spirit of faction had been for 
long, m an especial manner, conspicuous 
it Lyons A (dub oi Jacobins some 
time previously been there formed, 
composed of deputies from all the clubs 
of note in the south of France, at +he 
head of which was an ardent Repubh 
can, of Italian ongm, named Clndier, a 
man of the most atrocious oharactei, 
who was at the same tune an officer of 
the municipality and president of the 
civil tribunal The Jacobins had got 
pOBjAfssion of all the offices in the mu 
nicipality except the mayoralty, which 
was still m the hands of a Girondist of 
the name of Xeviire The Jacobin 
Club made use of the utmost efforts 
to diaplioe him, loudly demanded a 
Revolutionaiy Tribunal, and paraded 
thi ough the sti^eets a guiUetine noept* 
ly sent dowm from Pans, ‘*to stnke 
terror into the traitors and anstocrats ** 
Chaher was at the head of all these re 
rolutionary movements, and with such 
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success were his efforts attended, that, 
for four days m August 1792, the city 
of Lyons was the pi'er of anarchy and 
murder, and the whole of the autumn 
of that year, and spring of 1798, had 
been passed in the most vehement strife 
between the twro parties A list of eight 
hundred persons who had signed a 
petition in favoui of moderate govern 
ment, was kept by Cliaher, and they 
were all doomod to death the day ot 
the massacie being fixed ioi the 0th 
May, when also a. Revolutionary Tn 
bun^ was to be established On the 
other hand, the armed Heettons, com 
posed of the shopkeepers and bettci 
class of citizens who were strongly at 
tached to the pimciples of the Qiioik! 
ists, vigorously exerted themselves to 
resist the establishment oi a tnbtuiil 
which was shedding such torient'5 oi 
blood in the capital Lviiything al 
ready announced that dtsperatc stnlc 
of which this devoted city soon be 
came the theatre 

9 In the utbei town» m the south of 
Franco the Girondists were all power 
fill and the utmost horror at the nn 
nrchic^al party, who had obtained the 
ascendancy at Pans and in tlie nortli 
mi provinces, was ili eoily < onspicnous 
Rennes Caen, Eaieux, 'NLirseille^ Tou 
louse, Nimes, Saintt« Grenoble, Bii> 
onne, all 6hare<l their bcntunents Ai 
moht all the dt puties w ho formed the 
party of the Giionde came from these 
towns, and their pimoiplcs perlectly rt 
pieseuted the feelings by which the 
great mi\]onty of tlie better class of citi 
zens was animated f rom the mouth 
of the Rhone to that of the Got onne, 
these sentiments wei e neai ly universal 
and in some even tho munieipahties 
were in the hands of the moderate part> 
At Bordeaux these pnnciples were ho 
s^ng that they already bothered on 
Royahst feelings , while the w liole 
country, from the Gironde and the 
entrance of the Loire, by the shoies of 
the boean to the mouth of the St me, 
was openly attached to the ancient in 
stitutious of the country, and beheld 
with undisguised horroi tho atrocities 
with which the Revolutionary party at 
Pans had already stained their career 
10 Such was the state of public feel 
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mg m France, when the Revolution of 
Slst May, and the fall of the Girondiets, 
took place That catastrophe set the 
whole of the Bouthem departments into 
a flimp the imprisonment of the de 
putics of the national representatives < 
b> the mob of Pans, the open assump 
tion of government by the mumcipahty 
of that city, excited the most profound 
indignation In most of tho cities the 
magistracy hid fallen, as already ob 
served, into the hands of the Jacobins,' 
who were supported by the parent club 
at Pans and the Lxccntive, while the; 
irnied sections wci e attached to the op* 
posite views The catastrophe of the 
Girondists at Pans brought these con 
Dieting powers almost everywhere into 
collision ^At I' vreux, the Jacobin au 
thonties wen. put under arrest and an 
tuned force of foui thousand men was 
oi'ganiaed at MarseilloB, the sections 
rose against the municipality and vio 
Icntly seized j^ossession of the magis 
ti"icy, at Lj uns, a furious combat took 
place —the sections took the Hotel de 
Yille by assault, dispossessed the ma 
gistiocy, shut up tlie Jacobin Club, and 
gained the command of tlic citv At 
Bordeaux the anest of the Girondists 
of whoso talents thi inhabitants Avert 
justly proud excitt d the most violent 
sensation, w Inch w is bi ought to a ci isis 
by the arrival of sevt ral of the fugitive 
deputies, who announced that their il 
lustrioufi brtthrtn were in fetters and 
in houily expictation of death. Cries 
of fury weie uumeibately heard m all 
tho streets, a genual feeling of indig 
nation and of despau impelled the citi 
.^cna to their several rallying points 
The armed sections were quickly m 
motion, and the municipal authorities, 
elected during the first fervour of the 
Revolution, wrote tothe executive coun 
cil at Pans, that they were depnved of 
all power, and unable to say what events 
a day might bring fortL 
11 On the 13th June the department 
of Eure gave the signal of msurre^on 
The plan agreed on was, that four thou 
sand men mould march u^n Pans to 
bberate the Convention Great part of 
Normandy soon followed the example, 
and all the departments of Bnttany were 
ere long m arms The whole valley of 


the Loire, with the exception of that 
which was the theatre of the war of La 
Vendtfe, proposed to send deputies to 
Bourges to depose the usurping facbou 
at Pans At Bordeaux the sensation 
was extreme All the constituted au 
thonties Asembled together, erected 
themselves into a committee styled of 
Public Salvation, declared that the Con 
vention was no longer free, appointed 
an armed foice, and despatched couners 
into all the neighbounng departments 
Marseilles sent forth a determined peti¬ 
tion, the whole mountaineers of the 
Jura were m a ferment, and the de 
partments of the Rhone, the Garonne 
and the Pyrenees, joined themselves W 
the vast confederacy So far did the 
spint of revolt proceed, that at Lyons, 
as alieady detailed, a prosecution was 
instituted against Chalior and the lead¬ 
ers of the Jacobin Club, whose pmjects 
for a repetition of the massacies m bep 
tember at Pans had now been fully 
brought to hght, and deputies to con 
cert measures for their common safety, 
were received from Marseilles, Bor 
deaux, and Caen Seventy departments 
were in a state of inBurreetion, and 
fifteen only remained wholly devoted 
to the faction Avhicb had mastered the 
Convention 

12 Opinions were divideil at Pans 
how to meet so fonnidable a danger 
Bar^re proposed, in the name of the 
Commit^e oP Public Salvation, that 
the revolutionary committees, which 
had become so formidable throughout 
France from their numerous arrests, 
should be eveiywhere annulled, that 
the primary assemblies should be os 
sembled at Pans to name a commander 
of the armed foice m lieu of Hennot, 
who had been denounced by the insur¬ 
gents , and that thirty deputies slmuld 
be sent as hostages to the provinces. 
But tile Jacobins were not disposed to 
any measures of conciliation Robes 
pierre adjourned the consideration of 
tiio report of the committee, and Dan 
ton, nuBing the voice so well known 
in all tile ^frila of the Involution, ex 
claimed—The Revolution has passed 
through many crises, and it will sur 
vive tms as it has done the others It 
IS in the moments of a great produc- 
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tion that political^ like physical bodies, 
seem menaced by an approaching de 
atruction The thunder rolls, but it is 
in the midst of its roar that the great 
work ubich is to consummate the hap 
pmess of twenty fire millions of men 
will be occomplishedL ReoHleot what 
happened at the tunc of the conspiracy 
of Lafayette In what state wore we 
then ? 1 he patnots proscribed or op 
pressed, civil wai threatemng every 
where. Now we aie in the same situ x 
tiotu It IB said the insuireotion m 
Fans has occasioned distuibancea m 
the departments I Let us declare in the 
face of the universe, that Paris glonea 
in the revolt of SI st May, and that, u ith 
out the cannon of that day, the conspi 
raters would have triumphed, and we 
should have been slaves *' In this spi 
nt tile Convention, instead of yielding, 
adopted the most vigoious measures, 
and fifioke m the most menacing strain 
They declared th tt Piris, in pi icing it 
self in Ute ot insuiTeotion, bad de 
seived well of the country, that the 
arrested deputies should iorthwith be 
lodged in prison like ordinary cnmmide, 
that a call of the Couveuition should be 
made, and all those absent without ex 
cuse be mstantly expelled, and their 
pi ice supplied by new representatives 
*tlmt ill attempts at correspondence or 
coahtion among the departmental au 
thonties were illegal, and that ttiose 
who presided in them should forthwith 
be sent to Paris They annulled the 
resolutic n of the dejuirtment of the 
Eure, 1 rdered ail the refractoiy autbo 
rities to be sent to the Revolutionary 
Tribunal, and sent the most ardent Ja 
cobins into the provinces to enforce sub 
mission to the central government 
13 These vigorous measures ejQfectu 
dly hn>ke this formidable league The 
depurtmenta, little accustomed to resist 
the authority of government at 
Pans, returned one by one to aubmis 
biodl Hostile preparatioiia were made 
at Bordeaux, Lyons, Rou^, and Mar 
seilles, but tho inauigents, without a 
leader or ceniand point of* union, and 
destitute of all support from the nobi 
lity and natural chie& of the oountty, 
ware unable in most jfiaces to struggle 
With the energetic Committeo of Pu^o 


Salvation, wielding at will the array, 
the Jacobin clubs, and the mumcipa 
lities. France now felt the fatal con 
sequonoes of the centralifiation of all 
power m Pans by the Constituent As 
sembly, of the democratic election of 
all the provincial authonties by uni 
veraal suffrage, and of tho general de 
sertion of their oounti-y by the emigrant 
noblesse These causes had utterly pro 
fitrated the stiength of the provinces, 
and ali'eady eveiywhere established m 
absolute foice the despotism ot the ca 
pitaL Th^ continued their prepat a 
tions, however, and refused to send the 
prosenbed authontios to Pans, but 
their ardoui gradually cooled, and in 
two months the germ ot revolt existed 
only in vigour at Lyons, Icmlqut and 
Marseilles, where it brought About those 
bloody oatostiophes which hare been 
already recoided 

14 rho great engine w hich the Jaco 
bins in ide use of to infiame the popular 
passions ogamst their opponents, and 
counteiacl the general burst of mdigna 
tion which followf d m tlie deportments 
the proscription of the Girondists, was 
the (barging them with the project of 
destroying the unity ot the Hepubhe, 
and establishing instead of one mighty 
state, a fedeiul union of small i*epub 
lies. Th^t this pioject was entertained 
by many of the Girondists is certain 
nor indeed could they well avoid m\ 
lously w ifihiug for the establishment of 
such a fiyateni, considering the meal 
cul ible evils which they saw coming on 
then country and themselvee, by the 
centrahsatioa of ail pow*r in the hands 
of a Violent and sanguinary faction at 
Pans, and the apparent proai>enty and 
liafipmesa which, underfeder^ sys 
tem, tho United States were enjoying 
But the Jacobms by incissaijitly ropw 
sentmg that design os amounting, as in 
fact it ^d, to a partition of I ranee, and 
as rendeiing it wholly unable to resist 
the |.ttacks of theKuropeaumouaicbies 
succeeded m generally rousing the nu 
tional spirit against the fallen party, 
and cooling the ardour of those in the 
departments who had taken up arms in 
thcor defence On the other hand, the 
leadingpnnmple of the Jacobms which 
m a great degree produced their popu 
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lanty in Pans, was the oonstunt deter 
mmation they e^ meed and acted on^ to 
centraliseeveijthmg in the capital, and 
render it all in tdl over France * Mean 
while the reaction at I yens, whore, dur 
mg the hr'st burst of public indignation 
<it the arrest ot the Girondists, the fe 
del al party had gamed an entiie ascen 
4i mey becaine tc mblo The Revolu 
tiouary Tribunal, established by the 
lacobins for the dcstiuctiou of then 
enemies, now seized by another party, 
M OK w oi ked with fearfiu efhoacy against 
themsches Numerous anests took 
place, and m July alont, eighty three 
persons Mere ordered to be brought to 
tiial before the Revolutionary Tiibunal 
it Lj ons, and though one only of those, 
Chahei, snifered death, yot it was at¬ 
tended >^ith circumBtancca of a very 
shocking kind Though h wenmee richly 
descivcd that punishment, yot was hia 
execution peculiarly hoinble Four 
times the guillotine (as yet a noiel m 
fitrument mtbat region) nusscdita blow, 
andhis head was at length severed from 
hi» body b> means of a knife 

15 IheConvention 8hort]yafter,iiow 
wholly under thepow er of the Jacobins, 
pioceedtd to tlic formation of a consti 
tutioii tho most democratic that ovei 
c )LiKttd ujHju earth h ight days com 
pitted the work Fvory hienchmau of 
twentj out years of age was entitled to 
oxticise the lights ot acitiven, a de 
I'Uty w la named bycvciy fifty thousand 
cituena On the 1st of May ol every 
a car, the piimary aascroblies were to 
meet, Without any convocation, to re 
now the deputies It was adopted w ith 
out discussion, and instantly circulated 
o\ tr dl hrance “Tho most democratic 
constitution that ever existed, said 
Robeepieire in the Jaoobms, “has is 
sued from the bosom of an assembly 
conipo^ecTofcounter rev olutiomsts, now 
purged of its unworthy members. We 
can now offer to the universe a consti 
tutional code, infinitely superior to any 
that ever txisttd, winch exlubits*the 

* To develop the idea that Pans is the 
real sphere ol the HcpuUio theeoutre of Go 
verument a novel failmgumiy tint it can 
exiht only by tbo revenues diawn from the 
de)iartujetiti( de Iatak Ue 

HuBESiffiBFX Papier# JmaiUs irouwt cJm 
UouESPiVR&cii u 


sublime and majestic image of French 
regeneration Wo may now despise the 
efforts of calumny, wo can say—There 
IB the answer of the patriot doputici, 
theie IS the work of the Mountain 
Chabot answered—“In this oonstitu 
tion, so lou^y praised, I see a power at 
once colossi and hbei'tine When you 
estnbbsh so jKiwerful an executive, ^ou 
sow anew the seeds of royalty I am 
told that this power has no <tetQ but 
what does that signify ^ I am asked, 
what will be the ^arantee ol liberty i 
X answer, the guiQotme ’ 

16 But there never was a greater 
mistake than to imagine that this con 
stitutiou, so republican in form, con 
ferred auy real liberties on the people 
Its only efiect was to concentrate the 
whole authority of tho state in the hands 
of a few popular leaders. Ihcnccfoi 
ward the Committee of Pubbo Salva¬ 
tion At Paias exercised, without opposi 
tion, all the powers of govommciit It 
named and dismissed the generals, the 
judges, and the juries, appointed the 
provincial authorities, brt u^ht forw iid 
ill public measures lu the Convention, 
aud launched its thunder ogainbt evuj 
opposing faction By means of its com 
imssioncis it ruled the provinces, gene 
lals, and ormits, with absolute sway 
and soon affcei, the I aw of Suspected 
Persons placed the pensional fret dom of 
eveiy subject at its dibposal the Re 
volutionary Tribunal rendered it the 
master of every life, the requisition*! 
ind the maximum, of eveiy fortune, 
the accusatious in the Convention, of 
eveiy member of the li^slature The 
Law of the Suspected, which augment¬ 
ed so prodigiously this tiemcndoiis 
powci of the Decemvirs, passed on the 
17th Septembci It declared all per 
sons liable to airtst, who, “eithen by 
their conduct, their lelations, their con 
versation, or their wilting, have shown 
themselves the partisans of tyianny or 
of fedeiation, or the enemies of free 
dom, all pcisona who have not dia 
charged then debts to the country, all 
nobleo, the ^husbands, wives, parents, 
children, biotheis, siatera, or agents of 
cmigtants, who have not incessantly 
manifested their devotion to the Revo 
lutioo ' Under ibis law, no person had 
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any chance of safety, but in going the 
atmost length of revolutionary fury * 
17 The establiahed revolutionary 
committees were declared the judges of 
the persons liable to arrest Then num 
ber augmented with frightful rapidity 
Pons h^ soon forty eight.« Every vil 
lage throughout the country followed 
its example m mstitutxng them The 
number of i evolutionary committees^ 
which sprang up m every part of the 
kingdomtocarry into execution thister 
nble law, was almost incredible Fifty 
thousand were soon in operation^ from 
Calais to Bayonne Five hundred thou 
sand persons, drawn from 'the dregs of 
society, disposed in these committees 
of the hyes and liberties of every man 
in France With generous rt solution, 
some men entered them with the de 
sign of anesting their opj>rLSsion they 
were soon expelled, to m ike way for 
mor« obedient minivers of the will of 
the dictators Every member of these 
committees received thiee francs anlay, 
and their number W'ls no less than 
540,000 It may readily he conceived 
that, m a starving community thirst^ 
ing for gold, the i evolutional y com 
mittees were not long of being filled up, 
with such encouragement Acooidingto 
the calculations of Oambon, the finance 
mmisterto the Convention,they cost the 
nation annually 591,000,000 of francs 
in assignats, or about £24,000,000 ster 

* This atrocious Uw as explained by a de 
c ree of the mi nlcimliiy of Pans, which was 
circulated ov«r all Fiance gave the following 
deduitiou of suspected persons 1 All those 
who in the assemblies of the people attest 
thou* enthusiasm by cries menaces or crafty 
discourses J All those who more prudently 
speak only of the mislorttmes of the Bepuh^ 
Uc and are always ready to spread bad nows 
with an afiheted air of sorrow 3 All those 
who have changed their conduct and Ian 
gua^ according to the oourse of events, who 
were mute on meenmtu of the Boyaliats and 
Federalists, and loudly exclaim against the 
dight faults of the B^bhoans 4 All those 
who bewail the situation of the ftumers or 
avariuous merchants who have had their pro 
petty taken troox them by the forced req^uisi 
tions. 5 Those who have the'^rda, liber¬ 
ty Country and * Bepublio in them 
mouths, who frequent the sociiity of priests, 
gentlemen, FeuUuuits Moderates, <ir Anste- 
crau or take an interest in their suff^^ings 
6 Those who have not taken an active part 
m supporting the cause of thb people, and 
excuse themselves for their lukswamuxess 


Img In the immense number of th^ 
most active, ambitiouB, and wicked of 
the people who were enlisted on the 
side of the revolutionary government, 
and personally interested in its preser 
vation, IS to be found the real secret 
of the firm establishment uid long cou 
tmuance of the Reign of Terror 

18 The calculations of these inferior 
agents of cniclt} soon outstripped those 
of their masters. Marat had asserted 
that 260,000 heads must fall before 
freedom was secure The revolution 
ary committees discovered that 700,000 
persons must be sacrificed The pii 
sons were ere long crowded with vie 
tims in every town in France A more 
speedy mode of disposing of them was 
proposed th m the massacre of 2d Sep 
tember “ Let them quake in their 
cells ** said Collotd Heibois in the Cou 
vention “ lot the base ti aitors tremble 
;at the successes of our enemies let a 
mine be dug under the prisons, and at 
the approach ot those whom they call 
liberat^i's, let a Apark blow them into 
the air ’ Ihe retreat of the allied ai 
mies renden d unnecessary the inhuman 
proposal at that moment, and famine, 
pestilence, and the giuUotme soon made 
its renew^ Buperfiuous Such was the 
rapidity of the executions that it ex 
ceeded, not only anything evei witness 
ed, but anything hitherto deemed pos 
sible “ In the namo of equabty, says 

by alloging their patrlotK^iits, or services in 
the national guard 7 Tnose who testified 
indiffbroncc ou the proclamation of tbo ^ 
publioan constitution or have expressed \ am 
fears os to its durability 8 All those who 
if they have done uouiing against liberty 
have done noUnng for it. 0 All who do not 
attend rec^urly the meetings of their sec 
tions and allege as an excuse that they do 
not like to speak m public, or that thuir time 
IB occupied by their private offlura 10 Those 
who Q)eak with contempt of the gonshtutod 
authorities the insignia of the law thopopu 
lar societies, or the defenders of Ubexty 11 
Those who have signed any anti re\olntioa 
ary petitions, or firaquentea societies or clubs 
of the higher classes IS AU who were par 
tisaib of Lafayette, or served under him m 
the execution of the Champ de Mara.—Under 
these ample dauses, oveiy one was embraced 
who was obnoxious to the Revolutionists 
and the number of prisoners in Paris alone 
was raised in a few c^ys from three hiuidred 
to Uiree thooeand, embracing all that re¬ 
mained of the eleE^ce of the Fauboiuv St 
Germabie —MuA rarl xxix 108 lit 
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the Repubhcan annalist^ “ they estab 
lished a band of permanent asBaBains 
iu the name of bberty, they transformed 
our mties into bastiles, in the name 
of justice, they everywhere erected a 
tnbunal to consummate murders, in 
the name of humanity, they poured 
forth everywhere rivers of blood Rob 
bety was unpumshed, spoliation de 
creed, divorce encouraged, prostitution 
pensioned, irreligion lauded, falsebood 
rewarded, tears interdicted An eye 
wet with pity led to the scaffold In 
fancy, old age, grace, beauty, gemus, 
worth, were alike conduct^ to the 
guillotme A general torpor paralj sed 
France the fear of death froze every 
heart its name was inscribed on every 
door 

19 This terrible power was every 
where based upon the co operation of 
the multitude That formidable body 
generally aided in extending the Reign 
of Terroi —in the clubs, by incessant 
denunciations of the opulent or respect¬ 
able classes, in the committees, by 
multiplying the number of vindictive 
committals They supported the sword 
of the Decemvirs, because it fell upon 
the class above themselves, and opened 
to the indigent the wealth and the em 
ployments of the better ranks in the 
state because it flatteied them by the 
poBsesBion of power, which they were 
wholly disqualified to exercise, and 
ruined the higher ranks, whom they 
had been taught to I'egard as their 
natural enemies. These revolutionary 
measures were executed over the whole 
extent of France with the last seventy 
C’onceived by the most ardent xnind^ 
they were violent in pnnciple, earned 
into effect far from the leadeis who 
framed them, they were rendered still 
more oppr^sive by the brutal character 
of the agents to whom their execution 
was intrusted. Fart of the citizens 
were compelled to quit thmr homes, 
others were immured in dungeons as 
suspected, the barnyards of the far 
mere, the warehouses of tlie merchants, 
the shops of the tradesmen, were for¬ 
cibly emptied for the use of the anmes 
or the government, and nothing but 
an elusory paper was given in excl^ge 
The forc^ loans were exacted with i^e! 


utmost ngour To one the commis 
Bioners said, “You are worth 10,000 
livres a year ,* to another, You have 
20,000and, to save their heads from 
the guillotme, they were happy to sur 
render their property to these demands 
Ifo better picture can be desired of the 
tyranny of these despotic commission 
ors than is furnished by the rcpoi-t of 
one of their number to tlie Convention 
“ Everywhere,' said Laplanche, who 
had been sent to the department or 
Cher, “1 have made terror the ordci of 
the day, everywhere 1 have impobcd 
heavy contributions on the nch and 
the anstociats. From Otleana 1 have 
extracted fifty thousand francs, and in 
two days, at Bouiges, 1 raised two mil 
lions wliere I coidd not appear m per 
son, my delegates have amply supplied 
my place 1 have dismissed all federal 
ists, imprisoned all the suspected, pub 
all the Sans culottes in authont;^ I 
have forcibly mamed all the priests, 
everywhere electrified the hearts and 
inflamed the courage of the people 
1 have passed in review numerous bat 
talions of the national guard, to con 
firm their lepubhcan spirit, and gml 
lotined numbers of Royalists In a 
word, I have completely fulfilled my 
impenal mandate, and acted evei^ 
where aa a warm partisan of the Moun 
tarn, and faithful representative of the 
Revolution ’ The Convention approved 
of hiB proceedings 

20 To obliterate as far as possible 
all former recollections, a new era was 
established Theychauged the divisions 
of the year, the names of the months 
and we^ The ancient and venerable 
institution of Sunday was abolished, 
the period of rest fixed at every tenth 
daj tune was measured by divisions 
of ten days, and the year was divMed 
into twelve equal months, beginning on 
the 22d September These changes 
were preparatory to a general abolition 
of the Christian religion, and substitu¬ 
tion of the worship of Reason m its 
stead. About the same tune, Hr Pitt 
was, by a decree of the Convention, 
declared an “ ^emy of the human 
race '* In the same sittmg, it was or 
dered that all the oastlu and chateaus 
in the mtorior shoidd be demolished. 
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The splendid piloof Versailloa narrowly 
escaped destruction os it w-w, the 
whole magiuHceni furniture it con 
tamed, the accumulation of contunes, 
was broken up and sold, and the royal 
apartiaenta were converted into bar 
racks for the Boldiem, by whom many 
of the finest of them were shamefully 
destroyed Straw bivouacs wtn strewed, 
Tvood fires lighted, on the marble floore 
jf the royal apartments, Uie soldiers 
imused themstlvea with discharging 
their loaded muskets at the paintings 
of Le Bruu on the walls Notwith 
standing the vigour and unrelenting 
severity of the Revolutionary Tnbunsd 
at Pans, if was far from answeiing the 
views of its founders, or the expeota 
tioiis of the multitude On tho 9th 
September, acooidingly, it was remo 
delkd, and its poweie eulaiged by a 
decree of tho Convention, which is 
smgsJoily instnictive as to the rapid 
piogrese in the thu'^t for blood m the 
metrojiolis, Bv this decree the Re 
volutionory Tribunal was divided into 
/our chambers, each with co oidmate 
powers, and all eittmg at the same 
time Each was to ^ve its public 
accuser, and juries This was 

avowedly based on the necessity oi 
pi acceding at once against tiie mode 
rates, who formed a numerous portion 
of tho community “1 he time has now 
anived, said Chaumette, at tho Jaco 
bins **whcn the moderates must under¬ 
go the same fate as the urLstocrats * 
In the midst of these domestic changes, 
the Coiumittea of Pubhc Solvation did 
not Ipse Bight of theu inveterate ho^i 
hty against EngUnd On the 2l8t 
September, Bai^ra, in the name of that 
body, brought forwaid a long and im 
passioned leport, characterised by more 
thaft the usual amount of animosity 
o^dinst this countiy The hatred of 
kings and of Carthage, ’ smd he, **found 
ed the Roman coni^tatiQii, hatied 
of kings, of ernigrsmts, of nobles, md 
of the English, onght to consolidate 
the Fren^ Republic Frenchmen, 
Eurooeans, Neutred Powgrs, Northem 
Powers you have the same interest as 
we in the safety of krauoe Oaithage 
tormented Italy, London torments 
Europeit is a wolf placed on the 


side of the Continent to devour it, a poll 
tiLal exoreseen*e which it is tho first 
duty of liberty to destroy' In pursu 
anoe of these piinoiples, the Con\en 
tion passed two decrees, the first de 
daring that no goods or merchandise 
were, subsequent to 1st Januuy 1794, 
to be imported into any haiboura or 
colomos of the Republic, except ducct 
ly, and m French vessels, the second 
tetaUy inohibitmg all coasting tnulo 
in France, or colonial trade between 
Fiance and her colonies, but m French 
vessels, under pain of a fine of 3000 
francs and confiscation of tho vessel 
and cargo 

21 But all these changes, important 
as they w ere, yielded in magnitude to 
the decree of the Convention on Octobci 
10, on the new oigauwation of the go 
verament This decree was based on 
a minute aud able i(,poi*t by St STust in 
the name of the Committee of Public 
Salvation, which fully admitted tho do 
plot able internul state of the Republic, 
and the total lucfhoacy of all the me a 
sures hitherto taken foi tho establish 
meut of a regular government, in litu 
of the monarchy which had been over 
thrown * The admmistration of tho 
oimies, said ho “is oveirun bj bng 
ands Thoj sell tho rations of the 
hoiscB, the battalions me in wint of 
cannon and draught animals to diaw 
them, subordination is at an end, all 
the woildiobs and sots the government 
at defiance The law of the maximum 
has proved entirely nugatory, the eno 
mies of the people, more iich than they, 
buy the provisions abovethe maximum, 
the markets are overruled by the cu 
pidity of selleis, the pnee of provisions 
16 loweied, but the provisions them 
selves have disappeared The culti 
vatois, wheieyer they could, have sold 
their produce to oiu enenuos in pre 
feience to ourselves The commis 
sanes of the oamies, the agents of all 
kinds, have pillaged at least three mil 
liaWs (£120,000,000), and from the 
very euoimity of their gams they have 
denved additional means of corrupting 
the people The ncli have become 
xiobor m spite of the taxes laid ou 
them, the dreadful misery of the people 
has improved their lelative situation 
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Ev< rj one baa pillaged the state There 
IS not a single unitary coxnmandet 
who IS not, at this moment; fouuihug 
his fortune ou treaohery m favour pi 
the cause of kings. The highest ot^oers 
of govomment are still worse All 
peaces are bought, and it is no longer 
men of property who buy them 
Sfoundrols purchase on the prospect 
ot plunder if you chaac one fiom one 
jdace, ten entei in at another The 
igeuts ol the hospitals have sold their 
provisions to La Vendee. The commis 
sanes ior the aimies have become the 
woist of monopohsera The assignats 
ha^ hitherto constituted the strength 
of Ibe state, but let us not deceive our 
selves, if they are not witbdiawn from 
circulation, their holders will entei into 
competition with the cultiiators and 
the producer, and industry will be 
luiiiod. The government has lost half 
their value in tlie sale of the national 
(lomaioB, the Republic is the prey of 
twenty thousand fools or viUains who 
conupt or cheat it Government is 
ovt rwhelrnod with oorrespondenoe, the 
bureaus have succeeded to the mo 
niuchy, the demon of wnttntf has in 
Taded the state, and subordinaUon is at 
111 (nd I understand now the wisdom 
of the Egyptians and the Romans, 
the^ wrote Utile and i^touqht rmeh go 
\ Cl nment cannot exist withoutlaconism 
in style I'he pubhc service has ceased 
be a profession, it has become a 
tiade The government is a hieiarchy 
of errors and crimes. Such is a pic 
tuie of revolutionaiy France drawn by 
one of the most aident of the levofti 
tionists. Contrast it with the worbt 
I>eriods of the monarchy, ns drawn by 
the bitterest of its opponents 
2*^ The remedy proposed hr St Just, 
and adopted by the Convention, for 
these disaArous evils, consisted in a 
prodigious mcieaae of the power of the 
executive By the decree which passed 
on hiB motion, the government of 
h ranee was declared ravolutionaiy fill 
peace, and the executive council, the 
ministers, the generals, the whole con 
stitutcd bodies, were placed under the 
dll action of the Oommitte© of Pubho 
Solvation, which was to rendei an oe 
count of its proceedings every eight 


days to the Convention The revolu 
tionary laws were to be executed lapid 
ly, the government was to correspond 
directly with the districts, all the gene 
rals were to be nominated by the Con 
vention, ou the lecommeudation of the 
Committee of Public Salvation The 
gram produced in every district w is to 
bo calculated, the amount needed for 
the subsistence of its mhabitanhi aecer 
tamed, and the lemainder subjected to 
requisition for the pubhc sei vice Pai is 
was to be provisioned in this way for a 
year A revolutionary army was to be 
raised to enforce these lequisitionb, and 
repress all oountei revolutionary move 
ments, which was to be undei the 
direction of the Committee of Public 
Salvation, a new court was to be estub* 
lashed, uameil by the Convention, to 
punish embez/leia of the pubhc money, 
and make public of&cers render an ac 
count ol then fortunes It may safely 
be a^rrned that this decree coupled 
with that of suspected persons which 
had been passed a tew weeks before, 
vested more absolute powei in the 
Committee of Public Ovation than 
had evei before been wielded l>y any 
guvemmeiit upon earth 

23 Meanwhile the piisons of Pans 
exhibittd an extaaordinary spectacle 
hilled at once with ordinary md^fac 
tors, and with a)! ih it yet remained of 
dignity, beauty, or vii-tue in the Rej>ub 
lie, they presented the most unparal 
leled nsaemblage that modern Puiope 
had yet seen of unblushing guilt and 
unbending virtue, of diguihed manners 
and revolutionaiy vulgarity, of splendid 
talent and fiightfuf atrocity In some, 
where the nch were allowed to piovide 
for their own comforts, a singiUai de 
gree of oSlueiice, end even elegance, for 
Bom® time prevailed, m others, tjie 
most noble captives were weeping on a 
oouch ot straw, with no other coveiing 
than a few filthy rags The Fiench 
character, imbued beyond any other in 
Luropewith dastiuty, and eapabihtyto 
endure misfortunes, in many instances 
rose superior^ to all the horrors with 
whichtiiejails were surrounded From 

the multitude and lusti e of their fellow 
sufTeiers, eveiy pne fUt his own calami 
ties seoBibiy softened. By degrees the 
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ordinary interests of life began to exert 
tbeir influence even on the verge of the 
tomb Poetry enchanted the crowded 
cells by touching strains, eloquence ex 
erted its fa&cmatmg ascendant, beauty 
renewed its silken chains The female 
captives of rank became attentive to 
their dress, intimacies and attachments 
were formed, and, amidst all the ogita 
tion and agony consequent on their pro 
traeted snifeiings, the excitements of a 
happier existence were felt even to the 
foot ol the scaflbld By degrees, as the 
prosecutions became more frequent, 
numbers were daily led out to execu 
tion, the sense of common danger united 
them in the bonds of the strongest if 
fection, they rejoiced and wept to 
gether, and the constant thinning of 
their number pioduccd a sympathy 
s.mong the survivors, which outlived 
every other feeling of existence 
% General Custine, who commanded 
the army of h landers at the time of the 
oaptuie of Valenciennes by tlieEngbsh, 
w IS denounced by the agents of the Con 
vention, and shortly after brought before 
the Revolutionary Tribunal, changed 
with having entered into treacheious 
conespondence with the Allies, and of 
havingbeen the means of causing trank 
fort, Mayence, and Valenciennes to fall 
into the hands of the enemy When 
the state of the armies, described m the 
report already quotetl bv St Just, is 
considered, it will not be deemed sur 
pi ismg tnat disasters befell the forces 
of the kepublic The only thing really 
surpr sing IS, that Prance was not con 
quered The prosecutors entirely failed 
m adducing any satisfactoiy evidence 
against him. His beautiful and gifted 
daughter in law in vain sat daily by hxa 
Hide, and exerted herself to the utmost 
in tus behalf General Baraguay d Hil 
hers, with generous courage, supported 
him by his military knowledge and ex 
penence Her grace, and the obvious 
injustice of the accusation, produced 
some impression on the judg^ and a 
few inclined to an acquittal, imme 
diately the Revolutionary Tribunal it 

self was complained of at the Jacobin 
Club 

25 “It gives me great pain,' said 
Hubert, at that great centre of the Re* 


volution, “ to be obliged to denounce 
an authontj which was the hope of the 
patriots, and hitherto has so well de 
served their ceufidence But the Re 
volutionary Tribunal is on the point of 
absolvmg a guilty person, in favour of 
whom the beauties of Pans are mo\ ing 
heiven and earth The daughter of 
Cuatine, as skilful an actress in this city 
as her father was at the head of the 
ai inics, solicits every one on his behalf 
Robespierre made somecuttingremnrks 
on the spirit of chicanery and foim 
which had taken posse&sion of the Tn 
bunal, and strongly advocated his con 
demnation The municipality of 
on the motion of Hobeii, passed irae 
cree piohibiting the fair supphennts 
{pheB %ntngant€») from obtaining en 
trance to any of the jails or police 
offices The consequences^ ere decisive, 
General Custine ^^as at length found 
guilty, and condemned amidst the raj> 
turoua applause of the Jocobina and Cor 
deliers, who filled the court Young Ma 
dame Custine narrowly escaped death, 
in consequence of the noble part she 
had taken in his defence When she 
appeared on the stair on leaving the 
court, a savage cry arose in the mob, 
the vociferations of the people, and their 
gestures, showed they were preparing 
to murder her on the spot If she had 
bunk down, she would have been in 
stantly tom m pieces, even the ap 
pearance of foltermg would have proved 
fatal Unoertam whethei to advance 
or recede, she hesitated a moment, and 
the people were just springing forward 
to seize her, when an unknown woman 
m the crowd secretly pressed her hand, 
and taking the child, which she earned 
in her arms, from her breast, gave it 
to her with the words, “Return it at 
the bottom of the stair ’ She did so, 
and, protected by the infant citizen, 
escaped unhurt, and gave back the child 
but she never saw her deliverer more * 
Ci^ptme was sent to the scafibid, and, 
though shaken for a moment, died firm 
ly crowd mumured because he 
appeared on the fktol chanot with a 

* This curious moident is porfoctlv authen 
ticated Jtuute en 1830 par Marmu 

CcsnKB, i 39—the son of the person thus 
marvellously saved 
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minister of religion by his side, and 
knelt to pray on the steps of the scaf 
fold befoie he ascended. GeneialHouoh 
ard, thesecoud in command, who hadde 
nounced Custine, notwithstanding his 
recent success over the Allies at Hond 
schoote, shortly after shared the same 
fate, andBaraguayd’Hiliiers reserved 
for higher destinies, was sent to pnsou, 
fiom hence he was only delivered by 
the fall of Robespierre 

26 Mane Antoinette was the next 
victim Smee the death of the king, 
his unfortunate family had been closely 
confined in the Temple, the pnucesses 
had themaelvesdischarged all the duties 
of menial servants to the queen and the 
dauphin A project had been formed, 
with every appearance of success, for 
her escape she at first listened to the 
proposal but, on the evening before it 
was to be earned into execution, de 
flared her resolution never to sejiarate 
irom her son Whatever pleasure it 
would give me," said she, “ to escape 
fiom this pi ICO, I cannot consent to be 
separated from him 1 can feel no en 
joyment without my children , with 
them, I can regret nothing " Even in 
the solitude of her confinement, the 
cares of his education were sedulously 
attended to, and the mind of the young 
king already comprehended the duties 
of royalty The Revolution of 81 st 
May however, was felt in its full seve¬ 
nty by the pnsoners m the Temple, as 
well os all the othei captives in I ranee 
Hubert insisted that the family of the 
tyi out should not be better treated than 
i fiimily of Sans culottes, and he ob 
tamed a decree from the magistrates, 
by which eveiy species of luxury was 
withdrawn Then fare was reduced to 
the humblest kind, oil wicker lamps 
became their only light and their dress 
the coarsest habiliments. He himself 
soon after visited the Temple, and took 
from the unhappy pnaonei's even 
little movables on w&ch thei^ only com 
fort depended Nothing waa foufld 
tending to inculpate them, but that did 
not alleviate the seventy of their treat 
ment, jhvm the queen they took a stick 
of Bealmg wax, from the princess royal 
a prayer for F^ce They earned off, 
“as a BuspioiouB article," soon after, 


the last hat worn by Louis, wbiob the 
queen was stnving to preserve as a relic 
Eighty four louis, which the Princess 
Elisa^tiihad received fhim the Pnneeas 
Lamballe, and whTch she had hitherto 
concealed, could not elude this ngorous 
search, and were taken away 

27 Soon the barbanty of the govern 

ment envied the widowed and captive 
queen even the pleasure of beholding 
her son The discoveiy of an abortive 
conspiracy for their liberation was made 
the ground for sepaiating the dauphin 
from hlB mother, and delivering him to 
the inhuman Simon, the agentand fi icnd 
of Robespierre. In vain the young 
pnnee demanded to see the decree which 
authorised this cruel separation His 
mother, weepmg, resisted for above an 
hour, with the little boy clinging to her 
neck, but at length she was forced to 
let him go by the threat of instantly 
puttmg him to death When removed 
this poor child lemamed two days with, 
out taking nourishment After ho w os 
fur ever withdrawn from her sight, his 
beautiful fair locks, which stiU fell m 
profuse curls over his shoulders, were 
cut off, he was dressed in coarse gar 
ineuts, and compelled to wear the bon 
net rouge, and the pantaloons and coat 
which composed the dress called a la 
Carmagnoli ' 411 the cruel treatment 

of Simon, however, could not extm 
guish the native generosity of his cIim 
position “ Capet, said he, ‘ if the 
Veudeana were to succeed in delivering 
you, and placing you on the tlirone 
what would you do with me ? —I 
would pardon you, rephad the infant 
monarch “What am I to do with the 
child I ' said Simon to the Committee 
of Public Salvation —“ Bamsh him ^ 

« Ko “ Kill him t* “No ’ —“Poi 
son him?' “No —“What then^ 

Qet quit of him ' These instructions 
were too faithfully executed By dc 
pnving him of air, exeicise, and whole 
some food, by keeping bun in a con 
tmual state of squalid filth, the unfor 
tunate child was at length brought, 
during the i^xt year, to his grave, 
without imposing upon his keepers 
the necessity of actual violence 

28 On the 1st August tixe design of 
destroying the queen was for the fin>t 
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tune brought forward in the Conven 
tion The Committee of Public Snlva 
tion had been divided on the step 
Bobe^pierte resisted it, but Barere, 
BiUaud Var^nes, and the party who 
ultimately destroyed him, earned the 
point against his opposition “ How 
said Esi^ie, "do the enemies of the 
liepubho still hope for success ? Is it 
because V, 0 liave too long forgotten the 
Cl imes ot tho Aufltn'in ? Is it be 
cause we have shown bo strange an 
indulgence to the race of oui mcicnt 
tyiants? It is tune that this unwise 
apathy should cease—it is time to ex 
tirpate from the soil of the liepublic 
the last roots of loyalty Aa foi the 
childien of T ouis the conspirator, they 
irc hostages foi tho Repubbe The 
chaige ot their mamtCuauce sboll bo 
icduced to what is ntce&saiy for the 
Hustenaiife of two individuals But 
behind them lurks a woman, who has 
been tho c luee of Ul the dieasterb of 
France, whose share m eiery pioject 
adverse to I ranoo has long been known 
National justice claims her as its own 
It IS to the Tnbunal appointed for the 
trial of conspirators that we must send 
her It IS thus alono that you can 
make Francis and CTeoi*ge, Charles and 
Wilbam, sensible of the crimes which 
their ministers have committed ” In 
pursuance of these view s, he pi oposed 
that Mane Antoinette should be forth 
with sent to the Conciorgerit, separated 
from her family, and brought to tnal 
before the Itevolutionary Tnbunal, 
and that all the membeis of the house 
of Capet, with the exception of the two 
children in Conhnement, should be ban 
iflhed the French temtoiy A decree 
in these terms, like all Uie other do 
crees at this time, passed unanimously, 
wtthout any debate « 

29 On 2d August the queen was 
tom h om her weeping sister and daugh 
ter, and confined alone in the pnson of 

* Robespierre ^ said Napoleon, was by 
the wont <^aracter who figured 
m the Revolution Ho oppoted irptnff the 
ffueea He was not an atbetst, like many of 
^ ooiieagues He was a fiuiatie a monster 
but incorruptible incapable of robbing or 
putting to Ooath from personal enmity He 
was an enthusiast who really believed he was 
doing right —0 Hsaea, u 170 


the Conciergerie, the most ngorous of 
the manj iigomus places of confine 
meat at that time known in Pans A 
narrow, gloomy, and damp apartment, 
a worn mattress, and a bed of straw, con 
stituted tbe sole accommodations of onf 
for whom the splendour of Versailles 
once scetnod hardly adequate Sht 
was detamed there above two months 
in the closest confinement, hei mild 
and heroic demeanour interested evon 
the wife of the jaiiei on hei behalf 
Night and day a guard of gendaimes 
was kept lu her small and wretched 
cell But the fidelity of hei deVotetl 
adherents won over these guardians of 
the municipality, some fufliful friends* 
visited her there, and a couiageous 
priest, M, 1 Abbe Magnien, at the ha/ 
ard of his hfc, often admmibtored to 
her the sacrament, which she received 
with the most devout gratitude + Mi 
dame do Stoel published a pamphlet, 
in which, With, generous eloquence, cho 
uiged the impohcy as well as injustice 
of further seventy against tho royal 
family " Women of I ranee/ she con 
eluded, I appeal to you youi empire 
IS over, if ferocity continues to reign, 
your destinies ore gone, it your tears 
fall in vain Defend, then, queen, 
by the arms which nature has given 
you seek the infant, who will pensU 
if beieaved of his mother and must be 
come the object of pamfiil mterestfrom 
the unheard of calamities which have 
befallen him Let him ask on his 
knees the life of his mother childhood 
can pray, it can pray, w hen as yet it 
knows not the calainity which it would 
avert* But her efiEbita were m vaiu 
On the 14th October Mane Antomette 
was brought before the Revolutionary 
TnbunaL 

30 An immense crowd assembled to 
witness her trial The spectacle of a 
Qu^en being tned by her subjects was 
as yet new m the history of the world 
The populace, how much soever oc 

t I cwtify menvovor that in tho mouth 
of October 1793 I had tho good fortune to 
got into the Coaeiei^g^ie with Hodcmoisollo 
Fouch4 and tboro to confess the Quoon Mario 
Antoineete eevoral times, to repoat mass ind 
adcDinaster the sacramont to her Maomikm 
A prtl 4 1834 —Al FRED KETrSMEfTT, Btwlti 
wr 78, 79 
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custotned to eaugriifiary scenes, \rere 
strongly excited by tliis event Sor 
row and confinement had whitened her 
onoe beautiful hair, hex figure and au 
fetill commanded the admiration of all 
who beheld hei, hci cheeks, pale and 
mftc] ated, wore occasionally tinged with 
s ^ ivid colour, at the mention of those 
^lic had lost Out of deference to her 
husbinds memory, rather than from 
her own inclination, she pleaded to the 
court Their interrogatoriea were of 
no avul, her answers, like those of the 
king, wcie clear, distmot, and unequi 
vocal As the form of examining wit 
nesses was necessary, the prosecutors 
called the Count d Est^ng, who com 
m inded the military at Versailles on 
the 5th October 1789 But though the 
queen had been his politic^ opponent, 
Ik h id too high a sense eff honour to 
tell mything but the truth, and spoke 
oiilj ot her hoioism on that ti'ying oc 
1 i^ion, and the noblo resolu'hon she 
hid c\pieased m his preaonce to die 
ilh ht 1 husband, ratbei tlian obbun 
bft by leaving him Manuel, notvnth 
st inding hia hostility to the court dur 
mg the Legislative Assembly, declared 
In could not depone to one fact against 
the accused Iho venerable Bailly was 
next brought m he now beheld the 
fruits of hiB democr itn^ enthusiasm, 
ind wept when ho saw tlie queen 
When asked if he knew “thewomofji 
Capet,* ^ he turned with a ^melancholy 
%n to his sovereign, and profoundly 
bowmg his head, said, Yes, I know 
3fadame* He then dediredthat ho 
could say nothing against hei, and that 
all the pretended accounts extracted 
from the young pnnee, relative to the 
journey to Varennes, were false The 
T jcobius were furious at his testimony, 
ind, froijL the violence of thur Ian 
guagr, he easily anticipated the fate 
which th^ reserved for himself Re 
course was then had to the testimony 

* Tlie chief f^cts depened to by Hibort 
y> ore That he found a religious book Ito 
longing to her in which there was one of the 
anti revolutionary symbols a burning heart 
pierced by an arrow on which was written, 
Tesu miserere nobis-xCChrist pity U8)i An 
other time he found m the chiuiiber of Ma 
dame Flirabcth a hat which was recognised 
•Vi having belonged to Louis Capet this dis- 


of other witnesses. The monsters Hd 
bert and Simon were examined, but 
what they hod to declare mnounted to 
nothing but proofs of the piety and af 
fectionate disposition of Uie queen and 
the Princess EbzabeilL At last 316 
bert deponed * that the dauphin h id 
informed him that he had been initnt 
ed into improper pi'acticea by his mo 
ther, the queen, overwheltne<i with 
honor at the atrocious falsehood iv 
mamed silent A juryman having m 
sisted that she should answer— If 1 
have not hitherto spoken, said she, 
it 18 because nature refused to an&w ei 
to such an accusation, brought against 
a mother Turning to tlit. audience 
with inexpressible dignity, she added, 
“ I appeal to all the mothers who hear 
me, \Aether such a tiling is possible 

Abashd the Dovil stood 
And felt how awful gooflucss is and saw 
VirtuomhershapchoTi lovely -'sawaiid|)iiicd 
ITia loss but diicfiy to fiud heic observed 
Hi 8 lustro visibly impair d, yet scotn d 
Undaunted t 

It was of no iv iil, notwithatamling 
the eloquent and courageous defence 
of her counsel, she Was condemned 
SI At four on the morning of the 
day of her execution, she wrote a lettti 
to the Pnucess Elizabeth, worthy to bo 
placed beside the testament oi Louis 
" To youj my sister, ’ said she, “ I ad 
dress myself foi the last time I have 
been condemned, not to an ignomini 
ous death'—it is bo only to the guilty— 
but to rejoin youi brothar Innocent, 
like him, I hope to emulate his firmness 
at the last hour I weep only for my 
children 1 hope that one day, w hen 
they have regained their ran^ tbty 
may be reunited to you, and feel the 
blessing of your tender care Let them 
ever recollect what I have never ctmsed 
to inculcate, that a scrupulous dischaige 
of duty 18 the only foundation of a good 
life, fiiendship and mutual confidence 

covety left no doubt on his mind that there 
were among bis colleagues men base enough 
to serve tyranny That there could 

bo no doubt, from what the child Capet said 
that the mother and child had been guilty 
of incest fa child of eight years old 1)-^ 
SuUetin du Trxbymal RHo&ttowuim No 24 
pp 9’> 96 JTiet. Part xmXx 854, 855 
t FaradiseLott iv 845 
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its beist consolation May my son never 
forget the laist words of his father, which 
I now repeat from myself —io at 
tempt to rewmqe our death I die true 
to the Cathobc relimon—^the faith of 
my fathera, which I have never ceased 
to profess Depnved of all spiritual 
consolation, I can only seek for pardon 
from Heaven I ask forgiveness of all 
who know me, from you, m an espe 
cial manner my sister, for all the pain 
1 may have involuntarily given you I 
pray for forgiveness to all my enemies 
for the evil they have done, and I now 
bid farewell to my aunts, brothers, and 
eistera 1 have hod fneuds the idea 
of being separated from them is one of 
the gi eatest regrets 1 feel in dying Let 
them know that in luy last moments 1 
thought of them Aclieu * iny good 
and tender sister * may this letter i*each 
yon Thmkcver of me, and 1 embrace 
youtwith all my heart, as well as those 
]>oor and dear mtonts My Qod * how 
heart rending it is to quit them foi 
ever * Adieu * adieu ^ I am now to bid 
farewell to all but my religious du 
ties * 

32 When led out for execution, she 
was dressed in white She had cut off 
hei hair with her own hands I'laced 
in a chanot, with her arms tied behind 
her back, she was conducted by a long 
circuit to the place of execution, w hich 
was on the Place Louis XY, now the 
Place de la R<Svolution,t where her bus 
band had perished A constitutional 
pnest was seated by bei Bide Thirty 
thousand armed men lined the streets, 
and ten tunes that number ga/ed on 
the spectacle Her air, like tliat of 
Charlotte Corday, was calm and serene 
bhe spoke little, but gazed with an ex 
pression of interest on the numerous ro 
volwtionary names and signs which had 
so altered the choractei of tlie metro 
]>olis since she last saw it When the 
chanot stopped in the Place Louis XY, 

* fhe authenticity of this letter is placed 
beyond 4 doubt. It was token os soon as 
to Kobespterre found after lus death 
among his papers by Ckiurtoia and disoovered 
imoug the latter s papers m 181.5 when those 
■v^ero searched by order of go^enunent A 
^ sunilo uf It is annexed t*) the DucKom 
a AE^tuBine s narratwo — B%<tgTiiph\c Uui 

VtrUiU XXMl 88 (MaHIB ANTOlKfiTTE) 

t Now tlio Place Louis XV 
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she turned her eyes to the Tudenes, 
once the scene of her joys, and a bnght 
ffush suffused hei countenance, which 
soon gave place to theformer pallid hue 
The people, roused by revolutionary 
emissanes, raised savage shouts of joy 
as she moved along, the queen, with a 
serene look, mdicating pity rather than 
suffering, boie that last expression of 
X>opular fury When the procession 
reached the fotal spot in the centre of 
the Place Louis XV, she ascended with 
a finn step the scaffold, and at the top 
of the stair trod accidentally on the foot 
of the executioner “ Panlon me, sii, 
said she ** 1 did not do it intention 
ally ’ t Her last words were, “ 0 Qod» 
p-^on my enemies larewell, my be 
loved children' I am aboutto jom youi 
father She then calmly lesigned her 
self to th# executioners her counto 
nance was illuminated by an expression 
of Christian Lope, and the daughter of 
the Ceesars di^ with a ffimucBB that 
did honoui to her race 
33 ThuBpenshed,attheageofthu’ty 
mne, Mane Antoinette, queen of France 
Called in early life to the first throne m 
Europe, surrotmded by a splendid court 
and a fiattenng uobihty, blessed with on 
affectionate husband and promising fa 
mily, she seemed to have approached 
06 neatly as the uncertainty of life will 
admit, to the limits ot human fehcifcy 
She died, after years of suffering and 
anguish, broken by captivity, subdued 
by misfortune, bereft of her children, 
degraded from her throne, on the scaf 
fold, where recently before her husband 
had perished. History has not recorded 
a more terrible instance of reverse of 
fortune, or one moic illustiativeof the 
wisdom of the ancient saying, 'Hhat 
none should be pronounced happy till 

I In ascending the scaffold Mane An 
toinatte accidentally put ber fm>t on Uiat of 
citizen S imson and the executioner fslt so 
much pain as to exclaim Ah I She turned 
to him and said Monsieur I bo; vour par 
donM did not do it on purpose l^id 
hommes account of tho execution of the 
que( u IS far tho most minute and as he was 
a fiinous republican and allj of Danton s 
it is luble to no suspicion —PauniioMirr k 
^volvtion* de Parte No 212 p 97 —Thi^ 
fncident attracted so much notice that it 
formed the aubiectof an ongrayuig executed 
at tho tune and with those words at its foot 
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the day of his death ’ * Her character 
has come comparatively pure and un 
eullicd out of the revolutionary furnace 
An affectionate daughter and a faithful 
wife, she preserved in the two most cor 
rupted courts of Europe the simplicity 
and affections of domestic life If in 
early youth lier indiscretion and famih 
anty weie such as prudence would con 
dtmn, in later years her spmt and 
magnanimity were such as justice must 
admire She was more fitted for the 
storms of adversity than the sunshine 
of prosperity Sometimes ambitious 
md overbearing in the earlier years of 
hei 1 eigu, it was the suffermgs of her 
later days that drew forth the nobler 
parts of her character The worthy 
descendant of Mana Theresa, she would 
have died in the held combating her 
enemies rather than live ou the throne 
subject to their control Years of ihis 
fortune quenched her spiiit, but did 
not lessen her courage in the solitude 
of the Temple, she discharged, with 
exemplary fidchty, every duty to her 
husbana and her childieu, and bore a 
1 everse of fortune, unparalleled even m 
that age of cjdamity, with a heroism 
th it never ^\as surpassed. 

34 Hei miunagc to Louis was con 
sidercd at the time as a masterstroke 
in politics A long alliance between 
the rival monarchies was anticipated 
from the propitious union which seemed 
to unite then destinies It led to a 
war more terpble than any which had 
yet shaken these poviers, to the re 
peated capture of both capitals by hos 
tile armies, to mutual exasperation 
unprecedented between tbeir people 
So uucertam are the conclusions of po 
litical wisdom, when founded on per 
sonal interests oi connections, and not 
ou the great and permanent piiuciples 
w hich govei% human affairs The man 
ners of the queen accelerated the Revo 
lution her foreign desert exaspeiated 
the pubbe discontent, her undeserved 

* The same sentiment is finely expressed 
by Funpides— 

“ X(j| ^ wrtT U9M ivhf $OtSh 
n^ii* TV}!' rtXivramf i&nt 

Otrivr 

hUBiFiDEa 100 102 

vou un 


death was one means of brmging about 
its punishment The justice of Heaven 
did not slumber Slow, but sure, came 
the hour of Germany s revenge On 
the day twenty years from that on which 
she ascended the scaffold, commenced 
the fatal rout of France ou the held of 
Leipsic + 

35 On the day of the execution of 
the queen, Harare regaled Robespieiie, 
St Just, and some others of their party, 
at a tavern Kobespiene condemned 
the proceedings against the queen, and 
in paitacular Hdbeibs monstrous evi 
dence, with so much vehemence that 
he broke his plate during the violence 
of his gesticulation BVit Baibre and 
the others defended the proceedmgs, 
and announced more extensive plans of 
carnage. ‘ The vessel of the Kevolu 
tioii, said be, “ cannot be wafted into 
ort but on waves of blood We must 
egiu with the membeis of the Cen 
Btituent and Legialative Asaembliee 
That rubbish must be swept awaj ' 

86 This intention was not long of 
being carried into effect. The Decern 
virs forthwith proceeded to destroy 
then former friends, and the earliest 
supporters of ihe Revolution Bailly, 
mayoi of Pans, and president of the 
Assembly on occasion of the celebrated 
Jeude Paume, wasarreSted, andbi ought 
before the Revolutionary Tribunal Hts 
profound and eloquent scientific re 
searches, his gieat services in the cau^e 
of bberty,his enhghtened philanthiopy, 
pleaded in vam befoie that sanguinary 
court The recollection of the Champ 
de !Atars, of the red flag, and the coura 
geous stand which he had made with 
Lafayette against the fury of the mul 
titude, as well at bis recent refusal to 
depone against Mane Antoinette at 
her tnal, were present to the minds 'ftf 
his prosecutors. The witnesses adduced 
spoke against him with an unusual de 
groe of aspenty His last words to the 
court were^*^ 1 have ever executed the 
law I will know how to obey it, since 
you are its organ " He was condemned 
to die, and in ^ case, as he had fore 
seen, a refinement of mielty was em 
ployed. Ho was first brought to the 
t Ou Oct 1813 She died Oct 16 1703 

B 
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common place of e&eoution m the Place 
Louis XV , but wben there, the mob, 
with savage yells, insisted ho should be 
taken to the Champ de Man, os the 
place where ho had first hoisted the flag 
of defiance to revolutiouai y atrocity 
Thither ho was accoidingly led, the 
guillotmo was taken down, and an im 
mense crowd of vindictive Jacobins, 
among whom was a laige piopottion of 
women, and persons whom he had | 
saved fiom famine during his mayor 
slty, followed to witness his death On 
foot in the most dieodfiil weather, the 
unhappy Mctim V/na led behind the 
guillotine during a tedious passage of 
three hours, from tho Place Louis XV 
to tho place finally fixed on for his 
execution on the Champ de Mars neai 
the nver, opposite Chaillot The pas 
baf^e was interrupted by lepeated holts 
at stations to prolong Its ogouy During 
it? contmuauco he frequently fell, from 

tho violence to which he was espohed 
he was assailed with hisses and pelted 
with mud , and the first President of 
tho AsseiuUy i eceived sever il inhuman 
blows on the face and body from the 
populace At the Champ de Mais the 
red flig emblematic of the martial Uw 
which he hod authorised, was burned 
over hiB head, and he was there com 
polled to kneel down and kiss the ground 
where the blood of the patriots had 
been shed Ho was led again on foot, 
imidbt a dronchiiig fall of snow and 
fcleet, tc the banks of the nver, whene, 
to p i ody the scene on Oalvaiy, the 
heavy beams which support the guillo 
tine were placed on his shoulders He 
sank under the weight but baibarous 
blows obhged him agam to lift it He 
fell a second time, and swooned away, 
yells of laughter arose in tho crowd, 
and the execution was postponed till 
he revived, and could feel ite bitterness 
But nothing could subdue hts courage 
“ You tremble, Baally," soad one of the 
epectators “ My fnend,*' said the old 
loan, “ it is only from cold ’ 

87 The eloquent Bamave, one of th e 
most upright member* of the Coneti 
tnent Assembly, was soon con 
detuned, notwithstaudiug & defence by 
himself of unnvalled pathos and abi 
lity Duport Dutertre, formerly minis 
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ter of Louis XVI, on ealne day 
shared the same fate Condorcet had 
fled when tho lists of proscuption were 
first prepared by the victors on the 2d 
June, fof eight months he was cun 
ceoled in Pans, and employed the tedi 
ous hours of solitude in composing his 
lelebioted “Esquinso des Progr^s de 
ILspnt Humain, a work in whnh 
much learning is illustrated by fervirl 
eloquence, and the warm but visionaly 
anticipitions of future improvement 
were indulged, amidst the deepest cir 
curnstances of present disistci lu 
gratitude to tho hostess who had shel 
tered him, he wrote t poem, containing 
a sentiment descnptive of the feelings 
of his party during those mel uicholy 
times— 

Cholsi d Stre opprcBseur ou 'nctimc 
J embrosstii le inalhcur vt kur laiasai le 

crime 

Terrified by the numerous lists of 
pci sons condemned for concealing tho 
proscribed he declared to his gciiei ous 
piotector hiB resolution to leave her 
“ 1 must not remain any longer with 
you I am kora la loi —“ But we, re 
phed fiiit, “ are not hora de I kumantte 
The return of spring awoke intensely 
his desire to see again the fields, the 
green loaves, the flowers He set out, 
iccordmgly, disguised as a common 
lalmurer At the village of (^lamart, 
the finenoss of his hnen awakened tho 
suspicion of his landlady, who had him 
arrested and sent to prison, where next 
morning he was found dead fixun the 
effects of a speedy poison, which, hke 
many others in those days of terror, 
he constantly carried about his person 

38 Tho Duke of Orleans, the eaily 
and mtereated instigator of the Retrolu 
tion, was its next victam BiUaud Va 
rennes said in tho Convention—Tho 
tune has come when all Ihe conspira 
tors should be known and struck 1 
demand that we no longer pass over in 
aiknce a man whom we seem to have 
forgot, despite the numerous facts which 
depone against him I demand that 
d Oi leans be sent to the Revolutionary 
TnbuUal, with the otlier conspirators 
Loud applauses followed these wui<k , 
and RobespieiTe immediately added— 
“ There can be no one so blind as not 
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to be enlightened by the flames of 
Lyons and MoTBeiUeB, which the con 
spuators have lighted, oz ao deaf as 
not to hear the ones of the patziots 
massaued lu La Vend<^e, Belgium, and 
Toulon wheiever, in short, that exe 
f ruble faction have possess^ any in 
iiudicc I demand that we instantly 
proceed to the vote ’ The Convention, 
once his hireling adulators, imanmiously 
supported the proposal la vain he 
alleged his acces^on to the disorders of 
the ^th October, his support of the 
revolt of the 10th August his vote 
against the king on the l7th January 
His condemnation was speeilily pio 
nouuced 

39 He demanded only one favour, 
wliich was granted, that his execution 
should be postponed for ti^entyfoui 
Lours Tn the interval, he had a repast 
prepared with care, on which he feasted 
with inoic than usual avidity When 
kd out to execution, he gazed for a 
timt witli a smile on his countenance, 
on the Paluis Jioyal, the scene of his 
foimcr oigies lie was detained above 
a quarter ot an hour in front of that 
palace by order of Robcspieire, who had 
in vain aeked his daughters hand m 
mam ige, and had piomiscd, if ho would 
lelcnt in that extremity to exuto a 
tumult which would save hiB life De 
praved as he was, he hud too much 
honourable feeling left to consent to 
such a aaenflee, anti rcmaim d in expeo 
tation of death, without gi\ing the ex 
peoted signal of acquiescence, lor twenty 
minutes, when he was poiniittecl to 
continue his journey to the scafiold 
He met his fate with stoical fortitude, 
and it IS pleasing to have to record one 
redeeming trait at the dose of a life 
stamed by so much selfish passion and 
guilty ambition— he preferred death to 
sacnficing^ia daughter to the tyrant. 
Never was more strongly exemplified 
the effect of materialism and infidelity, 
in rendering men callous to ^tunty, 
and degradmg a natuially noble dia^ 
aitioa The multitude applauded his 
execution, not a voice was raised tn his 
favour, though it was mainly oompoeed 
of the very men who had been msti 
gated by ms adulators, and fed by his 
extravagance ThedestinictionofB^ly, 


Bamave, and the Duke of Orleans, an 
nihilatcd the party attached to t con 
atitutional monarchy The early objects 
of the Revolution were thus frustrated, 
its first supporters destroyed by the 
passions they had awakened among the 
people The overthrow of the Giron 
dists extinguished the hope ot a repub 
lie, the m.iS8acie of the Constitutional 
ists, that of a limited monarchy The 
prophecy of Vergunud was rapidly ap 
proachiug i1^ accomplishment the lie 
vdlution, like batum, was successively 
devommg all its progeny 

40 These sanguinary proceedings 
weie followed by a measuio as unnt tes 
sary as it was b ubarous—the violation 
of the tombs of St Denis, and the pro 
fanatiou of the sepulchres of the kings 
of h ranee By a decree of the Conven 
tion, on Sd August, these venerable 
isylums of departed gieatness weie 
ordeied to be destroyed *—% meafinio 
never adopted by the Eitglish parha 
uient dunug the frenzy oi the Iiith 
Monarchy men, and which piovts that 
pobtical fren/y will push its votaries to 
greater extiemities than religious fana 
ticism A funous multitude, headed 
by the revolutionary army, precipitated 
itself out of Palis the tombs of Henry 
IV, of I ranciB 1 and of Louib XII, 
were ransacked, and their bones scat 
teied in the air Even the glorious 
name of Turenne could not protect his 
giave from spoliation His remains 
were found almost undecayed, os when 
he received the fatal wound on the 
banks of the Lech The hones of 
Charles V, the saviour ot hi4 country, 
were dispersed At his feet was dis 
covered the coffin of t}io faithful Du 
Guesclin, and hrench hands profaned 
the skeleton of him before whom 1* ng 
lish invasion had rolled back Mof 4 of 
these tombs moved to be strongly se 
cured Mikci time, and no small ex 
orfcion of skill and labour, was required 
to bmet their banitrs They would 
have lesiBted foi ever the decay of 
time, or the violence of enemies, they 

* The tombs and niansolcunis of Uietbr 
mer kings erected at St Denis the Temple, 
and other places throughout the Bepublic 
Shall ho destro>ed on the lOtb ot August 
next -^Veertt, August 8 1798 Hitt ParL 
xxvhi 
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yielded to the fury of domestic dis 
senaion 

41 There is something solemn and 
luteresting m the opening of the tombs 
of the departed great It carries us 
back at once to fkt distant ages the 
corpses in then grave clothes, with their 
features sometimes unchanged, are re 
vealed to the view, it seems as if the 
awful scene of the day of judgment had 
arrived, when the graves shall be opened 
and the dead arise The measures of 
the Fiench Revolutionists displayed, 
beyond all former example among men, 
this tenable spectacle By a decree of 
the municipohty of Pans on the 12th 
October, it was ordered that all gravtss 
should be carefully searched, in order 
to discover and bnng to the public 
treasury any jewels, gold, silver, bronze, 
or even lead, that might be found. This 
order, join^ to the hipacity of the 
searchers, and the fanatical of the 
people, caused the tombn of the kings 
and paladins at StDenia to be ransack^ 
with unparalleled eagerness But im 
mense labour was required to effect an 
entrance The maraificent doors of 
bronze, the gift of Charlemagne, which 
guarded the entrance, long resisted their 
efforts, but at length yielded to repeated 
blows of prodigious sledgehammers, 
and were nearly shivered to pieces One 
of the ffrst tombs rifled was that of 
Ptpm, father of that great oonqueroi 
All the other mausoleums were opened 
and ransacked in succession the vast 
floor of the dark subterraneous chuich 
was covered with the bon^ of kings, 
mingled with the broken fr^ments of 
their marble sepulohres^ The arms 
and the heads of Louis XII and Fran 
CIS I were severed and heaped m a | 
comer of the diurch The monuments 
of^Turenne and Du Quesclin were de 
mohshed and mined The abommation 
of desolation had penetrated every part 
of the cemetery 

42 One o£ the tombs bore date so 
early as 580, it was that of Da^bert, 
son of Childeno, kmg of France. Nearly 
the whole sepulchres of the first race 
of kings were destroyed ih a few hours 
Thoseofthe Bourbon family, from their 
more costly construction, required a 
longer time for their demolition But 
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it was at last effected, and the dead in 
their grave clothes were drawn forth 
The body of Henry IV was so entire 
that it was instantly recognised from 
the prints by the spectators a fragrant 
perfume, when the bd was removed 
from the coffin, filled the air, from mo 
matic substances m the mtexior of the 
skull, but as the graVe (dothes were 
removed, the two deep fissures made 
by the dagger of Ravaillao still yawned 
fdmost as dean as when the wounds 
were received in the side The vener¬ 
able remains were at first the object of 
general respect, but, on the 14tli, a 
Jacobin orator, Javoignes, roused the 
people by harangues, they tore the 
body m pieces, and cast the fragments 
into a vast ditch, filled vith coipses 
and quicklime, where they were mixed 
with all the others, and irrecoverably 
lost The body of Louis XIII was 
still entire, but completely dried up 
that of Louis XIV nothmg but a p\i 
tnd mass, which emitted a fetid exha 
latiou His lemains had come to the 
nothingness so often foretold m his 
presence by Massillon and Bosauet, 
when surrounded by the pomp of Vei 
sallies The body of Louis XV was 
found at tlie entrance of the tomb ac 
coiding to custom, till his successor 
occupied his place when the former 
king was removed to the vault it ex 
hibited so hideous a mass of putrefuc 
tton, that when the Iid was removed 
from the coffin the pestilential cxhala 
tion filled the whole Abbey, and was 
even felt in the adjoining houses To 
punfy the air, discharges of musketry 
wore fired around the Abbey, they 
were heard in Paris at the very mo 
ment that the head of Mane Antoi 
nette fell on the scaflold, in the Place 
Louis XV 

43 All the bodies found there, kings, 
queens, and heroes, were thrown into 
a vast trench and destroyed by quick 
lime The body 'Of Da Guesolm was 
loaEt in this way That of Turenne 
alone escaped, not from any reverence 
for his memory, but from the fortunate 
circumstance "^at, after it had been 
ordered to be thrown into the common 
tomb, two of the officeis of the Mu 
seum of Natural Histoiy requested to 
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have it, as being a ‘'well preserved 
mummy, which might be of service to 
the science of comparative auatomj * 
It was delivered to them accordingly, 
and carried to the Jardin des Plantes, 
wheie it lay for nine years ui a store 

I t>om, between the skeletons of a mon 
key lud a camel In 1802, however, 
Nipoleon heard of the circumstance, 
'm<i had the body of the illustrious 
wanior removed to the church of the 
luvabdes, wheie it now reposes beside 
liLS own mortal remains After the 
ti mbs hadf'all been ransicked, and the 
bodies thrown into the common, trench, 
wheie tliey were destroyed by quick 
lime, the whole jewelltij, plate, and 
treiHiiies, found in the tieasury of St 
Uenis, and all the other chuiohes in 
b raiice, as well as what had been ex 
ti xtted fiom the tomba, were brought 
in gicat pomp to the Convention, where 
they pouied out m confusion on 
the door, ainidst deafening acclama 
tiuns ot Vive la Rdpubliqne + 

44 This v;as immediately followed 
bv a general attack upon the monn 
men ts and remains of antiquity through 
out all France The sepulchres of the 
^reat of past times, of the barons and 
^..enerals of the feudal ages, of the pal 
adms and of the crusaders, were in 
volved in one undistinguishable rum 
it seemed as if the glories of antiquity 
were forgotten, or sought to be buned 
in oblivion The skulis of monarchs 

rho order had alieidy been Bi\on to 
convej the remains of Turenne to the pone 
r il depot when two administrators ^ the 
Muaeuni ot Natural History begged posses* 
Sion of tho body of this great man as % well 
preserved imfmmy which might bo useful 
to tho progress of comparative anatomy It 
was put m a garrof; where it remained for 

II years between the skelotons of an ape 
and X c»unol I^—‘Huvvl 6oiuwiurs de la 2Vr 
reur iv 74 

t All the sections of Paris and the neigb 

liourlnp communes roiotced to lay ou the 
altar ol tbcir country tlie chief spoils of su 
porsution and the Com ention did not know 
whether to xdmire most the ms^ihccncAf 
the o^Tings,or the patriotic eeal of the con 
tnbutors All Pans and tho neighbouring 
communes rononncod Catholicism Who 
(onld reckon the enormous riches of Bni 
nelle and Irantnade formerly St Denis ? all 
cluR glittermg mass of absurd toys which 
the stupidity of our kings had buned in 
churches? — Prudhomxb, RholtUtom de 
Pans Ko 216, p 213 


and heroes were tossed about like foot 
balls by the profane multitude, thej 
made a jest of the lips before which 
nations had trembled Nothmg could 
equal the fury with which the popu 
lace, m the greater part of Fi'ance 
threw themselves on the monumental 
remains in the chutches. It would 
seem as if their rage at the dead was 
even greater than their exasperation 
at the living Haidly any monuments 
of note escaped dilapidation This de 
vastation was much more complete than 
in Scotland during the fury of the Re 
foiTnation, for there the images and 
tnonastenes only were destroyed—^thc 
graves were not nfled The menu 
mental remains which had escaped 
their sacrilegious fury, were subse 
quently oollecied by order of the Di 
rectory and placed in a great museum 
at Pans, in the Rue Petits Augustins, 
where they long lemained piled and 
heaped together in broken confusion— 
an emblem of the Revolution, which 
destroyed in a few years what centu 
nes of glory had erected. 

45 Having massacred the great of 
the present, and insulted the illustn 
ous of former ages, nothing remained 
to the Revolutiomste but to direct tlieii 
futy against Heaven itself Fache, 
bert, and Chaumette, the leaders of 
the municipality, publicly expressed 
their detenmnation “to dethixine the 
King of Heaven, os well as the mon 
aichs of the ear^ To accomplish 
this design, they prevailed on Gobd, 
the apostate constitutional Bishop of 
Fans, to appear at the bar of the Con 
vention, accompanied by some of tho 
clergy of his diocese, and there abjure 
the Chnstian faith That base prelate 
declared, ** that no other national fe 
hgion was now required but that of 
hberty, equahty, and morality " t Many 

t Gobol s alyuration of Chrisbiaxuty was 
m these terms To day while the Revo 
lutlon striden rapidly to a happy close as all 
opinions tend to a common political centre-- 
to-day there ought to be no pubho or ua 
tional worship '^ving that of llb^y and 
sacred equality as the sovereign poople wish 
it so Following my priuoiples 1 suWit to 
the wiU of the peojjue and I come here to 
declare to you that from this day 1 re 
nounoe the exercise of my functions os a 
minister of the Catholic retigion The citi 
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of the conBtitutional biBbopa aad clergy 
m the Convention joined in the piopo 
9 ition The Convention received tliem 
'V^ith loud applause, and gave tlicm the 
fraternal kiss Ciowds of di unken ar 
tisans and shameless prostitutes crowd 
ed to the bar, and trampled undei their 
feet the sacred vases, consecrated fur 
a^es to the holiest purposes of lehgion 
Ine sections of Pans shortly after 
followed the example of the constitu 
tional clergy, and publicly abjured the 
Christian leligion The churches neie 
stripped oi all their ornaments, thtir 
plate and valuable contents were brought 
m heaps to the municipality and the 
Convention, from whence they were 
Hont to tho mint to be melted down 
Trampling under foot the images of 
our Saviour and the Virgin, tliey ele 
vated, aiuidst shouts of applause, the 
buJ» of Marat and LepeUetier, and 
dcuiced round them, singing parodies 
on the Halleluj ih, and dicing the 
Carmagnole Momoro, the punter, an 
ardent member of the municipality, 
then said —“ Citizen representatives 
you Hue before you youi brothels, who 
desire to be regenerated, and to become 
men You see the bishop of Paris, the 
grand vicars, and some of the pnests, 
who, led by reason, come to lay aaule 
tho character which superstition had 
^ven them that great example will be 
imitated by their colleagues It is thus 
that the uinions of despotism concur 
m its destruction it is thus that soon 
the French Bepubhe will reoi^ise no 
other worship but that of liberty, equsr 
lity, and et^al trutiii which, thanks 
to your immortal laboupi, will soon be¬ 
come uiuversaL’^ During several weeks, 
daily abjurationa by the constitutional 
clergy took place at the bar of the Con 
ventum. OnthelOihKovembei^Si^yea 
apjpeared, and abjured like the rest 
“ I have lived,” said he> ** the victoi of 
superstition. I will not be its slave. 1 
know no other worship but that of li 
berty, no other religion but the love 
of humanity and eountKj^ '* 

46 Shortly after, a etill more in- 

sens my vicars hem present jom tte in this 
conseonetitly we abai^doa eur titles. Hey 
tma example serve to consoUdate the reign 
^h^y^aadequality VivelaR^hUquel 


decent exhibition took place before the 
Convention The celebrated prophecy 
of i atber Beauregard w a>t accomplished 
—" Beauty without modesty was sten 
usurping the place of the Holy of 
HoheB 1" Hebert, Chaumette, and their 
associates, appeared at the bar, and de 
Glared that ‘‘God did not exist, md that 
the worship of Reason was to be sub 
stituted in hia stead ’ Ch tumette said 
‘‘Legislutivefanaticism has lubi itshold, 
it has given pi ice to reason Its daik 
eyes could not beaz the light ot reason 
We have left its temples, they are re 
generated. To-day an immense multi 
tude are assembled under its Gothic 
rooft, which for the first time, will re 
echo with the voice of tinith. There 
the Flench will cclebiate their true 
worship—that of liberty and reason 
There wo will forni new vows for the 
prosperity of the amnes of the Repub 
lie, there we will abandon tho*w oi bhip 
of uxanimate idols ior that of ReasoUf 
this animated image tbe chef d'cettrre oi 
creation A veiled female arriyed in 
blue drapery, was brought mto the Cun 
vention, ami Chaumette, taking her by 
the hand—“Mortals, said he, “cease 
to tremble before the powerless thun 
ders of a (»od whom your fears have 
created Henceforth acknowledge no 
dmiiity but leason I offer you its 
noblest and purest image, if you must 
have idols, saenhee only to such as 
this. 1 hen, letting foil the veil, he 

oxclarmod, “ Fall before the august 
Senate of Freedom, Veil of Reason * ' 
At t^e same time the goddess appeared, 
personified by a celebrated beauty, 
damo Maillara of the opera, known in 
more than one character to most of the 
Convention The goddess, after being 
embraced by the president, was mount 
ed on a magnificent car, aim conducted, 
amidst on immense crowd, to the cathe 
dral of Notre Dome, to t^e tbe place 
of the Ddty There she was elevated 
os the high altar, anil received the ado 
ration of oU present, while a numerous 
band of elemmt youz^ woman, all fyu 
roiHtee i4 we opera, her attendants, 
whose sRurtng low already sufficiently 
indicated tibteir profession, reUrod into 
the clmi^ls round the choir, where every 
spemes of licontiousness and obscenity 
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was indulged in without control, with 
liaidJy anweil fiom the public ga^e 
lo sufh i length wfi^ this cained, that 
Robespiure affcerwaids declared that 
1 haumctto deaei’ved death for the abo 
minaiions he had p€a nutted on that oc 
ciaion Then( eforward that ancient edi 
hoe was called the Temple of Reason * 
i he same scene soon afterwards took 
place in the Chuich of St feulpice, whore 
the paH of the goddess of Reason was 
pti formed by Madame Momoro, wife 
4 *f the pnntei, and the intimate friend 
of H^^bo^t She appeared to the oiowd 
of worshippers in the attire in which 
Venus dispi ij ed herself to Paris, but 
to hei Cl edit it must be added, her 
shame was tuch thit she fainted on 
the altar 

47 The inunic!i>ality, elated by the 
piK cess of thou clforta to ovciturn the 
Ohiistiau religion, and the countenance 
they had received in tbvir dobigns from 
thi National Convention, lost no tioio 
in adopiuig the most decisive measures 
fo] its entire extirpation AU the relics 
pieserved m the chuichcs of Pans were 
ordered to be deposited in the com 
mune, and the loudest applause shook 
thu hall when tl^e section of Qumze 
Yiugts brought the shut of Sunt Louis, 
long the object of esteem, to be burned 

* It w i m<.«t cunoiis omnimstmce that 
oxaetb the same thing had been done at 
CouBtantinoplc six hundred ycira before 
by tilt French Crusaders, who stormed the 
Ityzantmo capital *la the Cathedral of Bt 
ftophia* sava Gibbon the ample veil of 
the sanctuary was rent asiuxder for the sake 
of the gulden itlngc oud the attar a monn 
ment of art aud rlohos was broken lu pieces^ 
tuid shared among the captors Apros^vtuiU 
wfu HoUd on tne throne qf the ratriarch 
aud that daughter of Bolial, as she is styled 
sang and danced in the church to ridicule 
tl u liymns and processions of the Onontals 
After stilppmg the gems mid pearls ^ey 
converted tb^ obalioos Into dnnkmgoupa 
ind they trampled under foot the meSt von 
erable obicets of the Ohriatian wori^p 
were the ^eposttonee of the royai dead eeeure 
fromviolation In the Church of the Apos^leai 
the tombs oi the Rnperore were ruled 
It ;s said that after six centmiea, the eor^e 
of Justmiou was found without any signs of 
decay or putref^tion. «^ibbok xi 287 
Is this the History of 1201 or 1793-ir0f the 
sack of Constantinople or the oi!gios of 
the Revolution? National character seems 
indelible by any lei^th of time Cceluma 
non anunum mutaut* <im trsns qiare oar 
runt 


on the altar of Reason On the 11th 
November the populni society ot the 
Musde entered, the hall of the munici 
polity, exclaiming, \ive la Raison ! 
and carrying on the top of a poll the 
half burnt remams of several books, 
among others the bieviaries, and the 
Old atid ^ew le^tament, “which have 
expiated m a great fire/ said then pre 
Bident, “all foolenes which they 
have made the human race commit * 
Takmg advantage of the enthusiasm 
which this announcement excited, H4 
bert proposed and earned a resolution 
for the demolition of the whole of the 
steeples of Ptna, on the ground that 
they were “ repugnant to the principles 
of equality ’ On the same day, a de 
cree was passed for the destruction of 
all the sculpture on Notre Damt, ex 
ceptiug that on the two lateral poztals, 
which were to be saved, Chauxnette 
said, “ because Dupiers had there traced 
his planetoiy system * Finally, on the 
23d November, atheism m kiauce 
reached its extreme pomt, by a decree 
of the municipality onlenng the immt 
diate closing of all the chutches, and 
placing the whole priests under surveil 
lance. At the same period they gave 
decisive proof of the bloody use they 
were to make of their power, by ordei 
mg lists of all the persons who were 
suspected, and all who had at any time 
signed anti revolutionary petitions, to 
be sent to the forty eight sections of 
Paris, and m some sections thevrefused 
passports to them, when desuous of 
leaving the city 

48 The services of religion were now 
univemlly abandoned. The pulpits 
were deserted throughout all the revo 
lutionised districts, bapUsm ceased, 
the bunal service was no longer heard, 
the sick received no communion, the 
dying no consolation A heavier ansr 
thema than that of papal power pressed 
upon the peopled realm of France^the 
anathema of Heaven, inflicted by the 
madness of her own inhabitants. The 
village bdls were silent, Sunday was 
obliterated. Infancy enured the wovld 
without a blessing, left it without 
a hope In lieu of the services of the 
church, the licentious fdtes of the new 
system were pei:£onued by the west 
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aI)andoned femides, it appeared as if 
the Chnstian worship had been sue 
ceeded by the orgies of the Babylonian 
priests, or the grossnesa of the Hindoo 
theocracy On every tenth day a revo 
lutionary leader ascended the pulpit, 
and preached atheism to the bewildered 
audience, Marat was universally dei 
hed , and even the instrument of death 
was sanctided by the name of the Holy 
Guillotine It might well be called 
so how many martyrs did it bring to 
light * On all the public cemeteries the 
inscription was placed, “Death is an 
t temal Sleep The comedian Monvel, 
in the church of St Roch, earned un 
piety to its utmost length “ God * if 
you exist, said he, “ avenge yonr m 
juied name I bid pmi defiance You 
lemaiii silent, you dare not launch 
your thunders, who, after this, will 
beheve in your existence ( * It is by 
sldWer means, and the operation of un 
failing laws, that the decrees of Provi 
dence are accomplished A more con 
vincing proof of divine govemmentthau 
the destruction of the blasphemer was 
tbout to be afforded, the annihilation 
of the guilty by their own hands, and as 
the consequence of the passions which 
they themselves had unchained. “Deus 
patieus,” says St Augustm, “ quia leter 
nus * 

49 The most sacred relations of life 
were at the same penod placed on a 
new footing, suited to the extravagant 
ideas of the times Marriage was de¬ 
clared a civil contract, binding only 
during the pleasui'e of the contracting 
parties. Divorce immediately beomne 
general the oormpitou of manners 
leached a pitch unknown during 
worst days of the monaiohy, the vices 
of^he marquises and countesses of the 
tune of Loins XY descended to the 
shopkeepers ami artisans of Pans 1^ 
3 ndiB<inminatedidcioncubiLnage become, 
that, by a decree of the CSonvention, 
bastards were declared entitled to an 
equal share of the sucoeasicu with le 
gitimate childim Mademoiselle Ar 
uould, aoelebrated comedian* expressed 
Hxe puldic feehng when she oalled 
the SacranutUof AduUerp ^ 
The divorces m Pani, in the first three 
* God is patient because eternal' 


[chap xit 

months of 17*13, were 562, while the 
momages were only 1785—a proper 
tion probably unexampled among man 
kmd. The con^iequences soon became 
apparent Before the eia of the Ooii 
sulate, one half ot the whole biiths in 
Pans were illegitimate, and at this 
day, notwithstandmg the apparent re 
formation of manners which has taken 
place since the Restoration, every third 
child to be seen in the streets of Pans 
is a bastard. 

50 A decree of the Convention so<in 
after suppreesod all the public schools 
and colleges, even those of medicine 
and surgery Their whole revenues 
were confiscated Fveu the academies, 
which had become bo celebratetl m Eu 
ropeaii history, by the illnstnous men 
by whom they had been graced, were 
involved m the general proscnption 
The exquisite tapestry of the Gobelins 
was publicly burned, because the mark 
of the crowu and ai ma of L ranee was 
on it All the sculpture and statuary 
which could be found on tombs, lu 
churches, palaces, or chateaus was de 
stroyed, because it savoured of royalty 
and aristocracy New schools, on a plan 
originally traced out by Gondorcet, were 
directed to bo formed, but no efficient 
steps were token to insure thou eatab 
lishment, and education, for a numbei 
of yeara^ almost entirely ceased through 
all France * One establishment only, 
the Polytechnic School, dates fiom this 
melancholy e^ch During this fearful 
night, the whole force of the human 
mind was bent upon the mathematical 
sciences, which fiourished from the eon 
centrution of its powers, and were soon 
illuminated by the most splexidid light. 
In the general havocs even the establish 
ments of charity were not spared. The 
revenues of the hospitals afid humane 
institutions throughout Hie countiy 
were confiscated by the despots whom 
the people had seated on the throne ^ 
tl3^ir domains sold as part of the na¬ 
tional property Soon the terrible ef¬ 
fects of the simpresaion of all permanent 
sources of redief to the destitute became 

* Under tho Betgn of Terror the col 
leges and schools were entirely deserted 
nurents wore unable to think of anything 
but the immediate neceaslty of preserving 
lift * —i>eia Am$, xii 2 
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c^ppoient Mendicity advanced witli memoiy of Mai at, who, beyond either 
frightful steps, and soon the condi Voltaire oi Rousseau, became the ob 
tion of the poor throughout France be- ject of general adoration Then was 
came such as to call forth the loudest seen how much the generous but mis 
lamentations from the few enlightened taken devotion of Charlotte Corday had 
philanthropists who ntiU followed the in reality strengthened the power of the 
car of the Revolution tyrants The fiuit of crime is uevei 

51 In the midst of the general de salutary, for it shocks the feelings, on 
sertion of the Chnatian faith by the which alone real amendment can be 
constitutional clergy, it is consolatory founded Marat’s bust was placed in 
to have, for the honour of human na the Convention, and on an alter in the 


ture, one instance of an opposite cha 
i actor to recount Giegory, Bishop of 
Blois, arrived in the Convention, he 
was piessed to imitate the example of 
Gobei He ascended the tiibune, and, 
while the Assembly expected to hear 
him abjure like the lest, he said “ My 
attachxnentto the causeof hbertyisweil 
known, 1 have given multiplied proofs 
of it. If the present question relates 
to the revenues of my bishopric, I re 
sign them without regret If it is a 
question of religion, that is a matter 
l^youd your jurisdiction, and you have 
no nght to enter upon it 1 hear much 
of iamdaoism and superstition Reflect 
on what the words mean, and you will 
see that it is something diametrically 
opposite to religion As tor myself, 
Cathohe by convictiou and sentiment, 
pnest by choice, 1 have been named 
by the people to be a bishop, but it is 
neither from them nor you that 1 hold 
my mission 1 consented to bear the 
mitre at a tune when it was a crown 
of thorns they tormented me to ac 
cept it they torment me n ow to extort 
an abdication, which they shall not tear 
from me Acting on sacred principles 
which are dear to me, and which 1 defy 
you to ravish from me, I have endeav 
oured to do good m my diocese 1 will 
remam a bishop to do so, and 1 invoke 
for my shii^d the hberty of woralup 
This courageous speech produced great 
astonishment m the Convention, imd 
he was denounced at the Jacobins for 
havmg wished te^'clmstiaiiiso' thel^ 
volution, but Robespierre, who was m 
secret averse to these scan^ous scenes 
as likely to disci^t it, did not support 
the clamour, and he escaped being sent 
to the guillotine 

52 Meanwhfie the Jacobins wm be 
stowingeveiyimagmable honour on the 


liouvre, with the inscription — ** Un 
able to corrupt, they have assassinated 
him lie became, literally speaking, 
an object of worship great numbers 
of victims were sacrificed to his me 
mory, and the monster who had mces 
santly urged the cutting oil of two hun 
dred and eighty thousand heads, was 
assimilated to the Saviour of the woild 
A couplet was composed a member 
of the Revolutionary Committee of tho 
section Marat, the burden of which itas 
—sacred heart of Jesus * O sacred 
heart of Marat ^ On the 21 st Sep 
tember, his apotheosis took place with 
great pomp His bust was soon to be 
seen in every viUo^ of France, and, 
on the 14th >7ovezxibei a decree of the 
Convention, proceedmg on a report of 
the younger Chdxiier, was passed di 
reeling his ashes to be transferred to 
the Pantheon, where they were accord 
ingly deposited with great pomp not 
long afterwards, in the room of the re 
moms of Mirabeau, which weie thrown 
out. Many months had not elapsed be 
fore Ch^mer a brother, the celebrated 
poet, became the victim of Marat s 
pnnoiplea 

53 But amidst this extraordinary 
mixture of republican transports and 
mdividual baseness, the great measures 
of the Revolution were steadily advan 
ciag, and producing effects of mcal^ 
lable moment and lasting effect on the 
fortunes of France Three of para 
mount importance took place dunng 
the course of the year 179S, and pro 
duced consequences which will be felt 
by the latest gen^tion m lhat coun 
try These were the immense levies, 
flnt of three hundred thousand, then 
of twelvehundrodthousand men, which 
took pkoe m ihe course of tlutt year, 
the eonfiaoation of two thirds of the 
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landed pioporty in the kingdom, which 
arose from the decrees of the Conven 
tion agajust the emigrants, clergy, and 
pel sons oonvicted at the Hevolutionary 
Tribunals, and the unbounded issue 
of assignats on the secunty of the ua 
tional domains These gi eat measures, 
which no government could have at 
tempted except during the fervour of 
a revolution, mutually, though for a 
bntf pciiod, upheld each other and 
perpetuated the i evolutional^ system 
by the nppoi-taut interests which were 
made to dejiend on its coutinumce 
The immense levy of soldiers drew off 
almost all the ardent and energetic 
spirits, and not only furnished bread 
to the multitudes whom the closing of 
•^11 pacific employments bod deprived 
of subsistence, but let off in immense 
channels the mdamed and diseased 
blood of the nation, the confiscation of 
the laud placed funds worth above 
^700,000,000 Bterhng at the disposal 
of the government, which they were 
enabled to squander with boundless 
profusion in the maintenance of the 
revolutionary regime at home, and the 
contest with its enemies abroad, the 
extraordinary issue of paper, to the 
amount ultimately of ^£350,000,000, 
always enabled the treasury to hqtu 
date the deinonds upon it, and inte 
rested every holder of pioperty in the 
kingdom m the support of the national 
domains, the only secunty on which it 
lested Iiuring the unparalleled and 
almost demoniac euei^ pioduced by 
the sudden operatiou of these powerful 
causes, Franco was unconquerable, o|id 
it was then combined operation which 
broughtittnumphatit tl^ugh thatvio 
lent and unprecedented enm 
54 Ehrope has had too much reason 
to lieoome acquainted with the military 
power developed FVanoe during this 
eventful period, hut the civil force 
exerted by Uie dictators within their 
own donunionB, ihougdi less generally 
known, was pexhabs sW niore remark 
able Forty eig^t thousand revolution 
axy committee were noogx estshhshed 
m the Republic, being onO m each 
commune, aud embracing above 500,000 
members, all the most resolute and de 
texmmed of the Jacobin party Each 


of these mdividuolsu ceivedthrce franco 
u day OH his wages for seeking out 
Mctims for arrest and the scaffold, 
and the annual charge foi them was 
591,000,000 fr, or nearly £24 000,000 
BteiliDg Btiween the mihtaiy defend 
el 9 and the civil servants ot tlie govern 
ment, almost all th< active and n so 
lufc< men m Iiance, and the whole of 
the <lopraved and abandoned ones, were 
in the pay of the dictatois, and the 
whole Btomng energj of the country 
fed on the spoils of its defenceless opu 
lence a terrible system, dniwmg o^r 
it the total dissolution of society, ca 
pable of being executed only by the 
most audacious wickedness, but never 
likely, when it is attempted, of fulnig 
for a time at least, of success. This 
system produced astonishing effects foi 
a limited jionod, just as an individual 
who, m a few years, squanders a great 
fortune, outshines all those who live 
wholly on the fruits of their inductry 
But the inevitable period ot w cakuess 
soon amves, the maniac who exerts 
his demoniac strength cannot lu the 
end w lihataud the steady efioits of in 
telligence The career of extravaguice 
IB in genei al short, bauki uptoy ai rests 
ahke the waste of improvidence and 
the fieeting splendour which attends it 
55 Cambon the minister of finance 
m August 1793, made on imjiortant 
and astonishing revelation of the length 
to which the issue of assignats had 
been carried under the Reign of Ter¬ 
ror The national expenses had ex 
oeeded $00,090,000 of fraiioa, or above 
£12,000,000 a month, the receipts of 
the treasury, during the disorder which 
prevailed, never reached a fourth part 
of ihat sum, and there was no mode of 
supplying the deficiency but by on in 
cessant issue of paper mcjpey The 
quantity in oirculaison on the 15t}i 
August 1793 amounted to 3,775,846,033 
Iivrea, or £151,000,000, the quantity 
issued since iju commencemsat of the 
Revolution hfwl been no less tlim 
5,100,000,000 Irancs, or £204,000,000 
starling This system eontmued during 
the whole Eeign Terror, and pro 
duoed a total oonfueion ef property of 
every sorh All the persons employed 
by goveroment^ both m the mvd and 
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military departments, weie paid in the paid in paper, than if paid m the prt 
papei currency at par, but as it rapidly cioua met^ It is needless to say that 
foil, flora the onormous quantity in cir this forced attempt to suatam the value 
culation, to a tonth part, and soon a of the assignats pioved totally nuga 
twentieth of its value, the pay received tory, and the consequencGS soon be 
was merely nommol, and those in the came fatal to many classos of persons 
rf-oeipt of the loigest apparent incomes Debtors of every description hastent d 
weie in want ot the common necessa to discharge their obligations , and the 
Ties of life Pichegru, at the head of creditors, compelled to accept p xjier at 
the army of the north, with a nominal par, which was not worth a fifth or 
pay of four thousand fiaucs a month, tenth, at last not a hundredth, of itfe no 
wis lu the actual receipt on the Rhine minal value, weie dcfiauded of nearly 
in 1795, ol only two hundred ftancs, oi the whole of their property But their 
^8 sterling in gold orsilver^a smalior outenea were speedily diowned in the 
Hum than the pay ot an English lieu shout of the far more numerous body 
tenant, and Hoche, the commander of a of debtois liberated from their de 
hundred thousand men, the army of La mauds These transjiorts, howevei, 
Vendee, besought the government to weie of short duration, and the laboui 
sendhimahorHe^ashewasnnabletopur mg classes from the very first were 
chase one, and the military requisitions ruined beyond ledeniption. Their wages, 
had exhausted all those in the countiy in consequence of the total destruction 
where he commanded If such was the of credit^ general decline of consump 
condition of the superior, it may be tion, and umversal stagnation of indfia 
imagined what was we situation of the try, had by no mc^ans nsen m proper 
inferior officers and private soldiers, tion to this fall in the value of the 
While in then own country, and de assignats, and they found themselves 
pnved of the resource of foreign plun miserably off foi the neceasanea of life, 
(ler, they were literally starving, and while the farmeis, raising the price of 
the necessity of conquest was felt as thetr provisions m proportion to the 
stiougly, to enable them to Uve on the fall in the value of paper, soon elevated 
spoils of their enemies, oa to avert the them beyond the reach of the labour 
sword of desolation from the frontiers mg poor This state of things, so op 
of France posite to what they had been led to 

66 This constant and mcreasmg de expect as the result of a revolution 
preciation of the aasimats produced its excited the most vehement discontent 
natural and unavoidable effect in on among the working classes, they as 
unpreoedentedenhanoementofthepnee cnbed it all, as is always the case in 
of provisions and all the article of hu similar mrcumatonces, to the efforts oi 
man consumption The were anstocratsand forestallers, onddemaud 

not absorbed lu the purchase of the na ed with loud* cries that they should be 
tional domains, because the holders led out to the guiUotme 
were disfrustful of the security of the 57 It became then absolutely neces 
revolutionary title, which they could awry to have recourse to a moismum 
alone receives, and as their issue con powerful as the Committee of I*ublio 
toued at tpe rat© of £10,000,000 ster Salvation was, a longer continuance*of 
ling a month, of course the market be- the public discontents would have on 
came gorged, and the value of these dangered its existence Com, indeed, 
securities rapidly dedined. Though was not wanting, but the fisrmors, 
this depreciation was unavoidable, ^e dreading the tumult and vicdenoe of the 
Convention endeavoured to arrert markets, and unwilling tp part with 
and enacted the punishment of six their produce at the nominal value of 
years in irons agamst any who should the assignats,aofused to brmg it to the 
^change any quantity of silver or gold towna To such a pit<h w this evil 
for a greater nominal value of assispaats, anse m the beginning of May 1798, 
or should oeh a larger pnoe for tmy that the Convention was foived to i^ue 
artrclesof meLcliandise,jfthepnae was a decree^ oompeUmg the famera and 
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gram mercbants to declare wliat stock 
they had m their po-^sessiou, and to 
bring it to the public markets at a price 
fixed by each commune Domiciliary 
Tifiite weio authorised, to inspect the 
stock of each holder of com, and false 
returns i^eie punished by a forfeiture 
of the whole In addition to this, the 
disti ibution of bread by the bakers waa 
provided for in the most minute man 
ner No one could obtain it without 
producing a carte dc sHreti, issued by 
the revolutionary committees, and on 
that carte was inscabed the number of 
his family, and the quantity to be de 
livered to each member Finally, to 
put an end to the scandalous scenes 
which generally took place at the 
b ikers doors, it was enacted that every 
bread shop should have a rope attacked 
to tt , each person, os he amved, was 
obliged to take it in his hand, and re¬ 
main quietly there till all before him 
uere served But m the struggles of 
discontent and famine, the cord was 
frequently broken, fierce conflicts en 
sued, and nothing but a prompt mter 
position of mihtaiy force "was able to 
restore tranquillity To such mmute 
and vexatious regulations are govern 
mente reduced when they once violate 
the freedom of human action , and to 
such a load of fetters do the people m 
the end subject themselves, when they 
give way to the insane passion for de 
inocratic power 

58 Alltheotherarticlesofsubsistence 
as well as com speedily rose with the 
increased issue of the assignats, and the 
people persisted in ascnbmg to fore 
stallers the natural consequences qf a 
depreciated circulation !■ rightful tu 
inults in consequence arose, the boats 
wljjch descended the Seme with gro 
cenes, fhiits, and wood, were seized 
and plunder^ Temfied at the con 
tmu^ recurrence of these disorders, 
the capitalists declined investing their 
money in purchases of any sort, and 
the shares m foreign mercantile com 
ames rose rapidly from the increased 
emand foi them, as th» only invest¬ 
ment aifording a tolerable of se 
cimty another striking proof of the 
disasti ouB influence of the disorders oon 
sequent on popular ambition, and thmr 
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tendency to turn from the people the 
reservoirs by which tlieii industry is 
maintained During the perils and 
chances of a revolution, the tendency 
to gambling of every sort prodigiously 
increased Men who liad the sword of 
Damocles continually suspended over 
their heads, sought to make the most 
of the numerous chances of making 
money which the rapid issuo and fall 
of the assignats, and the boundless pro 
fusion of artides of luxury, brought 
into the market by the rum of their 
owners, naturally occasioned Soenor 
mous did these evils become that on 
i6th July 1798 the foiestalling of pro 
visions was declared a capited cnine, 
aud the penalty of death was in like 
manner extended to all those who re 
tamed articles ot subsistence without 
bringing them to daily sale, or who did 
not, within eight days from the publi 
cation of the decree, make a declara 
tion to the municipcd ofiieere of their 
district, of the amount of provisions, 
including wine and oil, they had on 
hand, with a specification of the pro 
portions m which they were going to 
bring them to market 

59 The bourse of Pans was crowded 
with bankers, revolutiomsts ci devout 
pnests, ruined nobles, and adventurers 
of every description, who sometimes 
made enormous gams, and passed a life 
of debauchery with actresses, opera 
dancers, and abandoned women of every 
description, whom the dissolution of so¬ 
ciety hod brought m contact with those 
who had nsen for tibe moment on the 
wheels of fortune Such was the imi 
versal profligacy of manners, arising 
from the dread of poptfiar jealousy, that 
almost all the members of the Conven 
tion lived publicly wath mistresses, who 
became possessed of much of their in 
fluenoe m the state To have done 
otherwise would have exposed them to 
the blasting suspicion of being Chns 
tis^ and Royalists This prevailing 
profliga<^ appeared m the most stnkmg 
manner m great number of divorces 
which took phu^ dunngthiB calamitous 
period of flinch history They were 
owing partly to marriage being now de 
dared a civil contract, which might be 
dissolved at any tune at the pleasure 
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of the contracting parties, partly to the 
irreligion and lax morali^ of the age 
and partly to the dreadful uncertainty 
of life, and the thirst for immediate 
enjoyment, which had seized all classes 
from that uncertainty From these com 
bmed causes, the morality of the age, 
as measured by the relations of the sexes, 
saoklowerin revolutionary France than 
it had ever done in modern Europe, 
and the number of divorces,* in the 
Erst burst of social legeneratxon, ex 
ceeded what had been known m Rome 
under the despotism of the Csosars So 
far did the universal fervour and the 
license of passion proceed, that it led 
to the institution of clubs for women, 
where political subjects of ail sorts were 
discussed with all the vehemence and 
impassioned feeling which characterise 
the softer sex One of these female 
clubs was held m a hall adjoining that 
of the Jacobins, and speedily became 
the favourite resort of the most noted 
ictresses and courtesans m Pans One 
of tlie former named Bose Laoombe, 
acquired great celebnty by her fearless 
demeanour, her beauty, and ardent de 
clamatioDH m favour of republican pnn 
ciples The disorders consequent on 
these female assembhes, which had six 
thousand members, at length became 
80 flagrant, that they attracted the 
notice of the Convention and munid 
polity Chaumette had the address to 
persuade the female patnots who had 
forced their ww into the hall of the 
mumcipality, that they had mistaken 


the real theatre of their power, and that 
instead of aiming at dividing the gov 
ernment of the state with men, they 
would do better to acquire an undivided 
dominion by ruUng the men + The 
female clubs were soon after closed by 
order of the Convention 

60 Nor was the state of the prisons 
m Pans and ovei France a less extia 
ordinary and memorable monument ol 
the Reign of Terror When the Giron 
diets were overthrown, on the Slat Ma> 
1793, the number of pnsoners in the 
different jails of Pons was about 1160 
but, before three mouths of the Reign 
of Ten 01 had elapsed, their numbei 
was doubled, and it gi^ually rose to 
an average of aur, and at last eight 
tJiousandj comtaiUly t» eapttmty tti the 
metropolis alone The whole prisons in 
the capital being filled by this prodi 
gious crowd, the castle of Vmconues 
was surveyed with a view to additicu 
al accommodatiou, and the Jacobins 
boasted it could contain six or seven 
thousand more t The ofiiciat bulletins 
pubhshed weekly, of the number of pri 
soners m the jails of Pans, is one of the 
most Intel estmg monuments of the Re 
volution, and Leveaux s Journal de la 
MoiUagntf the Jacobin organ of Fans 
set up on the 2d Jupe 1793, has at least 
done one service to humanity by havmg 
preserved the dismal lecord. It is 
equalled only by the catalogue of the 
executions, which, long averaging from 
seven to ten, at length rose to forty and 
flfty, and, on the fall of Robespierre, had 


* The following Table—«ne of the mostcurioui records of the Revolutlon—com^led front 
the MmiUmr of the dates under meudoned, shows tho sucriages and divorces m Fans dur 
log part of the Keign of Termr 


1793 

May 
Tune 
July 
Bept 44. 
Oct 16 

1794 
Feb 


Homages 

Divorces. 

Births 

Deaths 

Moniteiir 

658 

211 * 
183 ^ 

1724 

2039 

11th Juno 

580 

1635 

1667 

4th \ug 

639 

218 

1767 

1512 

Do 

24 

9 

42 

64 

Sept 

8 

6 

40 

66 

Oct 18 

890 

190 

1754 

2174 

March 26 


The marriages opd divorces—or civil * as it is called—aro published verj irregolarlj 

m the MonUeur e 


t Nature said Chaumette * has said to man Be a man to woman. Be a woman, and 
you will become the divinity of hfe Imioiideat women, who wish to act fhe part of men ' 
are you not already well enough off t You sway all our senses * Tour den>otism is that of 
love and consequently of nature At these words the womeii puUed off the red cap * — 
I^AicARTiiis ffigtoift f£u CftrwdvM vii S&5 ^ 

f Repair to Vincennes Six or seven thousand prisoners might be quartered there — 
Hote €le Payau , trouv^t thes Robbspiebrb ii 403 
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at timas I'eached e^gltty a day Apply 
these numbers to the leraamder of 
lb rmce, —whioh, considering the enor 
mouB accumulation of prisoners at 
Lyons, Toulon, and La Vend(?e, and the 
revolutionary tribunals at work in al 
most every considerable town, espe 
daily Nantes, Toulon, Bordeaux, Lyons, 
Btraasburg, md Arras, seems not be 
yond the bounds of probability, and 
call the population of Pans 650,000 or 
about a fortieth pai t of the whole popu 
lation of France which at that pciiod 
contained about 20,000,O00 souls, —and 
we shall arrive at the result, that at the 
commencement of the Reign of Tenoi, 
the number of persons in jail, almost 
all for jHibtical offences, was ovei all 
iWnee foity five thousand, and lu its 


lattei stages hod risen to three hundred 
thoueandf of whom, for a month before 
the fall of Robespieire, from iioo to three 
thousand were daily piU to death hy the 
ffutlloiine —at least a hundred times the 
number of pnsonei's, and a thousand 
times the number of executions, that, 
since the atrocious era of the revooalaou 
of the I diet of Nantes, had disgraced 
the worst }>enod of the monaichy * 

61 The forced requisitions of horses, 
ammunition, provisions, and stores of 
every sort from the people, soon proved 
the source of infinite and most vexa 
tioufl burdens In August 1793, eigh 
teen commissiontrS were nominated by 
iht Convention, with powers to roqmic 
from the piimary assemblies, in every 
part of 'Prance, unlimited supplies of 
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m 
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June 
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August 

27 
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16 

2041 


in 
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2378 



125 
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1072 
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21 

161 


21 
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28 
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51 
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42 
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6.5 
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10 
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77 
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21 

6569 



08 
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10 
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llt> 
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7460 
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15 

7241 


IV 

8 

61 


IS 

7541 



18 

141 


M 

7674 
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36 

m 

May 

24 

83411 
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34 

585 

dune 

1 

7084 





July 

i- 

7802 



— 



at 

7ei» 

MOKiTEUa, Attg 20 


— 

— 


t IndaSlcg tluMe Id ibt CooOergerU. 


Immense as these numbers are we have 
Iho authority of an unexceptionable witness 
for the facti that, during the last five mouths 
of tbo period they worn in reality at least 
1000 greater eveir week than those returns 
exldbi b de loBooxmnv Procte de 

FouQulEn-TiNtiLLB No XV —One reason 
of tHis was that fn m the date ol tbo deoree 
In JUno 1704 directing state prisoners frem 
the dTOMtmeuta in many otuics to be for 
warded to Pai is the prisoners In the Con 
ciergetie one of the largest jails m that city 
to which these foreign detaK^hmeois were 


sent, were not mcluded in the retutus and 
so several of them ore imperfoct 
Uow applicable to Paris at thia penod are 
^elinosof OomeUle — 


]Le 8<)our dc votre potentat 
Qiii n'a qua sos flireum pour maximcs d atat 
Jc n appelle plus Rome-^un eudoe do mu 
rallies 


Queoosprowrlptions eomblentdefuiitiraiUcs 
<%8 mure dout le destiu rut autrefois si beau 


N en sent quo la prison ou plutdt le tombeau 


‘-‘fiertoriut Act ili scene 2 
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men, horses, pfoirisio&s, and ammuni 
lion The pimciplo founded on was, 
tliatthe men and animals indispensable 
foi the purposes of agncnltme should 
aloue bo preserved, and that all the ro 
mauider might be seiised for the pur- 
|xiscH of the Republic All the horses 
of draught and burrkn, not absolutely 
lequired by the cultivators or menu 
iicturois, were seized for the state, oil 
the aims of every desenption appropn 
ated by the government commissioners, 
the gre'it hotels of the emigrants con 
hscated to the use of the state, and con 
verted mto vast workshops for the 
manufacture of arms, clothing, oi equip 
nientfor the aimies, or magazines for 
the storing of subsistence iur the use 
of the people 1 ho principal i a inufao 
tory of arms was established at Pans 
aud the whole workmen in iron and 
jewellery were piessed into its service 
J t f%oon became cap ible of sending forth 
a UiouB uid muskets a day To such 
i length did the dictators carry theu 
principle managing everything of 
their o^vn authority, tliat they com 
polled a return of the whole subsistence 
in every part of ttie country, Mid en 
doavoured to purchase it all, and dis 
tiibute it either to the armies, or at a 
low price to tlie imperious citizens ot 
the tow ns This system of fowed i equr 
sitione gave the government the com 
inand oi a laige proportion of the agn 
cultural produce of the kingdom, and 
it was enfoiced with merciless seventy 
Not only gram, but horses, carnages, 
and conveyances of eveiy sort, were 
forcibly token from the cultivators, 
aud as the payment they received was 
whoUym assigttats,itintrathamounted 
to nothing These exactions excited 
the most violent discontent, but no one 
ventured to give it vent to have ex 
pleased disAbtisfiaotiou, would immedi 
ately have led to denunciation at the 
nearest revolutionary cbtnmrttee, and 
put the ooumlamer in imminent hasard 
of his life To complete the burden, the 
democratic powei, inoessant clatnour, 
aud destitute situation of the people in 
the great towns, rendered it indlspeQ 
sable to adopt some geneial meeaures 
for their relief, and the only method 
which was found eifcctoai was to put 


them on the same footing with the 
armies smd give the agents of govern 
ment the right of making forced requi 
sitions for their support 
62. The maintenance of such imnu nse 
bodies of men as the idle revolutiomsts 
m the great cities composed, ere long 
came to be oi itself equal to the whole 
administration of an ordinary govern 
ment A board was appointed ot five 
directors, who soop hod ten thousand 
pel sons in daily pay, incessantly occu 
pled in enforcing these requisitions fol 
then support This corps of coinmis 
sanes for Paizs was of itself an army 
No less than 636,000 pei-aons daily le 
oeived rations at the public offi< e», the 
entire amount being eighteen hundred 
and ninety seven sacks oi meal, and 
the attention of government was mces 
santly directed towards keeping the 
citizens in good humour by legulanty 
in the distribution The losses stvi 
tamed b^ the agriculiunsts m providing 
for this doily consumption were enor 
mous, the cost of producing their gram 
had augmented tenfold from the depre 
motion of paper, and yet they wei o only 
paid the former pnee by the rcquisi 
tionists The farmers were obliged to 
pay ten francs a-day to their labourers, 
instead of onehanc, as m 1790, and 
everything else in the same proportion, 
yet they were compelled to part with 
their gram at the puce fixed by the 
maximum, which was calculated on the 
scale of places before the Revolution, 
to the impenouB and needy multitudes 
m the towns. In other words, nine 
tenths of the subsurtence daily con 
Burned in Palis was extorted wUkout 
paymmt from the cultivators m ^he 
countiy, and the cues of the sufrerets 
Were stifled by the prospect of the guil 
lotine—a sfriking instance of the giual 
mg oppression exercised even ovei their 
own class by the sovereign people, When 
they once obtahi the asoendoncy, and 
the state of subjection to which, in the 
progress of revolutions, the inhabitants 
of Ske country invariably fall to the 
citizens of to^s 

^ 63 The necSssily of freding the mul 
titude entailod oUier expenses of a more 
serious kmd on the Conveniaon, and 
occasioned a large port of their never 
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ending financial embarrassments Got 
emmeut bought gram from foreigners 
for twenty one fiancs the quintal, and 
retailed it to the populace foi fourteen, 
the cessation of agricultural labour in 
a great port of the country rendered it 
indispensable to carry on this ruinous 
eominerce to a gieat extent and the 
losses thence acozumg to the state were 
stated by Gambon as euoimous The 
expense of feeding the inhabitants of 
Pans soon nearly equalled that of the 
maintenance of the fouitceu armies 
The ConventioD introduced the rumous 
system of distnbuting every day, to 
every citizen of the capital, as the only 
means of keeping them quiet, a pound 
of bread, at the price of three sous in 
assignats—a bui^en which, from the 
fall in the value of paper, soon became 
almost as great as that ol supporting 
them altogether As provisions, in con 
s'^quence of these prodigious efiorts 
made in favour of the metropolis, w ere 
far cheaper there than m the surround 
ing distncts, smuggling from the ono 
to the other went on to a vast extent, 
and continual complainta were made 
of the gieat foitunes which the nch 
were making by exporting quantities 
of bread out of the metropolis At the 
commencement of the Reign of Terror, 
the government adopted the plan of a 
foro^ loan from the opulent classes 
This tax was imposed on an ascending 
scale, mcieasmg according to the for 
tunes of the individunla, and out of 
an income of 50,000 francs, or £2000 
&-year, they took, m 1792,36,000 fhmea, 
or £1140 This imm^e burden was 
calculated as likely to produce at once 
A milliard of francs, or £40,000,000 
aterlmg, and, as a secunt j for this ad 
viuice, the persons taxed received as 
sjgnats, or were inscnbed as pnbbc 
orators on the grand Itvre m the 
Fimch funds—a secunty, in either 
case, depmding entirely on the success 
of the Bevolution, and whidi proved 
in the end almost elusory 
64 The public Cl editors of every de 
sonption continued to be paid in as 
m^ats at par, notwithstanding their 
having follan to a tenth of their nomi 
nal value, in other words, th^ received 
only atenih part of what was really due 


to them To perpetuate still farther 
the dependence of the monied classes 
on the fortunes of the Revolution, the 
plan was projected by Gambon, and 
adopted by the Convention, of compel 
ling all holders of stock to surrender to 
government tLeir titles to it, and, in 
heu of every other written right, they 
were merely insonbed on the g^aiui 
liw of the French debt, and an ex 
tract of that inscnption constituted 
iheieaftei the sole title of the pro 
pnetor Most severe laws were enacted 
to compel the sui render of the older 
titles to the stock, which were imme 
diately burned, and if a year elapsed 
without this being dune, the capital was 
forfeited. AU the capital sums owing 
by the state were converted into per 
petual aniuiities, at the rate of five per 
cent, BO that a stock of 1000 fianos 
was inscnbed on the book for a perpe 
tual annuity of fifty francs, and govern 
ment was for ever reheved of the bui 
den of discharging the prmcipal sums 
“ In this manner, ’ said Gaopbon, the 
debt contracted by despotism becomes 
undistiuguishabLe from that conti acted 
smee the Revolution , and 1 defy des 
potic power, should it ever revive to 
distinguish its ancient creditors from 
those of the new regime As Soon as 
this operation is completed, you will 
see the capitalist who now desires the 
restoration of a king, because be has a 
king for a debtor, and who fears that 
he will lose his fortune if he is not re 
establii^ed, desire equally vehemently 
the preservation of the Republic, when 
his private interests are irrecoverably 
wound up m its preservation" The 
whole cr^tors, both royal and repub 
lican, were paid only in assi^ats, which 
progressively fell to a fifth, a tenth, a 
hundredth, and at last, in 1797, to a 
two hundr^ and fifbieUi jlhrt of then 
nominal value, so that in the space ol 
a few years the payment was entirely 
elusory, and a national bankruptcy had 
IX fact existed many years before it was 
formally declared by the Dnrectory 
65 the measures of government, 
however, how vigorous and despotio so¬ 
ever, proved inadequate to sustain the 
falh:^ value of the ass^niats, or keep 
down tire money price of provisrona, or 
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articles of daily consumption, which tmodmiy Tisits, and any fraud or con 
necessarily rose with such pr^gious cealment was declared punishable with 
additions to the circulating medium death. Commissioners appointed by 
To effect the object, they h^ reoouise the communes were authorised to fix 
to new and still more oppressive r^;u the price at which all these articles 
lahons To destroy the competition of were to be sold , and if the necessary 
rival companies, which prevented the coat of the manii&cture was such as to 
direction of capital towards the pur render the price beyond the reach of 
chase of the national domains, they the people, they were still to be ex 
abobsbed, by decree, all life insurance posed to Bude, at such a reduced pnee 
societies, and edl companies of eveiy asmtghtbnugthem within their means 
description of which the shares were —an atrocious edict, pressmg with un 
transfer ible from hand to hand, they paralleled seventy upon the industnous 
declared traitors to their country aU classes, merely to gr&tify the needy and 
those who placed their funds m any in clamorous multitude m towns, on whom 
vestments in countries with which the the government depended, and which 
Kepublic was at war, and condemned if it had subsisted long in force, would 
to twenty years in irons every pei^n have destroyed all the industry ol 
convicted of lefusing to leceive pay France, and handed over the people to 
luent of any debt in assignats, or bkng the unmitigated honors of actual fSa 
concerned in any transaction in which mine. 

they were received at less than their no 66 These extravagant measures 
minal value Any person found guilty not been many months in operation, 
of buying or aelliug aeeignats wee to be before they {»t>duced the most dasaa 
pumshed with death, by a decree of trous effects A great proportion of 
5th September They ordered that the the shops m Fans and all tiie principal 
bells oftheohmehes would everywhere towns were shut, busmess of every 
be melted down mto sou pieces, to an sort was at a stand, the laws of the 
swei the immediate wants of the pea maximum, and against foreataUerS) ^ad 
santry, and passed a second decree, spread terror and distrust as much 
which ranked forestalling with capital among the middle classes, who had 
enmea By this last law, it was de commenced ^Revolution, as the guil 
Glared that every one was to be con lotmehadamong the nobles and pnests, 
sidered as a for^aller, who withdrew Who hadbeea its earliest victims The 
from circulation men^ndiae of pn retail dealer^, who had purchased the 
mary necessity, without immediately arhcleamWluehtheyde^t from whole 
exposmg it to public sale The artides sale mwohanta bel^ the law of the 
which hod been previously declared to maxunuln, at a jaioe higher than that 
be of primary necessity, were brimd, allowed by the new tariff, were com 
wme, butcher meat, gram, oats, vege- pelled, "bj the terror of death, to sell at 
tables, fruits, coal, wo^ butter, cheese^ a loes to themselves, and saw their for 
linen, cotton stu^, and dress of every tun^ gradually mtUmg away m then 
descnptioD, except silks For all these daily ^ansactiona Even those who had 
articles a tariff of prices was fixed, far hod in iheir stock after the impositiqp 
below whot^th^ could be purchased of the maximum were m no better 
for or produced by the retail dealers, situation, for that regulation had only 
manufacturers, or farmers To carry' fixed their price when retailed to the 
into execution this Unquitoua decree, pubUe, but as it had not find the price 
the most inquisitorial powers wegre eon at whi^ i^e previous manufhoture was 
ferred on the commissmea Uamed to be accompl^hed, nor ihe needShl ex 
the commune Every merchant was penseoftramsportandstoringltiut^ir 
obliged, at their sumHaons, to give a warehouBes effected, aud as their ope- 
statSinent of the goods oontaaoed xa hm. rations were necessc^y paid m propor- 
warehouses, these declarations were tion to the depremabM vidue of the 
liable to be checked at any hour by do currency, &e subaequeut sale at the 
VOL. IIL 
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pncea fixed by the maximum entailed 
ruinous loBsea on the tradesmen The 
consequence was, that the greater part 
of the shops were everywhere closed, 
and those who continued to do business 
did BO only by fhiud, the worst artzcles 
alone were exposed to public sale at the 
legal pnce, and the best reserved for 
those who were wilhng in secret to pay 
their real value. A sepulchril silence 
reigned m the once gay and joyous oa 
pit^ In many streets hardly a shop 
was open, not a li^ht was to be seen 
in the windows at night, and the doors 
were all bamoaded, to giTe the inhabi 
tants the means of escape by the back 
windows, if the commiasanes of the 
Convention came to their abodes * 

67 The people, who perceived these 
frauds, and witnessed the closing of so 
great a number of shops, were trans 
ported with fury, and besieged the 
Convention with the most violent peti 
bons, instating that the dealers should 
be compelled to reopen their shops, 
and contmuo to sell as usual, m spite of 
any loss they might sustain They de¬ 
nounced toe butcnerS} who were accused 
of selling unwholesome meat, the bak 
ers, who furnished coarse bre^ for toe 
poor, and fine for the noh, toe wine 
merchants, who diluted toeir liquors 
by the most noxious , toe «dt 
merchants, the grocers, toe confection 
era, who consjnred together to adulte 
rate the articles in which they dealt in 
a toousmd different ways Chaumette, 
toe ppooureiuvg^ndral, supported 
demands m a violent speech. We 
sympathise,*’ said he, ”wito the evils 
m the people^ because we are the people 
ourselves, the whole counml is com 
posed of Sans culottes, it as the sove 
multitude We care not though 
our heads faU, provided postenty^ vw 
deign to collect our toum It is not 
the Gospd whito I iavoke^t m Flato 
He that stnkes with toe sword toould 


' Instead df toebttsblB cf aetlve J«b, and 
toe stx^Qg wh^ itormmy d^ 

tabbed Fa^, a fiiaevesl stieuce t^sm ta 
of toe towa» to toe shops e» 
every men hastens to htron# 

totoowed hr tbe Wtaetos^ 


be struck with toe sword, he that 
stnkea wito pomon should be struck 
with poison, he tofttfamishosthe people 
should die of famine If subsistence 
and articles of merchandise aie want¬ 
ing, fh>m whom shall the people seize 
them? From the Convention? No 
From toe constituted authorities? No 
They will take them from toe shop 
keepers and merchants It is arms, and 
not gold, which are wanted to set in 
motion our manufactories, toe world 
must know that the giant people can 
crush all its mercantile speculationa 
Rousseau has said, ts^n the people hare 
nothing elee to eat they mil eat the nch * 
68 Inbmidated by such formidable 
petitioners, the Convention and the mu 
nicipality adopted still more ngoious 
measures Hitherto they htiA onlyfixed 
the price of articles of necessity in a 
manufactured state now they resolved 
to fix the pnce of the raw material, 
and the idea was even, entertained ot 
seizing the matenal and the workmen 
alike mr the service of the state, and 
converting all France into one vast 
manufiiotory m the employment of 
government The communes declared 
that every merchant who had been en 
gaged m businesa for above a year, 
who either abandoned or diminished it, 
should be sent to prison as a suspected 
person, the pnces which the merchant 
could exact from toe rttaaler, and the 
retails fn>m toe customer, were mi 
nutely fixed, the revolutionary com 
imttw were alone permitted to issue 
titoeta, authonsiQg purchaaes of any 
sort) only one species of bread, of coarse 
quality, was allowed to be baked, and 
to prevent toe Bcandalous soenea which 
dauy occurred at the bakers’ shops, 
where a number of the pow passed a 
part of the night with the cord in their 
hands, Itwas enactedt thatlihedistnbu 


i t,' I detnaad that, in order to put a stop 
to the mobs at toe dom of the wkeiu. to 
^ motoers of tomUito firom the severe In 
mvemeQoe they have so long endured, tn 
having to ito tmr bregd at ear^ <u /our in 
thi taoma^toe mooicipaUty af Paris cause 
atal:^e to be drawn up, with twelve columns 
tbr each month of toe year at toe bottom 
of whito there shall bea earfifloale for the 

S itihy to wbito eato ep^mnt is euti-^ 

Oto sa, 17^ 
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tion should commence with ihelastar 
7 ived---A regulation which only changed 
the direction of the tumult These 
regulations were speedily adopted from 
themunicipality of Pans over allFrance; 
Soon afber^ the Convention adopted the 
still more hazardous step of fixing the 
pnme cost of all articles of rude pro 
duce The price xi as fixed on the bahifi 
of the puces of iTdO, augmented by 
ceituiu nxed rates for piofit of the 
different hands through uluch they 
pwed, befoie leacluiig the consumer 
To cany into execution the numerous 
regulations on this subject, a commis¬ 
sion of subsistence and provisioning 
was appointedi with absolute powers, 
extending over all Franco itwagcharged 
with the execution of the tariffs, vnth 
the supermtendence of the conduet of 
the muuicipahties in that particular, 
with continually leceiving statements 
of the quantity of subsistence in ^ 
country, and the places where it exist 
ed, with transporting xt from one quar 
tor to another, and providing foi the 
subsistence of the armies, and the fiir 
xushmg them with means of trans 
port 

69 Speculation of every sort—even 
the gambling of the Boutse^was to¬ 
wards the close of the Reign of Terror 
almost at an end. The bankers and 
merchants, accused on all of ele¬ 
vating prices, and seeing some of their 
number daily led out to the scaffold, 
deserted the Exchange, and sought for 
an asylum in the solitude of their 
homes Industry and activity entirely 
ceased every one, intent only on self 
preservation, and fearful of endanger¬ 
ing life if he was thought to be making 
money, remained^ in sullen inac^vity, 
either endurn^ or affecting poverty 
The aspect of France was that of md 
▼ersal deafitutiom Chie would have 
thought that the whold wealth, which 
centuries of industry had »ooumulat4d, 
had suddenly been swallowed up The 
Company of the Indies, the last 
xneroantile establuhment^ was aholoh* 
ed, govenunctat resolved to leave 
investment for ospitd but the purdUtoe 
of ihe national domains. 

70 Her was it only on the c^pulent 
classes tluit the revolutionary 


menta pressed with seventy, they were 
equally oppressive to the poorest Ne¬ 
ver, in truth, had the labourmg poor 
been subject^ to so many and such 
vexations restraints, or obedience to 
them enforced by Bu<h numerons and 
sanguinary punishments. No one ven 
tured to indulge in any luxury, or allow 
himself any gratification Metallic our 
rency had abnost disappeared, and the 
poor received their wages merely in 
paper assignats, with which they were 
unaUe to purchase even the necessanes 
of life, from the enormous extent of 
their depreciation Liable to the guil 
lotino it they either sold above the 
maximum, or refused to take the assig 
uats at their legal and forced value-^ 
ten times their intrmsio worth—the 
dealers had no resource but to close 
their shops, and become mendicants 
like theu customers, at the offices where 
provisums were distnbuted If tHey 
were shopkeepero, they weie compelled 
to fldl at a fictitious pnee, if they were 
purdiasers, they were under the neces¬ 
sity of buyiug the most wretched ar 
ticles, because the best were withdrawn 
by the effect of the forced sales enjoined 
bygovemment Only one kmd of bread, 
of the blackest and coarsest kmd, was 
to be had, and that could be obtamed 
m no other way but by receiving tickets 
ft om tho revolutionaiy committees, and 
waiting half the night, or for hours 
during the day, at the doors of the 
bakers^ with a rope in the hand. The 
names of the weights and measiureB, of 
the days and months, were changed, 
tiiiB labouring poor had only three Sun- 
daya in the month mstead of four, the 
eonsolations of rebgion^ the worship of 
were at an end 

All ihe efforts of the Committee 
oi Pubho Salvatimi, after some tohe^ 
be(ntme insufficient to procure an ade¬ 
quate supply of subsistenoe Commerce 
escaped w mhioua law of the maxi 
muni, and it escaped it m most die* 
astrous of all mujth^hy a total eeseai* 
t&ou Want of Uie sem^ khid waa 
experienced every bran^ of human 
uonsumption» the ordinary Wj^m af 

but<dier-meat fr4eA and as it ooidd stiU 

be pabUo^ sold maximum, 

the btzt^esseaqHMed c^the most ah- 
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wholesome kind of food, and reserred 
the ^tter sort for olftndoBtme sale* 
The evil soon extended to otherartioles, 
vegetables, froits, eggs, butter, and fish, 
diwppeared from the market^ Bands 
of persons travelled &r on the high 
roa^ and met them as they were ap¬ 
proaching Pans, where they were olan 
destinely purchwed at pnoes far above 
the maximum, for the use of the opu 
lent classes. The people were animi^d 
with the most violent mdignation at 
these practices, and, to put a stop to 
them, the Commune enacted that no 
butchers should be permitted to go out 
to meet the cattle on their way to the 
maii:ets, that no meat should be bought 
or sold b ut at the established stalls, and 
that no crowd should be aliow^ to 
collect round the bakers doors before 
SIX in the morning, instead of three, 
the time when they usually began to 
assemble These regulations, like all 
the others, failed of eftect, the crowds 
were just as great and as clamorous 
round the bakers* shops as before vio 
lent tumults constantly arose among 
those who had got possession of the 
ropes at their doors, and, as a last re 
source, the government was preparing 
to lay out the gardens of the Tallies, 
of the Luxembourg, and of sdl the opu 
Imt persons round Pans, m the cmti 
ration of garden studs 
72 At length the evda arising from 
the maximum became so excessive, 
that the inhabitants of Pans were ob 
hged to be put on a Itmlied allowance 
of animal food. The Commission foi 
Frovtsions fixed the eonsumption 
at 75 oxen, 150 qtt{nta)|i of mutton and 
red, and 200 hoga idl the animals 
intended for the consumption of the 
metropolis were brought to n public 
md^k^plaoe, where alone meat was 
allowed to be sold;; and the butchers 
were only allowed to deliver every five 


* But you, uaMw AWk mUiaC h^ektri, 
you yoaietlmto# thstramenis of the 

anti reyolutionisfea The^rmsaWhcoomes 
to vou mieoNl ja sa fto tf ^ gat there 
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days half a pound of meat to each 
fiimily foi each head. The some cat tec 
de sHtctS were uaued by the revolu 
honary committees for this scanty aad, 
as for the rations of bread, bhortly 
after, the supply of wood and cbarco^ 
was found to fail, and laws were passed, 
preveni^ng any one from having in 
store more than a very limited quan 
tity of these necessary articles Lastly, 
the Convention, in P^ruary 1724, pro 
claimed a general fact for six weeks so 
fat as butcher meat was concerned 
Decree the fast I propose, ’ said Bor 
fere, "oi It will come in spite of yon 
We shall soon have neither meat nor 
candles. The oxen which are killed 
just now, have not enough of suet in 
them to make candles for their own 
slaughtering ” t 

73 The preceding details, all pur 
posely taken from official documeuts 
and decrees of the Republican writers 
of France, and eepeeifdly from their 
avowed sm able lead^ and historian, 
M. Thiers, demonstrate that the picture 
drawn by a contemporary wn^r was 
not overcharged, and that the gemus 
of Mr Burke had justly discerned) amid 
the transports of democracy, the galling 
bondage it was inflicting on numkind. 
"The state of France,’” says he, "is 
perfectly simple It oonwts of but two 
descriptions--the oppressors and the 
oppressed. The flrst have the whole 
authority of the state ifl their hands, 
all the amsi ^ the revenues of the 
public, xdl the confiscations of mdivi 
duals and corporations They have 
taken the lower sort from their oocu 

C ms, and have put tiiem into pay, 
they may form them into a bo^y 
of janisMtnes to ovemle mid awe pro* 
pe^ The hei^ of wretcdies 
they hove never Sneered to coot They 
sa]^ly them wi^ a food fortuiy vaned 
1;y the dey, besides the sensual tete 
lutoxioM^on from whmh they are rarely 
free lliey have made pnests and 
pefiple formally abjure i^e Divinity, 
they haye eetrangea them from every 
civil, mond, ^md sodai, or evmi natum 
and sentiment, haUh and 

practice^ hasfc tcadptid them sys- 

t the cat^em'lfrsfr^l^aregulationcf the 
pdim, am lul slfughstM atihur A 1C 
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tematically sayagea, to make it impoa 
Bible for them to be the mstruments of 
any sober and virtuous aiTax^ment^ 
01 to be reconciled to any state of 
order, Under ahy name 'whatsoever 
The other descnption—the oppressed 
•—are people of some property 'they 
are the email lelics of the persecuted 
landed interest, they are the burghers 
and the farmers the veiy oiroum 
stance of -their being of some property, 
though numerous m some points of 
view, they cannot be very comderable 
as a number In cities, the nature of 
their occupations renders them domes 
tiq and fe^le, in the countiy, it con 
fines them to their faim for subBisteuce 
The national guirds are all changed 
and reformed hjvexythmg suspicious 
ui the descnption of which they were 
composed is rigorously disarmed Com 
mittees, called of vigilance and safety, 
art everywhere formed—a most f>evcre 
and Bcrutinising inquisition, fur more 
rigid than anything ever known or 
imagined. Two persona cannot meet 
and confer without hazard to their 
liberty, and even to their bres Hum 
bers scarcely ci edible have been exe 
cuted, and then pioperty confiscated. 
At Paris, and m most other towns, the 
bieod they buy is a doily dole, which 
they cannot obtain without a daily 
ticket delivered to them by their mas 
tere Multitudes of all ages and sexes 
are actually unpneoned. I have reason 
to believe, that m France there are 
not, for various state fio few as 

twenty thousand aetuaUy an jail—a 
large propoitlcm of people of property 
m any state * If a father of a femlly 
should show any dispositum to resist, 
01 to withdraw himself from their 
power, his wife end dbtildren are crneHy 
to answerer it It is by means of 
these hostam ihat th^ ke^ tiiie 
troops, which ihey force by eaessea (as 
they call it) into ^ fidd, titie to thair 
colours. Anolher of ^ir resourca^ie 
not to be forgotten. have lately 
found a way of giving a sort of vHd 

* How much was this wid^n ^ tfeuth \ 
When Hr Burke said tbia. in 
pHsonera in Pranee exceed^ 200,m. 
ms ardent imaglnatbn ftU immeSanrably 
short of the reu atrocfctias of iht Eeign of 
Terror 


quity to the supreme sovereign autho 
nty, which no monarch has been able 
to give to any representative of his 
^e commissioners of the National 
Convention, who are the members of 
the Convention itself, and really exer 
Oise all its powers, make continual cir 
ciuts through every province, and visits 
to every mny There they supersede 
all the ordinary authorities, civil and 
military, and change and alter every 
thing at their pleasure So that, m 
effect, no deliberative capacity exists 
in any poi'tion of the inhabitants ' f 


74 In the midst of all these extra 
ordinary and unprecedented changes in 
society, however, the moral laws of 
nature were unceasingly woxking, and 
prepamg, amid the present triumph of 
wickedness, its final and condign pun 
ishment. Divisions, as umid, hod 
sprung up m the vxotonous body on the 
destruction of their opponents Tvvo 
parties remamed opposM, on different 
principles, to the Decemvirs, whose de 
struction was indispensable to the full 
establishment of their despotic autho* 
rity These parties were the Moderates 
and the Anarchists. At the head of 
the former ware Dantou and Camille 
Desmoulins, the latter was supported 
by the powmful municipality of Fans 
It has been already observed, that 
Danton and his party were sti'angem 
to the real objects of the revolt on 31st 
May They aided the popuUoe in the 
Btruggle mm the Convention, but they 
had no intention establii^ng the 
ohgnrohy wkioh directed, and finally 
k4umphed by their exeitxons After 
the oversow of tiie Girondists, Bobea- 
pierre urged DaUton to retire to the 
ooun'Uy' A tempest IS anedng,'’ Sgid 
he, the have not 

your relatuW with JJumooner Thqr 
hate yonr ihanners, your voluptuous 
and Uidolenthalutttare at variance with 
ijheir anetefe dtspoaition ahd ondyiag 
eaei» W^hdrew for e little, trust 
to a who WiU Watifo ovtr ^our 
danger, andvWU of thhfowt too- 

mew to 

adviee, Uothhig both to gOt Ouit of a 

foetion ad 

f BuikoontheFo&y of Ihe Allies. 
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excesses, and his party vai entirdy 
excluded fooioa the DictatCnal Govern 
meat 

75, The leaders of the Moderates 
were Dauton> Plulhj^>eaux^ CanuUe 
Besmouhua, Pabre d Eglautme^ and 
We&termmn^ the tned comman^r on 
loth August. Their principles were^ 
that terror was to be used only for the 
astablishment of ft^eedom, not made an 
instrument of oppression in the hands 
of those who had gained it, they wished 
above all things ^at the Republicans 
should remam masters of the field of 
battle, but, having done so, they pio 
posed to use thAr victo^ with mode 
ration. In pursuance of these prmci^ 
pies, they reprobated tiie violent pro 
ceedinp of the Dictators, after the vie 
tory of 31 st May had insured the tn 
umph of the populace , desired to 
h^pable tiie Anarchists of the muUici 
p^ity, to put an end to the Bevolu 
tionary Tribunal, discharge from con 
finement those imprisoned as suspected 
persons, and dissolve the despotic com 
mittees of govemment. They had been 
all powerful with the muHitude, as long 
as they ui^ed on their excesses, bat 
their influence had sensibly declined 
since they had withdrawn from an 
active part m public life, and were no 
longer to be seen, at the Jacobins or 
the Cordeliers, hounding on people 
to deeds of violence or murder The 
blasting reputation of moderatm^ had 
not oL.ly already undermined their 
TOwer, but threatooed to bnng them 
to the scafibld. 

70 The otbei: partjrj that of the mu ; 
luoj^Nihty, oa£iHtod th^ ambition and 
extravaganoe even beyond ^le Decern 
vita &Btead of govemmeul^ they pro^ 
fesaed a desire to estaldiah an mtlremfi 
IoobI dieiao<moy4 instead region, 
the oonsem^foa of matenhltsm As 


uBusl m demoeraftio oofitsieiti^ ^y 
bushed ^eir 



hfid 
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tMiymid the doimhaat mettom 
itokve thus to sui^aat Hxmxi m the 
of the populaoet, had 

Wteessed^wiih extnmw^issflftisfiuijtion, 
Ihe oommittees usurp attihe powers of 
government after the revolt 

sold Ihus reap for thenMNe ffl. 
uie fonts of the victory which fhet 
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forces of their Opponents had mainly 
contnbuted to achieve They had 
flattered themselves that iheir weight, 
as the head of the powei^ul mumci 
pality of Pans, having the whole armed 
force of the capital at then command. 
Would have been sufficient to have es 
tablished them m all the offices of go 
vemment, but they had been outwitted 
by Robespierre and the Committee of 
Public S^vation, who, equal to them 
selves in democratic energy and popu 
lar arts, were fhi their supenors m 
talent, and had the gieat advantage of 
being in poasesBion of a piepondorating 
influ^^ce in the Convention. Hence 
they strove to supplant them in the 
favour of the people by still louclei 
professions of popular zeal, and the 
open avowal of ineligious opinions 
Hence the orgies of the Goddess of 
Reason, and other mdecent mtimmc 
nes, with which they captivated the 
populace of Piviib, but, lu the eyes of 
Its abler and less selfish leaders, dia 
graced the Revolution In cruelty, 
obscemty, and atheism, they exceeded 
the Dictatorial Govemment, but these 
were only means to an end In the 
passion for tyrannical po^ er Ihey 
yielded to none, provided only it was 
wielded by themselves 
77 These two pcuiie^ as usual in 
civil disseuBions, mutually re^ached 
each oth^ with the public cmamities 
The Anarolusts incesgaAtiy chaiged the 
Moderates wii^ oorruptiop, uid being 
the secret agents of foreign courts 
The treason of Dumohner^ who hod 
been on teima of mtimaoy with Dan 
ton, was also made the subject of im 
passioned luveetzra " It is you/* re¬ 
plied Hie Dantonists, who are the real 
aooomplices of the stnmger, every 
Hung draws you towards Ahem, both 
the common violence of your lan^sw, 
and the joint design to overturn 
whole insHtu^ons of iVaUce. Behold 
the magistracy, wiuch^errogatea to it- 
mi more thim legislative authority, 
which regulates eveiything-r-police, 
subsistence, worship, which has subati 
tutedanew religion fbr the old one, re 
phmed one superstition by another still 
more ahsuid, whidi openly pre&ohes 
atheism, and causes itself to be imi 
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tated by all the mumcipalities m 
France, Consider those warofficesi 
from wheuoe so many extortioners 
issut, who carry desolation into tixe 
provinces^ (Uid discredit titie Revolution 
by their <^ndfaot. Observe the mum 
cipality and iii& committees—^what do 
they propose to ihemselvea, if it is not 
to usurp the executive and legislative 
authority, to dispossess the Convention, 
and dissolve the government? Who 
could suggest such a demgn but the 
external enemies of France? * 

78 Canuile Desmoulins, m bis eele 
brated publication, entitled Le Vieux 
Cordeher/ drew; under a niofessed^ 
scription of Rome under the Emperors, 
a stiiking pwtuio of the horrors of that 
gloomy penod '‘Everything,” said 
uc, “ under that temble government, 
was made the groundwork of suspicion. 
Has a citizen populanty ? He is a nval 
of the dictatoi, who might create dis 
turbances Dols he avoid society, and 
bve retired by his hreside^ lixat is 
to ruminate in private on suuster d^ 
signs Is he iich ? That renders the 
danger the greatei, that he will corrupt 
the citizens by his largesses Is he 
poort None so dangerous as those who 
have nothing to lose Is ho thought 
ful and melwcholy ? He is revolving 
what he calls the cEdamiUes of his ooun 
try Is he gay and dissipated ^ He is 
concealing, Caiaar, ambition under 
the mask of pleasure Is he virtuous 
and austere ? Ho has constituted hun 
self iAxe censor of the govemment Is 
he a philoso|dL6r, im orator, axid a poet ? 
He wall soon acquire more oonadem 
tion than the rulers of the state Has 
he acquired r^utatum in war ? Hia 
talents only render hun tbs more for¬ 
midable, and make it indnmemudile to 
get quit his authority The natural 
death of a celebrated man is tmoome so 
rare, that historians transmit it as a 
matter worthy of record to ages. 
Even loss of so many gieat and 
good mtisens seems a lesa cah^ty t&an 
the insolence and scandalous fortune 
of their denounoeiu Every day the ath 
cuser makes his tnumphal entry into 
palace of deeth, and reaps thn nch 
hmwast whiohia presented to hia hands^ 
The tnbunals, onoe tiie proteotoxs of 


life and property, have become the 
organs of butchery, where robbery and 
murder have usurped the names of 
confiscation and punishment.” Such 
is the picture drawn of the result of 
popular government by the man who 
was cflJled the first apostle of bberty I 
And how sthkmg the coincidence, that 
in drawing with the pencil of Tacitus 
a picture of Roman servitude under 
Nero and Caligula, he was exhibitmg 
a portrait, which none could fail to re 
cognise, of France, under the govern 
ment which his own democratic trans 
ports had contributed to impose upon 
Its inhabitants 

79 Danion and his friends made the 
greatest efiorts to detach Robespierre 
^m ^e saugumairy faction with which 
he had so long act^, and at first with 
some appearance of success The Con 
vention, under his direction, had passed 
several decrees for the succour of <the 
deetvtate, and for the establitihment of 
a general system of public instruction, 
though the general confusion and cor 
niption of inferior functionaries had 
prevented theu being earned into cxe 
Gution. He had taken some steps to^ 
war^ a moderate government, in the 
Convention he had publicly stopped 
the teial of tho seventy three deputies, 
who were detained m prison in con*ie* 
queuce of having prote^Aed against the 
arzest of the Girondists He had repro 
bated the ultrarrevolutionaiy measures 
of and the mumcipahty, and 

strongly condemned the anG rcmgxoua 
mummeries whioh had been aet^ in 
the Convention and Notre Dame. He 
had not only vo&d, but corrected, the 
proof aheete of the “ Vieux Cordehor," 
where he was a^ured in tho most 
touching language to embrace the sea. 
tzmentfl of humaniiyt* The J iwmidE de 

* 0 xay dear Bobeq>f6rre (it U to you 

that I now oddreoB mya^ fori have aeeu 
the day when PiU had spoe but you to over- 
oomp, when without you the goc^ thin Argo 
would have fottudMrea, the Bephbiia 
intothaea and ti^^sooietieenftheJapoma 
and the Mountain hmame %nerfeet tlower 
ofBab^ Bohmlaim, jwu 
harangues posterity will shiay.lMBr in ndnd 
the leesons of hist^ and piuloionliy, that 
love IS stronger and more duniltietiian Iter, 
that adminskMi and reUgtanattraet benefits, 
that acta ofdsmcmeysgethaladdiwlywhtob 
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la MtnUagne —a journal entirely under 
bifl directum—brought forward an 
able article on the exiatenoe of a Su 
preme Being, and Ihe favourable indu 
ence of such a belief m a republicaa 
community * Already his popularity, 
m oonsequeuce, was on the wane He 
was aceused of Moderattm, and the 
groups of the Jacobins began to xuur 
mur at hkt proceedings 

80 In ^th, the Revolution had now 
reached its culmmafing pomt— the 
REAcnoH BAD BEOUN Robespieire, 
with all his fanaticism in favour of de 
moctacy, perceived, as strongly as any 
man in fWice, the necessity both of 
some rdig^ous impressions to act as a 
curb upon the passions of the people, 
and of a strong central government to 
check their eiieesses He early felt a 
horror at the infidel atrocities of '^e 
municipality, and saw that such pnn 
ciples, ^ permsted m, would utterly dis 
organise som^ throughout the R^ub 
ho. When HdWt, Ghaumette, and 
the chiefs of the muxdcipality, appear^ 


the members of the Committee of Fablic 
Safety have elevated themselvAS even to 
heaves, that none ever mounted th<n*Q hy 
paths or blood Jklread}^ vou give indicafions 
ofadoptiugthisidea^ fay the measure of which 
you have caused ifa;e decree to d^ is the dt- 
tuig of the decade of the 30th Fruuaire 
Fuux fbrddtsr, 10 71» tuHU-ATiHE Hist de$ 
Sitondau vil 804 

* As this IS the extreme point of cx 
travagancs of the RevolutMs, and the one 
when a reacticm began the efifaet of its 
OWB nnndifiea the foilowtag extracts tMa 
the leading johfnals of the Anarchts^ and of 
Boba^nerre at the Ume are well desezvmg 
of attentton 

intheJomnfficiPthsfisrmcf, it was stated 
' Chance alone qsb direct a ehlld to te&er 
ism* Judaiisin, Befocmed Ot Catholic doc 
tnnss tt is most probablt that hie head 
would remain void or any system of religion 
ungl be constructed one himself If that 
abonld some day occur So him, and such a 
marvel would fae most efiosel^i in oonsoU 
dating the etruetfiue of cor ^berty for no 
nation is fiee wdifie it hsd mmudloee and 
every ode hnows the pewmihi support lent 

rtc Mvent mm ' this was in 
isid a monarnthy, d 
^anatkmal eddm^l a^lf diy 
m he aUtlb wem Ibr 

Jcmwol 4s la Mmagrn, Hutfabw 

15k it was auweiod, evlde^ ^ tlm hand 
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in the Convention with the Goddess of 
Reason and the troop of opera-dancers, 
Robespierre and St Just were observed 
to cast a look of indignation on the 
scene, and, rising up, they left the As 
sembly That woe the commencement 
of the revolution in favour of order and 
religion Markworfchy circumstance * 
The series of causes and effects which 
overthrew the Revolution which had 
sprung fiom the atheistical dootrinea 
of the philosophers, began with the 
practical application of those very doc 
tnnes themselves. 

81 In accordance with the sangui 
nary spmt of the times, Robespierre 
resolved to begin the necessary refonhe 
by the extermination of the Anarchists 
The first indication of this determina 
tion appeared m his s}>eech at the Ja 
cobin Club on the 21st of T^ovemboi 
** Let men,’ said he, “ animated by a 
pure zeal, lay upon the altar of their 
country the useless and pompous monu 
ments of superstition, but by what title 
does hypocrisy come here to mingle its 


ofRobsspiem though tho oiticle boars the 
slguatmu of Charles I^evcaux llio au 
tUor asserts pret^ clearly tlmt the belief in 
the oidstenoe of a God u usefUl to a mnn 
arohy and that Atheism better suits a Re¬ 
public This aspertiou is absulutely false 
and contradicted by all history Two things 
are pernicious and fatal to the human raoe-^ 
two things tend equally to the destaruotion of 
human aooioty^-atheism aad snpeintitioQ 
but the idea of the existence of a ^imreme 
Being has in all time been tihe basie of every 
civil political and 4d|ne3Hc virtue The 
fOondm of the Roman r^thUo hod tho 
greatest veneration for a Ewreme Intolli 
geuee, and the siiblt^ aid mnoUble de 
Totion of the Romaos to their daths wasono 
of the means whieh most powerfully ooti 
trlbuted to the fhrnwi^oh of that mascuhno 
firm and daiu^tless dbaraeter in which on 
ginated the might/ deeds Which will ever 
formtheantjoctoofouradmimil^ Buttno 
Senatoof Bern wne ntbifaW Wben It had the 
boMMW to seU the perp^nid Xi^iorehip 
to CmUf it was a^iSet whan 1% knelt sla¬ 
vishly to Atwiistua, the efittuwher of li 
bewy; 14 ui^aep tb# yslgn of atheism 

The idea of 
ftam which directs, and 

___ ^ ossSn^ of the order 

. . - . .. 

basis I 
Jttsn 

4 eS dth NovMOber 1793, 

Bo 15A 
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influence -with that of patiiotiem ? 
'V^at nght have meu, hitherto un 
known in the career of the Bevolution, 
to come into the midst of you, to seek 
in passing events a false popularity, to 
hui ry on the patriots to fatal iheasures, 
and to throw among them the seeds of 
trouble and discord ? By what title 
do they disturti the existing worship m 
the name of Liberty, and attack fax^ 
cism by a band of another kind of fa 
natics ? One would suppose, from the 
manner m which these men agree, that 
the Convention had proscnbed the Ca 
tholio faith It has done no such l^mg, 
it has, on the contrary, by a solemn 
decree, estabhshed the liberty of wor 
ship* It will alike proscnbe the nu 
msters of religion who distuib, and 
protect those who respect, the public 
peace It is the Royalist, not liie Car 
tholic pnestiiood whom it has with 
justice persecuted We have heard of 
pneata bemg denounced for having said 
the mass the> will only say it the 
lougetr for being disturb^ He who 
would prevent them is more fanatical 
than he who ceLebratea the ceremony 
Thera are men who would jg;o farther— 
who, under the pretence of destroying 
superstition, would establish atheism 
itself hvery philosopher, every xndi 
vidual, IS at limrty to adopt whatever 
opinion ha pleases whoever imputes 
it to him as a cnme is a tool, but the 
legislature would be a thousand HmeB 
more bkmabls which should act on 
suchasystem. The Cksmntion aldiors 
all suoh attempts. It is no maker of 
metaphymoat theories, hut a popular 
body charged with cauang, nbt only 
the rights, but the cAmxBCt&r of tihe 
French peo^e to he respected. It d 
not m vain tliatit has prochmaed tim 
of mgh and the liberty of can 
science* 

lief Iheidehof aSupremeheiugti'^^ 
watches over expressed ixmooedee, and 
punishestrrai|J|fhanta!^ axidev|r 

will 1)0, popular The neo|di^ iho nn 
fortunate, wall ever a|m{ajw^ it, it wUl 
never find detractors out am^ tiie 
ndi and tih^guiliy I have beenidnoo 
my youth hui an mdifihreni CathohC, 
but 1 h«re neither been a cold £ri^4 
nor alukewdm defender of bun^ty 


I am even more strongly attached to 

moral and political truth than 1 have 

hitherto divulged 7/ Chd d%d not 

eanstf %t woitld {« neeettory to untent 
* 

82 But while thus preparing the way 
for the destoniction m ^ Anarohiets, 
Robespierre saw tiiat it was necessaiy 
to make asaenfiee to the revolutionaiy 
party, in order to avoid the blasting 
impvtat^n of moderation, and keep up 
his reputation for unflmohing resolu 
tion md. rncomiptible mtegnty £or 
this puxpose he resolved, at the same 
time he should out off Hubert, 
Chaumeite aiidtheAnarclUsts^tostnke 
with equal seventy against Danton, 
Camille Deamoulins, and the Moderate 
party By so doing, he would keep up 
the appearance oi ev^ handed justice, 
establi^ the supremacy of the Com 
mittee of Pubhc Salvation over all the 
factions m Ihe state, and remove tile 
onty nval that stood between Kim and 
sole dominion t But, though deter¬ 
mined to destroy both, Robespierre was 
careful to avoid sinking them at the 
same time He had ne^ of the one to 
aid him in effecting the rum of the 
other He even went so far as, at a 
pobtical dinner at where he 

met Hdbert, to lasmuate to him that 
n triumvirate, composed of Danton, 
Hubert, and himself could alone save 
theEepubhe H^bext rejected the pro 
pdsal, however—saying that he could 
play only Uie part the Amtophanes 
of the people Hdbert’s wife, when 
they hod gone, expressed her fears that 
such a j^posal made and rejected 
would give mortal offence " Reassure 
youtseul” ifsld Hdberii, «I fear neither 
Danton im Itobespierrei let them come 

P Bkiu neristait pan n fiuidniitlfa 
v4nter*'^^VeltaSre was tlw onginsl author of 
e^onsslen. 

f ^‘Ihxvienx inmdeliuitri, ils nibaent tosft 
Qae Isur ambition toume on mgiantss 

lueuL KiseiAAtolneBevons 
“ ^ “ %teeutUe 


demon 

Ai)Drilalti)erlKiis 
Quik formeriesibn 
Lorscue pair un desdr^tn 
joint 4e * 

t^tNNOk AciE^socneL 



mattrwvtl autre 



42 


HISTORY OP EUROPE 


ft&d Mek me iu the midjt of the xntmi 
oipalityi if^they dare ’’ At this moment 
HiB destruction of hoth Hanton and 
himself was resolved cm But 'f^hile 
these ambitious or envious motives 
Were not without their influence in sug 
gesting this hold and e&tenninatmg 
policy, yet w«re Robespierre aazd m 
Just, in adopting it, not without the 
impulse of ptibbc and elevated motives 
They behoved m good faith, and not 
Without some show of reason, that the 
parties in the state, of whioh those 
leaders were the representatives^ were 
ahke dangerous to i«pubhoan institu 
tions, the one by urging them on to 
anarchy, the other by nating the way 
for a return to monarchy Stern ad 
ranee, unrelenting seventy, entire do 
struofeion of all clagsea above the people 
in rank, wealth, or knowledge, appear ed 
to these ruthless fanatics we only real 
{(reparation for republican equality and 
Virtue But they were equally mexor 
able agamst the atheism whn^ would 
corrupt, the vices which would degrade 
ih In their mistaken views of human 
nature they believed that, when the 
leaders of both were guillotined, no 
thing would remain to prevent the 
general establishment of republican 
pnnmples, simj^Hcity, virtue, and hap 

wmAMl S 


Sfl Though Ignorant th it his dt'$trac 
tion had been resolved on by the all 
poweiful Committee of Fubbo Salva 
tion, I?anton was aware that for tome 
tn<i>ntiis his popularity had been wan 
ing, and he returned to Pans, and 
Idudly demanded at the Jacobins that 
the grotinds of complaint should be 
miHbitcdtgamsthiin ^Ihaveheaid,' 
said he, of rumours of accusations di 
l^^oted again^ me. 1 demand an oppor 
toity of justifying myself m the eyt« 
of the peojde It wiR not be a di&cult 
task I upon "^080 who have been 
munnurmg against me to specify thexr 
charges, for 1 will answer them m ptib 
he I perceii;ed, ifThen I asoended the 
tribune^ a mnramir cf dissatislhctioa 


* J« Bobc^rro^ wpeelSkw^ and thoae of 
in November fad nacaaiberilre^ at 

pyvacobina and mthe Convcntioa> 

Of thetr USm aoiu^»d by thaw 
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prevail Have I then lost the charge 
tenatica of a free man ^ Am I not the 
same as 1 was at your side in the days 
of alaim ^ Have you not eJl fiequontly 
emlmaoed me as a friend who waa ready 
to die with you ? For your sake ha\e 
I not been overwhelmed by privet u 
tions? I have been one of the most 
mtropid supporters of Marat, 1 invoke 
the shade of the Fnend of the people 
to bear witness in my behalf You 
would be astonished if you knew my 
private aflairs, md the coloa&al fortune 
which my enemies and yours ascribe 
tome, is found to be i^uc<d to the 
slender patrimony I have ulwfly s ].k a 
sesaed 1 defy my detiactoia to provi 
agamst me an> ci une All thou eiioi-ts 
wiU be nnabh to sliakt me I rt uiain 
erect bef«>ie th«- people Y ou will )udte 
me in then prt v n^t I cannot te ir a 
page from my Instoiy, without tcaiiug 
a page fiom thoirs, ind that too from 
the most gloiio\is peiiod oi the atmald 
oi Iibcitj 

S 4 Robe^piono mstmtly ascended 
the tnbune ' JDanton, soidlu, de 
manda a comnuasion to examine into 
hiacouduet I const ut to it ilbt. thinks 
it fan bt of anj ^eiviLO to him He de 
mands u otatemoat oi the giouuds of 
complomt agamst Inu* I a^ee to it 
Dautou, you aie oocuiad of being an 
cmimaut, of having retired to bwitzex 
laiul, of having ft igned lUnese to con 
etai your Ib^ht, of being desirous to 
become Regent under Louis XVII, of 
having made arrangements at a fixed 
timt to pioclaim that nmuout of the 
Chpets, of being the chief of a counter 
levolutionary consph*aey, of being a 
worse enemy to Fruaun tlian either Pitt 
pr Cobourg, Lnglaml, Austria, or IWs 
sia, of h >vu^ &ed Mouniaxn 

your crestui es It 19 ssid^that w e need 
actdisquietourselTStidmutthe inferior 
agents of powers, that their 

<»n»spsracies mmt oonteinpt, but 

you alone, show ha led out to 
the scuuld t *' I^ud appltoses foEowed 
this bold Aeelarslaon, ’man they had 
in^ibaided, V e<»!ttinui^ Wtung to his 
ast^iii^Kaid ^ yoo not know, 

Deniont mcH atiom is gifted 

Wiih.«l 8 «qgf iub 4 pnhUO)^pint, the more 
the put^ eneiiuea conspire fbr his 
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overthrow * Do you not know, does 
not every one who heaia me know, that 
that IB an luf^ible test of real virtue ? 
If the defender of liberty woa not ea 
iumnidtod, it would be a proof that we 
had no longer either generale, or pneats, 
01 nobles to tear ’ He then demanded 
^hat all those who had anything to al 
lege agauiBt Donton shoidd come for¬ 
ward , but none, after such a declara 
tion, ventured to say a word. Upon 
that, amidst the appkuse of the meet¬ 
ing, Donton received the &atemal em 
btace from the president. By this hy 
pocntical conduct, Robespierre both 
tuned the extent of tlie public 
it ohng against hia gieat im t, ind threw 
him off his guard b iLiguwi expres 
siona of rega’d 

S') On tht -'erv i ext d&ty a new de 
cice augmtuting th» t^espotic powers 
oi the Couunittt -- of 1 iiblic Salvation, 
was p'l'j'jcd. Anaicliy," Mud Billaud 
Varcunob, in the preamble of the re 
poit on which the decicewus founded, 
“imnaLui eveiy itpublic, alike m its 
otadle and its old age ( ui part is to 
Ktuve agiiupt It” On thi'j preaniblt, 
ih( tKfrteen uhd U ''Imliutjnoithe 
lawa should be drawi up hat four 
indiTidnalB should uare tin e\clubive 
right of framing it, thaf t iiould be 
ptmted on a pmticular paper and type, 
and afcnt down to tin provinces by post. 
The Couv(^tioii was the Maine time 
declared the “Centre o Impulsion ot 
Quvemmeiit,” a dubious pbra^e, undei 
which was veiled the despotic authoHty 
of the committees. The authoiity of 
the departmental as's mbhes waa abol 
ashed ioi everything except matters of 
local idminihfratxon, arJ they were 
forbl<ldeu, uudex pain ot death, to cor 
respond on any political mattex wxth 
each other, lluse foroea or taxes of their 
own authority, or correspond with or 
receive inetruc^hs fhun any body but 
the committees at Pans, Thus the 
liberties of the provinces were rapadV 
perishing under the debj^ic aUray of 
the Cotnmittee of Public Salvation JUl 
the powers of government, which by 
former decrees were vested m QsS&ka& 
bodies, were by this decree centred ha 
that t^ble committee. It abne was 
directed to oOUdmit Ihe Itnrtiga dtpto 


macy, to appoint generals, admirals, 
and ambassaaors, and the whole con 
stituted authontiee were ordered to cor 
respond with it, and receive their m 
structiona fbom it alone Supported by 
fhe Jacobiu Club, of which Robespierre 
had now got the entire ditection, and 
by all the affitiated clubs over Frahce^ 
this despotic power was now estabbshed 
on a solid basis for it rested on the 
ardent demoorata, who at once diiected 
the magistracies and mffuenced the 
armies. The government Was x>owerful, 
for the time irresistibly, for the execu 
tive was m harmony both \vith the le 
gislhture and the whole depositaries of 
local popular power A despotism had 
grown up out of the Very excess of h 
bert^ h ranee was alre^y begmning 

to enter the bloody path which lea^ 
from democxutic snarly to regular go 
veinment ^ 

St> Meanwhile, the atnfe of the Dan 
tomsts and Anardbists became daily 
more conspicuous, and the sangumary 
disposition of the latter seemed, if poa 
sible, to increase in violence One of 
their number, Ronsin, had affixed over 
the wells of Paris a placard, m which 
he declared, that out of a hundred and 
forty thousand souls in Lyons, fifteen 
hundred only were not accomplices of 
the revolt in that city, and that before 
h ebruary all the guilty should pensh, 
and then bodies be ffoated by the Rhone 
to Toulon Chaumette loudly main 
taini d that the gangrened paxt of the 
ConvHTilion should be lopped offi and 
seutnu mci ous petitioners with demands 
to that effect to the Assembly Camille 
Desmoulins vigorously attacked tos 
atiocious faction, and m an especial 
manner fastened on Uie infamous Hu¬ 
bert, whom he accused of bemg 
miserable intriguer, a caterei for tho 
guillotine, a twtoi paid by Pitt, a 
wretch who hod received 209,(100 
sd! different times, from almost ^ the 
factions in the B^ubbe, to calummate 
their adversanes, a t}u^ and robber, 
who had been exp^ed from bel^g a 
laok^ in the for idlest ^d now 

mmed at dn^i^n^ EVanoevnt^ 1:dood 
by meu^ of hie pocsstituted 
Rmffi waa the man, on ^ tes^ony of 
^ BevolutloniBts th^oedve^ on wh^ 
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epidence Marie Antoinette liad been 
condemned bv the Rerolutionary 
buna! “ It is vain, * he added^ to 
tZutik of stifling my voicO by threats 
anest. We all know that the Anarch 
lets are preparing a new rcvoltj like the 
Slat May, but we may say with Brutus 
and Cicero, *We too much fear exile^, 
poverty, and death' When oui eol 
diers ore daaly braving death in sight 
of the enemy s batteries m the cause of 
freedom, sh^l we, their unwoithy lead 
ers, be intimidated by the menaoea of 
the Pdre Duchesne, or prevented by 
him from achieving a stul ^great^ vio 
tory over the ultra Revolutmtuats, Vho 
would rum the Revolution, by staining 
cvei y step it makes with gore t ^ 

B7 While tlie parties were m tins 
state of exasperation at each other, the 
Committee of Public Balyation boldly 
^ter]>osCd between them, ^id resolved 
to make their discord the means of de 
Btroymg boUi Profitmg with poliUeal 
dexienty by this singular situation of 
the paxktOf, Robespierre and the zdem 
bars of the munioipslity came to an 
understaxidmgy the condition of which 
Was iho mutu^ absndOxnneixt of their 
peWinal h lenda Robeimiene gave up 
Daniel Camille DesmonUna, and their 
suppoHm, to the vengeance of the 
munimpahty, and ih^ surrendered 
Hdbert, Cbaupaett^ RonW, Cloots, and 
their pipty, to the By this 

arrangement more than one imt^rtant 
object was g^ned-^tivo fomidaole &c 
iioi B were destroyei^ and a rival to the 
reputation 0 $ the dictator was removed. 
It seemed impossible to accuse the ^ 
v^mment of tending towards anarchy, 
when it had destroyed the atheistiim 
faction m dbe inniuu|Ndity, aode<|naSy 
hepdess to charge it wi^ modemtiOn, 
when it had StrUric down, Ipr leaning 
towards a rettira to llto 

authors of Ihe massacres (^Sept^oer 
In this way they propel to mad the 
narrow sad perRous pm betW^MU tW6 
eqtudfy powerihl partisi^ and feslSee 
tfieir favounte expresdon of mikftig 
terror and virtue the cWer df ^ dhy 
' But Hdbert and the Anarchists Were 
powerful, and the Comwttee of 
Public Salvation bad need of support 
to effect tiliesr overthrow "With 


view, they allowed Danton and Camille 
Deamoulina to imagine they wore ap 
ptroxtm^ting to their pnacipks, to gam 
their support in the deatruotion of the 
Anarehiste, having previously resolved 
to follow it up by the mm of wemselves. 
this p^diouB policy proved entirely 
sucoeiUful, and this it was which after* 
waida drew from Dantoa the latter ex 
damaiami—“ To die is notldng, but to 
die the dupe of Robespierre •” 

88 The Committee of Rubbc Salva 
tzon proceeded with caution in acting 
against so powerful a fiiction as the 
Anarchists, headed by so weighty a 
body as the municipality of Pans. They 
began then operations bya punfloation, 
os it was called, of the Jacobin Club, 
which went on for several days in the 
middle of December In the coume of 
these discussions, Robespieri'e donounc 
ed Hubert in the most violent terms. 
He was at flist expelled, and subse¬ 
quently only rc'Odmtted on hie de 
dating that “ the Gospel apjieared to 
be a book of excellent mor^ty that 
all true Jacobuis should follow its pre 
cOpts, and that Jesus Chnst was the 
foundei of all popuhu societies But 
Robespieiro succeeded in excluding 
Anachanus Clootz, a Prussian, who had 
acquired notonety by styling himself 
the orator of the human race ' He 
did so by ihe nevei fcolmg device of re 
presenting him as the secret agent of 
the Allies * At the same time wat the 
leaders of the Anarchist faction were m 
this manner exduded by the all power¬ 
ful mflueuce of Robespierre and the 
Cdmmittee of Public Salvation, Danton, 
Camille Desmoulins, Fanis, Golombel, 

* TouHreiKenC^ta "eddBohefplemv 
someUmea at tbe feet of a tyrant and a. 
court. BOmeUmes at the feet of tlto people 
When a frctiion to Uber^ ruled among 
you. Cloo 4 took m pari of miuot and Du 
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and all the other leaders of the Mode 
rate party, i^ere admitted. By thi^ de 
cisive measure tiie Anarohista were ren 
dered wholly powerless m the Jaeobme^ 
and a severe blow was given to tixe 
weight of the munimpidity, by showing 
that its leading meml^rs were excluded 
from the rubng club of the BevolutioD, 
while their detemuned enemies were 
adnutted, on the motton of Bobespierte, 
amidst loud acclamaiaom His speech 
on propoamg OamiUe Desmoulins, con 
sidenng the awful tra^y which was 
fast approaching, is well worthy of oon 
sideration/ as indicating the profound 
perfidy by which he was ammated It 
was by this MaohiaTehan policy ^at 
Robespierie succeeded in finally de 
stroying both sets of Ins opponents, 

89 Robespierre first announced his 
project of double vengeance in the Con 
vention “Without, said he, “ all the 
tyrants of the earth aie conspiring 
against you , within, all their &endi 
are aiding their effoHa they will con 
tinue to do so till hope is severed fh>m 
crime We must stifie the external and 
internal enCnues of the Republic^ or 
pensh with it. In such circumstances, 
the only principles of government are 
to rule the peop]|^ by the force of Rear 
sou, and their enemies by the force of 
Terror The spnng of a popular gpv- 
eminent in p^e is Virtue, in a revo 
lution, it IS Virtue and TJbiBBOB Vir 
tue, without which Terror la fatal— 
Terror, without which Virtue is impo 
tent. The government of a revolution 
IB the despotism of liberty agamst ty 
ranny The opposite factions with 

* 'Wemust, saidBobespierre, 'oonsidor 
C amiUe Desmoulins wi^ ms virtues and bis 
weaknesses Soroettmetfoeble and oonfi^ng 
often courageous and ever ftimublloan, ho h^ 
been sucoessly^ the ftimnA Of Isnneth, of 
Mirabeau, of Duicn but we l^ve seen hifu 
contributing to cnwh these very iddui whom 
he had raised He sactmesd them On the 
altar ho had erected to them wKeudvnr bd 
discovered their perfidy Xnawo^helove^ 
liberty ftom instiuct oudfetiing, sndKrr^nc?! 
thing else in spite of all the seouetloiis of 
betrayen 1 exhort Camille Desmoulins to 
follow out bis cnrecr, but in future not^ ^ 
Bovsrsatfle ana to endeavour tobenolcngstr 
deceived as to the obaracter of thdssjBm 
play a great part on the puldie stage * 
nal ds JMnns Nos .>56 55S Deoomhcr 15, 
1793, and IM faH xxL 340, 341 


which we have to contend march under 
difE^mt banners, and by different 
routes, but theu object is the same— 
the disorganisation of the popular go 
vemment and the tnumph of tyranny 
The one preaches fury, the other cle 
zneocy, the one tends to this object by 
its leaning to weakness, the other by 
its inclination to excess. The one would 
dumge liberty into a bacchanal, the 
other into a prostitute, the one would 
transport you into the tomd, the other 
into mzen zone But both alike 
keep aloof from courage, justice, m^ 
nammity of aouL It is not worth whue 
to try to distinguish, what is really 
material is to appreciate them by their 
objects and their ends In that respect, 
you will find that they are sufficiently 
neai each other The Republic must 
steel between these two shoals—impo 
tence and excess. Tyrants have inshed 
to throw us back mto servitude by mo^ 
deration, sometimes they aim at the 
same object by driving ua into the op 
posite extreme These two extremes 
terminate m the same point. Whether 
they fall short or overshoot the mark, 
they e^uflJly miss it. The friend of 
kings and the oiator of the human race 
understand each other p^eetly The 
fanatic covered with his relics, and the 
frmatic who preaches atheism, areclosely 
allied. The demooratio barons are twin 
brothers of those at Coblentz, and 
sometimes the 5onnefs rouge$ are nearer 
the l<ilon« rpuget than wo^d be at first 
imagmed 

90 “ Foreign powers have vomited 
into Fi*ance viUaiiis, whom they 
letoin m their pay They deliberate m 
our administrations insinuate them 
spires mto our sections and our clubs, 
Bit in the Convention, and eternally di^ 
rent the counter revolution by the same 
means They flutter round tu^ extract 
bjjr surprise our secrets, caress oiit pas 
^ona, and seek to make us converts to 
tiieir opinions. By turns they drive lii^ 



aaaasaiiiAte Marat and Lepelletier, and 
mingle with ilie group whsc^ would 
deify their remains t at one time spread 
plenty among the pec^de, at another 
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induce ttiena to all ihe horroraof £ftnu3ie, 

circulate and witlidrawtlie metallic cur- 
renoy> and thus occasion the cxtrairdi 
narv changes in the value of money * 
profit^ m fine, by efvery accident, to turn 
jt against Franco and the Revolution 
Such IS the invanable pointy of revolu 
tionary parties, to impute to strangers^ 
or opposite faction, the natural 
effect of their own passions and vices 
This speech was ordered to be pnnted, 
and circulated ovei all France It was 
followed by a decree, sending Bu-on, 
Custine 8 son, Dietnch, mayor of Straas- 
burg, and all the fnenda ol Dumouner, 
Oustine, and Honchard, to the Revolu 
tionary Tribunal, from whence they 
were soon after conducted to the scaf¬ 
fold 

91 “Citisens/ said St Just some 
time after, you wish a republic, if 
you are not prepared at the same time 
to wish for what constitutes it, you will 
be biined under its ruma Now, what 
constitutes a republic is d&ArmUon 
qf ifl/wcA oppose# tt* You are 

culpable towards the R^bho if you 
have pity on the captives, you are cul 
pable if you do not support virtue, you 
are culp^le if you do not support ter 
ror do you propose, you who 

would not strike terror Into the wwsked? 
"ViTiat do you jw^opose, you who would 
sever virtue flfom happiness? You shall 
pinrish, you who only 
tdl bought by the stranger, or placed 
in office by ihe government, ^uof the 
indulgent Action, who would savo the 
wicked, you of foipcign faction, who 
would M sovafs only on the frtehds of 
fteedoip. Measures are already taken^ 
you MW surrounded. Tha nk s to title 
genius of France, Liberty has risen vie 
tononaftom cmeof the greatest dangers 
ever oocoonterad, the terror she 
will strike into her enmi^ will for 
ever purge the earthoftiie conspirators 
We are accused 0 # but we arc 

humane in compaiison of other govern 
ments A monar^y floats on the blood 
of thirty g 0 nQratilon 8 ,andrdMllyou h^ 
tateto punish the guilty of ono^ 
we expenenoe roverses ? the indulgent 
prophray caUunitiefl Are we prosper* 
ous t they never mention our successes 
You are mm oocupied wi(%pamphlels 


[chap xiv 


than Repubht,'' You demand the 
opening of the pnaons you might as 
wejl demand at once the misery and 
destruction of the people. The same 
conspiracy is now stnving to save the 
guilty which formerly strove to save 
tyrant A monarchy does not con 
sist m a king, but m ciime, a republic 
^ m a senate, but m virtue Who 
ev®p would spare onmo is striving to 
reetoie the monarchy spare the ans 
tocraoy, and you will have thirty years 
ofoivilwar thosewho make revolutions 
by halves, only their own ^aves. ^ 
The Convention, awed by the xyrants, 
invested the comimtteeswith Ml power 
tocrushtheconapiraoiea Theydecreed 
m addition, that Terror and Itrtuc 
should be the order of the day 
93. The Anarchists were the first to 
feel the vengeance of their former sup 
porters They in vam endeavoured to 
1 ouse their ancient partasana m the com 
muue to support thair cause, terror had 
frozen every heart As the danger be 
came moi'e menacing; they openly or 
gauised a revolt, and strove to the very 
uttermost to rouse the immense 
lation of Pans for their support Their 
leaders made extraordinary efforts to 
excite the people to i^urrection, and 
innumerable placard^ ascribing the 
whole pubho evils, and in particular 
the famine which prevailed, to the Con 
vemtion, appeared in the markets, and 
in all the populous quarters of Pans. 
The statue of Liberty was covered with 
crape at the dub of tte Cordeliers, 
where they had taken refuge nnoedieir 
expulsion from the Jacobins, and^ in 
aurrection openly prevailed on the 4th 
3l£^b. They evw went so flwr as to 
propose that Ihe whole Oonvenbon 
should bo disiolved, a new one assem 
ble^ a dictator named, an execu 
tave govemmeat organnwa ^ut all the 
efforts of Bdbert, with hie infamous 
jounial—J&fomoro, with the resolutiions 
of iite Seotjon wluoh li* ^ 

foused to espouse their Cause-^and Vin¬ 
cent, wi* his itemed followers, c^d 
notproducaafiopidar movement. The 

mumoipsliigf hdd bank, the Jacobins 
were ruled By the Committee of Pubho 

* Allu^agto the fim» ChrtWier of Csmaie 
toesmoubns, reosatlypudishad. 
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Salvation and Robespierre In all the 
seotions, eiicept that of Harat, hesita¬ 
tion and division of opinion prevaded 
Fear of the temble energy of the Com 
mittee of Public balvation paralysed 
every am Seeiw public opmion, after 
a few days, eumciently pronounced, 
BobespioTre acted On the night of the 
ISth, the whole leaders of the Anarch 
ists were arrested by their former agent 
Henriot, at the hecid of the armed force 
which they had 80 often wielded against 
the government, and sent before the 
Revolutionary IMbunal, to stand trial 
for a conspiracy to put a tyrant at the 
head of a&irs 

93 H^ber1^Bo]!uan,AnacbarBiBCloot^ 
Momoro, Vincent, and fifteen others of 
their party, were condemned. They 
evinced we native baseness of their 
dis|9ositiou8 by tboir cowardice in l^beir 
last moments The infamous H^iert 
wept from weakness, his agony was so 
conspiououa that it attract^ the eyes 
of all spectators from the snffenngs 
of the other pnsoners The numerous 
captives in ihe piisons of Pans could 
ba^y believe their when they be 
held the tyrants who had sent so many 
to execution, and who were preparing 
anew massacre in the pusona, consi|^ 
ed, la their turn, to the sca^old 
populace, with their usual inconstancy, 
manifested joy at their punishment, 
and, in particular, loaded with maledic 
tions the very Hubert, for whose d^i 
veronce from the arrest of the Conven¬ 
tion they had once put all Pans m m 
Burrection Such was the public avidity 
to see the execution of these leadeon, 
lately so popular, that considerable sums 
were realised by the sale of seats on the 
fatal chanots, te witness then* agomes, 
and on the tables and benches arranged 
round the sc^old * Hdbert, m parti 

* ** Hubert Bhowed, to the last, exttctne 
weakuess Inpasstngfi'omthCOondieraerie 
to the scaffold the exhibition of his agony 
prevented any one from obssrvh^ the do 
meanourof hlscompcuiio&s. Dnit^hls la^ 
night m the pilson ne gave way ty utter da- 
Bpalr Bonin said In prison to him, Tou 
have talked at the Coxucliers, when it was 
necessaiy to act—you are arrested in your 
career , ai^ you ought to know that «ooa«r 
or tete*, ths wi^rfaMfUi af reeol«tvni8 are 

aewBeteri# aadJffiift Pari xxxi 68^ 55 
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Qular, was the object of umversal exe 
oration his aiheiatiud mummeries hod 
ajienated all the better class of citirens, 
and the numex ous denunciations he bad 
undergone from Robespierre andSt Just 
had rendered him an object of detesta¬ 
tion to the populace He made no at 
tempt to conceal his terrors ho sank 
down at every step, and the vile popu 
lace, so lecently his worshippers, fol 
lowed the car, mimicking the cry of the 
persons who used to hawk his journal 
about the streets,—" Father Duch&ane 
IS m a devil of a ivige." h The victory 
of the Deocmvro was complete They 
followed up the blow by dubanding the 
revolutionary force stationed at Pans, 
and dimmishing the power of the com 
mittees of sections-^^ steps, and not 
unimportant ones, to the esiabbabment 
of a regular government. The mum 
pahty of Pans, subdued by terror, was 
compelled to send a deputation to thi 
Convention, returning thanks for the 
arrest and punishment of its own mem 
bers, and the Committee of Pubhe 
Salvation succeeded in destroying the 
very man of whose infamous journal 
they had shortly before been m the 
habit of difitnbuttng ten thousand copies 
daily, at the public expense t 
94 Danton and his partisans had 
not long the satisfacUon ot exulting 
over the destrucUon of the Anarchists. 

t ‘♦Ileetb—fteucoftrelePtaeDuchtene’ 
—alluding to hiejonmal, latm 

In recount 

ing such scenes the igkint is Host if the very 
w^s are not need 

t la the proceedings against Hdbort some 
curioua ihcts eame as to the means by 
whi^ the olunous revolutlonwry press of 
Paris had been sUmuiated during tneprin 
mpal cnses of tlie RevolutKm ffhe fbllowmg 
onMea appear 

* Bxteait dee RagielanM do la Txdsoverie 
^iionalo. * 

S Jum *- (Amst of Girondists ) Bound att 

PSrelhichtena 105^000 fiance. 
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In five months S05,000 or £8250 

— See Stii&irt ParlevMiUaire xxxL 332 , 
PSeas Cord^lUr, JVo F, and Pir^ 

Kos 880 m s 

< TheCknnmitteeefPubUofistetycatitedta 
be ^stnbnted daily ten teousona ocq^s o4 
this Journal Thus the Pin Jhp/UtM wtm 
taerdy the^omn of the priitoiples at this 
eosmuttee ^«*PRUjiaoii]c% v 14^ 
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RabeiipteiTe aadhehad ^meeting m tiio 
house of the former, but it led to no ac 
<K>aunodKtion. Dantou comidtimed vio 
leni^oftbeoonductofhiafom^frieDd, 
Rob<^ 2 eiTe mmutsuied a haughty re¬ 
serve “ 1 know/' Bud DaQt(^ all 
the habred which the Committee bear 
me^ but I do not fear it ’ —“ You are 
wrong/' said RobespiaTe, “ they have 
no baa intentions against you, but it 
u well to be exjdimt Not only do the 
Committee bear you no ill will, but they 
ardently desire to strengthen their go 
vemment by the principal leaders of 
th^ Mountain. Should 1 be here if 1 
deidred your bead I would 1 ofibr my 
hand if I thought of assassinateng you < 
Our enemies are sowing jealousies be¬ 
twixt ns take care, Dajiton* la taking 
your fnends for enenues, yon may ob 
lige them to become so Let us see— 
can we not come to an understanding^ 
Is it, or IS it not, neoesaery for power 
to be teiTible when it would ooeroe tiie 
wicked?* “ Yea,” said Danton, ** with 
out doubt it 18 neoessary to coerce the 
Royalists, but we should not confound 
the innocent with the gmhy —** And 
who has told you, s^ Kobespierr^ 
"that one innocent person has peruh 
ed?” DantQ|i»npon^is, turning to ^ 
Ihend who eoeonr^ied him, said with 
a bitter emile—What eay you ? Not 
one mnoeent has perishM I' They 
parted tni^ally exasperated All in 
terooujme between them unmodialioiv 
ceased. Robespierre^ howeter, faesi 
tsUd before tatog the decisive 
st^ of his amst. ''Ah*” sold ha, 
that I had the lantern of t^ great 
philoso^er, to read Danton's heart, 
and know whether he reafois a fnend 
or enemy of the Eepublm” The ex 
Jacobins were less sertmuloua, 
they mmdy dmnanded OuttOn^ bead, 
" to take away 4 god |rom the 
muilitude, and i:eet<Hre the woiship of 
puiwi^oluttonaryviitua^' Tbesefoel 
li^, however, wVxwnoi^^^ 
pern wwimiA wMdoncs, doiihig 
tluktimpedia^li'fo&o^ 
exeohdonof 

had reached its«xtrsn!|e|KnBt, mu) that 

a return to humanity wee at Ica^gth 
e^danlly desired by mpeo|da. Emu* 
iqslpme addressee were presented to 


the Convention, between the 26th and 
SOtb March, congratulating them on the 
execution of the men who had disgraced 
theRevolution, the revolutionary army, 
of which Konsin had been the chief, 
was disbanded amidst general applause, 
(30th March), and a discussion hd even 
taken place at the Jacobins, as to re 
oommenduig the removal of the busts 
of Chaher and Marat from iheir hall 
25 IntmthytheDantonistsandfnenda 
of hummnty, overjoyed at the punish 
meat of Elbert and the extreme An 
arohist leaders, gave fhll reins to their 
intoxication, and imprudently spread 
the report through Pans that the leign 
of bloM was about to tenmnate They 
even went so far as to suggest that a 
letum should be at last made to more 
humane prmciplea GoUot d'Herboxs 
and Jacobins aufficioutly showed, 
however, that the Committee of PubUc 
Salvation had no intention of arresting 
the iaar<di of the Revolution ** The 
counter rerolatioDifits, ’ said he at their 
club, "announce by athousand mouths 
that the bust of Manat is about to be 
disgraced, ond^plaCfid by ^t of the 
monster who caeaesmated him. The 
anstocracy wish to profit by existing 
mrcumstanoea to attack the Revolu 
turn, by omting the pnrast to the op- 
pre^m, and asBtmilatmg the traitors 
who have just been punished to the 
inai*tyrs of liberty They evmi go so 
far as to propose that the Jaoobms 
should go ixtio their {Hiajecta, and make 
all the supporters of the Revolution 
tremble. Already have pros<snbed 

Chaher, soontt^wfiprosonbeMarat 
too, and replace bi» bust by some other 
one^ probably that of the tyWi (Load 
cnet of Open your eyes 

to the dangers u^ch surround you, 
and you vra sea that smasures very 
difibc^ foom tiiose proposed by the 
ModsnateserenowcaUtA fo^ govern 
ment will act dififorently They have 
cSitaed ^ thunder to ihA the mfa- 
fomm men who hwVe dbeeived the peo¬ 
ple« ih^ have tom them the 
masks wluoh ooneeided tholr hideous 
outragas, Srdw l&e fSaab 

^ m not the Moderates suppose 
that it V for them "that we have hcdd 
here our gloinms mttimgB. 1 propose 
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that whoever casta a doubt on the mar* 
tyr Ghalier, should at once be declared 
a counter revolutionist, and sent to the 
lievolutionary Tnbuu^" 

96 Alarmed by these ominous words, 
the friends of Danton now conjuied 
him to take steps to insure his own 
safety “Danton,* said Fabie d'Eg 
1 intine to him, “ doyuu know of What 
you are accus^ ? They say that you 
have only set in motion the car of the 
Bevolution to enrich yourself, while 
Robespierre has remamed poor in the 
midst of the treasures of the monarchy 
lying at his feet.** rejdied 

Dantou, “ Do you know what that 
proves? It proves that I love gold, 
and Robespierre loves blood. He is 
afraid of money, lest it should stain hia 
hands * But, though awoie of the 
danger, no resource remamed tor ward 
off the threatened blow The chib of 
the Cordeliers, indeed, was devoted to 
him, and the Convention in secret 
leaned to his side, but these bodies 
had no real jwwer, the armed force 
was entirely in the hands of the Com 
mittee of Public Salvation Having 
failed in rousing public opinion bv 
means of the journals of his party, and 
the exertions of hia fnends m the Con 
vention, what other expedients remain 
ed? “I would lathmr,’*saM he, “be 
guillotined than beoiome guillotmer 
my his 18 not worth the trouble of 
preserving, I am weary cff exisfcenoa 
Set off into exile t Do you suimoae 
that one caities their oountty about 
with them on the sole of then shbe V* 
On the day before his arr^ he received 
notice that hi8im|UietHibaeDt was under 
the cmisideratiou of the Comuuttee, 
and he was ogam pressed to fly, but, 
after a moment's dehberati<m, he only 
answered, “They dare not^*" In the 
night his house was aunfonuded, and 
he was arrested, idong with CimtUe 
Deamoulms, Ladroix, BdMmH de Rd- 
dhcflles, and Westermaim ^httb 
Camille Deamoulms ausp^et the hlandfi 
whufli bod struck him, that he sidd t« 
his wife when arrested, “ I will fly to 
Aobespieire he was our gdid«v our 
fhend, the coilfidunt of oiir fimt repub^ 
boon dreama His hmid united oum, 
voum. 


he was our father, he oanuot have 
turned our Sssaasm ” * Danton, on en 
tenng the prison, cordially welcomed 
the captives who flocked to behold 
bun. '^Oentlemen," said he, “ 1 hoped 
to have been the means of delivering 
you all from this place, but here I am 
among you, and God only know s where 
this will end* He was immediately 
afterwards shut up in a solitary ceU, 
the same which Hdbeit had recently 
before occupied On entering it he 
exclaimed, “ At last 1 perceive that in 
revolutions the supreme power hnally 
rests With the most abandoned t He 
soon after said to Xiocroix, who accom 
panied hun, and expres^ his sur* 
prise that he had not endeavoured to 
save himself, “ Their cowardice imsled 
me I was deceived by their baseness. 
When men commit follies, it is well 
to laugh at them." Soon after, ad 
dressmg CamiUe Desmouhne, who ifl 
despair, and weeping aloud, was dash 
ing his head agaonst the wall of the 
prison, be add^ “What is the use of 
these tears? When sent to the scaf 
fold, we should know how to ascend it 
che^uHy * During the short penod 
that elapsed b^ore hia execution, his 
mind, m a dutracted state, revert^ to 
the innocence of hiaeaxiier years “ He 
spoke mooMantly,’* said his fellow cap¬ 
tive Riouffe, “ of trees, flowers, and the 
country ' Then, giving wi^ to una¬ 
vailing i^egret, he exclaimed—“It was 
just a year a^ that 1 was the meens 
of instituting the Revolutionary Tnbu 
nOl may 0^ and man Icngtve me for 
what 1 ^d ' 1 hoped in so doing to 
avert a second mcLSsacre m the prisons, 
it was not that it might become the 
scourge of humanity *" 

97 His amst produced a violent ag^ 
tatiOQ in )Paris The Conventiun on 
the following mormxig was shaken by a 

V fite hod Idgood the marriage ootriaWct of 
ComSle Dosmouhps with LuKaIe» his young 
and charming wife 8he wrote a long sw 
touching letter to Robe^rte on the ooco^ 
rion, but it neva*roaoheil um -*LAiiasisnx&. 

viH 48 

t * Ihifinje vote quo dona Ha rdVohxtions 

rautoritS tomouxa reste aUx plus atrilSmia 
—•Bloom p 67 A memorable sentiment, 
ooming ttom aach Hpa 

n 
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goneiral mqjaieinddf which broko oat la 
hiilf-mippressediuam^^ '^(htizeoa'** 
BOid Le^dre^ ^'four of the aabonnl 
t«pre&eh.tative0 hava beea arrested dnr> 
lag ^e mght Banton zb one— 1 axa 
igaoraikt of the oyneia. Baaton u ae 
umocent as m^melf, and yet he is tn 
irons. His aocnserSi without doubts 
are afkmd that his answers would de¬ 
molish ^e charge brought gainst 
him, but you are bound to do justice, 
and I demand thai> before the report of 
the committee is receive^ be be ex 
amined in your presenocw” pro 
position was Ahvottrably received by 
some, and loud]^ hooted by others. Tal 
ben» the president gave it his energetic 
support 1 wdl mamtam/' said he, 
**me liberty of speech, let every one 
freely express his opinion I remind 
his coUea^es that we are here for the 
people^ and concerned only with their 
mtwest It 18 time to have done with 
individual disputest liot the friends 
of the Revolution prove to day their 
love for liberty I will proidim the 
decrees which have passed fbr the 
mamtenanoe of libei^ of speech." 
Loud applatxeee followed theae words 
and from title egitation which prevailed, 
there is no doubt that if Baaton had 
been brought before Iham, his powp^ 
fhl voice woukl have broken the talts 
man of the Becenmrs, and dosed ihe 
reign of blood But Ifobespierre un 
mediately moaiited the tribune. 

tUB ** FrozU 'fta Is^oublc, for long un 
known," a&ui ho, ^ which reigxu m the 
Convention, fmm the agitation pro- 
dooed by the woids you have just 
heard^ A is evident that a great inters 
est 18 at stake, and that the point now 
to be determined Icf, vdiether ^ safeiy 
ef a fow individnds is to prevail over 
tiiat of the ootithM We Email see this 
whether the Omvention has ooui> 
to break a prefonded idol, nr to 
Mmitf it in ifo mil to ovarwh^ the 
Assonbly and ^ people of Ikanoe 
Benton t you ijbsill answer to urtatihle 
justice let us exahnne your onednoh 
Anoomphoe bs every vczwhid 

|gfo«^youevare|^t^ ctnsM whfob ’ 

Vfru aaverBS tamedom you mtrij|wed 
With Mirsbeau and Bmnouner, wtifo: 
H^bei^ and HAsault d# S^(hdles, you 


have made yourself the slave of ty 
vanny Uirabeau, vdio contemplaM 
a diange of dyna^y, felt the value of 
your audacity, and secured it you 
abandoned all your former prmciptes, 
and nothing more was heard of you till 
the massacre in the Chomp de Mars 
At every crkis you have deserted the 
pubho mterest, you have ever attached 
yourself to the traitor party" The 
terror inspired by these words restored 
Bilenoe in the Convention, and at the 
same time, St Just, followed by the 
other members of the Committee of 
Pul^c Salvatunf, entered the hsdl 
With idow steps, a sombre and decided 
air, th^ approached the Tnbune, when 
Robespieire again addressed Legendre 
" Go on, it IS well that all the associates 
of the conspirators we have arrested 
should at onoe make themselves known 
You have heard of the despotism of the 
Committees, as if the confidence which 
the people have reposed in you, and 
which you have transferred to tlit Com 
mittees, was not the surest ^larantee 
for their patnotwm You a&ct to be 
afraid, but I say, whoever trembles at 
ibis momwit m guilty^ for never did 
innocence fear Sae v^ance of the 
public authorities ’ Unanimous ap¬ 
plause from bapda shaking witb fnght 
followed these words. None ventured 
to incur the tmnble impufotion-—teiv 
ror frose every heart, and St Just, 
without oppomtaou, aacooded the Tn 
buna 

99 Hb there made & detmled expo 
siticoi of the grounds d accusation 
againsi the Moderate party, recounted 
their pnvate uregulowes^ their unpar- 
donaHe demeticy, t^uwged ^em with 
hdspig aecomphoee tn av^ e<mapimy, 
from tiiat ef ibe ReytJildsI, whom they 
overfhf^ on the 10th. Apgust, to that 
of ^ Anar(^ilj|ts, vdiose treaimn bad 
be been pimitihadL 

St Just, '^ishwlte^ution k in 
peonies mA not fo tike resourow of a 
W^nctividudl. l^evWiaspme&fogtar 
ml» m the Ifove ef eouni^ It ie eo 
exeKnaive that H evmythi^, 

Wjdhout pliy> w$hi^ remome, to the 
pdbhcmtiRVsl !l^p»fi«tpiiatedManhue 
frmn it drew Regu 

litt batfr to Oartiluige^ put Marat m 
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the Pantheoa Your oonumUeOy ira 
pressed with these seiitimeatB, have 
charged me to demaud jui^oe^ m the 
name of the country, agamst men whet 
have long be^yed li May tbie ex 
ample be the last you are ec^ed on to 
give of your luflexibditiy Danton 1 you 
have become the accomplice of tyranny 
You have ooospured with Mirabeau and 
Dumouner, wi^ fi^bert^ with Hdiault 
de S^ohellea. Xi^toa 1 you have been 
the slave of lyraimy xou have, it ja 
true, opposed liofay^te, butMirabean> 
d Orld«^ Dumouner, did the »una 
Can you deny that you were sold to the 
threegieatest enemies liberty evei had? 
You got** from Mirabeau the direction 
of the department of Paris. At first 
you showed a menacing front to the 
court, but Mirabeau, who knew the va 
lu^f your aid, bought you over You 
were never heard of more m the Assem 
bly, but you were found supporting the 
motion of Laclos, the miniou of d Oi 
Idans, in the Jacobins, which was the 
pretext made by the court for unfurl 
mg the red flag in the Champ de Mars, 
and massacring ^e patiiots. You ^om 
ed Bnssot m drawing up the peution 
of the Champ de Mars, and escaped the 
fury of Lafayette, who butchei^ two 
thousand patiiots. After Mimbeau’s 
death, you conspired with l^ameth ami 
his party you supporfeBd the Cirond 
ists in their auicidaL efibrts to plunge 
us into wav You became the aesooiate 
of Guadet and Bn^ot you spok^ ou 
youi return from Belgium, of the vices 
of Uumouner with as much admiration 
as the virtues of Cato You heW back 
from the revolution of 31st May, whhii 
overturned the Girondists. You have 
compared publiei^nionto aooustee^, 
•who layiehes her ftyoum on ^ most 
abandoned of mankind These maxima 
wem those of Catdine, th^ weQ 
recommend you to the «jato<»acf< A 
bad cituen, you have conspim, a 
trea.{^rous fnend, you have wtrayed^ 
Juataoe demands ^ punahmant df 
your double perfidy * The utter 
mirdity of lu^utmg to Dantcm and Ida 
fhttida such contradmtory enmes, 
supposing th«ca m league with t^sr 
bittm^ evmmee, was too to 

escape observation, but the CoUVien 


tiou, mastered by fear, crouched be 
neam their tyrants, and 
amidst loud a^lause, sent the accused 
to the Revolutionary TnbanaL The 
gaUmes imitated thw examine, From 
Qiose benches, whence had issued so oft 
en bursts of applause at their speeches, 
were now hesrd only fieine dmands for 
their heads 

100 Wh«a removed to the Conowige- 
ne, pr^MUPatory to them trial, the aaton 
ishment of the captives was as great 
as when they enters tiie Luxembourg 
"My lata brethren/* saidLaatan, “un 
derstand nothmg of gov^mnent X 
leave everything m the most deplore 
able confbaion 'Twere better to be a 
poor fisherman than the ruler of men 
My only comfort is, that my name m 
attached to some decrees which wiQ, 
show that 1 was not involved in aiU 
their fuiy ” On their tnal, which ho* 
gan on the 2d and continued to the 5th 
Apnl, they evinced their wonted firm 
Uesa, and addressed ihe judges in un 
usu^ terms of indignation Danton, 
being interrogated by the president con 
cenuug hiB age and profession replied 
— "My name is Lafiton, sufficiently 
known px the histoxy of the Revolution, 
I am tlmty five, my abode will soon 
be in xionenti^, ^i4 my name live 
in the j^theon of birtoiy OkmiUa 
Desmotdma answmed—"1 am of tho 
same ago as the SansHSulotte Jesus 
Chnst, when he died*' Danton spoke 
with energy and resdutloii m his own 
defence. " My yoiee/*^ said he, with 
Chat powerfiil organ whi^ had been so 
often raised in the cause of the people, 
" will have no difficulty m refuting the 
oalnmnies contained lU the act of accu 
saiion Let the cowards who accuse 
me be brought forward, IwiUspeed^ 
cover them with confusion Xiet tise 
Committees appear, X require them 
both at accusers ai)id jud^ Let them 
iq^ear they wiH not It matters ht*' 
w what jiudfiiaeot you pronoimce,| 
We aheady tohl yoti my abode WJft 
soon be m uonenti^ Myhftieabmv 
den, X km wSa re- 

10106 m that fends me to the 

gma" Tho pgpwdd^ suAg hm beih 
but Damtun^svoioe of thoudm? drowned 
the nmscu you not hm msf” 
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said the president. '^The voice of a 
man,” replied Banton, * who defends 
his honour and his life, may well over¬ 
come your damoura Individual auda¬ 
city msy well be coerced, but national 
audacity whidi I have so often given 
proofs—that u necessary, it la permit¬ 
ted in revdutions. When 1 see myself 
BO gnevously, so umustly accused, I am 
no longer master of my indignation 
101 “la it for a revolutionist such as 
me, SO strongly pronounced, ao irrecover¬ 
ably imphcat^ to defend myself against 
such charges as are now brought against 
me? Me sold to the court*—me the 
accomplice of Mirabeau, of d'Orldans, 
of Dumourierl Does not all the 
woild knoi^ that I combated Mirabeau, 
thwarted all his plans, defeated idl his 
attempts against liberty f You, St Just, 
shall answer to posterity for such de 
clamations, directed against the best 
fftend of the people—agamst the most 
ardent defender of liberty In looking 
over this hat of horror, I feel my very 
soul shudder * “ Marat, * interrupted 
the court, ** waareduced to defend him 
self, but ho did M without caiummab 
ing his accuser'^ “Have I not' le- 
sumed Danton, “ done more in behalf 
of ft’eedom than could be expected from 
any citizen ? Did 1 not simw myself, 
when thqr wi^ed to withdraw the ty 
rant, by removing him to St Cloud? 
Have I not placarded, m the distnct of 
the Cordebars, invitations to insurrec 
tion T liCt my accusers appear, and I 
will plunge them into the cbscurlfy 
from which th^ never should have 
been dragged. Vile impostors, appear! 
1 will soon tear from you the made 
which shields you the puldic m 
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Cbnvei^aon till tins dhy on my 
duct, and then- 
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tune to bring the prosecution to a con 
elusion The meuiod adopted was the 
same as that which had proved fatal to 
the Ghrondists—viz, the taking advaU 
tage of his influence m ^e Conv^tion, 
which authonsed the pubhc accuser to 
obtain at the moment a deciee, autho 
rising the Revolutionary Tnbunal to 
declare Aor$ dev dS6ate —m other words, 
to condemn, without fuHherheanug— 
any accused party whom they deemed 
wantmg in respect to the court The 
austere indignationof Danton, thanerve 
of Desmoulme, the measured abihty of 
Lacroix, rendered the judges apprehen 
sive of a movement among the popu 
lace, to prevent which, tha Convention, 
without hesita^oD, adopted the propos 
aJ No sooner was this decree passed, 
than Amar hastened with it to the IVi 
bunal, where Danton and his fitends 
were prolonging their indignant de 
fence t “Hwe are the means/' said 
Axnar, “for stifling these wretches * 
Fouqmer Tmville, Qip public accuser, 
seized it with avidity, and read it to the 
court, demanding, at the same time, the 
instant ccmdemnation of the accused 
Danton rose and called the audience to 
witness that tb^ had not been wanting 
m respect to the ja%es “ The time 
will come/' said he, “when the truth 
Will be known 1 foresee the greatest 
caUnuties to France here is dio 
tator unveiled * On the day following, 
the debates were closed rofore they 
bad begun their defence, notwithatand 
mg the most eneigetic remozistrance 
from Camille Desmotdins, who Oflllod 
the audimce to wiiness that they were 
murdered. On the ground that ^e 
jttiy weie now sumefen^y mbghtened, 
and that the third day of the tml had 
oomnmeed, ^ pu|;>hB apoueeF refused 
to allow the witn^s^^ tilrhma IaopoIx 
pro{K^ to cfdl to ^ Examined, on 
gppund nteflahoeof theCon- 
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ventionY ihey ootild not be onoe mt- 

neseae accusers. “Weareabout^’ 
saidlD^toniUMl Lacroix, “tobejudged 
without being heerd m our d^enoe 
dehberation k at an end. Wdl I we 
have hved long enough to go to rest 
on the bosom of glo^ lei them lead 
UB to the scaffold,” The jury were en 
closed, and soon after the president re 
tuzned, and, with a savage joy, dedared 
the verdict was Guilty court m 
stantly pronounced sentence after they 
were removed, which was read to them 
m their cells in the evenmg “ We are 
sacndced,' said Danton, “ to the mnbi 
tion of a few dastardly bngands, but 
they will not long enjoy their tiiumph 
I drag Robespierre after me in my £^” 
Lucile,'Uie youthful wife of CamiUeDea- 
mooh^ eamestiy besought Madame 
Dwton, a young woman of eighteen, to 
throw her^f at Robespierre s feet, and 
pray for the hves of both, their hubands, 
but ehe refused “ I wiU wiUmgly/* aaxd 
she, ** follow Banton to the sos^old, but 
1 will not degrade his axemoiy before 
hiB nval If he owed his life to Robes 
pierre, he would never pardon me, m 
this woild or the next He has be¬ 
queathed to me hia honour—1 will 
preserve it entire ** Camdile Besmou 
lias had lew hrmnesa. He tned to 
read Yotmgfs Hight Thoo^itB,” but 
the book feu from his hanS^ and he 
could only articulate, ** O my Lueile, 
O my Horace, what will become of 
you 

liOd They went to the scaffold v^lh 
the stoicism so tiaual at that period. Jl 
numerous escort attended them, and an 
immense crowd was assembled, t^ch 
beheld m silence thw fmmer leaders 
led out to execution Camille Deunou 
lins exclaimed, w hen seated on the fatal 
chanot—‘**rhiB, ‘dien, is the recom 
pense awarded to the first apostle of 
hberiy*” In moving towards the scaf 
fold, he nevw oeai^ to address the 

* Hermit de84chsUe«, on 

to bis cell, 9 Swae hu cosdanuumos, resaf^rs 
while a volume ot Reaaim, which 
firom his pocket, and, closing l1 

my master! ^wuhSst«#ffod^__ _, 

sndl amabcot to die fiirlt thou hast the 
g^us, 1 the Ai ari y x doim thou art SMesIsr 
man out whhh of w is the most ohnosonhl 
cal^**—LxMSBTmS, fftiWtrc da 
viL. es 


itni^ 



^ple, hopmg to mterest them m his 
mvour ** G^erous people, unhappy 
people” he exclaimed, ** they misled 
you save me ! I am Camille Desmou 
Ims, the first apostle of freedom * It 
was I who gave you the national co(^ 
ade, I callM you to anna on the 14th 
July ’ It was all m vain, the invec 
tives of the mob redoubled as they 
passed under the windows of Robes 
pien-e, who grew pale at the noxse 
The indignation of Camille Besmou 
lins at this proof of tiieir mutability was 
so excessive that he tore his shirt, and 
though hiB hands Were tied behind his 
back, his coat came off in venting his 
feelings on the people. At the Palais 
Royal he said—It is here ihat^ four 
years ago, I called the people to sums 
for the Revolution Had Marat lived, 
he would have been beside us.” Ban 
ton held his head erect, and cast a ci^ 
and mtrepid look around him Bo 
not disquiet yourself,” said ho, “ with 
that vile mob At the foot of the 
scaffold he advanced to embrace H4- 
rault de S4ohellee, who held out his 
arms to receive hiwi. The executioner 
interposed. ** VVliat I ” said he, with a 
bitter smile, are you more cruel than 
death itself^ Begone * you cannot at 
least prevent our bps from soon meet¬ 
ing in that bloody basket” For a mo 
meat after, he was softened, and said 
—** 0 my beloved ^ O my wife! 0 my 
children 1 shall 1 never see you more^ * 
ISot immediately checking hmiself, he 
exclaimed—I^ton, recollect your 
self, no weakness t ” H4rault de S4 
chelles ascended first and died firm 
fy Camille BemibuBus regained his 
firmness m the last hour His fingers, 
Wiih convulsive held a lock of 

t They euteried the eity of Rome ift a 
Icmg dismal prooeesioiB, guanled on oaoh side 
hy a file of tmops underarms In their looks 



tempt Not a word escaped from any of 
them unworthy of their wsrlike character 
They were uafortun^ hat sdU reWMed 
for their valoim*' How {den^od am the 
herowm of the mve and the baseness the 
mob in every age! The Words of Taettusap 
plied toiheexeeQfi<MofViteUlaa might 
for a de^ won ef idm last fuoinenta of; 

iv 2 
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liU 0 il 6 *« bur, the lajt rebc of this world 
wUdlbe took to the edge of the 
fie ep|»*Ottohed the bM epot, looked 
•oalinjy at ibe Ale, yet red with the 
i^ood of big fmeud, and sud, The 
mo&stera Who aagaeunate me will not 
long survive nay fall Convey my bur 
to my mother*m law ” Oanton ascend 
ed With a firm step, and said to the 
einontio&er^" You will show my head 
to the l^ple, after my death, it is 
Woi^ thepuna.' These were his last 
wo^ Tm executioner obeyed the 
b^tmctKin after the axe bad fe^en, and 
named head around the aca&ld. 

The pe^le dapped their hands ’ 

104 wife of C^imille Besmou 

1ms, a youn^ woman of twenty-three, to 
whom he wns passionately attached, 
wandered round the prison of the Lux 


embouig, in which her husband was 
confined, n:^t and day during his de 
tention The gardens where she now 
gavevent to her gndf had been the scene 
of their first loves, from his cell win 
dowB her husband could see the spot 
where they had met in the days of their 
happmesB. Her disWacted appearance, 
with some Idats dropped m the jails by 
the prieonera as to their hopes of being 
delivered by the aid of the people, dui 
in^e excitement produced by the trial 
of Banton end hia mends, led to a fiesh 
prosecution for a ** conspiracy in the 
pneonfl^* which was tnaae the means 
of sweeping off twenty five persons of 
wholly difierent principles and parties 
at one fell swoop The apostate biabop 
Gob^ Chaumette, the well knoivn and 
once foimidable prosecutor of mu 


* The letters written by OamiUe Beamon 
lias during his Imprisoumont, and the night 
before bis exeeutton, to hia Wife ayeungand 
flfeganfe woman who had mamod fafea lore 
tWojmavs before^ during the first fer^ur of 
the Bevoliftion are among title most interest 
ing and pslbetio menumenti of the Revolu 
4^00, openfeg as H were a gianoe into that 
aWfSl amomit "Oi soi^OW aoid wretchedness 
which that convulsion lunught oven upon its 
earliest and most wdent supportcre They 
are preserved in the Mutant farUm^mtaiTii 
and the following extracts will convey some 
idea of their heart rending a^oPon 
dear lAunlo my Vosta, my angel, destiny 
bnuM befere my eyes in my pii^n, 
garfin where I passed eight years of my life 
looking upon thee A comer of the Ltmm 
bouxg m si^t recalls in crowds the mesteiies 
of our 10 V 08 I am in solitary eonfinwnent, 
^t never nave 1 felt in Ihon^nt^ in hnagtna- 
tfen, ehnogb in body nearer to^hee tolby 
mother, to my httle Horace Ky complete 
justfficatum is contained in di|pt repuHi 
can volumes. 0 my good facA^jfCte ! lot us 
imNyLofotin^thmgx lIhrowmyiNdfatthy 
knees, I etwok erut tny aisms te 
thee--l find no mors my peer l^ctibei 
[Here we mid the traces of a twf Sendme 
tire glass on which there Is a C ana a B—our 
two names, a beok in Ifimo winch I bought 
from Ohatpentiar; that book ’meats of the 
immortality o€ the souli 1 need to persuade 
myself that there is a <lod more than 
vmt and tiiai I cannot fidlte we tkeo ags£a 
Adieu, Lnoile I ' sdleni I eemaot emmoe 
time bntia the temithWajM^lOwm 
eiiU to hold thee ^ »a|a we 

find tile trace >6rk fistirnd 

fbaveeMfiahwhliigitineo 
yesterday but soup you sent jse. 

'W bad oenmeastioaMmy Innoceuos ,«dcMm 
mUA to Mfin 

idmestock ofAMtlMr 
I b^ech you, tor I thtolHff 



thee aloue «&d never of the businosa that 
has brouitot me hero 1 ^Jjost Letter ^ I 
implore time by our etorual love Uilotto, 
send mo thy portraitl Axaid the horrors of 
my prison the day in which 1 see ^fain thy 
emwtt will be to me a fete, a day of ravish 
mg jcy Xu the moan time, send me some of 
thy bar that 1 may place it next my heart 
Hy dear Bueile wkM me iCfetotea to tUo 
days of our carty loVes» when nought had 
mtoront fuf me but as anpertaintog to thco 
yesterday when the oitlnw who catrSed my 
letter to tiiee came bade, it eCemod to me a<i 
If his very garments breathed of thee 1 cs 
terday I aTscoverod a csevtoe m my apart 
meat I applied mv oar, and heard thie votco 
of DUO ill and In pam. He asked my name 
and I told It 0 my Ood r he extiaamed 
and I recogidseddistasnUytiie voice of habre 
d'figlantineu ?itt or Oobohrg have 

treated me tiuto 1-^ut nqroolkiagttes 1 Robes 
pierre wlio signed the or^ for my imprison 
menti the Ri^blK afwaU that I bad dono 
foritl Itisttofeward I mwtl^myser 
vioestoit Xhaddrnamedeta^np 1 lldiothat 
all the world would have adored I could 
not have supposed tiiat men would have been 
so savage ana unjust. In spits of my suffer 
togs Ibeheve that tliere Is a God I shall 
fioo tiiee aghm some day, Q Lucile 1 0 An 
netfe t Sensltlvs as I was, Is^the dMh that 
delivers me ibom the sight of such enmes so 
gteatamlsfortimeT Ameu Ladle! Adieu, 
my litol—my soul my divinity on earth I 
I leave you good friends aU men, of virtuo 
and feeling Luotisil my Ludle > my 

4^LQdlsi--Adi^ H^finse l^Adieu, Adtiei 

44^3itofieettogfi^ 
fo^ 1 stiR see t X see toss my be- 
loved^HBsyLfieUel Hyhaafis in thew bonds 
embraob tshee. and W ^severed heed stiU 
tamsits dytog eyes to thas 1 *Paris 
i Si i w Ig to a. <cMre H w psito of uature t 
Vk«A v^i or peeWy figure any* 

thing so tOttitoiagT) 
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nioipahty, iha vrid/ow of Hubert, tlie 
'Widow of CfUXiille Deanoulins, A^ur 
Dillon, a rezonant of the Dantonxsta^ 
and twenty otbeta of mfenor note, were 
indicted t^ether for the onmeaofhav 
ing “ conspired together against the 
ht^rty and seounty of the French peo 
pie, endeavoured io trouble the stffte 
by civil war, to arm the citizens agamst 
each othei;^ and agamst the lawful au 
thonty, in virtue of vduth they pro 
posed, m the present mouth, to diasmve 
the national representation, aaaasamate 
its members, destroy the repubhcan 
government, gam possession of the so 
vereignty of the and give a 

tyrant to the state*' The absurdity of 
thus chamng, as in one conspiiaigr, the 
leaders ox two opposite factions^ so re 
cently at daggers drawing with each 
other—Gk>bel and Chaumette, the pai 
txsans of anarchy u^d blood, with DiUon 
and the widow of Peamonlms, who had 
been exposing their Uvea to procure a 
return to humanity—^produc^ no un 
pxession ou the mexoiuble tiibunaL 
They were all condemned, after a long 
tiial, and the vital difference between 
them appeared in thcar lost moments 
The infamous Gobtl wept &om weak 
ness, the atrocious Chaumette was 
almost lifeless firom terror, but the 
widow of Desmoulins exhibited on the 
sc'ifiold the heroism of Madame Boland 
and Charlotte Corday, and died rejoic 
mg m the hope of rejoining her lost 
husband She did not appear mth 
the undaunted aor of those heroines, 
but she showed equal firmneaBi She 
died not fm? her country, but ibt her 
husband; love, net patnotism, inspired 
her last momenta Her beauty, her 
innocence^ tiie knowledge that she was 
the vktnn of her Inmcu^tyj produced 
muvenal oommiserat&on 
106 Thusp^^shedihetsadybi^ 
d^ondem cf numazu^ and modenKUon 
-4he last who sou^t for p«BiM^ sad 
advocated dttnemy to'Ward those who 
had been vanqcdshedm the Bevolvt^n 
For long aft^ their &I1, no v^^oe was 
heard agamst the Ream Si 

lent and unopposed, thetyrmits starut^ 
redoubted mows £pom one end bf 
France to the other The 
had sought to prevent 'that rul^ 


the Dantomsts to arrest it both pe- 
ruhed m the attempt They perished, 
because they wm mfenor in wicked 
ness to their opponents, th^ fell, the 
viotnns of the little humam^ which 
yet lingered m their bosomn The com 
bmation of wicked men who thereafter 
governed France is without a parallel 
in the history of the World.* Their 
power, based on the organised weight 
of the multitude, and the ardent co¬ 
operation of the municipalities, eveiy 
where installed by them m the posses 
eion of office, was irresistible. By them 
opulent cities were overturned, him 
di^ of thousands of deluded arhsens 
reduced to beggary, agriculture, com 
merce, the arts destroyed, the founda¬ 
tions of every specidra of property ahak 
en, and all the youth of the kingdom 
driven to the i^ntier, less to uphold 
the integrity of JYance than to protect 
themselves fiom the just vett^eimoe 
which awaited them within and 
Without All bowed neck before 
this gigantic assemblage of wickedness 
The revolutionary excesses daily in 
creased, in consequence of the tmiou 
which the constant dread of letnbu 


tion pioduced among their perpetra 
tors There was no medium between 
taking a part m these atrocities and 
fallmg a victim to them. Virtue seemed 
powerless energy appeared only in the 
extremity of resignation, religion mthe 
heroism with wh^h death WIm» endured* 
There was not a hope left for France, 
had it not been for the dissensions 
which, as the natural result of their 
wickedness, sprang an among the au 
thors of the public calamities 
lOd) It 18 impossible not to be struck, 
m lookup ba^ on the fate of these 
different parties with the singular and 


* 'She tyrant proud Crown d fh»n lus loAy 
eoQ, 

And With his looks xoadd all his mmsteis 
tremble, 

His«ye% that fhhoftege and venom sw^l. 

Two beacons soeu, that mm to anas as* 
semble, 

that Mhhi bosom feU, 

On rmed inpimtaS&s hsMse and wvom 
lesoiDbls, 

fiW yawnhig mouth that iSbamisd clotieid 
bicod, ^ 

atdthliM>olWSdelnl^^ flood. * 
J5OTl Wrt Wt > M W BBt tT 7 
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providential manner m wliich their of Heaven itself^ but scarcely were their 
oriznes broughiabout their own punish blasphemies uttered when they wei'o 
snent. No foreign interposition was swept off by the partners of their 
necessary, no avenging angel was re bloody triumphs One only power re¬ 
quired to vindicate the jusUce of the luained, alone, temble, irresistible* 
Ihvine administration They fell the ^is was the powei of Dkaih, wielded 
Victims of their own atrocity, of the by a fiction steeled agaizut every feel 
paasiol^ which they themsdlves had let i] ^ Of humanity, dead to every pnn- 
loose^ of the ugustioe of which they «Be of justice. In their non hands^ 
had given the first example to others, ^er reanmed its sway Irom the in 
The Constitutionahsts overthrew the Jmence of Jsrroti obe^ence became 
ancient monarchy, and raised a throi^ pmiver^fdii^^^ of hope 

surrounded by repubhoau mstitutiQ^ Silentj^ji^ 
but then* imprudence lu rousmg 
pular ambition paved the way for the bdpfo 
10^ August, and speedily brought pie who 

themselves to the scaffold The Giron suffered. The World haa 

diste established their favounte dream no parallel 

f a Repubhc, and were first victims night of li has none 

of the fury whidi it excited, the Gan to the guilt whilppMeded it, tyranny 
tonists roused the populace against the never assumed so hideous a fosm* ^ 
Gironde, and soon fell under the axe cause licentiousness xf#er teqwvod OO 
\«hioh they had prepared for their severe a punishment« 
nvols, the Anarchi^ defied the powei s Die weltgoschicbte istigM weltffert<^t ** 

The worid • bUtoiy is the world judged •— Sobillsr. 


CHAPTER XV 


BFion or VnanoB- vboh teb dbath or dabtqb to ibb fa^l or bobbstiebbe 

APRIL &WDLT S7 1794. 


1 ** All bed actions,’’ says SidluBt, 
^^spnngfhnngcod begmmngs”—"And 
the progress of these events, says If a 
chiavd, this, that in their efforts to 
avoid fw, men inspire it in others, a^ 
t]^ ijq'Oiy wfaudi they seek to ward 
ofirthemMlrse they throw upon their 
neighhoiqinii, so that it seems inevitable 
eatner to |pve or receive 01^1106."+— 
** You are quite wrongs” said K^bon 
toTalma, mthe represehiatioa ofNero, 


K 


f * OmuSa mala exantpla, says Sallust 
Mat! orta sant*— ^ Erordlne d 
qoeiti aodde&M,^ says Vashlat^ *h Wx 
mestro che gU uomlni oorsittiQ di hoi tomere 
coroltMidmDo e Um^ aljs^ e ^ueUa in 
hada ^ jh tosmiano 6SL Icro, la trangons 


'' you shoidd conceal the tyrant, no 
nuift admtUMi ^kednm ^her to others 
or Aiffias^ You and I speak history, 
but we apeak it like other men.” The 
wordstdudiSeQast puts into ihemouth 
of Cesar, and Napoleon addressed to the 
actor of Nero, point to thq same, and 
one of the moa^ important intnciplesof 
human natura When vice e^>eani in 
Its native deformity, it is umvenudly 
^uned'-'ltB fsaturea nre homble alike 
to clhemauditB^jt It is by borrow 
mg the language, and rousing the pae* 

betw uW* but to be sM 

Bat emiliioo ofh fiuoiljar With his 
Wefixftendiufe, theniaty, thmwnbtaee.'* 

Pops. 
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aioxu of virtue^ tliat it mBinuates itself hundred thousand men m single cam 
into the mmdSj not only of the speota to pieeer\re aprovinceiorcouqu^ 

tors, but of the actors, the worst deeds a ftoniier town, but what are the Wara 
are committed by men Who ddude of prmcee to the etertud contest be- 
themselves and o&ers by the noblest twe^ lireedom and tyranny? and what 
expressions Tyranny speaks with the the destruction of i1» present enemies, 
voice of prudence, and points to the to the hberty of unborn millions of the 
dangers of popular insarrection ^ am human race ? bach is the language of 
bition stnkea <m the chords of pidnot- revolutionary cruelty , such are the 
ifim and loyalty, and leads men to ruin maxims which, banning with ihe en 
others in the l^lief that they are sav tbusiaam of philantiiropistfi, ended in 
mg themsdves, democratic fhi^appeals the rule of Roberoierre The unex 
to the spmt of h^eedom, and massacres ampled atrocities of the Eeign of Terror 
thousands m the name of insurgent arose from the mdnenca yielded to a 
humanity In all these cases, men single principle, the greatest crimes 
would shiink with horror from them which world has ever known, were 
Strives if their couduot appeared in its but an extension ot the Bhppos^ ex 
true colours, they become steeped in pedience which hangs for forgery and 
enme while yet professing the inten bums for heresy 
tions of virtue, and before they are 3 The error m all these oases is the 
well aware thot^iihey have tranagieesed same, and consists m supposing that 
its bounds what is unjust ever can be ultimatel-^ 

2 All these atrociUesproceedfromone expedient, or that the Author of Na- 
souroe, orixuinaliiy in them all begins tnre would have implanted feehngs in 
when one hue is passed. This source the human heart which the interests of 
IS the principle of expedience^ this society require to be oontmually vio- 
ime IB the hue of justice ** To do evil lated. “ A htUe knowledge, says Lord 
that good may come of it’ is perhaps Bacon, makes men irr^Lgious, but ex 
the most prohfic cause Of wickedness tended wisdom brings them back to 
it la absolutely necessary, say the pdi- devotion. With equal truth it may 
ticians oLoue age, to che^ the gro^ng be said, that a hitle expenence makes 
spirit of heresy, discord in this worlc^ ^vemmwts and people imquitous, 
damnation in the nexiv follow in its but extended information brings them 
steps, religion, the fountain of peace, back to the principles of justice.' The 
IS in daugei of being polluted by its real interests of society, it is at last 
poison, the transient suffering of a fbw perceived, ean only be secured by tibose 
individuals will insure the eteruol sal- measures which command umversal 
vation of milhons Such is the Ian concurrence, cmd none can finally do 
guage of religious mtolerance, sueh tijie this but sw^ as are founded on the 
principles which, halted the fires of virtuous feehngs of onr nature It is 
bmithfield. How cruel soever it may by attrading only to the first ^tet of 
appear, say the Btatesmen mnot^r unjust measures that men are ever de 
age, to sacrifice life for proper^, it is ceaved on this subject, when the;;! ulti- 
indispensable m mi ego eommercial mate consequences come to be Appip%- 
indastiy, thf temptations to iraud are ciatSd^ tlie expedience is found all tc ha 
so greats the facihtieB of commisBion oh the other side But these ultxmaite 
so extenfflte, but for the tmor ejects often do not appear fbj a con* 
of dealhkf pteperiy would be insecure, sidera^e period, and heUcet the t»tm4y 
and industry^ udth aU its blessmgn dscU* danger of revolutiqni^ a|id the 
nipped m ilto bud. u the Ian extreme difSoutty of ame^g their 

gua^m of comihercial jealousy^ and the course The s^page, howe^^ $b oer- 
ongm of that smigumi^ which tam at last When the fe^angs et tiie 
the hmnonity and extent wSedom great body of meitildud tkh ontrsgedr 
England has now pmhaps too fkr or their i^restsm^iaCe^bf 
laxed. You would not hesitate, ear sores of areadsOn Suva- 

leaders of another period, to aacnnoe a ruddy, sooner lidier, fidlow^ 
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tempoxwiy advaaaiftgeyi of u^uBtioe are ovftr the tafiety of the ooBaxeo&wealth i 
neore than coimtet^almoed by the per he ui anticipating or wwlmg off 
tnanent duwati&footioii vhioh it ooca> etrokaBofthetinutor Milton r^reaents 
BitHBa, The aoreat gmde, it le at length Satan juBtiQrvog hxB temptetm of oui 
^aoovacedyiaiobefoiffiadmtlieiuwa^ FuetFarentaevttnanudattbeinaoo^^ 
in<niitorir^to^natia^hMxm^antedi^ of Pamdua "Neoee^ii^^ the tyranta 
wets human heart, and atateemen are phn»'’ waa already m ha mouth.* 

by exionen^ that true unadom 5 The worka of many of the greatest 
wmiste m following what their con dramatieta and roxn«&oe wnten of mo- 
«cienoe tells them to be la ^refw- dmi tames are tharactorued by this re 
«nce to ttdmt thmr limited expmehoe, markable error^Baoine and Moh^re, 
or mista]^u TiewSf muy apiarahend to AM.enaiidSodft^LopedeYe^andBul 
be 6:q>^ent. ^?rer, with all 3ieir profound knowledge 

4 Sovdistsandwntemof^dmma ofthe human heart, have fall^mtoitf 
wouMdoW^ to zoflecten these bbflier* Yetdeepar observers of human nature 
l^y generally represent thear have peroeived ihe real character of 
depraved cluuac^m as man m this respeci BhaJbpeare draws, 

wioMn«s9, but expressing ihair deter with a masbar's hand, the ac^^delusion 
nu&ation to adhere to at This never of the human hearty and the sfrupy/e 
ooeuTBrnreallife Hen often admit the m th^ breast of the mcipsent cnmii^ 
performance or prefess anintention Qomeilie lepresents his heroes justify 
to perform, actions which the world ing all their excesses ou the grounds of 
*<»hB wickld but tk^ aeeer odtstit fAey state ueceBBity, it was on this account 
ar« Invariably they speak of that Napoleon said, if he had lived m 

then as perfect!^ justinable, or a com his tune, he would have made him his 
nmdable £tom absurd or mi irst councillor of state. Huripidee and 

^uitpus iiestrsmt. The hbertme will Sophocl^ exhibit the cruel deeds of 
all hit deeds iff perfidy—ma, he ^eir characters as overborne by irre 
vnll glory m them, but he never a&ows sistible destiny Maohmveiholda forth 
they .are wrong on the con^ary, he state pohey as justifying deeds of nick 
th^ wore tio more than cbe edaefis to such an ext^ that aubse 
dknoeto the metatos of natnne,.and that queut egaa hove been doubtful whether 
liypOQCztiofld cimt alone can them he did not intend to vmdmate them al 
the subject of ooudesDOation. The&au together It u no doubt very oonve 
dulentbonkruptnmynot deny his deeds nient for a dramatist io r^resent his 
>ofdeGeity hot as long as he pemeveres atrooiouachazaGiefs ashling bare their 
in his oaree)^ he represents them only atrooiiy in conversation with confidonia 
us devear didoes, r^oating a mpbnor and m sohloqmsB, but no man ever met 
ri!lym tils otnula^of af^ura over other wath this m xmd L£^ , Those who look 
men The thief dCten admits hu de for it in the wqrld be coaotantiy 
predktion%itay> he magnifies thmr imm msai^mted, tile mnumeiable 

herm^dexte:^, bat^aiuieheirOmamfl eriinmria whom tim^neh Revolution 
atiimfbe n0vm*d)p(^ahinta^4j^ warmed into lif^ there is uoi one who 
being onmmaL tyraztt may, in a etm* aj^oa^hed even to an aomission 
aoliioquy, cemfess hiS oni^ pr^ects, thathehsddinminiH;^^ the course 
but he never confsmes they are cruel <ff it The same {dea was Cromwell a 
State necessity, ovemiiizigdestii^^a^ ^fiogy for tiis nUizd^ of Charles I 
ever m ha medth$ hois ^ywotcbi^ & knew tim human heart well who 

*<^j&adBhoi3hltatTonrhatsinttssi&notMa^ ^ t It ts in aa emeclal amnner e^uipieu* 
Hititaside ya^jmbUS reason jtist, eus w jaadame de Stael was of 

Hoaour and swsSewi% m eatoe ^)hiiou *thero is in tia dranias 

BycanquQrhiffitiaiieWworidyOoii^^ of a pirofotien of eneig|r and 

now > e maafianindiy, <m die contnuy, soon an 

Wo^whed«3«i^tix0ttjdLdaimad,l tiuntid exsosemhon cFrimsii^ canms, that it 
s abhor U inpoiMaUo to his oharOolers as 

gopaks meSeiidmdwUhnaeeitih^ Imzaaa betnga. They m aevWr so WJeked 
n« fjirreal^h«idwiM orsogmaiiuamimpifotstiiem*^ 

I’orMluB jCoithr me ltbvfo.t 
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«aid—The heart is decettfui ako^ oU foUovred hy imttiediate and nnquak^ed 
and desperately tricked.**' * submissloa &om every part of fiance 
d 'rae truth of thm pKEnciplea irtui LegeaidTe himself his old fhend, said 
strongly oxempLified in the later rtages at we Jacobin Oub—*'I am bound to 
of the Frebcdi EevidutioQ Dunngldie dedare before the people, that 1 am 
lour months which ^psed between the &12y convinced, by the documents I 
death of Danton and Idl of Bcbes have inspected, of J^snton s guilt. Be 

pierre, Bsats beoame the sole migme fore bis aoousE^ton Z was his intimate 
of government, eyrtematio and daily fhend, 1 would have answered for his 
executions took ]dace in rtie capital, patriotism with my head, but his con 
extsrmmatioii, conducted by despotic duot^ and lhat of his acoomplioes, at 
agents, prevailed m the provinces^—tfaeir trial, leaves no doubt of ihmr in 
yet nothing but the language of phii tsntioxis'* Hobespierite made a laboured 
anthropy was breathed m the Conven harangue, mtmt^ted at evety moment 
tiOQ, nothing but the noblest senti by applauses, against his uzubrkinate 
ments were uttered by the Decemvirs, mal ** It is evideuV said Arthur, 
Each defeat of their rivals only rendered one of his own party, ^‘that Danton 
the ruling faction more sangumaiy was led to engage Du^oner to march 
The successive proamptions of the to Fam The money which Danton 
Eoyalista, the Giroudiai^ the Constat possessed was offered to Santerre, but 
tutionalists, the Anarchists, and the not quickly enough to produce an m 
Moderates, were immediatdy followed surr^cUon, * f The some sentimeni^ 
by a more violent effusion of human were re echoed from every part m 
blood, and a more Vehement profeasioti France. Fir<mL all the deiiartments ar 
of the pnnciplea of humanity The rived a crowd of addre^es, congratu 
destinies of France, as every other latmg the Committee of Public Salva 
country which undergoes theensuof tionandtheCoiiTentiononthoiren63g> 
a revolution, had ^len into the hands Every one hastened to make his sub 
of men who, bom of the pubhc con mission to the government, and to ad 
vulsiona,w^sa9taxaed by mem alone mit the Justice of its proceedings. But 
they massacred m the name of then while approbation was lu every mouth, 
principles, they put to dea^ in the submission m every countenance, ter 
name of the public welfare, but terror ror m every heart, hatred at the oj) 
of their nvak was the real spAng of pressors was secretly spreading, and 
their actions The most baabarotts the downfall of democratic tyranny 
cruelty, the most ru&less violence, the preparu^ amidst the acdamationa of 
most deg^wdmg despotusm, were repre its triumph 


sented as emautttutg trom the prmci 8 The pohtxcal fanaticism of that ex 
plesof^<eisdom>hcula8imperioualycall traordto^iry period exceeded the reli 

tid t It !>««“«» had .t ono 

mort aacred mimvns whim can in mtiaA rooefv^^W snins of money from 

fluence the Insmaxi breast^vlitue, au the court la addition to the ewdonoe on 

maxuty, love far the public sood, tlM this subject famished bj Bertrand do Molls 

f^om of M 
invoked to yustify their nxecution% to ^ previously asroed to seU hunsel; 
vindicate tbeir tyranny, to proiong a to the court * Oauton e<dd faimscai fci 

pfT *■““ «tj» g® 

« . « turbsaces, he wasready tosellhlmsslftcah^ 

7 Tri^sofizmlywnslheirpoweirssto- party Wlule he was making Ineemharj 


it appears a note of lafayette s teat 
he bad previously agreed to seU hunself 
to the court * Oauton eedd himself for 


7 Tri^sonzmiywmiwirpoweirssto- party Wlule he was making ineepdfory 

^ On the evMitng ritsr thC meution of 
<(^lest, CkoffiWeffwiOkad round the eo^ 
in Whlt^h muffled u “ ' 


M neiNfsdty MMshw Xx 

106, and4Rmdc4ei^ 
i 261 ^ —V 





Madame wsaheth am hefoia Xhrt 
hie kx are tnuiK|«dl« we am xe^ 

' ton. .. 
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Loua ferrour of the age of CromweH 
'Ofltenty ifvm find it as di&cult to 
credit the cme as other “ Plus le 
corps social iransj^re/’ ntad Collot 
d’BwboiSj “ plus il devient sam.”—“ U 
a y a qne morts qiu ne revieunetft 
pas^’ exclaimed Bar(»re. ^Levusssau 
de la E^Tolution ne pent arriver mi 
port quo aur une merrongie de ilots do 
sang, aaid St Just “Tine nation oe 
se quo sor des monoeanx de 

oadavres,' rejomed Bobespierre * Such 
were the pnaeiffies daily earned into 
practice foi months together in every 
town in Franca Alone and unre 
strained, the Committee Pal^xo Sal 
vation struch repeated and resistleas 
blows fSrom one md of the kingdom to 
the other Fertile m crunOf sounding 
m wretchedness, that eventful reign 
was not wanting m the most heroic 
examples of virtue ** Non tamen adeo 
virtutum stenle seculum, ut non et 
bona exempla prodident Coznitato 
profugos liberos inatre^ secute znantos 
in exuia conjuges, prt^mqui andantes, 
oonstantes ge&en, Cf^tumax et^nn ad 
versus toisnentc serroraai 4dcs» su 
premos clamruni nroruxn necessitatas, 
ipsa necesBitas fortiter tpleratis et lau 
datis antiquorum mortxhns pexes exi 

tUB " t 

9 The professed ot^ect of the I>e 

* If we wish tosaveUie vostol ofthe 
pubHe, then iMiut he M blood f blood t 

LctiUl tbo Ospettanaand Royalists of eVery 
denonduadou perils We want neither a 
Oesarnor a pompsy i that is my profeasiou 
ol fhlth.^^ACHA.EI> d <>SULV1KK» ^tcliofkd, 
10 -dnn 9 PdpUre tnmieii eket Boncs- 
runoEB, ii 3£$ These expresdons towhich 
hundreds of ediers might be added, prore 
how true to nature the greatSoottisfa novelist 
was In hie datmeation of the Covsnanteiv 
’'We must smHe tiiem hip and thigh even 
%om the riMog to the going down of the 
sun It If our oommisstoirto slay them like 
Amalek, and utterly destroy they have 
Sind neither man ner wosmo, imhai 
norsudcll^ Quceforehiod^nieiK^ said 
Burley this mititt not be done negh 
seo.^**^’-*<HdMofmjUy chap he. 

t '*Trttheagefm«notinstofielnvir^ 
utobedoititcie^svs^sxamplsa Wothsrs 
attended ibetr fiyitw chfidrsa, wivCa 
their exiled tnnhefids, rahdfem ware nn* 
dMhted, sons-hi lew unsItosB;, the fidelity 




oemvin was to establish a repubho m 
Fcanoe after the model of ^ancients^ 
to change the manners, the hi^ita, the 
public apmt of the country )^ve 
reignty in the people^ msgistndes with¬ 
out pnde, cit&ens without vice, axm-^ 
pliGity of xnanners, firatemiity velar 
tions,. austerity of oharacter-^uch was 
the basis on which theai institutions 
were to rest There was one objection 
to them, that they were utterly itnprac 
tioobl^ from the character of the great 
body oi mankind. Camille Desmou 
IniB saw thn^ when, in a lettw to his 
wife, the ni^t be^ire his execution, 
be said —** 1 had dreamt of a republic 
which all the world would have adored* 
I could not have b^eved that men 
were so ferocious mid so upjust” 1 
knew well the great,*’ said Alfien, after 
witnesBu:^ at Pans the 10th August, 
**inUj d& n&t kttom tko 4ttde ** t Such 
were the errors winch ruined France 
a mistaken idea of the virtue of un 
sophistioated man, unbounded oonfi 
denoe in social regeneration, utopian 
expectations of human perfeotibUity, 
were tiie root of all tiie errors which 
|a»vailed To aooomphsh these chi 
meriGal prefects, it was indispensable 
to destroy whole oq^enor classes of 
society, tocut ctf allthoeewho were pre 
emment among tibeii n^hboura, either 
fior fortune, rank, tale^ or acquire¬ 
ment These, they seno^y believed, 
were the only wicked men in the world. 
To destroy them was the end, accord 
ingly, {proposed m the mdiscnminate 
m assao r es which were put m execution 
And what would have been its coase- 
uence if »>mpletely carried into eflSsctI 
V «nk the whole human race to tke 
lO’rel of the Imtmt ^fiasse^ to annifai 
lateal) supenonty m vu^e^ knowledgs^ 
or acquimneni^ and deikfey eyerythil^ 
which digBijSoH or edws^ h u aam na 
tore. Bueh was the ddmara which 
they foU wed thro^ theeo ocean* of 
hlood Pohtmnon we im 
8tt<h proceedings to tengm^k tebgious 
Qithmneem wi^ the eaia&, ox 

the expected approcuh of the miUen 

mum. 

t Je ecstMahtonlesmodi, mala Je ue 
eaw*Miepmlsspstit*<^ rtte l 

WiedM 


}: 
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10 In pttivuaneo gf these Tiews, St of France, adopted several measures 

Just made a laboured report on tiie calculated to strangthen its own powei 
general poHee of commonweidth, and Subvert that of the people The 
^ whhdl he tnoapitulated all the &bu situations of the dxtforent ministers 
lous stones of oonspiracies against the of state were abolished, and twelve 
Bepubhc *, ejipUdnmg them as effoarts committees apipointed to cany on the 
of every spemeauf vice against the aus details of government These com 
tererulec^^people, andooucluding missions, entir^y appointed by the 
with holding Out necessity of the Commit^ of Public Salvation, and de 
governing striking wi^ut intermis- pendent on the will of its members, 
sioa, Wl it had out off all those whose were, in nothing but the offices in 
ooimption opposed itself to the esta which they ez^erdsed tbdr mighty and 
bb^unent of virtue “ You have been despotic powers. Shortly after, steps 

severe—^you were right to be so, but were iskm to aztinguish all the popu 
you have acted judiciotiidy It was lar societies which did not immediately 
necessaiy to resist crime ly inflexible depend osi, the groai^ parent club of the 
justice, to destroy conspiracies, and to Jacobins. 1^ was I'esolved at that so 
puni^ the sangmnaiy hypocrisy of detythatthey would no longer receive 
those who, without courage, seek to any deputation froih bodies formed 
restore the thione and destroy the Be since the 10th August, or keep up any 
public The fbundatiou of all great coi-respondenoe mth them, and that 
states has been laid m storms. The a committee should be appointed, to 
basis of all giieat mstitutrons is terror consider whether it should be mam* 
Where would now have been an indul tamed with thofie which were formed 
gent Republic f We have opposed the before that event This measure, di 
sword to the sword, and its power is m rected in an especial manner against 
consequence established. Ithasemerged the chib of the Cordeiien^ the centre 
from the storm, and its origin is uke of the tnflueuoe of Danion, soon pio 
that of the earih out of ihe oomhision duoed the desired effect Intimidated 
of Chaos, and of man who weeps in tbe by the deetmction of the leaders of 
hour of Batmty ** As a consequence that great society, the whole other 
of these pnnciiues, he proposed a gene- clubs in Fraho^ to avoid the conung 
ral measure of proscription against all storm, dissolved themselves, and in less 
the noldes as' me irreconcilable oppo^ than im diya after the promulgation 
nents of the Revolution ** You ml of Uus rc&cMUtion, there remained no 
never, said he, satisfy the enemies secondary club in Fiance, but those 
of thepeople,iiilyouhave re-established which were affiliated with ^e Jacobins 
tyranny in all its hoirora. They can at Fans. Thi^t body thenceforward 
never be at peace with you , you dO became the sole organ of government 
not speak the same langimge, you lf!U ui regulating public opinion It was 
never understand eadi other Banish next proposed to close the sittings of 
them by an inexorable law, the unt the Cordeliers, but ^s was unneces 
verse may receive them; ana the pub sary, thatclnb, onOesOtemble, rapidly 
lio safety is our justaftcation* He decked, and soon died a natural d^th 
then proposed a decree vthich baakhed The Jacolnns, swayed with absoluife 
all ^e ex nbbles, ail strangers ftom power by the Committee of Public S<d 
Pans,th6f0rtifi0dtownB,audsea{>ortsof vadcxiy with its affiliated 
France,anddecRotedWsteZoiwhoevOr alone temsiiaed of all the imumiiendde 
did rsjt jiAd obedience m ten hours to clubs whi w hnd sprung up m F^ce 
th^ ord^ It was received with aps ISius, on all sides, the anarchy $if hke 
plause by ttie. Conventtmi, and pasted, Revolution was destroying itself i mid 
like all deemes of government at that out of its jnims the stf^ 

time, wiAmA coming to a vote dei^potism of sf f«w Swpdaca 

11 The Committoe of Publio Salve was wrii^gii^ out Of the h^iiinrlfa Uoed 

tion, now confldent m lt| own strength, of France the oi demo 

aim strong m ihe nniyeraal subxniasioh oiptio fervour ^ 
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12 Bobeapieire iraB the ieedei^ af 
this sect of fimattcs, but he was asBO^ 
fSttted m the Committee mth seslots 
more uupitisble or lees disinterested 
thim bime^ These were St Just s&d 
Couihoa The formw exhibited tte 
trae features of gloomy fanaticism A 
regular visage, daric and lank hsin a 
}>euetratuag and eenrere look;, a mela a 
oho]y exproBsion of countenance, revived 
the image of those desperate Scottish 
enthuaiaats of whom modem genius 
has drawn so graphic a picture. Simple 
and unostentatious in his habits, ana 
tere in pnvate^ and indefatigable m 
public, he was, at twenty five, the most 
roBolute, because the mo^ mncere, of 
the Decemvirs. A warm admirer of 
the Repubhc, he was ever at 1 ms post 
in Uie cqmxmttees, and nev<^ Wanting 
m resolution during his xulssionB to ^e 
urmies enthusiastic In his passion for 
multitude, he disdained to imitate 
its Yioes or pander to Ha dewes as 
Hubert did Steeled again^ every 
sentiment of pity, he d^anded the 
execution of Tictuns in the same maur 
ner as the supply of ihe srtniee Fro 
sonp^ons, hhe vtctoneSb were cnwential 
tp ike furtherance of his pxiMoiplea* 
He early attached himtelf to Hobee< 
pierre, f^mthe similarity of thmr ideas, 
and the repute^on of incorruptibility 
which he enjoyed, their alhanoe gave 
nse to a jmrtentous combmation of 
viaiomwy meas imd domineering pa«h 
mon, ww inflexible and ee 

vwty 

CbuihmiWaetheorcatwreofllobee* 
jnerrcL A in$d mi beantiM coimte 
na&ce^^iflgurelMilf jpara^^ cpnceeled 
%mv,l mnmated with the most unpi^ 
ah^^atieism* HWToicewasBofta^ 
melodkpus } it w«t Hhe the lew imgmg 
dasdWbeil 

ed a aoqttflwd 


^ **Tootsitohiwi^ehdtcolsw«x^^ 
aremade wfa the mm marked admes ere 

the H 

bW lh»tkiiaewii#to“ 

'its 

^ 9te ahtwa^ 

^ to the ejmewAdCi of tbapwlu 

*wi!Stoca«oeWW^ 


thelmakiagmnmit of the Committee, and 
awi^ened an emmoeity on tha pmH( of 
the ethfiar metnbees whiob ultonaMy 
led to tlteir rum. liVhAt rendered tbeur 
preoeedmgs iiQwcially dangerous waa 
the extieordmary ability and energy 
with wbieh they were conducted, and 
thn ^oqueat iLagosgo and generous 
seutmeota which may put fox^ on ail 
oegidoQs to just^ theur tyrannical 
actions The Triumvirate, however, 
though very powerful, were far from 
beitm omnipotent m the Committee of 
Pubhe Salvaihou, «x^ with the Oomnut- 
tee of Qenend Si^ty they were often 
ou terms veignig on open iu>itihty In 
the foimer and more important Com 
mittee, Bar^, BiUaud Yar^nes, Col 
lot dHerbow, formed a second poity^ 
often at variance with Bobei^iem» 
Camot, Pnear, and Xsndet, generally 
kept aloof from both Itob^pierrea 
pa^y in the Committee of iSibho Salva^ 

tion waa terxoed the ** kfen with a high 
hand *’ Billaud Varennes' was call^ 
the ‘^RevoluUonaiy pa»ty " Carnot a 
the ^'Examiners ' l^t though these 
divisions existed and m the end pro*^ 
duced zmportaut effeets, they did not 
appeal many public aet Toappearanoe 
the Committees were perfectly united > 
they wielded apparently by one will the 
whole powert o| gqvarximest If the 
Convei^l^ waff to be mtinudated, St 
Just wsff employed, if eurpnsed, Con** 
thou Woe intrusted if any oppositioii 
wts maiMfeiMed Bobespiierre was sent 
fqr,, and his temble roioe soon stifled 
the exppssion of diapontentv 
lA To aqo<mi|hsh theirvegenerat^ 

ofthe soomibody, theTmQiVn;$t 0 pro* 
oeeded with gi^^c energy, and die 
^syed eoswummate two 

mnnths after the ftdl ef Dantc^ th«^ 
laboured moessantJy to ocmflrm their 
power Their oommMffnem igwead 
tefwr 



«o#jfw»aatnedm«xiffks^ These duha 
Moukedthe all the 

ftyii#9nanee ii\ 
intei«i4 perns w^'^ 

to nsmier eB W iwlhidties of^ovam- 
mhott id anreadmg ^ 

ffveiy 
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the f^ehagB of mescj * The netnoivd 
guard WM waitemAls devoted to their 
win, RUd pioved the ready iiuttrament 
of the most sanguinary measuree. The 
Ernies, viotonoufl <ni every ude, mxoh 
ly supiKirted their energ!^ admmiiH 
l^ion, and made frontiers 
with the praise of the govemmmit. 
Strong m the support of aueh powerjhil 
bodies, the fanatical leaders of the Re¬ 
volution boldly and universally began 
work of extermination The man¬ 
dates of death Issued from the capital, 
and a thousand gmllohnes were instant 
ly raised throu^out the towns aoid vil 
lagea of F^ca Amidst the roar of 
cannon, the roHmg of drums, and the 
sound of ^e tocsin, the suspected were 
everywhere arrested, while the young 
and active were mkrched off to tite de^ 
fence of the county Fdteeu hundred 
bastiles, spread tiarough the depart 
ments, soon groaned with the multitude 
of oaptires, and these being ineuAcient 
to contain th«tr numbers, the knonaate 
nes, the palaces, the chateaus, were ge¬ 
nerally employed as tomporaiy places 
of eonhneznent. The abodes of festivity, 
the palaces of kings, temples of re- 
ligiQif; were filled with victuns, fast as 
the guiUotine did its work, it could not 
reap the harvest of death which every 
where presented itself, and the crowd 
ed state of the pnsons soon produced 
coutagious fevers, which swept off thou 
Banda of their unhappy inmates. 

15 TosupportthewviolenimeaSuTefl^ 
the utmost care web taken to pSeseiwe in 
full vigour the democraiie spirit m the 
Club of theJacobina, the centre of the re 
volutnonory aotiou throughout Franee 

* /The fribimahi ought to go direct to 
po&nt and staiike without piQr aU the con 
flpUators, they ought tdeo to he pcAitical 
tribunals, they ought to remember feat the 
men who wenrnot in &vour of the RevOlu 
UoR wete sgunst It and did eothw fin? 
their country In a poeliton of thin kmd In 
dividual feeling ought to cease, it dhouM 6x 
pand so as to embroot tht Repulse Every 
man who escapes from th« nahonal iusdse w 
a miscreant who will caadsy oguSe feedesra, 
of republicans whom yon ou^t to watch over 
YoiihaveagreatmiAQntoA^, 
nature ipade you a miut with mUng lb fee 
exeraae of p^ular oozhmkskma mtferlebial 
humanity, huvum^ wtiM toiw fei 
free; ii aerim<,'^-~*PAvay j^r4 rcM. ds EOm 
PogwrcfrotM^i tsftsi JMMjnsrre, d dTO 


By successive ptcr^eafrens, as they w<arei 
c^ed, all those ymo retamed any sen- 
tunenta of humanity, any tendency to>* 
wards moderation, expeUed, and 
none left but men ^ iron, steeled 
gainst every approach to men^ The 
Club in this way at length became the 
compls^ quintessence of crusty, and 
^ focus of the most fearful revolufeon* 
ary energy It woe tAb extramrdtnsgy 
eneigy and extensive mdueace, and the 
absolute direotion it had obtained over 
all the affiliated clubs and departments, 
which constituted Ihe real secret of 
Bcbespieirrfs power Kever had Turk 
u£k sultan so faathfrd a body eff jamzanes 
attached to his cause, uev^ Bonush 
pontiff so energeiao a spkitual mihtia 
under his orders. It was the magnitude 
of their enmes against all claases, ihe 
certainty of punishment ifhe were ovm*^ 
turned by any, which was the secret of 
their fld«3ity The infiuence of this Clulj^ 
daily augmented m the latter etagee of 
the Reign of Terror As he approached 
the close of his career, Robespierre, sus- 
racAOus of the Convention and the 
Vountam, rested almost entirely ou 
that choseh band of adherents, whose 
emisrames ruled with absolute sway the 
mumcipahty and the departments 
16 Mght thouAand prisoners were 
so<m accumulated m the different places 
of confinement m Pans, the number 
throughout France exceeded two hun¬ 
dred mousand. The condition of such 


a multitude of captives Was necessarily 
mieerahle m the extreme, the prisons 
of the Conc^eigCne, of fete Force, and 
the liame, were more hornble than any 
la Europe. All the oomforta vtosh, 
during the first months of ^e Reigti 
Terroir, were allowed to the calves of 
fortoae, luui of lets been wiwidrawn.f 
Qwik hixunes, it was said, Wei*e an in 
Bttpportahle indulgence to the rich arU'^ 
toewfe, while* without the pneon walls, 
^ poof were tdarvuig few want. In 
oenaequance thejr eat^Uehsft refhqto- 
nts, where IbB wlude lafeonws* of 
whatever rgak tOr seXj^ WstO^ tRowed 
only the Ooareest and l^osl 
some fhrA wtiw to^ 

pmrdiaee better 

setvas> and, to prevesfe ^ pskfeliahar 

olttiefe docni^ a^ 
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made fpi money of evexy deBcnption, 
waa all tAen from the captives 
Some were even denied etd conso 
latioa of hemitg Hhmr miefortonee to 
gether, and to the terrors of solitary 
confinement were sdded those of death, 
which daily hechfne more urgent and 
inevitable The prodi^us numbme 
who were thrust into prisons, far 
exceeding all possible aoconum><i(ation, 
produced the most frightful filth m 
some places, the most manpportable 
crowding in atl and, as the 4 ne&b}e 
result of these, joined to the scail:^ fare 
and deep depreesum of these j^omy 
abodes, contagion made rapid progreas, 
and meroifuJ^relieved many mnn their 
aufierings But this oidj aggravated 
the sniSftongs of the sumvorB, the bo^ 
dies w^ oVerlodbed or forgotten, and 
often not removed foi days together 
ITot content with the ^esl terrora which 
they presented, the ingenuity of the 

jailm was exerted to produce ixnagiU 
ary anxiety, the long ni^hto were fre- 
queniljjr intmrupted by visits firom the 
exeouwners, solely intended to excite 
alarm, ihotfew hours of sleep hUowed 
to the vietune were broken by ihs rat^ 
iling of chains and tmbamng of doors, 
to induce the behef that their fellow 
prisoners were about tob^ led to the 
acafifbld, and wa^i^ts for death 
agaifist eighty pmaons in one place of 
omifinment^ Were made means of 
keepitm 0tx bundled m ^ny 

17, l^eepa^of life» reoUeBsaess of the 
fatux\pr^notd iMidr usnvd effect on 
the unhappy ^Wd of captive*. Some 
sank into indifi^re^ ^ o^uns ish 
dulge^tn timnofdsratogai*tj,andsoi^^ 
to amuse hfa even at %S fbotof the aoaf 
fokL ^ntogx»At*rp*rtw«lhedid^^ 
abletoiMMW the tovture of ^bought when 
sRtmgsilll, ihwretpaiaed*tles^ 
gitosv* hi 

Alomst Sf^toWaiaseolta 
]5d akm sAosm 

bsq* chsgimintoni* eiart^ mWts* 
am die giacsva4d>n^^ 
ft ddddeawMia 

^ ** On the earth 101 

IncMss»dy around, t^lpater^ba 

numerous, those timer Who bensaOi 
a^tortnentUy butlonderbithdr grief' 

T>AJlk%, A^wno, xir 2S 


The day before his execution, the poet 
Duoomeau composed a beautitol ode, 
which was sung in chorus by the whole 
prisoners, and repeated, with a slight 
vanatiou, after hxs execution t At 
other timea the scene changed, m the 
xhidst of their ravings ihe prisoners 
first destined for the soaffoldwera trans 
ported by the Fhedon of Flato and the 
death of Sccmtes, infidelity m its last 
moments betook itseU with delight to 
the sublime behef of the immortolxty 
of the soul The pnaonein whose hearts 
were overflowing with domosho sorrow, 
were m a peculiar manner open to the 
^nerous emotions, friendships were 
mrmed m a few hours, common dan 
gors excited a universal and mutual 
sympathy, even the psssion of love was 
ofto felt on the verge of the tomb 
'fhe universal uncertamty of life, oom 
bined witii the multitudo exposed to 
similar dumctot induced both a warm 
^mpothy xn heeftts which in other 
mrcums^ocs might have remamed 
strangers to it, aim a stiange indiffcr- 
ence to individual fisto Religion peue 
tnded those gloomy abodes, and often 
l^t its newn>fiuling supp^ to suf 
fenng humanity and nothing *aato 
msh^ the fisw who escaped from con 
finemebt so much 0 $ the want of 
sympaUiy for the sujGSsnngs of man 
land which generally prev^ed in the 
world 

H From ^ ihrtheirii exiammties of 
Fmnee<n«wde of pnsopsmdailyprriTed 
at the gates of the Concimgene, which 
suooesaivdy sent forth its baada of vie 
^xas to the scafibhl <}rey hairs and 
youthfhl fonns; oocmtonimceB blooming 
wito healtlv andfisoes Buffer 

mg beau^^andt^enl^tiuikamd virtue, 
were indiscnmitoxi^y Tcdied together to 
the fatal doors, li<^1htou^in|mthavo 
been written over the Bqiwb what 
Dante placed 0 ^ tbe> tomnoe of his 
hftfemo — 

* t In tte testofert thenuunent uother 
exclaimed in extempore 


AndB? emideiailaffstoreits 
Idasianl'oh Wunheent noe ames! 
ownr josto eat tcuUcmn ea paix, 
OdewiteMtr h'eut Jamals 

Teaea, btotottUX 1 noUs tommes prBts.' 
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Per me si Te nolla doleute 
Por me ei ta noU etemo doloro 
Per me ei va tra I&perduta gonte 
« # « » 

ImKdftio ogoi iq^»enausa, voi ch cntnto 

Sixty |»erftoxur often amved m a <lay, 
and as xnany were on the foUomng 
morning sent oat to exeoti^Uon. Night 
and day omrs incessantly dutchi^ 
ed ideianu into the pneone weeping 
mothers and orphans, grey 

haired sires and youwiu mnocentSi 
were thmst m without meroy wititi the 
brave and ihe powerful the young, the 
beautiful, the unfortunate, seemed in a 
peculiar manner the prey of the ase^ 
Bine Nor were the means of emptying 
the pnsons aumented in a less fearful 
progression. Fifteen only were at first 
pla^ on the chanot, but the ntunber 
was soon augmented to thirty, and gra 
dually rose to seventy or eighty persons, 
who daily were sent forth to the place 
of execution, when the fall of Robes¬ 
pierre put a stop to the murders, ax 
ximgements had been made for increas 
mg the daily number to one hundred 
fum fifty f An immense aqueduct, to 
remove ^ gore, had been dug from 
the Seme as for as the Plaoe 8t Antoine, 
where latterly the exeoutmns took place, 
and four men were daily employed in 
emptying the blood of me victims into 
that reservoir t 

* Tliroughme you pass Into the dty ofwoe. 
Through me you pass into etetn^ pdu 
Ihrou^ mo among the l^ople lost for aye, 
All hope abandon, ye who enter here * 

il^KTi ill. 1 

t * They lied anranged everything so aa to 
be able to sand ieo at a time to the place of 
oxeoutloii Alreadyaa immense aqueduct to 
cailT oir the flow of b)ood, hadbedi bored in 
the rl<4ce fit Antoine. Sittty day hnman blood 
poured into buckets, and at the hour of exe 
cution teur teen Were ocoupled in eaqd;} ing 
them into this aqnadufitRiouivs $ur Ui 
JPrumn^ B4 Xxiil 8f 

* “ &* ***1 VSMW VTiyn , 

Ue*; ret A^Sm 
]tfir«ftaii mtiu ir«XAa 
AvfWwa aasa ti a Wtmnio 

AiADgrttfA 1O&0 
‘•Whither do jou lead mef To what 
bourne t le the house of Ihe Atreidw if you 
do not already know It-^wmllng rtAmed 
of lleavon-^iuman shamble hons^ and floor 
blood boapattored * Verily, saysBulwbr, no 
prophet the poet 
lob m 


19 The female prisoners, on entenng 
the jails, and frequently during the 
course d their detmikou, were subject 
ed to ittdigmties so shocking that they 
wefe often worse than death itself 
Under the pretence of searching for 
conoesled ai*ticleB, money, oi jewels, 
they wmw obliged toundreas in presence 
of their brutal jadera, who, if they were 
young ot handiwme, subjected them to 
searches of the most rigorous and re 
voltmg description § This process was 
so common that it acquued a name, 
and was Called Bapiotage' Many 
monsters made their fortunes by this 
infiunous robbery A bed of straw alone 
awaited the prisoners when they ar 
nved m their wretched cells Hie heat 
was such, ftom the multitndea thrust 
into them, that they were td he seen 
crowding to the windows, wx^ p^e 
and cadaveiouB countenances, stoving 
throimh the bara to mbele the fresE 
air Faihcra and mothers, aurrounded 
by their weeping chil(}Fen, long remam 
ed looked in each others arms, in 
agonies of gne^ when the fatal hour of 
separation arrived The p^ents were 
m general absorbed m tbe solemn re 
flei^na which the near approach of 
death seldom fiuls to awaken , but the 
children, with frantio gtie^ clung with 
their bttle handt round their necks 
and loudly implored to be placed, still 
embraced m each othet^s aims, undet 
the gmllotme. 

20 The Condition of the pnsoneiB in 
these jails of Fans, where above ten 
thouibmd persons were at last confined, 
was dreadful beyond what imagination 
oould conceive 

S * La prisomU^ en enferaat ei^ feqifiSe, 
Se on ns hii laxase que son moucheir 
obuteau, qseaux, axgant, auiguata or etlg 
ioux--iottt est pns vous entree nu et dd 
pouUlA Ce biigaskdags sappefie rtmaiUr 
JjOB ftnunes oftreidntbUbrutefitedeBgeonm 
toutcoqui pouvsitSveillcr tobn iSreeesu^ 
sirs 91 leurs dlgoCtents proM lee 
jeunes^itaimtdwuihitl^fbtMll^et la^u 
ditS aal^sfinte, la lubri^te sCvShle. et cea 
infortuxte les yeux baMls, tiMolsaites, 
SplcrSes css batata ne pouvaient 
oaeherbtoors yctaerdm 
^xubeklamcmrtmpbeaxettk. ONtrJMmx 
brigandage a cat Uforams dCcesmeastrsA' 
«kf FKtenf dt pmk»it la 
rwiwn iwr, voi ii si ^ 
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** Ko hght, but KUh«3r darisoeM viabJo 
Served only to duscover sights of woo 
Kegiond of sorrow dolelw shades, where 
peace 

▲nd rest can never dweU hope never comes^ 
cornea to al} but torture without end 
8tiU urges * 

The following degcnptioa la from an 
eyewitness of t^ese horrot^ Uie fasti 
&ouaneaB of modem mannerB may re 
Tolt at some of its detuls, but Idle truth 
of history requires that they should be 
recorded. ** From the outer room, 
where exammatioiifl are conducted, you 
enter hy two enormous doors into tihe 
dungeons-snfected and damp abodes^ 
where large rats carry on a contmuai 
war against the tmhappy wretches who 
are th^ accumulated together, gnaw 
mg their ears, nose% and clothing, and 
depnvmg them of a momentTa respite 
even by i^ep Hardly ever does daylight 
penetrate into these gloomy abodes 
%he straw which composes the bttear of 
the prisoners soon becomes rotten from 
want of air, and from the ordure and 
excrement with whidi it is covered, 
and such is the stench thenoe anamg, 
that a stranger, on caiteiing the door, 
feels as tf he were suffocatit^ The 
pnsoners are all either in what are ^^Ued 
the straw <diambera or m the dnn^na 
Thus poverty is Hhete regarded as a 
fresh crime, and leads to the most dread 
ful putusbment, for a lengthened abode 
in these homd recspta^ is wmtse 
than death its^ The dungeons are 
never opened but for inaction, to give 
food to the prisoners, or to empty the 
tasea The superic^nhuHi of diamenv 
OfliQed &e shE^ aparttneots, do not 
differ itom thedungeona ezce^ in this, 
that their inhabitants era permitted to 
go out at eig^ |n the hionung^ and to 
remfdn out ^ an hour befme emmk. 
0uni4 'fiia inis^eniiig period, ihey 
are i^wed ^ iu me court, or 
hnddfe tage(ther^i» Ihe gtidieries whieh 
surround It, where tliey are eu^lhoatsd 
by mfectious odouha, Thi^ is tibta 
same acouxmdatiiQin of horror hx iihiek 
deicing cluunbers juoiufvstittuusttikw, 
and perhaps fifty prmmm thrust into 
oniehole, with 

filth, Surrounded by epemee 
If out and conlagiom Hor ware i^tlSe 

i es 


[chap XV 

disgusting circumstances the only de 
gra^tiou which awaited the unhappy 
prisoners. No one could conceive the 
wo^iilstate to whhfii ihehuman species 
can be reduced, who had not witnessed 
the oaSmg of ^ roll tn Ihe evening, 
when Uireeorfimrturnheya, each with 
half a dosen fierce dogs held in a leash, 
call the unhappy pnsonors to answer 
to their names, Ui^teniug, sweanng, 
and msulting, while ikey ore BtmpU 
cotmg, weepi^, implontig often they 
ordez^ thtzn to go out and come m 
three or four times over, tuQ they were 
saUified that the trebling troop waa 
complete The oelia {hr the women 
were os homd as those for the men, 
equally dark, humid^ filthy, crowded, 
and Bimceattng and it was there that 
all the rank aiild beauty of Paris was 
aesembled.’* 

21 It was three in the afternoon 
when the melancholy prooesston set out 
from the Oonoiergerie, the troop slowly 
passed throng vaulted passages ot 
the prison, amidst crowds ik captives, 
who gaoed with insatiable avidity on 
the aspect (d those about to undei^ a 
foie wbkh might so soon become their 
own The higher orders m general 
behaved with fimneaa and serenity, 
silently they mardied^ to death, with 
tiieir eyes fixed on th| firmament, lest 
their looks should betray theiT indig 
nation. Numbers of the lower class 
piieoiosly bewailed'^eu* fate, and coiled 
heaven and earth to Witness their mno 
cence. The piiy the si>ectators was 
m a pecuUox moonen excited by the 
bands of females fod out together to 
execution, fourteen young women of 
Yrndun* of the most Mtinctive forms, 
wmoutnCtog^hw The day aftm^ 
tomr exeolEddon,*' soys Biouife^ *'the 
cOTUt of timprison looked lijco agarden 
bereaved of its fiowars b} a tempest. ’ 
Qa aooth^ ooeaMcn, twenty women of 
Poitou, ^afiy the wives of possonts, 
were placed together on the chanot, 
tome died on way, and tihe wretches 
guillotined their hfotess renuons, one 
kerpt her infoni in bosom im she 
remied the foot^ the saaflidd, the 
esfitcptionOrs tore the innooeat foom her 
brosa^ as the sndilsd it for the lost 
tim^mdtheecroaimcf inotomal agony 
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were only stifled with her Me In re¬ 
moving the pmoners from the jail of 
the Maison Lezare, one of the women 
declared herself wr^ child, and on ihe 
pomt of delivery the hard heio*tdd 
jailers compelled her to move on she 
did Bcs uttering piercing shri^Ei^ end at 
length fell on the gronnd, and was de¬ 
livered of on iMant uk presence of her 
pefTseoutora * 

22 Such aectimuUted horrors an 
znhilated all the chanties and intei 
courae of life. Before daybreak the 
shops ckf the provision merchants were 
^besieged by crowds of women and obii 
dren clamoanng for the food which ^e 
law of the maiBxmum in general prevent¬ 
ed them from obtomng The fsnnm 
trembled to bnng their produce to the 
imike^ the sho^eepirs to expose it to 
sale The richest quartern of the town 
werede 80 i*t 6 d, noeqmpages or crowds of 
passengers weretobe seen onthestreets, 
the simatei word^JPtoprttfjf 
imprinted in laci:^ characters on the 
walls^ eveiywhere showed how far the 
woikofconfiscationhadprooeeded. Paa 
stagers hesitated to address their most 
intmiate fheads on meeting, the me 
tent of ealaxQity bad rendered men bus 
pioiouB even m those they loved the 
most 

' In secret mummn thus they sot^t reUei; 
While no bold voice prodatm d aloud th^ 
griet 

0 or all one deep one horrid sflenoereteos, 
AS when the rigour of the winter’s ehe£u, 
Ah nature heaven and earth at snes con 
strains 


* ** la one of t he se le eoi ovale devised fog the 
purpose of haiasiiagthA ipiserahleprisouetsi 
Dumoutler arrived at pat in die momag, 
ihUowed by a lam oa:^ to carry Off ^e fbuaie 
prisQhecB. Qneif whewas ater her 
cDXUBxienie&t» havtig hesa ruMf emike, fAt 
meptoxas hxhfntiftg an imzaadkiteifdanze 
^e ni^^lored to ha psmuttod to remain a 
fhvrdsys shgwa8acousod<ffitnpsSihtm>iili^ 
was not list^ed to, her veitmiOd lunyern 
h^ teara» the eatveatteoK iMWWmsMnooa-* 
all were in vain diie hadtaiasam wtththe 
others. This youthfldvicttm dragged hsraeU' 
along; supported ^ several men, uttering 
cries of i^ny and deenair Scareely bad she 
oroesed the gardenand reached the threshold 
ot thedoor when her piinaren^^ed whkvs* 
doubled violence idme was bmly toe ^ 
get her conveyed tea hmhbctog totohr 
she lau upon a bed ahdvraedehveiedtsLthe 
preseuoe of this savage end his 
*--TabUau cU ta Maumt Jkmf% ^ W; vea 


The Umefal ftather d kind forget their lays 
And shiv ering tremble on the naked sprays 
Bv'n the rude seaa composed forget to 
roar 

And freealng hfllows stiffen on tho shore 

Luoax JPharicUia 1 2^*8 

Every oiie assumed the coarsest dress 
and to most squalid appearance, an 
elegant extmior would have been tbe 
certain forerunner of destruotioa At 
one hour only weie any symptoms of 
animation to be seen, it was when to 
victUDS conveyed to execution 
The humane fled with horror flrom the 
mght, to mfimated rushed m crowds 
to satiate lUieir eyes with the spectacle 
of humanagony Kightcame, but with 
it no dimmutkon a£ the anxi^ of the 
people. Every tooily early assembled 
itamembepsi wi^tomblmglooks they 
gazed round to room, fecuful that tbe 
very walls mightharbour traitorxl* The 
souud of a foot» to stroke of a hammer, 
a vmce in the streets, froze all heants 
with horror tf a knock was heard at 
to door, every one> m agonised sus¬ 
pense^ expected hm fate Unable to en 
dure such pirotracted misery, uumberb 
eomimbbed suioitot ** Had to reign 
of Bobei^iarrc^'* saya Ftdron, “ conti 
nuad longer, multitndtes would have 
thrown thmneetves under the gudlotuie, 
to tot of socud afE^ons, &e love of 
life^ was already extuigaished m almost 
every heart.*’ 

2& Intomitooftoaaimpandleled 
aferooities, to Convmitipn were oecu 
piedM^toeatabhahmcmtof to mvie 
virfcoeik Bobe^rferreprcmouno^adis- 
eowene oa to QuaUto suited to a re 
pabho. IKe dedmsted weertam humber 


t * Omailestragi, 
Jjt vteteoxe, le rspiae l^te 
Sonllevetole, apsstooSdsl 
iiikoWcsnor toiauQitlKUVii 


14ICU f 

SIS 


SdavvflMtath eceo quat SOHO 
Ouetg^ sttpto ottiadhi di RomA 
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of iho decitdAl fdtes to i&o Supreme 
BeiWy to TirUthy to jrusticd. to Hodeety^ 
to wmaS»hi^ io Frugality, to Gtood. 
Fsitlby to Glp^y imd to Immortality! 
Baitro prwpaiod a re^rt on tiie vtlp* 
presaioii of meDdidi^y and the means of 
reljieTmgtheindimtpoor Rohespierre 
had noa temped the zenith of his po 
pujanty his Motion, hearasdeno- 

nunated Hia Great Han of the Bepnb- 
bo i has Yirtue, has gonius, his eloqaenee, 
were m every moufli The speech which 
he made on this occasion was one of 
the moat remadtable of his whole career 
** The idea,'^ said he, of a Supreme 
Being, and of the immortab^ of the 
soul, IB a continual call to justloe, it is 
therefore a social and repubbcan pnn 
ciple Who has authonsed you to de- 
elm that the does not emst? 0 
you who support m sudi impaemoned 
atrams bo ana a doetnue, whm advao- 



but a b^eatth of ah* imp^ed 
towards the iombt WiR the idaa of 
annihilation mspne man with morepure 
anddevatedsentiments than that of im 
mortality t wilt it aw^en more'respeet 
for others or himself, more coura^ to 
resist tyranny, greater contempt fm 
pleasure ffir dmh I You who regret a 
vutuouB iSietid, can you endure the 
thought that htf noblest part has not 
escaped diesdlutum ? You who weep 
over the tenuans of a ^ild or a wife, 
are you ooniKded by the thought l^t a 
handful dust IS all that remains 
the bdioved objeotl Yoiii, the unfor 
tunate, who «n{ure under the strokes of 
ansiH»mn,!sziOtyGurlaSt vmce raised 
to am»ettt to the yustme of the H<^ 
XhuioUeiieemi'^eBoaffiildfSup 
pl^rted by such Noughts, makm the 
Wniui turn pale ue m car 

Oodd such an ascendant be mt, if the 
tomb levdled «dihe the o|^resior and 
hisvictimf ^ , 

** ObserVo how; on |dl OOew 

aions, scugl]^ 'to etaftsiho 

idea of the hdmoirMiW of iSie aosih 
^ did CtesMj ‘wh^a plfai^ 
% the jftohsaai Seui^ !a IWrou^ 
^MOompbem of Oa^e 
doubts on ^ 




mortabty, while CSoero invokes against 
the traits the sword of ^e laws and 
the yengeanoe of HOaven! Socrates, 
on the verge of death, iconised with 
hu friends on the ennobling theme, 
Lemdas, at Thermopyim, on the ece 
of exeoutmg the moA heroic design 
ever conceited by man, intited his com 
mmions to a banquet m another world. 
The prmoipleB of the Stoics gave birth 
to wUtUB and Cato, even in the ages 
which witneased the expiry of Roman 
virtue, they alone saved &e honour of 
human Uature, almost obliterated by 
the vicea and the coxruption of the 
empire The Encyclopedists oontained 
Bomt estimable characters, but a much 
greater number of ambitioas rasindsH 
Slany of them bewne leading men m 
the state Whoever does not study 
their mflumice and poboy would form 
a most imperfect notion <u our Revolu 
tioU. It was they who mtroduoed the 
frightful doctrine of atheism, they were 
ever in poltiacs below the digoHy of 
freedom, in morabty they went as fru 
beyond the destru^on of reb^us 
prejudices Their disciples deolmmed 
agunst despotssm, and received the pen 
Bions of despots, they composed alter 
nately tirades against kings, and mad 
rigals for their mistresses, they were 
fieroa with their pens, gad rampant in 
antechambers That sect propagated 
with infrnite care the la^mcmles of Ha 
tenaHsm, idxidbeineadsoxapldlyain^ 
the great and the bsatos sq^rifr We 
owe to them thnt seUudi |6dlos<^l9’ 
which reduced egotagxn to a aystra t 
regarded buman as a of 

where suooefi was the sole dk- 
tinotion betwemi WM ^ just and 
uulust, prointy os an mix <4 taste 
or good breading, tim woiM $$ the 
patrijssony of the most denkttous of 
seoundreia. * 

^‘^Amongth^great men of thotperiod 
wad tfge*distiin^uAed fay the di^on 


a* JhMissssn whomraaoihwhadakor^^ 

-pnmfted tSls ab^t^spee^inthe 

VwohBoBSseau Si ftSSted a* 
^ in tbe forest of % smut 
ttsme*^ JeMdSg pmor at (he infiusncM 



BISTORT OF RtfROPE. 




1794] 

of lua sonl aad the neataew of bia 
obaracter, who jdioWed hinuidf a worthy 
precwtor of tbe human race. He at¬ 
tached ^yraaiBy with boldnetta, he spoke 
With ^thustasm of th^ Deity His 
tnasGulme and upright eloquence drew 
in colours of dre the ohanna of virtue, 
itdefended the derateddoctnnes which 
reason aff<»ds to console the human 
Beark The punty of his pnncipleB, 
his profound haWed of vioe, hu supreme 
contempt for the intrunnng sophists 
who usurped the nsune of philosophers^ 
drew upon him the hatred and persecu 
tion of his nvals and his inends. Could 
he have witnessed our Revolution, of 
which he was the precursor, and which 
bore him to the Pantheon^can we doubt 
he would have embraced with transport 
the doctrine of justice end equality ? 
But what have Um others done ? They 
have frittered away their opimous, sold 
themselves to the gold of d'Orldans, or 
withdrawn into a base neutiality The 
men of letters in general have dia 
honoured themselves va this revolution, 
and, to tite eternal disgrace of talent, 
the reason of the TOople alone accom 
plished Its tnumpha 
** What strange coahtionB have we 
seen, in peiuous embramng the most 
opposite opimons, m favour of the doo 
tnnes which, 1 combat 1 Have we not 
heard, in a popular society, the tnutor 
Quadet denounce a citusen for bavmg 
pronounced the name of Providence i 
llave we not, some time aRer, haatd 
Hdbert acousmg another of having 
wntten agaanst atheism ’ Was it not 
Vergmaud and Qensonti^ who, in your 
very prasesce deserted with fervour 
from your tnbune on the propriety of 
banishing from the preamble of the 
constitution the name of the Supreme 
Being, which you had placed there f 
Danton, who smiled with scorn at the 
words gjory, virtue pctetenig^^ast<m, 
whose syst^ it was to vilii^ whatever 
can dimify the mind*-*Da&ton^ wdip 
was cold shd mute m ihe xMdst ei ibe 
greatest dangers of hber^« was warm 
and eloquent m suppeort of the iatno 
athmstical pnnoipleh Whenoe be tfn- 
gulsr a union on thia ml^ect fSmeag 
men so divided on oihera f Did 
wish to compensate theit indulgence 


for aristocracy and tyrenmy their war 
against the Deity f Kot it was because 
they ell alike, though from ddferent 
motives, strove to dxj up the fountams 
of whatever la grand and generous in 
the human heart They embraced with 
transport to justify them seifishdeaigns, 
a system wmeh, oonfoundh^ the des 
tiny of Uie good and the bad, leaves no 
other difFerenoe between them but the 
casual distmotions of fortune—no other 
arbiter but the of the strongest 
or the most deceit^ 

“ Fanatics ! hope nothing from us 
To recall the wox^p of tlm Supreme 
Being is to levd a mortal stroke at fa 
naticism* Fiction m the end disappears 
befoie truth, folly before reason un 
teatemned, uupersecuted, all sects should 
be lost m the universal religion of na 
ture Ambitious priests 1 do not ex-^ 
pect us to restore your reign Such fgi 
enterprise would be beyond our power 
— (Loud applause.) Fnests are to 
tnorah^ wlmt oharlatena are to medi 
cine How different is the Qod of na* 
tore from the God of the church 
(XiOttd applause) The pinesta have 
figured to themselves a god in their own 
image, they have made him jealous, 
capricious cruel, covetous, implacable, 
they have enthroned him in Hie heavens 
asa palaoe, and^led bimto the earth 
only to demand, for their behoof, tithes, 
riches, pleasures, honours, and power 
The temple of the Supreme Being 
13 the umverse, his worwp, virtue, 
his f&tes, the joy of a greet people, as 
aembled under tus eyes to draw closer 
the bonds of social affection, ami present 
to him the hosnftge of pure and ^^nteful 
hearts * In Hie zmdat of the acclama- 
Hons THToduced by these eloquent words, 
Hm (WventicHi decreed unanimouidy 
that they recognised the existenoe of the 
Supreme Boing» and the immortality of 
the soul, and that the worship 
worthy of Him was the practice of m 
social nrtuoB. 

24 thm Qpeeoh la not onl^ reStpaskr 
able as ooiiti^niing of 

SO] memorable dnaeto^JhvtiH^bi^o^lert 
P^ods of the bihitli 

tooment than air# thiib naoi OfiaiirEhd.in 
the fairtoiy of iijji^taaici, fortaftAcrt 
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tu&e m ih« amwla of xaoiiikmd, a great 
ixataoa had thrown o€ all religbus 
cxple^ tU2d openly the power of 
Beaveo itself, and fnsn aznidat tile 
WTaofc which WM ooeanooed by'&e tin 
duunihg of httm«apaaai<m% arose aao 
lemn reeogmtioaof the Supreme Being 
and tike uamoiiabty of the soul t It 
Boemed ae if Pnmdeaee had permitted 
human wMd»»iattHi to ran its tUmost 
length) in ofder, amidst tiia Cng^tful 
906 a»f to demotuisrate the neoes^ of 
rdigioos belief and viadmte the ma 
jeaty of its mi»^ goTacnment In vain 
an infidel geoeratioii Bought to ei^bli^ 
the ihgid docbrtne of mtenidism, and 
extlngqish all behef of an ematenoe or 
retribution Hidir principles 

reomfod thmr ^ derelopmeut, the 
anarchy are fitited to xnduoe wa« 
eiqiertenoed) and that recognition was 
wrung ft fiufhrmg whdm had been 
denied by a proapetoue age; Nor k 
this epeedi less stradag as eTinciug the 
fanahdsm ^ that extreordinery pmod^ 
and the manner fa ududb, dunng re 
T^dutionaxy conTtilaioiMi) most atro 
C10US aeUons are made to flow filom the 
porestandmost benevident expre8Sion& 
If you oonaider the actions « Robes 
memt be J^»paare the most eangumary 
Ih&t eterdesolftted the emth, if 
you reflect On hie words, they seem die 
tnted Only by thelftoblm and most ele^ 
vftted fewigft Thete k noting im 
k m tmk ft fton^ihidioa ^ the 
^ the wmddeth^te too many 
of itl OecdSToaoe^ It k ihe 
xuture jkaakew>h, 

inmnunl 

mkon tt j^XLtlUixamsftfle agsteat m 
the Sree of ^ 

of Oesiil^ ftrtfse ihe 
«» tihe f 

of the Vbehdh ^kbekmeore- 

Ip]^ rondti) 

by so floweiy 

^ey m chii^liiipge^ mheimm 
the mn thwi induced ie 
thattlmefliiluemfto 

by ixmtomhk jhktiee ^ emne nb* 
ee km bettuym 

swwmwtMm mOreaSed, as is the 

ftemer &e power of the tyewftti. 
IbhMihemwae minds by enc^^ 
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mtrepid man, of the name of L* Amiral, 
who tried to sesaasmate CoUot d Her 
boxs, the secKHid, agamat RobeemerrS) 
by II young woman, named Cdcue Ro^ 
naild. when brOft^t b^^ 

his lodged, openly airowed t&t he had 
intended to asaasemate Bobespiem be¬ 
fore CoUot d’HerbOu* When oslied 
on to divulge who momptod him to the 
Gomnuasiou of such a crane, M repb^ 
firmly^" That it was nob a mime, that 
he wndked only to render a semoe to 
hm oonnti^, that he had conceived the 
project witl^ut any external sogges* 
tion^ and that his only n^ret was that 
he bad not succeeded*’ ^cile oatlsd 
at Itol>e8pien*e'8 houses end entreated 
m the most eoraest manner to see him, 
the urgency of h«r manner excited the 
suspieiotL of tus atteudanta, and she was 
arrested. Tuo hniTeB, found lU her 
bnndH hfforded a presumption as to 
the purpose of her vmt, buttherewas 
DO other evidence agonist her, and kie 
positively denied on hei examination 
MVing mtexided to injure any one 
Being asked what waa bar motive for 
wiebi^ to eee bim, she replied, 
wished to see how a tyTftnt was made 
1 admit I am a Royali^ becs^e 1 pre¬ 
fer one king to thousand,^ She 
behaved on the acaffold, wbcne;fc»mikd, 
m aocordanoe with the sentence of the 
RevolutionBry Tribunal, smne weeks 
after, wiih ilia firmness of Cfinniotte 
Corday L’Aznirtl, tprtuug to Cdcile 
Renaud and gwobg on the multitude, 
iftid^ ** You vnihibi to aee how one ty 
rant was made Ihere are hundred 
wud^ your Tbs coit^ oon 

ekted m ei^ <^anots, and the beauty 
of the wnmeft aeated m (hem, as well 
fts im sowdet rahes lU I^ki they were 



lUkve hm SSkUo^ Mror^it hsarkg 
tbs disogsliiyott have rup, nMMmycuKsslr 



of 

ycuir nomwoiia J#d the 

wifibs saved A ast kr you 

k cilfeHiig you ^ nsooikl pkaes tea re^ 
iteoe, care ftoC bstet k it Is im* 
p^bk to dwik la a Jiskse and coptmttc a 
mSo of tte « a Boeas- 

xaasiMt An 2 Ptehn in^<^ 
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arrayed, ex<iited unusual atteution A 
great Quniber of otlier persons, sixty m 
were in C^cile Keaauda 

fate, among whom vrere a number of 
yoking men brought from the frontiefi 
where they had been bravely ooxnbatuig 
in, dofeuoa ^ their country Her &ther, 
aunt, and brother, were doomed along 
withhetf though she solemnly protested 
tkesr iBBocenoei and there was not a 
veatigeofeyidenceagainertthent Among 
the rest werer a youth named Hypolite 
HontmorenoT liavah of distmgmshed 
talents and fine figure, whose only of 
fence was the name he bore and the 
genius he had inherited, K ds Som 
bieuil, and M Michoms, jailer of the 
Temple, accused of humamiy to its il 
lustrious inmates, the Fnace de St 
Maunoe, an elegant antross, Qmidtam 
son, accused of no other onme but hav 
mg awahened the love of H. Sartinos, 
and a beautiful young woman, Hade 
moisello Saint A maranth^ a fitiend of 
Bobespierre, who wasexe^exted wiih her 
motli^ fi>r m expteeaion aomdentally 
dropped when m company with hunsdf, 
at dmner at his own ^uae^ on the zmm 
ber of deputies who were about to be 
brought to punishment,* The whole 
sixty were tsouduoted togetho: in red 
^iita to the place of execution, as if 
they bad all been asaassins, though noA 
ones^he bad been given, and lia;ifdly 
one knew another even by sight. Tim 
ined the whole before the Bewedtt 
tiooary Tribunal occupied only two 
hours Fouqmer Turmle was mdig 
nant at their hrmneaB, X must 
said he, with ^ eortiige to sou 
fold, should it cost me xaf ^&nner, to 
see it they will hraaen it Out to the 
last*' t EobeapSmve stroiudj opposed, 
in the Commsttee of Fublio Saivntion, 
the propM^ io nmhxde Hi^emcasdle 
Samt Amarant b e m the 
whmh wiu biwugfat forwm by Tadi^ 
propose,^' sum the lattev^ ^io tnake 

«H^emoiselle6iantAn 
bsaatlhxl with the sestet ^ ^ 

her idMks, thatin a tortmghi aS the___ 

ladles bad red wwls ' a & Baiate Anwr 
4nthe AmioefiL 991 

t * Voyas dlt FpminiW ‘OGOBma aOei 
semt II AHn^qtae laille lee VDtr 

ttonter tur r^blui&ud pour m’assuter ei;«i 
ronienvreat ee vara^Urt, dtuif weposWr da 
dinin’*wpnt7p«K»iidt;v S7r 


my report on the project of assnssina* 
tion, and 1 will include the family Saint 
Amaranthe m il' ** You shall do no 
such tiling;' said Bobeepierre, m a 
haughty tone " I have the proofe, 
replied Vadier, *'aud 1 shall bnngth^ 
all forward ” Proofs or no proofe," 
resumed Eobesjaene, “if you do, I 
Will attack you.” “ You are the 
of the Committee,” exclaimed Yadior 
“ I the tyiant of tiie Committee ! ” re¬ 
joined Kobespieite “ well, I free you 
from my tyranny I retire. Bave the 
counfry without me if you can as for 
me, my mind is made up, 1 will not 
play the part of Cinmwel! ” He with 
drew, and was not ugam at the dread 
ful Committee. But though convinced 
of her innocence, Robespierre had not 
the courage to di^end JilMeiaoiselle St 
Amaranthe and hunil j in the Con 

ventidn, where a word from him might 
have averted their fate Such is tlA» 
tiavery m democratic tunes under which 
statesmen Ue to pubho opinion. But 
this pusiUauinuty led to its own pun 
ishmeut, for it caused the people to 
ascribe all the executions to Bobes 
pMSxe, when in reality he had come to 
disapprove of tiiem, and thus prepared 
public mind to rejoice at his fall 
2d The Committee of Public Salva 
tion tookadvantilgeof the sensidixon pro¬ 
duced by this unsuccessful attempt, to 
brhig forwaaxl a proposal for tilie refuse 
ing m quarter to the Bntbdi and Hancn- 
venan teoops. On 29tii May, Bar^ 
read m tim Conventum the report of 

that ruling Comzoxttee, windi recot^ 
edl the hostiUtiee of Great Bntain, and 
accused that power as bemg the insk 
gatoruf these coasplraoxes “Toolong,” 
said he, “ we have luept on conspiraoiee, 
tike of Xtoton and Hubert have i;^ol 

avrakenedus Tetafrwdaysof imptt^ 
nity to the JSngliidi and Austrian^ and 
tike eountzy wsU beoome mdy 
ruhm mid adies, oovBied mth ^ entvM 
and veageanoe of despotism. ua^ 
them dewe w«r ti> iba detth th^ 
Englh^ and Hsstovmans. of 

hb^^l wben^iethahceaorya^ ab^ 
throw an Sxi0A or Kanovman into 
your handeu think of the ashes of Tou¬ 
lon and odlA‘V^Sad^e. Strdee] Nona 
Should Uetum to tits liberticide shomS 
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of Bntam, nor enter the free realms of 
France Let the English slaves pensh, 
andEorope will be free*' Ontiusjnport 
the Convention decreed %nanmoMidyt — 
* No prwMT AdH be taten fivm the 
jE^morNanowrvane*** Robespierre 
spoke 'With Bingnlar aataafaction of this 
bloodj resolution It wiO, ’ said he, 
be a noble mibjeot of contemplation 
to postenty—it u already a spectacle 
worthy of the attention of ea^ and 
heaven, to see the Representative Aa 
semhly of the French peofde^ placed on 
the ineKhaustible vxdoano c(»ispira 
cies, vntb the one hand bear to the 
Etmal Author of all things the homage 
of a great people^ and ww the other 
launch the thundexbolt agidnat ty 
iimts, and recall to the world the dying 
footsteps of hberty, justxoA virtue. 
They shall pensh, the grants leagued 
against the French people th^ shall 
l^nslL allthe factions wluoh are leagued 
with v^em for the deatruotioix of our lx 
berties You will not make peace, but 
you will give it to the w<»*ld, you will 
take it from cnine ”—(Loud ap^use) 
27 Meanwhile^ a magmficentmte was 
ptmuued by the Convention in honour 
of the Supine Bun^ Twodays before 
it took place^BobespieTrewM ap^mted 
President) and intrusted with the duty 
of Supreme Pontiff on the occasion He 
marched fifteen feet in advance of his 
oolleaguee, m a bnlliant costume, bsar- 
ingfiowers and bruits m his hands His 
address to the people, which followed, 
waebothpowermla^eloQu^ ^‘Ood,* 
$aid he^ ^ kae not fo devour 

tho Anman He has not created 
priests to Immess them hko vila am 
mats to the dhanota of kuipa, and to 
exhJbH to the wov|d exampm of 
h^, ayariM^msdbaoeimss, butHelms 
created the upivorse to att«^H3apoWisr,^ 
and man tos^BImmthegiori^un 
dertaking—4o lovd his feUowa, and aP^ 
nve at baptHhesshy tha path of viitas. 
It IS Hewhonhtesdmtimb<Miomofthe 
tntdnphaat tVpreiBor Temm«6«gtdts^ 
ror, and in heart oi the oppresied 

innocent c^Wms and^psolnthm Atk 

He who eOmpehi the just man to hii;te 


the wicked, end the wicked to respect 
the just, it 18 He nho makes the mo 
thers womb leap with tenderness and 
joy, and bathes witii delicious tears the 
eyes of a son pressed against bis mo 
ther’a bosom, it» He who cansea the 
most imperious passions to yield to the 
loys of country, it is He who has cov¬ 
ered nature with charms, with riches, 
and majesty AUthat is good fiows fiom 
HmifOr rather 18 apart ^Himself Evil 
spnngs firom depraved mao who op 
preeses, or penmts the oppression of his 
fellow-creatures. TheAutboiofHature, 
in engraving, with His immortal hand, 
on the heart of man the code of justice 
and equality, has traced the sentence 
of death against tyrants. He has bound 
together ^ mortB^ by the chain of love 
•^pensh the tyrants who would ven 
turoto break it<“ 

23 These eloquent words excited, as 
wellthey might) the warmest hopes in all 
present that Robespierre woe about to 
put hiB pnncipIeB in inrac^cev and at 
lmgthbrxngtherei|;»of blood to a close 
But thsy were speedily dashed to the 
earth by the words whi^ dosed his od 
dress—People I let us give our 

selves up to Ihe treUspofliH ofpurehiqipi 
ness, to-morrow weBhnUwiw inorea^ 
ener:^ combat vice koA ^e tyiants '' 
The ceremony on this ecoasion, whidi 
was arranged under direction of the 
painter jjavid, was very magnificent. 
Anami^ 
densol 


? wvey Tvsef^t vw*^ mmm 

aplutheatre was {fiaoed m the gar- 
)fthe Tadenes, op|K>iate to wmch 



cord, and Sdfishness, which were des- 
^ned tobebumedtyihehimd<tf|tobeB^ 
pwm, ReimtAd muaie opmed the oe- 
retQosy,aad'Uie prewd^ht, after on elo^ 
quent speech, seined a tordi^ and set 
,&eto the figures, wJu^ were toon con 
mmad j end when tilie nqjthe cleared 
away, an siftgy.of Wisdom was sem nt 
their but it wee reme^ed that it 

tnw Uaekeoed bff Ihe of 

thbae^bethadbe^qabi^ Thence 
iSky proceeded to the ^aaosp de Hors, 
i6mm petno^ soe^ wciws^> oothe 
token hr ihey<nipig^#adl|omtge offered 
to the Supreme ^ 

jfffim ij» Wmofft FonU(p» 
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nations, who bad bom horrified by the 
awful catastrophes of the Keiga of Ter 
ror, bad seen with undisguised aatis&o 
tion t^e eaeoutson of Dauton and his 
party, who had commenced the Berolu 
tioD, and brought the King to thescaf 
fold, and of Hdbert and the Anarchists^ 
who had earned its atiocities and uu 
pie^ to their most dreadful length. 
TVben, therefore, they beheld the go 
ventiment which had effected their de 
struction expreonng such humane sen* 
Umeats m such beautiful language, the 
ho|>e^beoEune general that a reaction had 
at length set in^that Robes|»firre had 
aoqmred the mastery of ihe Revolution, 
and that out of the excess of anarchy 
had amen the power which could coerce 
it F<u'e]gnpowerB,aocordingly»beganto 
entertain sangume hopes that the Revo 
lutlon had reached its hmi^, and that a 
govemmenthad at lastaitsen with which 
it might bs practicable to uogoliate,aad 
poasiMy conclude a durable peace 
80 The ^eot of these steps was not 
leSB remarluble in France itsClf At 
the fdte of the Suporeme Seing, on 7^ 
Jaae,thepower frfRobespierre appeared 
to have reached sn^ a point, that, far 
beyond that of any king, it more nearly 
resembled that m a god upon earth 
** Never, ’ says an eyewitaessi ^'had the 
sun shone with a brighter radiance 
never Was a more joyous and enthusi 
asttc concourse of spectators assembled. 
Robe^ierre himself was astonished at 
the inmense crowd of people who filled 
the gardens of the Tuileriea Hope imd 
gaiety beamed fbam every countenance, 
the snulmg locdca and elegant costume 
of the women difi^ised n umteraal en¬ 
chantment As he marched alongyovmv 
shadowedby his ^tonea, adomsd wHb 
lus tnodorsear^^ air resound wl^ 
ones of * ¥gae RobeMpieitO f * jsnd his 
countenance was rad&nt with jojyfiil 
neas. Alenaiid«r> whto dechwdllbesoA 
of Jupiter the of Amshoib ^ 
not more proud. ^Seahotrthe 
him!’ amdhisoelleagmin ^HeW< 
become a godi he is no Ji 
pnest of the Supreme 
Committee of Public 
now avowedly m 
powwv their a^diEtdtu m 

tioiu and Jaeobia Club 



ensigns of sovereignty But they had 



sight of guards 
might shake a power against which two 
hundred thousand captives m chains 
could not arouse resistance “Themcm 
bers of the Committee, said Couthon, 
have no desire to be assimilated to des 
pots, they have no need of guards for 
their defence, Uxelr own virtue, the love 
of the people, Providence, watch over 
their days, they haveno occaaionfor any 
other protection When necessary, they 
will know how to die at ^eir post in de 
fence of freedom ** Even as it was, the 
jealou^ of the people was aroused by 
the undijffguised supremacy assigned to 
Rohespi^re at the ceremony, whispera 
were hcvd ihat “he would be a god,”* 
“ He 18 only teaching the Republic to 
adore another, that its members may one 
day adore himself, ’ said one. ** He hal 
invented God, because he ia the supreme 
^xant,*' Bald another, “be would be his 
mgh pnest” 

31 But the retoat frchtS'Cnme is not 
to nations, any more thkib^mdividualti, 
on a path strawed with fibers, and 
many and woeful were the calamities 
through which ^BVabce had to pass, be 
fore It r^aibed the peace and secunty 
of a settled gov^ment. This was 
speedfiy demonstrated The bloody m 
announced by Robespiene 
were tto i^feotually earned into exe¬ 
cution on the thud day following ihe 
fdte t)ra Supi^nme B«ng, by the de 
cree of the ilj2u Prainal, for increasing 
Hie poweiu of Hie Revolutionary Tn 
Inmab passed onthemotm of Couthon 
By ibis sanguinary law, every form, 
pxfrilege, or usage, oaLculated to protect 
|ti^aocuf^vi^swe{d^ “Bvefy 
post|>ofHSn«mt of justice” sam Couthon* 
is a orimi > every form^ity indulged 
to tihi aocosed is e onme we delay m 
pouching the wiemie* ctf OoUntiy 
should not be greater than the time 
reqaistte for ideniafyu^ th^” The 

* *^liaYe the f^Uowing oametio dsmm 
dstlca from one who heard h uMiSd the 
ftU^es on the day ol Ihe fete lyaveidu^ 

joo> at udt ooa 

luidrast be a 


$ana 
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right of prosecution waa extended to 
Oo&Teation, the Committee ot Pub 
Uc Salvation^ the Committee of General 
Safetj^f the commiasionerB of the Con 
mention, and the public aoousci, no 
du^ction was to be mode between 
members of the Conrention and ordx 
naryindiTadualB. The nght of msisiing 
for on mdindual mrefitigatiouj and of 
^bemg defended counsdi, liad been 
witlhSrawn by a previous decree on the 
5id June In addition to those struck 
at by former laws, there wme induded 
m thxB decree^ ell those who hare 
aeconded the projects of the aienues of 
France, either by £Eivourmg the retreat 
of, or shLelding from punishment, the 
aristocracy or conspirators, or by x>ef 
aecuting and oalunuuatiug the patriots, 
or by corruiitmg the mandatories of the 
peo^o, or b^ abusing the prmciples of 
the Revolution, of the laws, oi of the 
government, by false or perfidious ap 
phoaUons, or by deceiving the repre 
sentatives of the people, or by spread 
mg discouragement or false mtelhgonce, 
or by misleading the public by false 
mstructiousordepravedexample** The 
proof requisite to convict of ^se mul 
tifi^ous offences was declared to be— 
«Every piece of evidence, matenai, 
moral, verbal, or wntten, which is suf 
S.<ne;atto oonvmoe a reaeonabie under- 
fitandmg '* The Reyt^utionaiy Tnbimal 
WOf divided into fom separate courts^ 
each pe^seetsingihe same powers aff Ihe 
oi3gU^ a pulmc aocoser, and a nvM 
dent num^ of judges and jm^mm 
avreMed to each, to enable them to 
proceed with m the work of 

eztermmatiQii 

Aceostomed as ^e Convention 
me to bUnd obedience, they were 
^hrtled 1:^ ^bi» jpro|ect ** I demand 
aa adijoummf&i if this law passes, 
noting said Bnampe, but 

to blow otd; our bradne’* Ahikhed et 
the Agitadaoh which pre^idM^ Robes¬ 
pierre mounted the T^buidih **For 
long,” aaid he, "tbie‘"iMiee<h% hw 
mgued and de^ed on 4^ day, 
beoauae for long it hte hbemtAfi 
JWm empire of 'INm ^ 

imM, strong pronoWn^ divide the 
BtpubMc. 

ty and inexorably sSk attWpbeganu^ 
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bberty, the other is the cowardly and 
cnmmal opinion of the amtocxucj, who 
have never eeeaed amce the commence 
meut of the Revolution to demand 
(hroi tly or mdirOotiy, an amnesty for 
the conspirators and enemies of the 
country lor two mouths the Con 
v^taoa has sat under the sword of 
assassins, and the very moment when 
liberty appease to have gained its great¬ 
est triumph, IS pieoisely the one when 
the conspi^'idorB against the country act 
with most audoorby Citixens, be as 
sured the conspira^rs wish to ^vide— 
they wish to mtinudate us I Have we 
not defended a part of the Assembly * 
against the poniards which wiekedivm 
and a fal^e xeal would have drawn 
against tliem ? We expose oursdves to 
individual assassins to destroy those 
who would nim the Republic We 
know how to die, j^vided the Conven 
tiou and the couutxy are savecL I de 
mtmd that the project be diaeuesed, 
article by artide, and without an ad 
journmenh I have observed that for 
long the Convention has discussed and 
decreed at once, beeauee a gieat majo- 
nty were really intent on the public 
go^ I demand 1hat,mBtead of pausing 
on the proposal for adjourument, we 
sit till eight at m^t, if neoessary, to 
discuss the project of the law which 
has now been Submitted to it. * The 
OoUv€vition kn. 0 w their master, and in 
fAiKy mx'Hutet the law was passed. 

OnthefoUowingdaysomemem 
bers, dnefiy adherents of the old party 
of Canton, ex]deav<Htred to overthrow 
this sangnint]^ decreeof the Assembly 
Bourdon d4 rOuw jjroposed that m 
safety lai the membm of the CoWea- 
taon shoidd be provs'^lbr by a aboeml 
imaotmimt, to the effect thattheyahould 
not be indicted but in piersuanoe of a 
decree of that body He was ably sup¬ 
ported by Heifin, and ilm Jatgudature 
semsd ineh^ ^ adopt the pKoposak 
Uoui^n the Slountaim 

whMi ^tposition seemed ohiefiy to 
emanatn Botndmi 
members of ^Conmut^ know,*' said 
h«^ 

^ The seventy ermted IS^lrondista 
who bad not tariedvdiu Jeadeisin 
the October preoe^Uag 
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afeofteir own property Their cotmtry 
die9 mih them, and the revolutions 
whudi they have appropnated are but 
a «$haiDge of semtuae No Cromwell 
far Phowe—not even myselC” But 
^ meanwhile a very formidable opposihoii 
was Secretly organising itself in the 
Convenkoit The project of this law, 
as it atruok at nearly ful the members 
both of the Ifovemment mid the Con 
vention, was accordingly warmly Com 
bated in both the Committees and the 
latter It was brought forward in the 
latter with the knowledge only of Cou 
thou, and, as soon as the discussion was 
Over, it was vehemently assailed in the 
Committee of Public wtatiom^ The 
tnith was, that KobespmrrO, Bt Just, 
and vCouthon, now stora nearly alone 
there they ^held the legiriature and 
whok offices of government, from the 
highest to ihe lowest, filled by such an 


infamona set tif acotmdrels, whom uni 
veraal suf^iage had brought up to the 
head of raurSi ^t they oould aee no 
chance iotibB BepubUebut in extend 
iDg extetteination to nearly tne whole 
persons in authority m die stataf 
^5 Armed hy this accession of power, 
the proscnptionB mx)ceeded during the 
next i&x weeks with redoubled violence 
The power of the Committee of Public 
$alvatmn was prodigious, and wielded 
With an energy to which there is no* 
tiling oomparAle m the history of mo* 
dera Europe The ruhng prmciple of 
that extraordinary government was to 
destroy tilie whole aiistocracy both of 
r^k and tsleni Power of intdlect^ 
independence of thou^t, was in an 
especial manner the object of the Die 
tatoya jealousy , he regarded it with 
more aversion than the ai^tocracy either 
of birth or wealth i It was on tiua 


* The day foIlowiDg the 22d Pratnal BU 
laud Vare&ues loudly accused Aobespierre 
the TOoment he entered the Committee and 
upbraided him and (^nthon with having 
brought before the Conveutu)ii.the abomih 
able decree which filled all true patriots with 
horror When a member of the Committee 
added Billaud, presumes ou his own sole 
reeponsiblUty to mtroduoa a decree to the 
Convention, liberty is soesnfieed to the will of 
an individual 1 see perfectly said Robes 
plore, that t am almie and that no bne sup 
ports mo 'andfiarthwithdaolsimodfunously 
His tones were so loud that many citucttis 
assembled in the terrace of the ^ilenes 
They eloBod the windows and the discussion 
went on with the same fervour I know 
said Itobcipierre that there is a facHon ip 
tim Convention who wish to me and 

you are here defimeUng Ruampa It must 
be said replied BUlaud ' nfber your decree 
that you wwi to guillotine the Convention 
Robespierre rephed excitedly You am all 
vdtnessea that t do not ssy that 1 wi^ to 
guilloUns the RaUonal Convention X know 
now' he added tuming to BiUsud 
^Xnd I also iwow ihti Ibr an awd«voluUoa 
ist replied the latter Bobespier|^ became 
mnoh agitated, wtiking up Shd down the 
oommittae, be bvsn cutied his hypocrisy 
the length of shedding tasm imoGSKmE 
ds Ytrso^^ dto dma Membfu dw 

ibnutm, SSf X, Xxa& 1X1 W 

InBobospiews^house after S» aeatb was 
the ibUowing note fit his awn bandWritiog, 
as to the wiaoUr ef some ^ the leadisg 
members of ibe Convention, whose ooaliticn 
iilM’ produced hla overthrow *Jl& 
tSt Bevolatlcin are ecoundreiit 
^Stsmedbyin&myaimoriine dWiot 
never more tbsu a partisanoi Oricans 


hiB silence since the taU of Pauton, and his 
own expulsion fifom the Jacobins, is m strik 
ing contrast with his eteraal talk before that 
time He eonfineshiniselftosiloit intrigues 
and agitation among the If oontsln when the 
Committee of Public 6af^ proposes any msa 
sure fhtal to the ftcUons iBowrdm dt I Otte 
has covered himself with crime in La Vendde 
where he delighted, in his orgies with the 
trsifcoi funk, to slay the vbkmieera with his 
own lumd He imltes traiufiiery with savage 
fiiry He has been the most violent defender 
of uhedsm He has never osased striving to 
xnake the decree proelaimuig the existenoo of 
the Supreme Beings means of raising up ene 
mies to the government among the Mountaiu 
-^mdhehsssnoeeeded Thedayoftheffte^ 
in presence of the people, ha permitted him 
aSlr to indulge in tbs grosseliand most inde 
oeut sarcasms on this subjedk XfenardBour* 
doa-*a destdcable intriguer it all times—was 
one of the principal aocomplicet and the in 
■spfu«bla fidend of Cloots, be was apafty to 
the conspiracy planned at Qobel x Nothing 
can equal tbeoMness of rim intrigues he seta 
on fiipt to swell the nusiber of nis sripen 
disriex M the Jacobins he was the orator 
most ladefti%able in propagMang door 
trines of Hubert mitu 4t ia ds 

* i’apirrs insdifs dt JKsMcdsrrf, 
U and.iM,F<iK xxjrifi. l^k 

wr^^lrtwXiaouroIdd<^? !Ihe carrying out 
Or W» Oons^gtton in ftwopr of ^ peo^ 
Vhokm oorsiieialest the widM ood fbe 
Hck-*^XbejM^e nmbt be mUk^^ed but 
what saro ti» oMmlea to riM &lismtenxnent 
of thepeot^f SfSiipiuaty writers, who d»- 

siliri <As ^ ^ 

griVMribMiiiM vrHowis ti^civil 
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foundation that hm autboniy rested, 
the maee of the peo|lo ardently sup 
ported a gcKrennnent ifrhicAi Was ra^dly 
<^trojnn{; ereiything which was ibore 
them in etattoHi or superior in ability 
Every inan f4t lue own eonsequence 
inoTMsedy and his own proapeCta im 
proved, by the destruction of his more 
able or mote fortunate nvtds. Znex 
orable towards individuala or leaders, 
Bobespierre was careful of protecting 
the masses of the community i and the 
lower orders, who always hc^e a secret 
ideasure m the depression of their bu 
penors, beheld with satisfaction the 
thunder which rolled innocuous over 
their heads, striking every one who 
could by possibibty stand in their way 
The whole physical strength of the Re 
public, which must always be drawn 
fh>m the labouring classes, was thus de 
voted to his will 'l^e armed foice of 
Pans, under the orders of Hennot, and 
formeid of the lowest of the rabble, waa 
at his disposal, the Club of the Jaco 
bins, putmed and composed according 
to 1^ orders, was ready to suppmrt aU 
hiB projects, the Revolutionaxy Tnbu 
nal blmdly obeyed his commands, the 
new municipality, with Hennot at its 
head, was devot^ to his will By the 
activity of the Jacobin clubs, and the 
universal maintenance of the same iU" 
terests, a similar state of thmgs pre¬ 
vailed in every department of ^ance. 
UniveiBally the lowest class considered 
Robespierre as identified with the Re¬ 
volution, and as centring m his person 
all the projects of aggrisn&ement which 
were afloat m their minds. His speeches 
and measures breathed lhat ardmit wish 
for the amelioration of the working 
classes, by the division of property and 
extirpation of capital, which afterwards, 
under the name of socialism and com 
mumem, and%aided byihe genius of 
Lamartine and Lonni Eiidic^ so staron^y 
agitated France and Europe Kmaere 

wartobotermhiatedT 1 pmwrhitisfii 
i>ftrcUtorouim4t4nMtih* wtkw# 

and by the of good wrkh^ 

2 £iy me ptuWiment of timtoiw tad con- 
splrat^a 8 ErthencminmCiofffeaSrone 
Mtrteta end w releCQoa df an otae»L e 
Food end loiw 

pew ea warn d« eMfiSf 

hownficlw bu >3 


mainad to contest his authority, but 
the remnants of the Consktutional and 
Oirondiai partiee, who still lingered m 
the Oonvention. 

$6. In punuanceof these ptind]flo8, 
tile government of Robespierre, amidst 
all its seventy to those who were eithei 
elevated by birth, possesaed of fortune, 
distinguished by talent, or allied by 
habit or incUndaon to any of these 
higher classes, had made eeveral steps 
towards the establishment of mstitu 
tions designed for the elevation and re 
lief of the labounng poor, and which, 
if combined with a just and rational go 
vemment m other respects, might have 
been attended with the most salutary 
effects Education/' said Bar^re, in the 
name of the Committee of Public Salva 
iiou, “is the greatest bleBsmgwhiohman 
can receive it is the only one which 
the vicisfutudes of time cannot take 
away The incalculable advantage of* 
revolutions is, that merit obtains the 
rank winch is due to it, and that each 
citizen fills tile situation for which he 
is qualified by the sp^es of talent 
which he possesses. The republican, 
therefore, diould be mstructed in such 
a manner as to be prepared fbr every 
situation either of peace or of war 
In pursuance of these pnnmplefi^ it waa 
decreed that six young men should be 
sent to Paris ftom every district in the 
Republic, to be eduoatM at the pubhe 
expense in the JSoole de Marut and 
placed under the immediate direction 
of the Committee of Public Salvation, 
to be instructed m the art of war and 
fortification This was munediately 
earned into effeci^ and became the 
foundation of the far fttmed Polytechnic 
School, which furmshed such on inex 
haostible supply of skilled officers fo^ 
tike armks <& the empire 

fi7 The Mghtful misery m the m 
teKor of the empire, the natural result 
of the Revolution, at the some tune 
attracted tim attention of govenunent, 
and they prepared ^ meehii in a Bobk 
aphit. “ While tit.eeannon.’* aald C3w 
not, m the name of the Cemunittee of 
PuUIo SalTetum^ *‘tiiuBdera on tiie 
frontier, mendm^, that oeouMe of tno 
inarduts^ has made progress 

In the iaifeirfor xet jt |i an evil dis- 
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(^rao^ol to a repnbbo^ lucompotible 
yn\h a popular gov^ronieixt. The 
ehamefal word bf^gg<xr should bo ub 
known in a repnbucan dictionary, and 
the picture of mendicity oa the earth 
has lutherto been noting but that of 
constant conspiracies of the elass of 
proprietors against that of non propne 
ton Let ns leave to insolent despotism 
the constmotion of hospitals, to bury 
the unfortunates whom it has created, 
or to support for a moment the slaves 
whom it could not devour That hor 
rible generonty of the despot aids him 
in di^vmg the people. Despotism 
has favoured the mendioantB, only be- 
cause they were base «aui suppliant. 
But what has jit done for tibie general 
Wide spread indigence of the country ? 
What for tottering age or helpless zn 
fancy ? What for the bereaved widow 
or ^e weepmg orphan f Nothing , 
because they were independent, and 
would rather pemdi than fall at its fast 
The true principles of beuefioence are 
to Bttceour, am Aanm, t^fancg 

and it t» deslUate; manhood^ 

idikere w stdb or mthovt erngdogment 
old age, tokere it u tmpoUnt or laijirtn 
In purauanee these just and ei^ght- 
ened pnncipk% a great variety of re 
gulations ww InroUgbt forward and de 
creed for the relief, 4m own JknMa 
—^not in hospittda or bjr m<mev dam^ 
orphan and destrimid and 

theiv education; &r the sucocw of 

ncuddie aged men and 

^ ^ prc^iona sf tab bw, Mdeany 
iteT i e ii B Ts iH ^M aadaibMid to hv 
4he the 

Gbaveatbp, am ims ana may 

asm pM a moaet ^ many gpr^mnacti 
wAddh hi emr relipeoti wim ihsim deciy 
thebiProaeadtnga^ Its det^ are Isrtoc 
n^hudn br a tmk histo 

eurindj^ dA whkh wwf$ emndM were 
weae TlhntwmpKpntdmdmi^^ 
the ciphans, and toe hnpcdexit of 

the abta and should be wchaiiM VtM 
pubUofun^hcaartei^ hndlrcintbestattftn^ 
k That ^ dktrilwoa ef rehef should W 
made by a uablie etAoeA to be asped^atad m 


of temporary destituison, and for the 
permanent suf^ort of wid^s, the aged, 
mi ihe impotent, as weU as those who 
had been mutilated in the pubbc ser 
vice^ and their widows and ebSdren — 

Fas est et ah hoste dooert'* The true 
ptnoiplas of the mnnagement of the 
poor at© to be found m the report of 
the Committee of Futdic Salvation, and 
regular governments will never act so 
wisely for their own as well as thur 
peoples inteiest, as when tbe^ take 
this leaf out of the book of their ene 
miea.* 

88 Bobespierre, shortly before his 
fall, thus summed up the pnnciples cf 
his admimstmtion ^ I have spoken of 
ihn virtue ot the people, but that vir¬ 
tue, demorustrated by the whole Revo 
lution, would not alone auffteo to defend 
UB against the facticms who never cease 
to corrupt and tear asunder the Be 
publia Why is that 7 Because there 
are two wholly different people lu 
Franoe-^the mass of the citizens, pure, 
simple, loTutg jusi^, and ^lenmy to 
Ub4^, that mass which has conquered 
its enemies withm, ojai shakesa the 
throne of ^xstnhL ^ oiher is an og^ 
gregation m rascals abd intngueni, of 
anstocrats and chaxhitoEk^ who would 
convert power and anstniotion to no 
oUier purpose but iheir own aggran 
disemaat. As long as that imptnre race 
exists, ^aiGouchtaon of the ^public 
will be unhappy and precarious. Jjot 
them reogn mr 4 day, and tiiie country 

VSfkSH* M 

r.tl^eooer S«^7e0a-3W 
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\s loei It IS for you to dehyer your* 
selves f^m them hy mpoemg energy 
and unehaBgeiable coacei^ Xn sayiiig 
these words^ 1 am perhaps sharpexkms 
pomards a^^bst m 3 n 8 elf, and it 
that resaea that I pronotsnoe them. 

You wm persevere in your pnneiplea 
^nd your ta ramphaut march, you will 
stide onme and e^ve your country I 
have lived ^ough. I i^ve seen the 
Flench people start from the depth of 
servitude and debasement to the sum 
iQit of glory and of republican virtue 
I have Been their fetters broken^ and 
tiie guilty throne which oppressed the 
earth sh^en by their tnumphant arms. 
I have seen—more marvellous still—a 
prodigy which the corruptions of the 
monarchy, and the mexperience of 
first periods of the Revolution, could 
haidly have peimitted us to hope^--^ 
assembly invested With the power of 
the blench nation, marching with a 
firm and rapid step towards the com 
pletiou of the public happmess—de 
voted to the people, and to the tnumph 
of equality, worthy of giving to me 
world the signal of liberty and the ex 
ample of every virtue Complete, then, 
citiaeus, your sublime work! You have 
placed yourselves m the front rank, to 
sustain the fiivt assault of the enemies 
of humanily We will deserve that 
honour, and we will trace with orur 
blood Ihe path to immortality May 
you ever display that umdterable en 
cxgy, which IB required to enable you 
to resist the monsters of the universe 
combined against you, and enjoy in 
l^eace the fruits of your virtues, and 
the blessings of thv people 1* 

39 But in the mi^ of these warm an 
ticipatious and eloquent declamation^ 
the finances of the Republic were daily 
falling into a moredeplorable condition, 
and 1 ^ prodigious expenditure, erter 
nal and mtemal, waa sustained otdy by 
a ceaseless and constantly in<ireasmg 
issue of assigiiata IBiy a report of Cash 
bon, the miiustei of finance^ on Ifitb 
Hay 1794, it appeared that the nangnats 
wbich had been created up to that pe^ 
nod amounted to the etxormws Siam 
of 8,77S,90e,000 franw <£361,190,000 
of whidi number there stSl 
3?cimaaed m circulaiBon 


francs, or £935,99(^000 So immense 
a mass of paper, amounting at the very 
lowest estonata to three tunes the whole 
l^esest osrculatxon of either France oi 
England, taking both specie and bank 
notes into view, of course could not ex 
iat ut circulation without producing a 
depreciation in its value to a ruinous 
extent, Ihe more espeoially as the whole 
transactKms between man and man in 
the coimtxy were at a stead, m oonae 
quenoe of the blaatmg operation of the 
law of the maximum, and foreign com 
meree, equally wiih domestio expendi 
ture, was annihilated. But aa the as 
Bign^ bore a forced oirQulat#k, and 
the refusal to take tiima at par would 
probably lead to a d^uncia&n at the 
nearest revolutionaiy committee, there 
was no alternative but to shun the pesr 
txience as much as possible, and avoid 
ezthai selling anything, or engaging m 
any transaction whatever inwmch moo 
uey was employed. But creditors could, 
not do this, and fraudulent debtors 
gladly bought up assiguats, and forced 
a discharge of their debts for a fiftieth 
or hundredth part of their real value. 

40 While &e asmgnats were thus 
sweeping away the whole capital of the 
state, tlm much of the Revolution was 
eque^y devaatatmg and relentless lu the 
dretruotion of human hfa The pro 
cee^ngs of the Revolutionaiy Tnbu 
nal,. after the law of 29d Prauial had 
pareed, were So brief as hardly to de¬ 
serve mxM of atgnal, while the oo- 
lumxiB of the Momtewr of the following 
day exhibited fsM tbgt to be 

arrajgned befbx^ that tnbun^ and sent 
to the guillotine, were in general the 
samothmg.^* Rands of thirty, fbrty, and 

* A curious lUoof of this oxtraordmory ra- 
' ity came out subsequently on tbo trial of 
i^er tBnvlha Wtnf one ot the clerkaof 
the lievdutioQBry TrOm&al, bSing Mked how 
It heiipened (hat some persons cm been ex 
eeutM whose aeatancea had not sveU been 
akned gave the foXiowiag snswar * Ko 
cnminri could be executed without a csrtifi^ 
satsox the sentence from the nnnclpei dssrk 
d co^ and the tterk, for hlsj^wn 




would not give the ^ 
s c nte n oQ s&ned b. ^ 
bong too iQijSreforcQ; 
meuts the same day 
j siaa^ to 4 - 
fill up each 4tsg at his 
mean time herau no xtsk m 
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fifty penon 0 , were aucceasively brought 
up, often two sets m a day, compo^ 
Of men and women, old, middle-aged, 
a|id young, generally whcdly unconnect¬ 
ed with. eaw otiier, and who never knew 
of each other a exiatence till they heard 
each other a names m one accuaatiom 
Boyalista, Dontonxats, Anarchists, and 
C<mstituUoaaliBte, were all huddled to* 
ge^erinOne indictoent, under a charge 
of conspiracy against the Repubho, ” 
m^d that fatal word was suffi^cient to 
Warrant proceeding for life and death 
i^nst a crowd of men and women, 
total strangers to each other, but who 
had all, from some ground or other, 
awakened the jealousy of thePecemvirs 
The slightest symptom of disapproba 
tion at the existing regime—a woid, a 
look, a gesture, a sigh, a tear, w^re suf 
ficient, u deponed to by the most in 
famous witness, to se^re an immediate 
^Condemnation, and upon a charge of 
conspiracy With others whose principles 
and connexions were diametnoally op¬ 
posed to theirs, thus included with them 
in the same doom In this way crowds 
of Bc^ahsts and Anandusts were s^t 
to the scaffold together, because the one 
had been connected wiUi those who 
blamed the Revolution foi going too 
fleir, the other for not going far enough 
Even a declaration by women that they 
were pregnant often nuled in proeunng 
80 much as a tempon^ em^peiuaon of 
theirfiste^ Ad^lmablewoe 
observed between tho number oi 
eons indicted before the lUrvo- 

lutionaspTriibnnalj, ^d t^t winch ^ 
peared next m tbs oolnmns of m 
as hayit^ penshed on the 
scaffold, and So gim^iy was the dsn 
ger of expressjb^ Sjmpstiiy vmth the 

alee certiacats Sot m this hutsnea whore 
ihS fssiteooe nrtduOedis ttiU Idsak, legns, 
the derk who wrote it, was hhnsfif emsted 
atSve oclo(^ next inoraw* and exeeut^ 

at four o olo^ ts ^ ^ •PvsMi 

de JfhUl 4*t 3Vit. 

Ro. 2J 

* 1 asw ’*a)dd W^.atdSrksythtWys- 
lutUmmy TnbonaJ, 
women exectuM «s 

V^eaM \' 
tethci memcall men 
tbehr thiwu^ tuiraRi 

Iio sS* 



viotima understood, no tears were 
sh^ nor did mournful visages appear 
even in the fitreetswhen the melancholy 
procession proceeded alow, conveying 
them to the scaffold, and if a dead body 
was seen on the wayside, the traveller, 
as m the days recorded by Tamtus, 
averted his eyes lest he should be seen 
to shudder, and denounced at the Ja^ 
cobin Committee as a counter revolu 
tiomsit 

t Ilie following wore the nnmbera daily 
executed in Pans during the latter period of 
the Belgn of rem>r 
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41 The tnal ot these unhappy cap 

tives was as hnef as during the mas 
snores in Uie prisons Did you know 
of the conspiracy of the ptisonsi Don 
val ? —“ No I expected no other 

answer ^ but it will not avail you ' To 
another* “Are not you an ex noble*”— 
" Yes * To a third, “ Are you not a 
priest * ^—“ Yes, but I have taken the 
oath ” “ You have no right to speak, 
be silent “ "W ere not you architect to 
Madame 7 “ Yes, but I was disgraced 

in 1788 ” “ Had you not a father in 
law lu the Luxembouig?*'—“ Yes 
Such were the (luestionq which consti 
iuUd the sole tii^ of the numen^us ao 
cuscd, often no witnt^iHea weie called, ■ 
their coudeinnations w^re pronounced 
ilmost os rapidly ns thou names were' 
leid out the law 22d Prainal had 
dispensed mP the necessity ot taking 
an^ evidoucu when the couit wuo con 
vinced by moral jiresumptiona The 
ludirtments weie thiowu off by hun 
dreds at once, and the name of the in 
dmdual morelyhllod in, the judgments 
were printed with equal lapidity, in a 
loom adjoining the court, and several 
thousand copies circulated through 
Puis by little urchins, exclaiming, 
uaidst weeping and distracted crowds, 
“ Here are the names of those who 
liai e gained pti 2 ;es m the lottery of the 
holy guillotine ^ The accus^ weie 
executed soon oftei leaving the court, 
or at latest on the foUowinp^ afternoon. 

42 Since the Jaw of the 2Zd Prainal 
had been passed, the heads had fallen 
at the rate of thirty or forty a day 

This IS well said Fouqtuer TinviUe, 
“ but we must get on more rapidly in 
the next decade> four hundred and fiffy 
IS the veij least that must then be 
served up ” To facilitate this immense 
incpenee, spies were sent mto ihe pxi 
sons in order lb extraet from the un 
happy wretches their maeisL and de 
Ri^ate to the public accuser those who 
mi^t first be selected. Those infton 
ous wretches soon beoame^itkotecror ioi 
the captives They were endosed Its 
suspected pmons, but thdr reslmis- 
Nton was soon apparent from their m ■. 
BolenoVf their consequentibl afrs, 
preference shown thm by the 

TOh. itt 


and Hieu orgies at the doors of the celh 
with the agents of the pohoa. As thev 
were sent there to get up a firesh con 
spiracy m the prisons, they were not 
long of accomphdung tbw purpose 
A hundred and seventy were denounced 
at Luxembourg tuone The spies 
whose mission was soon diaooifered, 
were caressed, implored by the trem 
bling pnsonez^ mm received whatever 
little sums they had been able to secrete 
about their persons, to keep their names 
out of the black list, but in vain.* 'Ihe 
uames of sucli as tiiey chose to de 
nouuce were made m m a listn^called 
in the pnaona “ The Evening journal,' 
and the public ebanots wer^ sent at 
nightfall to convey ^em to tho Con 
cieigene, prepai-atory to their tnal on 
the folloiving morning When Ihe im 
fortunate captives heard the rolling of 
the wheds of the ears wludi were sent^ 
to convey them, the most agonising 
suspense preyailed in the pnsona They 
docked to the wickets of their oomdoni, 
placed then ears on the bars to hear 
the list, and trembled lest their names 
should be called out by the officers 
Those who were named embraced their 
companions in misfbxtune, and i-eoeived 
their last adieus often the most heart- 
rendii:^ separatioift were witnessed, a 
fatbei tore himself from the anna of his 
children, a husband from his shriekmg 
wife Buch aa survived had reason to 
envy the lot of those oemdueted to the 
den of FottOuier TuwiUe, restored to 
them oen% they remained in a rtate of 
suspense worse than death itself till the 
samo hotir on the following mght, wheq 
‘ tho roliingc^thid cbrnnot^wheels renew 
I ed the umVersal agony of the captives 

48. To mxdx a d^pKsa did ^e tor- 
I thfw of BtuipeosO upon the mnids^ 
ot the pnson«r% tint they became 
not mily re^tw of life, but anxious 
' for dehth They realised the temble 

* X»|n«iwe sums of money wore given, by 
of t)m captives as had succeeded in 
t oretbigAiw* to them wretches to proome even 
atempoii^inqiitsIhaniaBeiWimmfi^ 
gstSi nor dm they demiy the smsHi^ bribw 
fiosmuMs their gKMimes were ae high as 
Imiir, soUietl&M as low as a botue ef 
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P^»oQ]iani3r ‘which Baste descnbes aa 
the laat aggrapatios of the isfemal 
regiooft-* 

. . •** Che h taato gme 

A lor oho lamestar ffU fa a) forte? 

Bispoee Bicroltl iMto breve 
Queeti non ha&ao epersaea di xBorte.” * 


The ishabitantfl who had reason to 
apprehend deteixtHm heoame isdifTer* 
ent to all the precautiosa reqnltite to 
secure their safely, manj who had e» 
caped, Toluntanly raiTesdered them 
selveB to their peise<mtora, or -waited, 
on the high roa^ the fimt biand of ^ 
natioq^ guard to apprehend them 
The young Pnnoeaa of Monac<^ in the 
flower of youth and beauty, after re- 
ceimg her sentence, dedaied herself 
pegnast^ and obtemed a respite, the 
honors of aumnsg those she laved, 
however, so preyed upon her mind, 
that the next day fhe retracted her de- 
"^dafation Cxttaeas/’eaid sh^ I go 

to death with aU the ^wquiRitiy wld^ 
innocence umpireft* Soon afb^, turn¬ 
ing to the jader who aocompaai^ her, 
she gave him a packet^ containing a 
lock of h^ beautiful hair, and said, 
^1 have oioJy one favour to unploite of 
you, that you will give this to my son 
promise this as my last and dymg re 
quest*' Then, taimng to a young -wo- 
xoas near her, recently condoned she 
exclaimed, ** CoUeagB, my dear I 
eourage I Oramealoue can show weak 
ness 1 ^ SWd|ed witheul^uasr devo 
tLOQ^ eria^iig in her laat axomente, 
like Madame £<dtnd and Chadoete 
Cordi^, a aexmniy nafSg wxfaikeseed m 
the wm fW > 


44 Madame Lecvergne had hoped 
utti Ij^ her mtercessioB, ^ would 
move the heorle ol tiie judges in &- 
wourdf bar husband, the dommendant 
tsi langwf When ^ saw that all 
wae umwiiling, end that santimoe of 
daatih wmpmtounced, a eiy of Yivie 
le Bojti*’ warhasrd, sH the spectators 
heembled at -Uie'fim words ^ Vive le 

“inutt 

»wk la(jwiat«) 


n 


,ji I ten tarn briefly hmw 
fa may eStertiam ** 

CAxt^nDAum in i9 



! getic teims, and When those next her 
exdauned that she had lost her reason, 
she rq>eated the same words m a 
calmer voice, so as to leave no room 
for doubt as to her deliberate mten 
She obtamed the recompense 
I she desired in dymg beside her hue 
band Soon after a sistei followed the 
same method to avoid sumving her 
brother, and a young woman, to ac¬ 
company ibe olneot of her affection to 
anoihm world, IKadome de Grammont, 
disdabamg to employ words m her own 
ddeoce, which she well knew would 
be tma^t^ing, protested only the inno¬ 
cence of Mademoiselle du Chatelet, who 
sat at the bar beside her f Seswants 
freqa^tly insisted upon aooompanying 
-their masters to pmon, and perished 
wiih them on Ihe scaffold Many 
daughters went on their knees to the 
members of the Revolutionary Com 
xnittec, to be allowed to jom their pa 
rents ki captmty, oxvd, when brought 
to Wnal, pleaded gud^ to the same 
charges T'be efforts ot the court and 
jury were unable to make th^ sepa- 
rate iheur came; the -tears of tlmr 
purents eVen were nnavadmg in the 
generous contention, dhal affection pre 
vailed over loTe4: A father 

and sen were cxaAxM. together in the 
HttLSonSt LajEfum, was mvolv 

ed m one <ff itoiM^ricated conspiracies 
of the Prison when hhi name was called 
out to stand his trial, his father came 
fbrwnrd, and, by pemooating his son, 
was the sieans of saving his h£t, by 
dying in has stead. ® Bo you know, 
said^ {^resident of ^ R^lutionaiy 
Tn]»!inal to Isabeatz, whose pre 

jwnoe you are Yes,'^ re 

t am smte * saM abe ^'it would be 
osaiem te ^pimlc aboet mymlf butwiiatbas 
this angri done T (poinnng to Madame du 
ChaieleQ—ebe who never took any part m 
uubSie swi&i who baSraged to no party, 'wta 
m-vcdveo hi no intrigneay bet was devoted 
only to worki of ecnswis bensTOlonee 
lib&eere others as hunsmt, none so little 
bsMeto •uflBiclimetshs^'--iH^ Keil- 

UAH 

Jt OetrtAsfWSwidronskiiidJ 

iHiem iore odd rWtue sock contention 

a, 

othsiriseafety soujd^t ** 
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plied the imdftaatad young man, " it 
38 here that formwly i^ue judged 
onme, and that bow emne muiidets 
nocenea” Nearly all the members of 
the old Farliameni of FanesuSbred on 
sci^ld. One of them, M. Legrand 
d*Allerayi waSi with hia wife, acouaed 
of haying coireBponded with hia ena 
grant son Even Pouquiav TinviUe 
waa soRened. ” Here/* si^ he, ^ is the 
lettei bioT3ghi; to your change but I 
know your wnting, it is a forgery 
Let me see the paper/' scud d'AlIeray 
You are mistaken,” said the intrepid 
old man, “it la boUi my wnting and 
my signature' —“ DoubtiesE^” reidied 
Fouquier, still desirous to saYe huoj 
“ you were not aiequamted with the law 
which made it capital to correspond 
with emigrants f'—^You areimaMen 
again,’ said d’AUeray “I knew of 
that law, but I knew also cf axmther, 
pnot and superior, whn^ eomnxtokds 
parents to eaonfice their Irves for them 
children” StillFout|«U^ 
to furnish him with escusea, but the 
old man constantly chided them, and 
at length said~“ I see jour objlk^ and 
thank you font, but my imd I 
will not puiK^mse ty faisdioed 
better to die at once* We haYd grown 
old together, without havingi ever told 
a falsehood, we wiA not begin when 
on the Tot^ of w grave* Do your 
duty, we sh«]l do^um* Weldazne you 
not, theiholttiilsatofldml^ They 
were sent to the scatK:^ 

45 The vengeance of th»^teats&B 
with peotdiai seventy upon all whose 
talenta oi descent distingidshed ^hsm 
ftom the rest of mankmd* Theaou of 
BulPon, the daughter of Vbmeit» perish 
ed without regard to the IBustnous 
names they bore Whmi the former 
was brought before the Revolutionary 
Tnbunal, ow ^ cluu^ of bmng unpii 
cated m ^ con^^racy m I^SHan 
bourg, hesaid, "I waa confined m the 
St Iiazare^ and ooiddnot haveem^pmd 
m the No matter^ 

said Fouquier T^Vdle, you havaoon 
spited fOjrnimWtf/ ^ siad he wva ure- 
cuted with '&e prisonm foom the 
Luzembouig On b^g pkMd on the 
scaflbld, he said, “ I am w ton of 
Ikdhn,** and pres^ted hiB iwfos to be 


bound Flonan, tiie elo<|nE!xit novel 
is^ pleaded, in vain, £b a toudbiag pe 
titioxK firosx prison, that hia life had 
been devoted to service of mankind, 
that he had been threatened with the 
Bashle for some of his productions, 
and ^at the hand which had drawn 
the romance of W illiam Tell, and de 
pmted a paternal government undinr 
Numa, oould noi be auspected a 
leaning to da^otuun He waa not exe 
€uted> as the £sU of Bobespieire pre 
vmited it, but he was so homr-struck 
wdh the softies he had witnessed in 
prison, that he died afbei the hour of 
deliverance held anived. Lavoisier was 
cut off in the midst o€ his profound 
oheuucalreseartfoea, hepleod^invaiu 
for a ceeprteto complete a scientific dis 
covery AJmostall the members of the 
French Aoademy ware m jail, in hourly 
expeeta^en of their fote Rouchei^ an 
amiable poet, e few hours before hS 
death, sent his nnmaturefo hie ehddxan, 
McompamiBd ky i^ieaa touching hnea — 

Ifo vcme etoziaea |ns, oiyeU ohamaoa ot 
doux« 

SI ouelqua air do trisfoase obacttnat men 
^sage, 

Lotae^w aayon oavant dcasiziait men 

S attondaia rScha&nd et jeaongaais ^ voua 

Andrd Okdnier, a jcam$ man whose 
j^doqumt wntmga poinw him out as 
the future histonsm of the Revohition, 
and ^^batnEbxt, one of its earliest and 
ajbieet sopporten^ were executed at the 
eatno time The fonni^ am engaged, 
meaedUteJy before hm execntioD, m 
oo&aphBing some pklhatie stanxas, ad 
dr«w^ to Hademois^ da Coigny, for 
whem be had conedveda romantic aV 
tachment in msoB, among vdifoh m to 
found ihe foUowing 

avant (|iac Iheuresn eeiv^ 
mSoda 

AU PM aur UOisU brObak 

Haas lesaobcflUte paM aaroufoeMiORiifo. 
Ben Md sonore at VifSibatv 

XesQsmitMdufombMu prewureaiiaiiPiin- 

iktthia unfiniahed etsnsatba peek; 
sumtaouad to the gn&ttok 

Mira kt»l^ iMoiBed to 

tbotOanof tbei» ooMi»oa;<|«M*#$MM- 
trato t»dSwe him. 
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tiie Arab feelinga of nature, Rouoluir 
and Andi4 Ch^mer wereaeatedtogettiar 
in tile obaiiot^ and daaoouiaed tiiere^ 
like Ciedx>» en tiie immortality ot ike 
souk Chdaier, vhe^ on tke aoaffold, 
atruck hie head wnnet mie of the 
bmna of the gmlktin^ exclaamin^ 
’Tia^ a pty t thepe wae aomethmA 
there,** A few weeks longer would 
have flwept off the whole hterary talent 
aa well aadigxn&ed names of Frimee In 
a su^le night tiiree hundred fiuniliea of 
the Fa'ubonrg St Germain were tiuown 
into prison Their only oxnnes were 
the ^toric names which they bore, 
ombraolng all that was illustiious in 
the nulit^j pariiamentary, or ecclest 
astical history of Franca There was 
no diffiotthy in Anding crimes to char:^ 
them with'^their names, their rank, 
their historic oelebrii^, wme sntScienl 
46 In themidfi^of the geii^ralnM^ 
%acre, Halesh^irbeti^ the generous and 
intrepid defends of Louie XVL, was 
too linwiocolote a character to esoape 
deatmction. For some time he had 
lived m the eountiy, in the dpses^ re- 
tiremenit, a ymmg man accused of be 
mg an emigrant, concealed m hts house, 
furnished a pr^xt for tiia apprdien 
saon of the venerable old man and all 
hb family When he amved at the 
pinion, all the captives rose np and 
crowded round him they brought him 
a seat 1 thank you, ^said for 
the attention you ^y to zajrage, bn^ 
1 perlfieive one amdngat you fedblerthan 
xnyBdf—^veittohim " Hewasbrought 
btfpre theRevoluhonaryTribunal alq^ 
with hits i^holei^inily even the judigss 
of that sanguinary aomt tixmea 
their heaoe to avdd h^okhug the 
heart-rending: /spectadeb Tto^ were 

S L condemn^ii;^elher Hisdau^kter, 
adame de Ro^alnbo, when preparing 

Mademoue!^ 

devotion had taved l>er n#mr on me 
Sd of Septeihbiar*^^^ heul agahi 
followed him to jutoeik > 
herseff into'lb^ db eMidINS 
You have had tim «bod ^(ittnte 
save your fatiier, and I hava to 
^ mine f ^ l|]i4aSh«vl|ea 

atuinbM bVeof airikme fiidte otowlto, 
couz^ witii to mmii hdus4 tomount 


the chariot he said with a smile— 
That is a bad omen aRoman would 
have tutod back.*' Becollcctm& With 
the malice of demons, the heroio man 
ner hi wUidi he hod eom^ forward to 
dtoM theunhappy Loms^the monsters 
appBed to hrm to ctad privilege k 
vented k those days of Woe, for such 
as were esteemed the greatest cri min a ls . 
He was sdactied as the victim foi 
eatecution, had the agony of seeing 
hia daugtor, Hadame Roaambo, and 
srtotoughter, Madame de Cbtoau 
brmnd, w^ h^r husband, guillotined 
before his eyes, ere death put a period 
to hiB suffemgs * When bound to the 
phmkf his gr0y hairs were observed to 
be sprmkled with the blood of the 
ohildreu he had seen suffer before him 
With him was included in the indict* 
meat M. d Esprdmdnih sO long the idol 
of the populace of Pato, and who had 
done so much in its earlier stages to 
urge on the Revolution. He waa con 
demnedand executed witkHalesherbes, 
ahd evinced thesame sublime cOl^taucy 
in hifl last moments 

47 The next trial of note, and per 
haps tile most miq^^tous of the many 
iniquitous onse whitih took place before 
tile Bevolutionmy Trikmti, was that 
of the farmers genend of the revenue 
The only motive to tiiw proseeutiou 
to have been tile hope of ob 
taking sometiung cotodcraole from 
the conAsoatioa of toi^ estates, but 
to Committi^ of Publrii Salvation had 
much difflcuUy m findiug any ohthge 
td prefer agatot tom. On 5th May, 

^ 

vetton, comdudJw with a motion, 
Wkdh, hke all to at tot penod. 

Was adopted, tot aU to 

ton^ra-g^^tal ton imng should be 
sent lio the itoohitiohaiy Tribunal 
^^Iqtito toyWto<«*5oa?d^ feiwught 
on to 6tk» and ^ ditov comkrnned to 
bt execute^ ^ mam like a 
acisiddnesd ttj^nst tham vms 
tot« toto totod mnmot^ 

‘ .. 

Ittf %avjsnctl hmanzl duuqae 

«to PilAde pQSCia, 

^sovr essicada’^ ^ 

^ toisdw 4§t tv scene 4 

<rtov totod is to itonal 
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Bxxd tntaed Abater wtih Utbir t€ibaeoo prw 
to 1776 to make it «a^ heavier On 
these chaa*^ ihej ware aQ eteei^t^ay 
condexaneo. When gomg to ihe acaf 
fold. It waediflooTered that 3A ^e hi»ty 
three eubordlnate of&pere had been sen 
ienoed instead of three fanaers-general^ 
and twenty eight only were executed, 
but the three jxusemg ones were boon 
afto* got, aQ between seventy and ei^ty 
years of agOy and guillotined without 
xnenty* Shortly after, the Abbd do 
Fdn<SoQ, grandnephew oi the lUus- 
tnous prelate of the same name, was 
led forth to execution. He was eighty 
mne years old, and had spent his long 
life m deeds of beneficence He went 
to death surrounded by a orovrd of 
orphan Savoyard children, to whom he 
had acted as a father Such was hia 
bodily weakness, owing to his great HM 
that he required to he help^ ujp 
steps of the scaffold but the firmness 
of his mind waa unshaken, and his last 
lequestwas, that his arms should be 
unbouhd, that he might give has last 
blessing to hia numerous The 

request was granted, said recited 

the benediction Icnedhig and in tears 
around the scaffold. 

48 Madame Hhaabeth, bister to Louis 
XYI^ was the next victim. When she 
waa before the BevohitionarT 

Tnbiiinal} the jut^ and the jury maai 
feated an mn$aMdegeeat)i m^^dlenoe 
forharoondenmatunL Shewasbrou^t 
into court with twenty fi^ur otiicr per 
sons^ most of them of hig^ birth or 
descent. ^ What has she to complain 
of saidFouquier TmviMe, casting his 
eyes on the tUustiious gpDup ^wben 
she sees hanelf at the fyot of tiie ioaf 
fold surrounded by md fitithAd no* 
blesse, tiid will belfeve hSqentif stiS at 

* IHie sentence was 1ft thebe tetinb Itis 
^car wh a pM has atisM SSti^ tiis 
Fxenoh pecttle, teadnog ih aid in evmnes* 
idblo wty toe tymlM Of 
the exercise m eMF of ammSSl Sna 


Idudof 


and kgreduents timums tii 
tortingfiuip sue to tim gy 
du Imbmal Jirfinlii<ie w ia d¥% MtyIt 
appears Orom Duphi^ ev^Mes, when alter- 
wards Pouquier Tmti&S vte ebaxged tfith 
this iniqiutVf that their deathbed pievmdy 
been stnu^ed Iw the Cominttiss cf rabm 
SalTattonT^iWS de Pooi^uii^ Tiimx^p 
i8ar2.du7Vie Mf, Mtponmie^ap^i^ t 


Ymailles Like the king and queen, 
Aa manifested the utmost composure 
and seremty when under exammaUon, 
her answers, clear, dsfitmot> and per 
fectly true, left ho room for suspicion 
or misomiatructiQn Being accused of 
having succoured some men who had 
been wounded m the Champa Elysdes, 
on the occasion of the revolt, she re 
plied—" Humanity alone led me to 
dress their wounds ^ I needed no m 
quuy into the ongm of their suffenugs 
io fM the obligation to reUeve them 
1 never thought this a ment, but I can 
not see how it can be considered as a 
crime Admit, at leoati** bmd the 
president ^^that you bavfr nourished 
m the young Capet the hoph of regam* 

X ‘ie throne of hbfkthw**—‘'I de 
myself,*' said she, “ to the care of 
that in^t, who was m more dear to 
me as be had lost those to whom Iw 
owed his betttg** Being accused of be 
mg an acoemphoe of the tyrant—If 
my brother lU4 been a tyrwt,’’ ahe re 
pUedy neither yon nor I would have 
hm^ where we now are'* She was 
sentenoed along with many others of 
lUustnoua rank and 4%u|W virtue 
4)n being taken to where the 

condemned Were eme^omaii she ex 
hiculftd them with so tnuoh calmness 
and serenity to die, that they were all 
enootinged by her example On the 
fhsriot she dftdAred one of her 
omnpaxuonB had dzsolosed ,to hat that 
she was pregnant, and wUi was the 
ma&ns of ssfsmg her destiuction. 
When she had aaokmad tiie scaffold, 
the executioner rudety undid the dasp 
Which dtosed the t« 1 aoro$s her breast. 

In of modesty,** she said to 

one the tiystandera whose arm s wm 
not tied, ** cover fity bosom ” t 
f ** K h fnwiMft/^ 

Mf rmt9 

Sfwiwfir a xcri*** 

gtnsimisa ffectUMi, S4$ 


\ ««*r.--^**jOursfUltad0blh 

sboddneerMold.'* 

X dndW mstsDQsofiwtoicvhti^jmdba^ 
ogonirred in a iuntie martjU' in tm eiWlv 
diunh* Pexpbtua and 


imx Pexpetua and Ptindhia 

wsm Simtmeedim 

fPd to be MIMat Oazmaee 

' vWfui. bom jxti 

wl'thtir 
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emisraoedaU)3wrcQmpam<mfia8Uwysuc- 
C686^Mys»oBtt|«d the i^her 

«qaiu4mgi^ usaal mvkom o£ 
ihb pmodq hms to suffer last 

8bs 4ifld in^tk w of Ml 

pnQrte for tluwo i^fko htuSi te^ea her 
Iffo beauty of her fom, and the 
plaosdd^ of her expressson, awak^idd 
eeattnmente of oominuBer^on eren 
among ^ most sav^ of the rerolu 
hiasuaf roeoltaioTs With her was ex 
eouted Madame de Monlmonii—tto 
same ^hm the States Genera} 
\mlkedin procession to ohuith on May 
4,1789, expresead to Hadawe de Steel 
h^ distrust m tmbonnded hopes of 
feiicLiy to Fruioe which the laftto an 
timpated from the Bevolutmm* 

49 Custuxe, son of the oelebrited 
geiuael of the samenam6> 'v^as executed 
for hamg let fidl some exprauoons of 
attadiment to ius {htber, Alexandetr 
Beaubomais, for Wu^faUed to nuse 
the coege dT Htsyenee Th«fotxnm*had 
been offered, tlm night bt^e has exeou 
taon, the cesiam means ^ escape, be 
refo^ to mahe tm thetn, as btm 
doing so wmild hare endangmed the 
bib of the daughter of bis jailer, who 
had i^eroaidy beetn hss^umental in 
ammi^ Ihe pibm tor his d^hrexy 
nnrily thousand fimios had bribed im 
j«9er, t)M osmago'was ready $ 

threw heiMf 4t hu ifeet, eon 
jspiog him to mebs use of fhesenssui^ 
ofittoape, bsft he resoltifely tslhsed» 
lest he ^lould ^ndiau^those who )utSL 
pedUedsStctlito b<£s9$ and 

Sdt ws mahe Aaanfffl, bol,, 
reoQtaihw w ssnsen she wwi sim 

oesltehmbs^a^silWM She 

h«!p^Pshi|i^ to se 

vefidy wounded, 
th^ Mmly awed 

those not kiSsd^ 
spatched far the 
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ned off to ^ sesffotd, while Bibdeme 
Costhia fnssnsStde on the door of 

ni^^t before life eseeution, was oonehed 
in the most touohmg shraitui eff elo* 
qtmoe llandisl Ludbier, whom the 
Jaeobuu had so lch3% represeated as the 
deehUed saviour of fiVmoe, General 
^ron, whose amialde qualities, not 
witiwisaiditig the proff^cy of his cha 
laoter, Wdl^gendearedhxm^ , 
Genem Latrauiihre^ i^bose succsssfui 
war of pMts had eO Icmg eoTered the 
northern ih](ntier, and many other die 
tiQgm^ed wasrioft}, wmre sent to the 
eeaffold All idiowed the same heroifinn 
m^eir last moments, but not greater 
than was iMsplayed by paoifLo citiaens 
md young womea, who had been total 
ly unaccustomed to face danger Zt was 
in Ihe class of nobles that the greatest 
donisge was shown they finmy pro- 
totted iheir devotion to taeir God and 
^Itsir Hug, and their readiness to die 
in th^ seawtefc The pn^jts died hke 
worthy martyrs of theu* faiths bestow 
iBg to their last moments the succours 
i^hgtoh on ihe captures about to 
eoifer, With whom ihey were smTOund 
ed. Many of the peasants and poorer 
olaSMS piteously bewUiled their rate in 
bedng cut off, ww fcUew not why, and 
oono^ned, they xnew setwlth whom 
I>»ttoch| BtsyoT of S^wssbmg, one of 
the meat iwdSBifi^endsof Hbe^, wrote 
to has son theni^ befm Im exeeu 
As he vamed htt last tdessing, 
neverto attempt to swVfmge ks death*” 
iQji(l0pr^amita^^^ ^dtedthe contempt 
of ttie speotits^ by piteous 

«W 0 S on Hm ckasieh 4 m aWf^ma 
frewsy of bemr wffh Uie4cii^oners 
on the aOsiffcM. It was Madame du 
Bwri, the astK>«nAe^%»f the bifeunous 
pleasipwa of I,«Q^ Shehsdmade 
her esei^ te reiiuwedto 

ffiMoe to dhnnter bar'diamonds ana 
leWaK which she had\deoesily boned 
tql^ahwe Luo^e^ 
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and io iha BepubUc.*' 

Her fine bUck luajlr belxmd vw eut 
buf thi!^ in &ont re^)^«ined, And al^ 
shook hor hood inihe hope of soften 
mg ihe peo^e by the display of her 
Bullheaatifturmjdste Someomongibe 
bysbandera shuddered, otibeis laughed. 
Instead nf ansirexing, the exeou^ner 
pointed oat, smiling^ the block on the 
guillotine on which her head was to 
rest lifted on the scaffold, being 
unable to stand, she mteously prayed 
for a mmute's reepxte, and ntte^ 
shrieks when bound to the plank which 
froseerery heart with horror Yetwafi 
this lamentable spectacle not without a 
beneficial effect, it recalled the pec^ile 
to a sense of the hon'or of the puniflh 
ment, which, from the general heroism 
or resig^tion of the nctuns, had Oome, 
strange to say, to be almost fbigotten.* 
50 While prostituted beauty was 
thus emotng a fearful picture of the 
-vre^iknese of apkndid guilt in xta last 
moments, the courage wxth which a 
number of young women, supported by 
the recollections of virtue and the m 
fiance of religion, underwent the same 
fate, excited universal a^hmuhmeat and 
sympathy iWo cases m particular, at 
the vary close of Ihe Beign of Tenm, 
attracted general tmtaoe, and contnbut 
ed in no small degree to |^t>dace a gene 
ral heartaiokeningatthe reign of mood 
Th«y we this dwoiibed by an oyowit^ 
ness of these meUuudioly aoenes 
the 28th of May, fourteen young women 
of Vmdun were broui^t out m execu 
taon together, foi no otbmr onme but 
that of havnig presented bou4uetB tff 
flowere to ihe Sitog of IFrussi^ when 
he entered the town In 1722. 

■* ** It Is amaeg ^ that I have 

seen,* Slim an cm 

eeursgsi thesuMarsd alom their Ueaftcr* 
able ftt te n ' hi ni ^ to end tbtir mt 

kiaitedueiutim la^klridegijm^ahsd 
with ]qy fhetr bleed cn IBbemStaSi ftelha 
oanse of mocaidby ScdwhideMM 
mod loiveied armiMtby Was the wdi 
rw^gaotiim whiMam of dw 
tte. nmea. Tbm miuistmdte Hui an* 
ha^ pmstan in tech last 

beftce th«m ^ ibe ecnCidad<si5^ 
rdlBion, aadtaumthem to Mrs^^Math 
M theaiu^mm weitud aadmCtm 
tbax IheuiMlveB jbim CoS ettsunsuf. 
Virtue; tnd pm ‘ 

aiHtsinaiity^-- 


were all ahke dressedm white, as if they 
had been going to a mamage. Thear 
youth, th^ tmuty, thenr innocent air, 
touched even the most savage hearts 
with ptty, sod many tears were secretly 
died at the mght of so many mnoonsi 
humsn b^ngs being taken together to 
thesoafibldU It was gmmrally observed, 
after they had been guiBotmed, thst ft 
was Idee cutting the spnng out of the 
year A few days i^ter, the whole numi 
of the Abbey of Kontmartre, With the 
lady abbMsattheir head, were executed 
togethei They began to thant the 
S^ve Reg%M as they haft the doors of 
the Conoiergene, contmued sing¬ 
ing donngtneir whole passage alongthe 
streets , and the mouraftd strain had 
not ceased, though they were ei^teeai 
in numbw^ till the head of title hst 
had faBen under the guiQotme Theft 
constancy, piet^, and resignation pro^ 
duced a pre^ound unpresaion on the^ 
muftiiude,l<3^unaceu^mediounprea- 
ssoQs of that descnplioa, and for once 
ulenodd the funes of the guillotuie,t 
who uaually danced round the load^ 
Hanots, Bulging revcdntlonaiy songs, 
from the ^me they left tihe dom of the 
Conmergene tOl Uiey rtai^hed the scaf 
fold in &e Plaoe de la Bevolutiom It 
waschiefiy m oonseqaence of the moum-^ 
fed impresaimi produced by this execn* 
tion, lhat the }»ace ofjpimnhment was 
removed, first to the luace fit Antome 
on the 2o Joxie> and m the fth to tilie 
Bamisw du Trfin^ xn the Ihubourgfit 
Aiitmne.^ l^afin^eshflhegaillotuxe^ 
paid ftr thtift inindhi, at an earl^ hour 
i|hvt{(medthemseN^ tmariots 

vhndi awaited w ymthni !nthe court 
of^theFolaoe nfdwdee^ whde the «xe- 
AaftonemHmw drUik^lii the nen^ 
bom^ mi, when ^ 

WiwstiSiM danced rpuna 

kmg 
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a few defefiul^ in addition to those con 
tained in fibe former chapters, may serve 
aa an example o| the Thedieturb 

aaoes on ike northern frontier led to the 
special nua&mn of a monster named Le 
bon to those dislaricts, armed with the 
full power of thefievolutionaxy Govern 
ment* His appearance m Uiese depart 
manta could be comparedtonothing but 
the apparition of those hideous funes so 
moch the object of dread in the times 
of paganism In the city of Ama» above 
two thousand persons, brought there 
from theneighbounogdeportments, per^ 
ished by the gmllotme. To add to the 
tortures of his victim, Lebon hept a man 
in suspense for a quarter of an hour under 
the blade of the guiUolane, m order to 
augment the bitteSmeaa ofdeath by read 
mg,before itf^l, aletter which he knew 
woulddiatresshim. Hedidtheeamevoth 
two young Englishwomen, who, under 
"^pretence of being ansioorats, had been 
Bent to the scaffolds It la well," said 
he, idle aristocratslikeyou should 

hear,in theirlaet momests, the toumidi 
ofouranmee’’ “}itonster*'*8»i|deneof 
the English ladiee^MisB Plunked ^you 
thmk to increase the bittmeas csf de^; 
but undecmve yourself though wemen, 
we can die eoaiugeously> and yOu will 
die the death of a coward.' Yet even 
these atrocities were palbated in the 
Convention, when the people of the north 
implored an investuabion into thmn. 

The prooeedings of Le|>oU,’ said Bar 

* The Committee, oitimii coUeacUei re 
minds you tpat, iavMtm with unttirrlied 
powers, you ought «e«sgetlaimy m adopt 
every measure roquirits fisr the puhUoasAUy 
Keep up your revolujdona^ atutude Tour 
powers am onliinit^ Una lAttnsiity 
uoum^ tw the Oine^ OmsIMMeia wat 
of 1791) and appiakd to iw all 
manta^ is a cr&M ia itmf wh&oh CapaUt 
sMeidotiiteiu, stnsajsal&st tbeftepiahltbeau 
only be redeemad the axa. uw lywfc 
mpealed to it««tbe tyrant was Stvldm 
nhake over the heads of the tkidtors the 
torch and the axe go fbrwM, 4^|ien c^ 
league^ in ^mrnhinoiiaiy#e%irai^ you 
havesoumgeomy maikedoi^ waObuu&lt^ 
tee applaudeyour laboum**^^wad Bi 
fiti.iAun Vanuiras^ 0 
d>i neuvjB^ ‘ 

(Uth<Mofwt^l70^), 




r&ve, *^may have been a htUe har§h os 
to form, but these charges have been 
suggest by wdyanstocrats* The man 
who crashes the eUemies of the people 
can never bo a proper object of censure 
TVhat la not pmmtted to the hatred of 
a rejmbhoan against anstooracy? How 
many generous sentiments atone for 
seeming hasrohness in the proseoution 
of the public enemies! Bevolutionaxy 
measures are ever to be spoken of with 
respect* The Convention passed to the 
order of the day It la no wonder they 
did so, fbr it appears, from a letter of 
the Committee of Public Salvation sbll 
extant, tibat hia prooeedinga were ex 
pressly enjoined by tbemadves.* Mm 
glmg treachery and seduction with san 
guinaiy oppressum, this monster m the 
human form turned the despotic powers 
with which he was invested mto the 
means of mdividual gratification. Alter 
having disgraced the wife of a noble*- 
man, who yielded to hia embraces in 
order to save her husband's life, he put 
the man to death b^ore the eyes of hia 
devoted cmisort, a species of trea^uny 
80 common, says Frudhomme, that the 
examples of it were innumerable. Chil 
dren whom he had oomqp^ted wwe mn 
ployed by him as spies upon their pa 
rents, and so infecmoos did the or^ 
exam^e become, that the favourite 
amusement of this httle band was put- 
tmg to death birds and small annnalii^ 
wi^litUeguillotmeamadefortheiruBet 

W(»ild be mt off the moment I ordered ft.’ 

Lsbon has rotumed fmmPans, im- 
a terHMa similar to that at 
Farm w been ado|^ed atibsrevelutioaary 
txibcnsl A vtoomas amt has caused the 
incsrosration oftheWives or iiitubaods of the 
male sad^mi^eartsmeifti shepjwln pcisoiu 

A search has just been made iw a 

of sew patrtom (1 was sue of ihem). 
Tbe A^siaee * dulc^ 

^0ai iu» Aoif ‘•^’Dabthb e mmsnsaaii, iwc 
m Wmm tfjM^fletiyterW and Jl^ dc 

p<msrorA t 

, It is a h%My iUustraUve of 

the pmaifasof tUttbiemom^ 

incase 

w waam^ tarn ^ w-m .m. 11 . . ■ d* XOt 

flomamu he islimcooamm mtheutmoat 
fimuMi ei mlM* bssum that^^WuoA 
m^PirdlsmnstenQes, bavedmtbe same. 
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52 Tbe career of Camer at Bantee, 
where the popular veageance waa tobe 
inflicted oti the Bo^aliets of the western 
proviaceS) was a^ more ralentleeB* 
One of VbB depots for the prisoners 
contained fifteen hundred women and 
children^ who, without eithei beds or 
Btrawy were huddled togeldier on the 
damp floor, and often kept two dajs 
without food The men purchased their 
lives only by bribery, the women by 
prostitution. Sucdi as withstood the 
cidronceg of th^r oppressors were sent 
without metw to the waffold tbeohil 
dren, who had neither money nor plea* 
sure to oB&e, were all saerinoed. Re* 
peated fusilladea Out them down. Pnre 
hundred of theseinnocenta of both sex;Ge, 
the ddest of whom was hot fourteen 
> ears old, were on one occasion led out 
to the same spot to be shoh Never 
was so dej^orable a spectacle witnessetL 
The httleness of their stature caused 

bonds, rushed into tire mnka of tiie 
executions, dong round their knees, 
and, with snpphcating hands and agon 
Seed looks, eoi^ht for mercy Nowing 
could eofb^ these assassins ,t they put 


• * BveiythiuffwUhoiitexceptionwasborn 
ed,toaataMd, destroyed towns, buigh^vU 
la^ have dlaappeat^ aM tho sword has 
finished what m fiwnee had nmred It is 
thus that La Vo&ddo haebetu revived 
port dRoRBsmanut teVentose, 

1704, i^ajNsrs irsuv^s otei jBteeiptrm, 
No 88 

t ‘ Whocsn^atetbehtwretsof thatday 
WhWi first these wetU beteme the viemr’e 
preyt 

With whet a shtde devouring deught^ 
pasad^ 

And sw ep t nt e te t acnous oiden kL her 
hfiitel 

(yeruojble«D4 pUbelSn nnoged the tword, 
Kor ut^ SB<xr leuicffite ode paute 
^ sli£ng ftfipee^wlthwedwnwriQi^ 
o'fitv 

And ssceedtea^ples stood hi poclaofgonh 
The luthless steeLisepside&tOf deite 
Perbade die sireto UOii^eht his day; 

It strudct^ baodh^mimn to U&e oerCh,^ 
And cropp A 

(Can inhooentethe rage of 
And they whO'hfi'er iMafite^ 

Age fsno wtftL andsHldhood no defhiteA 
lV>kUls4lthttmurdereris|^v^n& ^ 
Bsga stays not to hsauire whoodgkC te ale» 
Kumbha must ftll, no matter er 
why’* 

Xjocav'i yAoTMiia, s 90 


them to death even when lying at their 
feet A large party of women, most of 
whom were wilh cw^^and many with 
babes at their breast, were put on board 
tiie boats m the fjoxre, l^e innocent 
caresses, the unconscioussimles of these 
little innocents, filled their mothers 
breasts withinegpressible anguish, they 
fondly pressed them to iheir bosoms, 
weeping them foi the last time 
One of th^ was d^vered of an infant 
on the (;(uay, hwdly were the agonies 
of childbed over, when she was pushed, 
with the new bom innocent, into the 
galley Afterbeingsteipped naked, their 
han<&were tied behmd their backs, then 
Shrieks and lamentations wei-e answer 
ed by strokes of the sabre, and while 
stru^;hng betwixt terror and shame to 
conceal raeir nudity from the gaze of 
the executioners, the signal was given, 
the planks out, and the shnekiog vio ^ 
time buned m waves Camei him 
self had a vessel el^antly fitted up, 
which plied on the Loire, and in which, 
surrounded by a number of friends and 
CouxteaasiB, he enjoyed the spectacle of 
thesuifrri^cdtheRoyaliBts Female 
jealousy added to the of the aban 
d<med sumsters of his pleasures, they 
«ijoyed the satisj^ction of semg their 
nvmw destroyed. Tlie slmeks of some 
hundred vic^a precipitated mto the 
waves did not interrupt for more than 
a minute or two ihe revels m this float 
ing palace of wmo aaoA boentiousnesg 
Human cruelty, it would be supposed, 
qottld hantUr ^ beyond these execu 
iaons, but &ey were surpassed by Le 
bonnet Bordeaux $ Awomanwasao 
eased of having wept at tiie execution 
of htr hui^d 8be was ooxydemned, 
ann^ m amlausea of the multitude,.^ 
to sevarat houiu t^er the 8U% 
>uided Uad^ which ebed upon her,. 


% Bon of Vbe tAbon at AVras. 

I Ihepriaomleufthd pommisnonMat Boev 
dsattXWiwtedtefrOythe meccantlle 
srlioy ’’The atmoctw^ stew hs 

A wtr v ite iltomafc bf^o ^^esdiood and 
hiobHiw ^s s^s sordy, 

no «te, beewne temr am eon* 

vi^ 

taken part th ^ 

itei w&ed the In 
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drop by drop^ tbe blood of ibe deceased, 
whose coipse was idwve her on the soaf 
fold, before «be%as released dei^ 
froCl her agony 

fi$ One of tiie most extraordioaiy 
features of these textible times, was the 
apathy which the better dassea, 
in Paris and the ptovinoea, enno^aiid 
the universal disposition to bury Axmx 
ety m the delinum of present enjoy¬ 
ment. The poc^e who escaped death 
went to the operas without intennis 
Sion, with equal unconeem whether 
thirty or a hundred heads had fdlen 
during the day The class of proime- 
tors at Bordeaux, MarsdBe^, and all 
the principal towns, tOmd md vacah 
latmg, codd not 1:^ prevailad on to 
qmt their hearths, wlufe the Jaoobms, 
ardent, reckless, and nmeCatigablQ, m 
ured to crime, plunged a merciless 
^^ord into the bosom of the oountry 
TThe soldierseveiywheresupported thw 
tyranny the pr^ect of ranBaohing 
oeUaars, ravtshing women, and dunder 
lag cofibza, made them umversa%&ith 
ful to dhe govemmeat Bt Just, When 
sent down by ftobespierre to Btraas 
butg wrote to him the excass of 
cruelty had blunted to its effects. 
The careai of Talken at Bordeaux at 
first waa 
idmri iime 
uhed on toe soafibld. Bat he was at 
lengto awakened to more btmume tdA 
by toe mfiuence ei Im beanfofhl 
murtres^ whoto he afterwards momed, 
JKadamednFcmijenay/niie dfthese sin 
gulav dharaeteKn whom toe Bsvolutmn 
laisdd to nmiimce^ and vtoo hod ^ 


* dsPbnem; 

net less toen her bm 


equally saBgmnary m a 
seven Imudr^ no^ms per* 



her de 



_ was toe 
a ■ 



dtoetot hot 

and 


hilte*. iBerto 

tharteMD&and 





^ tom at 

Wifi«yyittnitea 

tertto^Mtyi 

-hnnr hrrmTiihfi^ ititm titoife edtotoe 

^i<meooa ham 



virtue to apply toe Induenoe which her 
personal -cmunQS gave 2»r to the pur 
poses of humamiy “When in & 
oaunlry which we aB ooncetved to bo 
on ton pomt of regeneration,^ says 
Louve^ “the men of property were 
eveiywliere so timid, and the wteked 
so au^tciooB, it became evident that all 
assemblages of men, onoe dignified with 
the name of the p^ple by sach fools 
as mys^, are, in ti^to, nothmg more 
than an imbe^e herd, too happy to be 
permitted vto ^uch under the yoke of 
a despotic master** 

$k The Conmuttoe of Fubhc Salvar 
tion iQOBSsanify urged #ouquier Tin 
vills^ the publm aoeuserj to accelerate 
the execntions He hiznself dedared, 
on hia subsequent trud, “ ttot on one 
occasion they ordered him to increase 
toem to end hundred and fifty a-day, 
and that the proposal filled his mind 
with such hox*ror, that as h.e returned 
by toa Beme, the vivar appeared to vm 
red witoblood, and the pav«nmtontoe 
streets to be strewn with decapitated 
human heads.'* The pretended eonspi 
racy m the pinsona Msred ad an ex 
cuss imr a f^htlul multiplication in 
toe mnaber of vietmiA One hundred 
and sixty ware dmouneed ui the prison 
of toe liuxembourg aktne, and from one 
to two hundred in toenther prisons of 
ParuB Jk, fitortoatod attempt at escap 
m toe nrison of Ita Force, was made the 
gmuna^Qr hundreds to 

theBevolutionaryTztounaL Fouqmer 
Tumlle had xnadesuto an enlmgement 
of toe hall of that dreaded oourt, that 
room was afforded for one hundred and 

IMtoIgns de K Arloonit atlltela tostmousod 
the ernes of the BevoluBoa IDiessea as an 


a tanmor^ume shewas to be scan at 
totoa toemawc^ and on hsrstoato to toe 
■tr ee to wtwm toa pronsooced sevetal ole 
euami^toeaQhm to tovour of the Involution 
BtmttomtoThaselgni^toehada Suf 

to melt hw. twd whw 

ttotoh 



of toe Oontoottoa to Bto* 
BBfir^y to save vtfitims 
theEsp^toos Bar 
did no stoafi toam to 

mi of 
to 

neittt a mrt^'^haliAniXito ihttetre ow Qmn% 
diaa vOto, 
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8uc^ to be tmd 9k once, and be t>ro 
|>otM to plftoe at ^e bar the 'whole 
pruonera ckacged with the cooepiracf 
m the «t one eittiog He 

even weiKt so far aa to erect a gamotuie 
m the conrbroemt in m del to execute 
the prisoners the in(namt the sentence 
was pronounced , but OoUot d*Herbois 
objected to this, «8 tending "to de 
mondiae punisfaiaent" A guillotsine 
bad been prepared, however, wiib four 
blades placel crosswise, w^cb ootdd 
behead four pnsoners at once. 

55 But n a honit to human 
mhmt 




wlien 1 



3nng^-H0m ii<^ wuen inct]|iiant na* 
tore will no l^nigeranbmitt, and eotcrage 
arises out of despair That avenging 
boor was fast approadbing Tbekngth« 
«aed files of pnsQsera daily led to the 
scaffold bod long excited the oonnm 
seration <itf Ihe obu^ in Paris , 
the shops in fbe Hue St EConord were 
shut, and its pavement deserted, when 
the melanoholy ppocassion, mo'ving to- 
wards the Place de la B^volauon, 
paseedaloQg Almaedwtfliesesigaaof 
dissatiaEieotion, the C<»nmxttee changed, 
as already mentioned, the place exe- 
naUon, and fixed it first on the Plaos 
St Anteme, and soon aftei at the Bat 
nbre du Trfine, in fbo Fauboaag St 
Antome. But even the 'werimnen of 
that revolutaonoiydiairKiterelef^ noa- 
nifwted impatiesoe at the constant rar 
potation of &e ditmal spectacle. The 
middle classes who conslituted the 
strength of 1^6 national guard 3h 
began to be aimvaed a;t the iiK|dd pro 



ecdesi 


from their fi?equsn^, but tbsir near 
aqpproaoh to themselvm. Thear reason 
was «t length awakened by the tevolu 
bonaiy kver having exhausted itself, 
humanity began to react against the 
oeasdess effcoaen of hunnui blood, after 
sU their enemies had been destroyed. 
It was impossiblie that pfy should not 
at kngtii be awakened In the breast of 
the spectators, for never had such 
Bc&am of woe bwi exhibited to the 
piddio gasfi ^^The fimeralcars,” says 
the republican historian^ LaicAriane, 
"often held t<^ther the husband, wife, 
and all their children. Their nnplor 
mg vkaiges, which nhutuaQy r^;aided 
each otto With the tender expression 
of n last look, tsbe heads of daughters 
Mikog <m ihe knees of thehr mothers, 
of wives on the shoulders of their hus¬ 
bands, the ;»:es8Utfe of heart against 
besri^ both of which were so soon to 
cease to beXt—now pxy hairs and au 
I bum locks cut by the same scissors, 
now wnnkled heads and Ghanning 
Tissgte fallu^ under the same axe ^ the 
alow march of ^ cort^^ the mono 
tonous rolling of the wb^ls, the hedge 
of sabres around the prooession, the 
stified sobs of the viotims, the hisses 
of the popcdace, ths ones of the funes 
of the gudl0tme''-*-aIl impressed a 
mousufeil ^diaraeter on these assassina 
tions^ whidi seoned io be provided for 
no otto imypose but to serve for the 
paotinm of the people^” 

50 A ocmstdfiimbk partyintheCon 
ventLC^eegerly »3abxemthes^ sen 
tunente thetr oom^icuous situation 
rendemd it prdbahie they would 
bo ommig the fimt viotuns, and every 
mm, Intite hope of aavmg his own bfe, 
Bid^tiy fiw the downM 

tyntetA it was w^ known m that* 
AaaemHy that Bdbespmrre hod let <&& 


^ons At first the nobtea 
asteos only wiwe included bjrdcgreee 
the whole bended pn^rieteia #6re 
leached, but now the work df deatTuo^ 
ticn seemed ko be to 
eveiyidaeB abovethe lowest Oiktixie 
bats of the Bevolat^onaqrt^hu^ te 
the latter days of iba ^Te*^ 
ai^te befoiUMted4»a,itoaMter&^ billed ns nme^ atta£ntegtto<$()eeh 

dresseia, butchers, fuatoa, I The Oommittee of 



end workmen, a(^cuaed of eiitito4ttr 
tLonary prmciples. From the 
5cme to the ITw July, Ito comt tot 
eenteneod tw^e Ixtmds^ and 
fivepeteoiifliodeaUi* Thape^le 
piiy for thmo prontf^ptiofii^ to 




i9«% 


them ^EXnxoMKSMflC 
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RevolutiorAry Tnbunal/' exdftuned 
Btllaud VAreime?, ** thinka it haa made 
a gpaat ^ort whea it etnkee off sev^ty 
iieada , but the people are earaly 
habituated to what they alunm behold 
to mspire torror^ we must double the 
ntuuber ” ** Bow tuultd you are m the 
capital I*' said Oollot d'Hed>ois» '^cau 
youv eare not etand the sound of artil 
kry f It IS a proof of weakness to exe 
cute yUur enemies one after another, 
you i&ottid mow them at once down 
with cannon.*’ The judges of the Hop 
▼ olutio3iary Tnbunal, many of whom 
came from the ^eys o£ Touloui la¬ 
boured inceBsanUy at the work of ex 
ternunation^ and mmgled indecent n 
baldry and jests with their unrelenting 
cruelty to crowds of oc^Uves who 
were brought befcsre them. An old 
man, who had lost^ the use of speech 
^ by api^ytic affection, being pla^ at 
tiie bar, w president exdamed, 
matter, it is not his ton^pi^ but his 
head, that we want '* 

S7 The fiupeifstdion or vanify of 
Bobespieire furnished the first pr^xt 
for a combination to shake hts power 
The membm of the different oomnut- 
tees, alfirmed fbr thdr own safety, were 
seojreBy e&deaTouruw to uodmmme Ids 
infiue&ce, when dm miaticisin of an old 
wauUm, named Caiherme Thdot, gare 
them the means of extending thw 
limhenfacna^ a laiger circle Shepi:^ 
clauned haiam the motiier of Ood aind 
annou iced ^ i^mroamngaztx^ of a 
xsffmieratihx An anciefftaBT 

D<>WiIiti«n% }Wa CMe, ^ 

I^fireguy, i^»7 jteld a04> 

la^i^lced PwiaS ^ 

9t vKo 

ff(iauaS»to4 } 

aad ftam iw sait|cgn%if n^totnl 
«!• now Atotm 

^Mtnkaged, pr fe^oed lt>1i>ebol4 

totbewektmliMU^ 

Mill Ijfcw bltd of 

add t« 4tie £»to^^tiOiyo 0 w»r 

the of T#^ri 

^ mtnu^W tfa« 
tbe dut^of lovootigKti: 

(> 'to tPpPn^ wH(di iMO ^ 
in tbo Ootty«ofi<a(t 

*d the « oofiiipkaoy oethe , 0 ieft P«li% 


of the irnmesmirable malice of the 
pnesti^ pmtly of the formidable f&ction 
which the popular axe had destr^ed I * 
It turned the bnawce mbe dension, 
but at the same tune -dmiounoed them 
as worthy of death, andthey were ac 
oordingly thrown into pnaen The 
opponents of Robespierre, in the Com 
mittee and Convention, e^erly ee^zed 
hold of tiiis ciroumstanoe to connect 
his name with the remnants of former 
superstition, and expose it to moat 
formidable of aQ assmts to France, tbe 
assault of ndicule. Robespierre strove 
to savethese fanatics, tot his ooUeagues 
witibstoOd his influ«iib irritated, he 
retired from their meetmga, fium which 
he was absent for the nibb six weeks^ 
and con&ied himself to the dub of the 
Jacobins, where his power was still pre¬ 
dominant, 

58 Naturally siiiq>U!ious, the appie 
heusions of die tyrant now increased 
to the highest degree. He had become 
not less fearfiil of his coQeagues than 
of tus enemies. Bis house was guarded 
ty a body of Jacotoia, ai*m^ with 
pistols, du^ composed of jurymen 
from the Revolutiionafiy TnbunaL He 
seldom went out unattended by this 
obnoxious band Bis triile was covered 
with letters, mwhkh to was styled the 
^^Envoy of God,” the " Hessiah,” 
the New Or^eus,"'* On every side 
his hkenesB was to be seen m marble, 

* ^^Thou who onlkhtenest the universe 
with thy wrHlaga who strikSst terror into 
lyrants and streari^ensst the faeaitscf the 

Ceopla thim^loStthewefl^wtojtlyniM 

thy principles are those of nature, thy lan- 

. - 




irthyi 
airlneor 
are 

ill be,ypirtk 


VS 

[ty of maiifeind, iitooiui cfvtoor, thou 
J F trailed Otee Befres 

tatercr Bihtiu AH 
tupmdhseri. Ito 
dto te jrou and il 
o&xr citfjeent 

m P$»M^ will 

twiw « awn l«»»r ti)>« vwtj, t£ 

des 

1), aotil ” 

to tegard^ asthe€Oraer*stQne in the 




I 




mi] 


HISTORY Of EUROPE, 


9a 


bronze, or caavass^ and below eadi, 
lines m which the Jacobinical poeta ex 
tolled him id>oTe (htto end Xnatblm. 
In the bed of Catherine tibiere woe 
founda b6tal^addre8Md to Bobespiem^ 
rnwhudihewaiiatyled ^the Son of the 
^fnreme Sein^” “the Eternal Word,” 
“the Redeemer of the Human Race/ 

“ the Heesiah designated hj the Pro 
phettt.” Old women wrote to hun m 
the strain of the Song of Simeon^ re 
joicmg they had lived to see the advent 
of the day of shlVation Children over 
the whole Repnbho were Called aftei 
hiB name, the admiration with which 
he was immmiuded approached to idol 
atry But aO ^s ej^rta, and all tht 
adulation of his satellite, could not 
dispel the terrors which bad seised his 
miud. In hiB desk, after his death, was 
fbnud a letter m ^e following tems 
” You yet live ♦ aasasein of your coun¬ 
try, stained with tht purest blood of 
France 1 wait only the time when the 
people shall strike the hour of your 
fall Should mf hope prove vam, this 
hand which now wnteti thy sentence, 
this hand which thy bewildered eye 
seeks m vam, himd Whuh prases 
thine with horror, shall pierce thee to 
the heart Eveiy day X am with thee, 
every hour my i^ftra arm is rea^ to 
cut short thy life. Yileat men t lave 
yet a few mys to be tortured by the 
fear df my tm^gOanoe ^ sleep lo dream 
of me, let my Imiw and thy he 
the fiM of ihy pumriuaeot 

Thie vary in seeing thee, 1 Shall 
exQoy tti^ but m eyes shall 

seek in tain my ayenging’mAQ 
59 Hbi partisans str6n|^ 

urged the immiediate adopti<m tim 
m<»^ tigormis meaaurea. Thc^ ear^ 
nestly pressed hm to assume me die 
tat(»^p, now ^ munkapahty 
and the maj^rdy ^ %e 

weM at his fee^ 

werenbmoreu 
fuse4 aSegmg thal 
was m the ini^tiojB% ^ 
duals intruSfed with ^ , 

straotmofoiireonsdmtta^ JfSS^b^lMas 
Qod that you eonUds to nm<wlh#r 
yoursdf die ssfsying out of yeur piOBa^ 

U ikdb 


step m the despair of nations. Founded 
as a bamer agamst tyranny, it soon be 
comes the greatest tyranny itself It 
stdrMadsytommatkage Bather let 
ihe day pansh, emd the future be pre 
served, let ihe people be misled, be 
injured, even ruined, rather than sub 
jected to himaUating guardiani^ip 

which, under pietence of saving, in fhet 
endavoi them Kations have then 
childhood, thdr maturity, their old age 
—you must watch over <he childhood, 
but not bury it Unity is necessary to 
the Bepubiio, 1 admit but it is unity 
m ins^tutions, not men, so tiM, if a 
man is out off, the unity may recvii^e in 
hia successor,* on ^e oondibon ^t 
that unity shall not be perpetuated 
long, and lhat the €rst magistrate shall 
speedilydescendtothe ranfeof a simple 
oiti^n Many men aie useful, none 
indispensable—the peo]de alone are 
xmmortaL'^ FoOed m this proposal, 
Robespierre’s fhendsunoeaein^y urged 
him to the most violent measures. 
Hennot and ihe mayor of Tari$ were 
ready to ooinmenoea massacre, a|id 

had a body of ihrea thousand young 
assassins r^y to aid ihose of 2d Sep¬ 
tember , St Just and Oouihon were to 
be relied on m tb^e Committee of Pub 
ho Salvation, the president Butnae and 
^ me-president Ooffinhal, were to be 
dep^ided on in the Revolutionary Tii 
bunaL “Strike toon and strongly/’ 
saadSt Just “ Dabs f lhat is the sole 
sdcrat of revdutionB ” The secret de 
Signs of Robespierre are clearly re- 
teated m the followim letter, written 
tohrm at this pemod by Payan, then 
mayor oS Tms, and entirely devoted 
to nia mteresta “ change of ail 
oiheie most eiieeniM to augment 
the pbwiirei dr the 

AR our an^tcrxl^ is useless, itisaljOik^ 




Vi Igctt ^sst mort Vfve feRcd^*' 2^ 
aatte^atoMyofttdty iwpQwet a^rbn* 

all gOTemnieiita nUKoaieittcai or oaBioenM^ 

iki imm amu 

ivmiiR 


votuttonaiy 
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the refmctoxy deputw^ obtcuu great 
victojdes m the latmior—bnng forward 
a repoi't wiudi maj atnke at once 
ngfunet all the diecwoted Pass aala 
tSiy decreea to reatmin the journals, 
tezider all the public foucti^aries re 
sponsible to you alone, let them be in 
cessautly occupied m onxtralieing pub 
}ic opinion hitherto your elf^Hie hare 
been oondned to the centraljcaag of 
the physical goyemment 1 repeat it 
you require a vast report, which may 
embrace at once aU the oon^iratora. 
Blend them altogethetr-^the Bontoa 
ists, the Eoyaljusts, the Orldauisti^ the 
H<^rtist8, the L^yettut^ 
donists Commence the work 
They had already mailed out TaUien, 
Bourdon de lOane, Ihunot, 
Ldoomtrey^anis, Moneatier, Ldgeudre^ 
Frdrou, ij^rras, and Cambon, as the 
hi!ut Tictims But the ooxiBpirataas had 
no armed force at their oommand the 
olub of the Jaoobme, wbooh thpy wield 
ed at pleasure, was only powertol troxa 
its weight on public oj^mon, ths com¬ 
mittees of goTenunent wore iSl arrayed 
on Uie other side BobcBpiene, there¬ 
fore, was compelled to commence the 
attack in the Conrention he expected 
to sway them by the terror of his voice, j 
or if, contrary to all former precedent, 
they held out, hm reliance was on title 
mumcipal%, and an msurmcticm of 
the peopfe, similar to that i^bich had 
been so Bucoessfol on tho Slet Hay 
By their sad be hoped to effect the pro 
scnptjon of bJts opponents m Uie Com 
znittee oS, Pub|io WTAtmn, and ihexr 
asftooiates zn the Hotmtam, as he had 
fcnneidy done tbat of Chrondiste, 
and &t the Cmomisason of Twelve, and 
measures were in preparatioii at ^ 
Hotel de Tilley for canying these in 
Mentions mto effeph* , % 

w. 

up repo)^ make salStSvy s^«ldGB,e, shd 
let tbe Cotm&IUee of FubUs^kibiy 
more conOdenm more m^portanba and acre 
auihonty Augment^ augment the weight 
9t the eoQtnU pawex to wiable it to mail 
with esse aiU me csBmimm. 
net select a in,6mo|nsiW arnatt^ far de* 
atroying alloo>niiiii|Bi>**'^ATAit toBois^ 


60 In a meeting of the Jacobins, heJd 
on ihe 3d Thwmidor {2^1st July), he 
prepared the nunds of ^e audience for 
a revolt against the Convention The 
Assembly/ said he, “laboui mg under 

gangrene of oorruption, and unable 
to throw off its impurities^ is incapable 
of saving the Bepublic bo^wiUpensh, 
the proscription of the patriots is the 
order of the day For myself, I have 
one foot in the grave, m a few days 1 
shall pl)ace the other in it the result 
is m hands ol Frovidenca You see 
between what shoals we are compelled 
to steer, but we ahaQ aveud ah^wreck. 
Generally speaku^, the Cottvezadion is 
pure it is above fear as above uniuft 
It has nothing m oommon with a knot 
of conspirators For my own part, hap 
pen what may, I declare to the counter 
1 evolutLomat^whoseektheirown safety 
in the rum of their country, that, de 
spito all mtrigaes dmeeted against me, 
I wiU oontmuc to unmask ilw irmtorB, 
and to succour the of^uessed’* The 
Jacobins were by these and similar ad 
drosaes prepeued for a revolutionary 
movement, battheaec^toftheinaur^ 
reotion, winch was fixed for the 9th 
Thenmdor, was confided only to Hen 
not and the mayor of Pans. 

61 The leadc re of ^ Conven^on and 
of the committees, on their side, were 
not idle The immjediate piessure of 
danger had united aU parties against 
Bobespierre He made no secret, in the 
popiilw Bpexety, of Jhis resolution to 
decunate the Conventioa. At leaving 
one of the meetmga v^iere his designs 
had been upe^ expressech Bar&re ex 
elaamed, ^'Thet Bobespieire is insati 
able, l^mvm we won’t do everything 
he wndijes, he ihreateus to break with 
ua tf he speaks of Thunot, Gufih>i, 
BOvhre, and aU Ike party of 3^ 

Ueo, Fanui Gsrtaot, BubuoT Cnuwf, Vadier 
Javolgnea, TouohB, sadMfgseBsyle 

liiSiQ be amstsd that the Oonveutton may 
be fifeed frma the Opprassion under vkich 

theyfaolditi AdvieorewnlscfiWedtothe 
botue ddeess who shall arrest these enemies 
fhe mine seen who overthrew 
and the of Brissot, wiU 

destroy aU these scoundsela vrUo by bh 
prisoainir some o^ cue best patriots, have 
anted mors than £«ufa lp?z. Mdi^ 

pAa faotaynm ihifaisi Partmm- 
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understand him» even should he de¬ 
mand TaUieu, Bourdon de 1 Oiee^ 
gendro, Pr^wn* we may consent in good 
tiino, but to ask Duval, Audoin^ Leo 
nard Bourdoot Yadier, Vouland, ia out 
of the question. To proscribe members 
of the Oomtnittee of General Safety, is 
to put the poniard to all our throats 
Impressed with these feelings, they le 
solved to stand on tneir guard, though 
they did not aa yet ventee to com 
mence an attack on Robespierre, whobe 
name was temhte, and his induence still 
«o muiidi the object of dread They were 
indie^tige^le m their endeavours to dia 
credit wn with the public, and held 
meetings, every night to concert mea¬ 
sures for their common defence These 
meetup Were held sometimes at the 
bouse of sometimes at those of 

Tallieu, Revere, Bouidou de I'Oise, or 
other persona ^reatened. The extva 
ordinary, the profound mystery m which 
the proceedings of Robespierre were 
kept, the scaffold ready to out them off, 
gave these meetings all the character of 
a dark conspiracy Robespierre had in- 
fonnotion that a consjaracy was hatch 
mg agamst hia authority, mA the police 
furnished him daily wiih notes on the 
proceedings of the conspirators , hut 
with such circumspection did they act, 
that no distinct clue to their deigns 
was obtoihed. Tallien was the leadei 
of the party—an mtrepid man and on 
old supporter of tiie fevoZutionarv iy 
ranny, but who had been awakened 
during his sanguinary mission to Bor 
deaux, to better feelmgs, by the influ 
ence of his beautiful mtstress already 
mentioned, afberwaids well known aa 
Madame Tallien, of extraonJinary at- 
tracrbiona, and more than mascnlme 
ffnnness d charact^ 

d2 Meanwhile the leaders of th^ op 
posite paxticn^ who now divided equally 
the committ^ and the Conventloii, 
were diverging ffom each other as mhoh 
m the meibureB which were aeveraUf 
advocated, as m the prepamtions 

mak^ fbr mutuid Ab 

lenated from his colXeagues m w com 
nnttees, disgusted wiih the unrvmal 
turpitude end oemiption which 

gQvemxnesit was surrounded* and seri 
ously alanned at the growmg mflueooe 


of public opmion, which daily called 
loudlv few a stop to the carnage, liob^ 
pierre began at length to see the neces 
sity of arresting the terrible effbaipn ot 
blood, which h^ doubled in Paris since 
he bad ceased to attend the Committee 
of Public Sol'ptioai. He meditated the 
destructimi of Oollot d Heiboia, £ar^, 
and Billaud Tarennes, as well aa nearly 
all the members of ^ Committee of 
General Safety He was at length 
awakened to the hopelessness of going 
on destioying till every Rojalist, in 
tnguer, D^tonist, oi guilty function 
ary^ was no mofe, he became alive to 
the dreadful natmre of the system oi 
government when at had ceased to bo 
immediately directed by himself, and 
threatened a dangerous reaction. His 
private letters to hts brother, dunng 
the BIX weeks which preceded his fa|]^ 
deplored the syst^ which was goii:^ 
foiward; and its fatal effect m alienate 
lag, by the horror it excited, the Sup 
porters of the Revolution He was ed 
dcHu, between the 15th June and the 
24th July, to be seen at the Convention 
but his speeches at Hie Jacobm club 
kmdly comemned the cruel measures of 
the committees, piofesaed a dispositiou 
to return at la^ to a more moderate 
system of ^vernment, and openly an 
nounoed t^ necessity oi destroying 
the tyrants who were oppressing uano 
omao throughout Fiance* Ho hod 

* This appears more particularly in the de 
bote at the Jooatm on llth July (23 Mesei 
dor) 1794^ of whieh a very impenoct report 
is presfirved. Robespierre then said i The 
oiaect of the speaker is to stop ^ efheton 
Mnoa Reed skid ertou Iho sole dadre 

oo the pontrary ot Hie authors of these con 
misad^ is to all patriots, md abo\e all 

to destroy the Conv^tion emoo tho Com 
Inittee boa indicated the views Irom which it 
muse be clesnsed Who have unremittiu^y 
pointed oat the errors of dime aud defenood 
the betrayed patriote? Is it not the members 
ot the Gommittee * Those who demand jus¬ 
tice can be obiects of terror to the duets of 
the factions abuo and those who wish to 
destroy the membors of the Coihiaittee in 
puolio opidon can only dedgn to serve the 
prtsleots oi the tyrants lutcreated In the foil 
of a ootoialitee which dcnouuoes, aud will 
speodi^ annihilate than * -/o«r»<c2d<iaJfoa- 
tUffM, ^Keisidori 1794 No 77, v^ v p 25 

Ni^leon wasof opuuon that the ehoRusier 
of Robespierre had been too severely handled 
by eabe^eutwritoxs ' He was of ot^n 
* sc^ lAs Gosei^ that Robespierre had 
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even gone so ae to &sme a ]mjui^> 
to be forajied After he had destro^rod me 
e&emiee m the e<mmitteefl Hermann 
itfaa to be intrtuitMlmth tlui hdme ad 
ministratiou, Pe^an and Julien tn& 
pubhomstodion, BuehotorFouro^e 
^ith foreign afiatti, d Albarade with 
the manue, and Hennot was to be 
mayor of Pans 

63 Dunng Robespietre's teoassion 
from theCommittee of PnbUcSalyation, 
bowerer, that temble body had lost 
none of its fearful and bloodthirsty 
energy The dsuly executiotii in Ihe 
capi w had doubled, and howsometees 
rose as high as ordighty in a. 

day, and on the 6th Thermitoi ttuee 


days before the fall of Robespierre, the 
ComndUee of Pubho Salvation, 
judge more ^uieUy the enemies of the 
pec^, in detcmtion over the whole Re 
piUio/' hsd agreed to adeoree appoint* 
ingfour popmav oommuBione, to try 
wildiout the whole pHsonm in 
the different jails in the departinent&* 
The name of Hobeapiene is mit affixed 
to this resolation, bat it was entirely 
m conformity with apian whidi Payan, 
his intimate fhend, imposed to him, m 
order to dispose of etae tUoiitand ^ 
»tmr$ at Orimge, who were eummaniy 
judged hr a commamon sent down from 
Fa^ which destroyed them with uu 
heard-of rapidity t And from amanu 


neither talent Qor force ntr system that 
he vras the jSceohtliea who 

WAS aaorifleed the moment twho atjove to 
arrest it in its course^ihe ftte of all those 
who beihre fahaself had of^fsged in the at* 
^teinpt, hubthat he wasbynomeoasthemdn 
8t<n thatwns comtnoxUvpeUeved ’ BcbM 
piem ^ said he. w«a at last desiroas to tt$p 
th^fmhUemiet^pni He had ftht been at fas 
<x>mbuttees for Six weeks b^bre his ihlL sod 
in ^letteif to his brother who was attach 
od to the army at Nice—tetters wh^ 1 my 
self aaW-*he d^iUm4 thu otrocUiw icen 
poOw fmoard, aa^ 'mining the Rew^uhon by 
the pity which they excited. Caniboo^rhA 
who IS to be regard^ as an authority for that 
opoch said to xna in relation to the oondem 
nation of Kobespiure ^8ixe, that Was a case 
in which judgment was mnounoed without 
hearing ^ aocusod ( tin prot^hs Jog^ nuds 
non piiud^ 0 ToU may add to that, that his 
mtentionB were didhrent from what is gene 
raliy Supposed^ EeMd a plan, after haring 
ormarnm the fUrknia frw^ions whom h» 
reqtnred to eombaS, to have retained to a 
syiMAm oford^Attdlnod^^ Schhe 
UmB befttta lift ftit * tadd ChmhaaMs. ^ he 

pronounced Wwoem ^ that wuh^ M 

of the mskrt beauties ftWMuotptt^ted 

a^sU traced 

have* &x e<Humae]^, beenloat 

I^W^oneshwi^r^ested 
I at S8 Veaudet 

fti /ftufwxH tu la mUagne t 
harmftof^U fiarthe also Stren 
uouw a^ipMpts the Wdne opinion main 
tahlhip ttm Itobe ro ^ o was cut off Just at 

the Was preparing to return 

^ A ayjjem of humonity and hwnefiemm 
WhMtUShyouof Robespierrhf^ Ssm^hme 
teVssseurat Brosads, ia^ Old ag^ ; 

« ^Motm 
h sa^Wded 



I answered 
^ftl^naine, His all I 
tahiWM nnder a cloud 






haringmlmuiderstood Robespierre sad taken 
a cltisen for a tyrant "'^Iavasssub, Iv 11(\ 
ill If this bo true U only augments the 
we^ht of the moral lesson to be derived from 
their lustory--^that even by such men, are 
turn to order and Justice was&nind to bo lu 
dispensable but that even to them the at 
tempt at such a return was fated ^liswan 
TzWs, det GiTmdtne viii S 4 l 
* ^ Hie Committoes of Public Safety and of 
Oenaal Beeurity decree-^ 

I InJhieedayscltlsenASf^ 
edtoiblmtho dhtfios of the ftur populw com 
niisslmis created the demo of tbs Uth 
yentose 

s TboyahallutinjudiffimentuponAUthosa 
anested ih the prisons the dopsartiBents 
" Z Thrir sitliugs ^isil be at K^a 
' 4 Iho iudgmentsof idiesS oommlselous 
shall he reused by rive Committees of Public 
Sai^ and Genosl 6ecar% 

5 A disfriOt eoihpriringaeTetal depart* 
mmim sw be asidgned td buh oonualsrioxu 

dBerboia Cotfriuux R HLhdet jBaint 

Juet, BUlaud Tarsh^^ vadkmdr Vsdter, 
Amar If PJn^miUawv, 

■|i^i^y.4h 395 

Appoint a BeviHt^aohdry TnbviM to sit at 
OrsAge. ftmeMrpcBe<|iiM^griieaati 
revolurioniftsOQm ^ Vauduso 

and ihp tie % To c<^ 

umS^ andsik 
i ijHi &mliW mrided into 
twosh<irisM* Clftmtildmuipouievolu 

iwna 
This 
e p4 the 
b) 

mile have 

maryWbuhAl 
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scnptnotemhiftownluuidwntisg, foujid 
among Eobespierre b papers Mw his 
death, there la one wmoh openly an 
nounces the intostion of cntti^ off the 
whole cuddle dasaea, and for that pur 
ancing against them the lower * 
er, Amar, Yooland, and the other 
members of the Committee of Qeimral 
^kifetiJV Tied with Collot d'Herbois and 
BiUam Yarennes m that Pubho Sal 
Tataon, m measures of extennmation 
So familiar had the work of deatrucUon 
become^ that xt had grown mtoasubjeot 
of memmentk is well, the crop 

IS lazge^ the baskets will be filled,” said 
one, w1^ mOJX^ a long hat ^*for exe 
oution ” ** t eould not hdp lang^ng 
at the figure these wretdiea cut on the 
acaffold,' exdaimed another ** 1 often 
go to see the executions,” said a third. 

come to morrow, thei'e will be a grand 
display ” In effect, the memberaof the 
oommItteeB sometim^ went to contem 
plate the last momentB of their vtctsma 
ik^m some of the neighbouring wm 
down 

64 At length, on the Sth Thermidor 
^26th July), the contest began in the 
National Convention. The (hsoourse of 
Bobespierre, which he had composed 
the day before in the sohtudes of the 
forest of Iklontmorenci, under the lu 
apiratiou of the gemus of Rousseau, was 
<^k and enigmatical, but earnest and 
eloquent He wore the dress m which 
he had appeared at the fSte of the Su 
preme Being on the 7tb June. ” Citi 
^ens, said he, “ let otliexB lay before 
you flattering pictures, I wdl uuTeil the 
leal truth 1 come not to increase ter- 
lors spiead abroad by perfidy, I come 
to defend your outraged authority, and 
TKdated mdependencS I will ali^ de- 

* One will is requisite^-ons al<m« Our 
mfcorn*vl d&ngm tpnnff /rvf» tS« bo^rg*cit 
clau-^i w\ui Ikmmoa ike ptopU The sans 
ciUnttes must he paid and kept in the towns. 
TAry muH 6€ irtlA armi and show 

that th€ iMurredwi ipreadi flrozn one to da 
other on the same principle WnUrt mult 
6« prescribed oi iht mosi dangtroiu enemies ^ 
iketr ecmtrv, and, above all guilty denaiui 
and adminfstrators must be punished If 
these deimtiea are sent theBepubhcislost 
—JiTote Imie de la fRcin de Botemerre I>euz 
xfi aas Poffun tnuvii cha Botes 
jnerri; fi $6, ii 10 

VOL, IW. 


feud myBSlf Too will not be taken by 
surprise, for you have notlung in com 
men wi^ the tyrants who attack me 
The cries of oppressed innocence will 
not offend your ears, their cause cannot 
be alien to you. Tyrants seek to de 
aUoy ^e cause of fiwedom by giving 
it t^ name of tyranny, patni^ reply 
only the force of Think not 

I am here to prelisr aocosatioAB, 1 am 
coming to discharge duty—to unfold 
the hideoua plota which tlmeaten the 
rtunofiheBepuUie. Wehavenotbeen 
too severe, i call to witness tike Re 
public, wluoh yet breathes—^the Con 
vention, surrouiKlqd by the respect of 
the people— ih» patriotic who groan in 
the dungeons which wretches have 
opened for them It is not we who 
have plunged l^e patriots into pzisons, 
it IS the monsters whom we have ac¬ 
cused. It IB not we who, foxgetting the 
enmesof the an8tocraey,and protecting^ 
the traitors, have declared war agamet 
peaceable oitiusens, and erected into 
enmes things mdxfferent, to find guilty 
peraons ererywhere, and render tiie 
Revolution temble even to the people, 
it IS the monsters whom we have to 
accuse. 

“They call me a'ijpunt If I were 
so, they would atrmy feet 1 should 
have gorged tiiiem with gold, assured 
them of impunity to their crimes, and 
they w ould have worshii^ied me Hod 
1 been so, the kings whom we have con 
quered would have been my most cor¬ 
dial supporters It is by the aid of 
Bcoundrels you amve at imranny Whi 
thei tend those who combat theml To 
the tomb and immortality 1 Who is the 
tyrant that protects me f What vi the 
motion to which I belong f It is yoor^ 
sdlvesi What 18 the party which, since 
tilie oommenoement of the Revolutioxi^ 
has crushed all othei foctions^has im 
mhilat^ so many specious traitors t It 
IS yourselves, it is tlie people, it xs the 
force of prmoiples! This ul the party to 
which I am dieted, and against whi^ 
crime is everywhere leagued X am 
ready to lay down ifiy life without re 
grei I have acNi tike past^ X foresee 
the future What forCr of country 
woiddwiahtokvewhenhe canh^Wger 
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Kucoour oppi^aaad xanooenceT Why xmttdoagBiiuit that of Public Salvskol), 
should ho daiiue bo rem^ an klu urder ovoza some znambars of this latter have 
of ihm^ Inhere anhague ot^aa^y tzi been u^botad , azul the coalition thus 
um^das over truth ^ where justioe is fanned seeks to ruiatheoouutry What 
dflemed aa mposture, where the vdeet is the remedy for the evilf To putush 
paoeabOnsy Ihs laotost ndioulous foarsi M the taraitoiB, to purge the com^ttees 
every hearty instead of ike sacred au of thetr unworthy memb^, to place 
temtsof human^l Who can beanthe iheOommittae of Qeneral Ssfotj t^er 
punishment of eeeukg that homble euo^ the control of that <}£ PuMic Salvation , 
iifeaaionoftrsators more or leas dblfulia to eatabheh the unity of gov^ment 
conoealmg their hideous vices uoderthe under the au&pioes of the Convention, 
mask of virtue and who will leave to and ikaa to crush fookon under the 
posterity the dilQEloillt task of detemun- wei^ of the uatioBsl represenintian, 
mg which was the xnosi alauoious ? In nndrsiae on xts rums the power of jus 
contemplating the nHiltitu<fo of vices tzee and foeedoim*' 
which the Revclutioa has let loose pell 6^ This spe^ w«s received with 

moll with the mvic virtues^. I own 1 breSthleas attcsittmi , not a sound was 
somttimea four I shall be sulhedinthe heard during itS(Miv«H7j notawhisper 
eyes of postwity by ^enr calummeBi of apj^use followed its close At the 
But I am consoled by the reflection pn^osal that it should be |amtedi 
that^ if 1 have seen m histoiy all the flzst aymptmos of resisteoioe began 
defenders of hberty overwhelmed by oa Bourd^ m I'Oise opposed its pubUca 
*^lumny, I have eeen then opintssoradle U^n,but,Barkmimim>g8upport^i^4h6 
also The good hud the bad dis^pear Coaventxon, foarful of committing xteelf 
idike from me eaiih, but m my diffiw openly with xts enemies^ agreed to the 
eat cozxditions. No^Chaumettel'Beeth proposal The members of the Commit 
IS wi m eterael sle^r^Citiseia^ efiSme tee of General Safety, seeing the majority 
from ike tonodis thi^ tnaaom engraveh wavering, deemed it now necessary to 
by sacrilegious hands, wluoh throws a take decisive steps, It is no longey 
funereal pall over nature, which di»* said Cambon, ** for dissembling 

courages oppressed mnoccnce write one man paralyses the Assembly, and 
rather, * Death is the commencement of that man is Robespierre "—“ We must 
immortality r I leave to the oppressors pull the mask ofit any countenance on 
of the people % temUe legacy, which which it is placed/ said Billaud Va- 
ivell becomes eituaiaon in which I rennes, ** I would rather that my cur 
am plaoed it is th^ awful truth, * Thou case served for a throne to the tyrant, 
shadt die r than lender myself by my silence the 

« We ao lunger tread on roses, we accomplice of his crimes ”—*** It is not 
a^ mfueshing on a volcano For six enough/ smd Vadier, for him to be a 
weeks 1 Mve been tsdneed to a le^tate of tyrant, he aims fortber, like a second 
llKi^tenoe m the Committee of Fubho Mahomet, at being proclaimed the en 
^Vatmu , dunng that tune has lacitoi voy of GoA" Frdron proposed to throw 
h^ better resiramed, or the counhiy off the hated yoke of Ihe committees 
moxV hatoy I Representatives of me The moment is at last arrived,’ said 
pac^e, tile time has aivrived when you h^ “ to revive the liberty eff opinion 
shoaldnawifoe the attitude wtdidi befits I propose that the AsstiSnbly shall re 
ydu, you are not i^oed hei^ to be go- vanm the decree which pmmtted tho 
veiti^ Ikii to govern the depositaries ariM of the representatives of ihe ]^o 
of yoUr ernkfidence Let it 1 m spoken pfo, who can debate with foeedem when 
outktouce acoiMpirscyemstsagtlaist mpmoumentishangingoverluahead^’* 
the public firecdom, ft wUrHjgwfiwnCi a Some applause foUowea this proposal, 
ontninal mtetos in noCCm of tJto but Robespierre Was felt to be too 
Conventton, theifotiSil^moo&duoted powerful to be ovcrthroWnbFiiie Con 
membtrs ci ^omautfoe Cf veatxoa, unladed by the >conttmttee» 
ifimwel Sslsty, enemies thoRe tbis extreme measujce th«?efoi?e wae re- 
jpahwhaVe contnvedto Army thatCom jected, audtheAssesijlldy 
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With r07«BrfiQgthedecreewlMfih’O*'detfed 
the pubbeota.^ of bus eddiess, and eeflt 
it to the eoxomitteea for examma^oiu 
** Had BebeapJerre^" eaid ** ibr 

the last four dtoedeB attended the eOta^ 
imttee, or attisnded to its operatiobB, 
he would hare suif^refiSedhis addreas 
You must beniah mm your ^otighte 
the word In the eud Bobes- 

pieite rekred, aunhised at the resist* 
anoe he had expeneneed, but Still eon 
hdent of euoom on the following day, 
fbom the contemplated maumckoiL of 
the JaOcteits ani of km municipabty, 
and the unbounded mfluenoe which he 
had long ex^oyed with the people 
96 In the evemng he repatrra to the 
popular society, whert he was reoerted 
with eruihueiiam Henriot^ Dumas, Cof 
flnhal and hia othoi satellitei^ «ur- 
rounded him, and declared themselveB 
ready for a^on Afoer reading the 
spee^ he had delrrsred m the Ocmren 
tioa, Robespierre said, “That speech is 
my last testament I see how it is kie 
league against me as so powufiil kiat I 
cannot hope to escape it I die with 
out regret 1 bequeath to you my 
memory You wiH defend it"—" No, 
you shall liYe, or we die toge¬ 
ther/’ exclaamed kie peo]^e £tom kie 
gallenes ** No/* he replied, X have 
read to you my testament, my deaki- 
bed testament* Upon kiese w<»ds, pro¬ 
nounced m a sokmn »S3A mournful 
tone, sobs were heandfo ab parts ofihe 
hall Goffinhal, Dupky, Ps;^, Buona 
rotk, Lebaa^ Daria, rose at once emd 
ecm 3 ured him not to despau*, but to save 
them, ths oounky, and himakf ^ I 
know/* smd Henr^ the road to the 
Oonrention, and I am ready to tafcs it 
again”—** Qo,” said Eebes^n^, **so 
parate the wi^ed feom the weak, 4e- 
iirer the Assembly from the wretdhes 
who enthrfi it, render it the seirioe 
which it expeofe from you, as you 
oatheSlstMaya&dtheSdJuno Itlarchf 
you may yet save liberty I** After de- 
Bcnbmg the attacks darseted agshst 
hiB person, he added, ifne^ 

eessary, to drink kie onp of Socrates” 
^Robe^iecr&'exclfuknedDayid, ”la)p3i 
ready to drmk it with you the enemies 
of Bobe^errs thoseof the eouutiy, 

let kiem benatnedr and they drtli cease 


to exist” * Coutlion then proposed kie 
Immediate rapuhaon of all the memben 
of kieOoQTdtitioii: whwhadYoted agamst 
thepnntmgof Bobesfttami'sapeetm, mS. 

wore mstaarky, in^udiug CoUot 
dHeafooie and Billaud Varenuet, forci 
bly-turned m thtinidst of mingled 
h&ees md menaces 2>un3ig all the 
n^t, Robespierre made arrangements 
^ the disposal of bsa parkaans on the 
Mlowing day ^eir point of rendea 
Yous were dxed at the Hotel de Yille, 
where they w^ to be mVeadmess to 
receive his orders from the National 
Ooavenkon 

67 The two oommiitees, on their 
Side, were not idle Duiang the whole 
night they sat xn dehberakon It was 
Mt by evety one kmt a oombinakon of 
all parties was requited to idtake the 
redoubted power of Robespierre All 
their efflbrts^ according, were directed 
to this objeok St Just oontmued firm 
to hxs leader, but, by luitemitkng ex 
erkons, the Jatobins of the Mountain 
auoceeded m forming a ooabkon with 
the leaders of the Flam and oftheRight. 
TaUmn, who was kie life of the conspi 
racy, was stimulated to exertion by the 
danger of fiih^resa da Fcutmay, vdio 
was m prfeon, end kireateued wiki in- 
staai death if the power of Robespierre 
was not immadnSiely destroyed. She 
bad oontrived, by bribing mo jailers, 
to send a note written with blood to 
him, which was secretly put into his 
hand m tlu skwet^ ly A fexen^ 
ataoky dasvcpesMd, whhdt announced 
hartxwfiwmopueQeedingday f This 
intrtbi^ea sknmafod h» cSort^ imd 
he WiB ha his endeavours 

to brtkg abonh^wrtquisite ooalitum of 

* tkYlAvnmchtobkwedihadin^ 
j^eStbTbemtdfi&hsIsdsaidthk * Kotss- 

e to ctned out that tt only remauM for 
fedifokthebemle^ iNddtobjiini/I 
shall dni^ it withyou ^^Paroles do Band 
SSauoedllOTteriDldor, 1794 yci»wiatk& 
UoHt<HfM U 98, vk V p 779 ^ . 

t Tbe officer of pc^ct has JtiSfe he 
eaiuc to asnouQice to ms tiiai to^nortnw I 
Should go up to the idbunk»thiA Isttksay 
tothesoaffold^ TlikbeaayipiCiVnwnl^^ 
to the dream 11^ ket i^st—’Bbbsu^fem 
was DO more sua the prisons were evened 
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parties. "Do not flatter yourselTea/' 
aaidTal!bAaioihe0xtoQrat% “tiiatbe 
inrdl ever you 9 TotilutTeonnsut- 

ted an tmpttrdOnable ol^oe in beiw 
flreeDMx. Let us Imiy our nunouB dT 
visions in oblrnon Tou weep fiw Ver* 
gniaad--we iRreK> fbr I^ton, let us 
unite their sham by sinking Bobee> 
plenre"* " Do you roll live f'send he 
toiheJacobinB^ "hasthe^rantsjpared 
you^usmghtt yet your names are the 
foremost on the list prosonptiQn In 
a few days he will have your heads, if 
you do not take his For two monihs 
you have shielded itf fxt>m his strokes, 
yoU may now r«^ on our support as on 
our gratitude.'’ TheOOtdDrmlongTe^ 
Slated the eneigetie^SurtsxDadel^the 
Jacobins in tb^ Contrition to bnng 
them over to a eoalitioii, but at length 
they aoqoieseed, unable, as thiw them 
selves said, to bear anyl^nger the sight 
fifty heads MLing a^ay Ilie friends 
of Denton were so exasperated at the 
death of their leader, that thoy ri^cdled 
at first all advances towazda a reOcmez 
liation, but at length, moved by the 
entreaties of the and the 
they agresd to join the oonspiracy Be 
fore d^fbreatv ell the Oonvontion had 
united fbr the oveathrow of the tyrant; 

98 Atan earJyhouroalheinorQmg 
of the fith ^ermidor (2trih July), the 
benches of the Conventmn were throng* 
^ by its members, those theHoun 
tain trere paiiiculvly remaikable for 
the een?ed Miksahddet^^ looks 
of the codltioa The leaders walked 
abbut the pasbsge^ eoWfinmim each 
other m 'tikeur resdutioa. Botdmon d» 
rOise pressed Durand JbiUaae hythe 
hand, JMktt and Tallien friUoWM his 
example—"Oh,the gesdemen of the 
miit are henest mm I*” aaid the 
latter TUlien evinoed tiiish tmdoubt 
mg confldimoe which in so often the 

* Xo del entra nos laains a aisle sort de 
RoiUe 

Etsonsshitdl^e&ddelaperts d’uu homtne 

Si ion4oHi«nmd*heasmaa quinariea 
daui ' 



Ceaeisii^U^ CiafM, Act l scene 3 


pr es ag e and cause of suooesa "Take 
your |daoe,” ssad he, entering frutn the 
lobby, where he had been WsBdpgwi’Ui 
Dormlimlkme, "Ihavecometomt* 
I ness the triumph of ftuedpm, t^even* 
I mg Bobe^iefre is no more." At neon 
flt Just mounted the tHhune Bobes 
I ^rre took his station on the bench 
direct]^ opposite, to mtuhidate his ad« 
vmanes by hia look. But he could not 
hearths {fuume of Tsllien, whose coun 
tmanoe expressed the greater detemu 
nation, and whom he with tustiCe re 
garded aia hxs moat fonnidsblo adver 
sixy Already his weakness, on the ap 
prmudi of pmonal danger, was xmmi 
fast His neSs trembl^ the colour 
fed from his lips as ha ascended to his 
seat, the hostile appearanoe the Con 
vention already gave him an anticipa 
tion hiS fate. 

69 St Just commenced the debate 
vulh a Bpeeih from the tribune " I 
belong/’ said be, “to no party, I will 
eoxabat them all The course of events 
has possibly determined that this tn 
bune ^uld be the Tarpeuin lock for 
him who now tells you that the mem 
bM of the comnuttew have strayed 
from the path of wisdom.” Upon this 
he was vkuentiy intsrrupted by Talhen, 
who took 1^ in the revolt *^Shall 
the speaker/’said be, "forever arrogate 
to himself, wiUi the tyrant of whom he 
is the satellite, the privilege of denoun 
ciQg, aoousing^and prosenbing themem 
bersof theAgSMublyf Shall he for ever 
go on amusmguBW^ imaginary penlb, 
when real and pressing dangers are be« 
fore our eyes i Afrw the enigmatical 
expresaionsof the tyrant yesterdayfrom 
ihat place, can w^ doubt what St Just 
is about to propose! You are abbut,” 
smd he," to raise the veil X will tear 
It asunder!” Loud applaasos on all 
Sides foUowed this exidamattoL “Yesf’ 
exolaimed he, “ 1 will tear it asunder 
Iwiil exhibit the dani^ In its full ex 
tent, the tyrant in m tme colours! 
It 18 the wWe OimvmiMon which he 
new proposes to destroy kle knows 
well, sizM his ever(3!uiw yesterday, 
howsrver mudb he may mutilata 
that great body, he will no longer find 
it the insWumeht bf his tyrannical de 
signs. He is resolved no sanctu 
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avyahoa]d«wtforfi^ominor{At^ agMiut BolMpiam » already written 
jpdvthe&iAiidBoftheB^blia Bebajl m your hearts. Is there one among 
in conseqtmca rsecdved to destroy you you who will declare that he is not an 
ellt yesj this day# syi la & lew oppresacwf If th^ is, let him stand 
hours. *Pwo tl^usaod aasssoigi haye wth, for him have I offended, Trem 
sworn to ez^eoute hu dengns, Ijnya^ ble^ tyrant* tremble I See with what 
last nii^t heard tiiw <wthe, snd fifty hontor freemen shruifc from your pol 
of raj colleagues heard them mft luted touchl We efiuoy your agony, 
The masaaore was to have oommeaoed but the pubko safety req,ufres it dLotild 
in the mght witii the Cooumttee no longer be prolonged I dedare^ if 
Public wzation and that of Geiamnl the Katumiu Cmivwmon hesitate to 
Safety all of whom were to have been paas the decree of aceusation, 1 will 
saonfioed^ceptafeworeaturesof the plunge this dSggec in your bosom '* 
^ant»the fidelity of the aoldurs^ who and ha drew the glittmhig steel from his 
feared the Convention, alone has pro- brMst in the midst of deafening diouts 
served them from this tembleoalaimty from the Convmition,whidh shook with 
Let us instancy take measures com the tumult, l>ariBg this impassioned 
mensovateto the magnitude the dan harangue, which was prOnounosd with 
ger, let us declare our sittings pennar the most vehement a^ion, Bobespierre 
nent till the conspiracy is broken, and sat motionlesB, but deadly pale. The 
its chiefe azrested I have no difftoolty Convention, mmdat a violent tumult, 
m naming them, 1 have fofiowed their declared its sittings peimanent till iHi^ 
steps their bloody conspiracy sword the law had secured the Be 

I name Lumas, the atrocious Pmaidtaut volutton, and decreed the arrest of Hen 
of the Bevolutionary Tribunal, I name not, Dumas, and other asaociates of 
Hennot^ the infamous commands: of the tyrant, and numeroua measures of 
the national guard.” preosuitkm were suggested. 

70 Here BillaudTarennes interrupt* 71 lUibetpieiro tried m vain, durmg 
ed the orator, and gave some fuller de- the tumult whiohfdllGwed this address, 
tails on the conspiracy which had beoi to obtoia a heanng The president, 
matured in the Society of the Jacobins, Thimo^ whom he mi often threatened 
and denonnoed Bobespierre as its chief withdea^oonsba&tlydrowiiedhisvoice 
“Yesterday/^ said he, “ at the Jaoobzna bf ringhig hu belL la vain he looked 
were severm base apostates, hardly one forsupportmnoog the former sateUites 
of them had ticket of admisaion, Imt of his power, all, frozen with terror, 
they fully developed the plan mas shrank from lusgasa “4basle1yran!' 
sacrmg the Convention Therelheard resounded from all sides of the hall, 
the mostmfamouasalheaventedagaaiBt Biur^ tfa^ m the name of the Com- 
the men who have never deviated from mitl^nf PuhlfeSalvatmn,^^ehdedt^ 
the Bevolutton 1 see on tim Sibuntsm an offiow of the Allies^ mm prisoner 

there,someoftbemenwbomenaDedthe « late aothm m Be^um» had aaid, 
nafronalr^resenta'tion^Atthesewor^ '^^A&ynursucoesseswm not avail you, 

acryarosj^<$eimhim< seizehun!’* WS are;aotthal6M wesfa^ 

mid the individutd alluded to was drag* oonolnde n peace with a 
gedfromhms6ai,andlntriedoutamtd|it 

lottdappUmse. *^1!he Assembly wApe^ amh' Sw government ommot 
ish,"heoonchided,^‘if ftshowsthele^ oeal thaf the moment of deul^hm^r 
sigmi of weaknesa^'—** We shall never rived. The oommiitaes idMked, 
perish!” exdairnedthemendM^ ^emritombemiuwcoveredwfth'oalu^ 

m a trenmrtc^enriiumskm from their nfee» the conapimtora w<^dd freftroy 
seats. Tiulmimnnad “Canthetebe whstOyaifmfrlUgeopeo^ 
acgr doubt now abodt the reahty of Ihe m the country;*SnddeUouhee members 
compiracyfhaveyoucop^ueredMmany on Whose pemotatti you ^ fiow to 
tyrants to crouriibwearii the yoke prononocn^ On hfe rntrifen^bMa^Con 

oftbemostiifrioridnsof tbemafl*^ Isee ventipn decreed, by aoiteariiion, that 
smongyoaancwCkcmwaU. Thecharge sllradts m the natioc^ gmud ri)oVe 
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that of chief of a kgiea ekovUd be sup¬ 
pressed, that isach oomraaadet of a le- 
gloQ fihouM oofflynayd ba» turc, aad 
thst the m»jot axui 9am:L<»pal^ g£ 
Paj^ should answer with th^ heeda 
fcWwesecuHtyof theOm^eBtion This 
decree was lorded at Hemaot But Tel 
lieu, who perceived that, auudst theee 
multiAunous proposals, iiA Soam object 
of dflstroyiui^ RobespMTo was hicelj to 
be forgottea, ressmed his ^hce In the 
tribute " Let ua ttuuh Cu3j of the 
i^aut you have not a oaoumt to lose, 
he is every hour coUechug hisstreaigth. 
Why accumulate chargee, when his coa-^ 
dp^ IS engraven on eve^ heart f Let 
him^pmsh by ^ am he has inTented 
to destroy others* To what accused dkL 
he ever give the nght of speakiiig m his 
defence i Let us say wim the Junes 
of the Rovolutionsty Tnbonal, ‘ Our 
nainds have long hsm made up.’ If 
you declare him Aorr U$ l<n, can he com 
plain who has put 2a lot uiua 
teuUis of France I Let there be no tor- 
xnaUtiea with the aoonsed, you caanot 
too much abridge their puwhmeni, he 
has told you so himself a hundred times 
Let us striha him in the bosom of Ihe 
Assemtdy, let hia aesoomtes peir^adi with 
hm on we b^mhof theRevolutioiiary 
Tnbunab in the club Of the Jaoobms, at 
the head of thetmtoroiism^mic^^ 
n «W«reI/’«oatimwdT^alt«D,«to 
recount the acts of xndtvxdniil oppres* 
sum of has beau { 

would saythal^ dhizisgttke tfnnwhen 
Bobespiexrs was ^ds^siged with the go- 
nerai polida, thef luwa aS been sou 
nutted, and ttot ttm pateote of the 
Bey^u^acmtiT ^lomhiitlee of thn See<> 
laodoflin^t^lehtPl^ beeajairwt 
od.«4-« eruMi Eobetpwm; 

OlMWdl^^ hit TSliMu 
For l^^ted bn eager gaan 

on the most ^ 

SmoA avfvtnd thidkrei»ifcj otibwraimmd 
down the 
moticnim 

gm 'theae bsao^wa)** 

faAn« *«fc 

ttMlw QtlMaa/' MUd lleto wo dapeCteM 

wm t6e «i{|iltty «wfli yo4 gira me tin 




hbeii? of ^eech which the assassins 
iMfuse r’ A profound silence follow ed 
the demmid. ^ For the last tame, Pre 
andeoi of Assassins J” said he, tumiur^ 
to the efaJKT, wiU you allow me to 
i^eahl^ Tim ooutuxued noise drowned 
his voice ** You shall not have it but m 
your tum / and soon Never, nevex ^ 
lusougded on all s^ea 

pivwst Imguc 0];nbih &vQlle 
Parole dl Mon accenti d'lra, 

Voci ute e Coche e auou dl mwi con olio 
Fttcovano uU tnmulto il qu i o ^gira 
Serupze *n quell twia ernjia tt mpo tiat% 
Come la mnaquoiido Iturlxi^nra 

He then sank on hi^ seat, jialo and ex 
hausted, his voice, which h ui become 
a shrill scream from ^{^rtatioj and vehe¬ 
mence, at length totally faileil, foam 
issued fiom lus mouth “Wretch*’ 
exclaimed a 1 oioe from theMounUin, 
“ you are choked by Un blood ol Dim 
ton.’—“Ah* you would ayonf.f Dan 
ton,’’i^jomedKobespicrro ^ coward'^* 
why did you not defimd him i — * I 
demand surest of HobeBpierri/’ 
cnod Louthet * Agreed 1 aj,rtedl' 
tesouuded on all sides. “Citizen^/ 
exclaimed Biiland Varemitr “hbtrt} is 
about to be restored.'feiay rather, 
replied Robeepiem^ “that cnmc is 
al^ut to prevail the Repubbe is aban 
doned to brigands.' The act of eccu 
sation w as then earned amnist the most 
violent agitation. Theyioungor brothm 
of Kobespmrre had generosity to 
insist thi^ he should be ludluded in 
tibtc charge^ “ I am as culp^^ ^ 
brothef,’ said he, 1 share bis virtues, 
1 «m wdhag to simre his fate.” Lebas 
followed hxs example At length the 
two Bobe^ewres, Lebaa^ Oouthon, St 
Justy Dumas, and Henkiot^ were una 
mmously de<»eed under ai^est, and or^ 
dared to be imitt to prison, end the 
UonveBlicta broke up, m utmost 
agita i i oa y ab flee o'clock 

Xhlnw temble contest, the 
P ^c t &ftus «r Rf^besiuerre coBeot- 

. St ^V'at^raetoHiues*) ^ 

lilvHble lBdgttSgki% caSGiies<Hrwqa 
Acetiits of Wjnr, veieea dM^ 
indiluttidstQfBtkcr siM iiiatasreUdths 

MadsUpa tunadt Ihei fiw evsr wbiria 
BrndmoiwA ti^ sir vriik solid dasteepa 
sts4a*d, 

Okctcthe|andtbatintlM|vddriwh^ 

0-Awr^s pawni, A^wao, hL SS. 
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it)g at tlie hall of JacobuiB a&d ilxe 
Hotel d© Vill© They easpected tfei* ha 
vfTOUld ba viotonoufl m tha Conv^tiOB, 
aiid that the armed force \rotild cmly be 
otiUtd OB to etipport ta deoreecL Fort 
of the Batiomd guard were aedcmbled 
at the rendoTyoua, when a mew^oger 
amaed from the Oonventioii requxrmg 
the mayor to appear at the biff, and 
give «iB account of the etate of the ca¬ 
pital *^BetuiB to your aesot^atee,’ 
eoid Hennot, With his draWa eabrs in 
hi8 handj “ » nd h ly that w e are no ddi 
beration here how to puiify their ranke 
Tell Hobespierro to remain firm and 
fear nothing He is supported by ^e 
people,' I^yau hastily drew up an 
addles-^,in which tluy denounced to the 
people the oppi^essors of the most Tir 
ttious of patnots, Bobeepieire, St Just^ 
Ap(Jtitle of \iitue, and Oouthoni 
* lio^e be irt and head alone live, the 
fiune of patiiutism has consumed his 
bLuly * But akotrung news soon ar 
nved At lialf past four they received 
lilt liigcnoe of the arrest of Bobesiuen e 
aiivi hiw accomplices, which s )ou cimi 
lated wifh the rapidity of lightning 
through Pans Instantly they gave 
orders to sound the tocsin, close the 
bBiners, convoke th<. General Council, 
and assemble the Sections Tbt uo 


Hotel de ViUe, aird the most rapid 
means of eommunication were estab 
hidied between these two g!raat centrea 
of the mstitrao^oSt To excite the 
people to rtvott^ Hennot^ with a drawn 
sabre in his hand, at the head of his 
staff, ^Versed the etnsets, extdaimuigp 
^ To arms, to save the coun^!'* £i 
hia course ^kireu|^ the Faubourg St 
Antoine, he mettheiwooesuoaiof forty 
nine pfooeedmg os usual to 

eseOt^n the Crowd had stopped the 
chanotn, and loudly demended that 
they should be relesset^whieh Samson, 
the long ptaotased ezeeut&otter, endea^ 
voured to support but Hennot had 
the barbardy to m?der thmn to be led 
OB, and they all suffered. Oh his re 
turn, two deputies of ihe OmsWention 
met him m the Bus St Honors, and 
prevailed on, some horsemen to obey 
the ordJ»S of the Convention, and ar-* 
1 Set his person hewas handcuffed, and 
eondiicted to the Committee of Qeneral 
Safety About the same tune Fayan 
was Bmsed. The CdnvoitioB seemed 
triumphant, its pmeipal enemies were 
m ooti^nemeut, 

74 But the msuigentt trained th«r 
advantage between 6 and 7 o'clock, izt 
consequence of the dsipersion of the 
members of the Con^veniion and the 


bins declared their aittmgspeiuianent, 
au energetic prodamatiL^o, osilmg on 
the people to rise, was isau^ fkom the 

* The ibllowtnu arc the tenaa of this 
prodsmotioB * Brothers and the 

country is iu immizzeut danger the wicked 
have auuAered the Couventum where they 
hold ia <di«lQs the vlrtiioixs Bobeepiorr^ who 
passed tke decree se OoBaoIii^ to 
on the exisbence of God and tne immortaUty 
of the soul Oouthou, thatveueambladfiSeh 
Who has but a heart and a head allWh ss w 
rest of his body has been eopsUBied by W 
tnotisin 8t Just* that yirmoas)«l) 0 «tl^vmi> 
first oheckedtres^i in the army OTdbe mins 
and the north Lebas thebw<m^sodNigdf; 

younger ftobesplerre, so weu knotem 
hwlabourawUh the army sfltaly Andvtjbo 
are they: nisinlesi OoUot vHerbeta. ^ m 
pomedAf coovieted under eld immf^ 

having stolsu thesUweg^iox of mS webV 
phiy<tfs, Beordoa de rolsa MtAjnpmtX 
mlumniatovef tbtwimmpefi^rwftwnSj ^ 
the ready tool of every &o|^Vndch 
uigiermost one Tellksn, sud Xhd 

tfeittase IHendi of she hitemous PSiwfoitt 
armsI^To armsi bet us not loss the 
it of the iSth Augturt and me Sd 




eneigotic meftsurifi of the municipality 
Bobespmvre had been eont to ^ Lux 
embourg, wbeiW he Was iwfosed dn 

~ tfaatthedoimuue 
I fiPmSh awcdvmg: 
nor btifi fiueh OB had oom 

He was taken to the een 
irsl w^ere he pM at qm» 

reoamd ifi tnti^S|^ by dfficora of 
tim fii^aiihipQlity fhoybem^Bobea' 
pmiM hhd beau eesftto 
fOowthon to S» 

Bcoaesi^ «n4 oonaiuratoj^te 

idle of mnfL ¥h0 

wtaoi Maehm^sts to ^ 
var ibtkd. w«a wj 

Iwos^t p trthmPi *<>0 p0 U 
YS^ V^hcee^J!^ WOs i?<5W 
uteM en&msiai^ 

JNili 

of as^i»«td ^ irtil,,, 

«ev(i '*0 ke.^ 

Ultd ipiara lla C«rro^^ batjiogr 
foro«d % fpiaui of the Ci»iTeiii^ki«k 
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penetrated to the xvome of tlie Conunit* 
tee of Ckmerel Sefetj, and dekrered 
that importeat ifoeuAe^ The diotatca^ 
ehip was tkow earoeeUy pre«$ed upon 
Bobefi^ierrebjhu^enda, but hewn 
ly refueedittotheverylast *^Thepeo- 
ple/'onedCoothcmi ^^awaitonlyaword 
from you to anpthilatetheir enmxm and 
your own. FreplureatleatftnprodaIua^ 
tioUf teUuiff them what to <k^ * “In the 
naxae of worn?' replied Bobespiem. 
“ In the name of the oppressed CouTen 
tion>" rejoined St Jnet “ ReoolleOt the 
line of ^Wtonu% added Oouthon— 

Rome n eet plua dana elie est toute 

oU JO suis.'^ ^ 

“ No, no/ replied Robespierre, I wiU 
not mve the first example of the na 
tioniu representatioti being enaUred by 
a cituwn We are nothing save by the 
people, we must not supplant tbetr 
^nghts by our wishes.'*—“Then,” oned 
Couthon» “ nothing remains for us but 
to dieu”—Ton have said it,“ answered 
Robespierre leaning his heed on hu 
handle his elbows rmmg <m the eoun 
oil table. “ then, said St Just, 
' xt IS you who murder us*” During 
this duuogne, Robespierre cast his ^ea 
on a paper ou ^e table, wheie such a 
prpol^ation was drawn up. Conquer 
ed by the nnportnmty of his ^ends, 
he took UP the to l^ut afts^ 

he had written half his name, he threw 
the pawr and pen from him 

7fi The Conrentioaznei at 7 o'clock 
JnU&geaoe was gnma^tdy ^ught 
of Jlhe fearful sncoesaes of the insur 
ge^, th^ meaireoi^cmary measures, 
the kberath3>u of the Tnumvirsi the as^ 

seuddage the l^bhdde ViU«^ the eou 

VI ■ ' 

and of 
ahum, the 


In ^ midst of the 
" the tiro ooa 
officee, UP- 
,t 



mil!kefl% diirwa 
nved !a oo; 
of ttxe fpt'iai>g «| 
Irreiy of 
aHi |Jcil»ed 
Th6 ogitoittott 

t^tnUo oMlliMWeW 
ffona agnOart l^o 
^Ci^bwanv"' tU 

44un k 


mg hm face with his robOi “the hour 
Is amved to die at our posts, theeen 
spfratpfe have made themseives mas 
t^ with ah arined fcwoe, of ^ Com 
nHt^ioom of Geneiid Safety We 

are ready to dt^” exolsimedthe mem* 
ben Anuxisted by nublune resolution, 
every one spontaa^us^ vesume4 hia 
seat| and im Assembly ntundmously 
took the oatk At this moment Gou 
mUeou entered, and an^uuoed that 
Hennot hadbe^broagboipthe neigh 
bomhood ua triumph,^ wax ab^o 
head of the arme^ifipree 
gfttoB. AwlTer|eM||d<^,|^ei|l 
len through thifiMontlon. ygJhs to 


nfioous oro 
same tune 
7d In this 



jj^sUeifkat the 






and bis 


friends aotad with the fii|^i|||ieee which 
m revolutions so ofl^ proim success 
M “ Bvexythiog coxi^lres,'* saidthay, 
“ to assure the triumph of tibe 
turn and the liberty of France- hut 
revolt, Robeepimra has opened to ns 
the ocdy path which is safe with tyrants 
Thank Heaven, to deliver our oountr}, 
we need not nowawjuttheuncertain de 
cision of a tnbunaljfilkd with lus oFea* 
tures \ He has brou^t lus fate upon 
himself, let us declare him la lot 
with all his accomplices, let us include 
the rebelhous munuupab^ in the de 
qree, let^ua besiege m the centre 
of hiB power, let us instantly oOuvoke 
the ae<^oiu^ and allow fibe public her 
ror to xnanifest itself by actions Name 
a oommander of tbearmed force, there 
must be no heattataon, m such a strife, 
he who assumes the ofihnsive oozq 
mauds sucoessi” AU theMdeoreea were 
ipstantly passed Hexmot was declared 
ifiTM fa hh and Banns named to ih» 
command Fbfiron, 

SoUa^ de rOise, Rovbpe, Leonard 
Bommb ^ dstem^bped men, 
ampciated with him xa tfrs psnl 
ous duty ’JSie CoBuopu^oo of {Sibkq 
S«^r**hm,aa^ 



tlbsAcoriom^ *0 tSmnbo tihe 

dafraae of w Conyriqfwoh^ wh^fr a 

biitabab/ Butspchwaa 
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tbe tarogmee of that body, iq tbe aati 
cipation of IJiey 

retomed Tes, we 

come to Hm/Ix bar, bi^t at head 
the inatirgeat pec^sle*”—"I aaid 

TaUien, who had now tcdeea the chair, 
our fineads to artbtll^withihe armed 
force. Let not the eim set before the 
heads of iiu9 oonspiraUm have 
—'^The tnomeate are preoiouB,^' said 
BiHaud Varennea, ‘^when you are on a 
volcano, you must act Robespierre has 
just said, that befbre two ctouis had 
eh^Hwd, he would hiarch on the Con 
ventioa Shall we sleepf It is for us 
to antao^te him, and our eneimes will 
be annihilated*' Amidst loud shouts 
the commsanters of the armed foice set 
out on their perilous mission, to sum 
mon the national guard 
77 Whdeihegovemme&t was adopt 
mg these enetgetio measures, Hennot 
was harsnguihg tiie oannoaoers !n the 
Place du Cairoueol The fate of Branoe 
hung on their decision, could he have 
persuaded them to act^ the Convention 
would h&ve been destinyed before the 
tardy succotus could aitire £tom the re 
moter quarters of the capital Happily 
they ooUld not be brought to fire on ^ 
legiMSfture, and their refusid decided 
the fbrtune of the day Dispinted at 
this unwonted failure with the troops^ 
and slanned at the mem which broke 
from tiie multitude as soon as the de 
ernes of the Conytmthm were known, he 
withdrewto the Hcte^ ^Tille,the anu 
ed force followed his example, and the 
Convention, so recentiiybesie^^ within 
its waUs^ speedily because the assailing 
party Pam was sooniuthctnoatido^ 
lent state of ag^tatlen Thetoosmeum 
mooed tile bimeni to the Hotel deTdIe, 
the called thom to the Cenven 

tion, thedepUMeof tiicLegulatare,^ 
the ooimmssionera of the snddotpflut^, 
met intheseetioiii^sndstrQvUMC^^ 
mastery oftiMMannpoiiAUtl^e^ Onall 
sides tnedMople hastened^ luim, the, 
attCfits wm tmed by nmltlto^ 
mg to their difihreut ridiyittg'pd^, 

Qotmau&er ^losfortiiiitthediffSQreAt 
<!^ um a a > aecotdhig ^ the prevsiting 
opittion^t|M)riusmbers, MnletikeroR 
uig of ciioaion and ammuniticn wag> 


gons^ by torchlight, gave a fearful pres 
age ^ the cont«t that was approachiug 
79 Tbm emiasaiies of the mumupa 
Ihy first smved si the rendezvous of 
^e sections, but the national guard, 
distraoted and uncertain, hesitated to 
obey the summons of the magistrates 
They could only be brought, in the first 
mstanoe, to srad d^nttSiiona to the 
commune, to inquire mto the state of 
a£hirs Meanwhile, the news of Robes 
plane s arrest Circ^M with rapidity, 
and a ray of hope shot through tiie 
minds of numerous prosenbed mdivi 
duals who were in concealment m the 
city With trembhdg steps they issued 
frem their hiding places, and, epproach 
ing the columns of titeur fellow citusens, 
bought them to assist in dethroning 
the tyrant. The minds of many were 
already shaken, those of all in a state of 
uncertainty, when, at ten o'clock, the 
commissioners of the Convention ar 


nved with the mtellxgence of lU de 
crees, of the summons to assist it, of the 
appointment of a new commander m 
chief, and a rallying point at the Hall of 
tiieConvention Upontinstheynolonger 
hesitated, the battalions of the national 
guard from all quarters marched to 
wards the Convention, and defiled 
through the hail in the midiit of the 
most enthusiastic applause At mid 
night, above three thousand men had 
amv^ The forces, being deemed suf 
ficient, were ordered to set out. A ikw 


battahons and pieoea of artillery wcie 
left to guard the CoaTcntion, and the 
remamder of the natiohat guaxd^ undei 
&e conutund of Barras, nuuuhed at 
half past twdve-agamst the ihsorgents 
The rnghtwas dark, a feeble mafpb^t 
only rhoae through the gloom, but the 
fbrm iQuiuination of the houses sup^ 
plied a tivid hght^ which shone on the 
troops, udio ta profound silenoe, and In 
aertm masses, nucrchedfkpm ^ 
encs along tiie quays df tin 
waiA the Hem dd tire 

79 Tbfr m»d irbiS IpnA 

waofr to tite ftdltoiite to 
Haqifiot ocmiitoS^ ilneEajFM 

rwtoMA to Xtotol ^ VSle, 

Birif i^idiad ioto d! <ttu» 

^ oolttmaBwIiildk aMreb 
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«d ioW the towards the Flaee Doee be suppose we e>e cauctilbale^ to 
de Qvhv# Evcsy one held bie breal^ feed on hvtmm fteeh, tupd dmk himum 
es they imesed, the ratense isUreet of blood f He has dbae nothing for ^ we 
life or death tlfhoeti^oked respWKtiOB wjU do nothing f&r him.* Suoh was <he 
But m more dietAnt quarters the agita* hmguc^ of the populace m the moat 
tiou was more open, and a con^aed revdtmouary quarter of Fane ^e 
sound, like the roHing of distant thnaxr fever of innovation had exhausted it 
der, was beard m aU parts of the cvty oelf, even the lowest of the people were 
By degrees the tumcilt became so vio h<»ror straek with the rulers they had 
lent that at length the sound reacdiad chosen for themsehria 
the pnsoQs The unhappy mmstss cf 81 At mi^ight the romour began 
the glotnny wlls pat iheir ears to the loudly to spread through the ranks of 
bars ^ the winded hstened to eveay the inmugenta, that iha mumoipahiy 
sound, and yet trembled lest the agita- had been deolarod hor$ ta Im, that the 
tio^ishouldbetheitfelndAtoagaQ^ secUomt had joined the Convention, 
massacre d the oaptivee Soon, how and that tkw ^ivoea wm advancing 
ever, the downoastlopke the jailers, against the insurgents To obviate its 
words wlnspered to tiae ^uintza of Uie xmpreejdon, Payan read tdoud m the 
hats, and the ooiiafcer&atton of these Council room the decree of the Con 
wretohi^, awoke h^pe ih their despim^ vention, and inserted in it the names 
mg min^ ilhorl^ afbm W was dxs of those oftheir party whom he ob 
covere4^batf«uppres8edw<m!sh«Brd served gaUbry, hoping thereby 
m the streets, that Bobespieite was m to attarioh idunn trom ebaperatf^ to the 
danger, the reiidious of the captoves cause of Robespierre. But an oppoexte 
plac^ ihexQfidves under the wtndowi^ etfeot unmediate^ ensued, as ^ey all 
and mfotmed thmu by signs of what mstantly took to flight, leaving the gai 
Waa passing, wad then the exbxlar«thm lety dea^ted. Ifior did affairs wear a 
oftlto pnsofiersbrK^eutmtothetuost more prottunoig aspect of doors 
veheuxmt and tumultuous joy IWe were abmtt two thousand men 

BO.Meaniudiiletheadhereni»ofBobes stat«med inihe Pkcode Grtvs, with 
pi 0 fre> oonsiatu^ ahKiostmitnrdly of thh apowerMtnmi of artdilety Buttfaeir 
«aian€»iiems,and^ the omiedloroe com restdutioit was ahsMdyunuoh shaken by 
maodedbyHanx^, wfaowem«om|Mwed the obvmus deC^otaon^ of ihek ^Uow 
the vety lowest d tbs iwbtAe, had edozeua, when the hgkt of ihe torches 
Sssemlded in i|Mt dsrct idt the HotsL showed iho heads the Oolumns of the 
deVdle #]ml^hsQpdb4h^ve,j&w]^ ludtoalgiiaidappeniflgmaBtheave 
ft stknda^ wtemea wm attfUery, bay nues whm led to the squsM The 
miets,iuid^tet:i BchomiisnmiMidbe^ moBao^ wastevrihle ^p&eoesofthe 

peomed wihew A^mhmn, aitUlssy of iAm ChuvcnStion JdOod in 

and the daftivtejrbf HoDStOt thiaed to ba^em^whflettoowonamsdftlm 
the hig^iMt ]^tc& the eooftd^ce pf the uhflpsUty^ wx^ tbah i^hted matshes 

^ halhshal gusi^ guhs ok dhe oppoidte id^e. But the 
amke^ Ih^ ekMM«kde> gsve pmm tb au^K^^of thehw psevaakd, the <hh 
the most Wdm tsm d thr xead by 

shi^Fmahe«%9t4£aft^ iei«dMj^%«udthemaio^ 

sdhA fttttticf #11 fused io MSitt isL^ emliMnes of 

gates d se# OmmMm glided the vendee 

% the ihe 

have we beini/^ sddff bmigsxde 

iesuvreetM»tt} linkeb 1# iua>«ep$e^' 

flihk^ he pramsed mf II## #re# ii^ m a tlwN^ 
dy^of faSxMito^doeaiy^ w##ietM»eadldie^ 

^usby,thedifiys|^bMbefiM i^h^to^hbio^bf 

ieii# # thoaidis cf #e A s s^Wy 
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82 Hennoi deoceaded the fiitair of 
the Hotel de YiUe, hut eeemg tlsM 
eqjoare deflorted^ he rented hie exoorar 
on hi$ faithlesefolloweve, >vho bad 
for ihe luost part abandoned the king 
lu ftjie same maiuier on the 10th Au 
gust, B^d haatened ban^ to h» com 
1 adea. The coiMfnratofa} &)idmg i(hem.<* 
ari'v^auntupport^gavewfty to despair^ 
the national guard ruahed rapidly up 
the etair> headed by Bourdon die 1 Choe, 
nUi a pieiol m each band and a naked 
aahre m hia ioethk and entered ^ 
room where Hobeapierre and the lead- 
era o/t tilie revolt were aseembled. Let 
baa, hearing the tuniult’approMfaang, 
presented a ftat<d to Eobcflpiemi^ en 
treating him to blow out hsa bratiia» 
but he refused When they entered, 
they found Hobespierre mitmg with hia 
elbow on hia kneea, and his head rest*' 
mg on his hand, Meda ducharged hia 
pistc^, which brc^ iua under jaw^ and 
he fell under the tahk bt Juat imr 
ploied Lebaa to put an and to hia life. 

Cowaixl, follow my example J aajd 
he, and blew oirt hia tonna Couthon 
waa aemad mkder a taUe^ ^bly at 
tempting to stz^e with a which 
he wanted ^ courage to pluiige m hia 
hearty Oofhuhal and the younger Bobee- 
pierre threw themadvea firom tho win 
dows, and were soui^ mthemner court 
o£ the huddiuis H^not had been 
tiirown pom the window by Co&thal, 
b^i-e he threw hiinaelf outf but^ 
thoui^ bi*aued and mutiiated^ he eon 
tnved to crawl into the entnmee of ft 
aewoTy Pom whence he waadmggedout 
1:^ the troops of the Ooftvauteoii.* 

8&r Robespierre aiui. Couthetv being 

* Hmy aulftore aOhm aiit Bobesplaitfi 
a&at hUtutM 39iat he had a pbM in hia 
haodUeartahi, but to M saa mr <ie Sasifae 
aad Meda thefwdsmeswhastrrw^ h4^ 
agree in atsting mat hia Jaw w«ur n^eu 
ashotftred brUielM er these |Wit*efti>;6e 
I«vm8»tnwikl&iel|Bm.aas laanai^ 
in hia Gubars SOIfte 

aCBOUnt Leooaxd Bourdon Wita tilB ngha 
hsftd bfwie arm of geUdarmw 


aupposed to be dead, were dragged by 
the he^ to the Quu Pelletier, where it 
ww fwopoaed to iduow them into the 
nver, but it bemg diaeovered, when 
light was broii^t, that ihey still 
meathed, ihoj were staretcbed on a 
boards a^ camed to the Oonventioa 
between one and twn o'cdc^k in the 
monung l^e members haviiig refused 
to admit ttMOBy they were conveyed to 
the Committee of Q^erol Safely, where 
Edbesdierralay for mnehouta sii^hed 
on atableiu the BaUe d Auidie&ce, with 
hia broken jaw atiU bleeding; and suf 
fermg alike under bodily pain, and the 
execrations and inanlts ^ those moand 
him. I>uni3g the whok tuaothat this 
cruel torture lasted, he evinced ft stoical 
apathy h oam merely ismied&om his 
xuouti^ which the humanity of eome 
around him led them to wipe ofi, but he 
grasped with convulsive energj the pis 
tol whuLhe hnd nothsdauffiment tme, 
or wanted ooam^ to fliaohaige Hie 
face ittamad its habitual bUmoB tint, 
but mingled with the ashen hue of 
death* At six an the morumg a sa]> 

I geoB was sent fbr, who found the left 
jaw broken he tcx^ out two or Uiree 
tes^ wbioh were oruahed by the shot, 
bandaged jaw, mid pla^ beside 
him a glaas of Wfttei^ inith which he 
ocoamonally mahed away Hie blood 
which filled his xnumHu As ha lay ex 
tended on Hm taUe^ mimbars mded 
and spat upon hma, wad, to then' eter^ 
xud diagxw(% iKHpsft of hsa fomier ool 
leagueain theemmitteesi&Bultedhim, 
wMe&adwkscfthftoffioe pncked him 
With thmr penknivftftt At length he 
anasoaxid s^down on acluur, Im then 
ga»daioftttdhimifi»ieg hiftoyea chiefly 
Oft iho okato m tbs o%e, whom ho 
rseognised. ha exhibited great » 

fiMtitUde^ ft a p e c wJtoln the dressing oi 
the wov^ whm ftcaai^ed noatwr 
pain, ^hoj^aftoryhawaftaearttothe 
Cohoies^aM^ whsi^Aia wnanf^dboeeidin 
tlm sassao^iihich im\»m opened 


Hadft wfte haft a i^smi, ftftd 

hkuift thfiosa h4ms bkwdg^wiilh aft 

« *flte»asiaieaiaSdesa»m^ 

JNMiS fts 


his M hand at he i^uid wOf hft 
turned the mouth «tiw pistol to &ebe«»kRft« 
and said ib^the tf g na tma. ^Tbat la nor 
pnw cAiiot 

head ftKwmft oft dhatAfe. stsiixkgwl^ 
f tn» Moctenmon that be baft net 
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bunal, oa soon aa tbe identity of 
persoDB waa establiBhed, th^ 
condeBmed Si Just flod Dunuu were 
tal^n direct to tiie Audience Sall^ »t 
the office of the Committee of Public 
SalvatLOQ, and thraoe to the same pn 
eon. The famer gaeed at the 
jocture of Bights of Man i^aced 
there, and said, It » I, nererthcAeaSr 
trho did thai*’ In enimag the Con 
meigene, St Juat met General poahe, 
who had been confined there for some 
wasks bySt Just hixoself Instead of 
insulting his fcdlmi enemy, Hoehe press¬ 
ed hu l^d, and stood aside to let him 
pass. The really heroic are never on 
great occasions unworthy of themselvea 
81. Jit four m the morning of the 
29th July, fdl Pans was in motion to 
Witness w 0 deatih of Uie tyrant He 
was placed on ^e dianot, between 
Hennot and Couthou, whose persons 
were as mutdeted as his own, w last 
in the vehK4e, m order that^ with the 
usual barbarity of the period^ which he 
himself had been inshmmmitu mhitiw* 
duemg, he should sea a& his firie&ds 
perish before him They were bound 
by ropes to tbe bmiches of the car in 
'imohih^ were seated, andtht rotting 
of the vemde during the long passage, 
whudi was through we moat populous 
quarters ^^sms, produced pain 
m their wotmda that they at mme 
sopsimod aloud.. ThA gendarmm toSa 
with their sabiei preeeoted to th^ 
ulm who them h^Am. mg they 

doim Pstxton tnm M to en 



u «d>otb the ibnudaffe 
the broSM St JmA eyhmed 
the uhOQnqheiitble 
SiPibei^etve cast m eym 
onmw and 

threigged Ue The multi-' 

tude, whkh lov long bad ceased to^at* 
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imte the eadiness oi tbe hour, were 
thronged to excess, every window was 
filled, evmi tim roofs of the houses. 
Idea the manned yards of aslup^ were 
crowded with ^wftetors. Thejoywwi 
unirareal, it mamst approached to de- 
linom Tbe blood frm BobaiqneKre's 
jaw burst through the bandage, and 
overflowed his dress, hu Am was 
ghastly pain He kept bu ^as riiut, 
when he saw the ge&«^ feehng^ during 
ihm tune the procession lasted, but 



the loai^ 


wfaiS)N» Irohia 

„ . 

berty 

had such a 

any hea^ occMhtt^ ffitd 


' MuTdmr of all my kindrsdl your 
agony fills me with joy descend toheU 
withihe oursaa<^ evmy motbrnr 
in France He aeeeqo^ thescaflbld 
witih a firm st^, and was laid down 
neartheaxe Twwityof his comrades 
\ wm executed befbre huh, during the 
time they were iMfonngy he lay on the 
Boaffi>ld with his eyesehut^ never utter- 
mg a word. When lifted up to be tied 
to the fldal {flank, the exeeuboner tore 
the bandage finHu hu fhoe, the lower 
jaW mi upon bht breast, and he uttwed 
a yad which filled evwry heart with 
hoiTor For some minutes the 
ful 6mre was h4d up, fixed te the 
board, to the multitude, he Was then 
placed under the axe^ ^md tbe last 
sounds which reached ms asm were the 
exulting shouts, whufli were puttonged 
for some minutes after hu death. 

85 JUong with Ikibeapierveiil^ex 
edited Eemnoh Coulho^ Bt Just, Hn 
ma% Goffitdul,Bimo% shd att hwd' 
on of the xevoK. W ifluee St Jhst 
ajone dmlajed titettnuusse which had 
so often Wi whneseed atmmglhe nc- 
tuns whom sent to the scaf¬ 
fold. , Couthw W^ terror the 

otisMidied uAnmgbliuphemiei^ which 
'were dipyaed by the dieeie of the 

ipemtoni died, t,ar* for 
w, t|^‘(Mi^raoed ouh other 10 tAa*. 
poi^ tW nmad tl^eioiibi4 

th* ^ nmahw. of tihe 

tomhti. *^Te% fiohei^eim theie ush 
QmI f ’ Mil» poor ima, M he eiiSaM^ 

e%,prMeht # 4M uhhwdiid, 

tk^of of 
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ius party Were executed next day, com 
ptialng M Pleaders of Hs^erevolt at the 
muxurnpali^, but BardM> BiUattd Va* 
renttiUI, and OoUob d’He^out, were in 
the tmu of the Tictonoon Pttty, and, 
thoog^ the worst of the whcue, imffered 
at that thne no pumshmeat for ^eir 
eriaiac The whole thattree of Pans 
were open, as usual, dumogtheeeaoenee 
of honotv ^ they bad been during the 
whole oontmtiaiieeof the Reigo of T6^ 
ror^ 

96 ThueteribinatedtheBeignofTer* 
ror-^^the onty senes of crimes,** sa^ 
Sir Jamea Modontosh, '^perhaps, in 
history, which, in spite of we common 
dispesitum to exaggerate extraordinary 
footsi has been begfund measure under 
rated in public opinion.** t It is an 
epoch ftmght with neater pobtioal 
instruction tium any ox equd duratiOA 
which has existed since the beginning 
of the world. In no former penod hod 
the efforts of the people so completely 
triumphed, or the higher orders been 
so Uioroughly cmahM by the lower 
The throne had be^ overturned, the 
altar destroyed, the aristocracy levelled 
with the drit, the nobles were in exOe, 
the dergy in captivity, the gentry m 
affliction. A mdrdless sword bed 
waved oter tiie state^ desboymg alike 

* Thedres open oa the dtb thsnaidcr 

VIS — 

X Opta. Anaids^ aveo le baUet ds 
nis4us> 

S Opim CoadCttS Za IfEomaaia 

3 TEfCtre de U Adpublidtie In Consplra* 
titm peer U IshsHd 

Isasu EMfoetJuUette 
Section Vaiat OcU 


4., ni43tN Sbydsasu ] 
S tbmtreds r%s8H 
laumeS^ 


6 Theatre ds la llcntagne. datdln de 

rigalitA 

7 Zbtttrs dss iMaw'^culottes. OMevant 

e, ^ Amts die lA Patrta 

a ThSatroduVaudSTlUe, iStsdslBgAUtA 

10 dels Gits Lst^mbtAdmThm* 
^mopyles. 

11 fflbdStre da byefo des Arts Jlttdlii de 

dAwfoy. PsabocAl da 
Tempi La^Oesf^vi^Oja 
Immedtatsiy before this Is a Utt o^foj^v 
6ve perlons etseuUd the same dear U w 
t^eaWthRSishoiit tfaewhofo sfiba Beiga 
fis^oalww 


the dignity of rank, the splendour of 
talent, and the graces of beauty All 
that excelled the labouring dasses m 
situation, fortune, or acquirement, had 
been removed^ they had tixumphed 
over their oppressors, seised their pos 
session^ and risen into their stations 
And what was the consequence ? The 
estabhidunent ot a more cruel and re 
volting tyranny than any whnh man 
kindlud yet witnessed, ^destruction 
uf aU the ohantieS and enjoyments cd 
Lfe, the dreadfnl spectade Of streams 
of blood flowing through every part of 
France. With truth did the wanUest 
apdogists and ablest advocates of the 
l&voiution now admit tiiat It had plnv 
duoed * Utemmi mde/uttgahleteeariAinq, 
aitd ommpreeent t^nny 
that ew easisted, which pervaded every 
dasB of society, which had mitdstersand 
victims in every village of France ’ t 
The earliest fhends, the warmest ad 
vocates, the firmest Bupportere of the 
pe<ml6, w^ swept off mdisonxmnately 
with their bltteraat enemies, in the 
unequal struggk, virtue and philan 
tfaropy suik u^er ambition aim no 
Icnce, and eocieiy returned to a state 
of OhaOBp when all the elements of 
private or public happmess were soet 
tered to the wiUds Such Sire the re 
suits of the passfona of the 

multttude, such toMi peril of suddenly 
admitting the light upon a benighted 
peoples 

. “ The will 

And high pcimlirioii Ortitruhi^r H«av«i 
teft thematls^ to tbeir own ostic designs. 
That with zetiarsted ernuss they might 
Bean on thmselves damastion, Wmlst the> 
sought 

EfU to offlm and, esoUged mUt $ee 
Sow til their auklioe served but to biing forth 
^finite goodaesA grace, and meroy soowu 
dti man by tiksm ssduced ^ bat wi 

stitea ^ ’ 

Trabie coofotion, wrathii end vengteaee 

^ PamUt fosf, t 312 ^ 


I tb. to iA 

iMlw «ii*. Wi 

M|ittato<__,__ 

oftiiqjfocsefU of As 

*> H *> wiiMri?ffr a if fwir aftsynlttl^f tirw • 
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87 Thofecility withT7iiichafection, 
compos^ of afewof the moi^t audacious 
and reckless of the natiouj triiunphed 
over tka immense nmjonty of cdl the 

appreciated unless It la rdcolleoted that the 
author tvho compiled it was an ardent sup 
porter of the Bevolution«-an tntunate £n«ad 
and political ageut of D mton s and t)iat» in 
his well ^lowu revolutiDuaxy Journal, the 
* Rdvolutions de l^ans he had Oie 

m'lssacres in the prisons in September 1702 
See No SopteniwIO 1792 

WAllONAL CONVBN-najT 
From Sept 21 1792 to Oct $6,1795<-- 


1,278 

7(K) 

880 

lA'W 

ifior 


45 

Si^ 

145 

32 

45 


799 


799 


GuiUotmed 13 613 

( Vohles 
Women 

Wives of mechank^ 

I’eraous who perished in ^e 
civil war afW the Slst Hay 
1793 at Xyona^ 31.200 

JtjyotNA 

Ileaths from fear and famine 
during the Mcge 
Perished during the detnoU 
tions of houses, Ac 
Women during preguanov and 
iu ehildWreS 

Massacred after the reaotaou-of 
the 9th Thermido]^, 

Died m prison, 

Suicide^ 

Uottsea destroyed, 1674 
rotal 

Maiiscixxas* 

Fight of Carteaux ontiieroad 
to MarselU^a 
Died in prison, 

Tokd, 

Toauuv; 

thtnng the i^ege, 

Mi^'^ac ed or drowned on the 
retreat of Uto BpgUsh, 

Died in prison, 
hlioc, 

Women and ehUton thrown 
Into the sda» 

Total, 14^825 

BBOdim 

Do<(tracti<m and dimrsion of 
the inh^tenta or this oity^ 
which )uuinberedmore ibm 
1600 houses 

This SemtH 

Fersoof massaeredthroughottt 
the south afrer tlie reaction 
of the 9tih TheraUdor, 

Couspiradas, « 
loeurrectlonk 

WAR 07 
The loss of lift hr the tn* 9 » 
saoreA fiuUhidse» noyadek 
and the va^ims oomhats 
Otfweea FrencAul^tt, is esfcl 
mated at least at 900 000 

4;arry forward, SiPi& 


650 

79 


9 000 

3.109 

160 

SOO 

li265 


760 

869 


holders of property in the kingdom, oad 
led them forth like victims to the sacn» 
fide, IS not the least extraordinary oi 
memorable fact of that eventful pemod. 

Brought over O60|916 

or {Women 15,900 

whom \ Children 2A000 

Thu war has caused the die 
appoaranoD of villagos ham 
lote or&rms tothouumbor 
of more thui 30 000 

ViGTtns under thepmonsulote 
of CaniUBBat JVautes 32 000 

^Children shot 600 

^frowned. 1500 

Women shot 264 

, drowned, 500 

Of J Priests shot, 800 

Whosil drowzud, 460 

NotOes drowned, 1 400 

ArtiSttse drowuod, 5 309 

Ihed in pruKoi by dis 
ease, 8 000 

Note Those gudlotlned at 
Lyona Maraoilles, 2^u3on, 
and Bhdioiu are lueiuded 
in tho 18.613 above men 
tiouod 

Fersems who com mitted suicide 
by hanging diKmning or 
tiixowiog themselves from 
windows from fear 4,790 

Women who <Bed in promaturo 
dbaldbirth, 3 400 

Peatbs from frmiae, 20 000 

Povsons made luseue through 
tho Bevolutiou, 1550, 

In an 1027100 

In this enumeratidn are not comprehended 
the maesacre^ at Versaillet at the t 
the Games or other prisons on September 
.Id, the vivtuns of the OlaoKfre of Avignon 
those shot at Toulon and Maiseilles, or tho 
persona slain in the htile town of Bddoin of 
which the whole populatlDn perished Tiiose 
oont^ed in the XM» to Oondamu^s, a 
veiyonnous work down to the l2th Thor- 
mider @9th July 17941 are 3741 
d iX Xto de$ OMdammii p 15 '-*Tlio 
addltloiud 99 oastoned in l^e Jtfbmtevr arc 
those condemned and executed sfror the fail 
of Roheainem end are also in the /ute tUa 
Oondaina^, Kos X and XL 
Itlsm.au ewectal manner remarkable in 
fhisdianudoataiogue howjarge a proportion 
of the vwtiiBeof the BwreluSioa were pei*^a 
in ^ Hiiddle and lowes! Banks 9f liio Iho 
priests and cobles gudiotined are 
while tho pererna of plsMau orig 
18 Q09 i Toyo nobles and priests pu 
at Nantes were 3160 ♦ while the infanta 
drowned and shot see 3000 the women 764 
and the arthnns 53001 So rsQildly in revolu 
tbitoy oonvuldonsdees the career of emelty 
rea^ the bwsr orders, and so wide*8pi oad 
Is the d^t out to them coniparod 

^^nth that wElth t)^ have sought to lofliot 
ou th^ sapexiofs» 
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The active part of the bloody faction 
at Paris never exceeded a few thousand 
men , their t^enta were by no means of 
the highest order, nor their weight in 
society considerable, yet they trampled 
under foot all the influent^ classes, 
ruled tmghty armies wi^ aJbsoluteeway, 
kept two hundred thousand of their fel 
low citizens in capfcmty, and daily led 
out sevctal hundi^ and at last, per 
ha|i8, taking the whole country toge^er, 
some thousand persons, of the beat blood 
in Fiance, to executoozi Such is the 
effict of the unity of action which atro 
Clous wiekednesa pioducea, such the 
consequence of rousing the cupidity of 
the lower , auch theasoendanoy 
which, in periods of anarchy, is acquired 
by the most savage and lawless of the 
pcopla The peaceable and moifeneive 
citizens lived and wept m silence, terror 
crushed every attempt at oombmation, 
th e extremity of gnw subdued even the 
hrmeat hearts, “Isque habitus am 
morum fuit, ut peesimum fiooinus auder 
eut pauci, pluros vellent, omnes pater 
entur * In despair at efTeohUg any 
alleviaiaon of the general suffenngSi 
apathy umversally prevailed, the moat 
sacred domestH taee were often h^sgot* 
ten aelfiahuesB became general The 
people sought to forget their aorrowa 
in the dehnum of present ezjovinentef 
and the thea(a:es Were never fuller than 
during the whole duration of the Ee%n 
of Terror l^orance of human nature 
can alone lead us to ascnbe this to ^y 
pecuhanty in tiie French character, 
the Biime efiects have been observed m 
idl parts and ages of the world* as in 
variably attendmg a state of extreme 
and long^sontmued distreas f 

S8 How, then, dpi a fatshon, whose 
leadczu were so extremdy contemptible 

* * And this ess Ihe state of mon s mibds 
that extreme wiokedness was dtwed ^ a tsw 
wished by xnany endm^edbyalk 
i 88, 

t Appwsnoss precis^y shnitar arereoord 
ed fay Booesocio to Imve been obeairved Im 
Florence duxioff the dreadfid pestUenoe ot 
134$^ One ^tuion avoided another no oino 
lot)ked after his neighbour, relations k^t 
aloof {Torn each Other tribulation had ao 
stricken the hearts of men siUl women with 
terror that brother abandoned brother the 
uncle nephew the sistsr the brother 
and £requentJV the wift the husband, and, 


m pomt of numbers obtain the pow^ 
to rule Fiance wiib such absolute nwayl 
The answer ib simple It waa by an 
expedient of the plunest kind, and by 
steadily following out one principle, so 
obvious that few have sought for the 
cause of such terrible phenomena in ita 
application This waa by promoting, 
and to a great extent actually giving to 
the worlang-claases the indueuce and 
the possessious of all the other oniers 
in the state cuptda Twmrum 

rentntt was Ibe maxixn on which they 
acted it waa toward tikis point—^the 
ciq)idity and ambition of ^ose to whom 
fortune had proved adverse^hat all 
their measures were di ^cted. Their 
principle was to keep the revolutionary 
asaions of the people oonstimtly awake 
y the display of ^esh objects of desire, 
to represent all the present misery 
which the system of innovation had 
ootasumed, as the consequence of tilie 
resistance which the holders of property 
had opposed to its progress, and to 
dazzle ite populace by the prospect of 
boundless ^oity, when the revolution 
ary equality and spoliation tor which 
they cont^ded was fully establifihecL 
By this means iiiey effectually secured, 
over the greater pact <ff France, the cu 
operatimi of the multitude, and it srm 
by their physical strengbhi guided and 
ladled forth by the revoluMonaxy dubs 
and committee xuuversally established, 
and evoiy where composed of the most 
ardent of ^e Jacobin faction, that the 
extraordinary power of the Teironsts 
was upheld. 

89 In the labor stages of the Hervolu 
t^on, this universaUy aroused oupidity 
of the working^olas^ uas powerfully 
supported, and the strength of Jacobin 
vigour mmeased* by the terrors of pun^ 

wbrtisvBoma^sadalixioatlncrodible others 
and motheia^uimed thairdiUdrca 
Many, losing sight of aU distinction between 
good and evu abSiDdoiiod theBiadves to plea 
sure» and followed diy aud nx^^the dictates 
of their appvt^es this oeeamd not only 
among the laity but even tlie members of 
mouascciiiMi bioakingfoooitbeocnMofthe 
laws gavetbamselvesulptoeamatideaBhres, 
and became dissolute asia wantem' «t»^Bodojto- 
0K> ■G'loraalu Fnma intreduaiens Th^ aamo 
will appear amidst the hortroes of the Moa 
cow retreat 

X ^Indigeucb covetous of ^foauge ’ 
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ishment among the leaders of the popa 
lace for the innumerable crimes they 
had committed* This terror went to 
fiuch a length as to be often ndiculpus, 
for a few words, fh>m a handful of chil 
dren or old women, weio often suffi 
cient to make the leaders tremble who 
had defeated the armies of all Europe 
This would be inexplicable did we not 
know that ** conscience makes cowards 
of us all ’ These terrors and this sys 
tom succeeded perfectly, as long as the 
victims of spoliation were the higher 
orders and considerable holders of pro 
perty it was when they were exhausted, 
and the edge of the guillo^e began to 
descend upon the shopkeepers and the 
more opulent of the labounng classes, 
that the general reaction took place 
w hioh ore^umed the Reign of Terror 
When society is in so corrupt and pro 
fligate a form that a faction, quabhed 
by their talents and energy to tske the 
lead in pubhc afEhita, can^e found who 
will carry on the goTemment on these 
piJUMuplea, and are not crushed in 
outset by a united effort of all the 
holders of property, it can hardly fail 
of obtammg t^porary success. It is 
well that the fnends of order of every 
political persuasion—and they are to 
be found as much among the supporters 
of rational freedom as the advocates of 
monarchical power—^ould be aware 
of the deadly weapon which is m the 
possession of their adversaries, and the 
neoeas% of muting to wrest it from 
their himds the momsnt tiiat it is un 
sheathed* imd it would be fortunate 
if the agents of ret^olution would con 
template, in the Beign of Terror and 
the pf RobMpiene^ the inevitable 
eieda of using it to their country and 
thamsdfea 

* W Id coniettiplatliig the progress of 
the Rev<dttii09b nothing appears more 
extrsordmsiy the udiv^al and 
lapiddestruotkm whi^ broughtppon 
aU raidu who aided it, 
to the eottsaia the bug eupportsd It 
and perpjiaa the hoHes eupp9sted it 
and perwhisd 4 thd dtttgy «up|)so 3 B|ied it 
and pffiTuhsd, thp menhauU suppmted 
it and perished, the pubbci ereditom 
^pported it and pertdied, ws eh^ 
ke^Hsrs suppm^ it and pm^ed,lb(r 


[chap XV 

artisans supported it and perished, the 
peasants supported it and pensbed. The 
nobles, whose passion for ipnovntion, 
and misguided declamationa in favoui 
of equalrty, had first led to the oonvo 
cation of &e States General, who early 
set the example of submission to the 
popular will, and voluntarily abdicated 
their titles, their privileges, and then 
rights, to place themselves at the head 
of the movement, were the first to bo 
destroyed. Decimated by the guillo 
tine, exiles from their country, destitute 
wanderers m foreign lands, th^ beheld 
their estates confiscated, then palaces 
sold, their children proscribed, them 
selves undone While by ^e waters of 
Babylon they sat down ana wept, they 
learned to lament the fatal precipitance 
With which they had excit^ the ambi 
tion of their imenors, by yielding so 
precipitately to the public freney in 
favour of democracy 
91 The clergy, who had proved them 
selves the earliest and steadiest fnends 
of freedom, whose junction with the 
Tiers Etat in the hour of peril had first 
given latter a supenority over the 
pnvileged classes, and compelled the 
ruinous union oi all the orders in one 
chamber, were ntter^ destroyed by the 
party whom they had chenshed. Theu 
eeligion was abohidied, their churches 
were closed, their property was confis 
cated, themselves were subjected to 
cruel and tyrannical enactments, com 
polled to wander in utter destitution in 
foreign lands, or purchase a miserable 
pittance by violai^ thebr oaths, and 
ealjmmg^ contempt of all the faithful 
among their fiodcs.*--The oommercial 
idatses, s^oae jealousy of the unjust 
ptml^a of the noblesse had first fos 
tered Sie flame of bbesty, were Con 
sumed in the conflagration which it had 
raised, the once ficunshfaig ooloaues of 
the moharcdiy were in flames, its menu 
fhctumg cftiee m rums, its pjffitate 
weldthdestroye^its Mila banishw 
l^die ocean, its nsval establishmenis in 
decay l^tedby ithunous eystem of 
psper oorreitcy, and crudied in the 
gmtp of a rdtMtlMS despctwtn, manu 
meturing industiy was wlthsead, and 
oonmeim capital annlhUst^ '-^Tbe 
pd!Wc creditors^ once so loud 
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l»ra4Bes of the hrAt morements of the Re¬ 
volution whose enihusiaam had raised 
the public funds thirty per cent m one 
dajf whenNeokerwasreatoredto power, 
m 1788, on the dtoulders of &e demo¬ 
cracy, wer^ now crushed beneath its 
wheius, the once opulent capitalists, 
ruined by the fall of the public secun 
tics, deprived of their property by a 
hctitiouB paper, p<ud by their debtors 
lu a nominal currency, Wl long since 
sunk to the dust, while the miserable 
renttm, cheated out of alm<}st all their 
income by the payment of their annul 
ties m assignats, were wandering about 
m utter despair, supporting a miserable 
existmioe by obmty, or temiinatiug it 
by suicide 

9i2 The shopkeepent whose unam 
moua shouts had so long supported the 
Constituent Assembly, whose bayonets 
had first u|:die]d the fortunes of me Re 
volution, at last tasted its bitter fruits 
As its movement advanced, and they 
became the objects of jealous to still 
lower ambition, the fury of jdebeian 
revenge wasdirected a^msttheirrenks, 
insensibly they tneltea away under the 
axe of the gmUotme, or were destioyed 
by the law of the maximum, and la 
mented with unavailing temu the con 
Tulsions which had deprived them at 
once of the purchasiers of their oommo 
ditiea, the aecunty for their prop^^, 
andthedu^iosal of their industry —1%e 
artisans, who had expected a flood of 
prosperity from the regeneration of so 
Giety, whose pikes had so ofim, at Ja 
cobm command, issued from the Fau 
boom to overawe the legislature were 
spee&y steeped m misery from the 
coueequenoea of their SfCtiopa. Impa* 
tient of restraint) unable to endure a 
supenor, they were at last anbjeoted to 
the most galjing bondage De^tute of 
employnml^ fed only by the bounty of 
goverolnent. they w^mtered ih Cveiy 
action of their lives. Debated the 
power of purchasing emi the neces 
Banes of life for themselves, they were 
forced first to wait half the day as needy 
supidumts ki the offices of the o<nnfrdt- 
tees who issued their tickets, and then 
to v^tchhalf thenight round the bakers* 
shops, to procure the wretched pittMMe; 

vozi, m 


of a pound of black bread a^day for each 
membei of their families—Thepeasauta 
expected an immediate deliverance from 
tithes, taxes, and burdens of every de 
scriptum, m the consequence of then 
emancipation, and they found them 
selves ground down by the law of the 
maximum^ forced to sell at nominul 
prices to ihe purveyors for the armies, 
and fettered In every action of their 
lives by oppressive regulations They 
saw their sous pensh in the field, or z ot 
in ihe hospitals, their horses and cattle 
seized for the foroed requisitions, and the 
roduce of iheir labour torn from them 
y battalions of amed men, to mamtani 
an indigent and wor&less rabble in tlia 
great cities of the Bepubhc 
93 Consequences so extraordinary, 
BO unlooked lor, to every dass of society 
from the throne to the cottage, are 
singularly instructive as to the ^ects 
of revolutions, but yet, if the matter 
be considered dispassionately, it is evi 
dent that they must in every age at¬ 
tend any considerable convulsion m 
society When a tree is feUed, it is the 
leaves and the extremities which first 
begm towither,becaus6theyaTesooueet 
afTected by a stoppage m the supplies 
by which the whole ia nourished It 
IS the same with society Upon the 
poourrence of a revolution, the work 
ing-claases are the eaihest to suffer, 
bmuse tiiey have no stock to maintain 
themselves during a penod of ad 
versity, and being wholly dependent 
on th^ daily wages of labour, are the 
first victims of iSx» catastrophe which 
has interrupted it It is this imme¬ 
diate efiiset of a revolution, in spread 
ing misery through the labouring poor, 
wmch m the general case renders its 
march irresistible, when not arrested^ 
m die outset by a firm qomlunation of 
all the holders of property It is it 
which precipitates society into a setieis 
of convulsions, from whi^ it can hardly 
emerge without the desbniotioh of the 
eaistwg generaltoii Tha^odk 
to credit, ihe stoppage to lEmofiAikbjoni 
the contraction to expendivure* is m 
excessive, tiiatth^lpiwer aromi- 
mediately involved hi disteWM the 
same cau ses which meewuM ihauldu « 
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content, and augment their disposition 
to revolt, disable government by the 
ri 4 > 2 d fall of the revenue, either from 
administeriDg relief or exerting force, 
The consequanoe is, that fi-eeh insurrec 
tnums take place, more extravagant and 
levelling doctrines become popular, a 
lower but more eueigetio claae naes to 
head of 0 ^ 001 * 8 , desperate measures 
of finance areadopted, the public expen 
diture IB mcreased, whilethenatioucd in 
Coxne IS dimmiBhed, and, after a sucoes 
flion of vahi attempts to avoid the oatas* 
^phe, national bcmkruptcy takesplac^, 
and the accumulatioDB of agea are swept 
off in a general public and pnvale 
Venoy " Kemo unquam impenuxa fia 
gitioqnsesitumbatMsartibuaexerouit 
94. The dif^emit steps of this disos 
taroushutunavoidableprogrBiB areclear- 
^markedm the Buocessive stages of the 
French Revolution 'Within six months 
after the Revolution broke out, it waa 
discovered ^at the revenue had fallen, 
la consequence of the general uno^ 
tamtyofthefuture^fFmn £24|000,00fia 
year to £17,000,andthatat the very 
tune wheh the ^bairaasuMmi of the fi 
nances had be^ the principal cause of 
tile convocation of the General 
Ko resource could be found to meet the 
pressmg difficul^es of the exchequer, 
but the confiscata.on of the proper^ of 
tile ohurob, and subsequently <n that of 
the emigrant uoblea These measures 
i^n eng^dored evils which tended to 
pmpetu^ fhe difficulties from which 
they spnmgi The confiscation of tfae 
ehtirch fwopeuty rendered necessary 
tile lawaa^auK^t the iKd^rectory pnests, 
and they, m their turn, produce the 
tefueal ofBomauyofti^olsigy totakii 
the oaths to theConstitution, and there- 
^ Itthted the fiamea of civil warie La 
vendde At the fiomo time, the severe 
enactin^ts hgoinet the emigrant nobles 
producedawer of m end death with 
the anstoeratio mo&ercfas m Europe 
IVessed by dvii wwiMuth^aztd ty rae 
forces of IhsiT’pe witii^ ' 

tion fauad ft^matives oompal|ed to 
have recourse to the cyotem'ef ea»4^ 
nats and oamad on she ehormoas ex^ 
penditur© of a hundred and sSv^fiiy 

a Noon^'omeppHedpcworwiqttlivdby 
Wiucednoss togoCd pmppsei.*^Txcitts 
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millions aterimg a year, by dfep^mg 
with a prodigal hwd the confiscated 
wealth of more than half of France. 
This prodigious issue of pi^r neoea- 
fifunly Jed to its rapid depi'eciation, aU 
obligatuuu of debt and credit were 
overturned by tiie necessity of accept* 
mg payment in a nominal currency, &e 
rapid iisetn thepnee of provisions com 
polled the govemin ot to adopt a maxi 
mum, and interfere with the arm of 
force in the management of public sub* 
UBteBUne. Thence the forc^ requisi 
tiofi% the compulsory soles, the distil 
bution of rations, and oil the inuu 
taertide tyranmcal regulations which 
fettered mdustiy in every department, 
and at leu^^, by exciting the paasioaa 
of the peo^eagainat each other,brought 
down even to the humblest class the 
horrors which they had ongtually in 
dieted on their stqienors 
95 Sueha surveyoftheoousequenoes 
of human violenee both vindicates the 
justiee of Providence, bydomonstiating 
how rapidly and unavoidably the guilt 
of every daas m society bnngs upon 
itself Its own punishment, mid tends to 
make us chmntably of the con* 
duct of men placed in such a temble 
onsia of society Borsbly as we may 
think of the atrocities of the Revolu 
tion, kt no man be sure that, placed ui 
aipnkr cireomstances, he would not 
have been betrayed into the same ex 
CesSea It is the insensible gradation 
in violence, the expenenced necessity 
of advanm^ with tide, which ren 
dera such oonvulsions so pc^ous to the 
morals as well as tiie welfare of nations 
Tfae autiiorsof maay of the worst mea 
cures in the Revolution were restored 
to private life os innocent snd luof 
fonsive as otbef men, the molt atro 
eioua viifiations of n^t had been so 
long foraseem and discutfted, that tiieit 
ooeurrenqe pireduoed little or no sensa. 
tion jOf all the lessons denved fi om 

the history of human ptiwtion/' says 
lAvolette, tile most important is the 
utter impostibiUty which the best men 
wBl always expeneuce of stopjnng, if 
they EU« once into the path of error 
bBi afow yOara before they were per 
petiat6(^,. tha mmes of Ihe Revolution 
could have been portrayed to those 
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who aftorwaide committed them, even 
Robespierre hunaelf wonld have recoiled 
With horror Men are seduced* m the 
first instance* bj plausible theories* 
their heated imaginations represent 
them as beneficial* and easjr of execu 
tion, they advance imconsmously from 
errors to faults, and from fruits to 
enmes, till sensibility is destroyed by 
the spectacle of guilt, and the most 
savage atrocities are ^gnified by the 
name of state policy * Such always 
will be the case * it is the pressure of 
external circumstances which ultimate 
ly produce guilt, asmuch as guilt whtc^ 
at first induces the difficulties of public 
affairs The leaders of a revolution 
are constantly advancing before the fire 
which they thetoselves h^ve lifted, 
the moment they stop, they are con 
Burned m the fiames 

96 Oneoircamatanoeismamfestfrom 
the whole history of the Revolution, 
upon which it well becomes the people 
of this country to ponder, if they shall 
find themselves involved in a aumlar 
convuLsion, tiiat is, that by &r the 
greatest and most atrooioiis crimes 
eoimnitted m its progress were perpe¬ 
trated hjjwrymm* The whole vjctiins 
of the revolutionary tribunal at Pans, 
2600 m number* were judicially mur¬ 
dered by the o/yarjs» The 

same was the case with almost all the 
other revolutionary tnbixnals in France 
In England* all &e atrocities of Jef 
fenee, which had so powerful an effectin 
bnnging about the Revolution Of 1666, 
were efiected by the same mea?w. The 
monarchical cruelties which oocasio&ed 
the English, the demociatic alrocities 
which disgi aced the Freaoh Revoluticni, 
found eqi^y ready mstrutucuts m 
passions orplkbihiy of jurymen,* This 
fact IB not a |ittle renuudmble^ It de¬ 
monstrates how ex:^mely frllatuous is 
the reliance which is ^omliy placed 
on the instituton of Jury^tdal, as 

bulwark of fi^eedom and the shield ^ 

e 

* * All the acts of Jefieries ware done wdt 
the aid of Junes, and wtthovi the censuM of 
Parliament 1!hey afibrd a &tal proof that 
judlciti forms end oonstitutmoal esta^M 
meats may be rendered ouaMlng tw the 
sulmerMenoy or prejudice of those trim see 
appointed to cam them into efibet^—Sia 
daus HaoxnmMs B rev^ ii tl 


oppressed innocence That it has ofbon 
proved so in former times, when power 
was wielded by monarchs or anstocra 
tic bodies, and Junes were taken from 
the middle or lower classes, is dertain 
But what ensues when the lower orders 
themselves are the oppressors, and the 
sword of power is wielded by those 
whom they have placed in the seats of 
justice ? Will they permit the accused 
aristocrats to be teed by their peers, 
as was the case with themselves when 
the nobles were in power? Unquos 
tionably they will not, the first thing 
they invariably do to pliMse the moat 
Violent of thear own cla^ and taction 
upon the lists of jurymen Junes then 
become what Toc^ueville says they are 
m America, nothing bettei than the 
judicial committee of the majonty 
Actuated by its passions, infiamed by 
its fears, envenomed by its jealousies, 
they ate then more dangerous to leal 
liberty, and peii>etrate injustice on a 
greater code, than permanent judges 
ever could venture to do, for, in thenr 
cose, numbers lemove responsibility 
Without leas^iUg crudity, and obscurity 
dijChm enme without fearing virtue 
In democrotictimes, the deepest wounds 
to the cause of freedom will m geneiul 
be indicted byjthe hands of juiymen 
67 Robesj^exTe was to the mtenud 
march of the Revolutionwhat Ifapoleou 
was to itsextemal paBsions rose 

to emiuenoe, and wwe eustained in 
power by surrendering themselves to 
^ all powerful carrent of pubho pas 
fion, and directing it to the objects 
wbi^ tibio atnbitioQ of the great bulk 
of men at the tune xnost a^ently de 
mred Both owed the long oontumanoe 
of their powN* to the opinion generally 
«id devOTedly entertained, l&at they 
were sixtoexe & their enthusisam, dxs 
interested in thefr tstentione, and xn 
vmoible in thezr hearts The dreadfrL 
catastrophes to which the both 

ledaivto be^r^arded as tho xeeuRvunt 
BO much of their isdividtud oefron^ aa 
of thefrIse,juQ4i in their ultimate con 
sequtoces, tenihls prin<!sipieB on yi/bxiii 
they proceeded The maxim of Robes 
pierre and St Jdst^ that wlsat ecneU 
tuted a republic was lilni ilniiljptiiiMiiiTr 
OvmTthmgthi^oppoBedlt^WMpreciady 
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the pnneiple which led Hapoleon to 
his insatoble foreign conquests. In 
vmcible necessity urged both on when 
they had launched on the career of 
cnme^ and that necessity was, the mend 
law of nature whndi dooms outmgeous 
sm to punudunent the conse¬ 
quences of the very acta which itself 
most ardently destrea. The Mx Th^ 
mid<nr was the counterpart of the Mos¬ 
cow retreat Instmfti, then, of regard 
ing Robespierre as a mere individual 
man, and ascribing the horrors of his 
c^er to hm wicked propensities, it is 
more consonant to histoiic jUBtioe> as 
well os the cause of virtue, to represent 
lum as Uie incakkatioh is emn qov 
ERNXENTOPTHBRBVoXinxiov Andpro 
bably no Avatar sent on such a mission 
could be imbued wHh fewer vices 
9d Extravagimt as the opmions of 
Robespierre now appear, and dreadfhl 
as were the consequences to whtdi they 
led, there seems no reason to doubt 
that they were seriously entertained by 
hua, and tha^ ^roughout his bloody 
career, he was actuated m the mam by 
the desire of promoting, in the end, 
human felicity Individual ambition, 
jealousy of rivals, envy of supenors, 
may have co operated in prompting bis 
actions, but as his language was uni 
formly philanthropic, so Ws pnvate 
diBinteresteduesB never betrayed the m 
fluence of corrupt or mercenary mo¬ 
tives It was the total disregard of the 
means employed, the fatal error of sup¬ 
posing that ^ grea^ bodv of mankind 
are innocent^ and that ihe prevaihng 
evils of aoek^ were aSL to ^e 

vices of a few, that was the cause of all 
the unspeaksdds miseryhe brought upon 
xnankiM Me was a stem ana r^ent- 
4ess fematic of the scho<d of Roussean 
He eonstanUy hoped that, when he had 
destroyed the udiOle supmor classes of 
society, general virtue would rise up on 
the foundation <iS restored equality^ he 
always expected to see the strei^ of 
human iniquity run oUt — 

Ruftdeasexpoetat domdeflaat snhUiSj at Uls 
labitur etUbetur in omae vohtbihs ieVuttL.” * 


* ^Rienistiewaits till thaatawata flow# out, 
but It 

^owtiraaO, asitUowi^ f<»'erer will Sow <ui * 

Hoaaol 


Instead of ihbt, he found, to his un 
epeakable horror, that the Repubhean 
authorities, whom his pnnoiples had 
created, wore infinitely more corrupt 
and oppressive than the anstooratic or 
monarchical had been He adventured 
on the attempt to destroy the imporal 
leled mass of miquity which had nsan 
to the direction of affairs under his 
own sjrstem of umversal suflbage, and 
was oruabed by its weight. Robes 
pierre s career was thus not tbeoffiqinng 
of any individual character, it was the 
result of the delusion of the age, and 
affords a redwUo ad absurdmm of its 
«Tom. And that delusion was the 
belief of the natural innocence of man, 
those erro!r% that it was lawful to do 
evil that good might come of it. 

99 It IS altogether a mistake, there 
foret, to represent the atrocities of the 
Revolution as the work merely of the 
gmlty men who were at its he^ It is 
evident, from every page of its annals 
that these men rose to eminence only 
because they were the representatives 
of its spmi^ and rwlutely detmnti&ed 
to do Its work Equally with Napo 
i6<m during his eaxwer of foreign con 
quest, Robespierre always marched with 
the opinions of five milUons of men 
It was the force of j^ty passion, the 
thirst for ilhcit gratification, the passion 
for general destruction, whudi raised up 
hu army of satellites, in the first oose, 
AS it was iha desire of plunder, the 
thmitforelevation,tke passionfor^xy^ 
in the last Robespierre had no pnvate 
fortune, fOid made none in the mvoIu 
tioa, be died as poor as he lived. What, 
then, was the secret of his astonishing 



with their supposed latemt^ and heart 
and soul actuated by ^eir reid passions 
The Jaoobitx Qub composed im janis- 
Banes, thexevdutxonaryoomimttmtuB 
regular forces. But these jaaissaxies 
and these forces were ^emseb^ un- 
sermed, their mSuenoe waa entir^y a 
moral one they governed the armed 
fi!WCe of the national guards because 
they parteoh of its passions^ and were 
identified with its objectfc 5Phe whole 
standing army of Fmoa vras congre 
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gated on the frontier durmg the Reign 
of Terror I fifteen hundred thousand 
national guards vrere in anas in the 
interior, when a few battahona of them 
at Pena spoke out, the tyranny was at 
end. Hiree thousand men in Ihe Place 
de Gr^ye oyerthrew and made pnaoner 
the tyrant. The crimes of the Revolu 
tion, therefore, were not the exdusiye 
deeds of any particular body of men, 
they were the work of the maaaea, and 
the guilt of them must be borne by the 
immense majority of the French nation 
Their real cause is to be found in the 
overthrow of religion which Voltaire 
effected, the dreams of equality which 
Bottsaeau introduced. 

lOQ There is no character, however, 
which has not some redeeming points, 
pure unmixed wickednees is cirea 
tion of romance, but never yet appeared 
in real life.* Even the Jaoobins of 
Pons were not destitute of good quali 
ties, hifliory wovild deviate equally from 
its first duty, and its chief usefulneas, 
if it did not bring ihem prommently 
forward* Widi the exception of some 
atrocKnis men, such aa Oollot 4'^Her 
bois, Fou<di4, (3amer, and a few 
w ho were viUaina aa base aa they were 
inhuman, almost entirdyguided by self 
3sh motive)^ they were, for the most 
part, possessed of ^me qoalitiee in 
which the seeds of a noble character 
are to be found In moral courage, 
energy of mind, and decision of oon 
duet, thsy yielded to none m ancient 
or modem times their heroic resc^ 
tion to maintaui, amidst unexampled 
penis, the independence of their conn 

* At Uie trial of Burke i» Bdlnbuigb, ou 
December 241828 areftjarkable inicanoeoi 
this occiirroo He was indicted for tb^ 
cold blooded mnrden, parpetrsted on nnsus- 
pectiUff vicUmi, whom nenired into his den, 
to sell tbelr bodies Subsequently it was 
asoortained ho had murdered mieea in this 
wav let this monstir, who waatried along 
with a young woman his aasooiate, with 
whom he Uvea, no sooner heard the verdict 
of the juiy which found hun guilty and aa 
quitted her, than he Uirow his arms around 
her neck sUd kissed hei, saying * Ibssik 
GodI llolen, youaresaved Itoceurredto 
tlis author at the pooineat who conducted 
tbi prosecution on the part of ttie CroWn,—• 

Haw many are there amcng his Judges^ 
jur^ or accusers who in sunfiar ciicum 
riiauoe% would have done the same 


try, was worthy of the best days of 
Roman patriotism They posses^ in 
the highest deme the quality so finely 
I desenbed by &e poet — 

* The unconquerable will 
And study of revenge tmmortal hate. 
With coun^ never to suhnut or yield 
And what is else not to be overcome 

If this strenuouswiH could be separated 
from the obvious necessity of repellmg 
the Aihes, to avoid punishment for the 
numberloM crimes which they had com 
mitted, it would be deserving of the 
highest admiration mmgled, as it ne¬ 
cessarily was m then case, wiA a large 
portum of that baser alloy, ft is stril 
ft redeemmg point in their ctu^acter 
Some of them, doubtless, were elfish 
rapacious, and used their power for 
the purposes of individual lust or pn 
vate emolument. But others, among 
whom we must number Rol^pierre 
and St Just, were entirely free from 
this degrading coutaminn^n, and, m 
the atiHMiiies &ey committed, were gov 
emed, if not by public pnnci^, at least 
by private ainbition. Even the blood 
which they shed was often fhe result, 
m their estimation, not so much of ter 
ror or danger, as of overbearing neces 
sity They deemed it essential to the 
BUjCoesB of freedom, and regarded the 
Tiotuns, who perished under the 
lotme, as the melancholy sacnilce wi uch 
.requn^ to be laid on xts altar 

101 In amving at this frightful con 
fusion, they were, doubtless, mamly 
infioeuced W the perns oS their own 
situation They massacred others be 
cause they were oonacious ^at death, 
were they vanquislied, justly awaited 
thexnselveis. But still we w^ness of 
humanity m their, os in many similoi 
ease^ d^uded them by the magic qf 
wor^, or the supposed infiuence of 
purer motives, and led tiiem to commit 
the greatest onmes, while constantly 
professing, uid often feeling, the noblest 
mtentiona There is notbmg surpns 
ing or incrediUe m this we have only 
to recoUact, all France joined m a 
crusade against Albigeois, and that 
its bravest war^oxa deemed themselves 
secure from eternal, by oonsigmng 
thousands of wretches to 
flames, We have only to go ^pdE^inimft' 
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ginahon, to Gtodfrey of BouiUon and the 
Ohnsban wamoce putting forty thou 
sandumesiating oitucensto deai^ on the 
etorming of Jerusalem^ and wading to 
the Holy Sepulchre onkL^decpm human 
gore—*to be oosTiaoed that such delu 
aiona are not peculiar to any particular 
age or country, but that they are the 
umvei-sai o^prmg of fanatiejsm, whe¬ 
ther in poliidoal or religioixa contesta 
The wntera who x^retent the Jacobine 
as mere bloodthirsty wretchety Tnitom 
initiate m ^eir passion fot destrao* 
tion, aid w^ meaning and aouable, bnt 
weak and ignorant men, unacqtuunted 
with the real working of delusion or 
wickedness m the human hearty and 
calculated to mislead, rather than di 
rect future ages on the approach of 
times similar to that in which these ob- 
taui the ascendancy Vice never ap 
l>eara in suoh colours it inTanably 
conceals its real defomity It la by 
borrowing the language and asaummg 
tlie garb of virtue th^ its greatest feci 
umpha are gained It as the ** deceit- 
fulness of which oonatitates its 
greatest danger, its worst excesses 
ever attest i^e truth of Bocdiefouoault s 
xnaxim, that ''hypootisy is the homage 
which Tice pays to viHue.** If othw 
states are ever to be reded by a Jacobin 
faction, the advent of their power will 
not be marked by sangninary profes- 
mens, or the hideous display of heart¬ 
less atrocity It will be ushered xa by 
the warmest expresstous of philan¬ 
thropy, by boundless hopes cS imicity, 
and profossiexis oftimuimost regard for 

* The ablest and most IntapSsti&g i^ogy 
for the Jscobms is to be found In ^ Xezomzs 
of Levassear do la harthe himself ne feuaon 
jdderablo actor ty their saoguixiarydesdt Zt 
IS nigbly satlsfaotoxy to have sudi a work to 
do jtistlco to their InfeUktiaiui, and Itlsaib* 
vourable symptom of the love of hsnsrtil^ity 
in the human heart that STen Him^erse 
and St Just haro had their deihedenk 

Whatever Opinions may be entortahmd on 
thu T^ohit, one thing seems Tory clear wt 
Kobespiems abiHtWs were of the highest 
order and that the Contrary miaiooi ex¬ 
pressed ty so many of lus cont^pemries 
wore sugAstod by envy or^Orrw It istnt- 
possible in any Other way to account for h)bi 
long donnnion over yranee at a. period when 
lalmjm every CM* Was hurtod forth In wild 
the great oentealittwm at 
^ wsuflhd^t indicafeohdrtim 


the great principles of public justice and 
general happmess** 

102. Thete is no opinion more fi*e 
quendy stated by the aunabsts and hie 
tonazta of the Bevolution on the popu 
lar mde in France^ than that the march 
^e Bevolution was inevitable, that 
an invincible fatality attende all such 
convulsions, and that by no human ex 
erkons could its progress have been 
changed, or its horrors sverted.t The 
able vrorkfl of Thi^ Mignet, and many 
oUierg, are mainly dueo^ to this end, 
and it constitutes, m their cBtimation, 
the best apology for the Eevolutmu. 
Never was an opinion more eironcous 
There is nothing m the annals of hu 
man aiairs which warrants the conclu 
Bioii,that improvementneoeaaaiily leads 
to revolution, and that in revoiutiou a 
sucoesaion of rulers, each more sangmu 
ary and atrocious ihan the preceding, 
must be endured before the order ^ 
society u restored*. It la not the career 
of reform, it m the career of gttiif, which 
leads to these oonsequenoes this de 
ploxable succession took place in Fxwee^ 
not because changes were xnade^ but 
because boundless crimes in the couiko 
of these changes were committed The 
paertisana of liberal institatiaiui have 
Mien mto a capital error, w^n, in their 
anxiety to exculpate the aSon in the 
lievolution, they have laid its horrors 
on the cause of the Bevolutmai itself 
to do so, was to brand the cause of tree 
dom With infamy, when that iniamy 
should have been confined to its wicked 
supporters, Itwas the early comnussiun 

vigour of his mind, they are distinguished 
in many instances by | nervous eloquence* a 
fearless energy a snnpie and manly oast of 
thotigUfe very difE^ient firom most of the 
frothy dedamatkms at the tribune. 

t This doctrine is the one put by ComeiUo 
into the month of Theesus — 

'^ZiBme est done tout Seclave unsloisouve 

fsloe 

Ters ie ton qu le mal ineesasxmneni 1 en 

* fe^e, 

St nOQB no lecevons si oitote id d^ 

Vt oette hbortS qui natieu h choisir 
AttSchdrsane reuk^ h oet ordre subUmo 
Tertoeux eansmSiite et vicieux sans crime 
mwSaeie loa roiS» qu on Itato IsS autela 
(rest ^a fonts dm dloux, et non pas des mor- 
tele*’ 

QkUp^ Art til toeus 6. 
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of crime by the leaden of the move- 
zatiit which precipitated and rendered 
u retrievable ita eubnequont soeuea , the 
career of pasaion in natione la precisely 
similar to its excessea in inmvidualBi 
and Bubjeet to the same moral lawa. If 
we would seek the key to the frightful 
aberrations of the Revolution, we have 
only to turn to the exposition, by the 
gt%at English divines, oi the progress of 
goiliy paodons in the inoividual The 
description of the one might pass for a 
faithful portrait of the other * There 
IS a necessity to which both are sub 
jected t but it is not a blind fabdity, or 
a neceasaiy connection between change 
and convulsion It is the moral law of 
nature, that vice, whether in nations or 
private men, when the proffered oppor 
tuuitios of repentance have been ne¬ 
glected, IS mode to work out its deserved 
pun isbmc nt m the efforts which it makes 
toi its own gratification 

For thtT ehaU bo&r me coll and ofb bo 
warud 

Their sinful state and to appease betimes 
Th inccn/Ad Doity while onbr d grace 
Invites for I will clear their senses dfurk 
What may suffice aud soften st^y hearts 
To pray repent, and bring obedience due 
This my long sufferanco aud day of grboSy 
^hoywhtv neglect and scorn sbiul never taste 
But hard be narden d blind be blinded more^ 
That thei in ^ stumble on, and deeper fail 
Aud tioue butkach Irom mercy I exclude, f 

103 The death of Hebert and the 
Anarchists was that of guilty depravity, 
that of Kobespierro ISt Just of san 

* Bdce for example^ lbs ibfiowiiig psatm 
from Aiulit^shop ifUotson 'All vioeetanoa 
upon a precipice to engage lu any siohil 
coarse is to run down the hllL If we once 
let loose the propensities of our nature, we 
cannot gather in the reins and goveva them 
as w o please, it is mueU easier not to begin a 
bed course than to stop it when begun ^ia 
a good thing for a man m think to set bounda 
toniniself In aayrtluug that lb bad to fesolrs 
to sin lu numtSr weight, and neasux% with 
great tomperance and disocetioni thathewUl 
commit this slii, and then gi^e over to en 
tenoui but tbn one temptation and after 
that shut the door and admit no more OttT 
corrupt hearts when they are onoe set i» 
motion me like thevaglng sem to which we 
can sot no bounds, uor say to 11^ Hitherto 
ahalt thou oome, ondnoluraie? Sin is vdty 
cuatuug aud dccoiifuh and does straiigsily 
upon uion when ones they xive way to 
It IS of a very bewitehlnn nature and 
hath sir mge arts of oddrost and inahiuafion 
The gl vihg way tg a small sin does niarreilotts 


goinary fanaticism, that of Dantou and 
his conftideratea, of stoical infidelity, 
that of Madame Boland and the Giiou 
dists, of reckless ambition and deluded 
virtue, that of Louis and his family, of 
religious forgivefiess The moralist will 
contrast the different effects of virtue 
and wickedness in the last moments of 
life, theOhnstian will mark with thank 
fulness the supanonty, in the supreme 
hour, to the subliiftest efforts of human 
virtue, which was evinced by the be 
lieveis m his own faith. It is this su 
penonty which provides a remedy for 
the injustice which has occasioned it, 
Poatenfcy invariably declares for the 
cause of virtue, for it has ceased to 
have any interest to support that of vice 
The match of democracy, though not 
prevented by the wisdom of man, is 
speedily stopped by the laws of nature 
The people in the end learn from their 
own su&nng, if they will not from the 
experience ot others, that the gift ot vm 
bounded political power is fatm to those 
who receive it, that despotism may on 
gmate m the workshop of the aitisan 
as well as in the palace of the sovereign, 
and that those who, yielding to the 
wiles of the tempter> eat of the forbid 
den fruity must be dnven from the joys 
of Piufadise, to wander amid the suffei 
mg of a guilty world. Qenius, long a 
stnmgao: to cause of order, resumes 
her place by its aide, she gives to a 
suffenng, what she rinsed to a ruling 

^ prepare and dispose a man for a grt.ator 
^ givt&g way to one little vice after another, 
ths sbrot^teat resolution may be brokou lU 
scarce Imaglnabie of what force a single bad 
action la to produce more for sin is very 
teeming and msUfUl, imd though tUtre be no 
bleMifig sfiuexod to tk yet it does strangely 
tnoreaee and mul^y As there is a con 
nexion of one virtue vdth anotUor so viul 
are linked together, and one aln draws many 
after ii. Whoa the devil tempts a man to 
ooKinnt any w^dcodnoBa be does, as it wtxe, 
lay alQDg traiii of sins, audif thefirst temp- 
tationtake they give nxe to another l^us 
then resist Ihe qf nn/ because we 

l»ve ihtm most powen fuad sih least -~Tn> 
bOtsoK Serm x 1,01 fol ed -^ThiB 

ndghtstondfor agmphicpioiui^ down 
ward pTLgt^cf {herevoIuUotkaiT'passion in 
nations, philosophy Will strive In vain to give 
so dear an elucadstion of the causes Which 
render it, when once ihoroughly awaken^^ 
so destructive la lU career 
1 
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poww The mdigDfttion of virtue, ihe i tiou to those which ere to succeed it 
satire of talent, is wreaked on the pan Whatever may be the tetnponuy asoen 
dwers to popular gratification, the sy dancy of violence or wavehy, there can 
cophanoy of jounisls, the basraess of be but one opinion as to the final ten 
preeS} tyranny of the mob, em d«sicy of the laws of nature We can 
idoy the pencil of the Tacitus who por discern the rainbow of pmoe,. though 
trays the decline and fall of such con not ourselves destined to readi toe mtk 
viiluons. It 18 this reaction of Genius of aalva^on, and look forward with 
agamstViolenoe, of Virtue against Viee, confidence to the fbture improvement 
which steadies the march of human of toe species, from amidst the storm 
events, and renders the xnisenee of one which is to subv^ the monarchies of 
age toe source of elevation and inatruc Europe 


CHAPTER XVI 

CAUFAlON OP 1794 

1 ^'Tas war, stys Jonuni, ^'so rato evanescent passions into alaatmg form 
ly provoked by tojadeclmnatioos of toe Liberty without discipline would have 
Girondists, was hardly oommenced m pensh^ in licentiousness, discipline 
good earnest, when it becune evident witoout spxnt would have proved m 
that all toe established relations and adequate to^the struggle it was the 
balance of power m Europe werev-to be combination of the two which became 
dissolred m toe struggle France and so fiital to toe European monarchies, 
England had not yet joined lu mortal and, by taming all the energies of 
oonfliet, and yet it was easy to fm^ssee Frmiee mto one regulated channel, cos- 
that the one was declined to become verted the Beign of Terror into the 
ixTCBiatible at land, and the ewer to School of Conquest 
acquire toe dominion of toe seas.” It 2 Rut while these changes weie m 
was nottha mere energy of toeBerolu progress on the Contiuent of Europe, a 
tion, nor toe closing of all other avenues very different fate awaited the naval 
of enmlo^enty ^^fhieh produced the arraomMits of France. Power at sea, 
fearfolimhtatypowerofFrance These unlike victory at laud, cannot apftiig 
causes, while they alone were m ope- frm mere suffenng, or fromltoc energy 
ration, proved totally insufficient to of destitute wavnors tvMed out with 
witoatynd theshodt <fftoedffictplmed arins m toeir hands to shd op 

of Germany It wastoe Subse pressmankmd. ilectot^s^renautiw 
queut despotism ^ toe Committee of skilh commercial yfmXh, and ext^ive 
iSiblxcSidTation winch consolidated toe oredii Centuries of pac^o exertion, 
otoerwiae discordant materials c€ the hahitoacqmi'cd during many successive 
Revolttitoa, by sapennducing the ter^ generations, are eseential to greatness 
ror of autoonty on the fervour of foes- un element The genem meets 
dom. The mem strengto of entousiaa^ with jtwiourcca of all kinds in toe coun 
tic feeling, even when exerted la tries into whidh he toms his troops, 
noblest of caimH-toat of nattonidi!^ ike adtound findf nothing to support 
fence—never proddee those him m sterile waste of the ocean 

oud peraeverine efforts which #md before he c«n wen put to sea and 

durable success. It m Wiirwer orate the fwy of toe waves, he must 
'^hich can toe hate Udd in mrtoxtfite stores, and con 
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Btnioted and equipped his vessels at aA danger of the illegal and revolutionaiy 
euonnouB expense Without an aoou societies which had been formed in 
innlation of capital, and the gradual every part of the kingdom, in close al 
tormation of a nursery of seamen, it is hance with the French Convention, left 
m vam to contend with an established no room for doubt that vigorous mea 
naval power The destruction of the sures were neceasary to arrest the con 
capiUl and oommerce of France durmg tagion For this purpose, the suspen 
the fiuy of the Revolution, while it sion of the Habeas Corpus Act was 
augmented, by the misery it produced, proposed m Parliament by government, 
the military, destroyed, by t^ penury mid excited the most angry discussions 
it ocoasion^ the mantune resources both in the legislature and the nation 
of the Republic Before the Bntish Mr Fox object^ m the strongest man 
fleets had issued from their harbours, ner to the proposed measiu'e, as de- 
the flag of France had almost disap- structive to the best principles of Bri 
peared from Uie seas, commercial tish liberty **Was the government 
wealUi, private enterprise, were ex about, he exclaimed, **m. their rage 
tuQgaished, and the sanguinaiy go at the hatred excited by their tyranny, 
vemment found that victories were not to erect tribunals to punish the indig 
to be acquired at sea, like conquest nant public? Was terror, as in France, 
land, by merely forcing column after to be made the order of the day, and 
column of conscripts on board their not a voice to be allowed to be lifted, 
vessels. against government * Was it resolved 

3 The consequence was, that flrom to demolish the British constitution, 
the very first the naval supenonty of one part after another^ under pretence 
Great Bntain becameapparent. Fi*ance, of preventmg its destractidn by French 
at the commencement oi the war, bad principles I The object of the societies, 
eighty two ships of the line, and se which they did not scruple to avow, 
venty-seven It^tes, but the officers, was to obtan universal suflhige. The 
chiefly drawn firom the anstocratic word Convention was now h^ up as 
classes, had in great part emigrated at an object of alarm, as if from it some 
the commencement dt the Revolution, calamity impended over the country, 
nnd those of an inferior order who sup and ye^ what was a convention but an 
phed their place, were deficient both in assembly ? If the people did anything 
the education and experience requisite illegal, theywerehabk to be imprisoned 
for the naval service On the other and punished at the common kw Did 
hand, Great Bntain hod one hundred it follow because improper ideas 
nud tweniy nine ships of the Ime fit of government had been taken up by 
for sea, besides twenty four guard the French^ oi because liberty had been 
ships, and above one hundred fr^tes, thwe abuB^,mmilajr misfortunes would 
of which mnety of each class were im befall this country I Had that nation 
mediatriy put m commission, while been protected by a Habeas Corpus 
seamen of the best description, to the Act—had the government been con 
amount of eighty five thousand were strained by stimding laws to respect 
drawn from her inexhaustible merchant the nghta of the community—^ihee» 
uervioe Unable to face ^eir enemies tenets would never have found an en 
in largo fleets, the French navy re tcuoee into that unhappy country By 
mained in Mial inactivity, but their panty of ipas<m, they were only to be 
merchants, destitute of any pacific cm dreaded here if the sofeguarda bf the 
ployment for their money, fitted out an constitution were removed Vfere the 
immense number of privateers, which,* freedom of meeting tb complain of 
for a considerable time, proved ex gnevanoes to be Uikm away, what 
treiaely injunoua to British commerce would soon bee^e of our boasM 

4 Tne efforts govemm^t at the stitution ? And If it la to bo withdrawn 
same period were vigorously directed till the discontented are rooted ont^ or 
to the suppresnen of ^ledition m Great the thUet for uncontroUed 

Britain The greatextent and obvious suaged m government, ft wdnever bo 
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restored, and the liberties of English 
aien are finally destaroyed 

5 On the other hand, it vraa con 
tended by Mr Pitt and Lord Lough 
borough> that the question was, *'Who 
thar the dangers threatening the state 
were not greater than any arising £rom 
the BUBpettsion proposed, whicA rras 
only to last for six months, and in the 
mean tame would not ai&ct the nghts 
of any class of society The tru^ was, 
that we were dtireii to the necessity of 
imitating French violence, to lesist the 
contagion of French pmciples Was 
lenity to be admitted whi n the conati 
tution was at stake f Were a Conven 
tioii upon JacobmprincipleB once estab 
liahed, who could foresee where it would 
end? Not to stop the progress of these 
opmiona, were no bettei than granting 
a toleration to sedition and anarchy 
It IS m vain to deny the existence of 
designs agxinst the govemment and 
oouBtitution , and what mode of com 
bating them can be so reasonable as the 
present suspension, which does not op 
pose the right of the people to meet 
togetha? to petition for i^orm, or a 
redress of abuses, but only aivosi at pre- 
venUngthe establishment of a power 
m ^e state supenor to that of rorlm- 
ment itself? The papers produced be* 
fore 1^6 Oonunittee demonstrate clearly 
that this is then object^ and they 
are leagued with all the societies which 
have Drought desolaticn upon France, 
the; have chosen a oontral spot to facl 
litato the assembly of demagogues from 
all quarters Every sooie^ has been 
requested to transmit an aoeount of its 
numbers, and anna have been procured 
and libo^y distributed unless these 
proceedings hre speedily checked, the 
govemm^t wiQ sobn be set na^ht, 
and a revolution# with all its homua, 
overspread the land. Farhamentasy 
reform was tried# settled, and extin 
gmshed in 17dl and 1782, it can only 
now be used as a oovw for deeper de« 
The phrase 'pariuunentacy re 
form^ no more legSliaCS seditious meet* 
mgs, than ^ God save tl^ King/ tmtten 
a* ihA hc^m of an msuiTeotiofutty 

W ^wtMfbcu, would naake it nmceeatp 
aaid of the low rank of the 
most of these societies# and 
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their little power to do misohisf, but 
it IS easy to treat as imaginary all dan 
gers that are checked in the bud. One 
of the finest poets has said,-— 

^TreosCns are never own d but when desoriod, 
SueeessfUl cnxneH alone are justified ^ 

Moved by these aiguments, the House 
of Commons passed the bill for sospen 
sion by a niajoiity of 2GI to 42 It 
was adopted by the Lords without a 
division. 

6 Yanons prosecutions took place 
in Scotland, which terminated m the 
conviction and transportation of the 
accused, of whom Hardy, Palmer, 
Muir, and Gerald were the most re 
markable Great was the mdignaldan 
which this necessary and well timed 
seventy produced m the demooratio 
pmty in Great Britain, and their 
w liters, without one exception, for the 
next half century, stigmatised 
Scotch convictions as an unnecessary 
and m^ustifiable stretch of oppreSsiom 
But truth IS ^reat, and wiU prevail 
The Whig party, m consequence of the 
1 evolution in England of 1832, got poa 
session of power, which they held for 
the next seventeen years, un^r differ 
tnt adnumstratiaDs# without laterxms- 
sioii,--*- 02 id they then had an <q)portu 
mty of catryicg them pnnctplef of go 
vemment into executmn The result 
was the Repeal agitation, followed by 
the rebellion of 1848 m Ireland, and 
the Chartist oonspuaoy, which so sen 
ously tluHfltened the nmnorchy m Ap^ 
1848# in Bngiaad. To repress these 
dattg^ the Whig adnumrizwtion were 
compelled to pass a spemal statute/ 
au1^omm|; Ihe transportatioji of of 
fondeiB m serious oases of sedition, as 
had of old common law of 

Soctland, and the very same punish 
meat# on cenvustion undSr it, was m* 
fiioted on and Mhttm in Ire¬ 

land, which had been stiimiiatu»d as so 
unjust when proiKmuoed on Muir and 
Faints ut 17^ f In Eni^aiid no less 

» The 8 and e Tick, a 78 

t It la often arid diet these Seetthh mar 
tm as thm were cSlIed were teuqiorted 

rndvootfung ppstiamentery refformt whioh 
waa afterwards aoopted Iw the k^slature 
in 1SS2, and, under the mfiuence of titis 
opinion, a mchument, during the Belbrm for 
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than four Cliaj*tiata were, in 1S4S, sen 
tenced to transportation for life at tlie 
Old Bailey for seditiozL bo true it la 
that initial seventy in political offeuoea 
IB often true humanity, and that the 
opposite ten^onsing system often m 
duces the reality of oppression, to avoid 
its imputation 

7 The result was different lu Eng 
land The attention of the }>eople was 
deeply excited by the inal of Hardy, 

vour was raised to thom by the more violent 
of that party on the Calton Hill of Edib 
hurgh lliti opinion however is entirely 
crrooeous They were not transported &r 
advoeatiua parliamentary I efonn but for ad¬ 
vocating lie support by the illegal and trea 
aonable device of a Briush convention which 
WM to tttpereede FarUament, and cones- 
poaduag s^eties^ which wore to spread its 
ramiftcatkms throughcmt the realm Any oh 
jeot how legitimate soever ---as the rrauo 
c&ou of tasces a change in the laws or an ol 
tersttou lu domestic or foreign policy —be 
eomea equally seditious or treasonable if 
Awarded by such xtcaQS, wbidi plainly su 
peraode goveramentj and must lead to oivU 
war That the BcotoU judgineiits were entire- 
Iv conformable to Scotcnlaw has been long 
ago demonstrated—See Humes CrimtnM 
Soff vol 1 p. B57 and Alison 
qfdngiand, i BS5-6B7 That they wereen 
tirely eonfhnaable to enpecUenoe, and die 
tated 1^ state neeessityThas been proved by 
the fiuft, that the Bngush government were 
driven to the passing of a statute deoUr 
lag sedition, in aggravated oases punishable 
by tmnmrtotion, and a suspension of the 
Haboae Oorpus Aet-^hat to the adopUon 
m Mo of Mr Pittas measuxes—in 184S, under 
the TOldai&ce aC a Whig csibinet, of whiLh 
LordCoaipbeU one of the last and ablest of 
the oppooients of Mr Fitts repressive mea- 
Burea, was a member 

* The oomhiasAlon against which, on this 
ooeasion, the powers of government were en 
eimssd, was of the most extensive kind and 
embraced the whole of Great Bntam in its ra- 
mll^tio&s. The prisoners were diargedwHb 
hlsm treason, In having oosqpkired to subvert 
the Kiw and levy war agsonst hie govern* 
xnentr tnal, which oceSpiedihree week% 

excited the utmost hriersst in all parts m 
tooountry, djuiag its whole oentmuanoe, 
the avenues to the eouit end the court its^ 
were filled with ssmioue spsctaWxn The 
opening speech of Hr Hoott, the Attorney 
aanenu (afterwards bord Bldeni eoouo^ 
uliiefacMirB therepisrofMr StrskmandSix 
^itaryOil^ was of the same length. The^ 
priaouen were iiHhcted fi>r high treason-^the 
only step In the whole proeimding of which 
the policy was questionable, nS it required a 
Btramed, or at feast strict, interpretation of 
the law to bring the pHaoitMW within tiie 
provision ofthetr^uson law onriie ftottog 
otbaving been guilty of * Constructive Trea 
sou,* wuotees the evidenoe of theur being 


Thelwall, and Home Tooke, for treason, 
in London* The doeumenta on which 
the prosecution waa founded, left no 
doubt that these persons had been deep 
ly impbcated xn designs for the violent 
change, if not the total subversion, of 
the government, by means of a oonven 
tion of their own formation, not through 
the constitutional channel Pailia 
ment^ The prosecutions, therefore, 
were justiffable and necessaiy, and yet 

guilty of the minor crime of sedition was 
not only ample, but overwhelming Hardy 
was the secretary of the aasoriation, the pro 
fesHod oteect ot which was parUameutary re 
form but the illegality and danger of which 
consisted in this—that this, a legitimate ob 
jectifpursucd by legitimate means, -was pro 
l>ossd to be brought about, not by the luwM 
meins which the constitu^on rocO^iaed 
but by inttnudation violence and if neces 
sary Insurrection In the Rights of Mon, 
by Iboxnas Fame ^fliomher of the French 
Convention which the Aespciatlou oxten 
finely circulated, it was said— Hereditoty 
suction requires a belief ftom man to 
which hie reason cannot subsenbe themore 
Ignorant any country is, the better is it fitted 
for that species of govenunent A general 
rtvoluhan in Vu eonifrttriten ofgoverwments k 
necetoary Usurpation cannot wter the right 
of things Sovereigstv as a matter ot n^ii 
apperti^ to the nation only, not a&> in 
dividual The roinanUo and barbarous class 
ingof men into kings and subjects though it 
may smt courtiers cannot do so to citizens 
All heleditary government is in its nature 
tyranny When the bagatelles of monarchy 
regency, and hereditary sucoession shall be 
exposed with all their anurditiee, a new ray 
of ugpht will be thrown over the world and 
tho revohUMi will denie new strength by 
being umversally understood. It is now the 
oKOfie ofalt nations against all courts. The 
addresses from rmublican societies in France 
to the Society, sad found among their papers^ 
and from the Association to them, or to the 
oorrsspo&diog societies in Great Britain con 
tsineaample evidsnoeot their practical adop 
tion and preparation of measures to carry 
Into exeeaition thess priocii^es A letter 
signed by the chairman and sooreiaiy Uth 
Oct oontained these expressions^’ 
rants and tyranny ore no more* How well 
purchassd will tAovgA ot tils mrpsnis qf 
mnekbiovdf the glorious and unprecedented 
advantage of saying' Mankind is free' ’ la 
answer to one of tue vehement addresses of 
the Fren^ Convention thepresldeatisleiter 
ftund entered in the books wthsi Asporiiition, 
bears— You have addressed us with some* 
thing more than good wishes, <a sup^ of 
arms tot the soldiiirs of freedomX si^ the 
oondition if ear iMiriert has exrited your 
splkitude The defenders of our liberty will 
one day be the supporters of your own Tim 
moment cannot be dutontwhen p^pio 
of Fsanoe wtil Ihe^ congxatuMtioM 
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—so readily does good spnag out of the 
coHiiictmg feelings of a I'eally free com 
momty—tlieir by the inde 

pendent verdict of a Bnttsh jury, is to 
be regarded as an emmently fortunate 
event at that period. After so signal a 
triumph of popular principle, the most 
iaotious lost power of alleging that 
the liberties of Great Britain were on 
the dedme satisfied with this great 
victory over their supposed oppreB»drs» 
the people relapsed into dieir ancient 
habits of loyalty, wtdle the vehent^t 
demagogues, who had made so narrow 
an escape from the aeafiold, hesitated 
before resorting again to practices of 
which the penl to themselves, as well 
At to the country, was now made mam* 
fast l%e spirit of innovation, depnved 
of foreign support, and steadily resisted 
by the government rapidly withered m 
the British soil, the passions of men, 
tamed into another channel, soon fixed 
on different objects, and the proaecu 
iion of the iiw widk Stance became as 

ynHonai(hnteniM^0ntfU^ tbeM apd 
a vast number of docomentsoontainiagdmi 
lar expreaetona left no room fot dor^t that 
tlie acseot of tiiie ▲eaoaaition wae to erect a 
l^ulahut af thetr owe, which was to super 
seethe Parliament. Indeed this was openly 
avowed by fiiem On Jan 379^ a gene* 
M pubUahedandcirotilat<d by 
bore*-** How are we to 
Freon the laws, aelong as any 
redress can be obtained from th«n but we 
must hotexpect figs from tmaties We dnist 
have Tedrese from ear otm lam and mcC jfireta 
the hnwe/oar phuMfiovri, fi^apprti 

$m And it was deeigM ^t, upon the 
IntroductloA Of any bill inimlehL to toe Uber 
tu.» of seob as sospendlag the 

Habeas Anti’ ^ comhuttee imould 
issoe sumbienies forthwith for the couvoca- 
ilottofag^Beraloenvention of thi people for 
the puri^ of such measures into 

their oottsiderattoo. On fiOth Jon I7P4, a 
uent committee was a|^lnted» to consider 
what measuM might Jto neteseeiy, oooord 
ing to tt^ taeoso^reauf the House of Com 
mens and at n meeting held on Sdfii Dec 
1T98 HrBedheadToytm^cneoftheepeakent 
said to the Asaoetatioh that it wu impos¬ 
sible to do waythin^wlthoAtmmeblood, and 
he hoped to Ses Afr and tki keadi 

vpen, ywapis Hdui' whofwnpen idl the meet¬ 
ing rose up and ehebhbMidsWith him 
These andiusauaraOenmentsandpropeed 
ings leftimrtfQinaslotbftObJeeUorfiiaAs- 
sooiatlon but sblHihm Was great legal 
culty in bringing ihe eaia of the prisoners 
,^hin the rtuB m ovmt a^ cither ii^w 
mgent to Cbtnpasa tlm king's dei^ or 
levy warIgtlipfi. him, or depose mm fiwth his 



great a source of interest to the multi 
tude, as it had ever been to remcdel the 
constitution after the example of the 
Constituent Assemhly 
8 The oontmuanoe of the war again 
gave rise to animated debates m both 
Eoum of parliament. On the part of 
the Oppositum, it was utged by Imr Fox 
andllrShendan, “That the conduct of 
government, since the wai commenced, 
had been a total departure tpoxa the 
principles of moderation, on which they 
had so much pndied tibL^mselves before 
it broke out Th^ then used language 
which breathed om^ the strictest neu 
trahty, andthis continued even after the 
king had been deUironed, and many of 
the worst atrocities of the Bevolution 
had been perpetrated but now, even 
though we did not altogether rej^ne 
gotiation, we put forth dcxfiaraticms evi¬ 
dently calculated to render it impossi¬ 
ble, and shake ail fiuth in our national 
mti^grity ThoAUiea had first by Prince 
OoTOuig issueda proclamation,in which 

gcvenument, Af^rdiagly numy able law 
yets thinkriwaoqtdtialcfftbe prisoners of the 
high treason chaiged hew dearly soever they 
were ftand guilty of sedHioa wasafotiunate 
ciFcumstaaoe, as it avonce saved the law and 
stopped the treason,*—defefnah, October 26 
171>4,mdTWns8Zifitt/J:ordJilt^l 246-261 

Oeoigein whoso stoong haturd sagacity 
had mme him averse to me prpsecutum of 
these offences as high treason from the be¬ 
ginning war reiobM at the acquittals Ad 
dreisiQffLctdChanceUarTjOUghhoroag^ who 
was understood to have taken a Wading part 
in reeommmding them he mid^ Tcu nave 
got into the wrong box, my Im«ycu have 
got into the wrong MX eonstrafihre treason 
won*tdo, mvlocd,coiiStiRietiveii!eas9UWon t 
do —toan Csttriiicfctk Mm ef the Chancel- 
ton vl 207 

The fifufiah lawyers were Ihnded in this 
serious diiemroa, Awm the obvious dirii^ of 
the law which reoegnised nc medium be 
tween aeditten, puaishabls only by tmprisoa 
mont and high treason, to whi<fii the highest 
pains were attadbed The tn^ medhiitt was 
jamfliar to ^e fieotoh law, which held the 
more aesdcnacaaea of sedition—thoeelnwhlriCi 
ciri) war and a (oceible change of government 
were recommended or pointed at—aa punish 
able bv ttmMportaUoi!—a penalty certainly 
tiettop heawTcr so dhngbrous adeltoqueney 

The Insiction of thU penally on the leading 
delmquents in 8oot)and,waase long made the 
antde^ of Invmvo by fiie IBngUsli dmo 
taaficpmty htosmseitwaaaooeoessaryand 
effhetoal—it hit iaeoluito treason between 
Wind and water and hence the clamour 
raiBed agatsst It, aathe rosy against nil effec¬ 
tive rctaedtea of ftvourite public dclusiouA 
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they engaged to retain whatOTer jrtrong 
horn they might eonquer, merely m 
pledge fbr Loqib EVII» and five days 
aftemardfl) to their eternal dugntce, 
they revoked that very proclamation, 
aiid openly avowed the intention, educe 
uniformly acted upon, of making a me 
thodical war of conquest on France 
Suppoemg that the Bntish government 
should be able to clear itself of all share 
m this infamoue transaction, what waa 
to be stdd d the declaration issued by 
Lord Hood on the 23d August, on the 
capture of Toulon, wfaetem he took poS- 
semon oi the town cti the egress con 
ditioas of maantaining the constitution 
of 1739, preserving the fleet of Louis 
XVII, and protecting all brexuflunen 
who repured to our standard ?—after 
which came a dark enigmatical declar 
ation from h» Majesty, which, stripped 
of the elegant rubbish with uhidi it 
was loaded, amounted merely to this, 
that the restoration of monarchy was 
the only condition on which we would 
treat with France Has anything oc 
curred to alt^ the probability of sue 
cess in the war Have the tnuniphs of 
the coahtion m Flanders been so very 
bnlliant, the success of Lord Moira s 
expedition to OranviUe so decisive, the 
efibxts at Toulon so viotonous, as to 
afford more cheenng proepects than 
were held oat at its commencement? 
Has the Intmewl condition (ff that ooun 
try, and Ihe prospects of the Royalist 
p^y> hnproved so much under the sys¬ 
tem clibamga attu^ as to render it ad 
visidile tooOtttMBUe the contest for their 
cakes? lsnottli6uitem«d state of France 
so divided, tlmt )t is impossible to say 
that the Roydist party, even in the dis 
incts most sttamed to immardiioal 
prinGi];deB^ could agree an any form oi 
governtOmiif And what have we done 
to suppoittlftm ? Liberated the gam 
sons d Valenciennes and Maysnot, 
when they were shut up within their 
walls, and ^ven them the means, by the 
absurd o^pitatatimi which we gtacdedf 
of acting With deoiaive efibet agamat 
their Royalwt&Uow atisenBinthewest 
of France! All tlm treatiee we have 
entered into contained a oiaos^ by 
which the c^traoUng partito bound 
themselvea pd to lay down tb^ ams 


tddle any part of the temiory of either 
of them remained m the bands of the 
enemy How have they adhered, or are 
likely to adhere, to this stipulation? 
How has Frusaia adhared ? Why, she 
publicly declared her intention of lay 
ing down her arms, at the very time 
when large parts of her allies temtones 
were in the occupation of the enemy, 
because she had discovered that thewar 
was burdensome ^The Emperor has re 
fused to agree to this secession, and 
Prussia has been retamed an unwilhng 
and feeble combatant on our side, only 
by the bribe of enormous subsidies. It 
IS evident what the result will be oui 
allies will one by one drop off, or be 
come so ineffloient as to be perfectly 
useless, when the contest proves either 
perilous or burdensome, and we shall 
be left alcme, with the whole weight of 
a conteBt on oui own shouldere, under 
token for no legitimate object, conti 
nued for no conoeivnhle end. 

9 It IB in vain to conceal that we 
have made no advance whatever towarda 
any rational prospect of closing the con 
test with either honour or advantage 
lu the first campaign, the Duke of 
Btimswiek was dmeated, and Flanders 
overrun, in the next, the xs^oi^ formid 
able confedenuy ever fonned in Europe 
has been baffled, and a fhnous cml war 
in different parta of the Republic extm 
guiahed. what have we to oppose to 
^iB astonishing exertion of vigour? The 
capture of a few sugar islaiw in the 
West Indies Of whst avail are they, 
or even the mreumiipnbiBg tiie territo 
nal limits of Franhe itseu, when such 
eletnents of strength exist in its late 
nor ? But let us revert to our old pol 
iGy of attending to our maritime con 
cems> and disr^fardmg the anarchy an^ 
eiviii wars of the neighbouring states, 
and then, indeed, the conquests in the 
Bast and West Indies would afford an 
excellent foundation for the only de 
sirable object—a general padficatiOn 
AB viawB^f aggrandisement on the paH 
of France are tmaKctitia&le, 

and mmsd he otoufoned ^ Aai power, 
so tiiat tim prmBsed oliylMt of w 
—permanent eecunty to oniwdves^ 
may now seourtdy be t>btah>o4r 
UO Oh tile other hand oem* 
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tended by Mr Fitt find Mr Jenkinaon,* 
That the real object of ^e war fh>m 
ihe outset had been to obtam indem 
uity for poet and aecunty for the 
future Are erther of Haeae objects 
likely to be obtained at ttiu penod f At 
presenti there is no security for the oon 
twuanoe of peace^eren if it were signed, 
for a bingle hour Every successive fao 
tion which has na«a to the head of 
affairs in France, has perished the mo 
xnent that it attempted to imprint mo 
deration on the external or internal mea¬ 
sures of the Revolution, What over 
tiirew the admimatmtion of Nedker? 
Moderation 1 What destroyed the Or- 
leanists, the Girondists, the Bnssotina, 
and all the various parties which have 
suooesdively nsen and fallen lu that 
troubled hemisphere ? Moderation t 
What has given its long lease of^wer 
to the aaarohics} faction of which wbes 
pierre is the heud ? The total want of 
moderation the infernal energy, the 
iinmeamired wickedness, its mea 
cures What pirospeot is there of enter¬ 
ing into a lasting aooomxaodatioa with 
a power, or whai the guanuxtee for the 
observance of treataes^a fsetion, whom 
asingle nocturnal iunn^t mayhurl hrom 
the seat of goverameat, to make way 
for some othw more outrageons and ex 
iravagant than itself? The campaign 
hitherto has only lasted a few weelm, 
yet in that tone we have taken Landre- 
cies, fonnexly considered as the key o£ 
Franoe, and thoogh we have lost Oour- 
toay and Mtuun, yet the vigour and re 
s^utien With wluj^ the whole aRied 
anny has combated, gives good reason 
to hope, if not for a succeae^l march to 
Pans (winch, howimr, is by no means 
impuohahle), at least fer Smdi m addl- 
iaon to t2i«&ontierbiU3tor as may prove 
at once a curb on France, and esoxoel 
]^t base ^ ofbiuave operaticmx It » 
impossible to wf what government we 
are to propose Ibr m the oveftt 

of the Jacobins boing overthrown, be¬ 
cause that mnatdepmid on ^ areutn^ 
atanoes of the times, and the wisfaes of 
its ndiabitants, but tjik mieSh may 
aafbly be affirmed, that, with the sen 
guinary faotioii which now rules its 
coimcUa, aocommodaiton is impoesilde; 

Lord Uveipw^ 


[chap XVI 

11 " The present 19 not a contest for 
distant or contingent objects, it is not a 
contest for power or glory, as little is it 
A contest for commerdiai advantage, or 
anypartmnlarformofgovemxnettt Itia 
a contest for the security, the tvanqi^ 
Uty, and the very existenoe of Great dtx 
tain, connected with that of every esta- 
Idished government, and every country 
m Europe. This was object ef tlm 
war &om its oommeneement, and every 
hour tends more strongly to demon 
strate its jnstioa. In the outset, the 
internal anarchy of Franoe, how dia 
tressmg or alaTOing soever, wss not 
deemed a sufficient ground for the hos 
tile interference of this country, but 
could the same be affirmed, when the 
King was beheaded, and a revolutum 
aiy army, spreading eveiywhme the 
most dangerous do^hes, overwhelm 
ed the Low Oountries ? Is that clanger 
now at an end z The prospect of bnng 
mg the war to a condusion, as wdl as 
the security for any engagements which 
we may form with France, must ultt 
mately d^>end upon the destructicm 
of those pnnoiplea now tnumphaut m 
that distracted country, which are alike 
Bubvetdive of evexy regular government 
and destructive of all good fiwtth. We 
do not disdaim any mtmbrenoe in the 
internal idhuis of thatoeuixtry, on toe 
contrary, should an qiportunity occur 
where it may be praclu^ with advan 
toge^ we wiH not engage to abstain from 
it We only say, uxaAi such xb not the 
primaiy object ^ the contest, and tba^ 
if attempted ^ baa been the 

ease zn aU foimer Wisni, conaidered as an 
operation the w«r 
i2 '^IHiesvisimeonttwdictionbe^ 
the pmcdamation of Lord Hood at Tou 
Ion, and the declarttfcmn of his Majesty 
of 22th October Both proimse i^teo- 
tom to such of the Frendb as choose to 
dedmw for a eonadtuhonal monarchy, 
and to both'we ahidl adhsare By enter 
big into a negotiation, we should give 
jSDonfidenee cu^ngour to tosFfendb,aad 
eatm^ dissolvs the tortnidable conto- 
denu^ fomed to lower their ambitton. 
While the presMit system continuea in 
France,Weanb*renop6aceoxi any ternie 
idiQitofabtolntorum«nddiab<Hauur 
an expresalaw 0t ^totrnoaiBtituttoo^ any 
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Frenchman who shall enter into a ne posterity the burdens of the moment 
gotaation with this country on any other adopted* 

terms than surrendermg our conatita 14 Meanwhile the aaccnd^uicy of tho 
tion, dethroning our virtuous sovepoij^, English navy soon produced its wonted 
and introducing into this country wo effects on the colonic possessions of the 
honiUe anarchy wMoh prevails in their enemy Soon after oomtaencemeut 
distracted state, is declared a tmtor of hdkihtiQai Tobago was taJcen by a 
Are we prepared to make such sacnfioee Bntish squadron, and m the begmnmg 
to obtain the blessings of hwfcemisatiQp of March 1794, an expedition was fitted 
With the discipi^ of Robespierre ? Nor out agamst Martinique, which, after a 
let it be suraoi^ that the colonial cos vigorous resistanse, fell on the 23d. 
quests we have made are of little mo Shortly afb«r, the principal forts in St 
ment m bnugmg about m the end a Domingo were wrested from the Bepub 
termination to this ^ghtful contest Is licans by the Bntish forces, while the 
It of no moment, in the first year of wretched planters, a prey to the flames 
the war, to have out up the resources lighted by Biissot and the &ieads of 
and destroyed the smews of the com negro emancipation, at the oommenoe 
meroe of our enemies ? The injury to meat of the Revolution, of which a full 
^eir revenues thence arising may not account will heraiffter be given, were 
be felt dumg the contmuance of the totally nunad No sooner was this sue 
monstrous and gigantic expedients of cess adbieved, than the indefatigable 
finance towhich^eyhave bad recourse, English commanders, &r John Jarvis 
but it IB not on tbudi acoount the less and Sir Charles. Grey, turned their arms 
real, or the less likely to be felt, on the against St Lucia, whicdi was annexed to 
restoration of such » regular govern the British domuuona mi the 4th AprU 
meat as may afford us any chance of m Guadaloupe was next attacked, and on 
aoeommodatioiL' On a division, the the 2^ that fine island, wilE all its 
House* by a mqjorsty of two hundred nch dependencies, was added to the bst 
and eight to flfty’^n^ supported the aftiwconquerededomea Thu8,inlitUe 
government. more than a months the French were en 

13 The wipplies granted by Pfioiia- ticely dispossessed of iheir West India 
ment for the prosecution of the war, ppaaesaions, with hardly any lose to tho 
dunngtheyearl794, were proportioned vmtonous nation 
to the mcreawng magnitude and im 16 The onoe beautifiil island of St 
pcutance of the atnfe m which the na- Domingo meanwtule contenued a prey 
tioa was engaged For the service of to the finghtftil disordars anaing from 
the navy el^ty five thousand men were predpitate emancipation. '*ItE^gone 
voted, thi^y tlmusandmen were added through/' aays w Republican histo- 
toihereguWnative^emy, and the total nan,*'t3^grc»Gtestaueeea8ioaof 
number under arms m tiio Bntish do- ties of whxoi histoxy makee mention.'' 
mituon8,mdudmgfsncibles and militia, The whites had at first embraced wiih 
was raised to one hundred and fbity eathusutam the cause of the Retoln 
thousand m^, besidea forty thousand txon, and ^ mulattoes, to whom the 
foreigsi scddiaro en^yed on the C<ml^ Ooe«PtUUfintA j^^ had extended thq 

nwit These numbere were dmetibed gift at freedom, were not lees attached 
by Mr Pitt al “ unparalleled, and such latiheprmcipl6sofdemocracy,andopen 
as could hardly Iw^oeeded''inmh lias lympired to dispossess tibemimtim, by 
the happy Ignorance of tibose fames m foroe^ of those pohisoalmivilegeswh^ 
regard to the exertaonsof whfob « ua- had hitharto been thw ex4ustve pre- 
tmificspalde- To meet tiieee.«xtrac^ party Batimthemidetaf tistoeconf 
^ery^»ts, mi income tesfo, the negroes had revolted agaumh 

bikldee for the <hfti:geof boih,imd,witiimtdutmguuhmglri 

the debt was z^uired, and for tius foomfoe, appiimihefifebcaadSdiae^ 
puipmafoaaof£ll,QOO,Oj90imsvoted mmatrty to evmy ernhsed 
by Parhamimt so esdy m tho contest Distiweted by eu^ an acmtfnittfadtqa ^ 
ym thmxuinous s;^itemof laymg^n horrors, the Oonstitumit Ajagsmbly ah 

✓ 
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once declared them all free From the as practicable as li would haye been to 
moment that emancipation was an have clothed the British plains with the 
nounced, the colony became the scene fruits whichnpen under the sunny ohfld 
of the most horrible devastations and CorsiosL 

the oontendincppartieRamongthe highei 17 But a more glonous triumph was 
orders mutually threw upon each other awaxtihg the Bntira arms. The French 
the blame of having brou^t a fnghtful government had, by great exertions 
party mto their coutests, whose ravins got twenty six Ships of the line into a 
were utteily destructive to both In state fit for service it Brest^ and being 
truth. It was owing to neither, but to the extremely anxious to sooure the amval 
precipitate measurei of emancipation, of a large fleet laden with provisions, 
dictated by the ardent and mexpen which was approaching from America, 
enced phOanthropists of the Constttu and promised to rdieve the famine 
ent Ammbly, whose measures have whi^ was now felt with uncommon 
conmgned that unhappv colony, after seventy in all parts of France, sent po 
thirty years of unexampled Bufienng, to sitive ordeis to Admiral ViUaret Joy 
a state of slavety, undei the name of euse to put to sea. On the 20th of May 
"The Rural Code,' infinitely worse than the RepublicanB set sad, and on the 
that of the French planters. 28th, Lord Howe, who uas well aware 

16 In the Mediterranean, also, the d the expected amval of the convoy, 
power of the Bntish navy was speedily and kept a sharp lookout by means 
felt The diaaater at Toulon having to of his inshore squadron, soon hove in 
tolly paralysed the French navy m that siglit, with the Channel fleet, consisting 
quarter, the Bidtish fleet was enabled to of twenty six line of battle ships The 
cony the land forces, now rendered diB French weie immediately formed m 
posableby the evacuation of Toulon, to hue in onler of botU^ and a partial 
whatever quarter they chose Corsica action ensued between the rearguard of 
was the sdiected point of attack, which, their line and the vanguard of the Bri 
early in 1794, had shown symptoms of tish squadron, in the course of which 
revolt against the Republican authon the Hevolutionuaire was so much dam 
tiea Three thousand soldiers and ma aged that ^e struck to the Audacious, 
nnea were landed, and, after aome in but, not being i^ktax possesaaon of by 
Considerable succesaes, neaily effected the victors Wore nightfall, W4a towed 
the subjugation of the island by the cap* the following morning into BoKfimfort. 
tors of the fortress of BasUa, wbidi ca Dimng the next day the manceuvres 
pjtulated at the end of May It is re^ were renewed on both tidea, each patty 
markaUc that NxxjSon was employed in endeavot^ng to obtsm the #emer 
thhi»emce,and,byan extraordinaryoo- gage of the other, and Lmd How«^ at 
mcidenoe, Napoleon had idiozily b^ore the head ofbisfiet^pasetd through the 
beenengfl^gddmanexpeditumwmchBat French squadron vnt the whole ahips 
sad fim it against Ajacoio sothaithe not having taken the position assigned 
arms of boft tho BntiBh hero and ^e to them, ^e action, after a severe com 
future French emperor were employed meacemen^ was discontinued, and tiie 
£rst m any Oossiderable oomnw^ in Britiah admiral strove wtUi the utmost 
the iMmea4a>ni»aadiiiexpedstion8,the skill to mamtom the wind of the en^y 
one from, the other against, the same Daring the two following da;ra a thick 
petty fortress. The onliy remaiining fog concealed ^ rival fleets from each 
stronghold of the Repubhoazw, Galvi, owei, though they were so near that 
was traced until ihe let AugQJ9t,wh^ both sides wwre w^ aware that a great 
it aumnderodto ihe Biitish ama. The foatUe was approaching and the offii^era 
^wn of Gorsio^ offfived by Paoh, mi viih i^oiuw mtramed the ardour 
the anstocratio piOty^o ^e d by whu& tha& ererws were animated: 
Oi^tBritam,wajiaooepted, andeiTOrtiS 16 Atlangth^ on the 1st June, aday 
w<^ immediately tnftde to oonfor Up<^ ever snetnoraHe m the naval annala d 
the inhabitants aconsittutionsiihilar to En^and, the sun broke forth Uath uu 
that of idlest Bntam-^ project about usual a^ehdom, and diroovered the 
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tieiich fleet in order of battle, a few 
miles from the British, awaiting the 
combat, while an iigitated sea pioimsed 
the advantage of the wind to an immo 
<iiate attack Lord Howe instantly 
down, in an oblique direction, 
upon the encxn} e Ime, debigning to le 
peat the inauocaviv lont> kuown^ wough 


^ ainioatodand mterutmgcontroversv 
<. iittucted vMta roraorlurlnd acu^ness nud 
/Lil oij both HiJcs tcK>k place twenty veers 
auo jia to whether M"* Herb of FldiD author 
otclic N \\ kl I ictics orSii l liarlo^DougJis 
^ q>taiu cttlii fleet to Hodno^ hadtbeiuotit 
ol huMUL, llrnt disc wcicd tboicI<^bi‘ited lu ui 
anvic of breikiiif? th( tuemj s line md at 
tackin^ them to Uow ird It w w condiutL<l 
by 1 1 olcRsor I i f III and Mi Wilham Chik 
suu ol tlic lutlioi or the N wul 1 u tics ou 
one suit aiidthUpTibcUitSii I Toward Douglas 
Hon of Nil ChulcH thr other It was ad 
mttodou ill hinds thvt Charles—who 

beside Rodntv when i>aiismi, to Iw w ird 
ol the Fruit h hue <u the (ontriri CitU— 
barm>, f lilcd ni tlie dtompt to we ithcr thtii 
viu on litU Aj>nl I** ^ seeing i m the 
eooiuvslmo suddendv on tlK inspiration of 


thoinonient sug^esud luthc uiobtoucigetn 
manner the piiRsmg tin >u^h tothiadimrol 
by whom tUo advjce was mstantU followed 
Ffiuti it was conoodod that ho w as tbt person 
wlio liod thouiuiiof ha>mgflistcairiod tato 
tiiat brilbint mauccuvio But the 


point was, whethoi Sii Cimiles Bouglis did 
this on hU own cuffinal im]>ulso at the ino 
luout. *19 WoJUngtou lu the cosd of the flank 
attack ou the opoumg m tho hreuch hnc at 
iMliiuuKS^ in whotlier Ut did so m const 
qitouce liaviug pi^vioiis i been made oc 
qudntdd with tno suggestiMUS of Mr Cleric of 
Vidm ^n the sut^eot 

ThonuHuat^eugth of MrOlctk of iEUdins 
partia&tts lay in fact which was proved 
by a great itdmbor oi concurring witnesses, 
tbatLoirdBodaey esi>cciaUyinhielateTyvars» 
fi^iiqueiitly^uC with the gi-ucrosity whit^ |0 
idton iocompanies reid elevation of imp^ 
tl>at ho hod gniueil the victory of tlio 12tn 
April in ron^iionne of having etntRed ^ud 
iaoi>to(i Mr Cleik e suggeations cmitAined hi 
hi« >^val i actios, printed and cimiktod 
inth6dauimryp|x}i.oding It wasstatfdalso 
by varkfuspersons thoD^rdCranbtoun ^K'ho 
hod been mi board the fleet going out said 
M pcamdly tha#h& liad Imcd Kommy atbk 
own tabic during the vqyuge. dieeiiaa Mr 
Clcfks proJcLtH, tUid eXpi'ess lua intcutipn 
of breaking the iiue^ in pumninoo of hH wig 
gsistlona fl he m with tlie 6iiem> These 

testimonies wldi^'Oamc flomk the most re« 
siiQOtablc person^ embracing among others* 
Sir Wrfter Scott, Lord <Jhlet flJmnmisidodltt 
Adam gad many others naturaHyproduo6a 
a groat imp} osnoB and amply Justified the 
fool with \^ich tho &xnily giig friends of Mr 
Clork of ?ndiu strove to appropnato to win 
tl 10 merit of tlie ongm&l ioe'i on the snideot 


vot. nr 


soldoni as yet practised in the Bntibli 
navy so inLemuusly traced to scientific 
principles by Clerk ot Eldin, and so 
euccebsMly earned mto execution b} 
Rodney, on the suggestion of Sir Charh k 
D ouglas, his Captam of tlie fleet, on tlu 
12th Aptil * Having the weathei gage 
of the enemy, he was esnabied to bieak 


To this it was added that Sir Charles Don 
alas had hod sovesal oonfi^rences with Mi 
Clerk ou the subject of naval tactics \t one 
of which Txird Cinef Comnnssjoher Adamwis 
piescnt sdiortl> boforeleaviiigBritam which 
no was said to have done some months after 
li-odncj who 81 1 sail from Portsmouth on fld 
I mil iry 1 f Si 11 which the plan of bie^kki&g 
Hh Tine wofr distuictlj ovr honed to that oft 
cn b> MrCJeik 

On Uiu other liand Sir Howard Douglas 
ou bchdf ot his Uthor, edvaueed a 
van<t> ot prouls ot a Still moro oonvinoing 
because i m( rc authentic knid Iho >a\al 
1 ootics iS it now stands w is jwUithtd for 
1 10 hi Bt time in 17^30 but hf^ copies were 
thrown oil and distributotf in the first waok 
of January ITS* three mouths before Bod 
ncy 8 bittie w os fought Uid the awe for Mi 
Clerks ixirtisans was matnh rested on the 
lupothoHis said to be catabUshed by cmi 
elusive cvideucc thntdlodueyliadseeu or at 
lea^heordof oue of these copies azniodopted 
its pnnciplos But Sir Howard nvertumod 
oil these inferences byprnviugthutt/iehrealr 
M}g ihi h i^^0nd$iU(tc3mg to Us^rd—Uiepocii 
litti manauvre which gmuod the b ittle of 12 th 
April—was inM intnU^ked ia Ve tdition of Hu 
2<t{tie$ ^infed m 1782 at alt but 
appeared for the first time m the oditiozi ot 
179() eight years after the battle hod beeu 
gained This #as admitted MrCleikhim 
self iu the 17M edition * It is evident, there 
fore that whether Rodney or Sir Chfirlos 
Douglas knew of the 17fli edition or nok 
w heu the battle of 12th Apnl in tliat } car was 
fliught it is uot from it they oould have taken 
the ideaof the briUinut inanceuv ro which won 
the vietdry In truth various accounts from 
oj> ewitncBscB concurred in statvtm that, so 
far from the breokiim Of Uio line and engaging 
to leeward having oaeu previously thought 
or detemined ou by Bdauev it was taken 
up at tho moment b> Sir Charles Doughu^ 
lu eonsoquondo of liaving obeeivod an ttpci 
dentu gap in the I rebdl line in the mldale 
of the battle andwasiu trutli/onwdfty Aim 
Qfltr d nmaufrraAk att«r?ati<mtned m«cA mUt 


« i thm rvbMTmUoi^ (nn iha sitavk to the liwmutd) 
fiitimeea tv itiwrt<4^ tao «# 

piteM iSniiMy^ ITik ** Mng t* 

ffmniMr aicOuntBfvof Lord ItodiiMf'iWlStB and 
IMi XT9) end «m svS et £b^ Vth 2ifly 

emit AmM* «■ H v^eosMfirsS ^ n)|Mjh{|WMoial 
to tho otter n^o of tho telmtekN' 
d^trtitiMi aoooM^lotifQvittioaatioe^j^fim te |*u 

a«ta» Hfial the Iwwird tefero that tkte* haoine tem 

fivih**^^i9'avatliKitU.i p US^aeto widonl^ 
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their Imo ne'ir the centre lud double 
'With a prtponikntmg toiee <m the one 
half oi tb-ur squ'idron Tht feign il he 
dispUycd ^\as No 3^ tht purport of 
'which, u IS “ that, having the weather 
gage of the enemy, the admiral means 
to pa-ss between the ehipB of their Ime 
and ongage them to /eeirard, leaving, 
however a dtacrotion to e ich capt im to 
engage on the windward oi leeward.” 
The French fleet w^’^ Prawn «[> in close 
line, Btietching neaily f tst and west 
and a heavy fiie oomnicncod upon the 
British ships, as soon as they came 
withm range They did mit come per 
pc niheularly upon their ndveruftnes as 
at Tniialgai, but made nail abreast, in 

Rodney* Sir Howard has 
shown too tromthelogotthe vetssdlm whicii 
he fsiilcfJ thiit l^jrd Craiiatoun coold not have 
bear! theeon'vor^arlcn^t said to hive been ro 
parted by him at the admiral a table on the 
05 0^6 out as he only amve^J in tune to diue 
with ItiTn the day before the bAltlc tu 1 cgarii 
to the assertion thatSn v bailoe Donglossuilod 
Sititic ninnths after Rodney anl that m the 
interval MrUerkhadmetUiro and expUinod 
the breaking of the hue ir appeared hom tbo 
log ot the Pomviiabie tliat Kodno^ and Sir 
( hai lee left Tjondc n together <m the Jd J> 
CQinbei 17S1 and on tho Sd January 1782 
glided together fi^r the West Indies l^>rd Chiel 
Counm^si oner Adam wheuai>phed to uu tht 
subject detlarod he hod no rcM alloc tion oi 
anyauch moetlng or conversation Bfr Ctork 
eHviy hiniself in none of the successive edi 
tions wldch he published ot his work dttriTig 
hia hfe, ever ouve asserted he h'ld mot with 
C^r ChaiinB Dougla;% or cepHino 1 lus sjatem 
tohtmprsvirmstQl^Qey's rlitoxy although 
teis son s(^ ho liad done so of^r Lu death'— 


* aoii pmnonvva^srci Uodnw* 

ship ftbe Fartnldftliltt) at Ch« tiiM Sli* CmarlM I/oukIm 
thttbrciOUfigof tht U&«io the fuiitnriU oon 
tar in <htt ttscem^nt Take fhr example thtfhhowinff 
flMnCapiMinSirChsrUisnaihwood then aMc de^mp 
to B4»dn«i eu boarO tha. 4’onnhtabl«^ AfWr sttoo 
tlv«1y ofettrtinf • Un« anh rnmUertne tmut 

toilet In detp oMdltMkmi Bh Cbsdtt tuidt shwvpOnf' 
thtatimiral 41c Qsonm Igfvtyottjov rffbunoteri 
arooh Asia ftoOMr, the 4 x 7 U ani half iton tiei 
Bmaii thf boa sir Ctorge 1014 JDoui^ 
WrvarowTt anti 1 tduiiitutv'UitaFlaWey. 'Va, 
theaOialral XwWiuMhrtahm/hm iAerSMihtr 
«mS ansthae reftital Chag^ SMlratf th« 
htup to tw pnta port up^ whi^ Sir Cwrat ordmt 
te otarboxnl Sir Cbarle* aim ah^tred H a^poOi 
tip< vwhi^ Sodnojrattmh obitry^ 'fiMHMnbor 1 um 
'^ocautoOoMjO'^ori ttertaardi Mr In ttwo hUnhlM 
Um atraia mat an Mm 4 ^ and Bbr <%arlM taiQ 
On^ tfao Hnc, hSV UMett anS tite 4ay It yoar 


On^ jMiM tfaa Hnc, iflV Qaorta anS Otf day It ftmt 
owa 'P» aiminU Ihaa rtld la s StOck and hampd 
way, WtSI w»U, (to w youlche. ^ort the iuBmi 
epm t)^ cn«A w Cbarjhn , VU||tB«Miawmt«al «nTbt 

jarbpayd clda In vhm OMmietlM foidaMal^ pmeA 
nrtwwta two I'VweU thlpt aash neatly toadUne ox, 

and AM other ihtph axfeam a aiad 
fvm«kten^utatiMi&!^aad4Bld«linovt*lhyunT < He 
Ywkaji aitd F fliarttser x eridenoa b practiiafji 
“*W ^ iwward Howslaaa A.K>«a 


[CHAP xvr 

such a manner os that each ship should, 
as soon is ])ossiblo, tut tht line, and 
get alongside of ifc^ destined ant'igon 
ist, and engage it to leewaid, ao that, it 
worsted the enemy could not get away 
19 Had the adnurars oidcH been 
literally obeyt d, or c ipable ot complete 
execution, the most Uoribive n ival vie 
toiy recorded in hiitoiy would in all 
probability hav|. attended the British 
arms But the importance of specific 
obedience ta the \ it4d point of engaging 
the enemy to l^ewoidj was not then 
generally understood, and the enemy s 
line was bo rcguUi and compact that 
tn roost place* it was thought to he, 
and m some w»a, impel vious The cou 

an oTmsstcn which waa not likt ly to have 
iiappcuc^l it Uc had l^n conscious of liavmK 
been the onginal author 01 the inanosuvrc 
which had gaiin d tbatbiilhaut vk tory Ter 
hips thtfeo stitomcuU may fur 

niah the true key to the fact in regard to 
tinsmuchai^Uatediouttroaorsy whuliia tliat 
It nine} cou cions th t.1 the mana vtvrt which 
won the dayha I bton ma manner loircediiiwn 
himb> luHnag^ptaiu was afterward* in his 
old ago, nioru solicitous than be would hav< 
been in lus earlier jears to take the merit of 
tlio meveTnont aud claim forttlionght and 
oonsidcrjitioii on his part fora step wIncU was 
m Initli the happy iQHTiiiaiiou of genius at the 
nioTceut m auotJici to whom the ^lor> of the 
auo(os*reilh bolon/^s 

rhe bre,iktng of the hoe and the engaging 
the enumy s fieet to leeward emoe so ofton 
and fcucocssfall> practiecd a^iixMtt the French 
at $0 c though uoe generally dbnol^fcrc was 
not prcvlctis to Rodney^ memorable battle 
unknown iu the Briiisn Service A century 
bc^re it had becu practisod in a battle wita 
tiicDnteli Sirdeotge With2ih3t6aflui}hcad 
most ships, rhuffgcd tTircugb. the Butch fleet 
oudgottheweswer^age ^hBxnrAim yaved 
b id. p Mi ^is U the OGCOUut of 
the battle IBth August lOflSl In truth Uiis 
mouceuvre has been adopted by ralHtary gc 
mus on the inspiration of the moment, from 
tha earliest times, hrk^ at laud and sea It 
was the leading pnaaple of tiie fierce engage 
roeuts hetwocm the brass headed galleys ot 
aptlquliy, and won their gr^vtest nsv u vie 
i« Was applied with aocisive suocosh 
vy Welhnwton, when ho interposed m the gap 
Htween Thom^^re s division aud the remom 
dter of the Brm> atfSoAamanca, and b> N ipo 
leoa adieu he hurled fioult forward to sewe 
fhodusMdied hill of Fiatreu in the centre of 
the AUiad Mm at Austerht/ 

14*0, for this intere4tlng oontreveray Sdtn 
ba^h ilwWw April 18)0» vd h p 1, Pcay 
FATR^ k Wofiti lU eei and Si& Hew aud 1)uu 
aiJiss Jfov^ fondcoulSJi where 

tho Bubiect is meat ably treated and aU the 
coaitemporory etatemouis fiom oyewitncsees 
on Ilodney 0 victorlea oft U> be fovaiid 



17<)4] HISTORY OF LUROPF 181 


seqiiencp ^ ak, that five only of the ships 
litei the Ciuetn CharlotU, vu tin 
Ddbuoe^ MailboLOugh lt(»yal Oeorgi^ 
Queen, and BrunswicL succeeded in 
passing througL The Cresar, m par 
tieular, Mhieh was the k^ing 
Avhcu the signal for close action was 
H^ing tium the admuals masthead, 
b itikeil her main topeails, and engaged 
on the windward ot the enemy and 
the Oihi-iltir also omitted to obey tho 
Older, >)v crossing the French admiral 
and engigiug lue M^coiid ahead—a tits 
htaiteninj, cu culnatanco, though ana 
mg as It afterwards appeared, tiom 
wuit of ca}Kititv rathci th m timidity 
on the part of its captain * Howxj, how 
ever was not discoiuagcd, but held 
steadily on, walking on the flout of his 
poop aiou^ with Su Rogi-i Curtis, Sii 
Andrtw JDouglss, and other ofEcers, 
wlulf the crew weie falLng fast around 
him, mid the sxiars and i rattled 
dowu ou all Bides, undci the tcrnble 
and constantly increvung firo of the 
enemj With perfect composure, the 
British admiral ordered not a sh6t to 
be filed, but the pilot tt> lay him along 
side of the Montague of 120 guns, the 
greatest ves&el m the From h line, ami 
pmliably the largest then in the woild- 
ho awful was the prospect that awaited 
the French vesBel from the m destic ad 
A ance ot the British admiral, that Jean 
Bon Beaut Andrd, th«. commissioner of 
theConventaqnon board, ovei come with 
terror, took refuge below Ajffcer many 
entreatiea^ Bowe allowed a straggling 
file to bo returned, but fii^om the mam 
and quarter deck only, md reserving 
hiB ^ole broadmde, pouied it with 
awful force mto the stem of the Mon 
tagne, as he slowly passed through 
line between that huge three decker 
and the Jacobin of eighty guns So 
close did tlfo ships pass on ms oocoston, 
that tho tncolor fiag, as it waved the 
Montagne's flag staff, brushed themiun 
and mmeu shrouds of the Queen Char 
lotte, and so terrible was the efOect^of 
the bfoadside^that three bundled men 

* Iho rudder of the had b^en early 
in the action disabled by a chance ^ot w Idoh 
was the main cauae of that vessel not break 
inf, the lint., though the otpiaiu was after 
w vrde^ atlusowi^equesk brought toucoort 
martial and diiMmiM the service 


weie killed or wounded by tlui dis 
charge 

20 Fearful of encountering a sunil ir 
broadside on the other side the captain 
of the Jacobin sti etched auoss uud«i 
the Montagne^a le^, and thus threw her 
self a little behind that \ easel ught m 
tlie Queen Chailottea way, m the very 
pOFitaou which Howe had designed foi 
hiinaelf to engage the eticm^’s three 
decker 1 he Bjuituili admiial, thei efore 
was obliged t<> altei hm course a little, 
and pos^ aslant between the two vefc»cih, 
ind, having thus got between them, 
openc d a ti emendous fire op both The 
Jaenbm Boon loado sail, to get,out of 
the destnictivt lange, and, being to 
the leewaid of the Bntiuh adxhiraX he 
efiictod hiff escape, but tho Montage 
could not do the same, being to the 
wind wax d, and she would unquestlon 
ably h iv( been laken, as she w as hardly 
finiig at all afbei the first awful broad 
Hido, when the £oi atop most of the Queen 
Chailottecium* down with a tremendous 
crash Bunng the confusion occasioned 
by this catastiophe^the Montague, tak 
mg advantage of the momentary inabx 
lity of her nntagoinet to move, contrived 
to sheer off, leaving the British admiral 
now cngage<lwith the two ships second 
and third astern of her The Vongeur 
of seventy foul guns was warmly en 
gaged at this time with the Brunswick, 
under Harvey, but another French 
fihip, tlie Achillc, came tip on the other 
side, and a terrible combat began on 
the part of tlie British vessel, thus en 
gaged on both bands It was sustained, 
Sowevei, with admiiable courage Caji- 
tain Harvey was severely wounded m 
the hottest part ot the engagement, but^ 
befoie being carried down, he saidr*^ 
“Perteevere, my brave lads, in ywur 
duty tioatinue the acftiwi with spmt 
for the honour of our king and countiy, 
and remember tny last words, 'tfhe 
colours of the Brunswick tiever 

be stHick’“ Such hermstix not 
long of meeting with its tewiKti the 
Bomdbes soon after c^e 
ed her firti thO yesgenr^^the load 
wob tak^ off Brunawickt hiTafor 
tunate ^oi ilMrrnddwcf ti^e^F^nch 
vessel Was shot aw«y, aa4 ^ 
ing beat in mto Kmch the 
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watef rushed mth violence The 
Vcngeurwas now found to fee sinking, 
tEe Aohille mode off, ioUowed by the 
BamiUiea, to which ahe booh struck, 
and the Veugeur shoi'tiy after went 
down with three hundred and fifty of 
her cit-w, four hundred and fifty having 
been humanely taken olf by the boal^ 
of the Allred and Culloden * 

21 The French now began to move 
ofi in all quarters, and the British ships, 
with their prizes, closed round then 
admiral The damage amteaned by 
the victors was inconaderable, except 
in four ships, which were disabled foi 
further service, fifteen fiail of the line 
were ready to renew the battle, they 
had still the weather gage of the enemy 
Ten of the Fi*cnch line hod struck, 
though SIX only of them liad been se¬ 
cured , and five of their ships wort dis 
m csted, and were slowly going oil under 
their sprit saila Had Ifelson been at 
tht* head of the fieet, theto con be httle 
doubt the disabled ships would ell have 
been taken, and perhe^pa a victory as 
decisive as Trafal^ totally destroyed 
the Bie^t fleet But the Butuh ad 
Tnirala, at that period, w ere in a manner 
Ignorant of their own prowess, the sc 
cuiing ot the prives taken was deemed 
the great object, and thus the pmsuit 
w as diBOOntinue^ and the enemy, con 
traiy to all expectation, got then die 
masted slupa off, and before darl weie 

• It ww stated In the Froueh Convention 
and h 4 l)&en repeated in oil thr French hia 
tones that nheuthe Vengcm amk, her crew 
were shoiittng * Vlrc U B^ubhque ’ Know 
mg that Uio ^llantiy of the rroucU WOK equal 
to such an effort the author with pleasure 
transcribed this scatemeht in fais former edi 
tioDs but he liAs now ascertained that It was 
unfounded not only from the aoQOUut of; 
Cagtaln Bxvntou (I ISlk but froi^ ^ infoi' 
matiou given him by a gallant navoS omeor 
Admiral Chrjlfitlu^ whb was ui the Brunswick i 
on tho oc-casion, and «vw the Vengeur go! 
down There were cties heard, but they 
wore piteous raise fin* velilef w hidi the British 
bo its aflhrdud to the UtaoH of th^r poweor 
Among the survivoiu of w Vengouv^ OjNrw 
wore tViptaIn llraieiiito eon a brave 

boy of twelve Years Of ege '^yweretah^ 
up by diffoienf boete, atid'WwlV mourned 
each othei as dead WtlM^dnldezdally met 
at Portomonldi in WbtA mid rushed Into 
each others arluSWliMv W'lNi.pture ujdescrib 
able They were both spop aA«rbn<^aiwed 
a braver and more hutods^ fothvr ana son 
never breathed ^aida, 1 1S6 


f(uvi s\r 

entirely ought of sight Sia hhips of 
the Imo, however, besides tlie A tu^cui, 
M hich sank, romaiiu d in the posse 
of the British admird, and w ert bi ought 
into Plymouth, while the remamn c»f 
the Fi'ench squ-wiron, diminished by 
eight of their number, and with a lof>s 
of eight thousaud men, took lefugo in 
the roads of Berth iiime, md ultimately 
regained the haiboiu of Brest, shatter 
ed dismastwl, riddled with shot how 
diiferciit from the splendid fleet which 
had fco recently depaitcd amidst the 
ae( I unatious ot the inhabitants ‘t The 
of tho Blit mb wa two handled 
and nmoty killed, and < ight bundled 
and fiftj eight uouijdnd, in alJ eleven 
hundred and lortj (ight, bt mg less 
than that sustiuncdm the hixhrcnch 
ships alone which were made pn/es.4: 

22 The RepiilduaUB wert in some 
degree coD'^iokd foi this disaster b> the 
safe arrival of the great \merican con 
voy, chiefly lodcu with floui, consiftt 
mg ot om huufiied and sixty sad, and 
v^ued at £^,O00 000 Htuhng—v sup 
ply ot incaJcuIablc miportauce to tho 
wmtsof a population whom the Reign 
of Teiror vnd <ivd dissen^on hod 
brought to the veige of famine They 
entered the harboui ol Brest a few 
diysafttithc engagement, Uavuig ch 
caped, IS jf by a miracle, the vigilance 
of thf Biitish ciuiBH's Thiir safety 
ww in a great degret, owing to the 
sigacity of the admiral, %h<) traversed 
the scene of dcstructiion a day or tw o 
after the battle, and, judging from the 
magnitude and numWr of the recks 
\vhich weie floating about, that a tei 
nble battle must have taken place, con 
eluded tiiat thi ^ ictanous party would 
not be m » condition fm pursuit^ and 
resolved to hold oh has course for Ihe 
French harbour 

t 

t The prisoners Uken in the prwies were 
2000, tho klHcd axid wrantdod in them 1870 
besides 320 who Wint ihiwn m the Vengenu 

f The following were the tespoettve guns 

and weight of loctal m Jtne tnemorublo 

u 

1087 MOT 
d2 07u 
J7,24l 
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huta&rofffuno, 
Welsrht of metal 
Nunito'nf men, « 
Tons, 
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26 liord llowog-^inedflodt/CiHiTeasuo- 
c i f omiht wloptioiioftliesamtpnn 
upV which ga\t. -victoty to hicduick 
It l^cutlien to Yapoleon aL Austwhtz, 
'aid to W ellmgton vt Sal untinca,—vi/, 
to direct in o\ or^^ helming lorce against 
one half of the enemy s force, and 
make the attack oblnjaely, ket pmg the 
■weather gigo of the cneinj to under 
it miposfllble foi the ship> i i leeward 
to work 11 ]) to the issistanco of thoat 
engagefk By this inLUts h( i educed 
ono li tlf of the otu m\ fleit to be the 
passive spectator ot ilu dertiuction ot 
the other Hi mod ol attick, which 
brought ins whilt quuhon at onu 
into wtioJi with the (nemy set ms 
chilly jutfiruhli- U> thii niopted by 
Kelson at Pt it u in ^ailyig down in 
]><.r])cndicnln luics foi thit t\poscd 
thf hading bhxps to lumnucnt dangii 
before the buccet duio ones came up 
Had ho bucoeeded in jicnctuiting the 
enemy R hue at all pointor Kiscip 
t inib implieirly obey d Ins dneitions 
m that paituulai, and ui^ij^cd the 
whole to ]<ei\ijd, he would hue 
brought twenty whips <»f tlu line to 
Spithcid To a bkilfnl and luticpid 
squidrou, who do not leai to mgage 
at the cannon m itb uiili tluii entni}, 
such a inanoMiM*. ulhrs eitn gieitii 
cUanceb of success a1 sei i i n at land 
because the coiuplcU il> tutc ot ob 
stadias on tht h\el expnis< nt watci 
euablcathe ittickmgsquadioutocalou 
late with more lataiidv upon xcach 
ing then objicty and the idvnntage of 
the winil, il once obtaiuod, lendeis it 
pi oportionwlly difScult for one pait of 
the t nciny b line to be broughf up to 
the relief of the other The introduc 
iiop of steam veijaels of war, Oitbcr as ■ 
light ships, or asi fuiiutng the hue of 
botth itHe]f, pioiniises to assimdate still 
mol c cJosdy actions at sea to those at 
land, and, by always putting it in the 
power of the superior force to bring its 
opponents to dose action, and inter 
cept their rotieat, promisesydi grO^fter 
and more uniform results to the daC 
mg iantict of Howe and Nelson 
24, Never was a vvstoiy more sea 
JBonabld than Lord Howe's to the Brit¬ 
ish goverazne!^ The war, preceded 
at it had been by violent p&tj dm 


sions m Great Britain, had been re 
garded with lukewarm feelings hy a 
Urge portion of the people and the 
fneuds of fieedom da^l not wish for 
the HucceSb of the Bntish arms, lest it 
should extinguish the dawn of liberty 
in the world But the Reign of Ten oi 
had shocked the best feehngs of all the 
respectable portion of thia party, the 
execution of Louis had caused the film 
to drop fromjMiho eyes of the jnobt 
bhndod and the victory of tst Junf 
G iptivated the adcctious ^ the patriotic 
multitiuL The ancient but half ex 
tiugmshed loyalty of the Bntish people 
w ikcncd at thc^ sound of then victtiri 
ons cannon , and the hereditary rivalry 
of the two nations revived at so signal 
I tuumph over the Republican arms 
Tiom tills period may be dated the 
commencement of that firm union 
anion^ the inhabitants of the country, 
and that ardent entliusiasm in the cun 
tebt, whivh soon e\.tmguishcdtho seeds 
of former dissension, and ultimately 
cniiietl the Bntish empire tnuniphant 
through the severest struggles which 
liad engaged the nation suice the Con 
quest 

25 Vast wore the preparations fo 
wai Tnade by the Comnuttce of Public 
Salvation m Fr incc Ilerteintory re 
scmblcd ui immeuso camp Ihc de 
crees of the 23d August and 5th Sep 
tember had precipitated the whole 
youth of the Repubhe to the hontitrs, 
and twelve hundred thousand men in 
arms ueie piepared to obey the eove 
reign mandat^ of the Convention 
Aftoi deducting fl'om this immense 
force the garrisons, the tioops destined 
to the service of the interior, and the 
mok, upwards of seven hundred thou 
sand were ready to act on the offeniAre 
- a foica mucu gzeater thin sd} the 
European mouarchies, taken together, 
could bring forwfird to meet them 
These enormous armies, though 
but htfcle experienced, were greatly im 
proved in diemplme since the oondu 
man of the preceding campaign The 
months of IMter hod been s^ulously 
employed in mstra^^ting them in tho 
rudiments of the i^iUitary art, the 
glorious ^uooestos at dose of the 
year ha4 revived thh ^mt ot conquest 
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aiQong the soldiein^ and the whole Wcie 
dll coted by a ceutial govemmeut, pos 
sesaing m the higbeat degiee, the ad 
vantage of unity of action and con 
aummate nuljtaiy talent Wielding at 
command so umnenee a militaiy force, 
the Oomnnttee of Puhlic Salvation wt re 
prodigal ot the blood of their soldier® 
To advance inee^tsanily to the attack, 
to bring up column after column, till 
the enemy vveie vveuiil out oi ovei 
powered, to legaid as nothmgauy losses 
which ltd to the advance of the Rtimb 
lican btnndaids weic the maxims ou 
which they conducted the wai l^o 
other power could veutnie upon such 
anexpeuditure of hte, bccauKe uone had 
such inoxhaustible resources at then 
disposal Money and men abounded in 
e\ cry quarter, tlie camps were over 
flowing with consci ipta, the fortrosscH 
with artillery, the treasury with aesig 
nats The preceding, oimpaiga had 
cost above £JOO,0(X)000 Hteiimg but 
the resources nf goveiuiuent wei( undi 
miniflhed. 1 hree fourths of the whole 
pi Opel ty of h ranee was at its disi>Obal, 
and on this v'u.t iuud a papei cun uicy 
wtis issued, possefebiug a forced eucuU 
tion, and amply sufiicient for the mof^t 
prodigal expcnditme Ihe value of 
assiguats m circulatiou, in the eoiu'se 
of the year 1794, was not 1 ss than 
£236,(>00,000 eteiling, and there was 
no appearance of its dmnmitxou The 
rapid depiemation of this paper, ans 
mg fi om the enormous provision with 
which it issued, was nothing to a 
power which enforced ite mandates by 
the guillotine, t^e government credi 
tor was oojiif jelled feo n oeive it at par, 
and It signihed nothing to them though 
he lost his whole fortune m the next 
exf^bange with any citizen of the Be- 
X-»ublic 

26 IVlioirfflidered this military force 
sttU morefonxndsble waa^ieabihiy with 
which it was cpnduGEledit thetid^j;it 
which was evidently up 
its lanks Th^ genius of Catnot had, 
from the very eoiSamencement^ sdeoled 
the of greatest eVj^oity 

among the multitude who preseiltsd 
ihems(^vw« and their rapid 
ffiiehltim onesitaatioatoanot^^aTO 
§1^1^ opporttud^eafcrdiseovmiiig 


were the men on whom reliance could 
1 colly bt placed fhe whole ability ot 
iTimKc, in consequence of the ex tine 
tion of civil employment, w is ceutnd 
m the army, and indefatigable cxfi 
tions were evtrywhere made to com 
municate to Leachiuarteru tb« nam^ s of 
the young men who had dwtinguiished 
themselves m any giude Ihc cential 
government, guided by that able states 
man, hul discoieicd the rtid secret of 
mihtaiy o]H.iatioii«{ and, by aocumu 
Uting an oveiwhiluiiug foiec upon one 
poit of the enemy s lim, boon acquu^ed 
adecuied supei loi ity ovli the Austrtane, 
who idlicred with blind obstinacy to 
the system of t tteudiiig their forces 
In the prosecution ol this mode of ac 
tion, tin ^jieneh hul peculiar advan 
tages from the unity of then goiern 
meut, the centinl »ituaiiou ol their 
forces, the lutciioi hue on which thty 
acted, the fortified towns which guard 
ed their fiontui, luul the unbounded 
lueaus of u pairing losbos which they 
possessed Ou the othei hand, the 
Allies acting on an extt uoi carele, j) ir 
aly&ed by divisions among then so^e 
r€ign«, and atadibtauci fiom then re 
eoui ces, w ere unabU eithei to eopibrne 
loi any vigorous offensive opeiationa, 
Ol ] ondci e ich otliei any aeeistauoe 
when pics ed by the enemy Inciedl 
bie efiorts wen m idc at the same time 
to oiTganiKc and equip this piodigious 
l»ody of Boldieis ‘^Arevolutaon,’' said 
liarerc, ‘*niust r&pidfy supply 
wants It IS to the iiuiaon miud wh it 
the sun of Afncais to vegetation. Mon 
archies require peace, but a republic 
con exist only in warlike energy Slaves 
hate of repose, but freemen of the 
fermentation of freedom, regular gov 
emments of rest, but the bYench Be 
public of iwtcdutionary aetiT^ity ' The 
Eoole Kilitaire at Pans was speedily 
re-eatabhshfiid, and the youth of the 
better classes Hoarched do foot fiom ail 
parts of Fratnoe, to be there mstmetod 
ia^the rudiment of the military art, 
one horse out of twenly five was every 
whei'e levied from ^cMte persons pos 
sessiDg them, and the proprietor re 
oeived only nine hundM firabos m 
l^iardly equivalent, from its de- 
pvsioimo^ By these 
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xiatians, albeit rumouft to mdinauils, 
the cftTalry and artilkiy wtrefuihisbed 
with huraes, and a couaideiable body 
of educated young men rapidly 
provided foi the aimy Themanufoc 
tones of anus at Pans and ui the pio 
Vinces were kept in incessant aotivib) , 
artificial means were unnrei sally adopt¬ 
ed foi the pioductiou of siltpetre, and 
gunpowder in iininense quantities was 
daily forwarded to the oimies 

27 Indefatigable wtre the (xeitions 
made by Mi Pitt to provi<]( a force on 
fdie pait of the AJIiob capable of combat 
mg this giganticfoe, and nem weie the 
efforts of lus mistei spiiit moie ic 
quircd to heal tlic divibious and exiin 
guish the ]ealoabies wtacb had arisen 
in the corilition Ftdaud was the apple 
of discoid which liad called forth thc&< 
separato inteicsts and awakened these 
je^ousioBf and in tlio plans of aggian 
diBemcnt which all the great Conti 
nenial statec were purbumg in rogaid 
to that unhappy countiy, is to be found 
the true seciet of then ntgUctof the 
great task of combating the I icuch Re 
Toiution, and of its rapid and early 
auGcess, Prussia, intent on temtoind 
acquudt^m on the chores of the Vistula 
and dmrous above tveiything of se 
cnnng Dantsuc, the key to that stieam, 
mad we ^at empoimm of the gram 
G 0 namerc 0 m the north ol Europe, had 
AlreiMiy aainombleii foity thousand men 
under tht king m person^ foi the siege 
of Waxftaw ^ and the cabinet of Berlin, 
unable to beat at the same tioa<9 the 
expenee of a costly war on the eaetem 
and western fiontiers of the nicHtarchy, 
had in consequence greatl> dimmish^ 
then forces on the Rhme, and opnnly 
announced their intention of reducing 
them to the contingent which they wei c 
bound to furnish aa a member of the 
Empire, which was only twenty thou 
sand men. Orders had even hw des 
patched to Marshal Mocdlendorf, who 
nconmanded their army on the ]^me, 
to retreat by divisions towards the 
JUbe, while, at Uie same tmie, With 
prep^terous inconsisteaey, tbedenpk 
Wifiiam addressed a letter to the Asjph 
Ohanceilor of the Etapire, in which he 
bewailed in piteous tcrnia public 
dagger, and uiged the xnuhediftite ofm- 


VQcatiun of the Anterior circles, to de 
liberate on the most efiectual ni( axis (»f 
Withstanding the icyblutiouai) bcnitut 
with whicli they weie menac^ * 

The cabinet of Viciina was gieat- 
ly alaioned at this official dedozatiun of 
the intention of the Prussian go\ ein 
meni to withdraw from the coalitioii, 
and, their ehagiin was not ditnmi<=lLcd 
by the clear perception whi<h they 
had, that this ^timely and diBCi*edit 
able defection was zmunly piomjjtcd 
by a desii'o to aecum a shaye in the 
pirtition ol Poland, of which they saw 
little prospect of themselves being al 
loMtd to puticipatc They usod the 
most piebsing ibstancea, therefore, to 
induce the cabinet of Berlin to change 
then resolution, offered to take a large 
portion of the Pidssian troops into 
then own pay, provided the othef states 
of Clemiauy wbuld take upon them 
bclvcs the chaigis of the remainder, 
aud even uigcd the foimatiou ot a 
/n^e en uiasse lu all the circles of the 
hmilie, immediately threatened with 
nivasion, m order to conilrtit the re 
doubtable forces which France was 
pouiing forth from all ranks of her po 
pulatioii Austria, however, though 
so dcHUom to stimulate others to these 
lust aud couvukive efforts, made no at 
tciupt to rouse then emulation by act 
ting the example of similar oxeiiioua 
heiself Not a regiment was added to 
the Impcnul armies, and the Frusfeiau 

* As It is impossible for roe aaad the 
king m that kttor auy longer to voutmue 
at my own (h imi s a war au i emote ffozji the 
htuitieisofmy doroinioub and ittniduLwith 
so heav> ou expense I ha>c candidly ox 
p)ameci my situation to the principal alhi^o 
powers and engj^d in nogotiatlons with 
them which arestiU mdependuue lam 
iu consequence under the necessity ol ap 
plying to the I mplro to pi oi Idc lor the 
of my army, if its longer coufcimumee ou tho 
thea^ of war is deem^ esssutu] to the com 
mon deibuco 1 implore your ExSeUeiVc^ 
tbomfiiro tliat in your quihty of Arch Chau 
ceffor of Uie Bmpne you will forthwith coxt^ 
voke the .^lieripr oiTcIoft An uhtbodiate 
tHTOvlBion for niy troopsv ^ the expense ot 
these drcilca is tno only means whiish remains 
of saving tho Empire to the terrible crisis 
which IB eppM^hing a&A unloes thst step 
is terth^^ita mken, they Ofto no toi^r be 
enjoyed m the common oauso. ohd 
order ffiem with regret, to bead mW 
tewerds theh* owu wntier^ loavUtt tito 
pve to its own riWAirtei|i * 
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cabinet^ httl» aolicitons to behokl tbe 
whole population of tbe Finpii* com 
bating nudei tlu banners of the Ciesars, 
strenuously leMstcd the proposal as 
uselects, (Hngeious, and utterly moon 
sistent w ith the pnnciples of the con 
teat m \vhich they weie engaged 
29 Jt'ioon appeued how luinouft to 
the common cause this unexpected soces 
Mon of Pi ussia would be The Republi 
tauforccsinFlandeis ^jereneaily a huu 
dred md sixty thousajxd stiong, and 
Mack ho w as mti usted with the chief 
direction of the campaign by the Allied 
powpis, finding that the whole foices 
whiclithe Allies could assemble in that 
qu n ter v, ouldnotc xceed ahundi cd and 
fifty thou-=saud, had stiongly urged the 
necL^?sity of ohtamnig the co opciation 
of fiity thousand Pius&iuis, m ordti to 
covei the Mense, nx conjunt-tiou with 
tho Austrian division]^ iii the neigh 
bouihood of Luvembouig The Prus 
SI ms under Moellendorf w ere cautoned 
<»n tlu two banks of the belt/, between 
Oppenbeim and Mayeuce, Viut when 
he received the lettei from Piinco Co 
bourg requesting his co opciation, he 
replied in cold and ambiguous terms, 
* That he was not acquainted with tho 
share which his govermnent may havt 
taken in the formation of the jnoposed 
jilan of opciations, that the views on 
whmhitw es founded appcOieduuexcep 
iionable, but th it, in the existing state 
of ofiatrx, it was attended with incou 
V6uieni.es and tliat he could not con 
sent ro the maich to Tieves, lest he 
should eviu)»e Majence These de 
elamtions of the intentions of Piussm 
t \citt d the gi eatei sensation m Europe, 
that, cvei since the war began, it had 
been supposed that the cabinots of Ber 
liif and Vienna were united m the 
closest bonds of alliance, and the Con 
vention of Pilnitz was universally re 
garded as the ti*ue basis ot the anti re¬ 
volutionary coajjitaon The confederacy 
appeared to be ou tho verge of dissolu 
tion btimulated b;;(the pressing dan 
gers of his situation, the Flector of 
Mayeuce, who of all ^ Qmaanio 
poweis was exposed to i£e first attack 
of the j^V^voIuiiomsts, was mdefatigable 
in his efforts to prevent the wuthdrawid 
lof Prussian troopB, and, by his ex 


ertions, a proposition was favouiabh 
lectiivod by the Diet of the I nipue l<jr 
taking them mto the pay ol the 
jiowers M uwlial Moellendorf soon 
after received oidors to suspend liii 
letrcat 

30 Ihzs cliauge in the Piuasian pHim 
arose irom the \ asst cxei tiona whioii Mi 
Pitt at thw period made to hold to- 
gtther the bands of tho loiifederacy 
Alone of all tho statusmen of his d 13 
the British minister jierceived the full 
extent of the dangei wluch menaced 
Furope, from the spreading ol tlu levo- 
lutiomi} toiient ovei the a<lioming 
stitcs, and tlie immeiist peiil of tin 
speedily coming to pi»s fiom the dm 
Bions whuh weie breaking out 
the ollieit poweis, caused by tin dis 
tiaction of uiteiests Nobuoiki there^ 
foi e, was he informed of the intended 
dtfectiou of liu ftii, than he cxeittd 
ill hiR influenep to Inm^;. hick the ca 
binet at Biiha to moie latioual senti 
ments, aiul liberallv ulvoneed tlieti^a 
Hurcs of Biituu to It tain tlie Pius&im 
tioops in a contefot i&o vital to none as 
to Pmissia herself Bj bis oxertioiiH a 
treaty Woa signed at the Hague betw ©eu 
Ihussia, Holluid, and Oiuit Biitun 
bv w hich it was stipulated that Pi uh 
R ia should retain an army of sixty two 
thousaud vetei im in tbe field, while 
tlietwo littei should furnish a subsidy 
of ^50 000 a month, bemdes £400,000 
tor putting the oitny into a fit condi 
tiDu to undertake a eampeagu, and £3, 
12 s. H month to each moA, as au eqm 
val^t tor the expenses of his mauite 
nance while engaged in active seiTicc 
By a separate article it was provided, 
^'thatedl conquests made by this at my 
shall be mode m the names of the two 
maritime powers, and shall remam at 
Uieir disposal during the coui^e of th» 
war,^ and at the peace hhdll be made 
such use of as they shall de^ pro 
per ' 

dl However mentoxious were the 
exerUofis of Mr Pitt, in thus sgun 
bnnging Prussia into the field, ^ter its 
gov«»iimefit had formdly afiuounoed 
the intention of withdrawing from tlte 
confederacy, it woe in pail) forcseui, 
what the event soon <iexnonbtiwtcd, 
that the succours stipulated iiom that 
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pawei would pi ove of the most intffi 
cieiit dosciiption^ ind tb it uotliing was 
to bo expected from tbt troops of i 
leading ht ite eng iged as hircliut,s, con 
trary to the national feelings adid the 
sectet incbnations of tbo govtinmeut 
in what they deemeil a foieigii cansi * 
Ibe diRcontentof the tioops w is loudly 
pioclaimed ^hen it transpired that 
they were to >>e tranefene<i to tbt pay 
of Gie-it Biittiin and thej openly niui 
njiucd at thi ibsgrace of baMug the 
soldiers of tbe great i'redeiick sold like 
iiicrcen'uies to a foreign power The 
tjoopB came to tbe field in teiras of tbc 
convention, but their gallant oiiiceis 
were tetteied by secret lUstiuctiouH 
which rendered tliem of littio ical soi 
vice, and the Prussian arm} hod neither 
earned credit to itsell nor acqompbshi d 
lanefil foi tlie common cause b} its 
conduct in the field, before the cabinet 
ot Beihu lonaally withdrew horn the 
alliance 

32 General Mock wlio^e subsequent 
and unexampled misfortunes should 
not exclude the recollection of the abi 
hties, in a particular department, which 
he really possessed, was lutilisted by 
the Auatiian and Bntihh government'^ 
with the preparation oi the planot the 
c impaign f and he proposed one which 
boie the marks of decided talent and 
which if vigorously earned into cftect 
by a sufficient force, promised the most 
biilbant results Tlus was to cojn]>leto 
tho opening through the t lench bai iici 
by the capture of Londrecies, and, ba\ 
nig done bo, march with the whole 
'illu d army in Flanders, 160,000 stroftg, 
Rti light by iioon on Paris, while the 
Prussian furceg, by a forward nioVe 

* U was asked in tho House of Peer^ w ith 
n too prophotu splnt^ by the M<«rquw ol laus 
(low no Could tho Kuig of Pnisaia, ought 
the King of Prussift. to divest hitnself of Ills 
mtural duties? CouUl it he expected that 
ho would fiilftl engagenjohts so tns lo! in com 
^risou* Was not Poltuid likely to firmish 
bun employment for hi<i tioops and that 
too at his own door ? There ne^ er were two 
powers hftted one anotbes more oordrallv 
th lu Prussia and Aus>tiia, and wore Knglish 
innncos likely to allay tlio discord ? Was it 
not probable that Fredonck William would 
take our subsidies but find pretexts ibi 
evading thu perfoimance of An}thlnti In ro 
turn worthy of tbe iiiuruc? —Paii My$t 


ment on the Bide of Namur suppoitcd 
the opeiatiou ' AVitli 150,000 men, 
eaidlie * I wouldpuehfoiward astioug 
idvanced guard to Pans, with 200 000 
1 would engage to remain thexe Ht 
pioposed that West Flandeis bhould be 
inundated by tioops it the sime time, 
BO that the mam army, m the coui^'C 
of its peril JUB idvance should Lave no 
disquu tude for its fiank and i ear TLi-j 
plan wift ably conceived, and vs-as cvi 
dontly tbe t>nc which should have been 
adopted in the preceding campaign, 
but it w as not adopted, in oonsequeuee 
qt the htiong rtmonstiaaces of the in 
habitints ot Wc&t blinders igainsil a 
mea&urewhich promi'^edtortndei their 
piMVince the theatre of wor and the 
joalousy of the Prussi in govcintmnt, 
winch precluded anv efiet tual co opei a 
tioii fioin being obtained on that aide 
of tbe line This left tho whole wiight 
of the contc'.t to fill on the Austnunfi 
and British, whose fortes were not of 
sufficient numerical stiength lor the 
stiugglet buawaie of tlie immen‘-e 
iDilituy lesonrees and a&ccuding spirit 
ot then adversanes, the Alhts lebolved 
to captiuc Landiecies, and from that 
base match directly to Parw Piepai i 
toiy tothis movement, then whole aiiny 
w IS, ou the 16th ^pn], reviewed by the 
Fmpeior of Austna on the plains ot 
Cat( lu , they amounted to neaily a 
hundred and fifty thousand nidi, and 
wtio particultuly distinguiahtd by the 
superb appeal ance of the cavahy, eon 
stitutmg a foice nppaieiitly capiblc of 
conquering the woild 

33 Instead of piofitingb} this im 


t 111 © Jirnues wcio disposed as follow j — 


French 

of tlio Ndtii, 

220 000 

MoscUo and Ithuic 

2B0 000 

Alps 

60 000 

FttStem Pyrenees 

80 000 

WcRtaru ditto 

80 000 


60 OOO 


780 000 

Flanders, 

UO OOO 

Duke of York, 

• 40,000 

Austiians on the t^huic 

60 OOO 

1 xusslanS on ditto. 

66,000 

laixembourg 


Bmigrints 

TSOOO 


jar,000 
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siense a^entblsge of ntrength to Ml 
upon tho still scattered^ and, in pnrt, 
undisciplined forcea of their eueunes^ 
the troops were on tbe following day 
divided into eight i olumns, to oppose 
the French foi*oes, which were still di 
Tided in that manner The sie^^e of 
Landrecies w&j shortly after formed, 
while a large portion of the allied army 
waa stationed w a covti mg forct Alter 
ten cU} B of open ti^enohes and a most 
se7<re bombard Unent, which almost to 
tally destroyed the town, this impor 
taut fortress capitulated, and the gam 
sou, consisting of five thousand mop, 
was made j^isoneis of wai Duiiug the 
progress ot this attack, the Fiench ge 
neials, stimulated by the orders of the 
Committee of Fubho Si^vation, made 
reituated efibits to mso tbe siege 
Then endeavours weie much aided b> 
the nbsuid adherence of the Allies to 
the old plan of dividing their fortes 
they titmbled at the thoughta of leav 
mg a single road open, as if the fate of 
the war depends d up(m closing every 
avenue into Flanders^ whtu they were 
contemplating a march to Pans The 
plan of the P^publicans consisted in a 
series of attacks on the posts and corps 
forming the long cordon of the Allies, 
follow!^ by a stnous advance ol the 
two wings, the one towaida ITiilipMUc, 
the other towaids Dunkirk On the 
2fith Apnl, the movement m advance 
took place along tbe whole hue The 
centre, whichadvanoedagainsttheDuke 
0 £ Yolk nearCambie^, expenouced the 
most bloody reverses the He 

pubheaua arrived at the redoubts of 
TroisviUe, defended by the Puke of 
York, they were vigoiously retjeived by 
the Bittish guards m front, auppoited 
by Fiukcs ScHWA&xgEKBCEo, after 
wards so well known os gencr^issuno 
of the olhed forces, commanding a regi 
ment of Austrian omiaesiers, whiie Ge 
neral Otto aseailed themin flank at the 
head of the Bntish oftvaliy, led by the 
15th huss^, yH^eh drove hea^ongf 
through^their whole hue hy a imost 
hnUiaot charge, an^^omji^i^ted iheir 
ro^ Kot m the whede Pemnaular war 
WAsamoresplendiddispUyof the powder 
vi cavalry made than on this ocoamon i 
^ u It had been followed up with vigour^ 


the hmneh army would have been to 
tally defeated As it was, the whole 
centre was dnvin back in cotiiusiou to 
Canibiay, with the loss of thirty five 
pieces cf cannon, and above four thou 
sand men While this disaster was 
expenenced on the leftccntie of the 
Fi i nob at m}, their nght-centre was not 
luoio suctcKsfal T-bat poi-tion of them 
it fust gamed some advauidge over the 
coips ot the Austiims who theie com 
posed the coveung foi a , but the latter, 
having been leinloxced, and 6upporie<l 
by t numcious luiilliry, resumed the 
oJFensive, and lopulsetl tbe assmlants 
w ith great lots 

34 But thesse advantages, how con 
siderable soo\ex, were countei balanced 
by a severt check txpeiieiiced b> CV 
iicial < hmfuat, whose corps formed Uu 
cxticme light of the allied hnc. On 
that Bide the Republicans bad aasem 
bled fifty thousand men luider Souhani 
and Moiciu, whi<.li. on the i'lth April 
advanced against the Austnin forces 
Assailed by superioi nuiubera, Clan fait 
was driven back to Toumay, with tht 
loss ot thiity pieces of cannon, and 
twelve hundi^ prisoners His retieat 
seemed to lendtir wholly defiperato tlic 
situation of u bngude of three thousand 
Hanoxenans, now shut up in ])deiun, 
and faoou fuiiouBly bombarded But 
their brave commander, supported 
the resolution of a laige body of i vench 
emigrautR who were atfiojched to his 
corps, resolved to cut his way* through 
the besiagere, and» thioi^gh the heroic 
valoui of his follower^ succest^ully ac 
complndiedhisolgect FnuoeCobuurg, 
upon the intelligeELCe of this miefbrtune, 
detached the Ijmke of York to Tourn ly 
to support Chdrta*.t, and remained with 
the rest of his forces in the neighbour 
hood of Landreoieai, to pixt that place 
m a state of defence * 

36 Convinced, by the failure of their 
attacks on the oent^ ^ the AUits, that 
their foioee were insufficient m that 
quart0F, tiie Committee df Fubho Salva 
tioj^ wjymg on the j^uaetiVity and luke 
Vnwtoaees oi the Pmsaiaua OU the cx 
treme ngbt of then* vtet hue of opera 
ihmfv took 4fce energetic resolutiou of 
ordewg Jourdan to reinforce Ike aimy 

the HoseUe with fifteen thoueand 
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men drawn ft om the Rhine aiul, aftei 
leaving i coips of obseivation at Lux 
<mibourg, to m irch-w ith forty five thou 
sand men upon the Ardenne forest, 'ind 
mute hamself to tli army on the Sambrt 
Thib bold conception of strengthcnuii, 
to au ovei whelming dtgrte, what ap 
pearc d the decisive point of the long 
hue of operatione, and thiowing ninety 
tlunisand men on its extremis lott on 
the Hanibre had a most inipoi tant et 
ftci on the futuie fah of the campaign, 
and fi>nued a sinking contrast to the 
meaaiues of the Allies, who deemed 
themselves msecure even whtn medi 
tuting oilensrre opeiations unless the 
whole ivenues of the country tliej oc 
tupitd weie tquallv guarded by do 
t iuhed coi p« 1 ho defection of Pi uasia, 
which daily became more evident, pro 
vented them fiom obtaining uiy co 
opeiiitiun on thtir own left Hank to 
uiunteta<'t this cluiige m the enemy s 
lino of attack , while i veu in their own 
p^i*t ol the line the movemeuts were 
vttcill iting, and totally unworthv of the 
fepkndid f6rce at then diaposd On 
the lOlh May, Clairfait, without any co 
operation fiom the othei parts ol thi 
line, cnissed. the Lys, and attacked the 
Kepnbiioaii troops aroiuid the town of 
Canibra) An obstinate engageuunt 
ensm d, with Various success, w hich w as 
continued on the succeeding day with 
out any decisive advantage having been 
g uned by cithei party Four thousand 
men were lost on each side, and the 
opposing forces I'emamed much where 
they had been at their commencement 
—a striking proof of the murderous 
uud indeounve nature of th^ waifhre 
of posts, whudk, without any adequate 
success, oceafiio&ed an ihcessant con 
sumption of human life 
86 But the penod Was now approach 
mg when the gSnius of Carnot was to 
infuse a new element into this indeci 
sive warftu^ On the May, the 
Frem^ army on the Sambre crcHaaed 
that river, with the design of execUtiUg 
his plan of opemtions, but the Ailtes 
having collected iheir fiwees to coter 
the important city of Mions, sad taken 
post at a fortified position at Orand 
^gs a furious battle enaUfid, which 
teimmated m the Repubhcaos buug 


defeated and driven acioss the same 
nvci, wuth the lose of ten pieces of can 
uon, and four thousand men. But the 
h tench having remained masters of the 
budges over the rivei, and being urged 
St Just and Ltbas, who tlireatened 
then generals with the guillotine il they 
weie not victoiioua, again ciosstd on 
the 2*>th, and leturned to tlxe cUaige 
But they k( pt so bod a look out that, 
on the 2iih, they were siupnscd and 
comphtely louted by the Austiians, 
uudirrimoeKaumte Thewholaaimy 
w IS fljing in confusion to the bridges, 
when Klmbeb, destined to future cele 
biity, armed in titqt. with fresh tioops 
to airebt flit victoiiouB em my, and pro 
seive the ainiy fiom total destruction 
As* it was, however tliej were a second 
time driven met the Stmbyt, with the 
loss of f<Ma thousand men, ind twenty 
five pieces of aitiHciy 

87 While blood was flowing m 'inch 
torientB on the banks of the bambie, 
events ot still gieater importance oc 
curred m West Flanders The Alliea 
had theie collected ninety thousand 
men, including one hundred and thirty 
three squadrons, under the immediate 
command of the Emperor, and tho 
hituation of the left wmgof the French 
sugge*>ttid the d^ign of cutting it oft 
fiom the mam body of tJie (Umy, and 
ioicing it buk upon the sea, whcie it 
could have no alternative but to sur 
under Foi this puipoae, then tioops 
were divided into six columns, which 
were moved by concentnc lines on tlu 
Fi'tfiich corps posted at Tuicoing Had 
they acted with more concut and 
moved on a better line, the attack 
would have been crowiwd with the 
most splendid suoceaa But the old 
^stem of dividing t-Ucir forces made it 
terminate in nothing but disastt r The 
diftWrent columns, some of which were 
s^)arat&d from each other by no less 
than twenty leagues, did not amve 
simnltaueously at the point of attnu^ 
tnd although each singly acted vigor 
ously M hen brought into action^ there 
was not the unsfcv m thear operations 
requisite to success Some mequsider* 
able advautogos were gamed user Tur- 
comg on the 17th, but thf) Kepubhcaos, 
havmg now concentiated their troops 
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in a central position, ■w?ere enabled to Ruccesaivo additions to nearly one hun 
tall mth an overwhelming forct, on the dred thousand men, with the intentiou 
Jusulated columns of their adversaries of forcing the passage of tlie Scheldt 
At thfveiu thi morning of the besieging Toumay, and captunng a 
18th, General Soutani, with forty five convoy which was ascending that elver 
thousand, attacked the detached corps They at first succeeded lu driving m 
of Geneial Otto and the Duke of York, the outposts, but a reinforcement of 
while another corps of fifteen thousand British troops, commtinded by General 
advanced agmn&fc them from the side of Fov aaid seven Aiifatnan battaliom 
Lisle The fii-»t, thit of General Otto, having arrived to support the Haiio 
was defeated witli^u-eat loss, the latter, venans in that qunrtei, a def^erate am' 
though it at fit at defended itself with bloody conflict ensued, in which the 
vigoin finding its communication cut firmness of the Biitxah at length pro 
off with the remamder of the army, vailed ovei the impetuosity of then 
imd auriound(d by a greatly superior adversaiica, and the village of Pont X 
ferce disbanded ondtemL to flight—a chin, wlucli was the point of contest 
circumstance which ultimately proved botw cen them, finally remained in th( n 
fortunate, as, had they maintained then hands The battle continued from five 
ground tho} ceitainly would h iv« been m the moj nmg till nine at nigbf, when 
madepiisoners bosuddenwastht rout, it ttrminatfd by a geiioial charge ol 
thattheDukeof York hunsplf owed his the Vlliee which drove the enemy fiom 
safety to the fieefcucss of hxa Inuse -a the field * In this action, which wo* 
circumstance which, much to hia credit; one of the most obstinately contested 
h e had the caudoui to admit in biu offi of the camp ugn, the Fi ench lost abov c 
cial despatch 8uch was the defect of wx thousand njeti, but such was th^ 
the combinations of Prmce Coboui g fatigue of the victors, after an etigaj^c 
that, at the time that his central col ment of such sevehty and duration 
umns weie thus ovci whelmed by an that they were unable to follow up 
enomous mass of sixty thousand men, their success 'fwtnty thousand men 
the two columns on his left, amounting hod fallen on fhe two aides in theot 
to not lew than thirty thousand under murderous battles, }>ut no decisive ad 
the Archduke Charles and Kinsky re vantagt, and hardly a fbot of ground 
m^ued in a state of absolute inaction had been gained by either fferty hind 
At the some time Claiifait, with seven ing that ho could make no improsaion 
t^cn thousand on the right, who came in thib quartei, Pichegru resolved to 
up too late to take- anv active part in Ciiri^ the theatre ot war into W^^t 
the engagement, was obbged to retire, FlatiderB, where the country,^ mtci 
after captunng seven pieces of cannon spcted by hedges, was less favourabk 
poor compensation for the total to the allied oavsJry, and Ke, in const 
rout of the oenti®, and the moral die qucnce, laid to Ypres About the 
advantages ot V defeat In this action, same tim^, the Emperor conducted b n 
where the Allies lost three thousand thousand men m person to reinforcf 
men, and sixty pieces of cannon, the the army on th® Sambrt, and tlie right 
sapenority of the French generalship wing of the AUies, thus weakened, le 
was very apparent Inferior, upon the mained in a defensive position 
whole, to the mass of their ^ponentn, Toumay, ^hich ij^as fortified wtth tlr 
^ey had greatly the advanta^ in ndm utmost care 

bers atthepoxntof £d;tadk. It must be 40 The jnd>e(3sive results of the'^ie 
admitted, however^ ihat» alter having actfomir which oieariy demon 

pt^^tied the centre, they ^tflioUld hav% 
reaped eoihefhing more them tic 
tery than the hare poeSesSimi ctf the 
ifleld of battle 

^ <!>n the SiSd 3|ay, Xhchegru, who 

now assumed the comnumd, renewed 
the attack, With a fince now rsjsed by 


* The Bmpexcv Fmneis was on horsebade 
tot tWelyo hours darfiig this bloody day 
(^cssanUytraversliigtheiiuik^ andantmactn^ 
the soldiers to contimwtheir exertions'- 
*<lonr«|» «y>fHeads saidl^ when tnev 
aboQt to fftoh yeta fhw more 
exertusw ohd » ovar own — 
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Btrated the great atrength of tht Re states to contribute anything to the 
pubhums, and the desperate strife (onuuon cause, and the evident pu 
which awaited the Allies, m any at Uility of a hiige party amongst them 
tempt to coni^ucr a countiy abounding for the Fieuth alliance, lendered it 
in such defenders, produced au impor matter of great doubt whether it vt i 
tfuit change in the Ausiiiau couucilh expodi«,nt on behalf of such dist uit 
Tbugut, who was es&entially patiiotic fickle, and disaffected subjects to mnni 
lu hia ideas, and leluctantly embarked tarn any longer a conte*it, which, xf un 
in any couttst which did not evidently successful, might engulf half the forces 
conduce to tlie advantage of the hercdi of the monaichy TUeso considerations 
tary states, had longuounshed a seciet were foioiblj inipre'yed upon the mind 
avexsion to the wax in Flmdeis He of the joung 1 mperoi, who, bom and 
could not di'^guiso from himstlf that bxed lu luacany, entei-iamed no par 
these provinces, how oi)uleut and iin ti dity foi lus distant Flemish posses 
porfcant soever m themselves, contri sions Mack Rupported them with all 
bated little to the real sticn^h of the the wtight of his opinion, and stionglj 
monarchy, that their bituation, lax ic “ urged that it was bettci to letjre alto 
moved £r^ Austiia, and close to getUu across the Rhine, while >et the 
hiaijoe, icndercd it bighlj piobable strength of the "inny was unbioken 
that they would, at some no veiy dis than uin the iisk of its being bnried 
tout peiiod, become the prey ot that in the fields of Belgium If hlindeis 
entcrpxising power, and that the chaige was ol such value to the cause of 
of defending them, at so greit a dis Emopeau independtnct, it lay ujwu 
tance fiom the stiength oi the heredi Enghuid, Prussia and Holland, m th( 
buy states, entailed an euoixnous and centre of whoso dominions it lay, to pro 
iinnous oxponse upon the Imperial vide me isures fox its defence but the 
huauces. Impressed with these ideis, leal interests of Austiia lay uearei 
he liarlfor some time bteu x evolving home, and her battalions requned to 
XU his nund the project of abandoning be scon in dense army on the Maritune 
tliese distant provinces to tlicir fate, Alps, or on the bhoxes of the Vistula, 
iiid looking out fora comptus itxon to where vast and tertile provinces wete 
Austnaxn Italy ox Bavana^whcio its about to fall a prey to hex ambitidUR 
new acquisxtxou might lio adjacent to neighbours Should affairs in that 
the hereditaxy siat^ long re quarter assume a favouiable aspect, 

mamed a fixed prmciple in the Irape and the revolutionaty feivoui of tlie 
ual councils, and m these vogue ideas Republic exhaust itself, it would ap 
IS to be found the remote cause of the patently be no di&cult matter to Xo 
treaty of Campo-l! omuo, and appro cover the Belgic provinces, as Piauce 
pliation of Yemci Cobourg bod done lu the preceding 

4l Two days after the battle of campaign, oi, if this should unbappilj 
Turcomg, ft council of state was secret prove xmpossibk, it ww much more 
ly held at the Imperial hcadquaiters, likely that a successful defensive wai 
to deliberato on the measures to be could be maintained with the lesources 
pursued for the future progress of the of the Empire con&utirated round its 
wror Tj'he o])portumty appeared fft- heart, than w hen they were so largely 
vourable to that able sf^tesmam to accumulated in. a distant possession 
bnng fcarwaid his long chemhed pro or if peace became desirable, it cpuld 
j^ci The mcctmtyandlukewarnmeas at any time be readily purchased by 
of the jPnnwaans, notwithatanding the the cession, of piovmces so valuable to 
Biituh subsidy, too plainly demon Siaace, andtheacqui^tianofaxieq^ 
Btrated that no rdmsxoe could be placed valent neaier the Austrian dominions*^’ 
un tb^r peroration, the recent d^s 42 The subject was debated with tho 
Pemte iiptmhs m We^ Flanders sufB d^heration which its importance do 
piipved that no serious uapres^ served, <md at was at length deteiVnmed 
sien ^fta to be mftde in thtt auartei, 'by the majority pf thepounml, tiifttibie 
while the reluctance of the x/lexmsh maintenance of so bu%d«MMe and 
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a v^a^ ftr micU d^fcffi-cted the aiegc hefore Jourdaa aiiived \sith 
auddiataikipo'^sfr^'iioMK was aWaiioiice the army of tho M-wile, whioh was 
with the vital iiittitfats of tb<. stite It hourly ^ xpected The att<iek WB made 
w*w resolved, acuudingl}, that tho Im on the 3d June, and attend^rd with 
peiial troops should, Hoon ns dteenrj complete eucceefe FjT'^ch having 
w-ouidiximit be withdiawnfrom hlau been diiven 

der^ that thiu ii solution should in tlio loss ot Hut 

the mean time be kept % profound tins check was of IdfflMmpoi^tance on 
secret, and to cover the honour of the theda^ follow^g aruvedfiom 

Imperial inns, a geneial battle should the withTOrty ihousaud ||^h 

be hizawkd, md on its if>sue should tioops w 

depend tho course thereafter to be 44 This great r< infarcement throfe 
adopted, but that, in the meintime, into tlu scale when the contending 
the Fmperoi should forthwith dcpai t jiorties were so nojuly Iwvlunce^l, wa? 
foi Vienna, to tike cognisance of tho dtcisi\o of the fate of the campaign, 
ajTaiis of Iceland, which cidled foi in and proves the sagacity with which 
fttmt attention In ci^nforinity with ( arnot acted in accumulating an ovu 
this resolution, he set out shortly otter whelming lorco on this point In i 
foi th it capital, leaving ( obouig in few days the RtpubheanB reorossed tho 
command the army ijver with sixty thonaand men, pcsum 

43 Meanwhile the cornmiasionerB of ed the siege ol Charleroi and soon do 
the Convention, JiUle anticipating the stioyod a strong redoubt which con 
favourable turn which their a^airs atituted the pimcipal defence of the 
were about to t ike £i om the divimoue bi aieged The niiimnent danger to 

of the Allies nothing daunted by the which the city was induced by the at 
reveraes the army of the feambie hul tack of this great force, induct d the 
experienced, were continually etinm Allies to make the utmost efforts to 
latiDg its generals to fresh exertions raise the siege But this t< quired no 
Inviin they repu'tented that tlio sol lees skill than mtrepidity, foi then 
diers, worn out with fatigue without army did not exceed thirty five thou 
shoes, without clothing, stood murh in sandmen, while the trench wore nearly 
neid of lepost ‘Tomorrow, said double that numbei On tliia uccaaion, 
St Just, ‘the Republic must have a the system ot attack by detached col- 
Aictory choose beiueen a battle and umiis was foi once sueoessiul Che 
ft siege (Jonstranie^ by authonties Repubheane weio poerced by a auunl 
who enforced ther^ taneous efioit of two of the dhed col 

guillotine, the geuerais pre- umim, defeated aitd dnven over the 

pared lor a third^HpKition acrosR the Saznbre, with the loes of three thou 
Sambra TowaUaFthe end of May, sand men This succtss, highly hon 
S^4bez made the attempt with troops curable as it Waa to the Austrian arms, 
still exhausted by fatigue, and almost proved in ihevmd prejudicial to then 
starving The consequences were aneh cause, as it induced Pnnee Cobourg 
as might have been expected, the gren to suppose that his left wing was now 
adiem were repulsdS hy the gmpe idiot sufficientJy secure, and to detach aU 
of the enemy, and G^end Xhihesme hm dwposable troope to the succour of 
was routed with little On CSairfiut and Ipres on the nght, whereas 

the 29th, however, Uie indomitable Re it was againdt the other tliat the 
publicans returned to the charge, and, plhnci^foroeseftboBepublicanswere 
after an obstinate engs^ment, suooeed now directed In effect on tho 18th 
ed in forcing back the Impenahstii French army tecrobsed Hie 

and immadiatidy began the mvesteent. Bsambre for the fifth, and commenced 
of Charl^xw, But the amvid bonftawdment of Charierm lor the 

EmpsVor with ten thousand tioopa tlurdtune. The great force with which 
having rahmd the nlHed force in that Hus Stta^ was tu-ide, amounting to 
quarts to thirty flvp thmuHOMi mm, It seventy thousand men, rendered it evi 
Wes' rcficlvsd to make an effort to rUbm d^t ihat ]^nno6 Gobourg had mistaken 
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the pomt whicli required snttporfc, 'ind wtlr made pnsoneiq of war Cobouig 
that it was on the Sambre, and under mxde a tardy moTement for it« relief, 
the walla of Chwltroi, that the docihivc but, hi. irjtig of it'i fall, returned on the 
bittle for the piotoction of Flandom liHh to loumay 
was to be fought ■Vcooidingly, the 4o The Austnann having no\x, in 
major pait of the allied forces were at pursuance ot their pi m of withdrawing 
hngth moved m thit duettion , the trom Handers, fin illy detached them 
Duke of York with the Biitish and selves liom the British tnovwl all thur 
Hanovenans, being Ipft alone on the forces towards their left wing, with a 
Scheldt, at a short distance from ('lair mow to succout Charleroi, wHch was 
fait, who hid iccentlj txpcnemed the sevtrely pi eased by fouidvn On the 
most oxerwhilming levcrses This se 22d, Pnneo Cobourg joined lue left 
paratioii of the forces of the two nx ^nig, but, though the imited forces 
tions contributed not a httlf to aug were s( venty five thousand strong, ho 
menttht misunderfetanding Mhuh ol delayed till the 26th to attack the 
ready pit \ jilod betwien them, and was French army Jourdan, who was ftjjly 
the toitnumci ot uumberksb diaabteis awaie of the inipoctancx of icquinng 
to all this fortress, took mlvaiitage of the re 

4') No sooner imis the departuio of spite which this dchy afforded him to 
thoLmpen)! withreinforcemMitstothe prosecute the siege with the utmost 
army ou the Samhit known to Piche activity This he did witli such kuc 
gni, than ho resolved to take advantage cess that, the battdnes ot the bfdie^ed 
of th( weakness of his adversaries, by having been silenced, the place capita 
piosecutingsenoualy thx lon^ menaced lated outlieevenmgofthe26th Haidly 
Biege of Ipies Claarfaat, not feeing had the gurnson left the gates when 
himself m sufficieut strength to inter' the discharge of ortiUerv announced 
rapt his operations, remained long firm the tardy movement of the Austrians 
m his mtr^ehed camp at Thielt. At for its relief The battle look jdace on 
length, however, the positive orders of the following day, ou the plains of 
hiS8upenorBCom|)elled that able officer Fifcbub, ah cody signalised by a vie 
even with the insufiu lent forces at his tory of Marshal Luxembourg m iC90, 
disposal, to make an attcmjit to raise and was attended by most important 
the siege It was arrangui that this ccmsequencea 

attack should be aided by a movement 47 Tliehrenchanny,whichwosci^hty 
of the centre of the allied army to hia uinb thousand strong, was posted ui a 
support But the design, having been semicircle round the town ot Ghaileroi, 
betrayed to the enem> at Lisle, was nowbecomt,msteadofasourcepfwtak 
prevented from being earned into effect nOss, a d^apput to the Rcpubli 
by a demonetiation from the French cans The« position nearly resembled 
centre by Pichegru The oonsequence that of Napoleon at Leipsio, but the 
was, that the Auatnau genertd was superiority of force on that occasion 
X onipelled to attack alono, and though seemed a very different lesuit to the 
his ooips ftnight with their wonted Allies from ^at which now awaited 
valour, ho was again worsted, and com their sarms The Ilajienaiibts, adhering ^ 
pelled to resume his pofutton in hia in to their system of attacking the euomy 
trenchments, dbtibout havmg distuihed at all points, divided their foi cea into 
the operations ot the siege This was five columns, intending to assail at tho 
the fifth time that this brave <tf5oer same mcmient ail parte of the RepubH 
had fought unsupported, wdulo thirty can position-'^ mode of attack at all 
thousand Austrians lay mactir^ at itimeehawdouSibut especially so when 
Toumay, and six thousand BriWh, an mfenor is engaged mih a Buperior 
uudei Lord Moira, were reposing ftom force Thebattlecommeucedontlte^th, 
the fatigues of their sea voysge at Os at daybreak^ and eontimied with great 
tend T he conaequetioe was, that Iprea vigour thxoughobt toe whxde day The 
oapitulatedafewd&js^c^anditsgar first column^ under the of 

nson, cousistihg of six thouwid mn, the Prmoe of Orong^ attacked ^ leit 
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of the French under Genet al Montajgu, 
and drove them bade to the of 

Fontaine TFvSque , but the Jlepublt 
cane, being there reinforced by fredt 
troops, succeeded an mfuntaining their 
ground, and aepaalsed repeated chaiges 
of the Impel jal ca% dry Dmmga sup 
cessful charge, howevei; the French 
horse ivere themselves assailed by the 
Austrian cuii^ssierB, and diiven back 
an confusion upon the lufantrv, who 
gradually lost ^oa?bd, and at length 
were compelled to fall back to the 
liBifjlits in fivnt of Charferoi Tlie mo 
nieut was cxitical, foi the Atistnans, 
following up their success, were on the 
point of parrying the village of Mmhi 
enues axt Font, which would ha^ e inter 
cepted the whole comtnimications of 
the Republican anuy but Jouidan, 
alarmed at the advance of the en(ui> 
lu tins quarier, moved up Kldber to 
support his left That mtrejiid gcue 
lul hastily eveeted several battenes to 
meet 4he enemy s €re, and int>\ ed foi 
ward Bebvauotte, * the future lung 
of Sweden, at head of several bat 
talions, to the support of Montaigu 
The Allies, under Latour and the lh‘incc 
of Orange, bping unsupported by the 
remtundet of the armj, and finding 
themselves vigorously assailed both m 
fiont and dank, fell bock fiom then 
advanced position and before four in 
the iftemoon all the giound gained m 
that quarter bad been abandoned 

4S While these events were going 
forward on the left, the centie, where 
the villa^ of Fleurus was occupied by 
sixteen ^miaand troops, and ^rongl> 
strengthened by intreupfaments, was 
th0 spene an obstinate conflict The 
attack hx front of the Allies was sue 
^ repuldad» after passing tlie vil 

lage, by the Hre ot arUlleiy on the 
heighta in %e rear but General Beau 
hen, vdth the wmg of the AHi^, 
having attacked and earned the post ox 
LsmbusaH on Freneh«%ht^the Be 
pubheauK on the Iftft were compiled to 
^ve way, and ^ itaporlani post of 
Sleurus, With its great^jredoubt^ stopd 
ptx^ment in Hm midst of the bSmA 
forces, exposed to attack both m front 

* Boo ft biography of BEaKAnom:, chap 

tsc 


and flank The consequence of this 
was that the great redoubt was on the 
point of being taken, and the hrench 
divisions in the ccntit were already tii 
full letreat, wheu Jourdan hastened to 
the scene of danger with six battalions, 
who were formed m close columns, and 
< becked the advunu of the enemy Tho 
French cavalry, under Dubois, made a 
furious choi'gc upon the Imperial ni 
fantiy, ovwthiew them and captured 
flfty pieces of cannon but, being dis 
onlered by their rapid advance they 
were immediately after attacked by the 
Austnau cxurassiers, who not onlyie 
took the whole artillery, but routed the 
victors, and drove them back in coutu 
Sion u]>on then own lines 

49 Meanwhile tlie allied under 
Beaulieu, made t'u most brilliant pio 
gress After various attacks, the vil 
lage of liTiabusart was owTieik and the 
enemj sforces foi the most part,dnven 
across the Bambro, but the vigorous 
file of the bnneh irtillery pre^ented 
tlie Allies from debouching from the 
village, or obtaining complete success 
in that quartoi As it was, howmei, 
the situation of the Republicans was 
disadvantageous in every quartei The 
nglit, undet Moieau, was dliven back, 
and m great ^lart had recrossed the 
river, the left, imdei Montaigu, had 
abEuidoned the field of battle, and re 
^ated to Moi'cbitnuee au Font, while 
the forces m the centae had been m part 
compelled to recede, and %h^ great re 
doubt was m dangei of being 
Four divisions only, those of 
Championneh Kltfber, and Datineir# 
were inacondiUonto make heedsgalnst 
the enemy At tkae otitical moment, 
when deciMve sneoese was withm his 
grasp, Cobourg, hewng of the &M of 
Chaneroi, and fettered% the secret in 
structions he had received, to risk aa 
little ns poitsfkle before fpoan 

Flazkde^ cn;i^ed a 
WithCot dekrvtstihg file mm 
i( may MdUy be affirmed fliat, 
ifi^^z^ceofOrange* mstead of draw 
mg beck bis wingwben be found it too 
far advanced, had imited with oeati^ 

to at^back Fleuxiss and iho main body of 
the fWieb mmy, wkde Beaulien pxw 
ed them fhe side, tks sBceess 
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would Lave been rendered complete, 
and ft glonouH victorj acincv* d 

50 But nothing » penloua aa to 
evince any eymptom^ of vacillation »£ 
tei a general engagement The battle 
of pax^^aed os success hod 

been to the Austnaua, was, m a 
draan engagemeut the loss on both 
sides was uiiriy etpial, being between 
foul thousand and hve thousand men to 
each hide the French bod given way 
on both Wings, the centre with difficult} 
mamtaiued ita ground, and the ImjKj 
naUftts onl} x«ti( ittd because the fall 
of Charh i oi had removed the object for 
which they fought and the stci^t m 
strut tions ot then general precluded 
lum tnun adopting any couikc, how 
biijlmnt uid Uniting soever, which pio 
n I'itd to be attended with auj hazard 
to the unij Neverthflesfl, it was at¬ 
tended uith the most disastious conse 
tpienoen. The loss of b landeiw imme 
diit^l} followed a contcBt which an 
onttrpritsing genual would have con 
verted mto the mo-»t dt cisive tnumph 
Coboii^ retired to Nivclle**, md soon 
ifter tooh post at Mont J<an and 
HctfertoOf at tbe entrance of the forest 
of boignies, little dreaming of the glo 
nous event which^ uudei a ilnUer C(un 
niftiidw, And with the forces of aveiydil 
^ rontl} united alli inco, was tlitre des- 
lined to couuterbalftnce all the ivils of 
whichluspresciibcdretitat formedthe 
i ommtncement Tw o days offcerw irds, 
the Fr^ich issued from their intrench 
ronud Chnifoioi, and at Mount 
defeated tbe allied rearguard^ 
Tlrluch fell back tO Braine le Comte 
Mens was shortly after evacuated, and 
the AUttS, abaitaotting the whole tor 
tresses which they had conquered to 
their own rei^onioes, drew toj^ether m 
fi ont Brusst^s. heveral aotipus took 
place lu the beginmng of July, betwemi 
tbn rM^iguard hf the idii^ and the 
French columns at Mont ^ Jean, 


Ginment to prevent them, that thesfc 
ruinous divisions broke out among th( 
allied powers in B landei s Immediate 
]y afbei the ticity of lOth April w ir> 
signed, Lord Malmesbury, tlie British 
ambassador, set out from the Hague foi 
MacstnCht, where coufeiences wen 
opened with the Fiussion ministei 
Haugwitz, and the I)utch plenipoteu 
tianes Then object was to induce the 
Prussian forces taf leave the banks oi 
tho Rhme, and hasten to the scene of 
decisive opei'ations in Flanders Them 
demands were so reasonnbk, and 
fitnetty m unison with the letter as well 
lU) apint of the ipceut treaty, tbttt*th< 
Puissnu mmisttr could notavoid agree 
mg to them, aud engaged to procuu 
oidm fi am the uibinet of Beilui to that 
effect But Moelltndorf, acting in obe 
dience to E;ecret oideis foom Lis court 
declined to obey the requisition Of the 
plenipotentiaries, and engaged m a 
fouitlcsafiud fugutd expediUoutowarda 
Kaj seiidautem and Sorie Loms, at the 
very time that he was well awate that 
his antagonist Jourdau, with fortj 
thousand men, was hastening by forced 
marches to the deoinive point on tht. 
banks of the Sombre When the d mgci 
became more threatemng, and the h m 
peiot himself had rejMur^ to tho neigh 
bom hood of Charleroi, to make head 
against the accumulating masses of the 
liepabhcans, the same requiaitiuns w ere 
renewed, in a still moie pressing stiaiu, 
by the Biitish and Dutch ministeife * 
but it was all in vaiu 'I he Fi us<^]an 
general Ibetook himbelf to i>ue subtci 
fuge after auofher, alleging that, by men 
acmg Bane Louis and Landau, ho sue 
corned the common cause more effec¬ 
tually thm if he bnmght his whole 
forces to the walls of Charleroi, and at* 
len^h, when dnven from that pretext, 
he jwremptonly refused to leave thjsr 
bai^ks of Uie Hnme The uimistezis of 
the matitime powers upon this broke 


Btalne VAtteud, and Sambro, but ai» , ^ ^ ^ ^ 

kngith, finding nnftWe 16 f whII. 8 iSa tui 


tom bis posi^n without couoenhtftimg 
his foro^ Pritxoe Cobourg abandoned 
Brusaeii^t ^ud foil back behind ihe 
51 It Was not without the most 
stienuoua eserUons of the British gov 
vou Jll. 


< that pay you our subsidise norm ordei* 
that the eubimiwd poWet should employ the 
torCes for Its own purposes iDtho 
Prussian troops do not act ftar tbe oomtbon 
cauM, i»bc 5 depart foom tlio ohlef ebieot oi 
the Haim Si 65 
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ont mto bitter complaintfl at tbe breach time before had kit th( cxtivinitiea of 
of faith on the part of the Proaeian the vast lino extending fwm Phihpville 
government, and reproached the mar to Dunkirk, enabled to unite their vio 
abal with a foot which thev had recently tonoua forces for the occupation of the 
discovered, that, in^dead of sixty two capital of Flanders 
thouBand men, stipulated hr the treaty, 53 The Ausirian cabmet at that 

ajttd paid for by the Allies, only thirty period entertaiin d senons thoughts of 
two thousand received daily rations at ptaoe The opinion was very “general 
the amy The bad faith of the Prus on the Continent, that tht^ feaiful en 
sions was now appai*ent, they were re srgy and bloody proscnptifms of Hobes 
preached With lb Moellendorf denied puirehadconsiderihlyoivlnKdthccfier 
the charge, recriminations issued on vescenee of the Revolution and that his 
both sides at l<aigth t^ey separated, stem and ieleutlessham.l\\*H alone ade 
mufuallj exasperated and Lord Com quute to restrain ita cxocibscs, and le 
wallia declared he would suspend the stoio aD\thing like a loguliir govern 
payment of the British subsidy mt nt at Pans These ideas received a 

52 After the departure of Cobotirg strong confirmation from the speech 
from Toumay, the Allies slipve m vain which he deliver^ on occasion of tho 
to moke head againsttho superior form fiHe of the fenpieme Btxng it was 
of the Repubiicona m jl^time Blan known that he had moderated many of 
dfrs Tournay w»a ev5fu.uated, and the energetic plans of fomgn invasion 
while Picheg^u himself marched upon projected bv Ciraot, and thit hw bro 
Ghent to force bock Clwfait he de ther had used hh infinence to preserve 
tached Moreau with a considerable fttree Pie^lmont and the north of Italy ftom 
to invest the places bordering on tho an incursion, at a tune when the Afiiea 
ocean Jfieujxnt capitulated, Poit weni little in a tondition to have le 
Ecluse, the key of the Scheldt, was sisted it. Tho Imperial govortiment 
blockaded, atid the island of OatUond was lealiy desuous of an actommoda 
overrun by the Rq>ubiiciEWis,whocro8sed tion m older to conccmtiate their er 
the arm of the sea which sepswates it mies and attention upon Pokud, which 
from the mainland byswimanng Clair was hourly npiuoachmg the crisis of its 
fftit, although reinforced by six thou fate, and a huge foiSk^ hod aheady en 
eandBnfcish, who had rapidly marched tered Gallici?^ wh^re they prsfessed 
from Ostend, under Lord Moira, found thtir mhaition of coming m deliverers, 
hmis^ unable to make head agunst and wore reciived with o£»eu am* by 
l^chegrU. *Uho old German tactics of the people of that province Unable to 
cMTyfi^ on war by a ^erioa of pod beai, any more than Prussia, the weitjht 
tjonit wttudj only OOeasionalty succeed of a double contest dh the Rhine and 
^ngamst the meomnderable forces of the Vistula, and deeming the latter 
^iSeia, when guided by the g^na of more raatenal to the mtereflta of the 
Frederick, totally failed wh^ opposed monarchy than the tornu r, they hod de 
to tho vehem^t ardour and meimaust fimtivdy determined at Vienna on the 
abk numbom of the Revolntionwy abandonment of thi Btlgian iiroviac^, 
%rmie$. After m rmu attempting* m and ■vrere now only desirous of extn 
edojuaotimi with Cobourg, to cover catmg themselves from a contest in 
Brnsselsj be wae oompeUed to &I1 bade, whndi, as it appyiU*ed to them, neither 
b^hd ttjio Dyle. while the Duke of bmioxw nor profit waa to be gamed A 
York also m the same chreietton, aecrdfc nnderatanding^ in oonsequence, 
and encamp^ between Malmes and I tUok:>plAce between Cobourg and the 
Louvam. rae’retreat of tho aRled the ronditions of which 

Tictonoqa armies of were^ tttat the Austnans should not be 
mm jlWrdan %o uuite ^tibek disquieted lU'^oir ratioatto the Rhine, 
where they met on and the RepuMicanfi permitted, with 
And tlma, by a senes out molestation, to reslute the fot\« 
movetnenta ima glorious great fortresses whicii had been wreat 
were two anftwa, whiA a shoi*t ed hronce m the preceding and 
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preReiit campaign The fall of Robes 
pitm pr^’veoted these overtures fi<jm 
coming to any fuiiher ifesue, but they 
early attract^ the &tteutioa of the vi 
gilimt mmister who directetl the afliura 
of Great Butam, and he urged his tim 
bnasodor to make the sti ongest remon 
etrancee agtunst a step so prejudicial to 
the mtei*eats of Lni ope But tho Aus 
tnans were resolute m their dotenui 
nfttioiirto abandon h landers, alleging as 
a reason the *nconstancy and disafleo 
tion of ii» inhabitants ‘*lo behold a 
people so ]ufatuate<l, said Count Mst 
TFRKICH dftera aids so celebrated as the 
^reat diplomatic leader, to Lord Cum 
wallis, ^ as, notwithdt'mdmg the most 
pi^sslug exhortations to take up arms 
in defence of their religion, their wide 
ptndeuo«^ and pioperty, to refuse to 
move and volmitanly pl«ice their necks 
under the yoke, singing Ca Ira, is a phe 
noiuonon restrved for these days ot de 
Bolatiou 

54 The Biitish forces, nou entirely 
ditaohed fW>m then alhen, weie posted 
behind the canal of Malmes and they 
nmouuted to ibovo thuty thousand 
Bntish and Hanoyenaus, and hfteen 
thousand Dutch Their object was, by 
remaining on the defensive, to covet 
Antwerp and Holland, while the Aus 
tnans retn ed by TirU mont upon Luge 
In ^28 way, whiU the Republicans re 
mained with their centre at Bruesels, 
!Uid then wings extending from Wil 
woide to Namin', their adversaries re 
tired by dxmffinp lines tnwank the 
uortli the SQuili, and every bucoes 
fiiye day*a maich' carried farther 
from each other—a srtato affairB of 
all others the moat calamiioas, lu pre 
smioe of an entei’prismg enemy, occu 
^log a central position between ^enu 
The Mlash were intent only on cover 
mg Antwerp* and HoRtoid, the Imp® 
on diawmg nearet to tMr ye- 
soul cesfttCulogneaod Coblanie. If either 
recollected that, by e^ftfatong their 
foi ers, they gave the enemy the meioat 
of cTuahnig either aeparaielj at ^lea 
sure, and ^at the seonet oonven&cns 
With the Awdnatta eapoeed the Bt;ttish 
to the whole weight attack ^eir 
aeparation, too, left him in poa^esaian 
pf a salient position, which would soon 


render both the provinces of the t ower 
Rhine and the United Provmces uu 
tenable 

65 Contrsuy to the expectations of 
all who weie not luitiated into the mys 
teru sof thediplotuacy, 'indmoppositiou 
to what might have been expected from 
thf previous energy of their measures, 
the Committee of Public Salvation ar 
rrstetl their army in the career of vie 
tory, and paisly^ a hundred and fifty 
tbou'i'mi men, m possession Of an m 
temal hnc of commumcation, at the 
moment when then enemies weie dis 
united, and incapable of rendenng each 
other any asbidtauce This was the re 
suit of the secret understanding with 
Pnnee Coboutg, which has jubt been 
mentioned On the 16th July, the 
canal of Mahnea was foioed, after on 
inoon 3 idci*able resist&nco by the Dutch 
troops, and the Dnke of York letired 
to Antwerp, which was soon after eva 
cuated, and his whole forces concen 
taated towards Broda, for the defence 
of Holland On the ^her wmg, Jour- 
dan, more in appearance than reahty, 
puisued lus ad voltages against Oo 
bourg, and, after sevmal mcousider 
able engagements with the rearguard, 
Liege and Tongres were evwuated and 
the Austrians retired behind the Meuse 
Bat, with thesi exceptions, nothing as 
attempted by tho R^iubhcans for seve 
ral weeks, while the goveitunent waited 
redui^ion of Valcucieunes and the 
other places captured by the Allies 09 
the frontier at the commencement of 
the war 

56 Toliiistenthcirreduction,abloody 
decree was passed by Convention, 
ordaming their commanders to give no 
quarter to any gamson which should 
not Burmader within twenty four hours 
after the firistsiiznmons Thehuipanity 
of the Ri^ubhcan genends mads them 
rafiise to carry this atrocious mNier into 
execution, and R was soon after 
dered nn^tory by the &ll of 
pienm on the 27m July (9^ 
dor) The govamor irf CondA, 
summoned to sui^der m vit^ue 
this disgraceful 

generals, replied, ** oput ndlmi bed 
no right to decreee of 

another natimi, and that he pm 
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long ]m defence so as to deaerv© the 
ostecn^ of tixe French themselTos ** The 
Oommittee of Public SolTataon, undei 
Cikfnot'^ directaoBy feeling the uiiqnitjr 
of the manure, to^ advimti^ of ficti 
tious dela^rs to allow the garmoxn to 
capitulate on the tiatial terms. G^eral 
Scherer collected a body of ti oops from 
the intenoi and the neighbouring gai 
naons^ formed the ai^e succea 
sitely of Landrecies, fiueanoy, Condo, 
indVakucieimes, all<« which fell afttr 
a tndini, resistance, before the end of 
4-Ugaat At the same time the dociee 
alr^y mentioned won passed by the 
Con^ntion, prohibiting their armies 
trom giving quarter to the Bntish or 
Hanoyenans who might fall into their 
hands ** Repubhoon soldiers '" 

Bart re, utf the repoit on which that 
cree was foundetl, “you must, when 
victory shall put into ywurporiei eithei 
English or Hanoverians, stnke without 
mercy , not one of them ought to re- 
tnm to the tr utoious torntory of Eng 
hmd, or to be brought into France 
Let the &iglah »lave$ peruke let 
Fixrope he free ^ To this deciee the 
Duke of York repbed by an older of 
the day, Wortigr the nation whose 
foxees he led, and the cause with which 
he was intrusted, ordering oU hiench 
capiires to be treated with the same 
humanity as before-* This generous 
conduct had the desired efT^, the 
humane efforts of Idle Bntish oommau 
dern were seconded by the correspon 
dmg feelings of the French officers, and 
the ^ both sides were treated 


with the same humanity as before the 
issuing of the bloody decree 

67 Willie the fortune of war, aftei 
a desperate struggle, was thus decisively 
inolimag to tlie Kepubhean mde on tlie 
northern, events ot minor imporhmce, 
but still upon the 'to hole favourable to 
the French arms, occurred on the eaat- 
em and southern fiouticrs The dubi 
ous conduct, oi mtbei evident defection 
of Piu^io, paralysed all the operations 
on the Rhine Sixty thousand i'rua 
Stans and Saxons were assmblcd lound 
Ma>encc, and along th^ Kahe, and ^e 
departure of Juurdtiu, With forty thou 
sand, to leiuforce the army on the 
Sombre, offered the fairest opportunity 
of rummmg offensive oporti^ona \ntu 
a prcpondcmting fuict on the Moselle 
Onlj two cUvibions, at a distaiK e from 
each other i*emiuneil between Thion 
viile and Kayscrslautern, and tliougli 
the Rcpablioan government made the 
greatest exertions to reinforce them, the 
utmost that 1 ould be done was th luibt 
the out to twenty and the othei to ton 
thousand men hi or was the supenoi 
ity less decisive on the Upp^i lihiiie 
where fifty thousand Imia-naliutsforui 
ed the cordon from lUleto Mayeuce, and 
seventy thousand moreiure prepaud 
for active opeiutiona, while tihe force 
in the field, under General Michaud, to 
oppose them, was only thirty six thou 
sa^ Snpportod by fifty thousand stall 
retam^d m ^ risen by tho oautunis pol 
icy of the Frenth goverameufc. 

68 Yel^ With this immense eupen 


* He ^ttid in that noble document, * The 
Katkw ^nveiM^ has Just passed <i de 
omtoat their mldlgm shall give ao quarter 
to tll^ Bdtieh or HMKWertan troope His 
Royal Hlgbpam adif(»pah» th^ iawt^tion 
hci^ Whldti haa naturally an^ in 
the minds of brave whom he 

addresses upoa yooslvtug tots iafortaatfon 
He desirea, nowet^ to ywlad tboxn that 
mercy tothev|MaishedlttlMbHghtoi^^ 
m the soldterschawtor and wtek^M wi|«a 
not to suffinr their reaentgmt to 1^ thtsh 
to any prodpitate OM crUU^ty on fheb 

C width ma^ aa% 
muiredintbtwcm 

the ttsfm ba«e^ 

?!tt the ^tjOf 

Witt* 

thd former^ 


turv m thWi mutual esteem HuifUinitv ma 
kindneav ha^ e at all times tenon place the 
metaut that oppositiou csaloA and the some 
Uoah hat been nnqucntl> seeaco^eHngthoHe 
whoworeaoufidea fneuditandenemies, while 
induNaimruatsly oonve>ed to the hos|>it do < t 
toe cooqnewws The mtUh mid Hanovoriau 
armies wfiil not beilove that mo Freaoli na 
tion, ercii nader iUcir ptesuit iuf^uatlon, 
can so farfeigitt ttmir character as soldici s 
as to jmy imy Attention to a decree as miu 
to tbetnsalyas aa it is di^rraceHtl to 
ilialr tmtoraiwont and thovetoro hia Boial 
BighuiSse tmiM that the soldlcTS of both tm 
tom wUh atofino ihoir sontunents of abhor 
rraee to the Ration^ bomeh^on ntona 
ph^od that toey will be joined ui thoin bv 
© .Ver y PVencimaAii wbh poa*iefi»c« one spfttK. 
ojrh^iun or one prtncipte of a *»‘dwr 

Suite JPapm, Ito 
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onty of force, the Allies in this quarter perioiity of the French forces would 
djd nothing Instead of assembling, as hare enabled them to hme mstantl^ 
they might easily have done, eighty commenced the inTasion of Itaty , but, 
thousand men, to attack the centre of pfeaaed in other quarters, the Coxntnit 
the Ft ench hues on the Rhine, and re tee of Public Salvation, undei the dii ec 
heve the pressure which operated so tions of Robespierre, contented them 
severely on the Sambre, they oontented selves with eiyomlng their commanders 
themselves with detaclung a small force to diive the enemy over the Alps, and 
to dislodge the Republican post at get possession of the passes, defemng 
Morlautern A slight advantage was to a future year the long wished for ir 
gmuul at Kayaerslautom over the Re ruption into thedtalum pi'ovinces Ihe 
publican division intrusted with the first operations of the Republicans were 
defence of the gorges and General not auccessfuL GenemlSarret, with a 
Hiphaud, unable to make head against detachment of two thousand mop, was 
such supei lor forces, retired to the in repulsed at the kittle St l^maid, while 
trcnchments of the Queich, while the the column destined for the atticL of 
army of the Moselle resumed the posi the Mont Ceuib was Also unsuccessful 
tion It hod occupied at the close of the Far fiom being discouraged by these 
pieceding campaign Shortly after, tnfiing reverses, OeuCral Pumas ]re 
Miclxaud received powerful i emforce turned to the charge with more con 
inents, <tnd mode vigorous preparations siderable forces, and on the 23d A}>nl, 
for resuming, the ofitusive, while the after a vigorous resistance, mode him 
Bntinli ambuu^sador vainly eudeavrmred self niastei of the first piuts, which was 
to btimulat© thf King of Prussia to ©xe followed on the 14th May by the <ap 
cute the port assigned him m the treaty tnre of the second. The loss of Mout 
of the Hague The whole attention of Cenis cost the Sardinians six hundred 
Prussia was fixed on Poland, and the prisoners and twenty pieces of cannon 
movements of Geneial Kosciusko So By these successes, the whole iidge of 
intent was the oabmot of Berlin on the the higher Alps, separating Piedmont 
partition of that country, that nothing irotxi , fell mto the possession of 
could induce them to give any direc ihe Republican generals, and the keys 
tioUS for the prosecution of the war on of Italy were placed in the han(.ls of 
the Rhine, till after the fall of Charleroi, the French goveniment 
the battle of Fleurus, and the i*emforce 60 Nor were the operatiouR of tho 

ment of the Republican armies on the Republicans less succewul on tho ftou 
Rhine, had rendered it impossible to tiers of Nice The counsels of the 
resume the ofiensive w ith any prospect leaders were there directed by Qeneml 
of advantage Buonaparte, wtiiose extraordinary mill 

In the south, the reduction of tary abilities had already given mm an 
Lyons and Toujioo, by rendering dia ascendancy far beyond lus rank. His 
posable the forces employed in the siege design was to turn Saamo by its left, 
of these Cities, gave an early and deci and out off the retreat St its fipmaon, 
sive supenonty to tho Kepublioan arms by the great road from over the <3ol de 
The levies oideiedm September 1783, Tende. The attacking force di 
had broughit *^h aai accession of vided mto thiee columns The first, 
strength to their forotis, that m the twenty thousand strong, oomnmded 
middle of Apnl the army of ihe Alps by Hassema, broke up on the 1st Aprd, 
unountedtosoveniy five ^Ousand com with twenty pieces of omnon^ lb pees 
batanie Piedmont, menaced >nth uL between Saorgio and sea ^ 
vasion by this formidable force, had second, c0mpBSao£tenfoousai)4ms^ 
only at its command a body ^ forty under the ift|n 0 (Rateth£bciions ^ 
thousand men, spread ovei aehmn of morbiopf remamedlallKiift 
posts along the summit of the Alps, zny, while 
from ^vona to Mont Blono, and nU 

aumlhuey Austmn fbrcM, ten thousand tho^v^eya of the leGtjdiconx 

strong, h the interior The great su mumeste with th^ SjWfiJf of Savoy "hf 
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IsQltL InthecouiMofljisxaircbjMtid 01 Mettnwhile thofiencU left atio 
aena trayer 0 «d the neutral temtor> of oessfully aauuded the Vesubia, aiKl, 
OenoBy tndi altoi & hold march aa far after a \ ohement rcj^ii^tmce, the wind 
Caroasio, found himself con udeiably^ mg rockj roiwl beH\oea Figiietfco and 
adT^^not of the mam body of the enemy, Lantoaca was stormed, and the A.lIios 
posted m intrenched caniiw on thewctit dnven bAcfc to the ( ol de I euebtrellee, 
ern side of the mountiana Gtu<iedbv while Gtneral ^uruner cleaied the 
the intrepid Colonel Rusui, an ardent vallt-y of the Tinea, 'ind Cbtiblished a 
hunter, well acquainted with tlwse comoauuicition by Isola with the army 
Alpine ridges he boldly pursued his of SaTo;j To reap the Imit of so many 
successes, and, by a sLhful oombinution successes, Ouznoibion ordoied Garnn i 
of all his foiee hucceeded in storming to sei/e the Col de FenoBtiolIcs, while 
the redoubts of the C d Artientot In his own centre diove the entim> fiom 
vain Ihe Piedmontese received the as the Col de Teade Both tJpcratioiii 
fiailants with a shower of stones and were successful Tlio Col de ibencs 
b^ls* nothing could nithstand the im tielles fell, after hardly any resist mte 
petuosit^ of the Republicans, and Mas and dtliough the Col de IVude was 
sena, pnisaing his successes reached mol's bravelj couU sted, the uii< xpeoted 
Tanardo, and the heights which com appeaiunoe of a division oi French on 
ukind the pass of the Buga. Rusca, then left apreml a panic among 
faunli ir with the country, vehemently PiedmontoiM trooi>s, which Hpot.di3y led 
luged hia obmm^nder to direct some to the ivacuation of the position Thus 
battiliona to descend to the convent the Rtpubheaus beloit-thceud of Mij, 
of St Ocdmizia, aaxiro the groat road were muiateia ot all the passes through 
destroy the bridges, and cut oH th< the Mantnnf Alpb and while, from ilio 
letrcat of the great body of the eueiu) summit of Mont Cenin, they thieatenul 
posted at the camp at Rauss But a descent upon the valley of Susa 'uul 
Mdssenahad other objects in view He the ciqntrd, fiom the Col de Teude tht> 
had occupied, with considerablt force, could advance straight to the &iege of 
the cbflfe which overhang m real the the important foHress of Coni Buou'i 
farti essof Baorgio—an advantage which pai*te, whose prophet^ eye alicady an 
rendered that fortre^ no lougoi tenable ticipated the mutnphs of 179o, in vam 
He prefened, m consequence, the cei urged the govemmeut to unite the vie 
tain ad\antage, now withm his powei, tonous armies in the vdley of tin 
of reiuli ring unavoidable, without ridk, Btura, and push on immodiatcly witli 
the evAi nation tif thatriinpmrtantatroBg tlieifcombuieil strength to ihecuuqin st 
hold, w huh commands the pass by the of Italy The reverse at Kays^ndau tern 
Col de Teude from Ftiuoe into Italy, induced them towithdrawtenthonsaud 
to the perdous attejtnpt oi compelling men tVom the army of the to sup 
a force nearly euual to his own to wir port the trQ)E>|>e on the Rhine, ami I>u 
render Me^mirhiJe the attach of the moibion, satmed with the laurel^ he 
centre, under Duxaorbion, bad been had won, and with energies ctilcebltd 
attended with equal auocews, and the by years, could not bo induced to ribk 
Sardmum forces, pressed m front and ultotiar om^'ahone After so bnlliant 
menaced in rear, evacuated the fomuus a dihnt, Repubhean* forces faded 
camp of Renas, and foil baoktowiWds eveniareduouigthehttlcfortirfEviieM, 
the Gol do TendA IDhtMiioibiou^a food on the eastern descent of Mont Ceui^, 
mg columna afqaothdKMl the fort of and fof the three munmar months, the 
Sergio,attlmsapietotothatvictonous troo^ lepoaed from tbeh 
forces appeared^ on w mEuhO- laiigoes cm the heights which thi^ had 

diately oveHungmgxth^^. woh above the eiottda. 

eol^bmed poB% fotmtuat ofSpam the war 

but destitute ef s>iBty defonoe suane^ed sidi uuire dechuTe feaiureH 
lii^iistthe forqas uf m RepuUioiuiSi rwdttetidn of Totdou enabled the 
now p«rcl|sd o» the rooks in its refov to <tetDwih tjensral 

hurre^adfired st tiie hrst summons, ] hs|l tike foross em 
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ploy wl in its siege to 11 inforce anny 

on the i,£U3tem Pyrenees» and it wus 
resolvt^d to act^flensivcly At both ex 
tiemitiee of that range of mountains 
During the winter months, mcesaaut 
exertions weio mad< to recruit the 
a]:uiies, whuh tho immense levies of 
th4 Republic enabled thf bouthern dt 
partmontb to <1<» to such a degree, that 
at the opening of the caiupugu, not¬ 
withstanding their late leveraes they 
were greatly superio m numbei to 
their opponents On the othei hand, 
the Spfinibh go\einnunty destitute of 
eheigy and exhauat^^ by the exertions 
they hod aheady made, were unabk to 
maintaju their forces at the f(u*mor 
complement Before the end of the 
yean 1793, they were reduced to the 
necessity of ibsuing above 000 

steiliug of pipa money, secured on 
the produce ol the tobacco tax, but all 
their eftoi ts to u oruit then armies fi om 


the natives of the couutry having piovcd 
mcflectual they were compel] e<i to take 
the foreigner^ cmi)Ioyed at the sioge of 
Toulon into their service, and migment 
the number of ilioir meiconory tioops 
Lverythijig on tiie Republic in eido m 
dicaied tho energy and icsolutioii of a 
ming, everythujg, on tho Spanish, the 
decrepitude and vauUation of a do 
clmiug fitite Between suUi powers, 
victoiy could not long remain doubtful 
hS Dugommioi on his ariival at tht 
end of December, found tht army of the 
eastein Pyi cnees raised by his junction 
to thirty hve thousand men, encamped 
under the cannon of Penpiguan , but a 
large proportion of the troops weie in 
hoepi^, and the remamder in a state 
of in&ubordmation and dejection, which 
seemed to promise the most disastrous 
results. By entirely reoiganzamg the 
regiments^ appointing new ofiioere in 
the fMt, an^ communicating to all the 
tijgour of his own character, be sue 
omed an a few months not only in 
restonng the efiloieSEicy of the but 
leading ittotheipostgloiioua suo^^tSSaB 
The Spanish rccetltly so Wium 
phaat^ bad prop^oal^ljr dotlmed^ 
a3»qVeiBn thousand nienw^ in 

pitob the expected Kod 

not Sfiived, and ^ I^Aijld 

did not oxoeed twenty thdusand 


cflfective troops Before the end of h eb 
ruaiy, the French force was augmented 
to sixty five thousand men, of whom 
thirty five thousand were ih a coiMlition 
immediately to commence operations 
On the 27& March, ibo Republicans 
broke up and drew neai to tho Spanish 
position A redoubt on the Spanish 
left was taken a few days after the cam 
paigu opened, and G^cral Dagobeit 
uas earned off by the malignant fever 
a huh had alreufly made such ravages 
lu both armies The Marquis Amanllas 
upon that drew back all his forces into 
the intrenched camp at Bouion He 
was shortly after sucoeeded tn tbe^com 
mand by l*a Union who immediately 
transfcired the headquoi'ters to Ceret, 
a good position foi an attacking, but 
defective foi a defending army They 
were thcie aassukd on the 30th Apnl 
by the whole irdnch force One of the 
r^oubts in the centre of the Spanish 
pot>ition haviug been stormed, the whole 
onuj fell back in umfusiou, which Was 
increased to a total lout on the follow 
aig day, by the Republican troops liav 
mg made thetnaelvoB znasieis of the 
ro^ to Bellcgai-dc, the pnncipal line of 
their cummuuicaiLon over the moun 
tains luto their own country hmdmg 
tbemselveB cut off from this route, the 
Siiomanla were suzed with one of those 
panics which affcerwaids become so 
common to then troops m the Benin 
BUlar war the whole army (led m con 
fusion ovci the hills, and could be rai 
lied only uudoi ihe cannon of Figueras, 
leaving one hundred and forty pieces of 
cannon fifteen hundred prisoners, eight 
huudi ed mules, and all their baggage 
and ammamtiun, to the victors, whoce 
loss did not amount to one thousand 


I 

64 Dugtwspmierimmediafcelytookaq 
vantage ofbiiMiccesses to undertake the 
Bie^ of the fortreaaBS-of which the Span* 
laruB bad poasesred iSa^emseLves on tbe 
FPHioh territory Ccdlioure and Belle- 
tirmu bmeged at the same lama» 
and dithou^ the mooaaiderate at^mr 
of ^ jB^puMjeans exposed them to n 
severe <m«k at Vort Ysndre, tbe tiege 
of Fort St Elmo was pteasfd So 
nahtih vigontv that the gamsmk, abhn 
doned ta ila ovm teaooroesi wan oom 
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polled to evacuate the place, and retiie I m their defence, the period hod nob 
to ColhoitPe Mardiol Navano the urnved AvUen the chord ot religion \\ i8 
bpanvdi commander, at the bead of a to vibrate through eveipr Spanish heait, 
gameon of aevoU thouHand men made ^ and roueo the natu>n tf> glorious U 
gallant defence, and the rooky nature m the cause of then own and Europe in 
the ground exposed the besiegers freedom 
io almost insurmountable difficulties (>6 Towards tlu end of Jul^, the 
But the pemeverauce of the French French drove the >SpaniaidH out of the 
engineers having transported artillery whole ofthevalleyofRastan, forced the 
to places deemed inaccessible, the com heights of San Marcial, captured the 
maader, aftei having mwle a ■mn at mtmiched camp and fortifitd posts on 
tempt to esonpe by sd, which the tern the BidassOa, d^endtd by two hundred 
peatuous state of the weather rendeied pioccs of cannon, and pushed on to h ont 
impracticable, hud down his arms with arabi i, which surrendored on the bi*Bt 
his whole gamson summons Following up the careei 

d5| At the other extremity of the of suceebs, they advanced to Son Se 
Pyrenees, the French army, weakened baatian , and tliat impoitint toitiess 
by the detacbm^i^i^ of considerable though gariisoned by seventeen hun 
forces to Roussillon to repaxi tlie dis dred regular troops, capitulated with 
asters of the preceding campaign, rc out iuing a shot Colomeia took post 
raoHied in the eaily part of th©ye<if on at Toloiia to cover the rowis leading 
the defensive The Ildpuhlicons m that to Pampelaiui and Madrid, but at the 
<iuartcr did not amount to fort) thou first appearance of the enemy the whole 
Maud men, of whom one halt were na infantry took to fiigbt, and left the 
tiona} guards, totally unfit to take the enemy a attack to be suHtamed by tho 
field. A n attack by the Hpaniards on the cavalry alone, who, by a gallant charge, 
F tench mtrenchments early in Febniaiy suoce^ed lu ariesting the advance ot 
having beoa i^epulsed, nothing was uu the pu^uus By these sucoesm, tho 
dertoken of importanee in that quarter F rench woie firmly posted m the Bpan 
tillthebegmmngofJunejWhenthegov ish territory, and tlioir wants amply 
emmenl^ encouraged by the great od supplied trom tlie great magazines and 
ventngeti gamed in BoumUon, resolved stores, both of ammunition md provi 
to invade Peninsula at once at both sions, which fell into their hands in tho 
extremsties of the Pyrenees, while the fortified pUcea on th® frontier The 
imittvved organisation of the new le Bntish huttoiian, who recounts the fa 
vies around BeyOnneafibrded every pro- mlity with which these victories were 
apeot of suoeeea The invasion on the achieved by the tne|;penenced ti^oopd 
we»t took jplitoe 1^ the^vaSley of Boston, of France, cannot help feeling a con 
the destiia^ theotiWof suOuh pride at the rec^eotion of the 

achieyementa^MiweenilOe^pnnea^ very dmbruit ac^ns of which that 
tmnondFrssn^ The F^ubllcons were omintry woea^rwurdsthetlieutre, and 
^vjid0 tfitto #kiiee eohm^, winch sue at marking, in the scehes of Spanish dis 
cessitidy Ibreed the C<d de Maya and grace, the d<«taned iheati'e of Bntish 
t^evatoiblBDimw'oUea Borne we^ks glory 

67 While tlieae events were occur 
Bponiidi to regm ihe pm tmg in B^ay, successes Itill more de 

tian wlu4i he Idsfe, bo was cisive were gained on the eastern fron 

pulsed with w loss a hun<h?ed tier Twea^ thousand of the Repub 

xnm, ^ soda the com hekns werU employed in the blockade 

mawd ^ smi djS" of , and the Catolomaus, al 

tporaUsi^Ote ef wavs re^y to take up arms when their 

crea:i^^ The <hKbmerac,'hemhewerethieatened, tamed out in 

tjbe n<A great numbers to reinforce the arUiy of 

f Me hit ‘ Xa unum After three months of m 

| ^W W> by jwcKdamsftihna, nesiant efforts, the Spanish commandei 

of W lymnees td mm f dstptfd bistr^ps sufficiently reinstated 
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to leaumeihe offensive, and attempt the 
relief of Bcllegarde, which ifna now re 
duced to the lost extremity The prm 
cipal attack wns m ide against the litjht 
wing of Dugommier, and, if it had bo^ 
assailed with sufEcient foice, the sue 
cess ot the Spaniards could hatdly have 
been doubtful But the columns of at 
tack having been imprudently di\ ided 
the convoy destined to reviotual the foi 
never i cached its dcstmatiou, and 
Geneial AnoisJiFAr * afterwards Duke 
of GiHUglione and Marshal of France, 
w lie commanded the right w mg, though 
flriveu back to the camp of La Made 
lauu, succeeded m baffling the objects 
of the enemy The consequence was, 
that the Spaniards^ after living at first 
gainedsome advantages, were compelled 
to lotrcat, Qud BeUegarde, seeing no 
prosjiect ot 1 ehef, capitulated a few da% s 
ifteiwards Tl^ Hpanisli general ex 
cased himself foi the bad sucoese of his 
aims, by alleging the luaubordiuation 
and misconduct of the troops ‘ With 
t)Ut, said he, in his report to govern 
mont, ^ooasideratioD, without obeying 
tlieir chiefs or then oificei^s, who did 
their utmoet to retain them, the sol 
diers took to flight, after having for the 
most part thrown away their arms A 
battahon was ordered to be decimated 
foi ltd cowardice, and La Lmon, de 
bpainng of success, scUcited lus dia 
unssaL 

G8 Discouraged by such repeated re¬ 
verses, the Sp^uidi government mad* 
proposals of peace, but the terms were 
<leemed so lusdmiSBible by the Com 
nuttee of PuUk; Salvation^ that {they 
ordered Dugomnucr to gi\6 their an 
swer from t&: canuou; s month In the 
meanwhile the Spaniah commander had 
leisure to strengthen hi» position Two 
hundred and My guns, ih two lines, 
arranged alon^ a sncoession of heights, 
ueaiJy eeveu leagues in extent, pre 
sented a front of the most fomudable 
kind while a smaller mtrenched camp 
in the real, around Figueras, affetdem 
a secure asylum in case of disa^it^ j 
But the result proved how rare it is' 
that a position of that desenptibiij how 
strong soever m appearance, is eapehU 

See a biography of Avameac 
Qhap XX I 31 


of arresting an enterpneing and able 
assailant. The artiPery, perched upon 
emmences, produced but an moonbidei 
ible Gilect, with its plungmg shot, on 
the masses m thev illeyn beneath, while 
the distance and difficulty of tommuni 
cation between the differeut parts oi the 
hue rendered a disaster in any quarter 
extremely piobable, from the superior 
torocfi which the enemy could bring to 
beai upon one point Should such a 
citiistiophc occvuf it appeared hardly 
reparable 

6^ On the night of the 16th Ko 
vember, the 3? i each attacking army, 
thirty thousand strong, was put ih |no 
tion It w os divided into three columns 
The right, under the command of Au 
gercau, aitez an arduous march ot 
eighteen hours over rocks and preoi 
pioes dro\e the Spimiards, under Qen 
eial Courten, fionl the uci^^hboiuhood 
of the < amp oi La Madeleine, and made 
themselves Tmodcis of the whole m 
trenchments m tb it quarter, but the 
kff;, under General Lauret, wfts rt 
pulsed bj the heavy bro from the bat¬ 
teries to which he was opposed, and 
when Dugommiei was pieparing to 
support him, he was killt^ by a shell 
ffrom tjie cential redoubts oi the enemy 
This unlocked for disaster for a time 
paralysed the movements of the He 
publican aimy, tall P^ngnou, having 
been invested wath the command, 
moved a considerable force to the i^e 
hef ef Xjoqrlit, and with some difficulty 
exti mated him from peiilous^Bitua 
^ou But Augereau hi^ meanwhile 
vigorously followed up his suecesBes 
After giving bi» tiwpiS breath, he 
moved thpm to the centre, and forced 
the great redoubty though brav^y de¬ 
fended by twelve hnnmm meii„ the* 
result of which was, that the Spemarda, 
abai^oued five other redoubts, and d 
most all their artillery, and b«^ 

to their ifitrendbcd camp m the 
boudiood of Figuerasc 

70 Pdngneu ib 

fellow up his euficeases. wis^ judg* 
ing that the left was th^ weak poifit of 
the eh^ys position, be r^mfojr^ 
Augemm in w two freah 

bimkdes^ taod on the ihemng Uie 
kOm ni^ved aU hit foreei id 
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General Botii minuted w^ih the con reduced on the 7tU January, and the 
duet of the vanguaid of the right wmg, ganison, tniiatencd with an immedi tte 
defiled ovti ti4cts banUy piacticahle aaeault b> a prv'ticable breach, retiitd 
:£ar«mgle pa£i?in^fer(is, and ciosaed the by sea in the beginning of Ptbriitwy, 
nver Muga repeatedly, with the watei leaving the foitrcss to the enem> 
up to the Boldieia waistri Arnvul xn 71 jSTo) was tht fortune of war more* 
pre^od of thi redoubte, ho ae lavoui'able to the Spanibh forces at the 
cended the mount hscaulia under a other exU< ipdj the line After thi 
trexueudous fixe ftom the Spanish re fall ol San Sebastian, Colomera eudea 
doubts, and caniod, at the point of the vmired without (fieot to louac tht 
bayonet the central milent^ment La population of the F>ttnoauTaIlo> a mid 
Union, haetenini^ tlxe leserve to the Ihpiibhume attempted to ciewjt 
the ledoubt ol La RosAe, was killed Bisui} into a Repubhe, to bo ludcpcn 
on the spot, and that fort, rcganled os dent of th( Spun h crown Ihc usual 
im|ireguabk, haMtig bun stormed, it? fiuxts of deuiocratic msuti* ction speed 
wh^le defenders were put to the ewox d il> 'xpf'leai ed 1 ho guillotine w ns erected 
These (4sastei^ diHoouiiged iho bpan at San Sebastian, m dt.fiance of a 
lards along the whole line Several solemn capituiatiou, tin bloid of tin 
other redoubts having bten oarruid by pi losts and the nobks was shed by the 
the bayonet, the defeuders evacuated hicncli comuiiHbioueis, with ^ much 
the romoindor, and applied the toroh iiuchiaoy is it Guipurcoa had been 1 i 
to then xamee In a few mmutes, \cud<5e Meanwhile disease the xesuH 
twenty bastions, constructed with im <d tin mneiy tbe^ had jirodiued, intwie 
labour, were blown into the air, dec pei ra,vag<.s than the Hpanish 
and the troops charged with then dt m the i ml s of the invadi rs, lu u short 
feneo, flying in confu&xou to FigueiaS, txmo above thuty thousand men ])cr 
OTcithrew a column of fresh tioops ished m the hospitids. At length, tlu 
advaacix^ to their support, and xufih^ Eepublicau columns having beai le 
in confuaap^ into tho gates of the for cruitui by the never iailmg levies m 
trees Such was the dismay of the the iiiteiior a general attai-k, late in 
Spaniards, that when the Kepublxcan autumn, waa commenced on the Span 
outposts, a few days afterwaids, ap sh posit]on& In the valley of Uouecs 
pro xched Figueroa, the gamsou, con valles, their besifc diviaion after a vigoi 
aisting of above nine thousand men, ous resistance, was routed with the loes 
amply prondtd with provisions and ol foity |*nces of cannon aud llftttn 
atoies of cveiy sort, laid -down thur htindit^ prisoners, and a severe tern 
arme)^ and one of the atroogest places pest of wind and ram alone pit veukd 
m Spain, amxdat the general acclama its total destruotum. This success cn 
tion. of the inhabitants, was delivered abled the invaders to seizo and burn tlu 
uptb the invaders^ IBiui unexpected fbondenes of Oibainta and D*Fugu> 
b^mqpesthSudng mde the hronen moe which bad so long served fox the aupp y 
tors of tbe xkk and fertile nlam of the of the Spanish marine« after wluoh 
Ampurdan, a^d of an ample supply of they retired to th4 neighbomhood of 
t stores aud artiilexy of evety desenpticm, $an Sebastian and Fouto^xbia, still oc 
preparahiOns werespou afterwmda n^ads oupying m force the v4ley of Bastsn 
for the si^ 0l Rnsaa. The gamson v2 Ih^ss i^epsated dllastei^s, and the 
consisted of uoarly five thodsam mm, evident dutalToction of 4 considerable 
and the in itsidf strong, as the porMou their who 

gloiious idegSjcf ISOfi dein^s^pabed, infected hy tibe rage for democratic 
wae capable bem|r mnt&fxmi to an^ insUtutioh^ at Jengtb disposed the 
) by sea. Kevmhelesa, sudb waa Bpnmsb to tm aocommoaa 

tbe vigour of tbe Eapiiblicaus, au4 tbe iiou ^Committee of 

of the SpamordA that Ibe «)» FubbO to msist on 

swlonts during rtgoroua eondl^^S^ OS the Ubewdlon 

aevereafc mEd%wiai^ wii^oui awy of two ej^ierieoeed and vmtonoae ar 

yi estft ti tem v iTbe fott bf rtofly was owes pnmsed b^f of the utenobt 
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impoitance to the Republican armies, m Condd, VdlencienneB, Que&iioy, md 
the cou<iueats which they meditated to Landreciea, the Repubhcans m the tud 
the south ol the Alj>a With these dis of Augutd resumed the offi^iibive 1 he 
positions on both sides, the woik of fort of t dense Laving surrendered to 
negotiAtiqii was not diffittilfc. Although General Moreau, the Army of the North, 
the conduBion ofthetroaty wasrlefuTcd reinforced by hjs division, couiznenced 
to the succeeding 3 ear, yet it nns un the invasion of Holland, while the 
derntood on both wdes th it negotiations btates General obatimtely persisted lu 
■wu^ Ja piogress, and no operations of maintaining half their troops, amount 
impoitanci. weio undertaken after this mg to twenty thousand niew, m gain 
period The severe wmtex of 1794 5, sou m the inteiior, thirty leagues trom 
which gave the Repubheau tioops the the thcitre of waif thereby leaving tlie 
mastery of Holland likewise ch»Md piotcotion of the froutier to the com 
then opeiations on the snows of the paratively incousiderable foice of the 
Pyie&eea. Brttifili commander With little moie 

than half tb* invader s troops, the Diike 

73 Tlie approach of winter, however, of Yoik was charged with the defence 
attorded no icspitctothc iruues on the of a fioutier twenty leagues in extent, 
northeiu tioutiei Aftoi a delay of He first took up a defensive position 
two months, occasioned by the secret behind the Aa but his advance d po'*te 
negotiations which the ftjj of Robes hwmg been defeated by the French 
pieiTe had bioken off, the liepublicau with the loss of hfEecn handled pnson 
armies rccommeuccd those aeti\e ope era, he uvaa com|)eiled to retire to the 
rations whuh thou immenee superi light bank of the Meuse, leaving the 
onty of physical force speedily lenderod impoitimt places of Boigen op Zoom, 
decisive The Army of the North had Breda, and Bois le Due, to then own 
70,000 effective mtn under its banners, resources. 

that of the Sambie and Meu^ uoim 75 Meanwhile the army of the 
nally 145,000 strong, jprebeuted an efh Samb^ and Meuse, under Jomdau, 
cicnt force of 116,000 men, while the made prcpai'^tiuns for a gmieral attack 
Duko of Yolk to cover the United on the acaticrod forces of Claufait On 
Fio^mets had hardly 50,000, and Qen the IbtU, the Republicans, divided into 
oral Gkirfait, who had itpkced Pnnee six colnmna, broke up, and a numbei 
Cobonrg, could only muster 100 000 to of partial actions took place along tin 
maintain the footing of the Imperially whole line, but the post of Ayvaile 
in the Fitiaish p(ro\ uices. The Fieuch havmg been forced by the Fi^ixth, the 
armies were so situated, that they could Atistiiane fell biok with the loss of Ilf 
mutually oommunicate with ahd sup teen hundred men and thirty six pieces 
port eo^ othei the Austmns and of osnnon, and, after seveisl lueOec 
British w ero far sender, incapable of tual attempts to moke a ataiid, dually 
X endei mg mutual aid, and alienated by evacuated mexr pomkons on the Meust, 
long continued common disaster Bu^ afid retired towards Bolduc Sad Aix 
cozuudeied moroUly, the inequality be la Chapelle /ourdanunniiediately fol 
tween the p<mtenduig armioB was sti^ lowed them, and while Kkber, with« 
greater. Oh the one side was the tn fifteen thousand man, femedtheblock 
umph of Viet the vigonjr of demo- ode of Moeatnoht, the oommander him 
OTtttiiB ambitioin, the aidopr of j»driotxe seli^ with a hundred tltousami, jwessed 
enthusiasm, the confidence of increaa l^e dwoomfiied foi'ces of Cloiita^ now 
ing numbers, ootiBcjiotis abililw, and a hardly in a condikon to feeep the 
novel system of warbre, on the other;< from the confmutkn aiidpim)pd^ 0 e <4 
delation of defeat, the reorinuna retreat. In vain 
kon cotnmandeni, ^ jselonsie^ of took up astrmj^ 

On 

•mate adherence to dnknhated tootioe tbe&miuji»boanep)u#s^ 

74 anxiety jdbM|tof^,toaiiifi^ 

ing iei^nved by ^0 redaction of and^forthelbmtuMlM^^ 
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tion, the eplendkl spectacle was ex all their vast possessions on the lefc 
hifaitedof ninety thousand men mor bank oftheRhiue, but Luxemboiirgaud 
log to the attack i^ith the pfecxeion Mayenco 

and legulanty of a fieldda\ Ihe 77 Kor were the operations of the 
Qermans occupied a senes of heij^ts left wing, destined for the invasion of 
b(^iud the river, from whenoe their Holland, less successful A^r the re 
numerous ai-tiUery kept np a destruc treat of the Duke of Yoik, Pichegru, 
tive plunging fire upon the idvancmg wlio&e forces amouutedto seventy thou 
oolumua of the Frea<di, but nothing sang efficient troops formed the siege 
eould arrest the enthusiasm of the Be of Bois le Due, the situation of which, 
publicans. The firench grenadiers, being at the confluence of threeatreama, 
with Bei-nadotte at their head, pluuged was of importance as a base to future 
into the stream, and drove the Austri operations. The States Goneial Ind 
ms fiom the opposite heights, while neglected to provide for the defence of 
General Scherer, on the otbei iviug this iinpoi taut foitress, and the Duke 
alsp forced tlie passage uf the nver and of York had not a man he could detach 
m^e himself master of Ddien These foi its euccoui Its gamson was tr>o 
^lisasters induced Chirfait, who still weak either to mm the vporks or un 
bravely maintamed himself in the deigo the fatigue of % siege, the fort of 
centre,toOrderageueral retreat, which Creveemm surrendered almost at the 
was efiected before nightfall, il^ith the hi'st shot and in a fortnight after th( 
loss of three thousahd men, while that | place < upitulated, aftoi a resistance dis 
of the French did not amount to half gi aceful to the Dutch arms Aftei its 
the number captuii, ihe Bi tinh gcnei'al di'^trxbuted 

7fi This battle a socomittme decided his troops along the Ime of the Waal, 
the fate of Fland^s, and tlurew back in hopes of bemg able to maintain a 
the Impel lal army beyond the Rhine communication with the fbitress of 
The AuHtriana m haste crossed Uiat Gia\c, now threatened With a siege, 
mei at Muhlheim, and Jourdai^ enter but Pichegru, continuing his careei of 
ed Cologne the day following, and soon success, crossed the Meuse, and attack 
afterwards extended his troox>s to Boiln ed the anoed posU of the Allies w ith 
Soon after the siege of Maeetncht was so much vigour that they were com 
seriously undertaken, and such was the polled to fall bock, with considerable 
ao^vity of the Committee of Public loss, aciosh the Waal Disconcerted by 
Salvation, that a a|)lendid siege equi this check, the Duke of York stationed 
page, cf two hundred pieces, descended port of histroopa man intrenched camp 
the Meuse, and speedily spread desola undei the cannon of Nimegueu, aud 
^n through thp oi^ A large Oaveni, the temmudw in a line aroimd Ihiel, 
discovered mtherook on whhdi the fort and between the Waal and the Leek, 
of St Pets a was eituated, gave to cotnmumcating with the Dutch corps 
a Bubt^rrauenus wmfate, m wkudi the at Gorenm, in the hope of beitig per 
French eoldiem, ever r^y to adapt ndtted to i^miuntbaire undisturbed^ 
themselves to eircumatanccs, Bpeedily ing the winter Meanwhile Picb^u 
^distiogmsbedthemselvea, and acquired iaveeted Grave and Vettloo, the Lit 
a BupSnonW over Omit opponenta At ter of which, thomh defended by a 
leng% on Novombar gamaon, de saffimeil^ gamsou of eighteen hundred 
Bpmrmg of beit3|^ oapatnlated, tneni and amply provided with artil 

upon condition ^ not aervlt^ against lery and ammunition, surrendered be 
the French till regidittly fore the woiks weie nyurod, fiom the 

andthisnoblefSorti^, vnthtiireehun smere annoyance of the enemy s mus 
died«ndfi% pieces of itiry 

^ h^nda of the Ri^hhea After 78 The succeseive intelligence of the 
and the caj^ure of the castle defeoti<m of ihe FrusBians, aud the open 
a by ihe army of theMus^e, abaodonmeut of the Low CouninoA by 

shortk aRer took plans, tfiei'e the Austrian tioops, which exposed 
ivfnained to ^ Impenalwts notha:^ of Holland and Hanovei to ttie immediate 
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lUTaaion of the Repubbcau foroea, af for her powessiona on the Rhine, ^vh3oh 
forded the Oppoaition m the Bniish was much mcreftfied hy cebsahon 
parhameutafavourahleopportuBityior about the same period of the subsidies 
renewing their attacks on the Govern > fiom the Bntish governments who most 
ment, and they tnumphantU observed,' justly declined to continue their month 
that, ott^ twenty seven months of ly payments to a powei which was do 
bloodshed and combats, the A.]hes wt.re ing nothing in aid of the common cause 
redtictd to the same situation in which hredenck William upon this wibhdiew 
they were when Dumouwer projeett-d twenty thousand of his best troops 
the invasion of Holland But nothiug from the army of the Bhme, to join the 
<ouId shake the firmness of Mi Pitt fones which the Egress Catherine 
It matters little,* said he, “ whether w ns moving toward!^ Warsaw under* the 
the disasters which have aneen arc to far lamed SuwaiToff It was now evi 
be ascni>cd to the weakness of the gen dcut that the coalition was rapidly ap 
eiah, the intngues of camps, or the proaclung its dissolution The King 
jealousies of the cabinets, the fact is, of Prussia opeulj received overtme^of 
that they evist, and that wc must anew peace fiom the French goveniment, 
commence the salvation of Euro^ while the Duke of Wurtemberg, the 
lu pursuance of tins heroic resolution, Elector of baxony, the Elector ot May 
Sir Aithui Paget was dectpatclied to enec, and the other lessei potentates, 
lleiiin, to endeavour to obtain some secretly made advances to the same 
light ou the ambiguous and saspicious effect and insisted w> strongly on tlio 
coudiii t of Prussia nud Loid Spencer danger of then situation, that the Em 
to Viouiio, to eiidcovoui to divert the peroi, notwithstanding all thofirmuefta 
Imperi d rabin43t fiom their alarming of Thugitt, was obliged to acquiesce m 
intention ot abandoning the Low Couu their pacific measures The 5th of De 
tuca As soon as thy Utter nobleman ceniber yvm the day fixed for the dis 
arn\ed at Vienna, he obtained a pn cussion of the important questipp of 
\ttte audience of the Einiioror, and laid peace oi wai in the Diet of the Ger 
Kfoie him the proposaU of the British mamc Empiie, and such was the con 
government, which were no less than stomation generally diffused by the di 
the offer of an annual subsidy of three visions of the Allies and the tucoessca 
luilhons eterling provided tlie tmpen of the Rrouch, that fiftj seven voipes 
ahnts would lonewtfae war in Flandcis, then declared for peace and thirty six 
and give the comm md of the army to demanded the King of piussia ioi a 
the Archduke Choilts, with C^onfait, mediator Ihis important lesolutioii 
P* aulicu, and Mack foi his council At at once deteimiued the poiiduct ot Fru* 
the s ime tune they stated such facts i e sia. She now threw off Hie mask, and 
sfiocting the mc^ures of Cobourg, who established conferences at Bdle prepai 
w ut deeplj imbued with the teihpoids atoiy to a peace, while Britain made 
mg policy the cabinet of Vienna had unheard of effoita to letam Austria lu 
now adopted, aft led to his reoadl fponi the confederacy, end at length, bj the 
the armj, of which Clairfait assumed offer of a aubwdy of £6,000,000, pie 
the command vaded on that powei to maintain her ^ 

70 The cabinet of Vienna, however, ainmes on HiC diffensive on the banks of 
socretlv mt liiimg to peace, delayed giv Hie Rhine, and leauine, m the ensmtlg 
in#^ HU} dtflmtc auftwei to the plxiposds campaign, a vigorous offensive in Italy 
of Mr Pitt, and meajiwhile entei tamed 80 The successes which have hem 

covert overtuies fiom the French gov de^ed, great as they were, turtied out 
einment, wlule Cliurfait received oi bo but the prelude, on the of 
den to tematn Utogothcr on the light the hiench, to a winl^ ompaign at 
bink of th( Rhine, and Aivuui was tended with stdl WOW* decisive i?efttdtn 
merely detached, with twenty five thou Towaida the end <rf October, 
sand man, to co operate with the Duke undertook the siege of 
of YorkinthedefenceofHolland This Duke of Yorkapproaclie<|wit^i^ 1 % 
retreat renewed the alarm of Prusfiia thousand xpen, and a VigorQiis Belly 
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■upon the besiegers, wbo had the tcmer siege^i, and Breda, one of the last of 
ity to open their trtnchts, though the the Putch barrier towns, inTested 
place « as only mrested on the U tt bank 81 The French army worn out with 

oftlieWaal g uued a bnlUaut butephe seven months of incessant mnrclung 
ineral succesH, attended by no import- and bivouacs, now stood excessively in 
ant consoquenf'ea Shortly after, the need of repose The clothing of the 
French CNtabhehcd somebafrttiies, den soldiers was in ngs then shoes wire 
tined to comtxuuid the budge which worn out, ami tht eqmpments of the 
connected tht t<wa with the intrench artillery, but for the suppUea obtained 
ed camp in its rear, and soon sank some m the oapturtd pliw ts, would lone, ago 
of the pontoons oompfistiig it This have been txh lUsted But all the re 
90 much diBooDoertt*d the allied com pieaentationsofthcgoueraUupontheiiie 
maudifH that they hastily evacuated points were <w eiruled The Committee 
the place, -with the bulk or the troops of Fubhc Salvation, iliUaiiMd by the 
under their orders, in the night, leaving spirit ot conquest, and guidt d by the 
its defence to an inadequate gomaon of enfcei pnae of ('aniot, resolved upon t\ 
tbioe thousand men Tlies« soldiers, acting from them fresh saciifice'*. Ac 
feeling themselves unable to mm the cuatomed to find every difficulty yield 
woiks, discouraged bvthe 8igbtof their to the devotion of the Republican sol 
fellow soldiers, overawed by the re- diers, or be overcome by the prodigious 
doubled fire of the bosiegera and de amount of the Republican Icviee they 
spoinng of maintaining the place, im resolved, after a mouths rest to the 
mediately attempted to follow ^mi troojiB, profeoentt then auccesBoa in 
oxanipie Terroi eeUed thou ranks, the midst of a ugoious wmter, and to 
they precipitated tbem^elvea upon the ttndci the seventy of the Bcason the 
bndgo, which was burned before the means of overcoming the natural de 
rear-guard had passed over One regi fencos ot the Dutch, provinces The 
ment was obliged to capitulate and ^rat object was to crosa Waal, and 
part of another, embarked on a flj ing idtei driving the aihed foJrces over all 
bridge, was stranded on the left bank, the mouths ol the Rhiue^ penetrate m 
and next day made prisoners by the to Holbmd by the Isle of ^mmel For 
French. Thus this splendid fortress, this purpose, boats had foi some time 
which rendered them masters of the past been collected at PortUrevtcoaur, 
passage of the Waal, frU into the hand& and pontoons and other mateuils for a 
of the RopublicoiiB The I>nt< h loudlj bndga at Boislepno, the pre 
reproached the Bniish with the aban parutions having been completed, ihe 
domnent of this impottant point, but passage was commenced at daybieak 
apparently wifchoutreaaoh, fdrhowwaa on the November But the firm 
it to be expected that Duke of countenance of the AJlm defeated ail 
Tojk, with thir^ thpuBsad iaeii,.vraa their attempts, a|id after several in 
tomaibtetnhiknaalfxnpreeenoeQfsev efieotual efiortis whose «sga- 

enty tbouhaftd Ftigoch, with ihe Bhme city clearly perceived the dougei of 
tn me 7*dar« when three timve that t&tce permstiin^ m the withdrew his 

I of Aust4^ had deemed themselves troops, and the oiinywafi putmto win 
msecutew they bad that river, a him ter qu^krteie^ on ihe Wi of the 
died indes up, thrown ^tween and the {Udne * 

&em and Ik th^ it %dy m December,i^e Duke of 

iiuiy,fhe^tfrehd44^ y<»i,sh|>^ngth©e<mipftigah^^ 

pleted the ii;uetinmw^ b^ween set out England, leaving to Oene- 
the alHedppwet&JtliMbyi^^ Wiuiho^ the peribiw tm pro 

beh elaiii HdBagta t&itlabwirmMs^ and 

boMp E ^ that ai^,admdedcoiptiyagi^^ 

JpwWahaniM meK>u|f and entmiming ^iieihy:. Bnt 

f|j|lnnted to ^e of the a Severe froidv vwah eeon afbett in, 

United 1 **Wbc|m spon ii^r and nendered lEibm«r- 

follovi^ Qme was W able in omws, niode ila^ Ro- 
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pubht ons conceive the deaign of mvad 
lof, Holland during the season when 
the float hid rendered the numcrom 
canals and rners which intersected the 
coiTiitiy pafiAftble for troops and ai+d 
lory The prospect of that danger ex 
nttd the utmost alarm in the mind ot 
Gcn( ml AValmodtu, who saw the Meuse 
fro/ei) m his front, while the Rhine and 
the W tal, the waters of which are pic 
V(ut<id fi'om cougcalmg by the tide 
whuh flows up them weie cliar^ed 
with floiting ice in his tear, and thus 
weiL alike impassable foi boats oi land 
forces In these circuuistanoes he wa* 
justly ahrud that the same sesvere wea 
th<^i which exposed his line to the it 
t icks of the enemy in his fVont, would 
icnd<i the jiassage of thf arms of the 
sta m his real uupiacticableintheevent 
of retreat. Influenced by these appi e 
hensions he passed hia heavy oavaliy 
to the other aide of the Waal, evacuate d 
hib magazines and hospitals upon De- 
wentu,and ordered the PiJiueof Hesso 
Darmstadt^ cantoned with the most 
advanced Corps m the Island of Bom 
mel^ to abandon it on the first uitelU 
genoe of the passage of the Meuse by 
the enemy 


5*5 Situated around the months of 
the Rhine, Holt and exhibits the most 
stiiluug copfraat to ihe atU}>eQdon8 
range of snoWy mountains m w hicb that 
noblemertakesitsrise. Itisiemaikable 
that the two moat celebrated republics 
of Euro|)e, and the only ones which have 
long sUrviyed the changes ^ tune are 
placed at the opposite extremities of the 
same stream, and that freedom m the 
one has found the same sheltier m the 
mouutams from which it sprrogs, as m 
the other, amidst the marahes m which 
it IS lost before emptying itself mto the 
Sea. The MeiAd and the Scheldt on the 
south, and the Vecht and Issd op the 
north, flow thiough a part of its ««r 
face^ but the principal nverB which 
traverse the Dutch territory, the Sewij 
Issel, the Waal, as weU as the Rhine 
pbperty so called, and a multitude of 
w^brsnehes, aie but mouths of that 
stmam Like the Danube, the 
174a,^Oanges,the Mississippi, and all 

the Rhine h&B, in the 


course of ages, hi ought down an im 
nionse mass of sand gravel, and other 
cilluviid mattei which, accumulating 
on the level shores near its entrance 
into tho sea hive at length formed the 
plains of Holland, through which its 
now broken and lazy current with difc 
culty finds a passage, m many diflercnt 
hr inches, to the German Ocean 
84 A temtoiy foinied in this man 
ner by the confluence at their entrance 
into the sea of undiy different streams 
is oi course exceedingly flat, and m 
many places broken both by laige m 
temal lakes, and by consideiable ex 
tcmol ai ms of the sea and mouthi; of 
rivers ho frequent, indeed, ore these 
aqueous interruptions of the Dutch ter 
ntoiy, thifc in msiiv places it la com 
posed inther of a cluster of inlands thim 
a contmnous tract of dry land, and the 
inhabitants^ from the constant necessity 
of traversing the water, in passing from 
one past of the country to auothci, and 
the large proportion of then subsistence 
and their w e^th which they dci ive from 
its fisheries oi its commeice, are ahnoat 
entirely nautical m then habits So 
gemral is the cuatom of looking to 
naval communication asihe great means 
of intereoutoe, that when laLet> or tilths 
are wanting, the mdustry of the people 
has supplied artificial means of obtain 
ing , and a multitude ot canals, cut 
lu every direction at on< e affoid cheap 
andcommodiouschannelafot commerce, 
and famish w ater for innumerable arti 
ficifti outs, by which the riches of im 
gation aio disposed over theii extensive 
meadows. 1 hese broad expanses were 
ongmsdly sandy and stenle, but the 
pasturage of oentunes has coveied them 
with a wick edatingof mingled oamnei 
and vegetable remams, and m no part ^ 
of the world «re more luxuriant emps 
of grafts now obtained, or more skiU 
evinced inHie mansgenmtof the dany 
The stormy waves oi the German OoMiir 
are only kept ont from these low ohd 
grassy mem by dykeii, constracted m 
fruiner times at an meredible expend 
and mmntainftd in t^eso by inoasBSnt 
vigilance and lOKentimiu There ibe 
bamer, zmeod by hMmon tuNada, 

Bprcad« 1 tslongaxia amid At thewatery roar 
SocK>]is cut on empim emimnirpalSte aboro, 
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WhUo the fK'C'^n nwnp o cr the j ih 
Heottau aniphiliUnui ^^orUlb« aeath him Miuh 
TUo slow (onai the yitloN^ hlosvnn li \ lU 
The vriilow lutteii honk, thophdiuf vai, 

The croN tied uiurt theculii\at(it p( nn 
A aow muUuu rescued Ir >in hiHitigu 

Tba sliglitcsi relaxatwm in Iflie core nf 
<^kt H IK bpet ASly follow ed wit|i 
fatal ei»ct« aicidmtal fluKiire in 
the pix>teoiing at \ A nit r hole or 
the di8pliu.iH<f by a of a ft w ft* fc 
of earthy if nut innUpdEtAtely maedi* d, 
]R »nlHoient to open fin inlet to the ex 
toraa 1 waters Quiokly tht > | tour dow n 
to the lowei lo\<l of the metidowK the 
ontraaot iKrapidly>vi(lnKrl by thefom 
of the torrent, m a few bonre a g>cat 
hi each IB Tuodti lu iho ramp u1i,th* o< ean 
innlicb HI jn a tonxnt aome hundnd 
f ithoiuH hioad, tho whoh Uvel Hiirfnce 
IB (!< long i^overed by the wnve«, tJie 
houaect arc Ruhinergcil and the tops of 
tho tiets and ypinw of the viUn^irt ap 
p<Hr like btsltend isUte niUitUt tho 
waste <*f wateiM 

@6 breodtut cutnhiropUes in tonner 
tuAeahaTc ahown thereditv and iwfiil 
ilmricter of thobd dangein hotn cin 
tunea ago the aea of HKathui whuh 
coveia a ^iiact. fl\t leagnts hmg bv twt> 
and a hdf Ln>ad was foinnd b> the 
Hea bitrkmg through the d^kin which 
r< Btraincd it t)n the night of the 1 t>th 
NoTtuibei 1123 d til mg ii siob ut storm, 
the Rea dyko of ^ orth Ih ibnnt gavt 
way tin ocean tnahed in oiul befoit:. 
U 101 iinig twenty b h ui been anb 
merged, a hundred thou'^and perKoun 
drowned atiU tw^lro mjuore of 

fertihi limd oonvertod into a waieiy 
want^ Ui wbioh tho roinainn of Bteeples 
and 'bnildinga may atdl be dif.oenieu ip 
calm w^oothi^ bouoath the w atOb 1 he 
DuQart 8ea» aitiiated between the pro 
«'vmoe of Orouingen in Korth Holland 
and the temtory of HanoTtr, whtoh i« 
i ight leaguoa long and three bi oad» wae 
formed by «n mroad of the Boa m) 477^ 
which urmiiovfeA up iluxi^*tbree Til 
lageo, oAdtheiii^ZuydcTjSettite^ 
thirty in length, mA tuwiiy m 

breadth, whadbL obrrert a eurfii^o ee eg 

Udrnvp 00 teee fhnhed h 

12{i5 by an irtimtiog of ibe (H^u 
OoiNm, which broke through'w ot* 
of aaudlulhi enddyikee, tikkdhre^tiQfi 
of which may etifl be dearly traaed ou 


fdiAr x\r 

the map bj the long line of ml indB 
wliicli mark thf original liontiu of 
North llolltind 

Tho floatinj, v< ssel sw nii 
TrpUfta<l with b* tkul pi 

IbKietiHmgot* thi, \\i\(K illdwoHniorselRo 
Flood <»^<.rwlulrnd and with aU thtrir 
|>orii]> 

n<< imn Ur w ittr loll d cover d si \ 

Si i without shi 30 md ui thou pUaii 
Wlion itiMiiy IaU rcigini bCi uioiistcrs 
wh(li) d 
VlllbtlhlCHl * 

Sd A connfry m thiB in mm i orn.) 
iiolly w tented, and atiU pi (nerved b^ 
mcoBBftiit efforta, tin wavta, lu 
ieenanh iuK hod a poenlinr <haiicta 
and Bpccifit manners inipn d n]»on it 
by the all piwerful signet of nntnu 
StiaxniotH i Iforfs havt won fonuanlln 
land w hu h he inh \bits c i aseh sk vi^ i 
laneo ilom preHcrvts it iiul tin 
liAting (Unses have tonniinnioitnl In 
tht inlialnt ints habits and cuHtoms j»* 
<nliailv till II own ( onstniit < ^irtion 
j>tti>tfT*rinT industry, vigilant ttrcmti 
apection liivt iKcoine Imbitual fiom 
mcosKity, and atill jorm tU^ great ch i 
racfccTiAticfl of tho <x>«UtiyT Tluii 
national ihni utcr peihape approadns 
imm mail^ to that of Hn^nd thin 
ot ouj other people in Luro|W, bui >ft 
1% iH m Home particular widely diiJtr 
(lit it wantH tiie fire and em igy, the 
lofb} Bpiut, and great nepitaitonH which 
have been ootnmu'nicaM to the Bnljsh 
pue by tin ir Damah and Hoiinna con 
querof’t, Init it noaBeneeB the perae\ei 
anuo and induelty, the lioneety and 
good faith, tlie love of fWKMloiu and 
»pint of Older, whu^b, oreu laortfthftii 
theircoinuge and capodty are dt Btnied 
to gtvo the Aoglod^xon raco the do 
minion of half file globe llie loye of 
fl^eedoiu haa there moated, itk ^encial 
m oonjunction with ite indupenHahtt) 
aUiae, order and religion ' A mothodioa) 
ayetom peryttdea ctoiy branch of thar 
aooial economy, community of interest 
rirtaltta the soilora tmd workmen in 

^ ^ PiVNbdUe xt Tiff 

i '* ante gerobant 

Niitw guOdne habehi> parouuiquo gcuus p i 
tituBdee laborhm, 

QiMBeHigee hnuur «t ipii t|iittsi(A rosen* nt 
ttlno od beliiua ^>areii emmi auioniMiuo bo 
uucatut ** 

Oym, JIlUam 
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willing obedience to their eupenors 
Ordei and frugality constitute the lead 
ing featuies of the higher class of their 
merchants Rehgion is established iii 
docent competence, pauperism relieved 
with diBcnminating humanity 

87 Nor have these admirable quah 
ties been without their reward, both m 
former and recent times Holland foi 
centuries has exhibited a spectacle of 
social felicity and general virtue which 
might well put richer and greater na 
tions to the blush, for the supenoi 
natural advantages which they have 
misapplied, and the boundless physical 
resources they have neglected Durmg 
the temblo contest which terminated 
in the establishment of the religious 
freedom of the sixteenth century, the 
United Provinces stood forth pre emi 
neat The indomitable spirit of the 
house of Orange defeated successively 
the tyranny of Spam and the ambition 
of France, tlie sieges of Haarlem and 
Leyden, the repulse of Louis XIV %t)m 
the gates of Amsterdam, will remain to 
the end of world endunng monu 
meats of the almost Bupematural con 
stonoy which the heroism of religious 
duty can inspire even in a pacific com 
mumty When England, deserting her 
natural po^ m the van of freedom, 
leagued with France to crubh the reh 
gious liberties of Europe, that noble 
commonwealth strenuous^ and often 
successfuUv resisted Its fleets burned 
the English ships m their harbours, 
its admirals swe^ the Channd in their 
pnde, and the montune struggle, the 
severest that England ever knew, was 
determined at length, less by the de 
feat of the foUowerB of Van Tromp and 
De Ruyter, than by the volunWy re 
turn of British pohey to the aUianoe, 
which dutjr equally with interest pre 
scribed, with their sturdy antagonists 
on the waves When the French Be 
volution broke out, and Holland, partly 
by external violence, partly through m 
temal delusion, was subjugated by the 
all conquering Republic, the moral tem 
post uproot^ none of bulwarks of 
Older in that steady community Ja 
cobm cupidity in vain urged the insur 
gent multitude to deeds of spoliation, 
vox*. Ill, 


the government was changed, hut no 
acts of ferocity were committed Iho 
nation suffered and endured during the 
despotism of Napoleon, but abstained 
alike firom imitating its rapacity or its 
oppression And when at length the 
colossus of imperial power was over 
thrown, ancient Imbits were resumed 
ancient influen^^^re established, with 
out one deed dC^revenge hemg com 
znitted, or one ttnh in joy, being 
shed. The partxfiSns, equally with the 
jamces of the house of Orange, restored 
the former government with the glon 
ous declaration “ ‘ Orange Boven ** old 
times are retummg what we have suf 
feied is foi gotten and forgiven " 

88 Achievements so wonderful, a 
histoxy BO glorious, could have been 
bi ought about in a country enjoying 
so limited and sterile a territory, only 
by the energies of commercial enter 
prise and the resources of mantime 
w(^alth It 18 the merchants and sailors 
of Holland who have, in every age 
constituted abke in peace and war we 
strength and smews of the state. Their 
mdustry and perseverance have discov 
ered mines of wealth m every quarter 
of the globe On the coast of Scotland 
they opened a flshery which yielded 
them two millions sterhng annually, 
two centimes before that source of 
wealth was touched on by the Scotch 
people, in the West Indies their saga 
city led to the discovery, and their in 
duhxy to the cultivation, of the nchest 
sugar colonies m existence, m the East 
they have acquired, and still retain, in 
Java, the noblest i^and in the Indian 
Archipelago lor centuries ihej on 
grossed nearly the whole canyixig trade 
of the world, the vast colonial empire 
of Great Britain, and the disasters of 
the revolutionary war, alone wrested it 
in part Ikum them during the late con 
flioU metchants of Amsterdam 
numbered all the soverei^ of Europe 
among their debtors* All the luxuries 
of the ea^ were waRed to their shores 
by sails of their commerce, and the 
commercial influence of a state so small 
as to be scarcely distinguishable in a 
general map of the g^obe, was felt from 
one end ofiheworldto the other They 

L 
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hare no vinea, but they have more wme 
m their than m to be found in 

the magazxnee of Bm^eaux they have 
no TOOds j but there is more timber in 
their doakyardfi than in the foixsts at the 
Bouice of the Rhine and the Moselle 
they have few arable £elds, but they 
have more com in thenr granaries th m 
the mhabitants of Poland con^uma 
There is moie marhle m their ware 
houses than ever was cut in the quarneb 
oi the ArchipelagOi toore diamonds in 
their jewel boxes than in the hands • f 
the goldsmiths of Portugal or Brazil, 
and a greater quantity of rosewood, 
mahogany, and precious timber, than in 
all the rest of Kuiope, though then tei 
litory produces only willows and lind 
en tiees More marvellous still, m the 
midbt of tins opulence, produced by 
commerce, there is hardly a beggar to 
be seen, nor a house in which mere is 
a bnck out, or a panediroken 

89 The old United Provinces, now 
foimiug the kingdom of Holland, en 
joyed a vtvy lifted territory, they 
contained only 8i^6 square geographi 
col milen, amounting to 2,814,000 hec 
tares. This small and sWampy tern 
tory IS inhabited by 2 442,000 mhabit 
auta, being m many places, particularly 
the province of Holland propeily so 
called the most densely peopled coun 
tiy in Europe* Sucli, however, has 
betn the vigour and enttr|uise of the 
DutJi, that this mconsiderable tern 
tcr*y and population have acquired col 
onies in A&ica, Amenoa, and the Indian 
Archipelago, nutated by 9,426,000 
souls, and extendmg over n superhciea 
of 264,000 square miles, so that the 
kingdom of HoRaad now embraces, m 
all parts of the world, 12,000,000 of 
soul^ and 244,000 square geographical 
miles of temtory, or above two and 
a half times the whole area of Great 
Britain and Ireland, whmh contains 

* This is the superficies and population of 
the old United ^vinees, the mod^ king 
<lom of Holland reeelvod, by Treaty 
of Bepamfcion vdth Belgium in November 
1881 a consideri^le district of thnbourg and 
lAixembouTg inhabited vf 881 OOd souls, 
mskiitttlM total population (tf tim kingdom 
of Holland In Suropa at tide tima 2.7^000 
souls, and its area ip Burope, 8 2o8 <K)0 heo 
or 9780 square g6<mphleil mUoa-^ 
XACTaDatrs, ^ 40, auaBacBi, 087 


[chap XVI 

91,000 Its income, according to the 
budget of 1836, was 8^5,000,000 francs 
(£3,400,000), its expenditure la now 
105,000,000 franca, (£4 200,000), and 
its naiAonal debt, as £xcd by the 
treaty of 1831, 559,000,000 fiants, 
(£22,000,000)—so dnastrous has been 
the burden of the costly naval and mil 
itarj establishun^nt which the iiiiqiut 
ous partition of the kingdom of the 
Netheihmds, by the levolutionary am 
bitiou ot GicatBiitam and hrnnee in 
1S30 has occ isionc d + \ ct, in epitc of 
ihis gricvoiw load, such le the gen< i il 
oon£deuceol ill uvtiojs in the resources 
and good futh of the I)utch govern 
ment, founded on cinturn s of piobitj 
and legulanty of payment, that their 
lands are amongst the lughe^t in Ir u 
lope, and, although yielding liaidly fiv^ 
per cent divi lend, arc souglit after as a 
eecuie investment all o\lv the woild 
00 It in the extraordinary indus 
try and <ictivity of tht mb in popul vtion 
uf HoUimd that the ‘■tert t oi these pio 
digious resouices, exiting in a ( mufeiy 
enjoying such vei^ hunted natui il tul 
vautagts 18 to be found The git li 
towns f i Holland aie numerous,+ induB 


t The total dob! of the kingdom of tlio No 
thorlnnds wa '' lUS b 5 000 Ir (£4h 000 000 ) 
but of this immense sum 639 000 was by 

tUo trwity of pw fciou of 16th 
1831 fixed on Boigiutn h wmg o 6 260 0i)0 
fhmes 01 £22 400 000 to the charge of Rol 
land —>Maltk Bauiii vU 4 3 and TWaty 
HovtmUr 1831 Maet&k s IfwLvelU iri-ne n 
808 


* The population of the pnncii)al to'aus ui 
Holland is os follows 


Inhabiunti 


Amsterdam, 

The Hague, 

2w(d 

Botterdam, 

Utrecht, 

Leyden, 

Haarlem, 

Dordrecht i,) 

Leeuwoeden, 

Bofsle Duev 
Breda, 

Bundam 
Bergen op Zoom, 

Oronmgon 

Hiddlebuig, 

Delft, 

Nimeguen, 

Hoorn 

Deventer, 

Pushing, 4 

—Ualtb ^UK, vii SO 


220 000 
49 000 
81 000 
60 000 
36 000 
29 000 
21 000 
17 600 

17 000 

18 000 
11 000 
10 000 

6 000 
24 OOO 
17 000 

14 000 

15 000 
10 000 
10 000 

5 000 
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tnous, and wealthy, beyond those on a 
Bimilir extent of territory m tny other 
couutiy of continental Purope Cou 
fiideiablc as thi \ are in point of immer 
ical amount of infaafiitantfl they are yet 
more remarkable from the vast com 
mem J lutercouise of which they have 
long been the emporium, and the many 
eminent men in literatuie and philoso 
2 >hy who have ilouiished. within then 
wails The niimcious editions dear to 
the Btudent which have js'^nd from 
their printing j i esses, an tlu glonous 
deeds in arms of whioh *ii'ir r imparts 
have been the theatre, have given them 
a celebrity beyoii \ w hat thi n tgintude 
<jf thtir pfpulatioii tould otherwise 
have produced Thi necessity of for 
tilicitions to protect their level and in 
consider ibl tA-mt o'y from the grasping 
ambition ot Prvnct has caused d) then 
uUcri t<i be surrounded witk wills, 
nciHj the whole ot \ Inch, at least on 
the h on tier towards the boheldt, have 
been i olebrnteil in milihuy annals for 
obstinate and hcroiu sseges Like the 
cities of Greece in ancient, or of the 
Italian republioa m modem timi s, thi y 
have become immortal alike m arts and 
in ai me h\ ery step lu Holland nd 
Plandeis is histon the sliadcs of 
AVilliam and De Wir*^, of Marlboro igh 
of Eugene, an30 at every step, glonous 
recolle tioua ncui tk) the unud with 
every name 

91 Lxcejit in defending tow us, w h u 
both the soldiers and citi/iuh often 
evmced the most obstinate valour, the 
military force of the United Provinces, 
which eddom exceeded forty thousand 
re^lar foices, and which was generally 
omy twenty four, never acquired any 
gieat celebrity It was the sea which 
was the theatre at once of their ambi 
tiou, of their# prowess, and of their 
glory With the exception of the Eng 
lish, the Dutch soiiora have always bem 
the beat in Europe, and if victoiy m 
the end inohned, in the desperate war 
with the United Provmces, to the British 
flag, it was less firom any supenonty hi 
the seamen, than from the greater phy 
Bical resources which a larger temtoiy 
and wider colonial dommions lorought 
to the arms of this country No pe 
nod, even m the bright annids of me 


IbS 

English navy, has yet equalled the ex 
traordmary and patnotic eflbrts made 
by the Duteh when assailed by the com 
bined fleets of Louis XIV and Charles 
II, for England never had to with 
stand so ovei whelming a supenonty of 
force Fleets of forty and fifty ships of 
the line were then rejieatedly fitted out 
bv the Repubho^ which combated, ol 
ways with glory^ often with success, the 
yet more numerous combined squad 
1 ons h ranefe and England, led by the 

valiant Duke of York When the war 
bioke out in 1793, the United Pro 
Vinces had still forty mne ships of the 
line, and seventy frigates and sm^er 
Vessels, though a large pioportion of 
the former boie only sixty foui and 
fifty SIX guns But sue U were the cala 
mities in which they became involved 
fiom the Revolutionaiy war, that at this 
time, notwithstiadmg the acquisition 
of a thud of the Scheldt fleet by the 
treaty of IW14, the King of Holland 
XHiBsesBCS only five slups of the hue, and 
nineteen frigates, " 

^2 The government and social in 
siitutions ot Holland, under the old 
< ommonwedtb, were very pecuh ir, and 
difterent from those of any other re 
publu which ever existed. The }>eople 
h'ld ail a hbare in the adunuistration of 
public affairs, but they had so, not as 
individuals, but in their separate incor 
porationa, guUdnes or trades and m 
these the distribution of power was so 
arriijged that influence was neaily cn 
tuely centred in the burgomasters and 
he ids of the different bodies But those 
heads of mcorpoiations or magistratoa 
of towns did not constitute a hereditoiy 
exclusive anstocracy, as in Yemce or 
Genoa, they were competed of per ^ 
sons who had risen by their wealth and 
frugahty to eminence in their several 
crafts, or acquired the lead m them by 
their probity and good conduct Thus^ 
though the working classes bad scarcely 
,any Aaie in the actuad appointment of 
government^ yet no sullen line of de¬ 
marcation deb§rred them from it The 
career of industry was aoceBSible to all, 
but none could obtam influence except 
such as had acquired property The in 
atitutions of Holland in tms manner 
oombmed that opening of the path of 
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public emmeuco to the xrhole people, 
which HapoleoB described as the great 
want which led to the French Revolu 
tion, with that arrangement of the citi 
zens m their separate classes^ and ac 
cording to their realised estates, which 
the Romans accomplished by their cen 
tunes, and Mr Burke described as the 
true principle of a oonservative demo 
cracy It is m these mstitutions that 
the real cause of the stability and good 
faith of their govmimenfc and the tran 
qtiil, industnous character of their peo 
IB to be foimd 

93 The preceding account of this m 
ter&tiiig commonwealth will not, by 
the redectmg mind, be deemed mis 
placed eren in a work of general his 
tory It IS not merely by magnitude of 
terntoiy, or numbers of inhabitants, 
that the impoi'tance of & country is to 
be measured. The wiflom of institu 
tions, the heroism of actions the pa- 
tnotism of the people, oobstitute the 
onlyrealpassporttoimmortality Judg 
ing by t^s standtC^ the United Pro 
Tincea wiB take a place second only to 
France and Bntaiu in European his 
tory Amidst the multiplied scenes of 
carnage, the sickening deeds of iniquity 
Which have ever charactensed demo 
ci%tic ascendancy in the world, it is re 
&eehing to End one instance ui which 
a commonwealth has existed indepen 
dent for centuries, unchanged alike in 
Its character and its institutions, m 
which order has co existed with free 
dom, social hapless withnatumol in 
dependence, hes^ pubhc burdens with 
unwaken national ^th It encourages 
the pleosmg hope, that means may yet 
be found of reconciling the oonte^ng 
interests of society, of elevating labour 

* There is no ground for holding a 
tudetiMb^hiadftoffethePeo^ Suchamut 
titude ew have no sort of title to alter the 
seat of power in any country in which it 
ever ought to be the obedient and not the 
ruling power What powerrhay belong to the 
whole Tnaas, in whioh mass nawu aria* 

tporaoy or what by convenhon to apt^ted 
to represent and strengthen it, aeta i» w 
per plate vdth its proper weight, ana emh 
out being subteeted to vl(denoe to a deeper 
question In that «aae^ and wi^ that oon 
ourrence, nq sueh mu or doj^porate ohangee 
M wo have witnessed in France could over 
be eifoeM ^^Apptal ftM the ifw thiheM 
Whif9^&vias.K 9 Wol4^ VL 828 


without destroying property, of affoid 
mg protection without encouraging li 
cense, and opening industry without in 
ducing equity 

94 But most of the Biitish his 
tonan feels himself called upon to ron 
der such on act of justice to the Umttd 
Provinces Twice in English history— 
during periods which he w ould willingly 
blot from its annals—England, in vio 
lation alike of its plighted faith and 
its obvious interest, has united with 
h ranee for the oppression of Holland 
once in the seventeenth oenturj, when 
bought by French gold, once in the 
mneteeutu, when dtlud^ by trench 
democracy The British historian can 
not rt^atoic to the house of Orange the 
kingdom of the Netherlands, gunrai) 
teed by his government in the tre ity of 
Vienna, uoi the citaikl of Antweip 
reft from its dominions by the anna of 
his country But he can, with soirow, 
coufeas a bretich of national honour 
equalling the partition of Poland in its 
iiyusUce, and on error in pohey exceed 
mg Joseph b destruction of the baniei 
towns in its mexpediaice And if these 
Imes should meet the eye of a citizen of 
that ancient and memorable republic 
it may afford him some consolation to 
discover, that there are men lu England 
who can characterise with equal seve 
nty mjuatice committed under thoir 
own flag, 08 beneath the banners of 
their enemies, and see, in the impai 
tial adnuuisto^ou of 1^ evidence, the 
same justice dealt out to his own as to 
foreign usurpation He must be blind, 
indaSdf who docs not discern, m the 
fierce demand for the Repeal of the 
Union, which so soon after threatened 
dismemberment to the Bntisb empire, 
the natural consequence and just pun 
lahment of that uuquitq^s interference 
to support a Bomidi rebellion, and 
effect the partition of an ancient ally, 
which, bnngmg the arms of England, 
for the first tune recorded m history, 
mto a league with Rmnan Catholic fa 
natidsm and French propagandismthas 
succeeded m convertdng we barrier of 
Europe against France mto the out¬ 
work of France agamst Etirope, and re 
etDnng Antwerp, the ftilcrum of Napo 
leon against Britain, ^ a revolutionary 
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dynasty, and the sway of the tricolor 
flag* 

95 At the end of December, the 
Meuse being entirely &o7eii over, and 
the cold as low os 17* below aero of 
Reaumur, corresponding to 6 below 
zero of Fahrenheit, the French army 
commenced its winter campaign by an 
attack on two columns of the 25utch ad 
vanoed posts The result was what 
imght have been expected ft om an ir 
ruption mto a cordon of troops by con 
ceutrated forces The Dutch troops, 
after a slight resistance, fled in confu 
Sion, some to Utrecht and others to 
Qorcum, leaving sixty pieces of cannon, 
and sixteen hundred prisoners, m the 
hands of the invaders. In the general 
confusion, the Republicans even made 
themselves masters of some forts on the 
Waal, and crossed that river, but the 
stream being not yet passable for heavy 
artillery, Pichegru withdrew, in the 
first iDst^ce,hia troops to the left bank 
But meanwhfle the nght of the Dutch 
position was assailed by the French, one 
brigade driven into WiUiamatadt, an 
other made prisoners, and the invest¬ 
ment of Breda completed. On the fol 
lowmg day Grave capitulated, after an 
honourable resistance of two months, 
and a bombardment of three weeks, 
f^m famine, a noble example, the more 
worthv of a^iraUon from its having 
occurred m the middle of the gener^ 
consternation, and after numerous in 
stances of shameful dereliction of duty 
on the part of the Dutch troops. 

96 So many disasters produced their 
usual effect in sowing diwnsion among 
the allied generals Walmod^ was de 
sirous of concentrating his forces on the 
Waal between Nimegnen and St Andr5, 

* 0 Ccmnel! in his speeches in Ireland in 
1842 and 1843 to ferwiurd the cause of the 
Bepeal of thedTnion, ftequently alluded to 
the separation of Belgium firozn Holland as 
at once a proof of what a natbn defaenjiined 
to recover its nghts could do and au example 
whieh should and might be tollowed in the 
Bntieh empire It is not surprismg that 
did so and that the reference produced 
greatest effect on his audience, for it was an 
mstanoe of a miGoessfil and foi^ble repeal of 
aunion of two kingdoms, theone Protestant, 
thfi ether BoixuuaCathoho brought about by 
the combined efforts of Romish fimatiolam and 
rev<4utionsi7 fervour —the very p a ss ions by 
wbi<di Irtod has so long been deaolated 


to make head against the French, who 
wereprepanng to cross that river, but 
the Fnnoe of Orange insisted on the 
alhed forces approaching Gorcum, m 
order to cover &6 direct road to Am 
Bterdam, where the Republican agents 
had been long preparing a i evolutionary 
movement^ and an explosion was daily 
expected. Thus thwarted in the only 
rational mode of carr^g on the cam 
paign, and despainng of makii^ head 
against the greatly superior forces of 
the enemy, Walmoden resolved to aban 
don the Umted Provinces to ih&x fate, 
and, with a view to secure his retreat 
to Hanover, concentrated the British 
forces behind the Lmge, and covered 
them on the left by the Austnan con 
tingents Orders were at the same time 
given to abandon the line of the Waal, 
as soon as the enemy should present 
themselves m foree for the passage of 
that nver Buifc an unexpected panic 
having occurred in the division intruBt- 
ed with the park of artillery near Tiel, 
it became evident that this position, m 
the dejected state m the army, was not 
tenable, and the troops, witii the ex 
ception of a small vangu^, were with 
drawn behind the Rhme 
97 Despairing of their situation after 
the departure of the British army, the 
States General made proposals of peace 
to the I rench government, offering, as 
an inducement, to recognise the Repub 
he, and pay down two hundred milhona 
i of francs The overtures were in the 
highest degree desirable, as the success 
of the invasion depended entuely on 
the continuance of the frost, and an 
accommodaUon with Holland would 
disengage flfty ^ousand men for operar 
tions on the Rhme, but the Committee 
of Public Salvation, carried away hj^ 
their extraordinary success, and de 
Birous, at all hazard of estabhshing a 
revolutionary government in Holland, 
haughtily rejected them, and ordered 
Pi^egni instantly to invade that de 
voted country The continuance of the 
I irost, which had now ^ tn with more 
seventy tha^ had been known for a 
hundred year% gave an mdoohedfbr 
suoQees to thw ambii^ous deUvminaUon 
On the 8th January the Frencb army 
crossed the Waa], then abnogt com 
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pletely fh>zen, at vanous pomta, which 
was fociLtat^ by the capture of Tiel 
by General Moreau A succo«tsful battle 
alone could now save the Dutch repub 
he, but the dejected state ol the anny, 
Buffeiiug under the extremity of cold 
and h iidslup, with the thermometer at 
17® btlow zero of Reaumur, rendered 
this a hopeless altei native Walmo 
den, theiefoie, abandoned Holland al 
together, and, retiring to the Ime of 
the Issel from Amheim to Zutphen, 
left the United Proyincesrto their fate. 

98 1 he situation of the Stadtholdei 
was now in the highest degree embor 
rassing Abandoned by the army of 
Gauteral 'VV'almoden, unidile with his 
Singh forces to make head against the 
torrent of the Republican foi'ces, dis 
ti acted by the divisions in all the great 
towns in hu9 reai, and daily expecting 
A revolution at Amsterdam, the Pnnee 
of Orange resolved to abandon the re 
pubho altogether, and embark for Eng 
land With this view he piesented 
him*3elf before the States-General, and, 
after declaring that he had done hiS 
utmost to save the oountiy, but without 
success avowed his zesolution of re 
tiring from the Command, and recom 
mended to them to make a sepaiate 
peace with the enemy On the follow 
mg day he embarked at bebevezungen, 
and the States unmediately issued an 
order to their soldieis to cense all rc 
sistance to the invaders, and despatched 
ambassadors to the headquarters of 
Piobegru to propose terms of peace 
Meanwhile the French generals, anxious 
to avoid the appearance of Bul^ugating 
the Dutch, were pausing in their career 
of success, in expectation of revolution 
aiy movements manifesting themselves 
m the principal towns. General Daen 
tLels wrote to the leaders of the m 
Burrection—“ The repiesentatives of 
Fiance are desirous that the Dutch 
people should enfranchise themselves, 
they will not subdue them as conquer 
ore, they are only waiting till the in¬ 
habitants of Haarlei% Leyden^ and Am 
Bteidam, nse m a body, an^ mute them 
selves to their bretbmi whq have taken 
tne lead at Bois Ic-Duc. ** The receipt 
of this ofiei raised to the utmost he^nt 
the public effervescence at Amsterd^ 


[chap XVI, 

The popular party of 1787 assembled m 
great numbei’s, and besieged the buigo 
masters in the town hall, the advanced 
guard of the French army was alieady 
at the gates, terror seiz^ the bravest 
hearts , the magistrates resigned their 
authoiity, the democratic leaders were 
installed lu their stead the tiicoloi 
flag was hoisted ou the Hotel de \ illc, 
and the Republican tioops, amidst the 
shouts of the multitude, euteied the 
city 

99 The conquest of this noh and 
powerful capital, which had defled the 
whole power of Louis XIV, and im 
posed such severe conditions on France 
at the treaties of Utiecht and Aixla- 
Chapelle, was of unmense importance 
to the IVonch goveniment Utrecht, 
Leyden, Haarlem, and all the other 
towns of the republic, underwent a 
similar revolution. £\oiywhere the 
lower classes of the people received the 
French soldiers osd^iverers the power 
of the Convention soon extended fi»m 
the Pyrenees to the northern extremity 
ofknesland The unmense naval re 
sources, the vast wealth which ages of 
independence had accumulated in the 
United I'lovmcea, lay at the mercy of 
the Convention This great revolution 
to the honour of the democratic paity 
be it recorded, was accomplisbed with 
out bloodshed, or any of the savage 
cruelty which had stamed the flrst ci 
forts of a ft'ee spirit lu France—a sig 
nal example ol tiie mtluence of free in 
stitutions in softening the asperity of 
cml dtsaensxon, calculated to alleviate 
many of the gloomy anticipations whi ch 
the annals of the Flinch Revolution 
might otherwise produce 

100 These sucoesBes were soon fol 
lowed by others, if poeeible still more 
marvellous On the same day on which 
Gencial Daendcls had euUered Amstei 
dam, the left wing of the arm}, after 
passing the lake of Biesbosoh on the 
ice, made themselves masteis of the 
great arsenal oi Ih>rdre(^t, oontmumg 
SIX hundred pieces of oaunou, ten thou 
sand muskets, «hd immense stores of 
ammunition. The same division im 
mediately after passed through Rotter 
dam, and took possesidon of me Hague, 
where the States General were assem 
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bled To complete the wonders of the 
campaign, a body of cavalry and fly 
mg arfalleiy crossed the Zuyd^tr Zee on 
the ice, and suinmonod the fleet, Ij mg 
frozen up at the Texel The command 
ers, confounded at the hardihood of the 
euterpnse, surrendered their ships to 
this novel apecips of aaaailanta At the 
same time the province of Zealand ca 
pitulated to the i ranch troops, and the 
right wmg of the army, continuing its 
successes, compelled the British to aban 
don the line oi the Issel, Friesland and 
Groningen were successively evacuated, 
and the whole United Provmces over 
run by tlie Kepubhean armn. The Brit¬ 
ish govtriiment, flndmg the services of 
Uie Honoveiians useless on the Conti 
neut, dismissed them to their native 
country, andtho British, embarked on 
board th(ir ships, speedil;^ earned the 
teiror of their anus to the remotest 
colonies of the Indi in seas 

101 The di^ciphue of the French 
Boldieis, during this campaign, contn 
buted as much as their v^our to these 
astomshing successes Peaceable citi 
zens, converted mto soldiers by the de¬ 
cree of September 1793, were rapidly 
mured to the reatnunts and the subor 
dination of disci plmc after eight months 
of marches and combits, they undei'- 
took, without murmunug, a winter 
campaign, destitute of oknost every 
tlung fiom the extreme depression of 
the paper money,* m which they re 
ceiv^ their pay, they ci ossed numerous 
streams amid the severest weather, and 
l>enetrated, after a month s bivouacking, 
to Amsterdam, wHbont having com 
nutted the slightest disorder The in 
habitants of that wealthy capital, justly 
apprehensive of pillage from the eu 
trance of so necesGatous a body, wei-e 
astonished to see ten regiments of sol 
diers, half uftked, deflie through the 
streets to the sound of military music, 
pile then arms m the midst of lee and 
snow, and calmly wait, as m their own 
meirbpolis, quarters and barrack# 

* Tlie soldiers being sUll paid in assignats, 
Che pay of an officer mm meir depreciation, 
was only equal in re^ value to three fhtnee, 
or half a-orown a month In one-third 
was paid in specie, which raised the income 
ofa captain to serenty francs or tliree pounds 
sterling a mouth --JoxiKl, vi ^11 


assigned for their lodging It was such 
conduct as this which spread so widely 
the general illusion m favour of repub 
lioan institutions But the Dutch wero 
not long in being awakened to sod reoli 
ties from their deceitful dre mi Forty 
of their ships of war had been with 
drawn with the Pnnee of Orange, and 
were lodged in the British ports , the 
remaining fifty were immediately taken 
possession of by the Repubheans for 
the service o|the'TVencL The ciedit 
of the famous Bank of Amsterdam was 
violently shaken, and owed its with 
standing the shock to the intervention 
of government, commerce was entire 
ly destroyed by Ihe British blockade, 
forced requisitions, to on immense 
amount^ oi clothing, stores, and pro 
visions, gave the people a ioretaste of 
the sweets of military dominion, while 
a compulsory reg^ilation, which com 
X>elled the shopkeepers to accept oi the 
depreciated French assignata at the rate 
of nine sous tor a franc, restored the 
army to abundance, bv throwing the 
loss arising flrom the depreciation, to 
their infinite horror, upon the mha 
bitonts of the enfranchised Capital 
To complete the picture of this me 
morable campaign, it is only necess try 
to recount the oondudiug operations 
on the Upper Bhme and we Alps 
102 The check at Kayserslautem 
having induced the French government 
to reinforce their troops on the German 
frontier, ten thousand men were with 
drawn from Savoy, and fifteen thou 
sand from La Vendee, to augment the 
armies on the Bhme By the middle of 
June the armies on that nver amount 
ed to 114,000 men, of whom fifiy thou 
sand were on the lower part of the 
stream, forty thousand on the upper,, 
and twenty four thousand in the 
Vosges mountains The Committee of 
PuSic Salvation incessantly impresseid 
upon General Michaud, who command 
ed them, the necessity of taking the in 
itiakve, by reneynng hia attacks with 
out mtemiission, and of acting in 
masses, but*that general^ not auffi 
mently aware of new species of 
warfoTO whidi the RepubhoonB had 
commenced, adhered to &e old ^tem 
of a paraUelattack along the wh<^lme 
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This action took place on the July, 
and led to no decisive result. The 
enemy were touched at all points, but 
vigorously pushed at none, and one 
thousand men were lost to the Bepub 
hcans without any advantage Upon 
receiving mtelligenoeof this cheek, Gaiv 
not renewed his orders to Hichaud to 
concentrate his forces, and act by col 
nmns on particular points A fortnight 
after, the attack was renewed, and, by 
a concen^ted efforffagaipst the centre 
of the allied position, tbeu: whole army 
was compell^ to retire The Repub 
lioans advanced in pursuit as far as 
Fr^kenthal, and resumed the line of 
the Rehbach, abandoned at the com 
mencement of the campaign In this 
affair the Allies lost three thousand 
men, and the spirit of viotoiy was trana 
ferr^ to the other side. 

103 Both parties Pemamed in a state 
of inactivity after this contest, until the 
beginning of August, wh^ the army 
of the Moselle, being reinforced by hf 
teen thousand choice troops fh>m La 
Vend^ and raised to forty thousand 
men, made a forward movement, and 
occupied Treves. But while this was 
going forward, the Prussian army, m 
structed by their recent disaster, and 
observing the dispersed position of the 
French army in the vallejr of the Rhine, 
mode a sudden attack with twenty hve 
thousand men upcm the division of 
General Htynier at Eayserslauteni, to 
tally defeats them, and drove them 
back W 1 & the hm of four thousand 
men Had this sueceai been vi^rously 
supported, it might have led to tlm 
most important results, and totally 
changed w fate of the campaign, but 
not being followed up by ihe bulk of 
^the allied force, which stall preserved 
its eaftended pe^on, it produced only 
atemporary onnstemation mthe French 
anniea. In effect^ audii was the Inao* 
tivit^ the allied generals, end their 
obstmate adherence to the tyatem of 
pontuma, thatthty aOowedthe amy of 
the UqmDb, not fcuty thonaand sta:^, 
to reuhan undieturbed in Trercis m 
two moiftha, though fiankedottoneatde 
by sixty five thousand Prusidans and 
Austruma, who occupied the Falatmate, 
and on the other Ity eighty 'tiiousand 


Impenalists, who were encamped m the 
neighbourhood of Luxembourg At 
length, m the beginmng of October, the 
Committee of Public Suvation directed 
the armies of the Moselle and the Rhme 
to unite and expel the Allies from the 
I^atinate. This junction having been 
footed, and the repeat of Ohiirfrut be 
yond the Ehma having exposed their 
right flank to be turned, the Prussians 
fell back to Mayence, and crossed to 
the right bank by its bndge of boats 
That important fortress was soon after 
invested, Bhemf^s, contrajy to the 
most express orders, was evacuated, 
and the old Marshal Bender shut up 
in the great fortress of Luxembourg 
with ten thousand men The rigours 
of the season, and the contagious dis 
eases incident to the great aocumula 
tion of young soldiers, soon fllled the 
hospitals , and the Republican armies 
were more severely weakened by the 
mortality of their winter rest, than they 
would have been by the losses of the 
most harassing summer camjiai^ 
lOi In Savoy, the greatdetochmenta 
made m June to reinforce the army of 
the Rhme, reduced the French armies 
to the defensive, and they confined 
their efforts to mamtammg their posi 
tion till the falling of the snows on the 
summits of the Alps, from the neigh 
bourbood of Gex to the valley of the 
Stura. The plan of Buonaparte for the 
invasion of Kedmont by Ihe valley of 
the Stura was not adopts by the Com 
mittee of Public Salvation, and the 
breathing time thus afifoxded them en 
abled the court of Tunnto recover h om 
their constematioiL Not disoonoerted 
by this, Buonaparte presented a second 
plan to the government, the object of 
which was to move forward the army 
of Italy to Bemonte, anA idler reduc 
mg that place, ha p^roposra to advance 
to the valley of Com, while sixteen 
thousand men, foom the army of the 
Alps, covered their operations The 
cesult of &u would mive be^, that 
My thousand men would have taken 
their winter^uorters on the south 
mside itfthe Alps. The foil of Robes 
pierre prevented the execution of this 
plan, and postponeci for two years the 
glories of the Italiim oampidgtL Con 
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lined by the orders of the new goyem appalling cruelties were universal, and 
ment to defensive measures, the army produced the usual efifeot of such ex 
of the Alps yet gained a bnlliant ad ceasive and uncalled for seventy The 
vantage, hy defeating a corps of ten infernal columns of Thurreau, w Noy 
thousand Austnans and Piedmontese, ades of Carrier, drove the Yendeans to 
who had advanced, m concert with the desperation. “ Nulla spes victis st non 
British fleet, against Savona, in order desperare salutem ** became the pnn 
to cut off the communication between oiple of a new war, if possible more 
the Republicans and the state of Genoa, murderous and disas^us than the for 
fiom which their pnncipal resources mer But it was conducted on a dif 
u ere denved. After this success both ferent prmciple Broken and disjiersed 
parties retired into their wmter quar by the Republicsai forces, pierced in 
ters, and the snows of that ngorons eveiy directum by the infernal columns, 
season there, as elsewhere, gave repose the Vendeons were unable to collect 
to the contendmg armies any considerable body of forces, but 

105 ThecontestinthewestofFranoe, &om amidst their woo^ and fastne|aes 
which a little humanity on the part of they maintained in detached parties 
the govoroment would have completely an undaunted resistance Stofflet end 
temunatedaftorthevictonesof Savenay Charette contmued, after the death of 
and Mans, was rekindled during this the other chiefs, to direct their efforts, 
year by the atrocious seventies exer- though their mutual jealousy prevented 
cised towards the vanquished. The any operations of considerable impor 
state of La Yend^e at this penod is thus tance, and led them to saci iflce to their 
painted by an eyewitness attached to ambition the gallant M de Mangny, 
the Republican armies I did not one of the most intrepid and constant 
see a single male being at the towns of of the Royalist leaders. 

Saint Amaad,Chautonnay, OF Herbiers. 106 In the spring of 1794, General 

A fow women alone had escaped the Thurreauestablishedeixteen intrenched 
Republican swordC Country seats, once camps round the insurgent district, but 
BO numerous in that countiy, fsirm thedetachmentof twenty five thousand 
houses, cottages—^in fine, habitationB men fia>m La Yendde to the Pyrenees 
of every sort, Had been reduced to ashes and the Moselle having compelled him 
The herds and flocks were wandering to remam on tibe defensive, the Royal 
in tenx)r aiound their usual places of ists took advantage of the respite ijius 
shelter, now smoking in rums, and low afforded to reorganise their forces 
mg in vain for the hands which were Forty thousand men, including two 
wont to feed them. At night, the thousand horse, were soon under arms 
flicktnng and dismal blaze of confla^ in Gus unconquerable district, with 
gration afforded light over the whole which Charette stormed three of the 
Country The bleatmg of the disturbed intrenched camps, and put their gam 
flocks, and the bellovnngB of the tern sons to the sword. Meanwhile the 
fled cattle, were drotmedin the hoarse seventies of the Republicans, in perse- 
notes of the ravens, and the faowhng of cutmg the peasants of Bnttany who 
the wolves and other wild animals who shdtered the fugitive Yendeans, km ^ 
had been attracted from afar to the died a new and temble warfare in that 
scene of slaughter As I journeyed in extensive province, which, under the 
the night, guided hy tiie uncertam name of the Cbouan Wm*, long cm 
light of the flames, a distiiat column of sumed the vitals and paralysed the 
firoy Widening and increasing as I ap- forces of the Bepubhe. The nobleB 
proached, served as a beacon. It wass of that distnot, Pui saye, Bounnont, 
the town of Mortogne in flames. When Geoiges Cadouha), and others, com 
I an^ed ther^ no living creatures men^ a guenHa struggle with mur 
were to be seen except a few wretched deroua efiie>ct, and soon, on a space of 
women, who were etnving to save twelve hundred square leagues, thirty 
some remnants of thair property dur- « hope to the vanquished, butm the 
mg the general conflagration " These | efihrts of de^sdr 
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thousand men were m arms in detached 
parties of tvico or thr^e thousand each 
107 Brittany, utersected by woody 
ndges, abounding mth hardy smug 
glers, ardently devoted to the Aoyahst 
oause, and containing a population of 
2,500,000 soula, affoided far greater re* 
sources for the Royalist cause than the 
desolated La Yendde, which nevei could 


boast of a third of that number of in 
habitants. Ptusaye was the soul of the 
insurrection Prosc}ibe<|^ by the Con 
veution, with a pnee set upon his head, 
wandenng &om chateau to chateau, 
from cottige to cottage, he became aC 
qtifgnted with the spint of the Bretons, 
ami their inextinguishable hatred of 
the Convention. Perceivmg the ele 
ments of resistance thus nie, he con 
ceived the bold design of hoisting the 
1 oyal standard agam amidst its secluded 
fastnesses His ind^tatxgable activity, 
energetic character, and commanding 
eloquence, eminently qualified this in 
trepid chief to become the leader of a 
party, and soon brought all the other 
Breton nobles to range themselves un 
der his stancUud. Early m I7d4, he 
opened a conxmunicatiou with Brit¬ 

ish government, and strongly urged the 
immediate landing of an expedition of 
ten thousand men, with arms and am 
munition, with which he answered for 
the re-establishment of the Royalist 
cause So formidable did this war soon 
become, that, according to an official 
re^ioit of Carnot, before the end of the 
3 ear there were no less than a hundred 
and twenty thousand Republicans on 
the shores of the ocean, of whom above 
eighty thousand were in active warfitfe 
Even in Normandy, the seeds of i^volt 
were beginning to manifest themselves, 
« anddetachedpartiesof RoyalSstsshoWed 
themselves between the Loire and the 
Seine^ and struck terror into Paris it¬ 
self ^'On coniadenng this state of 
affidra,' says dommi, is evident 
that them existed over oU the West of 

dements Of radsteaei^ 
they iMul been um under 

^_, and secondedeby tibe dhed 

it was by no xheone Impcssibie 
t^have restored the Ih^aliet cttose,^ 
Bad the Duke d^Enghae&i with a few 
thousand meoi landed m Bnttaay, and 
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established a council, directing alike 
Foisaye, Benuei, btoffiet, Sapmawl, 
Scapeaux, and others, so as to combine 
Hieir energies for one common object, 
instead of actmg, as they did, without 
any concert in detached quarters, it is 
impossible to calculate what the result 
might have been It is painfuj to think 
what at that onma might have oeen ef 
fected, had fifteen thousand troops from 
Britain formed the nucleus of on aimv, 
mode the Royalists masters of some of 
the fortified seaport towns with which 
the coast abounded, and lent to the in 
surgents the aid of hex fieet aud the 
terrois of her name 

108 Such was the memorable oim 
paign of 1794, one of the most glonous 
in the annals of France—^not the least 
memorable in the history of the world, 
Begmning on eveiy side under disas 
trous or onticud circumstances, it ter¬ 
minated with universal glory to tho 
Republic The Allies, at its commence¬ 
ment, were besieging, and soon captui ed, 
the lut of the blemish frontier towns, 
the Repubbean forces on the Rhine 
were unable to make head against their 
adversaries, the Alps were still in the 
possession of the Sardinian troops, and 
severe disasters had checkered the cam 
paign at both extremities of the Pyre¬ 
nees At its conoluston, the Spaniards, 
defeated both in Biscay and Cataloni v 
were suing for peace, the Piedmontese, 
driven over the summit of tiie Alps, 
were trembling for their Italian posses 
sions, the dhed forces had everywhere 
recrossed the Rhine, Flanders was sub 
dued, I«a Vendee idl but vanquished, 
HollaQd revolutionised, and theBritislx 
suxihanes liad fled for refuge mto tho 
states of Hanover From a state of 
depression grater than in the darkest 
era of Louis XIV , Frsiioo had passed 
at ones to tnumphs grater than had 
graced the proudest period of his reign 

109 But these immense successes 
had not be^ gamed without proper 
flfctonate losses, and it was sfreody evi 

that the enOErmous saenfioea by 
wb^h they had been achieved could 
not be eontinuedibr any length of time 
without induemg national rum Dur 
ing the Oomae of the campaign the Re 
pdbho had a^ned every nerve beven 
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teen huudiod thousand men had at one 
tune been enrolled by sea and land 
under its banners, and at its close, a 
zniUion were still numbered in the rolls 
uf the army But of this great force 
only BIX hundred thousand were actu 
ally under arms, the remainder en 
cumbered the hospitals, or were scat¬ 
tered lu a sickly or dying state m the 
villages on the hue of the army's march 
The disorder m the commissanat, and 
departments intrusted with the doth 
ing and equipment of the troops, had 
risen to the highest pitch hardly any 
exertions could have provided for the 
wants of such a multitude of armed 
men, and the cupidity or seldshneaa of 
the Revolutionary agents had diverted 
gieat part of the funds destined for 
these objects to the augmentation of 
their private fortunes It increases our 
admiration for the soldiers of the Re 
pubhc, when we recollect that tUeir 
triumphs were generally achieved with 
Out magazines, tents, or equipments of 
any kind, that the armies, destitute of 
ererytiungibivouacked in t^xnostngor 
ous season equally with the mildest and 
that the innumerable multitudes who 
issued from its hrontiers almost always 
provided for their daily wants from the 
country through which they passecL 

110 hothing could have enabled 
the French government to make head 
against such expenses, but the system 
of assignats, which in effect, foi the 
time, gave them disposal of all the 
wealth of France * The funds on 
which this ottormouB ^per circulation 
was based, embracing m the omidscated 
property in the kingdom, lu lands, 
housea, &nd movables, were estunated 
at fftteen milhards of franca, or above 
^600,000,000 sterling, butm thedis 
tracted state of the cduntiy, few pilr- 
ihasers could 4)e found for such un 

* The xnontlUy expenses of the warhad risen 
to 200 000 000 f&Dca oriSS 000,000 while the 

iuQome wua only 60 000,000 or di 400 000 an 
euoraiouscUfiut, oinoundog to £67*200 Wvx 
the year which was suppliM only by them 
oossaut issue of paper money beanug bylaw 
a forced circulalloii There were 7 500 000 000 
of fraaos or JhSOO 000 000 in circulatioD, the 
Sum in the treasury was still ^00^000 OCK) or 
£20 000 000 BO that the amount iasaed by go 
>cnin]ent waseightmllliards^ OOO 000 

sterling —loinu v 194, Tn ta 2S9 


mense national domains, and therefore 
the secunty, tor all practical purposes, 
was merely nummaL The consequence 
was, that the assignat fell to one twelfth 
of Its real value, m other words, an 
assignat for twenty four francs was 
worth only two francs, that is, a note 
for a pound was worth only Is Sd. As 
all the payments, both to and by gov 
emment, were made in this depreoi 
ated currency, and as it constituted th^ 
chie^ and m many places the sole cii 
culataon of l£e country, the losses to 
creditors or receivers of money of every 
descnption became enormous, and, in 
fact, pubho expenses weredef^ayi d 
out of the chasm made m private foi 
tunes It was evident that such a state 
ol things could not continue penna 
nently, and accordingly the national 
exhaustion appeared in the compaigu 
of 1795, and the Republic would have 
sunk under the &ilure oi its financial 
resources ux a few years, had not the 
gemufl of Napoleon discovered a new 
mode of mamtaming the armies, and, 
by making warmamtamwar, converted 
a Buffenng defensive into an irresistible 
aggressive powei 

111 At the commencement of tho 
campaign the Allies were aa overmatch 
for the French at every point, and the 
supenonty ol then discipline wasmoit, 
especially evident lu the movementt^ 

\ and atta^ of large masses. That then 
enterprises were not conducted with 
^oU, that they suffered under tho jeid 
ouaies and divisions of the cabinets 
which dnuoted then movements, and 
that^ by adhering to the luinous sys 
tem oi extending ^eir forces, and a 
war of position^ they threw away all 
the advantages which might have aiisen 
from the number and experience of ^ 
their forces, must appear evident to the 
mcNst careless observer The fate of 
the campaign in Flanders was decided 
by the detachment of Jourdan, with 
f^y thousand meu from the Meua% to 
j»rs^onie1he army of the Bambre, what^ 
then, miig^t have been expeicted^ff Co- 
booig earlg concentrated his fohsea 

for a vigorous attack in flouders, or 
the immouse masses which hy inac^vo 
on the Rhine lotem brmight to bear on 
the general fortune of the campaign ^ 
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112 But it may be doubted whether* army of Savoy to the Rhine, of Jour 

by any exertrons, the allied cause could dan s corps to the Sambre , and of the 
have been finally made tnumphant in gamBon of Mayence to Nantes—the 
France at this penod. The time for immediate causes of the sucoesses m 
energetic measures was past, the re- Catalonia, the Palatinate, Flanders, and 
volutionaiy fever was bomiDg with full La Vendee—successively took place, 
fury, and fifteen hundred thousand men without any corresponding movement 
were m arms to defend the Repubbc By having been made in the ti oops opposed 
bringing up column after column to the to them, to reinforce the threatened 
attack, by throwing away with merci quartets. Each division of the albed 
less prodigahty the bves of the con forces, debghted at being Relieved from 
senpis, by sparing neither blood nor the pressure under which it had pre 
treasure to accomplish ^theit* objects, vioudy suffered, relapsed into a state 
by drawing without smiple upon the of inai^vity, without ever recollecting 
wealth of one half of France by confis- that, with an active and enterprising 
cation, and of the other by assignats, the enemy, a senous defeat at one point 
Committee of Public Salvation hod pro was a disaster at alL 
ducedaforcewhichwaaforthetimeun 114 The ArchdidieCharles has said, 
conquerable By a more energetic and that the great superiority of France, in 
combined system of warfare, the Alhea % mihtary point of view, arises fiom the 
might have broken through the firon cham of fortresses with \vhich itis sur 
tier on more than one point, and wrest- rounded, whereby it is enabled, with 
ed from the Republic her frontier for equal facibty, to throw delays in the 
tresses , but they would probably have way of an invasion of its own, 'lud to 
found, in the heart of the country, a find a solid base for an imiption into 
resistance which would m the end Imve its neighbours temtones, and that the 
proved their ruin What might have wantofsuchabamer on the right bank 
been easily done by vigorous measures of the Rhine is the principal defect m 
m 1792 or 1793, could not have been ac the 83 rstem of German defence The 
complished by any exertions in 1794, campaign ofl794 affords a striking con 
after the gre^ levies of the Conven firmation of this observation After 
tion had come into the field, and the having driven the French forces, dui 
energy of revolution was turned into mg the campaign of 1793, from tlu 
mibtary confidence by the successes fidd, and compelled them to seek 
which had concluded the preceding shelter in intrenched camps or forti 
campaign fied towns, the Allies were so much 

113 It deserves notice, too, what impeded by the siege of the fortressta 

signal benefit accrued to Fi^ce in this which lay m their road, that they were 
campaign from its central position, and compelled to halt in their career of sue 
the formidable bomerof fortified towns cess, and France had time to complete 
with which it was surrounded By pos the vast armaments which afterwards 
eessmS aa utienor, while the Allies were ^ved so fatal to Europe When the 
compiled to act on an extenor line, the Repubbc, on the other hand, became 
French govemmentwas enabled to auo the mvadng power m 1794, the want 
couriheweakpartsoftheirfronUer,and of any fortifiw towns to resist thoir 
could bring troops to bear in over progress enabled them to overrun Flan 

whelming masses on one pcant, while derB,and drive the Allies in a few weckii 
their i^ponents, moving rouifl a larger beyond the Rhine. This conaidoration 
circumfarenoe, charged with ^ pro- is of vital imporbuio^ both in the esti 
teciion of diflinrent ungdoms, and re^ mate of the relative power of France 
gulated by and often discord and the neighbouring states, and m all 

ant cabm^ were to mak^coiTe measures intend^ to restrain its ambi 
jronding movensenta to resist them, ^ous projects It was the same in an 
Thus, the Wsnsferenee of the troops edent times TOe Roman armies, un 
^bu^onqq^ied at Toulon to the Ettsth AWo to Withstdhd the cavalry of Han 
em Pyren ^, of the divisions of thti nihil in ihe found a respite from 
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their diaasteis, after the slaughter of 
Cannte, in the numerous fortified towns 
with which Italy was studded From 
the moment that the war from one of 
battles became one of sieges, the fortune 
of the Carthaginian conqueror began to 
wavei, and the mighty torrent which 
had rolled with impetuous fury from 
the I bro to the Tibor^ was lost in sur 
mounting the inconsiderable fortresses 
of Campania and Apulia. 

115 There are few spectacles m na 
ture bO sublime as that of a people brave* 
ly combating for their liberties against 
a powerful and vindictive enemy That 
spectacle was exhibited in the most 
stnkiug manner hj the FVench nation 
during this campaign The same im 
parti d justice which condemns with 
unmc isured seventy the bloody inter 
nal, must admire the dignified and re 
solute external conduct of the Conven 
tiou With unbending firmness, though 
often with atrocious cruelty, they co 
(reed alike internal revolt mid foreign 
violence, and, selectmg out of the in 


numerable ranks of their defenders the 
most woi-thy, laid the foundation of 
that lUustnous school of military chiefs 
who afterwards sustained the fortunes 
of the empire It is melancholy to be 
obliged to adzuit^ that it was their cru 
elty which was one cause of their tn 
umpha, and that the fortunes of the 
Republic might have sunk under its 
difficulties, but for the inflexible seve 
nty with which its government over 
awed the discententc^ The iron rule 
of Tenor undoubtedly drew out of the 
agomea of the state the means of its ul¬ 
timate deliverance. The impartial jus 
tice of Providence, apparently made that 
temfic penod the means of punishing 
the national sms of both the contend 
ing parties, and while the sufferings of 
the empire were the worthy retribution 
of its crudt^, and the necessaiy conse 
queuoes of lU injustice, the tnumpha 
to which they led brought deserved 
chuetiseinent on those powers who had 
sought, m that suffering, the means of 
unjust aggrandisemeut 


CHAPTER XVII 


WAB IN POLAND 


1 Providence has so mtorwoven 
human affairs, that, when we wish to 
retrace the revolutions of a people, and 
to investigate the causes of then grcui 
deur or miafortunes, we are insensibly 
conducted, step by step, to their ciadle 
The slight^t jBonsideration of the Ins 
toiy of Poland most be sufficient to 
prove that ^t great nation,, always 
combating, often victonous, but never, 
securing conquests, never obtaining 
the blessings of a stehle govemmen^l 
has from the earhest times been on the 
deohne. It emesged from the diiook 
which overthrew the Roman empire, 
valiant, powerful, and extenmve, from 
that hour it has invariably drooped, 
until at length it beoiUno the victim of 


its ancient provinces. The kingdom of 
Poland formerly extended fi^m the 
^rysthenes to the Danube, and from 
the Euxme to the Baltic The Sar- 
matia of the ancients, it embraced with 
in its bosom, the original seat of those 
nations which subverted the Roman 
empire Prussia, Moravia, Bohemia, 
Hunga^iy, the Ukraine, Courland, Liv 
onia, are all fragments of its mighty 
dominion. The Goths, who appeared 
as suppliants on the Danube, end were 
femed across by Rotoan bands, never 
to recede, thb Huns, who under Atida 
spr^ d^olation tilirnugiL the empire , 
theSclavotuaQS, whooverranthe gzinter 
part of Europe—emerged from its vast 
and unouitiyated plains. But its sub- 
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Bequent progress has but U1 correspond 
ed to such a commencement Wiile, 
in all other states, hberfcy, riches, power, 
and glozy, haye advanced with equal 
steps, and the victones of one sge Imve 
contributed to the advancement of that 
which succeeded it^ in Polmd alone 
the greatest triumphs have been imme 
diattly succeeded by the greatest re¬ 
verses, the establishment of internal 
freedom has led to nothmg but extiav 
iial disaster, and the dehvf^er of Europe 
in one age Was in the next swept from 
the book of nations 
2 The name of Poland, derived firom 
the word signifying a plain (pofe), ex^ 
presses its leal geographical character 
It consists almost entirely of an im 
mense level Surface, which extends— 
with the exception only of a range of 
low hills that, to the south of Volh^ia, 
branch out from the Carpathian moun 
tains—from the shores of the Baltic to 


those of the Euxine Part of this vast 
expanse is composed of noh alluvial 
soil, but the greater part of it is a sandy 
plain, of a dark red colour on the shores 
of the sea, but white lu the mtmor of 
the country Pomerania, port of Den 
mark, and ne^wly the whole of Prussia, 
formerly provinces of Poland, consist 
of the same sandy flat The waves of 
the ocean, or of floods which, in former 
revolutions of the globe, have rolled over 
this wide extent of level ground, have 
strewed its surface with huge blocks of 
^j^nite and other rocks foreign to the 
territory, which have evidently 
been brought from a great distance, 
and in many places va^ collections of 
bones of the elephant, the rhinorceros, 
and other tropical animiJs, as we^l as 
the mammoth, the mastodon, and other 
monsters, the VM of which is now ex 
tinct upmi the earth, ore found, and 
attract the wonder ahk^ of the ilht> 
erate peasant and learned obs^er of 
nature This imm^se piam nowhm 
nsea more than a fe# hundred feet 
above level of the se% and the as- 
ceht to the most elevated part is so 
gradual as to be impereeptible^ save 
mm the direction of the nvdfSr which 
ere very numeroma, and form a remark- 
able featiire in the ophntry 
& Kotwlthstandliig this general fiat 


surface, the summit-level of the coun 
try 18 very distinctly marked, from the 
one side of which the waters flow to 
the Buxine, from the othei to the £al 
tic 8ea. This summit level itself, how 
ever, is not in general a ndge, or range 
of hills, but a swampy expanse, in the 
marshes of which the principal streams 
of the countiy take their nae, and, os 
with the rivers Ama/ons and (Orinoco 
in the pampas of South Amenca, the 
surface between their sources is so fiat 
that in floods they communicate with 
each other Tins la particularly the 
case with the Pnpocz, a tnbutory of 
the Dnieper, which in spring is con 
nected with the feeders of the Bug 
and the Niemen The principal nvers 
whidi descend from the southern de 
clivity of this marshy plateau are the 
Dniester and the Dnieper, with the 
great tributary of tlie latter, the Bug, 
to the north flows the Vistula, which, 
taking its nse in the Carpathiau moun 
tarns, after being swelled by fifty tii 
butaty streams, such as the ban, the 
Filica, and the Narew, rolb its ample 
waves to the Baltic. One of thisc, the 
San, uses under the shade of a huge 
oak, which overhangs on the other side 
the fountains of the Theisso and of the 
Stry, which are among the pnncipal 
sources of the Dniester The Vartha 
and the Niemen traverse also the north 
em plains of Poland, and their waters, 
flowing in a bed but little depressed 
below the general surface of the adja 
cent country, frequently overflow, and 
convert the whole pLun, to a counider 
able distance on eithei side, into a gicat 
lake On the oth^ hand, the Dniester 
and tile Dnieper, and the other nveis 
which detoend towardb the £uxme, 
meander in deep beds, having steep 
bonks of rock gravel, which restrain 
their ample durrents ev^ hi the great- 
ett flooda, and render the general sur¬ 
face of the fiuBacent coimt^ compara 
tivdy dry cmd salubrious 
e A FplSnd bos fete minerals in its 
bosom, a peculmidty which frees it 
equally from the wedih consequent on 
the working of mmes, and the social 
depravity such operations sel 

dom fail, m the end, to induce m their 
train. For this defrot, however, it 
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has received more than a compensation nches of amculturfd produce Alieady 
in the broad expanse of its level sur it is consideied as the {^ranaiy of Eu 
face, and the general fertility of its soil rope, the banks of the Vistula are to 
Iheplainaof the Ukraine, or of Poland the ^itish empire, m seaeons of do 
south of the ndge which divides the mestic scarcity, what those of the Nile 
flowing of its waters, have long been were to the ancient Romans. Wretched, 
celebrated foi their extraordinary and however, is the cultivatioa, deplorable 
surpassing fertihty, and like the Delta the conation of the serf^ by whose la 
of Egypt, oz the plain of Mesopotamia, hours these noble ozopa are reared 
y leld the richest crops with very httlc Ploughs and harrows of the rudest con 
care from the husbandman. Podoho, struction turn up the soil, scarcely any 
also, on thesoutheindechvity of Poland, manure enriches «the fields, frequent 
hardly less neb, exhibits more vaned and long continued fallows alone le 
and agreeable features Pleasant hills, store tho exhausted fertility of nature 
often crowned by beautiful groves, fill Raising the finest crops oi red wheat, 
the whole province, which extends from the indigent husbandman hves only on 
the Dniester to the Boh, and la bound black rye bread, Vater is his sole drmk, 
ed on the north by the plains of Vol though lus hands reap extensive crops 
hynia, on the south-east by the steppes of barley, and the luxuries of animal 
of the Ukraine, These hills, which al food and comfortable dwellings are un 
most become mountains in the neigh known to the peasantry inl^biting a 
bourhood of Medryz Zee, exhibit al^ country where the hand of nature has 
uately fertile valleys and healthful covered the earth with nch and bound 
pastures The soil, where it us arable, less postures, aud a profosiou of fine 
yields noble crops with hardly any cul forests has furnished the most ample 
tivation, and so far back as the middle materials for the construction of bouses, 
of the fifteenth century, Gieece and the 6 To the gweral fiat and umfonn 
islands of the Archipelago were sup characterofPohahsceuery,on exception 
plied by PodoUan wiieat, transporM must be made m regaid to that part 
to their shores in Venetian vessels of tbe country where the Vistula t^es 
Tho climate of this favoured provmoe its rise Numerous rooky euunencea, 
IS less severe than that of the other interspersed with limpid streams, there 
parts of Poland. While they ore still ascendwith a umfonn slope towardsthe 
clotheduiththegarbofwmtei,ti[ieTer Carpathian mountains, and theirsum 
dure of spring has already appeared on mits are often crowned with venerable 
its sunny slopes. Melons mulbemea, castles and monastene% which throw 
aud other southern firuits, npen with an air of antiquity and grandeur over 
out core in the open atr, and as sum the scenery It is there that Wawdl, 
zuer IS firee from &e mahuia which in the o^uie magnificent ckstle of the roy l1 
feats the plains of the Ukraine^ so win race of the Jagellona^ looks down on 
ter is from Ms icy ^11 the ancient capital of the mighty Polish 

5 Tq the norm of ihe sonumt^level, empire, where its kings, so long taken 
m the plains watered by the Vistula from their race, were crowned, it is 
aud its tnbutarystreuns, the soil is leSs ihere thai> adorned with numerous ^ 
rich, and stands more in need of the steeples, and splendid churches, and 
artificial aid ef diauung and manure ancient edifices, Cracow lies stretched 
But a very slight apphcation of these at the foot of the mountams in the val 
advantages is sufi&oient to make it pro ley of ^e Vistula. Everythmg m that 
duce the finest crops wbe&l barley, romantic region bespealu the former 
oatB> and rye, and n <idtivi^ in a sus grandeur and present decay of Poland. 
penormanner>andDp6nadupby0Biials, Beyond on a high mountain, stands 
i*9ilroads, and common roa^ for which the mona«te|y of Tymec, one of the 
the level surface offers the greatest pos nchest and most ancient abbeys of the 
pibie advantages, it la capable of b^g Benedictmes in the country On <me 
made to nval the plain ol Lombard side is seen the picturesque ntount of 
or the fields of Flanders m variety and j Kosciusko, to the soutfi, the distant 
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Bummita of the Carpatbum raoge. Less 
MUy, hut by no means level is the land 
ncHTW of &acow, towaixls the up2>er 
Vistula^ It consists of a plateau^ eight 
fit nme hundred feet above the seS) in 
teraected by deop and precipitous ra 
vmes, hke mose of Saxon Smtaerland 
m Q&rxomyi clothed with sable woods, 
and often sunnounted by princely cas 
ties and noble chateaus now in nuns. 
On one of the precipices, surrounded 
by nch foliage, stands Oycow, once 
the splendid residence ol Casimir the 
Great Heai the sources of the Pihoa, in 
the nuddleof avastforest stands Ogrod 
aemec, formerly the seat of the mi^ty 
Firley Evei^mg in t^ romantio 
region reminds the traveller of departed 
greatness, and m traversing these de¬ 
serted halls or rume4 fanes, the mourn 
ful motto of the Courtenays recurs to 
the mind, “ Quomedo lapsus quid 
feml” * 

7 Overrun by Jews, and but httle 
supported eithei bythe mdustiy of their 
own inhabitants or the wealth of the 
adjacent country, the towns of Poland 
exhibit a melancholy proof of the ex 
tent to which the folly of man can ren 
der unavailing all the choicest gifts of 
nature. Though the total population 
of the country, after the partitaon of 
1772, was still above fourteen miUipns, 
Warsaw, Lubhn, and Cracow were the 
only towns m it which deserv^ the 
name of cities, the first of which con 
tamed at that penod only nmety thou 
sand inhabitants, the second, twenty 
five, the thud, twelve thousandf At 
this time, notwithetandmg the great 
increase in eve^ branch of industry 
which has taken place under the severe 
but re^l^ and steady government of 
Russia, the Polish towns, considenng 
the prodigious natural rMourees of the 
country, ezhilut a deplorable pictun of 

* How san I fiUen I what have 1 donet 

t The iollowiiw 1« the present popuiaUon 
of the prtnctpsl Finish towns 

Wamw, 180,554 

Oracow, i5 000 

J"blh^ ^ r 18,060 

KaUgdi, * T,S0O 

Piook, e,500 

Zaxnoec, , 0000 

BewahEi, • , 8,500 

^-^JlAtTX Baoir, vit 164448 


squalid xmsery, of useless pride, and 
general idleness. Such activity as dues 
exist among them is almost entirely to 
be ascribed to the Jews, who form, as 
it were, a nation by themselves en 
camped in Poland, and have gradually, 
from their ludustnoua habits, engrossed 
aQ the lucrative employments in it 
The kmgdom of Poland, properly bo 
called, now entirely absorbed by Russia, 
oontams 50,060 geographical i^es -an 
extent of surface greater than that of 
England and Wales together, which con 
tain 46,000, but which is thinly peopled 
by only 4,582,000 inhabitants Such 
IS die Iwt lemuant, and it under foreign 
domimon, of the once mighty empire 
of Poland, of the conquests of Boleslas, 
and thedomimous of the Jagcllons, of 
a countiy which, in the days of its 
greatness, earned its victorious aims 
{com the Baltic to the Euxme, and from 
Moscow to the Elbe 

8 This extraordiuarv deolme has all 
arisen from one cause—that Poland hog 
retained, till a very recent peiiod, tlio 
mdependenoe and equality of savage life 
It has neither been subjugated by moi e 
polished, nor has it itself vanquished 
moie civdised states The restleBsiiess 
aud valour of the pastoral character 
have remainedunchangeddurmgfifteen 
hundred years, neither grafted on the 
stock of urban liberty noi moulded 
by the institutiona of cmliaed society 
Poland shows what in its onginal state 
was the equahty of the shepherd life, 
Neither the re^stonce, nor the tastes, 
noTtihe intelligenee, nor the blood of 
vanquished nationa, have altered m its 
inhabitants the indmations and pas¬ 
sions of the savage character We may 
see m its histoiy what would have been 
the fSte of all ibe northern nations, if 
their fierce and nnbendmg temper had 
not been tempered by blood and 
mod^ed by the mstitutlonB of a more 
advanced mvihsatson, and in the an 
arehy of its diets, what would have been 
the iwpresentafrva system had the opm 
ion 01 iji^tflBquieu brai well founded, 
that it was found m the woods 

9 Tlie dbepherds who wandered in 
the plains of Sarmatia were, like ad 
other pastoral tnbea, inflamed by the 
strongest passion for that savage free 
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dom 'which consists in leading a life 
exempt from control—in roanung at 
willoverbouadleBs plains, restingwhere 
thev chose, and departing when they 
wished. In their incorBions into the 
Roman provinces they collected izn 
ineuse troops of captives, who were 
compelled to perform the works of 
drudgery, m which their masters dis 
daincd to engage—to attend the cattle, 
dnve the waggons, and make the arms 
Their impenonS lords, acknowledging 
no superior themselves, knew no re 
stramt m the treatment of their mfe 
nors. They exercised a gnevous ty 
i^anny over that unhappy laoe, with the 
same eneigy with wmeh they would 
have lesist^ any attempt to encroach 
on their own independence Such as 
Poland then was, it has ever since con 
tinned—a race of jealous freemen and 
lion bound slaves , a vast and wild de 
mocracy ruling a captive people, 

-— Ferrsajuga 

lusAuuipque forum * 

10 It IB a mistake to suppose that 
the representative system was found in 
the woods What was found there waa 
not anything resembling parliaments, 
but Polish equality The pastoral ua 
tions of the norm, equally with the 
citizens of the republics of antiquity, 
had no idea of the exercise of the n^ts 
of freemen but by tbe concourse of all 
the cituens Of course, this privilege 
could only be exercised by a sn^ num 
ber of them when the state became 
populous, and hence the narrow base 
on which, with them, the fabnc of lib 
erty was framed The assembhes of 
tbe Champ de Mai, accordingly, like the 
early convocations of the Normans in 
En^and, were attended by all the free¬ 
men who held of the king, and sixty 
thousand Norman horsnnen assembled 
at Winchester, to ddiberate with tbe 
Conqueror ooneenung the vaiiqtuahed 
kingdom This waa the origmsl m* 
tern in all the Eui'opean states, and 
IS what the Polish diet Ayrm con 
tinned to be It was the CbnshaQ 
Church, the parent of so many lo% 

*-"'An iron yoke 

And senseless forum 

VOL. lu 


doctnnes and new ideas, which had the 
gloiy of offering to the world, amufrt 
the wreck of ancient institutions, the 
model of a form of government which 
gives to aH dasses the right of suffrage, 
by eatablisbing a system wluoh mav 
embrace the remotest interests, wbum 
preserves the energy, and avoids the 
evils of democracy, wbioh maintains 
the tiibune, and Shims the strife of the 
forum The Christian councils were 
the first example eff representative as 
sembhes, there were united the whole 
Roman world, there a priesthood w^ch 
embraced the civihsed earth, assembled 
by means of delegates to dehberate^n 
^tne afiaus of the Universal Church 
When Europe revived, it adopted the 
same model Every nation by degrees 
borrowed the customs of the Churc^ 
then the sole depository of the tradi 
tions of civilisation It was the reli 
gion of the vanquished people—it was 
the cler^, 'who matruoted them in this 
admiral^ system, which flourished m 
the Councils of Nice, Sardis, and By 
santium, centunes before it was heara 
of m western Europe, and which did 
not arise in the woo^ Of Qermany, but 
in the catacombs of Rome during the 
sufferings of the pnnutive churt^ 

11 viuma waa the frontier station 
of the Roman empire — it never ex 
tended into the Samatian wilds , and 
hence the chief cause of the contmued 
calamities of the descendants of their 
firot inhabitants It was the infusion 
of the free spirit of the Scythian tubes 
into the deoaying lanvinoes of the Rom 
an empire, and the union of barbanc 
energy with ancient and worn-out cm 
lisahion, whuh iroduced the glones of 
modem Europe. In Poland alone sav* 
age independenoe has ever remained 
unmodified by foreign admixture, Scy'* 
thian descent unchanged by fora^ 
blood, barbanc passions untamed by 
foreign wisdom^-^-and the customs ^ 
the earliest ages have continued tbe 
#ame down to the portion of the mon 
archy After representative aasembUes 
had been established for ewtnriea in 
Oermany, Frwoe, and En|tlaadr the 
Pidea a^<ded to the ancient 
suflunoningevery man to dleoqaa,awerd 
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in hand, the afiTairs of the republic. A. their arms, are the characteristics of 
hundred thousand horsemen met in the then national costume Till within 
field of Volo, near Warsaw, to deliber these few years thw wore tlie singular 
ate on pubhc affains, and the distrac crown of hair, which m the time of tho 
tions of these stormy diets weakened Scythians encircled their bare heads, 
the nation even more than the attacks The passion for a waudermb 
of its foreign enomies. Among them been transmitted to their lat^t poster 
was established, to their sorrow, the ity, and remains undimimshed amnUt 
real system which was mvcsited in the all the refinements of civilisation To 
woodfc travel in the country, living in tente, to 

12 In Poland, accordingly, the struc pass from one encampment to another, 
ture of society was ^sae^titdly different has been in eveiy age one of the most 
from that which obtained in any other favourite amusements of the Polish 
part of Enropei The feudal sysiem, noblesse, and it w is in such occujia 
the chain of mihtaiy dependence from tions that the last yearn of the great 
tLp throne to the cottage, has in evety Sobieski were employed. This heico 
age been there unknown The repub and unbending race of freemen {irc 
lie was composed entirely of two classes, scivod inviolate, as the Magna Charta 
both numerous and mutually hostile ol Poland, the right to assemble in pei 
the one destined to labour, dejection, son anddcliberato on the public affairs 
and servitude, the other to independ ot the state. That terrible assemblj 
ence, activity, and ^ai The iron bond where all the propnetors of tho soil 
of a resident and firmly based body of were convoked, constituted at once the 
foreign proprietors, which hoe BO power military streu^h of the nation in wir 
fully held together the discordant ole and ita legislature in peace Theie 
menta of modem society—^wbich united were discussed ahke the pubho con 
the vanquished, strong in their ciyihsa cema of the republic, the private feuds 
tion, their laws, and their rehgion, and or gnovancos eff individuals, the ques 
the victors^ strong in their power, their bous of peace or war, the formation of 
valour, and their conquests , which laws, the division of plunder, and the 
bound alike the nobility and the pnest^ Section of the soveieigu 

hood,the muuioipahtieaandthethrone, 14 In the eyes of this haughty race, 
which in ihe wisdom of Providence, the will of a freeman was a thing which 
amidst many evils, produced innu no human power should attempt to sub 
raerable blessings—was wanting to the jugate, and ther^orc the fundamental 
Poles Thrace it is that Poland os no principle of all their deliberations was, 
more, thence it is tliat she has ever that unamm%ty was essential to every 
exhibited the spectacle of a nation with resolution This relic of savage equal 
out a people, since the numerous class ity, of which the traces are still to 
of slaves oould not deserve that name be found m the far famed jury sysiem 
—of armies ahke without discipline, in of Eogh^id, was productive ot incalcu 
fantry, or arkll^—of a state u^e lahle evils to the repubho, and yet so 
fend^byfrontiertowns^of cities with blind are men to the cause of their own 
out a race of btughers, without com rum, that it was umformly adhered to 
merce or industi 7 '*^f a republic where wiUi enthusiastic resoiubon by the 
the supreme power was practically an Poles, and is even sp^n of with un 
nihilated, for the restrsmts on it were disguised admiration by their national 
ommpotrat hiatonana Bat sSi human institutipna 

13 The tastes «uid tibd hab»ts of ihe must involve some method of cxtricat 
nomad tnb^ have^ almost to our tunep mg puiiio affinta, and as unanimity 
predominated among the Poles Thsit was not to be expected among so nu 
language, their manxiters, even their merouasttid impassioned abody as their 
drees, long remained unohragod- The diet, and i^ was not to be enter- 
frequent use of furs, the fioWtng p^iss^ tamed for a moment of conetraming 
caps -of the skins of Wild beasts^ the ab the will of any citi/en by an advorwo 
sence of hnen, and the xnagmficenee of mi^onty, they adopted the ralj other 
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meaua of expediting business,—they 
the recusante This measure 
appeared to them an incomparably 
lesser evil than carrying measures by 
a majority^ ‘‘because,'* said they, “acts 
of violence are few'm number, and af 
feet only the individual sufferers , but 
if once the precedent is established of 
compelling the minority to yield to the 
majority, there is an end to any seen 
rity for the liberties of the people * It 
may easily bo imagined what disuords 
and divisions were nursed up under 
such a system Fanned by the flame 
excited at all their nation^ diets, the 
didoi'ent provmoes of the republic have 
in (very age nourished the most pro 
found anunosiiy against each other 
The waywodes and palatinates into 
which every province was divided, for 
the administration of justice or the 
airongemcnts of war, l^came divided 
Bgoiust each oUier, and transmitted the 
fends of the earliest times to their re 
motest descendants “ That hierarchy 
of enmities, as the Poles expressed it, 
descended even to private f imxlies in 
the progress of time, religious discord 
divided the whole republic into two 
parties nearly equal in strength, and 
implacable m hostility, and Poland was 
trunsformed into an immense held of 
combat, deatmed never to know either 
tianquillity or truce till it passed under 
the yoke of % foreign mastei 

16 The clergy—that important body 
who have done so much for the ft'ee 
dom of Europe—never formed a sepa 
nite order, or possessed any spint^ 
mhuence m Poland Composed entire 
ly of the nobles, l^ey had no 8ympath.y 
with the sei’fsi, whom they diadamed to 
admit to any of their sacred offices 
Their bishops interfered, not as pre¬ 
lates, but as barons—not with the wand 
of peace, but ^th the sword of dissen 
Sion The priesthood formed m their 
stormy diets a sort of tribunes, subject 
to tile passions of the multitude, but 
exempt, by reason of their Ba<n^ cha-^ 
ranter, from the danger which oonrti 
tuted a check upon their extravagance 
This was another consequence of the 
Poles not having settled m a conquered 
country The clergy of the other Euro 
peon stateSi the vanquished 


people, formed a Lnk between them 
and their conquerois, and, by reason 
of the influence which their intellectual 
supenonty conferred, gradually soft¬ 
ened the yoke of bondage to the van 
qumhed, the Polish priesthood, com 
posed entirely of the nobility, added 
to the chams of slavery the fetters of 
superstition 

16 As If everything was destined to 
ccmoui for tile di^rganisation of Poland, 
the inequality of flirtunes, and the nse 
of urban industry, the souiue of so much 
benefit to ail the other European mon 
archies, was there productive only of 
evil Fearful of b«mg compelled to 
divide their power with the mfenoi 
classes of society, when elevated by 
nohes and intelligence, the nobles af 
fixed the stigma of dishonoui to every 
lucrative or useful profession Their 
maxim was, that nobility is not lost by 
indigence or domestic servitude, but is 
totally destroyed by oommeroe and in 
dustiy Their constant policy was to 
debar the serfs from all knowledge of 
the use of arms, both because they had 
learned to fear, and because they con 
tmued to despise them. In fine, the 
Polish nobility, strenuously resisting 
every gradation of power as a usurpa¬ 
tion, every kind of industry as a degra 
dation, every attempt at superionty as 
an outrage, remained to the close of 
their career an idle and haughty demo 
cracy, at open variance with all the 
pnnoiifles on which tiie prosperity of 
society depends 

17 As some Bpemea of industry how 
ever, is indispensable where we^thhos 
begun to accumulate, and os the vast 
possesions of the nobility gave great 
encouragement to tiiose who would 
minister to their wants, the industry 
of towns msensibly increased, and an 
urban population gradually arose But 
as the nobles were too proud, and the 
serfs too indigent, or too ignorant^ to 
engage in sum employments, they fell 
exclusively into the hands of a foreign 
race, who were willing to submit to ihe 
degradEtlion they nnposed for the sake 
of the profit they brought. The Jews 
spread like a leprosy over the country, 
monopolising every lucra^ye ) 9 m{>loy 
ment, exolu^ng the peosatitiy from the 
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chance even of bettering their condition long admit no distinction among them 
by emelging out of it, and superadd selves, but th&t‘which arose from actual 
mg to the mstinotive aversion of the employment, and never recognised till 
free citizens at every species of labour a very recent penod the titles and hon 
the horror connected with the ocoupa ours which, in other states, have long 
tions of that hated race Thus, the rise been hereditary Even 'when they were 
of towns and the privileges of toi’pora- estabhshed, the junsdictions were only 
tions, the origin of free institutions in for life Demociatic equahty could not 
BO many other countries, were there brook the idea of a heieditiy body of 
productive only of evil, by augmenting rulers Their waywodes or mibtary 
the dieiinclinatiou of all classes to en chieftains, their palatines or leaders of 
gage m their pursuits, tljE® Jews multi counties, then castellans or governors 
plied in a country where thty were of castles, from the eorbest period down 
enabled to engross all the mduatxial 00 to lecent times enjoyed their authority 
cupationsjun^l at last above half of the for a limited period only These officers, 
whele descendants of Abraham were far from being able m Poland, as mother 
found m what formerly were the Pobsh states, to render ‘tJieu dignities hercdi 
dominions taiy, were not always even nomuiated 

18 Five hundred years before liberty by the king Their authority, especially 
and equality became the watchword of that of the palatines, gave equal uni 
the French Revolution, they were the bnge to the monaichs whom they were 
favourite principles of the Pobsh re bound to obey, as to the nobles whom 
pubhc Anarchy and disorder did not they w ore intended to lead There was 
prevailinthecountrybecauaethe throne thus authority and powci nowhere lu 
was elective, but thethronebecame elec the state 

tive because the people were too jealous 19 1 he kings of the Piast race made 
of their privileges to admit of heredi frequent and able efforts to create a 
tary succesaion For a hundred and gradation of rank in the midst of that 
sixty years the race of the Jagellons sat democracy, and a body of butgbers by 
on the throne of Poland, with as regulai the side of these nobles, but all “their 
a succession as the Flantagenets of Eng attempts proved ineffectuaL A race of 
land, and the dynasty of the Piosts en mouarchs, whose succession was fre 
joyed the government for four hundred quently mterrupted, and their autho 
years, but all the efforts of the mon nty always contested, could not carry 
archs of these houses were unequal to on any steady or consistent plan of gov 
the formation of a remlar government emment, while, unli ke ail other states, 
Contrary to 'what obtamed in every it was the people alone who there mam 
othet part of woild, it was always tawed a systmiatic and unilbrm line of 
the great kings of Poland who were ul conduct Unhappily it "was systematic 
tbnately overthrown, and their reigns only m absurdity, uniform in the pro 
which Were the most stormy of its an ducUon of ruin England can have no 
nals This arose from then talents and difficulty in understanding its condi 
eminence, fov the first rendered them tion, for it was that of Ireland, with all 
the objects of jealousy, the last of envy its passions, and none of its extern^ 
The BUjo^eme aiithonty, which else- controL The crown of Poland, though 
where m the progress of civilisation enjoyed long ly the giftat families of 
was strengthen^ by the spoils of feudal the JageUons and “Uie Piasts, has always 
power, beoahie m Poland only weakened been ^eotive The king possessed the 
by the lapse of tune. All the efforts of disposal of all offices in the republic, 
their greatest mottariohs toward aggran *aad a pnnoipal part of hui duty con 
diaemmit were ihaitered against the sisted m gomg from province to pro 
campaet, md^jhaiadont^ aiAl oourageoua vinoe to admimoter justice in person 
body of nobles^ whom the erovm could “ By my fiuth said Henry of Valois, 
neitl^ overawe by menaoea nor stJB when meted to the throne^ “these Poles 
dim ^ vioknc^ In the plenitude of haive made me nothing but a judge *' 
their demooraiic th^ would for Bat the nobiliiy Uiemselves carried into 
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execution all his sentences by tbeir own they never could be prevailed upon to 
armedforce Thecomznandoftbetroops consent to its abandonment 
wae not m general conferred upon the 21 These assembliesi so famous m 
sovereign, and as there never was any Poh&h hiatoiy, so fatal to her inhabit 
considerable standing army m the ser ants, present^ so extraoidinary a spec 
vice of the republic, the military force tacle that it is hardly possilde, in read 
of the throne was altogether nugatory mg even the most authentic desenp 
Poland affords the most decisive demon tions of them, to beheve that wo have 
stration that ^e chief evil of an elective not stepped into the regions of Eastern 
monarchy, and that which has always romance The plain of Yolo, to the west 
made it so calamitous where it has pre of Warsaw, was the theatre, from the 
vailed, IS to be found, not in the con earbest time^ of the popular elections, 
testa for the crown, which may bo tran Soon the impatient pospohte, oi general 
sient, but in the prostration of its power, assembly of the free Poles, covered that 
which is lasting, and renders the pro vast area with its waves, like an army 
tectiondf a stable government unknown prepared to commence an assault pn a 
in the state fortiffed town The innumerable piles 

20 But the insurmountable evil, of arms, the immense tables round 
which in eveiy age has opposed the which faction united its supporters, a 
formation of a regular government in thousand jousts with the javelin or the 
this unhappy country, was the pnvi Liuce, a thousand squadrons engaged 
lege, too firznly established to be ever in mimic war, a thousand parties of 
shaken, which all the citizens had, of palatines, governors of castles, and other 
aasemblmg together to deliberate on dignified authontiea, who traversed the 
the affairs of state, and of any one ranks, distributing exhortations, party 
interposing a direct negative on the songs, and largesses, a thousand caval 
most important resolutions bo far&om cades of genUemen, who rode, accord- 
adopting the prudent maxim of all re ingto custom, with their battle axes by 
guW governments, that a civil wai is their side, and discussed at the gallop 
the greatest of cvil^ they have by this the dearest interests of the repubbe, 
institution given to their insurrections innumerable quarrels, ongmating in 
a legal form From generation to gener drunkenness and terminating m blood 
ation the maxim has been handed down Such were the scenes of tum^t, amuse 
by the Poles—** Bum your houses, and ment, and wai—a faithful mirror of 
wander ovei the country with your arms Poland—^whicb, as far as the eye could 
in your hands, rather than submit to reach, filled the plain The arena was 
the smallest mfnngement on your bber- closed in by a va^ oi|hIe of tents, which 
ties ’ These assembb^, when onoe met, embraced, aa m an itmoiense girdle, the 
united in Ihemselves the powers of all plain of Yolo, the shores bf the Yistuls;, 
the magistrates, they were to that re and the spires of Warsaw The honzon 
public what the dictatorship was to an seemed bounded by a range of snowy 
ment Rome A Pole, compelled to sub mountains, of which the summits weie 
nut to a plurality of suffrages, would discermbleinthohaxy distance by their 
have considered himself subjected to daxzhng whiteness The canip formed i 
t^ most gnevous despotism, and con another city, with its markets, its gar 
sequenUy no resolution of the diet was dens, its hotels, and its monuments, 
binding, unless it was uaammously There the great displayed their Oriental 
agreed to by oU the utisens Any oin magnificence, the nobles, the palatines, 
ze&« by the privilege of the Itlwrum vied with each other in the aplendoui. 
had the power of dissolving the mo^i of their hoi sea and equipage, and the 
numerous of these assembbes, oi nega stranger who beheld for first tune 
tdving their most important acts, and ihat luxury, ^worthy of the last and 
although the Poles were fully sensible greatest of title nomad people, was never 
of the ruinous nature qf this privilege, weary of admiring the immense boteki| 
and pursued witti eternal maledictions the porticoes, the colonnadea, Iha gal 
the individual who exerpised it, yet lenes of painted or gilded stuffii, the 
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castlfiB of cotton and silk, with their 
drawbndges, towers, and ditches 

22 On the day of the elections the 
three oiders mounted on horseback. 
The piinces, the palatmes, the bisho^^, 
the prelates, proceeded towards the 
plain of Volo, suiiounded by eighty 
thousand mounted citizens, any one 
of whom might, at the expiry of a 
few hoiirs, find himself king of Poland, 
and e ith af whom enjoyed the absolute 
power of stopping at plea^ire the whole 
proceedings They all boro in their 
countenances, even under the livery or 
banners of a master, the prldo ansing 
from that rumous privilege The £u 
ropean diess nowhere appeared bn that 
solemn occasion The children of the 
desert strove to hide the furs and skins 
in 'ft hich they were clothed under chains 
of gold and the glitter of jewels Their 
bonnets were composed of panther skins, 
eagle oi heron plumes surmounted them, 
on their front wore the moat splendid 
precious stones Their robes of sable or 
ei mine were bound with velvet or silver, 
their gndles studded with jewels, over 
all their furs were suspended chams of 
diamonds One hand oi eaoh nobleman 
was without aglove, onitwosthesplon 
did ring on which the arms of his family 
were engraved, the mark, as in ancient 
Rome, of the equestiian order—another 
proof of the intimate connexion between 
the race, the customs, and Ihe tradi 
tions of the northern tribes, and those 
of *he founders of the Eternal City 

23 But nolhmg m this nvaliy of 
magnificence could equal the splendour 
of their arms Double pomards, double 
scimitars, set with bnlliants, bucklers 
of costly workmanship, battle-axes en 
riohed in silver, and glittering with 
emeralds and sapphn^s, bows and ar 
rows nchly gilt, whidi were borne at 
festivals, in remembrance of the ancient 
customs of the oomitry, were to be seen 
on every side The horses shared in 
this mixture of barbarism and refine 
meat. Sometime8oasedmtron,aiotheiB 
decorated with the richest colours, they 
bent under the weight of ^ sabr^ me 
lances and javelins, by which the sensr 
tonal ord^ marked their rank The' 
bishops wete distinguished by fheir 
gray or green bats, and yellow or 
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pantaloons, magnificently embroidered 
with diverse colours Ofben they laid 
aside their sacerdotal habits, and sig 
nalised their address as young cavahers, 
by the beauty of their arms and the 
management of then hotSes In that 
crowd of the equestrian order, there 
was no gentleman so humble as not to 
tiy to rival this magnificence Many 
cameo, in furs and arms, their whole 
fortunes on their bock. Numbers had 
sold then votes to some of the candi 
dates, for the vanity of appearing with 
some additional ornament before their 
fellow citizens. And Ihe people, whose 
dazzled eyes beheld all this magnifi 
cenco, were almost without clothing, 
their long beards, naked legs, and fil^, 
indicated,even more stronglythan their 
pale visages and dejected axr, all the 
miseries of servitude 

2i At length the utter impossibility 
of getting anythmg done with these 
imiaenee asBomblies, tiequenUy cm 
bracing a hundred thousand citizens 
on horseback, and the experienced dif 
ficulty of finding them subsistence for 
any considerable time, led to the intro 
ductiou, to a certain extent, of the re 
presentative system This change took 
place m the year 1467, about two bun 
dred years alter it had been established 
in England, and a hundred and eighty 
after its intioduotion into Qeimony 
Unfortunately, however, it nevei pre 
vailed gener^y in the kingdom, and 
was accompanied with such restrictions 
as tended to xuevease rather than di 
minish the di'viBionB of the people. The 
labouring classes were not at all repre 
sented, and the nobility never aban 
doned, and frequently exercised, their 
nght of assembling m person on sSi im 
poriant Occasions These general diets 
being, after this change, rarer, were 
more generally attended, and as they 
were assembled only on extraordinary 
oocasiDns—as the election of a king; nr 
a question of peace or war—the pas 
^Bions of Ihe peqde were increased by 
{the importance of their sufihiges, and 
mexperienee added to ihe sudden in 
toxicatioD of absolute power 
25 In the true spirit of their demo 
cridac las^tutions, the Poles had no 
sooner eetabhshed a representative sys 
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tem than they Burrdnnd^d it with such 
checks as not only rendered it totally 
useless, but po*utively hurtful Not 
imfi6(^ueutly the electors, tenihed at 
the i>owerH with which they had m 
vested their representatives, hastened, 
sword in hand, to the place of then 
moetuig, prepared, if necessary, to op¬ 
pose open force to the laws These 
stoimy assemblages were called “ Diets 
underthe buckler The representatives 
contmucct in the new assemblies the 
ruinous Law of unanimity, m spite of 
the advice of the wisest men and lu 
opposition to then continual remon 
strances The power of putting by a 
single vote a negative on all pmoe^ 
mgs, of course, Yvas more fr^uenldy 
exorcised by one among foui hundred 
deputies, ^\ho was intrusted with the 
intt rest of an extensive palatmate, thou 
by an insulated individual amidst a 
hundi cd thousand of his fellow citizens 
The check, too, which the terror of be 
ing massacred imposed upon the exer 
C 160 of this right in the primary assem 
bly, was removed when, in the Chamber 
of Deputies, uphfted sabres were no 
longer ready to exterminate the recu 
sant. Moreover the eleotois, with the 
jealousy of the democratic spmt, um 
lormly exacted from eveiy represonta 
tive a pledge how he was to vote on 
every question that came befoio the 
Assembly, and after every session they 
held what were called poU oomitMil dieU, 
the object of which was to bnng him 
to aocouutfcr the vote he had given on 
evexy occasion In these diets the re¬ 
presentatives ran the moi^ imminent 
risk of being murdered, if they had de 
viated at the ine^ctionB thejr 

had received 

26 The sense of this danger made 
tbedcputies adhei e strictly to the orders 
given them, md as their mstinotions 
were extremely vanotm, the practical I 
result was, that unanimity wae impos 
Bible, and buBinesa oould not be earned 
through. To avoid this, the niajoiity>i 
in some instances, proceeded by mam 
force to pass measures m spite of the 
mmonty, but as this was deemed a I 
direct violation of the constitution, it; 
invanably led to mvil war Confedera^, 
tious of the minorities were establishedi 


diets appointed, marshals elected, and 
these deplorable factions, which alter 
nately had the king a chief and a ca}> 
tive, were regaided as a constitutiouul 
mode of extncatmg the rights of the 
people This nght of opposition, m the 
space of two centuries, had the effect of 
utterly annihilatmg every other power 
m the goveniment. The deputies, with 
out ever having made a direct attack 
upon the throne—^without ever having 
attempted to wetA from the king or the 
senate the powci allotted to them m 
the constitution—succeeded at length 
m suspending and neutiolising every 
othei branch of the legidatiua «Tho 
popular attachment to the veto aug 
mented with the progress of wealth, 
and the increasing opulence of the great 
families who com^iosed the senate, as 
it reduced all the citizens, at least ou 
some occasions, to a state of perfect 
equality The only astonishing thing 
IB, that, with such iDstitutions, the 
vdour of the Polish nobility should ao 
long have^^oncealed the weikuess aiis 
mg from their xmruly disposition One 
would imagine that a people with such 
a government could not exist a year, 
and yet, such was their mingled energy 
and infatuation, they seemed nevei 
weaned either of victory or folly 
27 The political crisis which, at the 
close of the sixteenth ceutuiy, convulsed 
all Europe, remstated the Polos at once 
m all their ruinous democratic pnvi 
leges, which the mflnence of then pre 
ceding monarchs bad somewhat im 
paired In the year lS73, on the death 
of the last of the race of the Tagellons, 
the nation with one voice rcaswerted 
and obtained all its ongmal immunities 
The Command of the armies and the 
administration of justice were taken 
from the crown, two hetmans appoint- 
I ed one for Ldthuania, and one for 
Poland, each was mvested with an ab 
soluto command over the forces of these 
rival provuices of the repubbe, and they 
too often, by tbeir jealousies, marred 
the effect of the most glonous tnumpbs. 

,Meanwhile tbs administration of justice 
was confided to afe waupreme tnbunals, 
oompoaed of the nobility, who were 
changed every fifteen months^ by now 
dect^ns, as if to pn^yent juatioe ever 
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hemg administered by those who had 
any acquaintance with law Two stand 
mg armies were directed to be formed^ 
one for Lithuania, the other for Poland 
but they hardly amounted in all to ten 
thousand men, and even for these the 
jealousy of the nobihty would only per 
mit them to vote the most scanty sup 
plies, which required to be renewed at 
each successive diet In consequence 
of this circumstance, the Poles never 
hod a regularforoe omwhieh they could 
rely, worthy either of thef'name or the 
strength of the repubhc, and when all 
the aborning states were dailj consoh 
dating their strength, and providing for 
the pubhc defence by powerful stand 
ing armies, they had almost nothing to 
rely on for the mamtenance of their 
independence but the tumultuaxy array 
of barbarous times 
28 Their forces, such as they were, 
consisted of five classes the national 
troops, or a emsH body of regular sol 
diers, paid and equipp^ by the repub 
be, the pospohte, or general assembly 
of all the citizens on horseback, 
the armed valets, all forming part of 
the noble or free class, whose rapine m 
general did more ham than their cour 
age did service, the artillery, which, 
£^m the want of funds for its support, 
was usually in the most wretched con 
dition, and the mercenanee, composed 
chiefly of Glermans, whose services 
would have been of gieat importance, 
had their fidelity been secured by regu 
lanty of pay, but who were generally 
in a state of mutiny for want of it. The 
whole body of the pospohte, the volun 
teoTB, thevaleUftmvUs, and a large body 
of the niercenanes and national troops, 
tervod on horaebadc The heavy cav 
^ry> in particular, constituted the 
stiength of the anmes, there were to 
be found united, nchea, splendour, and 
number 'Hiey were divided into cuir 
awers and husaare^the former clothed 
m steal, man and horse beanng casque 
and cuirass, lance and sabre, bow and 
carbine, the latter defended only by a 
twisted hauberk, which descended fr^ 
the h^d, over the shoulders and breast, 
and armed with a sabre and {dstoL 
Both were disdnguished by the splen 
dour of their dzm and equipage, and 
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the number and costly array of their 
mounted servants, accoutred in the 
most bizarre manner, with huge black 
plumes, and skins of bears and other 
vnld beasts. It was the piide of this 
body that they were composed of men, 
all measured, as they expressed it, by 
the same standaid, that is, equally ac 
knowledging no superior but their Qod, 
and equally destined, perhaps, to step 
one day into the throne of thePiasts and 
the Jag^ouR They boasted that, ^'if 
the heaven itself were to fall, they would 
support it on the point of their lances 
The hussars and cuirassiers were deno 
mmated towarzirz —that is, compan 
ions they called each other by that 
name, and they were designated m the 
same way by the sovereign, whose chief 
boast was to be prtmtut inter pa) the 
first among equsus. But all those foi ces 
were m genem in most miserable 
state of destitution. The regular army, 
almost always without pay, vros gene 
rally without diaci^dine, and totally des 
titute of every kind of equipment the 
castles and fortified towns hod no other 
defences but walls, which age had al 
most everywhere r^uoed to rums, the 
arsenals were in general empty All 
those great estabhshments, which m 
other ^tes bespeak the constant vigil 
ance of government^ were wanting Po 
land had no other resources but these 
armed confederations, which, nevei'tbe 
less, frequency saved the repubhc in 
the midst of the greatest penis, and 
more than once, mrough the nncon 
querablevalourof the nobles, preserved 
the hberties of Europe from the Otto 
man power 

29 The physical situation of the 
Poles was singularly lU calculated to 
arrest the course of these disorders 
Placed on the frontiers of European 
civilisation, removed fifim the sea, or 
any commercial intercourse with o^or 
states, without either ranges of moun 
tains or fortafied towns, to serve as asy 
lumsm case of defaat,thwhadto mam 
tain a constant and perilous war with 
the hordes who ihieatened Chnsten 
dom from the deserts of Asia. Their 
hutory IS one nmnterrupted senes of 
mortal coxifliota with the Muscovites, 
the Tartars, and tto Turks, m the 
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course of which they were repeatedly 
brought to the bnnk of rum, and sayed 
only by those desperate efForts which 
characterise the Polish history above 
that of all other states m modem tunes 
The frequency and inui*derous nature 
of these dreadful wars blighted every at¬ 
tempt at rural industry, and chained the 
nation even in lecent times, to those 
irregular and warlike habits which had 
been abandoned centunes before, in 
all the other monarchies of Europe 
Religious fury added gnevously to these 
diHObtrous Rtruggles, and the revolt of 
the Cossacks of the Ukraine, conse 
quent on the schism betw eeu the Greek 
and the Cathobc Chuicli, brought the 
republic to the voige of destruction, 
and ultimately led bj the incorporation 
of their vast territory with the Musco¬ 
vite dominions 

30 Weakened m this manner m these 
contests with their enemies, equally by 
their ficedom as their tyranny, know 
mg of liberty nothing but its licentioue 
ness, of government but its weakness, 
infenor to all around them, not less m 
numbei's than in discipline, the Poles 
were the only warlike nation in the 
world to whom victory never brought 
either conquests or peace Uneeasmg 
combats with the Cfermans, the Hun 
ganans, the Muscovites, the pirates of 
the north, all of whom regarded the re¬ 
public as a common prey, fill their an 
nals They successively saw Bohemia, 
Mecklenburg, Moravia, Brandenbuz^g, 
Pomerania, Silosia, the Ukraine, and 
Red Russia, melt away from their once 
mighty dominion, without ever once 
thu^ing of estabbshtng such a steady 
government as might secure the vanous 
parts of thmr va^ possessions, or re 
straimng those ruinous democratic pn 
vileges to which the whole public disas 
ters were owing Their character close¬ 
ly resembled that of the nativeOeHs m 
western Europe To repel mvilisation, 
and retain unohanj^ the passaona and 
habits of savage lile, was fiheir constant^ 
object. They succeed in tiieir wishes, 
and thence their ruin Incapalde of 
foresight, they saw their nei^boum 
daily increafiM m strength, without 
making any e&rt to keep pace wil^ 
their progress Blindly attaohed to 


their customs, they adhered to them 
With fatal pertinacity, despite of all the 
lessons of ezpenence, and a ere thus 
destined to realise to the uttermost the 
bitter fhiita of a pitiless aristocracy and 
a senseless equality 

31 Centunes before their partition at 
the close of the eighteenth centuiy, the 
distracted state and expenenced weak 
ness of the Polish republic had sug 
gpsted to the neighbounng powers the 
projectofdivjdingitstemtory Authen 
tic documents demonstrate that this de 
sign was senously enteitoined m the 
time of Louis XIY, and postponed only 
m consequence of the vast reputation 
and heroic character of John Sobieski, 
which prolonged the existence of the 
republic for a hundred years and threw 
a ray of gloiy over its declining for 
tunes Of the powers whose unworthy 
alhance effected the destruction -of the 
oldest republic m the world, all hod 
arisen out of its rums, or been spared 
by its arms Prussia, once a prov nco 
of Poland had grown out of the spoils 
of its ancient ruler, Austria owed to 
the intervention of a Polish hero its de 
liverance from the sword of the Mussul 
man, and long before the French eagles 
approached the Kremlin, a Polish army 
had conquered Moscow, and the Sar 
matians had placed a son of then own 
king on the tmrone of Russia 

32 Nothing can so strongly demon 
strate the wonderful power of demo 
cracy as a spring, and its desolating 
effectsw^en notcompressed by a firm re¬ 
gulator, as the history of John Sobieski 
The force which this lUustnous cham 
pxon of Christendom could bring into 
the field to defend his country from Ma 
hommedan invasion, seldom amounted 
to fifteen thousand men, and wh^, * 
previous to the battle of Kot^im, he 
found himself, by an extraordinaiy ef 
fort, at the head of forty thousand, of 
whom hardljr’ one half wwe well disez 
plmed, the unusual spectacle inspired 
him with such confidence that he hesi 
tated not to attack eighty thousand 
Turkish vetehin^, stron^y mtsenohed^ 
and gamed the greatest victoiy which 
had been achieved by the Chnetiaji 
ams since the battle of Asoalon The 
troops which he led to the deliverance 
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of Viexina were no more than eighteen great are allent The world will be 
thousand native Poles, and the com mute with amazement at the coutem 
bmed Chnstian army only numbered plation of us and oui councils Nature 
seventy thousand combatants, yet with herself will be astonished I That bene- 
this force he routed three hundred ficent parent has gifted eveiy Imng 
thousand Turkish soldiers, and broke creature with Uie instinct of self pie 
the Mussulman power so effectually servation, and given the most inconsi 
that, for the drat time for three hun- derable animals arms for tlyjii defence 
dred years, the crescent of M^omet wa alone m the universe turn ours 
permaueutlyieceded, and firom that pe- against ourselves That mstmctis taken 
nod histcs'ians date the decline of the f^m us> not by any resistless force, not 
Ottoman empire Yht, i^ter these glo- by any inevitable destmy, but by a 
nous tnumphs, the ancient divisions voluntaryinsamty,byourown passions, 
of the republic paralysed its strength, by the desire of mutual destruction 
and rendered unavailing its marvellous iUos I what will one day be the mourn 
ach^ements No efforts on the part ful surprise of posterity to find that 
of the sagacious hero could induce the from the summit of glory, from the 
impatient nobility to submit to any period when the Polish name filled the 
burdens, m order to establish a perma universe, our countiy has fallen mto 
neut force for the public safety The rums, and fallen, alas, for ever < 1 have 
defence of the frontiers was again in been able to gam for you victories, but 
trusted to a few thousand undisciplined I feel myself unable to save you fh>m 
horsemen, and the Polish nation in yourselves Nothing i^mams to be 
currad the disgrace of allowmg its he- done but to place m the hande, not of 
poiG king, the deliverer of Christendom, destiny, for I am a Chnstian, but of a 
to bo besieged for months, with fifteen powerfid and beneficent Deity, the fate 
thousand men, by innumerable hordes of my beloved coimtry Believe me, 
of barbarians, befoie the tardy poapolite the eloquence of your tiibunes, instead 
advanced to his relief of being turned against tlie throne, 

33 Sobieaki, worn out with his in would 1^ better directed against those 
efiectual endeavours to create a regular who, by their disorders, are bnngmg 
government, or establish a permanent down upon our country the cry of the 
force for the protection of Poland, prophet, which I, alas ( heai too clearly 
clearly foresaw the future late of the rolhngoverourbeads—^Yetfortyyears, 
republic Before his accesuon to the and Niueveh will be no more ** 
throne, he had united with the pnmate 34 The antmipation of the hero was 
and sixteen hundred of its pnncipal not exactly accomplished, his own glo 
citizens to overturn the phantom of nous deeds, despite the insanity of his 
equality with which tiiey were perpetu subjects, prolonged the existence of 
ally opposed, and, to use his own words, Poland for nearly a hundred years But 
rescue the repubiie^Trom tiie insane succeeding events proved every day 
tyranny of a plebeian noblesse HtS more dearly the trutii of his prediction 
reign was one incessant struggle with The conquest of the frontier town of 
«the prmciples of anarchy which were Eamimedc from the Turks, achieved 
impmnted in his dommions, and he at by the terror of his name after he w^ 
len^h sank under tire expenenoed im^ no more, was the last ftnumph of the 
possibility of remedyhag them The republic He was also its last national 
aged hero, when drawing near tile grave, sover^gn, and the lost who pQssesse<l 
the appxWih to which was aecelerated any estoation m tike world. With him 
by the ingratitude knd dissensions of Bdwppeared both its power and its as 
his subjects during hid later years, ex oendtmey among otiM na^ons From 
pressed himji^to the sofiate in ihese that penod successive foreign armies 

He invaded its provmoes, and invaded it 
was with tile griefs of never to reoede The dif^rent factions 

dec^red, that small dis* ih the state, steeped m we bitterness 
io deelarb themselvesi but of party strife^ and exhausted by their 
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effortfl for mutual destruction, sought vehemence of domestic strife, but by 
m the support of strangers the means the mfluence of external corruption 
of wreaking their vengeance on each That single word plunged the republic, 
other 1* oreign ambition gladly re- as if by enchantment, into a lethargic 
spouded to the call, and, under the pre sleep, and evezy time it w as pronounced, 
tence of terminating its distractions, it fell for two years into a state of ab 
aimed one half of the country against solute inanition Faction even went so 
the other The adjoining powers soon far as to dissolve the diets in their first 
became omnipotent in BO divided a com sittings, and rendu their convocitiou 
munity all hastened to place t^em* a mere vam formality All the branches 
selves ubder the banners of some neigh of the government immediately ceased 
liouring sovereign By turns the Saxons, to be under a|^ control the tieasuiy, 
Swedes, Huscovites Impenalists, and the army, the civil authority, releas^ 
Prussians, ruled its destimes Poland from all superintendence, fell into a 
was no more, according to his own state oi anarchy Kothmg similar to 
prophecy, it descended into the tomb this ever occurr^ with any other people 
with the greatest of its sons The legislative povver succeeded in de 

85 Never did a people exhibit a more stroymg itself, and no other power ever 
extraordinary spectacle than the Poles ventured to supply its place The exe 
altei this period Two factions weire cutive, parcelled out into many inde 
foi ever at war, both had, to espouse pendent and hostile divisions, was in 
and defend their interests, m army, capable of effecting such a usurjiatiou, 
but it was a foreign army, a conquering and if it had, the right oi tJie nation to 
army, on army conquering without a a&cemble in open confederation would 
combat The infenor noblesse mtro immediately have rendered it nugatory 
duced the Saxons, the greater called m The prox>hecy of Montesquieu, as to the 
the Swedes hrom the daym which future destruction of tlio British con 
Sobieski closed his eyes strangers never sUtiition, has been accomplished lu 
ceased to reign in Poland, its national Poland, it fell when the legislative be 
forces were contmually diminishing came more corrupt than the executive 
and at length totally disappeared The 37 When the ac^oining states of 
reason is, that a nation without subjects Russia and Austria, theiefoie, effected 
IS speedily exhausted, the repubhc, the first partition of Poland in 1792, 
composed only of two hundred thou they did not require to conquer a king 
sand citizens, at length had no more dom, but only to take each a shari of 
blood to shed, even m mvil war No a state which had fallen to pieces The 
encounters thereafter took place but election of Stanislaus Pomatowski, lu 
between the Swedish, German, or Bus- 1764, to the throne of Poland, took 
man forces, their struggles leeembled place htercdly under the buckler, but 
more the judicial combat of the feudal it was not under the buckler of its own 
ages than the contests of poweiful na- nobles, but of the Muscovite, the Cos 
tiuns The factions of the republic, sack, and the Tartar, who overshadowed 
united round these foreign bann^ ex the plain of Yolo with Uieu arms" last 
changed notes and summonses like be! and fatal consequence of centuries of 
ligerent powers By degrees blood ceased anarchy I In vam did the Poles, taught 
to flow, m these inter^ divisions gold at length by woeful expei lence, attempt, 
wasfoundmoreeffeotual thanthesword, by the advice of Csartoriski, to abandon 
imd, to the disgrace of Poland, its later me fatal pnvil^e of the literuns 
years sank under ^le debas^ent of the despots of Russia and Prussia de- 
fbreogn corruption * oiared that they took the liber^ of 

^ Pursu^ to the grave by the Poland, imd that important right in 
phantom of equahty, the dissenmons of pariicular, undw their pecahar prbteo 
Poland became more violmt as it ap tion, and perpetuated a pny|ls$j» which 
proadied its dissolution The liberwn insm^ their vonqueai khujlpdom. 

oetowasmorefroqueutlyexercisedeYery The mfumr nohleMe hw ^ 
year, It was no longer produced by the ness to the of the ]^press 
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Catherme, to maiutaiii their ancient 
pnvilegea against what they called the 
tyranny of ^eanstocracy, and Poland, 
invaded by the two most powerful mon 
ffirchiM of Europe, was deprived of the 
aid of the greater part of its own sub¬ 
jects, The higher nobihty, the clergy, 
the real patriots, made generous efforts, 
but all in yam, the insane i>eople, re 
gaidless of everything but the mainte¬ 
nance of Iheir powers, refused to second 
them, and one-half ef P|(land was lost 
in the struggle 

38. The tcmble lesson was not re¬ 
ceived in vam Taught by the dismem 
btipient of the territory, what remained 
ef Poland strove to amend its mstitu 
tions the Itberum eefo was abandoned, 
and the nobles themselves, taking the 
lead in the work of reformation, made 
a voluntary surrender of their pnvi 
leges for the public good. The example 
of the French Revolution had pone 
trated the wilda of Snnaatia^ and a new 
era seemed to open upon the usorld 
from its egiample On the 3d May 
1791, a constitution found^ upon the 
hereditaxy descent of the throne, the 
abobtion of the liberum reto, religious 
toleration, the emanupatiun of the boar 
geois, and the progressive enfranchise 
ment of the serfs, was proclaimed at 
Warsaw, amidst tears of joy from a 
people who hoped that they had at last 
reached a termination to their long mis 
fortunes The Polish reform was so 
d*ffei‘ent from the French that it would 
seem as if it was expressly stt down by 
Providence to afford a contrast to that 
bloody convulsion, and deprive the par 
titioning powers of a shadow even of 
justice m the mournful catastrophe 
wbidi followed. In contemplating 
that clmuge,” says Mr Burke, *^hu 
manity has evei^^hing to rejoice and 
glory m—nothing to be ashamed of, 
nothing to suffer So far as it has gone, 
it IS probably moat pure public good 
everyetconmrredonmaDkind Anarchy 
and servitude weie at once removed, a 
throne strengthened for the proteoUon 
of the people, without dr^ctung on 
idierties, foreign cabal abolished^ 
by changing the crown from elective 
to hereditary, a reigning king, from a 
heroic love to his country, exerted htm 


self in favour of a family of strangers, 
as if it had been bis own. Ten millions 
of men were placed in a way to be freed 
gradually, and therefore to themselves 
safely, not from civil or political chains, 
whicl^ bad as they are, only fetter the 
mind, but from substantuil personal 
bondage Inhabitants of cities, before 
without privileges, were placed in the 
consideration which belongs to that iin 
provedandconnectingsituationof social 
life; One of the most numerous, proud, 
and derce bodies of nobihty m the woi Id, 
was arranged only in the foremost rank 
of free citueus All, from the king to 
the labourer, were improved m ^eir 
condition, everything was kept m its 
place and order, but m that place and 
order everything was bettered Not 
ode drop of blood was spilled, no trea 
ohery, no outrage, no alindtr, more 
cruel than the sword, no studied in 
suits on religion, morsds, oi manners, 
no apoil or oonfisoation, no citizen beg 
garod, none imprisoned, none exiled, 
but the whole was effected^ ifch a policy, 
a discretion, a unanimity, and seoresy, 
such as have nevei before been knoA\ n 
on any occasion,'* But it was too 1 ite 
The powers which environed Polainl 
were too strong, the weakness entailed 
on it by its long anarchy, was too great, 
to admit of its bemg restored to the 
rank of an independent power Like 
many men who discover the error of 
then* ways when on the veige of the 
grave, tbe Foies had continued the pas 
sions of their youth down to the period 
when amendment is impossible, and 
repentance fruitltoa they aban 
doned their democratic contentions in 
the days of Sobieski, the state might 
have recovered its ascendancy, m the 
days of Cathenne it was no longer pme 
ticable 

39 The last stirugglea of the Polc<3, 
like aU their precedmg ones, originated 
m thair own divisiona The paitisan*? 
of the snci^t anarohy revolted against 
rthe new and more stable constitiition 
wfeicb they had recently received, they 
took up arms at Taigowice, and in 
voked the aid of the Empress Cathenne 
to restore the disorder f^om which they 
had lost and sl^ had gamed so much 
A second dismembenueut speedily en 
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Buedj and, m the distracted state of the 
country, it “was eflFected without oppo 
Bition Prussia and Russia took upon 
themselves alone the execution of this 
partition, aud the combined troops were 
in the first instance quietly cantoned 
in the provinoes which they had seized 
The Russian general Ingelstroem was 
stationed at Warsaw, and occupied all 
the inconsiderable portion of the re 
public still left to Stanislaus Soltikofi 
had uudei his orders a powerful corps 
in VoRiynia and Podolia Suwarroff, 
with a large corps, w ns placed at Cher 
son, to overawe both the Turks and 
the southern provinces, while a large 
Prussian corps was ready to support 
Ingelstroem, aud had already seized 
upon the northern parts of the country 
Thus Poland, divided and paralysed, 
without fortified towns, mountains, or 
defensible positions, was overrun by the 
armies of two of the most poweiful mil 
itaiy znonorclues m Eui*ope 

40 There is a certain degree of cala 
mity which overwhelms the courage, 
but there is another, which, by re 
ducing men to desperation, sometimes 
leads to the greatest and most glorious 
enterprises To this latter stote the 
Poles were now reduced Abandoned 
by all the woild, distracted with inter 
nal divisions,destitute alike of fortresses 
and resources, crushed in the grasp of 
gigantic enemies, the patriots of that 
unhappy country, oonsulting only their 
own courage, resolved to make a last 
effort to deliver it ihnn its enemies 
In the midst of their mteiTial oonvul 
sions, and through all the prostration 
of their national strength, the Poles had 
never lost their individual courage, or 
the ennobhng feelings of cml indepen 
dmice They were a^ the redouht^le 
hussars who broke the Mussuhnau ranks 
under the walle^f Vienna, and carried 
the Polish eagles in tnumph to the 
towers of the Kremlin, vtrbose national 
cry had so often made the Oamanha 
tremble, and who had boasted m their 
hours of tnumph, that if the heaven itsdf 
were to fall, they would support it on 
the points of their lances, A band of 
patnots at Warsaw resolved at all haz 
arde to attempt the restoration of their 
independence! made choice of 


Kosciusko, who was then at Leipsic, 
to direct their efforts * 

41 This liiustnous hero, who had 
received the rudiments of military edu 
cation m France, had afterwards served, 
not without glory, in the ranks of in 
dependence m Amenca. Uniting to 
Polish enthusiasm French ability, the 
ardent fnend of hberty and the en 
hghtened advocate for order, brave, 
loyal, and generous, he wassm every 
way quahfied/o head the last struggle 
of the oldest repubhc in existence for 
its national independence But a nearer 
approach to the scene of danger con 
vmced him that the hour for action had 
not yet amved The passiona, indeed, 
were awakened, the national enthusi 
asm was full, but the means of resist¬ 
ance were mconaiderable, aud the old 
divisions of the republic were not so 
healed as to afford the prospect of the 
wliole national strength being exerted 
in its defence But the public mdigna 
tion could brook no delay, several regi 
menta stationed at Pultusk revolted^ 


* ThadeuB Kosciasko was bom in 175^ of 
a poor bat noble family and received the first 
elements of his education m the corps of ca 
dots at Warsaw There he was early distm 
guished by his diligence abihty aud progress 
in mathematical saeuce insomuch that be 
was selected as one of the four students an 


nually chosen at tiiat institution to travel at 
the expense of the state He went abroad, 
aeoordingiy andspentseveralyearsinl^Vance 
chiefly ougaged in military studios fhAu 
whence he returned m 1778 with ideas of 
frtedom and independence unhappily far m 
advance of his country at that penml As 
war did not seem likely at that poiod In the 
north of Furopc he seisaii for America, then 
begiunuig the War oflndc^ndenco and was 
employed by Washington aahis athutant and 
distinguished himseu greatly in tlut contest 
beside La&yette, Lametb Dumas, and so 
many of the other ardent and enthuaiastlo 
mints fiom the Old Worlfi He returned to 
Europe on the termination of the war deoo- 
rated vdth order of Olncfimatas, andlived 

m zeUrement till when os Kfiig Btante 
lous was adopting some steps with a view to 
ii^ assertion of national mdependenoe he 
was appointed Major Gfenoral by the Pohsh 
kDiet In 1781 he joined with enthusiasm in 
the formatioD of the Constitution which was 

g r^aimed on t^e ^th May in that ye^r and 
1 1T03 perfoinmd several brilUaxft actlans 
under Poniatowsky espeoiaUy at DubleBka, 
whiifii with four thousand men he dsAkided 
during six hours ogainat the aesauiteif twelve 
thousand Rusifians* dtanidans hartog been 
forced to make |>eace, be was obliged to yi^ 
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and moyed iowardB Gallicui, and Kob 
ciuskOj albeit de^painng of success, de 
tenuined not to ^ absent in the honi 
of danger, hastened to Cracow, where, 
on the Sd March, he closed the gates, 
and proclaimed the insurrection, 

42 Having, by means of the rem 
ments which had revolted, and we 
junction of some bodies of armed pea 
BRnts -imperfectly armed, indeed, but 
full of ex)^huBiasm*r-collected a force 6f 
five thousand men, EosAunko 1^ Cra 
cow, and boldly advanced into the open 
country He encountered a body of 
three Uiousand Russians at Raalowice, 
and) aiter an obstinate engagement, sue 
ceeded in routing it with great slaughter 
This action, inconsiderable m itself, 
hadimportantconsequences, the Polish 
peasants exch«uiged then scytheH for 
the arms found on the field of battle, 
and the insmirection, enoouiaged by 
this first gleam of succesa, soon com 
inuuicated itself to ihe adjoixung pro 
xinoes In vain Stanislaus disavowed 
the acts of hia subjects, the flame of 

to necessttv and retired to lieipftio where he 
lived iu eet/hiBion till X7S4, when, his coun 
tryiuon having resolved to niako a last effort 
to avert entire subjuration he was sobcited 
to take the command and v7ith true patn« 
otic devotion, albeit almost despairing o^sue 
i^ss he set out to sacntlco rnTneoll for Ids 
country After the batUe of Moccowioe m 
which ho was xnado prisoner ho was taken 
to St Petersburg where he w ts detained m 
coafinementfor iWQjears until theocoession 
oi Paul when he was set at liberty and 
treated by tutu with great ^neroslt^ He 
then withdrew to ,tewgla!ttd, irom whence be 
passed over to Amerloa, where he was re 
ceived with the utmost distmUioa e4id m 
17^ returned to France, where he lived in 
retirement, all offers of command 

from Napoleon whose seftftsh designs on Po 
land he early divined To gam his services, 
the hrench Emperor conoi^ndod to the 
baseness, in 1907 of forging ids name to a 
proclamation to the Poles, urging them to 
roasaert their independence-^ fraud whidi 
Kosciusko exposed in 18H when the AUlea 
conquered Fr^ce He oontuiued to live in 
rothement hi Champa^^ till March 181^ 
when theBuaSiaas fouxm hitt, to thmr great 
surprise, in a maU town near their bead < 
quarters He hkd sevewl Intervfews with 
the Emperor Alexander who b^^ekked 
with marks of respect, bwrtm dedusm m 
offers of omploymentt a^ id last died 
leuremlSl? bwvodallkotgrbUfriendsaiMl 
hi«onemiea---SceFisprapki«P»ieers^ XhU 
5ol S62 and cki Contmjioritin$, x 
149 


independence spread with the rapidity 
of lightning, and soon all the freemen 
in Poland were m arms Warsaw woe 
the first great pmnt where the fiame 
broke out The mtelbgence of the sue 
cess at Raalowice was received there on 
the 12th April, and occnsiouedthe moat 
violent agitation For some days after 
wards it was evident that on explosion 
was at hand, and at length, at day 
break on the moinmg of the 17th, the 
brigade of Polish guaidfl, under the di 
rection of their officers, attacked the 
governor s house and the arsenal, and 
was speedily joined by the populace 
The RusBian and Prussian troops in the 
neighbourhood of the capital were about 
seven thousand men, and after i pro 
longed and obstinate contest iii the 
Btre^ tor thirty six hours, they were 
dnven aoioss the Vistula with the loss 
of above three thousand men m killed 
mid prisoners, and the flag of mdepen 
denoe was houted on i^e towers of 
Warsaw 

43 One of the most embarmssing 
circumstances, m the situation of the 
Russians, whs the presence of above six 
teen thousand Poles in their ranks, who 
were known to sympathise stiongly 
with these h^ic efforts of their fellow 
citi/ens. Orders were immediately dea 
patched to Suwarrofi to assemble 
corps, and disarm the Polish troops 
scattered in Podolia, before they could 
unite in any common measures foi their 
defence By the energy and activity of 
this great commander, the Poles were 
disarmed brigade after brigade, and 
above twelve thousand men reduced to 
a state of inactiosi without much diifi 
culty—a most important operation, not 
only by destroying the nucleus of a 
powerful amy, but by stifling the com 
zaenoement of the insurrection in Vol 
hjniaandFodoha. Hovdiffer^tnught 
Imve been the fkte of Poland aud bu 
rope had th^ been enabled to join the 
ra^ of their oountrymen I 

44 KoBCimfico and Ids countrymen 
did eversdilnng that courage or enoigy 
could suggest to put cm foot a formid 
able fores to reeist th^ adversaries, a 
provuHouid goveamtoent was cstabhahed, 
and m a short tans fm^y thousand men 
were raised. But this force, though 
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highly honourable to ihe patnotism honourable a stand for their national 
of the Fulea^ was inconsiderable when independence 

oompaicd with the vast arnues which 40 No sooner was the King of Prus 
Russia and Pnusia could bnag up for sia informed of the revolution at AVai 
their subjugation Small as the anny saw, than he moved forward at the head 
w IS, its maintenance was too great an of thu-ty thousand men to besiege th it 
ciiort for the resources of the kmgdom, cjty, while SuwarrofiP, with forty thou 
which, torn by mtestine faction, with sand veterans, was preparing to enter 
out commerce, harbours, or manufac the south eastern ports of the kingdom, 
tures, having no national credit, and no Aw ire of the necessity of strilung a 
induBtnouB ckss of oitiKens but l^e blow before the enemy’s f^oes were 
Jews, now felt the fatal effects of its united, Koscijsko^dvanced with twelve 
long careei of democratic anarchy The thousand men to attack the Russiau 
population of the country, composed general Denisoff, but, ui>on appioach 
entirely of unruly gentlemen and igno mg his corps, he discove^ that it had 
rant serfs, was totally unable at that united to the army commanded bj; the 
time to funush those numerous sup king in person Unable to lace such 
plies of mtelhgent officers which are re- sui)erior torc( s, he immediately retired, 
quisite foi the iormatiou of an efficient but was attacked next morning at day 
military force, while the nobility, how break near Sckoczyie by the allies, and 
ever formidable on liorseback in the aftei a gallant resistance his army wan 
11 uugarion or Turkish wars, were less to routed, and GracoW fell into the hands 
be relied on m a contest witih regular of the conquerors This check was the 
forces, w here infantry and artallexy eon more severely felt, as, about tl^e same 
stituted the great strength of the army, tune. General Zayouscheck was defeat* 
and courage was unavaihng without the ed at Chelue, and obliged to recross 
aid of science and military disciplme the Vistula, leavmg the whole coun 
45 The central position of Poland, try on the right ba^ of that nver m 
m the midst of its enenyes, would have the hands of the Russians These dis 
afforded great military ^vantages, had asters produced a great impiession at 
its inhabitants possessed a force capable Warsaw the people as usual ascribed 
of tunung it to account—that is, if they them to treachery, and insisted that the 
hodhad, like I rederiok the Great m the leaders should be brought to punish 
Seven Years War, a hundred and fifty ment, and although the chiefs escaped, 
thousand regular troops, which the several peieons in an infenor situation 
population of the oouutiy could easily were arrested and thiowu into prison 
have mamtamed, and a few well fortx Apprehensive of some subterfuge, if the 
fied towns, to arrest the enemy in one accused were regularly brought to trial, 
quarter, while the bulk of the national the bmrghers assembled in tumultuous 
loroQ was precipitated upon them m bodies, forced the prisons, erected soaf 
another tlie glorious stand made by folds m the streets, and, after the man 
the nation m 183I» wi^ only thirty ner of the assassins of September 2d, 
thousand regular soldiers at f^e com put above twelve persons to deal^ with 
menoemeat of the inaurreotion, and no their own hands These excesses af » 
fortifications but those of Warsaw and fected with the most profound gnef the 
Hodhn, provesswhat immense advan pure heart of Kosciu^o, he fiew to the 
tages fhis central position affords, and capital, restored order, and dehvered 
what opportunities ^ offors to igoiilitary over to punishment Ihe leaders of the 
genius like that of ^KnyNnOKi, tc^ ip revolt But the resources of the coun 
Slot the most sev^ woui^ even on ai try were evidentiy unequal to the strug 
superior 0x4 wdbcondi»ted4uxtaigon«rt4 gle, the paper money, which had been 
But all these advantages wm wanting issued in tbair extremity, was at a 
to Kosciusko, audit augment our ad frightful discount, and the saenflees 
luiratiou of hia idents, and of the hero- required Of the nation were the more 
ism of las couutsymen, with such severely felt, that hardly a hope of 
luoonsiderahle means, they made so ultimate success lemoined. 
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47 The combined Russian and Pnis 
sum nroues, about thirty five thousand 
strong, nowadvanced againstthe capital, 
where Kosciusko occupied an intrench 
edcampwith twenty fivethouaand men 
During the whole of July and August, 
the besiegers were engaged in fiuitless 
attempts to drive the Poles into the 
city and at length a great convoy, with 
artillery and stores for a regiilai siege, 
which wafi ascending the Vistula, hav 
lug been captured by ftgeif'lemannamed 
Minewsky, at the head of a body of pea 
sants, the King of Prussia laised the 
siege, leaving a portion of his sick and 
stoi^mUiehan^ of the patriots After 
this success, the insuri'ection apiead im 
mensely, and the Poles muateied nearly 
eighty thousand men ibider arms But 
they were scattered over too extensive 
a line of country in order to make 
head against their numerous enemies— 
a policy tempting by the prospect it 
holds forth of exciting an extensive in 
surrection, but ruinous in the end, by 
exposing the patriotic forces to the nsk 
of being beaten m detail Scarcely had 
the Poles recovered from their intoxica 
tion at the loising of the siege of War 
s iw, when mtelhgence was received of 
the defeat of Sizakowsky, who com 
manded a corps of ten thousand men 
beyond the Bug, by the Russian grand 
army under SowAUROrir * Thu cele 
brat^ general, to whom the principal 
conduct of the war was now committ^, 
followed up his successes with the ut¬ 
most vigour The retreating column 
was again assailed on the Idth by the 
Tiotoiious Russians, and, after a 

OU8 resutance, dnven mto the woods 
between Janoff and Buda, with the loss 
of four thousand men and twenty eight 
pieces of cannom Scarcely three thou 
sand Poles, with Suakowsky at their 
head, escaped mto Siedhee 

48 Upon receiving the accounts of 
thu duster, Kosenwo resolved, by 
drawing together all hu detachmaits, 
to fall upon Fersen before he joined 
Suwarroff, and the other corps whidi 
were advancing agk[lut*1he capital 
Wiih this view ha ordered General 
Ponmsky to join huo, andmarched With 

ftte a BioBiaphy of BvwAS»orp^Ii^i% 
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all his disposable forces to attack the 
Russian geuei*^, who was stationed at 
Maccowice, but fortune on thu occa 
sion cruelly deceived the Poles An ivcd 
in presence of Feisen, he found that 
Ponmaky had not yet arrived, and the 
Russian commander, oveijoyed at this 
circumstance, resolved immediately to 
attack him In vain Kosciusko des 
patched courier after couiier to Poum 
sky to advance to his lebef The fiist 
was intercepted by the Cossacks, and 
the second did not reach that leader in 
tune to enable him to tike a decisive 
partmtheapproacLiugcombat Ncvei 
theless the Polish commands i aware 
of the danger of retreating with iiiex 
perienoed troops in presence of a dis 
cipUued and superior enemy, detei 
mined to give on the following 

day, and drew up hu little aiiuy witli 
as much skill as the circumstauces 
would admit. The forces on the op 
posite aides m this acUon, whvoh d^ 
cided the fate of Poland, were nearly 
equal in point of numbers, but the ad 
vantages of disciplme and equipment 
were demsively on the side of the Hiu 
sians. Kosciusko commanded about ten 
thousand men, a great part of whom 
recently raised, and impeifectly' 
duciphned, while Fersou was at the 
head of twelve thousand veterans, lu 
cludmg a most formidable body of 
cavalry Nevertheless, the Polos in the 
centre and right wing made a gloiious 
defence, but the lef^ which Ponmaky 
should have supported, having been 
overwhelmed by the cavalry under 
Demsoff, the whole army was, after a 
severe struggle, thrown into confusion 
Kosciusko, Sx/akowsky, and other gal 
lant chiefs, in vain made the most 
heroic efforts to ndly the broken troops 
They were wounded, struck down, and 
made prhtoners by tht^ossaoks, who 
inunda^ the field of battle, whdethe 
remams of the army, now reduced to 
seven thousand five hundred men, fell 
diack in confusion towards Waraaw 

After the fall of Kosciusko, who 
sustained m his single person the for 
tunes of the repubuc, nothing but a 
senes of disasters overtook the Poles 
The Austnans, taking advantage of the 
general confusion, entered Gallicia, and 




occupied the palatinates of I ubhu and 
Sandomii , while Suwari-off, pressing 
forwaxNi towardn the capital, defeated 
Mokronowsky, trho, at the head oi 
twtl\ e thousand men, strove to tetard 
tho advance of that redoubtable com 
minder Ju rain the Poles made the 
utmost efforts, they were routed with 
the loss of foui thousand mon , and the 
patnots, though now despainng of sue 
ccss, resolved to sell their lives dearly, 
and shut themaelveH up in Warsaw, to 
await the approach of the conqueroi 
Suwan off was soon at the gates of Pragi, 
theeastemsuburb of that capital, where 
twenty six thousand men, and one hun 
dred pieces of cannon, defended the 
bridge of the Vistula and the approach 
to the capital To assault each a pOBi 
lion with forces haxdly superior was 
(videtiUy a hazardous enterpnae , but, 
the approach of winter icndering it in 
dispensable that if anything was done 
ai all it should be immediately attempt 
ed, buwaiToff, who was habituated to 
successful assaults in the Turkish wars, 
resolved to stoim the city On the 2d 
November, the Hnssians made their ap 
pearance before the glacis of Pra^i, and 
buwarroff, having in great haste com 
pkftod thm powerful batteries, and 
breached the defences with imposing 
celerity, made Ins dispositions for a 
general assault on the following day 

50 Ihe conquerors of Ismail ad¬ 
vanced to tho attack m the same or 
der which they had adopted on that 
memorable occasion Seven columns 
at daybreak approached the ramparts, 
rapidly hlled up the ditches with their 
fascines, broke dowuthe defences, and, 
pouring into the intrenched camp, caav 
ried destruction into the ranbi of the 
Poles In vain the defenders did their 
utmosttoraMistthe torrent. Thewooden 
houses of Pragt^peedily took fire, and, 
amuist the shouts of the victors and thO 
cries of the mhabitants, ihe Polish bat* 
talioQS were borne backward to the 
edge of the Vistula. The midiatude 
of fugitives speedily broke down the 
bridges, and the citizens 
beheld, with unavailing a&gdish, 
defenders on the othm aidO petishmg 
m the flames, or by the siyord of the 
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conqueroi s Ten thousand soldiers fell 
on the spot, nine thousand Were made 
prisoners, and above twelve thousand 
citizens, of every age and sex, were put 
to the sword—a dreadful lustanoe of 
carnage, which has left a lastmg stain on 
the name of Suwarrofl, and which Rus 
sia expiated in the eonflagratiou of 
cow The tragedy was si an end. Ww 
saw capitulated two days aftsrwardi, 
the detached partos of thfe patnots 
melted away^nd ^Poland was no moie 
On the 6th November, Suwarroff made 
his tiiumphant entry into the blood 
stained capital King Stanislaus was 
sent into Kuseia, where he endedf his 
days in captivity, and the final parti 
tion of the monarchy was effected 
61 Such was the teraunation of the 
oldest republic m exi»fcence*“^<4i tho 
flrst instenee of the destruction of n 
member of the European family by its 
ambitious rivals As such, it exmted 
a profound senaatiou in Europe The 
folly of preceding ages, tho long peiaod 
ot wasting anarchy, the madness of de 
mocmtic ambition, the izretnevable de 
fects of the Sarmatian ccmstiiuUon, were 
forgotten. Pifland was remembered 
only as the bulwark of Ohnstendom 
against the Ottomans, she appeared 
only as the suocounug angel under John* 
Sobieski To behold a people so an 
cient, so gallant, whose deeds were as 
somated with such heart-sttmng recol 
lections, fall a vickm to Imperial mgra 
titude, Prussian cupidity, and Masco 
vite ambition, was a spectacle which 
naturally excited the utmost indigna 
tiOn The bloody march of the liTench 
Revolutum, the disasters consequent on 
domeeticdisaension, were foxgo^en, and 
theChnstiaii world was penetrated with 
a girief akin to that felt by all civilised 
nations at fsH of Jerusidem The 
poet has edebrated these events zu the 
immortal 

* Oh 1 blcodidst pieturs in thd bo^ of time 
Sarmatla foil unwept, without a cxitfya 
, Pound not a generous friehd a pitying 
8tr^fh m her anna no«r snemy m 

d from hfr norve^ grasp tho wt' 
tkred spear. 

CSOMdhsrm^H^ and inch'd ^ high 
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C2 But the trutb ofhMoi’j muatdw evil, among men in all age*? and roun 
pel the illusion, and unluld jn the fdl tries, th it it may f«il 3 be corwideud 
of Poland tho natural consequent* of ts inbuimoiintahje, and thatfoio any 
its national deluiquenLUs Sann itm soc otyiuwhuh supremo powtr is really 
neithet feUuu'vveptnorwithonta Clime, vesttd Jii the people, betusin itself tho 
she fell tho victim of her o^^^ disseu seeds of eaily nun Democratic bodies 
fiions—of the chimera of equdity m olhn <xlu!»it r\tiaoidiniry epfrgj i£ 
Banely pursued, and the rigour of aris they can dttiie then resources from 
tocracy uneewmglymanituiutd of ex foieigti plnnchr or domestic toiifist^a 
travngant jedousy of cicry si rioi, tion but they ivdl never, txcopt m 
and merciless oppression of ever> info the latt extremity burden tlicmRches 
nor rank The eldest bo^i of tho Fu Real self tax ition is m truth i delusive 
Topean family was the first to pel 1 h, theory wheie it is attempted to be put 
because she had thwarted all the ends in pr ictiee it invariably fails, 
of the souaI union, because she united so long mibtakeii for it lyas 
the tmbulenoe of democratic to the ex of one class by anothe;^^ *'he 

clusiveuess of anstociatxc societies, bo many by the few These aj:e wapalat 
cause she exhibited the vacillation of a able truths, but they are 'Uie less 
repiibbc without its eneigy, and the truths, nor is it less on that account 
oppression of a monarchy without its the duty of the hist^V^ to state Mi^m 
stability Such a system neither copHii If any one douh^ #i^r accru ac^, let 
nor ought to be maintamed him conkmpla^ the abandoTimeiit of 

temal feuds of Poland were znora tlie Sinking Fund, m consequence of 
to human happiness than the despotism the enormous and uncalled teduc 
of Russia, and the growth of improve tion of indirect taxation since popular 
mentamong its people was slower than infiacncc began to predozninateinGrf^at 
among the ryots of Hindostan Bi itoin, and the leoent repudiation of 

53 To anyonewho has either studied tho States debt by a laigo pait of the 
in history or expenenetd in leal lifo Ai ien< m people 
the practical workmg of the principle 54 I n tins respect the history of Mus 
of self government among mankind, in covy prcf- nts a sti ikiug and niatnict ive 
situations where democratic equality is coitrasttoth ^of Poland Oonmenrmg 
really established, the destruction of r j^niliy with a smVh toint nj, yet 
Poland will appear far from sm pi ismg farther removed from the light of civil 
In truth, the only wonderful thing is, isation—cut off in a maunei from tlie 
that her people so long succeeded in intelhgence of ^he globe, deiidedly in 
maintaining their independence It is fenor to irs heroic nvaJ in its eailur 
the fretting against control, the ^'igno contests—tbegrowthofRussiahasboiu 
rant impatience of taxation’ in man as steady as the decline of Poland Ihe 
kind, when practically intrusted with Polish republic fell at length beneath 
self government, whi^ was the real a power which it had npeatedlj van 
cause of the oalamity Ho lessons of quiahedf whose capital it had conquer 
expetience however severe, no calls of and its name was eiased fiom the 
• patnoUsm however urgent, no warn list of nations at the very time that its 
lOMof wisdom however emphatic, could dcfqiotio nval had attained the aenith of 
induce its plebeian nobless© to submit power and glory Thiflie facts throw a 
to any present burden to avert future great and iinf>orta&t light on tht causes 
disaster Like the Americans at this of early civilisation, and the form of 
time, who refiise in many States, at all government adapted to a barbarous age 
hazards to thdt public credit, to tax >Thepe cannot ip such a state be so great 
themselves to 4e|tay the mt^est of a misfortune os a weadt,thewcM>iu>t be 
their State’s debl^ they pftferred “Miy so great a blessing os a pow^ul gov 
load of infamy however grea^ to mj emmeut No oppression is so seveie 
bhiden of taxation however Ij^k" So aa that which is there infiveted by the 
Is this disfaicnxMdaon W membem of the same state on each 

to praMut burdens prevfmi Ihktre oi^STj no anarchy bo irremediable as 
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that wliic h ongicates m the violence of 
their own pasaions lo rcstrim the 
fuiy and coerce the dwsensionB of its 
BUbiects IS tlie fiiet dutj of government 
lu such periods in its mabilit> to dis 
charge this dutj is to ho found the real 
cause of the woakneas of a demociatic 
—in the inde but effective performance 
of it, the true secret of the strength of 
a dcHpohe state 

65 Such, however, aie the ennobling 
effects of the spirit of freedom, even in 
its wikhnt foim, that the remnant of 
the Tolibh nation, albeit ben ft of a 
country by then own insanity, have by 
thftir deeds commxnded the respect 
and bv their sorrows obtained the sym 
pathy of the woild 'I he remains of 
Kosciusko s bands, di darning to live 
nndt I Muscovite oppi*ession, sought 
and found an asylum in the arnnea of 
Prance, they served with distinction 
both in Italy and Spam, and awakened 
by their braveiy that sympathy which 
■with other and more selfish motives, 
brought the conqueior of Fm ope to the 
walls of the Ki'cmhn. Like the remains 
of a noble mind borne down by suffer 
ing, they have exhibited flashes of groat 
ness even in the extremity of disaster, 
and while wandering without a home 
from which their own madness oi that 
of then fathers had banished them, ob 
tamed a respect to which then con 
quei ors were often jtrangers at the sum 
nut of their gloiy Such is the effect 
even of the misdirected spirit of fiee 
dom, it dignifies and hallows all that 
it inspires and, even amidst the rums 
which it has occasioned, exalts the 
human soul I 

66 The history of England has illus 
trated the beneficial effects whidi have 
resulted to its character and mstitu 
tions fiom the Noiman Conquest, In 
the severe suffcrr&g which followed that 
great event, in the anguish of genera 
tions, in the forcible intermixture of 
the races of the victor and vanquished, 
were laid the deep and firm foundations 
of English fireedom In the checkered 
and disastrous history of Poland may 
be traced the consequenoes of an oppo 
site, and, at first sight, more forttmate 
destiny-^<-of national independence un* 
interruptedly sfiaiutained, and punty of 


race unceasingly pi’cserved The first, 
m the school of eaily adversity, were 
taught the habits and learned the wis 
dom necessaiy foi the guidance of ma 
turer years, the second like the spoiled 
child whose wishes had never been co 
eicecl, not its passions restramed, at last 
acquiicd on the brink of the grave, pre 
maturely induced by excessive indul 
genet iiiit expenenoe which should 
have been g uned in earhertyears It 
is through tlAs t^iblebut necessary 
ord<,al that Poland is now passing, and 
tlie experience of ages would indeed bo 
lost. It wc did not cbBcem m its present 
fruffenng the discipline necessary* for 
future happiness, and, m the cxtii^ity 
of temporary disaster, the severe tram 
ing for ultimate improvement. 

67 The partition of Poland, and scan 
dalons conduct of the states who reaped 
the fruit of injustice m its fall, has been 
the frequent subject of just indignation 
and eloquent complaint from, the Euro 
pean histonaua, but the connection be¬ 
tween that calamitous event and the 
subsequent disasters of the partitioning 
powers, has not hitherto met with due 
attention Yet nothing can be clearer 
than that it this iniquitous mea 
sure which brought all the misfortimes 
that followed itpon the Emopeaa mon 
archies—^that it was it which opened the 
gates Gksrmany to French ambition, 
and brought Napoleon with his temble 
legions to Vienna, Berlin, and the Kitm 
Im The more the campaigns of 1793 
and 1794 are studied, the more cleaily 
does it appear that it was the prospect 
of obtammg a share in the partition of 
Poland which paralysed the allied arms, 
which intercepted or turned aside the 
legions which might have overthrown 
the Jacobin nfie, and created that jeal 
ousy and division amongst their rulers, 
which, mol e even than the eneigy of the 
Republicans, contributed to theumfor^i. 
and astonishing success of the latter 
Had the redoubtable bands of Cathermo 
i:)een added to the armies of Prussia in 
the plains of (^ampagtie m 1792, 
those of Austm and Grea^ IMam in 
the fields of Flanders in 1793, not a 

doubt Can remain that ihe tevoiiafaott 

ary party would ham been 

and a constitutionitl mpmuciohy ssteb- 
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liah^ in Prance, with the entire con 
cutreooc of thiee fourths of all the re 
speeUhle cloasea in the kingdom, and 
to the mfimtie present and future bless 
mg of Its whole inhabitants Even in 
17d4y by a cordial co operation of the 
I^Bsian and Austnan forces after the 
iUl of XiAndreoies, the whole bamei 
fortresses erected by thegemus of Van 
ban might have been captured, and the 
Revolu^or, thrown back upon its own 
resotyrces, been permanently prevtnttd 
fbom proving dimerous to the hbeities 
of Europe AVh», then, paralysed the 
idhed armies in the midst of such a 
career of success, and caused the cam 
paiffi to close tmdei circumstuices of 
sucEgeneraldisaster? Thepr^pectof 
partitioningPohindtwhich first letained 
thePruBuan battalions, duringthe crisjs 
of the campaign in sullen inactivity on 
the Rhme, and then led to the preci 
pitate and indignant abandonment of 
FLmdera by the Atssit^au foroee 
fiS The subsequent fate of the pat 
titionmg powert is a striking instance 
of tliat moraji retribution which, sooner 
or laterf in nations as well as indivi 
duals, attends a fiagrant act of injiis 
tice To efihet the destruction of Po 
Prussia paralyBed her armies on 
tha Rhine;, and ibiraw on Austria and 
Bntom the whole Weight of the contest 
with Reputdican PVance. Sht fhci eby 
the gtowth of its nulitaiy 


[chap xvnr 

power, and the battle of Jena, the ti caty 
of Tilsit, and six years of bondage, wete 
the consequenoa Suwanoff entered 
Warsaw wheu its spires wore yet gleam 
mg with the files of Praga, and when 
the Vistula ran red with Polish blood, 
and, before twenty years had expired, 
the Poles revenged on the Moskwa that 
inhuman massacre, andthe sack of War 
saw was forgotten in th< confiagration 
oiMoscow Ausiriawithdrew from Flan 
ders to join m the deed of iniquity, and 
secure in Ga4iciatha fruitsof injustico, 
and twice did the > rouch guards in con 
sequence pass m triumph through the 
whIIb of Vienna The connection he 
tween this great and guilty act and the 
subsequent disasters of ilie epohatmg 
powers therefore, is direct and ervident, 
ttid history would be worse than use 
less if it did not signalise that inemor 
able instance of just ictnbution for the 
eternal warning and iniitraction of man 
kind Already hee been realised, m port 
at the anticipation of the poet — 

* Tee ^ th> proudlordflv unpiticdlitod! ahollaoe 
I h It mau hath yet a soul and dare bo Axic' 
A little while along tU} saddetiing plains 
Die stirle^ night ot dosolation reigns 
1 mth h)i lU restore the light b> n itnro given 
AndL like Proinetheue bnngthofiioofhoaven 
Prono to the dust Oppreswon shall be huil d 
Hci uamo her uatute wtthci d from the 
voildi 
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Mttad iSi» lung el to livo 

£tien#y te»n« wii|t tiie Bi^bltci eud 
ntffc edtonar to it# wwmee—to 

eozioede to rranenitoe wadiitwbed e» 

tSAnf |a4|i% StowagiS>e egtuva 
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nrrangemeut, TP-hile, on tlie other hand, 
the J i ench govemtuent engaged to witik 
draw its tfoo^ from the Prussian pos 
sesB] OU5 on the right bank, and not ti t.at 
as entihiCB l^e states of the Empire in 
ttrhich Prussia took an int^r^t By the 
secret articles " the King of Fi usfiin 
engaged not to undertake any hostile 
enterjirlse against Holland, or any conn 
try oocupiMi by the French troops, an 
mdemmt) %as stipulated for Prussin^ 
an the event of France extending her 
frontier to the Rhine, the Republic pro 
miscd not to carry hostilities an the 
Empire beyond a fixed hnr, and, in 
Offte of the Rhino being permanently 
fixed on as the boundary of b ranee, and 
including the states of Deux Fonts, the 
Republic engf^ed to undeitake a debt 
of 1,500,000 rix dollars due to Frussia 
by then potentate 
2 There was, in truth, no present in 
terest atvariatice between these powers, 
and the treaty contained little more of 
importance than a reoognition of the 
Repubhc by Predenok William But 
there never was a step more ultimately 
ruiBOua taken by a nation The con 
quest of Holland, which overturned the 
balance of power, and exposed Prussia^ 
uncovered, to the attacks of France, 
should have been the signal for a sincere 


coalition, such as that whidi had oo 
erud tlic ambition of Lotus XIV, and 
subsequently overturned Hie powei of 
Napoleon What a suceessiou of dih 
oat^ vould such a decided conduct in 
all probability have pi evented * What 
long and disastrou** wars what a pro 
di^iouR efitiaion ot human blood, what 
uuhenid of eiforts did it require for 
Pzussiato regain in 1813 the position 
which she occupi^ in 1796 h>But these 
events wei e kui led m the womb of late 
no one then anticipated the coming 
disasteis, and the Prussian mmistCis 
deemed themselves fortunate lU escap 
ingfrom a war in which no mal interest 
ot the monarchy seemed to be at stake 
They concluded peace accordingly, Hiey 
loft Austria to contend smgle handed 
with the power of France, and the battle 
of Jena and treaty of Tilsit were Hie 
consequence * 

6 The dnramted and unwieldy mass 
of the Oennanic Empire, without alto 
geiiier discontinuing military opera 
tions, pursued them lu so languid a 
manner as was equivalent to a complete 
pacification Bavana, Ihe Elector of 
Mayexioe, and several other powers^ 
issued a declaration, that the states of 
the Empire Imd taken up aims only for 
tbo protection of the stetes adjoining 


* T}^o BrtiLsli historian need not hesitate to 
oxpres<4 Uns opinion since it is not on1> 
ag^abi^' to that of HI the Oeman uinaUsts 
b it expressly admitted by the aUe and can 
did Prussian statosmsu who concluded with 
liarthelcmy on the part of the Directory 
that unhappy r^oification Kriugr of 

PnissU says rauoe Hardenberg tirM of 
warlike <^ratiouB rudely awakened from 
hie dreams on the plalas of CliaTOpwno, and 
docmnig counler revolution in Tmuco im 
possible sud to hiS ministers, < Arrange 
matters a$ you like provided you extricam 
roe from the war with France * By signing 
the treaty of Bftlo he abondceied the house 
of Orange ricrl6<^ Holland laid open tiia 
Broplro toFrenehinvasipn, and prepared the 
lum of tlio auciont Oermanlo constitution 
Despising the kxaoiM pf histvry> that prince 
fowt that no aoonor wm tiro independonce 
of Holland hi tub eudof thedem 

teenth oontury then a league df ah ijroeav * 
oroigns of formed to rest^n the 

arobition of Lohls XfX widw W* thno 
i^hc invasion of the Sime ccuntiy eftbetdd 
uitder the BepubUc^'bdihrora» led to a die 
ffoIuHou of the floatiUsn of kisM agahut 
theFfeaefiBevohstida. i From tm mouront 
overy thrm^o wss stripl of the ma^c fialo 
which herotoforo bad surrounded it A&A 


dent merely pi evented the treaty of Bale 
from being followed b> general re\olutl{m 
m Furope Had Frederick William been am 
rooted with the spiritof IMdcrlck the Grc^t. 
he would have negotiated nith the olive 
branch In one hand and the sword in the 
other auA supporting HoUand he would 
oven have iucluaed it ro the line of his mih 
tary protection Bv sodomg. he would have 
riser to the rank not onlj or iiho mediator 
but tiro arbitoi of Bur(q>e» and bo^ eiMd>ied 
to aspire to i^eglonous mlssionof balancing 
the dbminion ofthe seas ogaiiiai Contlneniro 
despotism Wlroroaa Hro poioe of Bale con 
eluded in nSne^ vwws, and without any re 
gard to the cominon cause destroved th« 
personal charaotor of Frodetiok dhain surd 
8tn^ the Prussian monarchy of ita glonbue 
iwutatlon We may add uukt ili ybars 
airorwaids Prussia waa praHpitat^ fir 'ran 
fl%ea, it ro to be itnputea to itiehlhidirodi:^ 
strata adhere&hsitp the'eyecoro<of&^tmhtf, 
whi^ ccromenoed tbe^ tibaty ef Hub* 
^ o one felt thitbrobbs dcatdy axpbebitd it 

roore^ndly. them the Pritwm ^ ‘ 

who 
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Al«acej and ihsA Uifey liad no inclination aeamon, ono hundred wght ships 
to int^ere in the internal aifiairs of of the line were put la comniistaon, and 
France Spam, exhausted and dejocted, the land foicea raised to one hundied 
awaited only most favourable op- and fifty thousand men. The expendi 
portumty of making a separata peaoe, ture of the yeari exclusive of the inte- 
and concluding a contest from which rest of the national debt, amounted to 
she had already suffeied so much.'X^hile £27,000,000, of which £18,000,000 was 
Piedmont, crushed by the weight of raised bv loan, and £3,600,000 by ex 
armaments beyond its power to aup chequei bills Newtaxes to the amount 
port, which coat more than three times ol £1,000,000 weie imposed, and, uot- 
thesubsidiTB granted^ by Great Britain^ withstanding the most vehement de 
equally desired a con^uslfdn to hostiU bates on the conduct of the ministry, 
ties without venturing to express the and the original expedience of the war, 
vnsh. The conquest of Holland re- alaigemiyontymparhamentconcuned 
lieved the French government of aU lu t& necessity, now that the country 
anxiety m that quarter, by compeUing were embarked m the contest^ of pro 
the Dutch to conclude an alliance, of secuting it with vigour On the 18th 
fensiVI^ sfid dof easive^ with the Bepub i ebruory, an aliianoe offensive and de 
ho The g^nctpal conditions of that fensive was concluded between Great 
treaty Wd^^that the United Provinoee Biitain, AusUia, and Russia. This im 
ceded Veidbi and l^aestnoht to Bel portent event, the fiist step towaids the 
glum, and bSpd themselves to aid the great and decisive share which the last- 
h reach with t%plve ships of the line, mentioned power ultimately took in the 
and eighteen and one-half of oonteet, was not, however, at first pro 

the troops which had under arms, ductive oi any re&ulta The Lmprees 

4 '!l^us the wholb^weight of the war Catherme, whose attenbon was wholly 

fell on Austria andGitl^ Bntain. The engrossed m securuig the immense ter 
former of these powerraad suffered too ntones which had foUen to her by the 
much by the loss of the Low Countries partition oi Poland, merely sent a fieet 
to permit her to thmk of peace, while of twelve ships of the Imo, aud eight 
the disasters she had experienced had higates, to rcinfoico A<iiuu*al Dunum, 
not as yet been so great as to compd who was cruising in the North Seas, to 
her to renounce the hope of ragconing blockade the aquidi on recently acquired 
them Mr Pitt, in the latter, was fully by France from the Dutch republic, but 
aware of the approaching danger, and neither had any oppoiiunity of mear 
indefatigaUd in his effoits to revive the suruig their sU augth with the enemy 
confederacy He met with a worthy ally 6 A powerful and energetic party in 
zn Thugut, who directed the eabmet of Great Britain stdl declaimed against the 
Vienna. On the 4th May 1796^ a treaty war as uz^uat and uunecesaary, aud 
ojSbnaive and defensive was concluded viewed with secret complacency the 
between the two powers, by which tiiumphs of the Republic^ forces, A 
Austria engaged to xaftintaui 200,000 secret belief tiiat the cause of France 
men in ihQ field dartng the approach was at bottom theuc own, led them to 
mg campaign, and Qteat Britain to fiir- desire its svicoess. It was urged in pur 
nish a sutttdy of £6,000,000 sterling hament, that theRevolutionary govern 
The utmost <^orts wm at the same mentioBranoe faemg^w overturned, 
tune made to reinforoe the Impttial imdoiwpr<ffeaeiag moderation installed 
amues on the Rhine. mite stead, ^ great object of the war 

5 The British government madeeic wasm fact m end, that the con* 
ertions for the proseoutUm of the war' tmueddlsaetemnftbed^ee 

mom considerable than thpy had yet put of fbxuixig a government 

forth, and seemed smstbm that the ^ dnthat county oontrary to the mobna- 
iicmalstraigth required to bemoxeAd^ tfcfim of its nmatwtants, that the oo^ 
eSmrted now that the war aJpprCaohCa fedeSacy w4e tfCW pWKiacally dwetdvedr 
her own shores. The naval force wes ai^ the first opportunity rfiould th^ 
augoHnited to One thousimdlf^heemadtaooii^^ 
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which no rational hopes of success any 
longer remained that, if we oontmued 
fighting till the Bourbons were restored, 
it was impossible to see any end to the 
contest, or to the burden which would 
be imposed upon the country during 
its continuance that nothing but dia 
aster had hitherto been eiepe^noed m 
the struggle, and if that was the case 
formerly, when all Europe was arrayed 
against the Republic, what might now 
be expected when Great Britain and 
Austria alone were leit to continue the 
struggle, and the French power ex 
tend^ fi om the Pyrenees to tiie Texel ^ 
—that e^ery consideration of safety and 
expedience, therefore^ rscommendedthe 
speedy close of a contest, of doubtful 
policy in its commencomeuty and more 
than doubtful justice in its principles. 

7 Mr Pitfe repbed,—The object of 
the war vas not to force the people of 
1 ranee tftulcpt any particular form of 
govemmA|, but merely to secure their 
neighbournom their aggiession. A1 
though thm was great reason to fear 
that no security coidd be found for 
this till a monarchy was restored in 
that country, yet it waa no part of the 
allied policy to compel its adoption 
the government of the French repuh 
he was changed m form only, and not 
xn spirit^ iuid wasoa formidable as when 
the war was first provoked by the de¬ 
clamations of the Girondists hostili 
ties would again be commenced as soon 
as the mihtaiy power of their enemies 
was dissolved, and the Allies would 
then find it as difficult a matter to re¬ 
assemble their foi*ees, as the SVeuch 
would now find it to dissolve theirs 
It is highly improbable that the Re 
publican government will be able to in 
ducemen^customed to war and rapine 
to refcum tu the peaceful occupations of 
life, and much^moi^ likely ^lat they 
will find it necessaiy to employ them 
in schemes of ambitm and {dunder, to 
prevent them from turning their Jatne 
against dom«itio authonty War, how * 
avw costly, at least gives to Great Bn 
tain security, and it would be hi|^y 
fanpolitio to exchange this for the pern 
nocosSanly consequent upon a rosmnp- 
bimi of amicable relations with a coim 
tty in such a state of pohtacal eonto* 


gion Peace would at once prove de 
struotive to the French West India 
islands, by delivering them over to an 
arohy and Jacobinism, and fiom them 
the fiome of servile revolt would speed 
ily spread to our own colonial posses 
Bions in that quarter Notwithstand 
mg the great successes of the Preach 
on the Continent, the bal mce of con 
quest m the contest with Great Britain 
is decidedly in &vour of this country 
the losses of the ftepubbeans in wealth 
and resources ha\e been greater since 
the beginning of the war than those of 
oil the Allies put together, the forced 
requisitionsaud assignats of the French, 
winch have hitherto maintained the 
contest, cannot be continued without 
the seventies of the Reign of Terror, 
and now is the time, by vigoiously 
oontmuing the contest, to compel the 
Directory to augment their redubdaut 
paper currency, and thus accelerate the 
luin which it lA evident such a syetem. 
must sooner or later bnng on the finan* 
oial resources of the country Parha- 
ment by a large majority supported 
nunisteia m the prosecution of the war, 
in both houses of parhsftuent. 

S The internal feeling of Great Bn 
tain, notwithstanding the continued ill 
success of its arms on the Continent, 
was daily becoming moi e unanimous m 
favour of the war The atrocities of 
the Jacobins had moderated the ardour 
of many of the most enbghteued of 
their eaily fnends, and confirmed the 
hostihty of almost all the moral and 
religious, as well as the opulent and in 
fiuential classes, tbe spectacle of the 
numerous and interestuig emigrant fa¬ 
milies, who had been reduced from the 
height of prosperity to utter destitu 
tion, awakened the compassion of tha * 
humane over the whole country, while 
the immense successes of the ^pubb* 
cans, and, above alh Occupation of 
Holland, excited the hei editary aind db* 
extmguished jealousy of the British 
people of their ancient nyals. Although, 
th^foro, tljp division of parties con 
tinned most vehement^ and the suopea* 
eion of the Habeas Corpus Act etdl {|i>- 
vested the government with Oxtraor^ 
nary powers, yet the feelmg of thh 
oountiy was gradm^ becoming more 
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united, and its passions, hke those of a 
combatant who has been wounded in 
the stanfe, were waxing wamei with 
ill the blood whieh it hsA lost 

9 In France, on the other hand, the 

exl^tlJstioa consequent upon a state of 
ettraordinai^and tmporalleledex^on 
u os ra^JicLly banning to display itself 
The system of the Convention hod con 
sistedmependingthecapitalof the conn 
try by confiscations, forced 

loans, and mihtary requisitions, and the 
issue of assignats, supported by the 
Be^ of Terror, had, beyond all former 
example, earned theirdesigns into effect 
But all such violent means of obtaming 
supplies can, from their veiy nature, 
only be temporary how great soever 
may be tha accumulated wealth of a 
Ktatev it must in time be exhausted if 
not supplied by the continued labours 
of private industry The Reign of 
Terror, by stopping all the efforts of 
indiTidualB to ^tter ih^ir eonditioii, 
and paralysing the arms of labour ovei 
the whole country, dned up the sources 
of national weal^ Even had the fall 
of l^bespierre not put a period to the 
\i<dent means ladopted for tendering it 
available to the state, the some result 
must soon have followed from the ces 
sation of all the sources of its supply 

10 During the winter of 1704, 
French government made the greatest 
exertions to put their navy on a respect¬ 
able fboting, but all tiieir efioits on 
that eleSient led to nothii^ but dis'ia 
ter Early is ICsrch the Toulon, fleet, 
oossistiilg of thirteen ships of the hue, 
put to sea With the design of expellmg 
the British sqimdrou from the Gulf of 
Genoiiy mid tending an expedition in 
Oormca* Being ignorant of the ir inten 
tion, Lord ^otbam, who comnunded 
the Bnti^ btockading fleet, was at 
Leghorc^ at the tune, and they succeed¬ 
ed in capturing the Bwwick, of seventy 
four guns, in the Gijlf of St Florent, 
which foi^ itself sumouuded by^the 
French fleet before m craw were aware 
It had put to sea^ But the British ad 
miral was Sfo* tei^ tS^king his re 
yenge On tht Etmreh be set sail 

from Degho^ with bwe-pfr 

bat+l^hip«j, and on the feHiin 

^ench rquadton of the lame 


fca^e By a skilful manoeuvre he suc¬ 
ceeded in cutting off two ships of the 
bnc, the Ga Im, imd the Censeui, Avhich 
fell mto the hands of the Buiisli, and 
the remainder of the fleet, after a se 
vere but partial action, was compelled 
to fall back to the Isksdo Ilyfeies, and 
disembark the Kud troops which they 
had on board By this vigorous stroke 
the object of the expedition in the re- 
Cfivery of Corsica was entirely linstiat- 
ed, and such was the di&mty with 
wluchthe soldiers weie inspired from 
tbeir Hufibnngs duung its continuance, 
that out of eighteen theu'^and men who 
weie onginsdly embarked, only ten 
thoaf>and rc'icha<l the hrench army, 
then lying in the Maiqnisate of Onoille 
11 Mexnwbile the courts of \ lenna 
and ot Tunn were making the most -n 
gorous efforts for the piosccutiou of tlu 
war on the Piedmontese frontier Th* 
Austnaus reintnroed the King of S u 
dima with fifteen thoutfaud men, ux<l 
the Piedmontese tioops raised the of 
fective force in the field to fifty thou 
Baud men. The French aoldicrs on 
that frontier were in a still greater 
state of destitution and ixuaery than the 
army of tlie Rhmi Fi om the effect of 

desertion and sickness, during the se 
vere Winter of 1794, amidst the mhos 
pitable region of the Alps, the total 
effective forces on that frontioi did mt 
exceed forty five thousand They oc 
oupied the wnole crest of the mouu 
tarns, from > ado to the Little St Ber 
nard, while eighteen thoneand of the 
allied forces were stationed in front of 
0011 * 0 , fifteen thousand Geva, ten 
thousaud in the vaffeys of Stura and 
Sura, and six ifliousond 6n the lofty 
ndges which close the upper extremity 
of the valley of Aostcc Qeuartilly spesdt 
ing, the Repubbcaiis parched on 

tlM summits of the nfbun^us, while 
the Fiedmonttitfe forces occupied the 
narrow d^les down 

into Italian pliuhs 
' 12 Tl|o campaign ooinmeneed by a 
WcB concerted etttSrptise of ihe F^ich 
agamst the Ool Dumont, tmr Mont 
C<m»»,3sqacbi3iC l^cdfoatotcBe occupied 
with a foVoe of two li^ou»an<l men, 
whence 4b^ ewC driven with 
contldeiAWe loss But ehortiy after 
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nardfl, Kellennann haTiugbeen obhg:ed 
to weakeu hia nght by large rletc^b 
menta, to suppress a revolt at Toulon, 
the Tmpariahsts resolved to take the 
lead by offensive operations against the 
l^rench forces stationed m the Maritime 
Alps b or this purpose a simultaneous 
attack was made on the Republic in 
posts at St Giooomo, Bordinetto, and 
\ ado, which were all fortified Though 
the French gamed an advantage at the 
Col do Teude, their lint was toiced 
back after several tlays fighting, and 
the Republicans were obli^d to eva¬ 
cuate all their positions m the Maritime 
Alps The allied forces occupied Lo 
auo. Final, end Voltih with the whole 
magazines and artillery v hich had been 
collected there, and threatened the 
oounjiry of Nice and the territory of 
the Republic Had the alUtd gene 
lols pushed their advantages with vi 
gour, the whole right wing of the 
hreuch aimy might have been driven 
from the mountains, or destroyed, for 
they could have collected t^ii'ty thou 
sand fresh tioops, fiushed wi^ victory, 
to crush tweiity thousand, harass^ 
with fatigue, d^titute of shoes, and 
literally Irving Kellenuactu, with 
the aid of his chii f of the staff, ^rthier, 
exerted the utmost degree of fckill and 
ability to compensate the infsnonty 
of their force, but it was w^th tho 
greatest difficulty, and only by pledging 
their private isredit for the supplies of 
the army, that they were enabl^ either 
to procure provisions for the troops, or 
inspire them with the resolution to de 
fend the rugged and desolate ndge m 
wiuohthe contest was earned on Then 
situation was rendered the more despe 
rate by a naval action between the 
British and Toulon fleets lu the Baj of 
Frejus, m the course t>t which the A1 
cide, of eevenl^four guns, blew up, 
and the French squadron, severely shat¬ 
tered, was Compelled th tako^iefuge m 
tho hmbour of Toulon FortnuiAety 
for the RepuhUi^ans, divisions betweeis 
the allied generals at tfns time pai» 
lyaed their mavementa, and,^vented 
them fyypx up the adwmtagea 

which ihdii I’ccent suceeti^m, and uie 
open commutuOation wiih the Biithdi 
fleet, seamed to affottl 


13 These disasters on the frontiers 
of Provence induced the government to 
detach seven thousand men from the 
army of the 1 aatem Pyrenees, and ten 
thousand men from the army of the 
Rhine, to reinforce the combatants on 
the Alps Then amvaJ, towards the 
end of August, restored the supenonty 
to the Republican side, whilt. no cor 
responding addition was made to the 
toiees of the olhed generals—another 
proof, amon^ the many wluch these 
campaigns onord, of the total wont of 
concert which prevailed between the 
Aihes ou the vast circle of operations 
from the Rhine -to the Heditw^ean, 
and the inestimable advantages which 
the French derived from the unity of 
government, and interior hue of com 
mnnication, which they enjoyed Tlie 
consemiences soon proved ruinous to 
the allied armies Kellemann, en 
abled by this powerful remforcement tov 
resume the offensive, and encouraged 
by the evident discord between the 
allied genenda, formed the design of 
separating the Sardinia from the Aus 
tnan forces by a concentrated attack 
upon the centre of their line, and com 
pelling the lattei to give battle alone m 
the valley of Loano But before this 
plan could be earned into effect, the 
peace wiih bpam enabled the govern 
meni to detach to the support of the 
an^ of Italy the army of the Efielieiti 
Py^ees, which amved m the Man 
time Alps before the end of September, 
and the command of the whole was 
given to Genond Soherei, Kelleimann 
being detached to the command of tlio 
forces in Savoy This great addition 
rendered the Bepublicana neaily double 
the allied forces in that quarter, while 
the courts of Turin and Vienna took » 
no steps to avert the storm pieparmg 
to burst upon thhir heads iu trutn, 
the Piedmontese govemmeni^ eicpen 
encing the fate of ail iveals states m el 
hance with powerful ones, began to be 
«6 jealous of frienda as ite » 

while the ImpeiaaJ rented 

ittqoevidei^ b; then* con 

duc^ that they ItsdnbocmMenoe eith^ 

m «ineen<y^ of tlie or 

t>evins, 

the iPiednsonten^ generak trusted for 
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his support) not to the strength of the 
mountuns which he occupied, but to 
the CO operation of the British fleet m 
the Ba;' of Genoa—a signal error, which 
soon led to Ihe most disastrous oonse 
quences 

14 The Austrian army, consisting of 
forty thousand men, was posted m an 
extensive and fortified position, having 
its left resting on the lit^e seaport town 
of Loano, Its right extending to the 

summit or the impcAidii^ heights to 
the noithward, from whence itcommu 
moated by a el^n of fortified {Hiatswith 
the strong places of Ceva, Mondovi, and 
Com, held by the Piedmontese troopa 
The position vm stiong, but this 
Btren^h was balanced by the oircum 
stance that, m case of dimter, the left 
wiug had no means of retreat The 
Repubhcans occupied a position in front 
of their opponents, their right resting 
on the bttie village of Borghetto on the 
sea coast) their left extending to the 
Col de Tends and the summits of the 
Maritime Alps The army at first con 
sisted only of thirty seven thousand 
men, but it was raitf^ by the succes 
sive arrival of the columns from the 
Lastem Pyrenees, before the middle 
of November, to sixtry thousand men 
MasseOa,* who had acquired a remorh 
able knowledge of the localities of that 
rugged district dunng the pieoeding 
campaigns, imfi whose great 
abilities h^ already became conapicu 
ooS) was intrusted with the command 
of tne attack. Notwithstanding the 
vast accession of fiiroe Winch the Ro> 
publicans had reodvod, and the in 
creased activity which they had for 
smne tune evinoed, the Austnmx com 
mander wiiu so litde aware of his dan 
fcger that he lay at La piebra, detained^ 
by an abscess in Ids mouUi, while hia 
oi&oers vrere Chiefly assembled at Fen 
ole, where they were t oused from a ball 
by the sound of the French oomion, at 
SIX o ckH.k on the morning'' of the 28d 

November 

15 Scherer, thegenendfhl^Ghief) com 
manded the wing, Massena the 
centre, andSerrunertheleft. Hattecaa 
design was to fbroe the Auatmn centre 

Tr hlcgmphy of OUssm a M^iOvvobap 


with an overwhelming forco, and from 
that vantage ground to take the re 
mainder oi the line in flank and roar 
After haranguing hia troops, he led 
them to the assault The Austrian 
centre, commanded byArgenteau,made 
an obstinate resistance at the posts of 
Bordioettoand Melogno, and drove back 
the first assailants, but such was tho 
Vehemence of the fresh columns which 
the Republicans brought up to the as 
sault, tW they were compolledat length 
to retire to a second hue on the right 
bank of the Bomud^ Massena soon 
forced that position also, and by so 
doing got into the interior of the Aus 
tnan hne, and was able to take all tbeir 
positions m rear The result of this 
first day B combai was, that, tho centie 
of the ^Uies being forced, theif left 
wing was liable to be overwhelmed by 
the combined attacks of the French 
cen^ mid nght wnw No soon^ was 
the Austrian general made sensible of 
this disaster than he took the most 
precipitate steps to draw back his left 
wing But he was not permitted to do 
this without sustaining the greatest 
lossea By break of day Augei'eau waa 
ohmbing we heights of the Apennines, 
while Im victorious battalions were 
driving everything before thenx In 
condu^mg then i^tat, the Imperial 
ista did not display tho vigour or deoi 
Sion which could alone save them m 
BuChpenlouscircumstauces, aud^luch, 
on Uie preceding day, had extricated 
the division ootnmanded by Rocoavua 
fiom eo^ danger 
16 oonsequtace was, that one 
cohmiQ was beset On all ludes m a 
ravine, which formed their only lin^ of 
retreat, the head of the column* eeised 
with a panic, was dnven bock u[k)b the 
cenite, and thrown Into utter confu 
sum, and, m the midsf of mi unparal 
leledsoeuettf caninge and horrm', forty 
eight pieqae bf cannon mi one hundr^ 
caissons wkre abondouied. The other 
fioluma of the left wittg only escaped 
by betakuig themselves to almost mac 
oessSblepbthS) and abandobing all their 
artillery, and at length, with gieat dif 
Acuity, ^cted their rebreat by the road 
Of the Cottuche* S'tre thousand iwn 
soners^ eighiy |deoes of Osnnon, and aa 
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immense quantity ot ammunition and adopted but by tbe party by ^hom such 
mAgaziues, fell into the hauds of the a supenonty m felt, it will nevti be 
victois, the total loss on the aide of auccesaful but where such a superiority 
the Austiians waa not less than Beven exists 

thousand, while thit of the Fttnch 18 The war on the Spanish frontier, 
hardly amounted to one thousand men during this campaign, was speedily 
This great victojy, which terminated brought to a succe^ul termination 
the campaign of 1795 in the Alp^ was In the 'VVebtern Pyrenees, the Republi 
of decisiv-o importance to the Hepublio cans, during the winter, had sustained 
It gave the hrench winter quaiiers at the greatest losses from sickness. No 
Loauo, Savona, Yado, and other places leas than twelve ^ousoud men had 
on the Italim side of the Apennines, perished mti^ hospitals auum the troops 
and, by I’eudetine them masters of the went luto their cantonments, and twen 
valleys of the Oima, the Bormida, and ty five thousand were fftiU sick only 
the Tanaro, afforded every facility, at twenty five thousand, out of a nomiu^ 
the oommenoement of the following force of sixty thousand, were in % con 
campaign, for achieving l^e great ob dition to take tbe held, and they, having 
ject of sepaiating the Austiian from the long been reduced to half a ration a day, 
Piedmontese hx>ops lu Savoy, the early looked more like spectres than men. it 
fall of the snows piecluded active opei was not till the begmnmg ol June that 
ations at that ngorous season, but the the Republican foices were so much 
Flench continued to occupy their ele strengthened, by remforcemonts from 
vated position on the summits of the the intenot, as to be able to take the 
ridge of Mont Gknovre, Mont Oeuiaj and held. The fall of Figueroa and Rosaa 
the Little 8t Bernard gave the French a seeuxe base fox then: 

17 This battle, the most decisive yet campaign in Catalonia, but ihe opera- 
gaiued from the oommeucemoxt of the iions there, though upon tbe whole 
wax by the Republican forces, is weU successful, were not of any decisive inx 
deserving of cousideraUou It was ^xe poxtanc& The Spanish army m that 
hrst instoce of the successful apphea quarter was stationed on the liver 
tion by tbe b ranch troops of those prin Fluvia. Several combats of mconsider 
ciplesofstiategywhichwmra afterwards able importance took place, the most 
earned to such perfection by Napo remarkable of which waa that of Bezalu, 
loon. It IS the mst victory in which where Augereau, with a small force, 
the stiength ot the adverse army was defeated nil the e£^brt3 of the Spanish 
at once bioken by the number of pn army The opposing armies wei'C still 
aoneis and artillery whwdx were taken, on the Fluvia, when fixe treaty of peace 
The same principle which the English betwem the two powers suspended all 
adopted under Rodney and How e^that fui ther hostxhtieB. 
of breaking the hue, and falling with an 19 It was in Biscay that the decisive 
overwhelming force upon <me wing-^ action took place which hastened this 
Was here carrMtdmto execution with de important event Twelve thousand 
oisive effect It is worthy of observa- men, detached from the army of La 
tion, that this system was thus fully Vendee? and repUmed in that quarter^ 
understood and practioally exemplified by ^e troops who had been engaged m 
by Massena, before NapohMm ever bad reduction of Lux^bourgrailength 
tito command of anarmy, another {woof put the Fienoh commander in a eoncU 
among the many which exish that even tion to take the field. Towards the end 
tbe greatest gemtkS cannot by more than of June, the campaign commenced by 
a few yeare antnnpato the h^ta of the an unsuccessful s^mpt of French 
age. Such a plan k the natural ;reuuidt u^n the corpa ooxiuxuknded by Filan 
ol consoioua prowess, and m .eatperl hut^ the bejgmmng of July 

eimedsupenoxity in emhbab, vduohkada Honoey forced the passage of tho^nver 
thoattac)ungforoefothrOwitS«4^ w^V attack with 

out hesitation, into the midst tike bdb eimtre, eucceedod m dividing the 
enemy's oolnmue It wQl never be ^anaehamymfo two partly and inter-^ 
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poamg a hostile force between them 
Gene^ Crenpo, who commanded the 
SpHtnah left, w oa bo vigoiouBlj pursued 
by the Republicans ihat he was com 
pclled to abandon both Bilbao and 
Vitona aud found himRclf driven to 
the fi ontiers of Old CUstile, with a force 
reduce<l by the sword and desertion to 
seven tliouaoud men The left wing of 
tlie invading aiuay was not so success 
ful, fuid proparationa were making for 
the investment of Bam]|3luna, when 
hostilities were terminate by the in 
telligence of the ti'eaty of Bde, con 
duded on the 12th July between the 
host^e i>oweis By this treaty Spam 
leeognised the French Republic and 
ceded to France the Spanish half of the 
idand of St Domingo, an acquisition 
more embarassmg than voidable, in the 
state of anarchy to which the precipi 
tate measures ^ the emancipation of 
the negroes had reduced that once 
dourislung colony In return, the Re 
ublic relinquish^ all its conquest in 
pam, and the ft ontiers of the two 
states were fixed as before the com 
niencement of hostilities The prinu 
pal advantage gamed to France by Hus 
treaty, and it proved in the end a most 
important one, was the command which 
it gave Hie government of two expen 
enced and courageoua armies, which 
W0r<3 forthwith transferred to the Beat 
of war in the Alps, and powerfully con 
idbiitodlioHke^etttachievem^tswhich 
m tim aignthsed the 

prcgr09a>of the maf of Rely 
m Ihishigtimwhole wmterof 1794, 
theuncoziquenijfcde^haimttemamtam 
w?Hi a few thotuiaud men, the contest 
in ta Yendde The increase of tho Be 
jiubhcan foteee, Hie dumnut^on of his 
« own foUowen^ seemed only to aui^ent 
the resources of hm courage So highly 
was hifl i»rlKed„ that Su 

wam>ff w)^ Ins own hand a let 
ter etpmsive ol his admiration, and 
all tile pnnceaof Europe loo|c^ to him 
as Hie only man capside of restormg 
the roy^ cause. Bat efto the &li of 
Robespierre, and the exsedbee); of Oar 
ncr more mod^a^ ideas hegoh to prb 
vmI m the Freneh goyemment, and 
the Committee of Solvation be- 
came weary of a cont^ sqipar^tly 


terminable, and ahich consumed lu 
intestine war a large portion of the 
foices of the Republic At the sugges 
tion of Carnot, they published a pro 
damation, couched lu terms of reoou 
ciliation and amity, and this having 
led to an address in similar terms from 
the Royalist chie&, conferences took 
place between the contending partieb, 
and a treaty was concluded at La Jaul 
naiB for the final pacification of the 
west of France 

21 The principal conditions of this 
treaty were the according the free and 
imdisturbed exercise of their religion 
to the inhabitants of the insurgent dis 
tnct, the establudiment of a corps of 
two thousand temtonal guards, com 
posed of tlie natives of the coimtiy, and 
paid by goTemment, the iimncdiato 
paymeqt of two millions of firaucs fur 
the expenses of the war, vaiious in 
demmties to the greitest sufieiers from 
ita ravages, the removal of the eequee 
tratzon laid on the property of the emi 
grants, and all those condemned by Hie 
Revolutionary Tribunal, the tacit per 
mission to the i>fiople ^ retam then 
aims, and nu exemption from evciy 
kmd of tax, levy, or requisition. Ou 
their side, the Royalists engaged to 
submit to the laws (tf theRepUDlic, and, 
as soon as possible, surrender their ar 
tiUexy There were al'Hi secret articles, 
the exact nature of which baa nevci 
been asoertamed, but Charette and the 
Royalist party always znainiomed, timt 
they contained an engagement on the 
].>ftrt of the Oouventioz], as soon m the 
state bf pubhc feeling would admit of 
it, to restore the monarchy This traai>, 
though not a^ the time embraced by 
Stofilet and the Chouans, was shortly 
after acceded io them id0<s ^lue 
days after the signature of this treaty, 
Charette aud htt offieommade a triym 
phal ^3^ into Kantes, nmidBt the ac 
htofttums of the inhAbitants Die 
clMHgee of Artillery amouaoad the pas 
boge <>f the l 40 ife, of so m^y 

Bepubhaan atrocities, by the Royabst 
who wae mounted oU a splendid 

chaig^, dressed ih u itli the Roy 

abst BG«^,And a plume’Ox vihite feathers 
on his head Four of his heubmanta 
rodO by aide, arrayed m the some 
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mannei t which formed a striking con 
trast to the dress of the commiSBionera 
of the Convention, distmgoished chiefly 
by the red cap of liberty 

22 Bnt after the first tumults of pub 
lie joy had subsided, it becfane evident 
that the treaty as a truce rather than 
a final paciflcation, and that the seeds of 
inextinguishable discord subsisted be 
tweenineoppositepartiea TheRoyallata 
and the Bepubh cons each assouated ex 
elusive^ with their own party Theoffi 
core of Charette a):>pear6d at the theatre 
with the white cock ide, tliough he him 
self who liad so often rivalled Cohgny 
ill war, surpassed him m prudence and 
caution during peace Carefully avoid 
ing every meuacrag or hostile expires 
Sion, he was yet reservfe.d and circum 
speet in his domeanour, and it was evi 
dent to all that, though anxious to avoid 
an imtnodiaie rupture, he had no con 
fide^ice in the continuance of the ac 
oommodotion The members of the 
Committee of Public Salvation were 
impressed with the same convictioii 
The answer they made to then fnends, 
when preseed on the subject of the 
treaty, was—“ We have little reliance 
on the submission Charette, but we 
are always gaiamg time, and preparing^ 
the means of cinishing him on the first 
’symptom of a revolt' In tnith, the 
lUpublican pride had too good leason 
to be mortified at this tit^aty Con 

of all their other enemies, i^hey 
weie yet seemingly humbled by their 
own eubjects and the peasants of La 
Vendee had extorted terms which the 
kings of Fnrope bad m vain contended 
for It IS poinfid to thmk that the re 
newal of hostilities m thw distnct> lind 
Its '^ngio termination, was owmg to the 
delusive Impes held out by* and the ill 
judged wnirouce Great Biitain 

23 IncMedaby the flattermg ac¬ 
counts of the Migrants, the Irtish 
goverum^t had longheenmakinggreat 
preparations for nd^ent on the west^ 
em coast of Fraaoe,by noorps of those 
ex|>atiiated nobles whose fbrtnn^ had 
been rendeied aQ but desperate by th^ 
Revolution Its auceess appeam to 
them So certain^ that all the terrors ok 
the laws agatn^ them could not |ire^ 
vent a large force fiom being reemtsd 


among the emigrants in Britain and 
Germany, and the pnsoners of war in 
the prisons The government 

judged, perhaps wisely, that, as the tx 
pected movement was to be wholly 
nationcd, it would be inexpedient to 
give the command of the expedition to 
a British commander, or support it by 
any considerable body of Biitish tioops 
The forces embarked consisted of six 
thousand emigrants In the ^y of Git it 
Britain, witl^ regiment of i^llterymen 
from Toulon, and they earned with 
them eighty pieces of cannon, with all 
thou ec^uip i^es and arms, and clothing 
for eighty thousand men They^were 
divid^ into two corps , the first com 
manded by Puisaj e, whose representa 
tiona had caused the adoption of the 
plan , and the second by the Count de 
i^ombreuil A third division of British 
troops was destined to support the two 
first, when they had made good then 
lanihng on the hiencU ooafit The 
commaml of the whole was given to the 
Count d Artois and great hopes were 
^tertoined of its success, not so much 
from the numeiical amountof theforoe^ 
onboard os the illustrious names winch 
the nobles bore, and the expected cu 
operation of theChouans oiidVendeans, 
who had engag6<% on the first appeal 
ance of a prince of the blood, to place 
eighty thousand men at his disposal 
24 The naval afFurs of the I ranch, 
on the woatem coast, hod been so un 
fortunate as to promise every facility 
to the invading force In winter the 
Brest fleot> m obedience to the positive 
orders of government, put to sea, but 
its law and jnexpenenoed crews were 
totally unable to fece the tempests, 
which kept even the hardy veterans of 
Great Biitain m tiieir harbours The a 
squftdi on was dispersed by a storm, five 
sJnps of the line Vere lost^ and the re 
mainder so much damaged that twelve 
line of battle ships were alone able m 
June to put to sea* This fleets aooom 
paUied ^ thixteen fn^tea, surpriaed 
theadvanoed guaidof theCnaimel fleets 
under the dbnumoid of Adtairal Com 
wslhs, n^ Belle Isle, on the 7th June, 
but Was jthe skill and mtre|)hhLty 
of i(he Bnimt admiral, that he sue 
eeeded m mamtejmfig a nitming fi^t 
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the whole day^ n-ud at length extnoated 
his little squadron, uithout any loss, 
from the fearful odds by whu h it was 
assailed Six days afterwards^ Lord 
Bridpoit, with fourteen ships of the 
line and tight frigates hove ih sight, 
and, after two days manceuviing, eac- 
ceeded in compelling the enemy to en 
^ge. The Biitzah admiral bore dow(t 
in two columns on the hostile de et, who, 
instead of ^awaiting the contest, luune- 
diately fell into coufu&ion^And strained 
evei> nerve to escape In the running 
fight three ships of the line were cap 
tnred by the ^tish, and, if the wind 
had permitted all their squadron to 
take part in the action, there can be no 
doubt that the whole French fleet 
would have been taken or destroyed. 
As It was, they were eo discomfited, 
that they crowded all sail till they 
reached the harbour of L'Onent, and 
made no attempt dunng the remainder 
of the season to dispute with the British 
the empire of the seas. 

25 Thisbrillianteng^;eraent having 
removed all obstacles m the way of the 
expedition, two divisions the emi 
grants set sail, and on the 27th appeared 
in Quiberon Bay They immediately 
landed, to the amount m all of about ten 
thousand men, and made ihemselves 
masters o( Fort Penthi^vre, which de 
fends the entrance of the penmstJa of 
the same name Encouraged by ihis 
euecesB, tiiey nixt disembarked w the 
immense stores and the of aitil 
1^, Whhfli were uttended to equip Uie 
whede Royalist forces of the west of 
France But dissensioiis immediately 
afterwards brdke out bstwe^ Puisaye 
and d Hemlly, nettb^ of whom was 
dearly invest^ with the supreme di 
^roetion, the former having the oofii 
rnkud of the emigrant^, the latter of die 
Bntish forces At same dins, a 
small force detached iiito the interior 
having expedenoed a diedc, the 
were the peninsula and 

&rta The CSbouauiSy indeed* flecked 
in great numbers b and ten 

thousand of those brave irtmlam were 
armed and clothed ftom we British 
fl^, but it was soon diseov^r^ that 
their desultoty mode ^ Was 

altSDgettot imtoited ror ec^opemion 


[CKAP XVIII, 

With regular forces, and, on the first 
occasion on %vhioh they encountered 
the Repubheans, they dispei'oed, leav 
mg the emigrants exposed to tho whole 
shock of the enemy This check was 
decisive of the fate of the expedition , 
the troops were all crowded into the 
peninsnl^ hues hastily constructed to 
defend its entrance, and it was deter 
mined to remain on the defensive—a 
rumous policy for an invading force, 
and which enu hardly fidl of msunug 
its destruction. 

26 Meanwhile, on inconceivable de 
gree of agitation pievoiled m the Mor 
bihan, and all along the western coast 
of Franou The appeoranco of a tew 
vessels in the Bay of Quiberon, befoie 
the fleet ai^ved, filled ihe peasantry 
with the most tumultuous joy, withoi;^ 
the aid of oouners or ttlegi aphs, the m 
telligenoe spread in a few horn's through 
^e whole province, and five hundred 
thousand individuals, men, women, and 
ohaldren, spent themghtroundtheircot- 
tagei^ too anxious to sleep, smd expect¬ 
ing by every breeee fhrther information 
One m their chie&, d Allegri, embarked 
on board a fishing vessel, and reached 
Lord Cornwallis s vessel, fi^om whom 
received a liberal supply of powd^^r, 
which was openly disembarked on the 
coast. Instantly the whole population 
was at work, every band was turned 
towards the manufacture of the imple¬ 
ments of ^war 1 he lead was stnpi from 
the roofk of the houses and churches, 
and rapidlyconv^ted into balls, ihs 
women and duldrea made oartri^es, 
universal joy prevailed, iht moment of 
deliverauoe appeared to be at hand. 
The intelligeooe of the dzeembarkation 
ci the Royobst forees excited the ut 
mmit sensation through all France, and 
demonstrated what might have been 
the iwmlti, W a nowesfub army capable 
of arreatbffi theRejpubhtans in the field, 
had been wtrown into the western pro 
vtaoes, wfaSe Its numeroos bends were 
etgamead in m effective xnmn^r 
i? HoeheimmediaAiely took the most 
vigorous measumi to face the danger 
His forces ware so disposed as to over 
awo Bnttony, and etifle the symptoms 
of mturteoUon whioh mamfested them 
s^vee in that extensive distnot, while 
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he himself, haTmg collected seven thoti 
saud men, proct^ed to the attack of 
the p€3iiu8ula of Quibpron On the 7th 
Jnl}, he advanced fn close columns to 
the hues, and, after a emazi; action, 
diove tho Bo^uliste b^ck lu confusion 
to the mtieuched camp which they had 
formed near Fort Pcntm6vre Tlus dis 
aster led to an open rupture between 
the emigrants and €houan chiefk Mu 
tually exTsperated, they accused each 
other of the bad suecess of the opera 
tions, and many thousands of the letter 
disbanded, and sought to escape from 
the peninsula. While vigour and reso 
lution thus charactensed all the opera 
iioQs of the Republicans, disunion and 
miaunderstimding paialysed the no 
mense force which, under able and 
united management, might have been 
placed at the dispose of the Royalists 
1 he Royalist Committee at Pans, eithei 
Ignorant of, oi dctei mined to counter 
act the designs of Puisaye on the coast, 
sent instructions to Charotte and tho 
Vetideans in Lower Poitou, to attempt 
xia morement till the fleet appeared on 
his own ^ores He, m consequence, 
renewed his treaty wi^ the Convention 
at the very time when the expedition 
was appeanng off Qmberon Bay, and 
refused to accept the arms, ammuni 
tioD, and money which I ord Comwal 
lis tendered to him, to enable him to 
act with efleot. At the very tune when 
e\er> thing depended upon un^ of ac 
tion, and a vigorous demonal^ion of 
strength in the outset, the lloyahsts of 
Poitou, Anjou, Upper Bnttwy, and 
Mame, wore kept in a state of iniu^vity 
by the Boyahst Committee, while the 
emigrants and the peasants of the Her- 
bih^, not a tenth part of the real force 
of the insurgents, sustained the whole 
weight of the Republican attack. 

28 The tniseair of the troops, ootoped 
up in the canip> soon bename 
Eighteen thousand men found the% 
selves shut up m a oomerof land, wit^* 
out tents or lodgings of any sort to 
tect them fVom the weatber> and t)ze 
Want of provisions soon rendered 
absolutely necessary to discover some 
xusans of enlarging the sphere of thexr 
operations In this extremity, PunAtje, 
whose courage rose with the diffloul^ee 


with which he was surrounded i eaolvcd 
to make, an effort to rnise the blocknde 
He was the more encouiaged to make 
this attempt fiom the amvil ot the 
third division jof the expedition, under 
the Count de Somhreui], with the best 
regiments of tlie Royalists, and beaiing 
the commission to himselt as command 
or m chief of the w hole allied forces, 
h 01 thcattempt, foui thousand Cliou uis, 
under the command of Tintemac, were 
sent by sea t^the*poiut of ^ James, to 
attack the Kepublicaa intaenchmeiits 
in rear, while Count Vauban, with three 
thousand, was despatcliod to Camac, to 
combine with him in the same o^eet, 
and Puisaye, at the head of the mam 
body, them m front. 

29 Notmthstonduig the extensive 
line, embracing twenty leagues, over 
which this attack on tho Republican 
mtrenchments was combined, it might 
have been attended with success, had 
not Tmteuioc,milled by orders received 
from the Royalist Committee at Palis, 
been mduced, aftei huzding, to move to 
Elvin, where he indeed destroyed a He 
pubhuin deta<diment, but was prevent^ 
ed hum taking any peui: m the decisive 
action which ensued on the peninsula. 
Meanwhile Vauban, repulsed atOamac, 
was compelled to re embai^ his ti oops, 
and came bock only in time to witness 
the rout of the mm body of the Royal 
lats. Puisaye, ignorant of these disas 
ters, marched out of his camp, at day 
bre^, on the Iflih, at the head of four 
thoumd five hundred gallant men, 
and advanoed towards the enemy The 
Republicans fell back at his approach 
to their intrenchments, and a distant 
dischaige of musketry made the Royal 
lets believe that Tinteniac and Vauban. 
had already begun the attack m the 
rear, and that the decisive moment was 
come Full of jojr and hope, Puisaye 
gave the sigua] mi the assart, and the 
ezmgmnt battalions advanoed with the 
utnms^ intrepidity to ihe foot of the re^ 
dout^, but Bcax^y had,^y readied 
them, when several masked batteries 
opened aterrlble fire of grape, a show^ 
of musketry from above mowed down 
their ranks, while the atrength the 
works m Hont rendered imy Author 
advance imposaibia The expeeted at^ 
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tack m the real uover appeared the Hocho, torn in pieces by the unexpeot 
Royalists were exposed ilooetothede ed disohargo, were falling into coutu 
atructive hie from the uitienchments, sion, and preparing to fly, when a loud 
and, aftei suatamnig it foi some time shout from the other Bide announced 
with firmness, Pmsiye, seeing that the the success of the escalading party un 
expccti d divti*aion not taken place, del Mcnaye, and the flashes of the can 
gave the signal for a retreat It was non showed the tricolor fisg flying on 
soon converted into a i out h^ the Re the higliest part of tho fort At this 
publican cavaU}, which issued with joyful eight the RepublicoDB returned 
fury out of the l)eHiegers lines, and with fury to the charge, the walls weio 
threw the retiring columns into disor quickly scaled, and the j^yaliats dmon 
der D ifervilh ivas k^ed, and the from their post with such precipitation, 
Rc^aLuts weie dnren back with such that a laiige park of artillery placed m 
^ ehenience to the fort on the peninsula, one of the most advanoed quarters was 
that, but for the fire of the British abandoned 

cruiper^ the enemy would have entered 31 Meanwhile Puisaye and Vauban, 

it pell mell with the fugitives who were awakened by the noise, m ide 

30 This bloody repulse was a mortal ineffectual efforts to i^ly the fugitives 
stroke to the Rojahata Tmteniac, re m the peninsula. It was no longer poa 
tumiiig from his unfortunate di^esaion aible Terror bad sei/ed c very heart, 
to Elvm towards the scene of a^,tion, on omigruits, Chouans, men and women, 
the follow mg day, w as encountered and rushed in confusion tow ards the beach 
killed, after Aspersion of his forces, while Hoche, vigorounly following up 
by a light column of the Jh pubheaus lua success, was driving them before 
On the same day Sombreud disem himatthe point of the bayonet Rle\en 
barked his forces, but they amved in hundred brave meh, tho reruams of tho 
the fbrt only in tune to be involved m emigrant legions, in vain formed their 
the massacre which was approaching ranks, and demanded with loud ciies 
Hoche, resolved not to let the Royahsta to be led back to regain the fort Puis 
recover from then ooneteniation, de aye had on board the Butish 
tenmned to atonn the fort by escalade, squadron, in order to pui in safety Ins 
without going through a regular siege correspondence, which would have com 
On the night of the 20th diuy, the Re promised almuirt the whole of Bnttany, 
pubheans advanced in silence ^ong the and the young ahd gallant Sclubreuil 
shore, whole tho r*w of the waves, oe could only draw top hia littlS odpps on 
ORsioned by a Violent wind, prevented the la^j|«xtreniify of the sand, while 
the sotind of their footsteps bemg heard the sumundmg waves were flll^ with 
in tfhe Aiti A diviioon, under Itenaye, unfortnnaie fiimtiVes, striving, amidst 
UireW thiemselves into ^ sea, in order loud cries end lowers of balls, to gam 
to get found the ro^ on which the the fishing baiitB which hovered near 
redoiflbte were etee^ while Hodie the shore. Many of ^ese boats sank 
himaelf advaaoednidth memam body to from the di%>wds which fiUed f h^> end 
escalade the rampartom&osh Menaye seven hun^^jmsons losiiheir lives 
advanced hi sQ^ce the water up m that way,r The British fiert, Atom 
to the shouldem of his grenadiers, and, the violCstee of the iempesi^ waaunablc 
though many W«:vieWattbwedup% Hit to approach tiie shore,ijuid the remains 
waves, a suftotent number got through of the emigraDte were Mtpported only 
the perilous peas to asoenu the rocky by the hra of a Brithh corvette, which 
ascent of th^&rton ^ aide nett the swept iht beach At length the Ee^ 
seiu MeanwJpathe gsmson, confident epubucaus, pejaeteftted with admu'atioii 
in their numbers, was reposing m fan-t at the noble conduti of their enemies, 
cxed ssounty, when the serrtmels on the oslled out to thorn to lay do^ their 
walls discovered a l(^gmoTi^ chadors BOrms, and they should ber teeated os 
at the foot of the wei^ The alarm pnsonets of war, and Sembremk w>th 
Was ittstenbly given, the cannon fired genius devotion^ sthmlistea that tlm 
on the hvifig mass, and the of the soldiers Should be spared. 
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niid the tmignuts alIo\\e(i to cnibaik, 
without providing, for hia uwn personal 
fiafet ^ Tho capibulatiou waa agreed to 
by liunxbeit and thv officers present, 
tnouglx Hoche was not implicated in 
this ut^roement, and upon its conclu 
Hiou m officer was despatched through 
tho feuif, who With great difficulty 
icxched the corvette, and ttopped its 
destructive fire * 

82 The wretched fugitives, numbei-a 
of whom were women, who had crowd 
1 d round this last band of then defend 
eis, now lushed in despair into the 
wives, deeming instant destruction pre 
furable to the hngermg torments await 
ing them from then conquerors fiom 
the beach, the Republicans filed at tht u 
heads, while many of the Royalist ofii 
ocra, m de&pair, fell on their swords, 
az d others had then bauds cut ofi lu 
chugmg to tho boats, which were al 
ready loaded with fugitives Tliough 
uumbei s w ere drowned, yet many were 
saved by the skill and intrepidity of the 
boats of the British fieet who advanced 
to their aasifitancc One of the last 
which approached the Biitish aquadrou 
contained the Duke of Levis, severely 
wounded Buch waa the multitude 
w Inch crowded the shore, that the boats 
were compelled to keep off foi few ot 
being sunk by the nuifibers who rushed 
into them *‘Appioach* mmlaimed 
the Fren*^ to the boatmen, ** we ask 
you only to take up out comjB^der, 
who le meeding to death *’ llie on 
sign bearer of the regiment of HerviUy 
added, Only save my stmdard, and I 
die content ” with heroic self devotion 

• Humbert advanced with tho white fiag 
aiidsaidaloud so as tobe heard by the whole 
luie Xay down your inns, Burreuder the 
prisoiiors shall be Bparod * Atthe Same time 
he asked 4 wmferenoQ witii the Boyahst gen 
tral Sonibreuil advaacciSj and alter a foW 
mmutoM umvcrkitlon aith l^e l^piU^ean 
returued to hw owlft troops and Calleii out 
aloud tliat he had agreed on a (Mpjttawcn 
with Uic general of me enom\ Maiiy of his 
offit ms, more tvccuaiomed to the tieacherj of 
the Bo|mbUc.iua rehised to trust to tliUlpro> 
and declared that they would rather 
fight it out to tho last What i * said Hem 
broml <»do jou hot boMpvo tho word of a 
Frenchman’^— llu toth of tho Republic 
aus said Umlivy is so well known to me 
ttnit t win engage wo shall all bo saontficed 
His prophecy prOiSd too true. 

nt 


thiy handfd up thru leader and stind 
ard, and returned to the Republic iii 
fire, which speedily destroyed them 
S3 Talizen, whom the Convention 
hod sent down with lull powers, a& 
commifisioner of govennuent, to Quibo 
ron Bax, madS an atrocious use of this 
victor} and stained with ineffaceiblc 
disgrace the glorv of bis tnumph ovt i 
Robespierre In defianco of the verb il 
capitul ition enteied Into witfi the Rox 
alists hy Himbert and the officers en 
gaged 111 the comb it, he caused the emi 
grant prisoners, eight hundred m num 
ber, to be conveyed to Aui ay, where 
they were confined in the chuigihes, 
xvhich had been converted into tempo 
raiy piisona, while he himself repaired 
to Palis, where, by a cruel repori^ he 
prevailed upon the government to die 
1 egard the c ipitulition, and bathe then 
hands in the blood of the noblest men 
m France The emigrants, said he> 
that vile assemblage of ruffians bus 
taihed by Pitt, those execrable authors 
Of all our disasteiv, have been driven 
into the waves by the brave soldiers 
of the Republic, but the waves have 
thrown them bade upon the sword cf 
the law In vam have they sent for 
ward flags of truoe to obtain conditions, 
what le^ bond can exist between us 
and rebels, if it be not that of \en 
geance and death ? ’ In pursuance of 
this advice, th4 Convention decreed 
that the pnsofiers should be nut to 
di^th, notwithstanding the efforts of 
the brave Hoche, who exerted himself 
on the side ot mere} 

84 The unfortunate men were soon 
aware of the fkte 'which awaited them, 
and their conduct tn the last exUeouty 
reflected as mueh hofioor on the Roy 
alist, as their murder did dxsgiace on 
tbe Repabhean cause The ministers 
of religion penetrated into thoi^e asy 
lums of apfsroachmg deaths and isk^ 
Christian f^th supported the last hours 
of their numerous mmotijB An oM 
iliriest, coxcred with rags ctud flRh, one 
of the few who had escaped tlto tniford 
of the Republicans, conveyed & oim 
eolatioQs to the numerous cmii$rtea, 
and they joined with him ni the hust 
offices of lehgion. Their hst papers 

0 
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■wefe for then* king, their Countij, and 
the pardon of their enemies To the 
executiouers they gave the g^irments 
^ich were still at l^u disposal Such 
was the impresaion produced by the 
touching spectacle, that even the Be 
publican eoldiere, who had been brought 
up witlxout any sort of rehgious im 
pressions, were moved to tears, and 
joined, uncovered, in the ceremozues 
which th^ then, many of them, for 
the first fime m tb^r lives, had wit* 
nessi d W hen brought Ktfort the mil 
itary commission, Sombreuil disdained 
to make any appeal m favour of him 
self ^ but asserted in the most solemn 
terms, that the capitulation had guar 
anteod the lives of his followers, that 
but for a solemn promise to that effect, 
they would have perished with arms 
in their hands, that their death was 
the work of executioaera, not sol 
diers, and that their destruction was 
a enme which neither Ood nor man 
would pardon When led out to execu 
tion, he 2 efiised to have hia eyes band 
agod, and when desired to kned 
down to receive the fatal discharge, 
replied, after a moment's refiection, 1 
Will do BO, but I bend one knee to my 
Qod, and another to my sovereign 
The other victima who were brought 
forwcu'd, insisted m such vehement 
tezbia on capitulation, that the Be 
publican officem were obliged to give 
th^m a respite, but the Convention 
r< fused to listen to the dictates of bu 
manity, and they were a}l ordered for 
execution Seven huudrm and eleven 
penshed ^yith a eonstancy worthy a 
happier fate, Uxb reisaai&der were euf 

* The RepubMcaa authori of the valuable 
' History of the RovolulAon by Two Friends 
of liberty much to thetrhonour, admltthat 
thU violation of the ^pfbdatifai at Quiberop 
was indefensible Vfe shall not ipauire 
sow say they with whom the truth hes^ 
we shall Only tdee It Ibr granted 

know^ £t0m tiie decrees the flite 
resorved for those taken with arms in tbmr 
handa would aotsumnder without ^pulat- 
lug that theh lives should be spared ib&ttba# 
the general and ^ w^r es o h iatwe, Wbo^ 
doubtleaa Were not p r ee i w at eapitulft- 
did not look tu^n t^ksnuf^ves as wisul 
by it and thousht that ^ey on^t rigoi^s- 
ly to carry out thb de«^iSM, bidiw tnorebv^ 
goaded by poUtlou reasQiiMaSS calledIbT 
an example to be nude wi^oat 
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fered to escape by the indulgence of 
the soldiers who were intrust^ with 
their massacre, and the humanity of 
the oommiBSipner who succeeded Tal 
hen in the command. These atiooioms 
soenea took place in a meadcw near 
Auray, still held in the highest venerai- 
tion by the inbabitantSi by whom it is 
termed the field of martyrs.* 

35 The broken remams of the Quibe 
ron expedition were landed in the Isle 
of Houat, where they were soon after 
joined by an expedition of two thou 
sand five hundred men &om Baigland, 
which took posscssiou of the Isle Uieu, 
and where the Count d’Artois assumed 
the command. The inauigenta of La 
Yendde, under Charette, fifteen thou 
sand strong, mainhed in three columns 
to the Sables d Olonne to join ihe ex 
peditxon, but so lapid and decisive 
were the measures of Hoche, that they 
were soon assailed by a superior force, 
and compidled to seek safety by separ 
ating in 4he forest of Aieenay Sevc* 
ral partial insurrections at the same 
time broke out m Bnttany, but, from 
want of concert among the Boyalist 
chiefs, they came to nothing Soon 
after, the Bntisb exptsdiiion, not hav 
ing met with the expected co opera 
tion, abandoned Isle Lieu, which waa 
found to be totally unseiviceable as a 
naval etatiln, and returned with the 
Count dA;L*toia, who evuiced nutbei 
spuit coiiduct in this lU fated ser 
vice, ti|6rea.t Bsltaim Chaiette, in de 
i^ir ^ the departure of the expedi 
tion, said to the Count de Qiignon, who 
bro^htthemteUigeuoe,''Tell the pnnee 
that you have brought my death war 

to blame these motives, or to Justify tho men 
who returned to ttu»r native country os ro 
bels, we incline to think that it would have 
been better to dedare them einigranto not to 
he Frenchmen and treat them as prieouers 
•0t yrtir dit Zoeft^ooiahon par peux 

dr* la Llbifil XW lie, 117 The Bog 
Hsh histonen fbd no bedtation in con 
demnlng^crud idoUtion ofa tnfii tnry o^i* 
talatikW4«^‘wbensa4d mhave b^ 

ns^ beeaam he will InWe oooesiOQ to pass 
A dtaiisr judgment Oh stmltor vwlaboae oi 
Wlirtary ocaivention^ even whvft^^ttnded 
With lees tragic eonie<ttt!Mioee-‘te tk® effos 
ofb^wartauiberg'abrtokh of theOwwmtion 

of Riiwdoii ohim twu and 

of H^eon • violation or the Cap itulation of 

Hoplge, xxvm 198 99 
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rant to day 1 am at the Hood of fifteen 
thounaud men , to motrow I shall not 
hare fifteen hundred. Nothing remains 
for me but to fiy, or seek a glorious 
death My choioe is made, I shall 
l^nsh with mj arms in my hands ’ 
His ludignatioa exhaled in a letter to 
the Count d'Artois, in which he openly 
accused faim of cowardice But his po 
sition was no longer tenable, he was 
obliged to fly mto the interior From 
that moment the affairs of the Royal 
ists rapidly dedbiied m all the weeteni 
protinoea, the efforts of the Chouans 
and Vendeans were cjufined to an in 
considerable guenlla warfare, and this 
was finally extinguished in the succeed 
mg year by the great army and able 
dispositions of Hoche, 'whom the Diiec 
tory invested, at the end of the cam 
paign, with the supreme command. It 
IS painful to leflect how different might 
hare been the issue of the campaign, 
had Great Britain rosily put forth lie 
stiength in the contest, and, instead 
of landing a few thousand men on a 
coast bristling with bayonets, sent 
thirty thousand to make head against 
the Kepubbeans, till the Royahsts were 
so organised as to be able to tfdce the 
field with regubtf troops 

8fi Thesituation of the armies on the 
northern and esatem fitmtiei remamed 
the same as at the coacitmon oi the 
last campaign, but their strength and 
effioienoy 1^ singularly d^ni^^hed 
during iho severe wmt^ ana sprang 
which followed. Moreau had received 
the command of the artny of the north, 
encamped m Holland, Joordaa^ that 
of the Satnbi^ and iMeuse, atatioxied on 
the Rhine near Cologne, Pichegru, 
that of the army of the cantoned 

firom May^oe to htrasburg But all 
these forces were m a state of Cktreme 
penury, from |h^ ^ papte* 

money in which their pay w&s receive*^ 
and totally destitute of the e^uspm^its 
fieoessery for cOnylng on a oampai|pi. 
They had neithei ooissoQis^ home, no% 
magaciiiiefi, the eddtera were almost 
nabd, and the generaU frequen% 
m wa^ of the necessanes of life, ftoiA 
the fadove of the eight ficunes a-month, 
an advef, which ^brmed the inoonsider- 
idde but neeeasary oupplement to their 


paper salaries Those who were sta* 
tioned m foreign countnes contrived, 
mdeed, by con^butiona upon the van 
quished, to supply the deficiency of 
their nominal pay, and the luxury in 
which they Izv^ offered a strange and 
painful contrast to the destitute situa 
tion of their brethren on the soil of 
the Republic Jourdan had neither a 
bndge equipage to enable him to cross 
the Khme, nor a sufficiency of horses 
to move avtiilery aim baggage, 
Kleber, in ffont of Mayence, bad not a 
quartei of the artillery or stores noces 
sary for the siege of the place Disci 
phne had relaxed with the longoon 
tinned suffenngs of the soldiers, and 
the inactivity consequent on such a 
state of destitution had considerably 
diminished their mihtaiy spmh Mul 
titudes bod taken advantage of tiie re 
laxation of authority following the fall 
of Robespierre, to desert and return to 
their homes, and the government, ao 
far from being able to bnng them back 
to their colours, was not even able to 
levy consenpts m the mtenor, to sup¬ 
ply their place Many resorted to Pans, 
where the Convantion was happy to 
form them mto battalions, ioi their 
own protection agamat the fury of the 
Jacobin& Soon me inteliigenoe spread 
that the deserters were undisturbed m 
the interior, and this extended the 
contagion to such a degree, that in a 
short tome a fourth of ^e effective force 
hsui returned to their homes. Tbe 
soldiers thought they had done enough 
fbr their ooufitry when they had ro 
polled Ihe enemy fimn its frontiers, and 
advanced ita standards to the Rhine, 
the generals, doubtful of their author 
ity, did not venture to take severe mear 
snres with tbs refiactoty, and thoso 
who remained, discouraged by the loss 
of so great n number of their comrades, 
that depression which is the surest 
ficrerunner of defisai 
87 The Austrians, on the Other 
hand* ha^^ made the greatest efforts 
during the winter to rem&U'Oe their 
srauewandwiot having as yet exped- 
enced any pai*t of t)seexbaum(mWhidh 
extraordinary exer^n bad broug&b on 
the R^mbkcan forcai^ were in a mdch 
bett^ stxte, botii in of numbers, 
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riiMLiplme, and eqxupment Including 
the ooutingenU Su ibia and Bavaria, 
tlieir forced on thx. Rhine had been 
laised to 150,000 men, whik the 
French forces ou the eome fionUci, 
though uomixjallyaniouiitingto 370,000 
raeu could only muster 145,000 m the 
field * And such m aa the state of des 
titution of these forces, that the caxulry 
was almo<xt completely dismounted 
and Jourdan could not move a few 
inirches fr?ftn his suppliei until he got 
2o,000 horses for teo service of hi-i 
artilleiy The Rhine, that m^estic 
stream, so lofng the ^umlarv ot the 
Romjm empire, separated the contend 
xng aiimes from the Al|>s to the ocean. 
The Impenalists had the odvantngo 
ansiUg from the possession of M^yence 
That bulwark of the Oermanic Etnpii e 
hod been put into the best possible 
state of deronoe, and gave the Allies the 
means of making an inuption with se 
cuntytipon the left bank Kotwith 
stanwg this great advantage, such was 
the cbnsteru&on product by their 
former reverses, that they remained m 
active on the nght bank of the rrver 
till the end of June, when Marshal 
Bender, having exhausted all his means 
of subenetenee, and seeing no liopo of 
rehef, was compelled to eurrender the 
important forti^ of Luxembourg to 
the Bfipubhean generak. Ten^ousand 
men, isnd an hnmeiuHf tmn of artillery, 
on this ooewdon M into the hwds of 
the mcteis. 

3$ WhUethsImpenahste were^ 
ihe bid'warkof Ihe LoW^ Khine 
to Ml Into thtf hands etf tbe enei]^, the 
Prmce 6i (kmA^i on the tJpper Rtoe, 


* The distrihutipa of tee Bspubtlcan jhroes 
at the eomm^Mmeat or the campjdgn was 
as fiSWs, teiopsr dsdi^thdlr the 

Octachmeats laui 
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was engaged in a negotiation, by whu h 
be h<^[^ to procure the frontier foi 
tressesofAl^ceforthe Bout bon pimce^ 
Ttes pnnee, whose little corps formed 
part of the left wing of the Austrmu 
army, was engaged m a cortespondeuco 
with the malcontents m Al^e, and 
from them he kainod that Piohegim 
wa'j not altogether maocesslble to nego 
tiation In fact, that illustnous toon 
was, on many occountn, disocmtented 
both with hia own situation aad that 
of hiB country Like Dumouner and 
Lnfeyette, ho had been horror struck 
by the atrocities of the Convention, and 
saw no hope of permanent amendment 
m the wea& and disoiutod goveniment 
which had succeeded it, while, at the 
same time, the state of destitutiott to 
which, lu common with all the armv, 
he WAS reduced by the fall of the as 
signats, m which then pay was received, 
rendered him disoouteutm with a gov 
oFumeut which made such returns for 
great patriotic services During all 
the extremities of the Reign of Terror, 
Pichegraand hia army, instea<l of obey 
mg the ftangmnaiy orders of the Die 
tators, had done everything xu their 
power to furxuah the means of escape 
to their victimB He had nobly refused 
to exocote the inhuman decree, which 
forbade the Republican soldxi*r8 to make 
prisoners of th^ British troops, Hiaaol 
diers, after the conquest of Holland, had 
set a example of disciphne, and 
the sway he had acquired over them 
was Buen, as to prevent all the license 
uldmsdl^rdmation which hadftdlowed 
the conquest of Flanders by the forces 
of Dumoun^ In these cirenmstanops 
nothing was more natural m laudable, 
than that the same j^ieral who had 
BecarCd the htdependmice of hxs conn 
tty by his anas, should steive to estab 
lishite anjemal prosjs&ntyby the i* 
elorition of constitttnmial throne, 
and it IB ocpftdil he engaged m a 
conraBpond«mee the Pr^tnte of 
l^t tho atliatetaent ^ ^ pbjeot. The 
bfiOiWi ^allege that his 

WM eloikdh by different mo 

a month, was m reaUty 
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only one hundred francs, fiom the de 
preciatiou of the aud that he 

^ It Iddd to the o^er of a mar^hars baton, 
tilt gOYemment of Ahtate, n pension of 
200,000 fiaiics, tlie chateau and park 
of Choxnbord, and a million in silver 
No dtciaivt evidence haa yet been pro 
duced on the subject, but it is certain 
that, after |ax months consumed in 
mysterious communication, Pithegru 
hioko off the negotiation^ tmd prepared 
to obey the orders of the Convention, 
by commencing the compaigu. 

59 Wnrmsor, to 'whom the cabinet 
of Vienna had mtrusted the command 
of Its forces ou the Upper Rhine, rt 
maiued txU Uie beginning of September 
without making any movement M.u 
tually afmd, the hostile armies occu 
piod the opposite banks of the Rhine, 
without attempting to disquiet each 
other WurmseFs foi ces, including gar- 
iis6us, amounted to eighty thousand 
man , 'while those of Olairfait, moluding 
the same species of force, weie ninety 
SIX thousand. The formidable state of 
defence in which Mayeuce had been 
pi iced, left no hope of reducing it with 
iMit I regular siege, while a squadron of 
gun boats on the Rhine gavo the Allies 
thi oommand both of that stream and 
of the numerous islands which he on 
it4 bosom Jourdan^ having at length 
piocuredthenecessaiybndge equipage^ 
prei>aiotl to cross the nver in the be 
ginnmg of September On the 6th of 
that month he effected the passage with 
out ally serious Opposition, ai Eichel 
camp, Neuwicd} and Dus^dorf, and 
comp^od the gamson of the latter 
town to capitulate After repulerngghe 
Austuan corps m that vicunty^ hera- 
vanced slowly towards Lahn, and estab* 
li:*hod bmusw that stream a fort¬ 
night Afterwards Sl^wbile Fidhegru, 
in obedience W^the otders^f govern 
xnont, crossed theUpper Rhine atMahu 
heim, and| by the Errors of a b0m•^ 

bardtnsnh- compaSed that nnt^rtknt 

city^—one qf the bnl^ks oi 

Qerhumy—to c^tulate $hih n&cfx 
peeted event titu^atened ^ Change the 
fort(QSie of the war, for Fii^i^ru, irOW 
secure^ based on the Rhine, seemed 
equsiJ^ ih a situation tq cimWe 
Jouf^ for a genti^ attack on the 


allied forces, or to dn ect hw irms to the 
reductun of Mayence 

40 Alained by these pnc< esses, the 
Aufitnan generals niide the most pin 
dent dispositiuiH which could have been 
adopted to arrest the enemy Olaiifait, 
unable, after the lo$B of Mannheun, to 
defend the line of the Lahn, abandoned 
his position on that nvei, and fell back 
behind the Kaine, while Jourdan, fol 
lowing his o^oqent, and Having a di 
vision befoiwhrenbreitstein, descended 
into fhe nch valley of the Maine, aud 
invested Mayence on the left bank of 
thi Rhine, at the same time that 
pjehegm was debouching from Maun 
heim In these critical cii.cumfitanoe6, 
Claufmt displayed a degree of vigour 
and abihty which led to the most im¬ 
portant results. Reinforced by fifteen 
thousand Hungarian recruits, tJiat able 
genei si deemed himself m a situation 
to resume the offensive Accumulating 
hia forces ou his own right, ho sue 
cecded, by a skilful march, in toning 
the Fiench left, and forcing them to 
faU back into a situation '^ere they 
had bun in their fiont, and the Rhine 
m Iheir rear Jouidau was now lu the 
most perilous position His commu 
mcafcions bemg thieatened, bis ffank 
turned, Shd his reai resting on a great 
nver, exposed his army to destructiou m 
the event of defeat. To avert the catos 
trophe of the French amsy a centuiy 
before at Tuna, when Marshal Mai'sin 
was totally defeated by Prmce Fugene, 
no other course remained but to raise 
the Siege of Mayence, and fidl with his 
whda forces on Ctorfaiti> who was now 
in communication with Wurmsei, or to 
abandoa all his positions, and reoroas 
the Rhine 1%e disoxgazdsed state of 
lus army rendered the former project^ 
afterwards so abfy piaotised by Napo 
Icon before Mantua, Wpraehcam, and 
therefore he ofmanienced his retreat 
It was oondiicted ht utmost confu 
aioh, catnon, men, and horsSs amyed 
pdl mell Sft the bndgea ovei the Rhms, 
and hafdly fifty men of any oorpa were 
tobefound tegetner when thc^ rbgamed 
the left bank The loss in was 
incoxudd^ble, but the moral fonse 
q^uenoea of the iretrogfade mot^ent 
wss^equ!|7aZentt0AS^^i^d^(^^ Had 
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ClairfuibMi awnreof ciroumatanoef mBMures of the AuatnanB 'were so well 

a great a&d deoiai^eblow might have takeo^ that the French foaudthetneelvea 
ba^ sttuck for General Maroeau, tu assailod in all qaartera at once they 
whom the blockade of Lbrenbreitstmn made far some time an obstinate 
had been intrusted^ having burned hia fence in the second hne, but at length, 
flotilta whcu he raised the siege, some peroeiving that they were turned by 
of the burning vesaek were earned oih^ foreee, which had crossed below 
down by the stream to Neun led, where Mayenoe, they fell into oonfcsion^ and 
they act hre to the bridge eetabliahed fled m all directions Their loss mthm 
at that pUoe, which was speedily con bnlhant affair was three t|ho$ 9 g«^ iiieh» 
sumed with ^wentyffve thou and^th^ were dm^Vidj ^^wtlltxon, 

sand men who hfid not as repaseed, of ^hole tnd 

was now in a desperate situation stoveb, which With 

fortunately for him, the Allies so much care foruhe id the bul 

rent of the accident, and Clairfi^ttaboot wark of G^enmal^ t 
the aalne time relinquished Tim attaoc on tne'^ptii of ClauN- 

and drew his forces (iimmii iMPjlpWiii. fait was combined with other o^>era* 
where he meditated operadm which tions along the ^t^dtole line, from Oob 
soon, produced the most mB^taxit re leutz tq Iri^nbeim On the some day 
suits. which it took place, m ishuid, which, 

41 Suddenly abandoning the ptirauit the Rapubheans had foriifted a league 
of the Fiench left wing, this intrepid above Cotblenta, wascaptured, with two 
general turned by forci^ tnarohes to hattahous which composed itsgainsOn, 
\Iayence, at the head of a chosen corps, md by this success, whit-h rendeied the 
and at daybreak on the following morn evacuation of the tite d« pmU of hieu 
ing i&>ued out by several oolumns to at- wied unavoidable below Mayeuce, they 
tack the lines ci circuiovdlation which were entirely dnven to the left bank of 
werestill in thehandsot IheBepublioaiis the nver At the same time, Wunnsc^r 
ontheleftbankoftbenver These lihes, attacked sud corned ^e Utedtmnt 
the remains of which still ezoite the ad- erected by Pichcgru on the Neckar, 
miration of the traveller, were of im and thu success, coupled with the gi eat 
xa^se extend and requin^ an amay for blow struck by Ciairfait^ eomf^led 
Ihfur defence The French army hod Piohegru to retire behind the Pfnm, 
been engaged foi^ a year in then* con which was not accomplished without 
structiou, and they were gairitjoned by the utmost oonfusicm. The smidl num 
Thirty thousand men* The secret of the beroftroopswhiohClsirtaithadbrought 
march of the Imperial army bad been to the len bank <d the Rhtne» alone 
$0 well ptwvredf that the besiegers saved the Rapublicans on this oocasion 
were first apprised ot their amval by the gr^^t disasters. Fichegru 
the sight of the formidable columns had left agamson ten thousand strong 
which advanced to stoia3tthenrmtrench In Mannheim, and the position which 
meats. The Impenalists advanoed in be had Qcsapxed mmbkd him to com 
^ three columns, and in admirable order, momcate with the by his right 
to the assault, and Such wakr the ooa fionk Desptiuing^being able to ef 
sterhation of theKepilbhctms, that they feet its reducUou ss long os this com* 
abandoned the first une alxao^ without munioelaoii wasp£eservSdopen,the Aus 
o^wmtionu An event of Ihst deamnp^ iahmsreimived ta pledge the French 
tion is gen^idly deoisite of ‘Uie rSmut Arom thtir poaitkm. For this purpose 
mthedsfenceofiBtrmkdbmentSibeoauBB Qaitfhxt was rdnf<»%ed with twelve 
the defeudem are thunderstruck by sae« thotisasd men from the army of the 
ingljimr redoubtsforcedmaz^qixarter Upper lUm«^ mid Imimixiedmw 
midy tattead of thinking of diivt^badt prepondieas for on attack It took 
the ti^emy M m the open dskt, in. gua {dSM on the fbllowixi^ day , ondk idter 
mal give over stU tor tost, and tMfwe ^ ohsian•aev«sk^ne«^tl^B^ 
thenawlres tb a preoijiitad^ So wnre eompeStd to abai^on the 
itjnovsdontlinisme^o^^ fbe Ham nod nstue 
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baoh, laaving Maiuabeun to its own re Hediterraueftn, and at L’Onant, that 
souroea. nothing more of consequenoe took place 

43 While these important events atseaaunngtheremaindei oftbeyear 
were gomg forward on the Upper Rhine, The British availed themselves of their 
Jourdan, with tus dafeatad and dis maritime supremacy to make them 

force, was suffering the most selves masters of the important station 
camel perplexity on the Lower Hia of the C^pe of Good Hope, which sur 
army woe with dif&culty reorganised, rendtied to Sir James Craig on the 16th 
and put m a condition for active ser of September Unable to act in large 
vice, and the Directory having mean- squadrons, the French couhned them- 
while succeeded to the helm of affairs, selves to mere pijedatory eJpeditious, 
Cm not transmitted to him the moat and the vast latent of the British com 
pressing orders to advance to the sue meroe affoided them an ample field for 
oour of Mannh^m, which was now se this species of warfare, from which, to- 
verely pressed by the Austruma At ^arda the close of yeai, they de¬ 
length, towaids the end of November, nved great gams * 

he i)ut himself in motion at the head of 46 By the result of thiscampaign the 

forty thousand men, and advanced to Allies gamed considerable advantages 
the Nabe, in the midst of the most The career of Fiench conquest was 
dreadful weather But all Iuh efforts checked, the Kcpublioansoldiers driven 
were in vain The central position Of with di^'uce behind the I^iue, and 
Olmrfait and Wurmser both covered the while the Impenal forces, so lately dis* 
siege ot 'ybumheim and prav^ted the heartened and desponding, were presa- 
juuctiou of the Republican aimies , the mg forward withtheenergy of conquest, 
deities by whichacominunioation could their opponente, distracted and disi* 
itave been mmutamed were all m the orderly, had loat all the spirit by which 
luuds of the Impenaliets, mid after ae they were formerly animated The 
veral uufiucceasfhl attacks^ Jourdaii was movements of Claimii and Wunuser 
obliged to full back, leaving Mannheim proved that they had profited by the 
to its fate That strong fortress, with example of their odversoiies Their 
a garrison of ume thousand men, capi tactics were no longer confined to a war 
tniated at the same time to liVurmaer of posts, or the establishment of a cor- 
This impel tant event was decisive of don over an extensive line of country, 
the fate ot the campaign Wunnser, butshowedthatthey wereaware ofthe 
now reUeved from all apprehensions as value of an mtenor Ime of operations, 
to his communications, brought his and of the importance of bunging an 
whole forces to the left bank of the overwhelming force to the decisive 
Rhine, and drove bock Pichcgni to the pomt By adopting these principles^ 
lines ^ the Queiohr and the neiglhour- they ohedeed the caieer of conquesi^ 
hood of Landau, while Clearfutpraaed restored the spirits of their troops, and 
Jomndaa so severely, that be bsmui to not only counterbalanced the disad 
consttmota^mtrenohedoampat^^ vantage of inferior numbers, but in- 
ba^ wtth a view to seettrow passage hieted severe hisses upon their adver- 
overthe Moselle Xnthisdittastrouastate sanea This result was the natural ef 
it was with the Utmost yoy that he re feet oi tdie oontmuance of the contest, 
ceived a pioposftion from the Austri- The eaxar^ of a democracy is offieu 
ana, who, as wdl es idispr opponrats, midable a p^ciod of popular ex- 
were exhausted withths &iig^ of the oitemenf^ and is oapable of producing 
campaign, fora suapenaimi or arms dur^unparaUelad exertions for a Uouted 
mg the winter, m virtue of #hieh a period, but itseldom succeeds in mam*^ 
hue of demaroatton was drawn berate taming p lasting contest wi^ a regular 
the <K)ntendiagperti6s^ and bothering andoiganisedgovermneiit, ThafflcHa 
were put into wmter<quattere’ eft the of the populaee resemble the epiing of 
leli bi^ of the Rhine. a wild beast. d the first bur^ 

44 Tte Fveoi^maimewMSooomf thetfvttrelYanwnpt BUniw 

pletdy Wkm Iqr thedisipten w the ithe^ijavesipioi 1791 ami 17H the 
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French nahon wna animated with m 
exianordinary spa it, and nrged to the 
defence of their country by every mo 
tne which can sway a people. But 
thoir efforts, how great soever, after a 
time neoessatiiy and ramdly deolmed 
Ly the prolongation of the contest thej 
Lid exhausted the means ot longer 
maintaining war, the vehemence of 
their exertions, and the tyranny by 
^hich the^twere called forth, rendered 
impossible that thVy <l»nld be con 
fjnued Thenation,SlccorJiiigly, which 
had twelve hundr^ thousand men on 
foot during the invasion of 1794, could 
not ULustei a third of tht> number m the 


following campaign, and the victor of 
Meurus, within a yeai after his tn 
unipb, was compelled to yield to an m 
ienor enemy 

46 NothmgolBOisinoieremarkable 
than the compaiatively bloodless cha- 
ractei of the war up to this ptnod. The 
Ijattle of Jamappes, which surrendered 
I landers to Dumonner, that of Her 
winde, which restored it to the Im 
penaliats, that of Flenrua, which gave 
It badi: to the Kepubhoans, were all 
concluded at a cost of leas than five 
thousand men to the vanquished, and 
the lose sustamed by the French in the 
storming of their lines before Mayence, 
which decided the fate of the Orerman 


campaign, was only three thoaaaad 
men raereas the Ions of the Austn 


ans at Aj^pem wan thirty thousand, 
that of the Eussnms ntBorochno, forty 
thousand, that of Welhr^on's anny at 
Waterloo, twenty two ^uaand, and 
out of eeven ihonaand five bundled na 


tiveBialoah who conquered at Albuera, 
not two tbomwnd were tmwmmded at 
the cmHdfiidon of the fight So much 
more deeperatdy did4he parties fight 
as the content advanced, so mui^ 
more vehemeart were the paasio&s ex 
citad m its later am so much 

more terrible was atewggle when 
the Bej^bhcnne^ instead of the luhe^ 
warm sdldiars of the met the 


sturdy mt^bitanta Of n^rth of 
hurope 

47 Evety^ung, therefore, wmipSrea 
to mdicote that> by a G<UK»enWated and 
vigorous efibrfc, after the fii^ burnt of 
Ficneh patnotim was oter, thh objoeja 
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of the war might have been achieved, 
and security vsnn aggression affoided 
to Ihe aeighbounng powers These ob 
jects Were not the forcing of an unpo 
pillar dynasty upon Prance, oi of a ty 
ranuicai government upon its people, 
but the cOmpelbug it to retire within 
those limits ^bich (ue consisteut with 
the peace of huixipe, and gi up its 
attempts to propagate its levolutionaty 
pnuciples m otuoi staios Had Prussia, 
instead of weakly deserting the allnmco 
m the bt^^imimg of 179% sent a hun 
dred thousand men to the Rhine, to 
support the Augti laii troops, hod Groat 
Bntfun raised three hundred thousand 
soldiers, instead of a hundred and 
twenty thouftand, and sent eighty thou 
sand native British to Flandeis, instead 
of five thousand emigrants to Quiberon 
Bay, no one can doubt that, in the 
state of exhaustion in Mhich France 
then was, the Repubhe would have 
b«Wn oompolbed to abandon all it« cou 
quests. The moment her amiies were 
forced back from foreign states, and 
thrown upon tluir own resourcos—the 
moment that wai was prevented from 
inaintaiDitig war—the weaknesB aris 
mg fiom financial embiurrassmente and 
blighted mdiiBtry would )jave become 
apparent, the decrepitude of age would 
at once have fdlen on the exhausted 
state. The great error of the Allies, 
and, above aU, of Great Bniaiu, at this 
I ptnod, was, that they did not make 
! BuffioienUy vigorous ^oris at the com 
I mencemeni, and thought it enough, m 
a struggle with the desperate energy of 
a revolutionary state, to exert the mo 
iertAe strength of an old and method 
ical warfore Kothmg is so ill judged, 
in such a situati<»i« as the niggs^y 
conduct whiifii prolongs a coutest by 
speodmg fifty s^ouA more at lU com 
mencettwBt, Cfteafc Bnftuin might have 
saved five hundred millions, by send¬ 
ing an army worthy of herself to the 
Continent m 1796, she mifiht have then 
'Achieved the twumph of Ifilfi. It was 
to this period of lawRude and financial 
embarr^ment, necessarily consequent 
. upon a senes of extraordinary revolu 
timmry exertions, that Mr Pitt always 
lo<fi»d for the sucoetsfiil termination of 
the war Foeribly>even with the 
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efforts which alone weie then thought 
piiu.tioabk bj this country, his expect 
itions iDifeht have been realised before 
many yeais had elapsed^tf the ordinary 
couise of human a&urs had continued 
But the hand of fate was on the our 


tarn, a new era was about to open on 
human affaiis, and a resistless impul'^e 
to be given for a period to Fiench am 
bition by the genius of that w ondorhil 
man who has since chained the histoiy 
ot Europe to lua own biogiaphy 


CHAPTER XIX 

FiiniiCB UEFOBLIG—F»OU TUB FVU OF KOnESI Ui^XtBE TO THB ESTALLISHMBNT 

OF TUB niKECTOBT 

1 "It IS a sad calamity, ’ says Jeremy for his i od, and confesse'? the mercies 
Tailor, “ to see a kingdom spoiled, and of the Lorcl ui making tho smoke to be 
a church afflicted, thepiieets slam with changed into fire, and hs anger into 
ilic sword, and the blood of nobles merc\ ' 

mingled with oheapei sand religion 2 Never were theae truths more 
iaa<io a cause of trouble, and Uie best strongly txempli&ed than in 1 ranco 
uitn most cruelly persecuted, govern dunng the progress of tho Revolution 
mentturned,andlaus ashamed, judgi.^ Eouh successive convulsion hivd daik 
decreemg in feai and covebmsness, and ened the political atmosphetc Anguish 
the ministers of holy ^ings setting andsuiLnnglnces«tantl^ increased, vir 
themselves agiuuet aU that is socrecL tue and religion seemed banished from 
And what sh^ nnke recompense for the earth, relentless cruelty reiguod 
this heap of sonows, when God shall tnumphant. The bright dawn of the 
send such swords of ftre^ Fven the morning, to which so many millions 
mercies of GUkI, which shall then l>e had turned m thankfulness was soon 
made pnbhc, whin the people shall overcast^ and darkness deepei than 
have soffered for their sms For so I midnight overspread the woild "But 
iutye known a luxurumt vine sw^ into thei $ is a point of depicssiou m hum ui 
irregular twigs and bold exoreaeenoes, offhirs,” says Hume, " from which the 
and spend ttoelf in leaves and little change is necessarily ioi the better ' 
rings, and afford but httle chieters to This Uiange is not owing to any oscil 
tho wine press, but when the loi*d of laiiou between good and evU, in the 
the vine had caused the dressers to oat transactions of the woild, hut to the 
the wilder phuit, and make it bleed, it reaction which is always produced by 
grow t^perate in its vam expense of long contmuied suffenng, and the pro 
useless leaveB,,imd knotted into ffdi end vision made by nature foi tho Qorrec 
juicy bunches, sand made account of turn of vioious insktutions by the con 
that loss of blood by the return &( fruit sequences which they produce Wher 
It is thus of an afflicted kingdom cured evci the tehden<^ of institutiona is 
of its surfeits, and punished fbr Its erroneous, an uud^emrent begtnato 
sins, it bleeds for its long not, and i# flow, destmod to open men’a ia 
left ungQVeined for its disobmenoc^ iheuimperfeotiims, whenth^hm^ 
and diastened for ite wantonness, a^d destmdtive, ft overwhelms iheim The 
when the sword hath let forth the mult of the oonspn^ of Robe^mre 
rupted blood, and the Are hath pur^ and the MunipipaOi^^ proved tbt^ this 
the rest, then it enters Into the double ^int bad be^ reached imdcr the 
joy 80 fi^tution,andgiv« 8 Ch>dthanks Reign of Terror On all fbrm^ occur 



218 


niSTORY OF EUROPE 


[CHA.P XUL 


eions since the meeting of the Shites 
Genet al, the party which revolted 
against tlie constitated authorities had 
been victoiious, on that it was van 
quashed The Committees of the As 
6cmbl>» the subsisting govemmient 
crushed a tonsjjuacy he^ed by the 
powtiful despot \^ho wielded the revo 
lutlouary eneigy of France, and who 
was still Mipportettbj the temblcfoice 
of the fai^bourgs, which no former 
niithoiity had been dble^^ withstand 
Thn siuglt circumstance demonstrated 
thit the revolntionaiy movement hafl 
reached its culminating point, and that 
the apposite principles of order and 
justn^e were begmnmgto resume their 
sway From that xuonienf the anarchy 
md passions of the {leople subsided, the 
storms of the moral woild began to be 
stilled, thiough the receding darkness 
the ancient laiidm'icks began dimly to 
appear and the sun ol he u en at length 
broke through the clouds which envoi 
oped hxra 

' DoSuit wsxlfl agitatus humor 
C( noeduut veati iugruntqne nubes 
hi nuutge (uam sic >oluore)pojito 

recuiuhij^ 

3 An interesting episode in the an 
nals of the Revolution occurred in the 
pnsona during the contest which pre 
ceded the fSsll of the tvrani h tom the 
agitation and cnee m the streets, the 
captives were aware thit a popular 
moirment was impeding, and a re 
newal of ^e massacres of 2d Septem 
bei was anticipated fiom the frantic 
multitude Henriot hnd been heard 
in the Haco du Caironsel to pronounce 
the ominous woids, “We must pur^e i 
the pnsona' The sound of the qinirait' 
and the toesm made them imagino that | 
their last hour bad amved, and they j 
eznbiaced each other with tean^ ex ! 
claiming, “We are all now eighty years 
of age I ^ Afb^ two hours of breathless 
anxietv, tbey hea^d the Aecree of 
Convention cned thrmi|^ the street 
which declared Hobespieiire kon la M, 
by daybteak inteUigqpde ynved 
that he was overthrown The irons 
ports which ensued nuybelme^ed, 
ten thouaoud priAoners were mseved 
from the proep^ of instatsi death. Xn 
one GbomW, a female who' 


was to have been brought before the 
Revolutionary Tribunal that very day, 
was made acquauited wath the intelh 
gence, bv means of signs, from a woman 
on the sUeet, before she ventured to 
' give public demonstration of her joy, 
her name became ofteiwasda memor 
able—it was JosFmrNE BjpauharnaIs, 
future Rmpiess of Fiance 

4 The traubpoits were the same 
thiough all Fimoe The pa&aon|,or3 
leapt fiom the public couvevauoep, 
embiaced the bystanders, excluming, 
“Myfijends, rejoice! Robtfrpicrre is no 
moie, the tigers are dead I ” Two hun 
died thousand captives m the pitsons 
throughout the country were freed ft om 
the teiror of ileath , three bundled 
thousand tiemblmg fugitives issued 
from their retreats, and embraced each 
other with frantic joy on tho public 
loads An epitaph designed for hta 
tomb expiess^ in powertui language 
the public opimon on the consequence 
of prolonging his hfe 

' rossout* ne plotiro point son sort, 

Car s U \ ivait tu Serais uiort. 

Ko words can convey an idea of the 
impression which the ovei throw of 
Eobeepiorre produced in Furojie The 
ardent and enthusiastic m eveiy conn 
tiy hod hailed tho beginning of the 
French Revolution aa the dawn of a 
bnghtei day in the |K>htica! world, and 
in proportion to the warmth ol thur 
anticipations hod been the gru vousuesa 
of their disappointment at the toniblc 
shades by which it was so eai ly over 
cast. The Ml of the tyrant revived 
those hopes, and put an end to those 
apprehensions. The moral kiwa of i^a 
ture were felt to be still ui operation, 
the tyranny had only existed till it had 
purg^ ihe worid of a miilty race, and 
ih&x it was itself dfetroyed. Ihe 
thoughtful admired Ihe wisdom of Pro 
vldenoe, which had tnadethewickedness 
of men the instrument of then own 
aestruction^^ the pious biAeld in their 
Ml an immediate mamfeatai^on of ihe 
Divme justice, “ The dawn,** R has 
been not less eloquecrtly than justly said^ 
“ of the archie summer day aato the 

• “jPaoMiumri bswjiuinet|asihte, ^ ^ 
For hM he UveiCdioa hi^ died 
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arctic winter xuglit, the great unsealing 
of tliQ atei a, the awnheumg of arumu 
and vegetable life the sudden so^jening 
of the an , the sudden blooming of the 
fiowezs , the sudden burhtmg of whole 
forests into verduxe, is but a feeble type 
of that happiest and most genuL of re 
volutions,-—the Revolution of the 9th 
Thcmndoi * 

5 The Revolution of 9th Thermidor, 

however, was by no meana, as is com 
mouly suppose^ at least m its first 
btiges, the rcootxon of virtue against 
wiokcduess It was the effort of one 
set of assas^nne, threatened with death, 
against another The leaders of the 
rovuib in the Conventioa which oveiv 
threw the central government^ Billaud 
Vareunes, CoUot d Heibois, Fouchd, 
Amor tio better, but in 

many rtspects worse, than Robespierre 
and St Just. Eqi^y unscrupulous 
lu the means they employed, equally 
bloody m the executions they ordered# 
they were far more sdfish in their ob 
jects and more despicable in thoir eba 
racters. With them the Revolution 
was not, as with Robespieire, a desper 
ate and sanguinary atiniggle fot the^p 
piness of man, in which its Buppos^ 
enemies lequired to be dcatroyM, it 
was merely an engine for advancing 
their private fortunes. They conspired 
ng uusb him, not because they hated his 
toystem, but because they peiueivod it 
was about to be directed against them 
selves Little amelioration of the state 
governmont was to be expected frmn 
theii exertions. It was puoho opimon, 
clearly and eueigetioally express^ after 
the fw of the Committee of Public Sal 
vation, which compelled them to revert 
to the path of bumaiuty But this 
opuuon was uresistible, it forced itself 
upon peraoxu the most adverse to its 
principles, and dually occasioned the 
destruction of the very men who, for 
their own sakes, bad brought about the 
first resuiouce to the reigu of blood. 

6 The Convention h^ vanqusdied 
Robespierre by means of a unaiumous 
eSbrt, headed and directed by the com 
mittees^ but this revulaxon ol puldrn 
faeUng proved too tfts^ong l«or the «o& 

* MacAunaT, is review^ the JfoMtrs sf 
BamHs% Bfwiwwri^ 


mittees themselves The charm of the 
Decetnviral government was brok(.a 
when its head was destroyed On the 
day alter the fall of Robespierre theie 
were but two parties in Paris—that of 
the committee, who stiove to maiubain 
the remnant of tJxmr power, and that 
of the liberators, who labouied to sub¬ 
vert tbem. Every day biought forth, 
a new ^iMof of the vehexDent revulsion 
of public feehng In the Th^tre Fran 
$aia tlie bust o| MJiat was pmled down 
and bioken to pieces amidst loud ap 
plaa»e Hib bones were ejected from 
the pantheon, and cast into a common 
aewm* The picture of his death, w Inch 
hung m the hall «f the Convention, was 
rtmoved, and the savage luscriptioua 
provoking to blood, with whion the 
wsdls of the city had been covered, were 
efiaced. The party by whom these 
changes weia urged on, was from the 
first distinguished by the name of 1 Ihcr 
rntdortamt, from the d&y on which their 
triumph hod been achieved Talben 
was at their head, and they soon num 
bered among their supporters all tht 
generous youth oi the metropolis The 
party of tiio committees was paralysed 
by the fall of the Municipali^ of Pans, 
sixty of the most obnoxious members 
of which hod been executed the day 
after ^e death of Robeapierre Their 
infiuenoearoBoonly from the possession 
of the machinery of government, and 
the vigour of some of their members, all 
of whom saw no safety to themse2\6s 
but m the maintenance of the revolu 
tionory government, Billaud Varenues^ 
CoUot d'Herbois,^ ere, Vadier, Amar, 
and Carnot, constituted a body infiu 
enced by the amne pimciples, and cap¬ 
able of maiDtaming their authonty lu 
the most difhcult mrcumatiinceB. But 
after the counter revolution of the 9th 
Thermidoi, the current of pubhc opin^ 
ion soon became irrtsisUble, and they 
weieimpclled» m spite of ^emaelves^ 
into measures of humaml^ 

^ 7 The Thermidomoa were composed 
of the whole ceabre of the Convention) 
the retdhant V the Roy^ts^ and the 
BurvivorsofthepartyofOSiiton. Bohwjr 
d Angles, Sikyes, Csmbae^rea, Qi4aier, 
TlUbaud^, fihW the mcKi^i^tef|apHty, 
thtmusdvee heesde Fc^ 
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ronJ^egeudre,B^’i^SfBourdoudeI Oiac sitting of throe or foui hours » the in 
llovfere, and otherb, who bad followed hum in atoppiitg of any defence , the- 
the colours of Duiton houi of this signatuie by the judges of blank sen 
party were chosen to icplace the exe ttncea of condemnation, to be aftei 
outeil membera of the Comunttee of wards filled up mth any names by the 
Public Salvation, and soon succeeded deiks, and the atrocious celenty of tlic 
in modeiating its Bangumaiy measures cond 0 innation<« Affceralongpiocesshe 
But great caution w*u necessi)^ in of Wiis condemued, and fourteen juijmeu 
feettng the change The T icobiii9 weie of the Tiibuual along with bun The 
still powerful ficm themiumbeft, then sentence bore among other thnrgcf>, 
disoiphne^.audtheirconnectionwiththe ‘^having, under colour of legal jiulg 
affiliated societies throughout France, ment, put to death an innumerable 
and the r earlj support of the Bevolu crowd of French citi/cns of evtiy ige 
tion identified them m the eves of the and sex The indignation of the po 
populace With its fortunes Hence tho pulace wia strongly muufpsted when 
Thor^ndonansdidnotventureatfirstto they were led out for execution, cute, 
xneaatire their strength with such anta groans, and applauses broke from tho 
goniats, and four days after the death of crowd os they passed along The som 
Robespierre the sitting of that terrible bre, severe air of Fouquier espeoullj 
club were resumed But so vehement attracted notice, he maintaiued an uu 
was the cun ent of public opinion, so daunted aspect, and answered theie 
dreadful had been tlm general suffenug prooches of the people by iiomcal le 
under the Reign of Terror, that the marts on the dearth of pi ovisioiii under 
fuendfl of clemency daily gained €W>oes which they laboured 
Bions of strength. On the 27th July, the 9 The next measures of the Couven 

seveffty three members of the Assembly, tion wert of a humane tendency The 
who had protested against the violence law of 22d IVainal against suspected 
of Slat were brought forth from persons, was repealed, and though the 
2 )ii*ion, and joined their liberatorf^ Revolutionary Inbunal was con&med, 
8 The two parties were not long in its forms weie k modelled, and its ven 
ineasuntLg their strength after their geancedirecteclxuiutuiechicfiydgaiuHt 
f oiimion victory Bortre, on the part the authors of the former c ilamities 
of the Committee, proj>osed on the 30th The captives were gradually liberated 
July, that the Hc\ olutionary Tribunal from confinement, rmd instead of tlu 
should bo kept up, and that Fouquier fatal chanote which formerly stood at 
Tinville should contmue to act as pub the gates of tho prisons, crowds of joj 
lie accuser At hie name a murmur of ous citirens were seen receiving w 
indignation aix>se m the Assembly, and transport their parents or children, 
hrdron, taking advautAge of the gone- restored to their ama Agree ibl> to 
ml fceJuig, exc]aimed> " I propose that the adneo formerly given by Dauton 
we at lenj^h jiuige the ear& of that and Camille Desmoulins, they were not 
monster, and that Fouquier he sent to all discharged at once, but weie gradu 
lick up m hell the blood vtrhich he ally liberated from the jmlB, and all at 
has shed The proposal was earned length rcstoredto their friends At the 
by ocolaznatiDU Barbie endeavoured tndof two mont.h$,oUt of ten thousand 
to maintain the tone of authority which suspected persons, not one remained in 
ho had so long assumed, but it vraa too the prisons Of Pms The ofibrts of 
late He wai obhgi^ to leave Ihe tw fike Jacobins to prevent the discharge 
bune, and the defwiliqf the Committee of pereoue confined in pnsou in 
waa apparent. Th^ trial of this great ^the depurtmente, whom they dcsignaitd 
cntnind took place with extroordmaiy oa all anstoci'ats, were very great, but 
formality, and in the moal public man the numefous and hearirrending de 
ner, beforethe RevolutiOiiaiy Tiibunal tails of tfie massaci cs which were tws 
It developed all tha injaatlce and Op- nutt^ to ihe Convention, from eveiy 
presBion of that iniquitous court the part of the country, overithelmed all 
trial of sixty oi iighty prisoners in on© oppositioiL Among the rest, one re* 
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lited by Merlin de Thionville eiECited 
pai-ticiifar attention. It waa an order 
■signed by a man named Lbfevro, au ad 
jutant geneial, addressed to, and 63:c 
<«tod by, a Captain Macd, to dro\\n it 
Pajmboeuf forty one person^, of whom 
one was an old blind man seventy six 
years of age, twelve n ere women of dif 
iereut agea , twelve gills below twentv 
yeaifl, fifteen childhen, of whom ten 
were between five and ten yearaof age, 
ind five still at the breast The order 
W 1 B couched in these terms and was 
rigidly executed ‘It is ordered to 
Peter Meed, captain of the biig Destiny, 
to put ashore the woman Bidet, and the 
remainder of the pieceding list shall be 
taken to the heights of Blick Petei, 
and thrown into the sea, as rebels to 
the law This operation concluded, ho 
w ill return to his post ' 

10 The imprudent zeal of one of their 
jvuijy, however, soon convinced the 
Thuimdonans how neoeasiry it waa to 
proceed with caution in the coimter 
1 evolutionary measures. Without any 
general concert with his fnends, Le 
cointie denounced Billaud, Colloh and 
Bdioie, of the Committee of Oeneral 
Siifety,, and Vadier Amai, and VoU 
land, of that of Public Salvation, m the 
National Assembly This meisure was 
pnmature, it alarmed the filends of 
the Revolution, lud was almost unani 
tnouBly 1 ejected. But foi the strong 
feeling against the foimer govcnuneiit 
which existed m Pans, this defeat 
mi^t have been fatal to the friends of 
humanity, and restored the Reign of 
Terroi 

11 By tho advice of Midame d© 
Fontonay, the beautiful mistreas and 
afterwora the courageous and eloquent 
wife of Tall^en, the Thermidouabs 
called to their support tho youth of 
the moha>pobs-yinen at ap age when 
geneiouB fbehng is strong, and selfish 
ness weak, and whose minds, unwarp 
ed by the inejudices or passions of 
formei. yejirs, had expauaed dmingi 
the vVorst hoi 1013 of flie Revolution 
lliey soon formed a powerful and m 
trepid body, ever ready to combat the 
efforts of the Jaoobins, and oonhripa the 
<U*der which nas begmning to prevail 
Composed of the most respectable ranks 


in Pans, they almost all numbered a 
parent or i elation among the victims 
of the Revolution, and had imbibed 
tho utmost horroi it its sanguinary 
excesses To distinguish themselves 
fiotn the populace, they wore i parti 
culir dress, ealied th© Co$tume ti la Vtc 
time, consisting of a robe Without i 
collar, expreesiYO of thou ccmnectiou 
with those who had sufiPered by tho 
guillotine Instead of arms, they bore 
short clubs loadei^ with leacl and were 
known by th^nime of Xa JeunesseDo 
rie They prevailed over tho Jacobins 
at the Palais Royal, where they had 
the support of the shopkeepers of that 
opulent quarte^ but were worsted in 
the gardens of the Tuilenes, whoi'o the 
vicinity of the club of their untagon 
ists lendeted revolutionary mfiuenco 
predominant Theu contests with the 
democrats were mceasant, on the 
streets, in Uie theatres, in the public 
walks, they were ever at -Uieir post, 
and contributed by their exertioufi, m a 
moat signal manner, to confirm and di 
rect the pubhc mmd. In revolutions, 
the great body of mankind are gene 
idBy inert and passive, the lead speed 
ily fidla into the han^ of those who 
have the boldness to take it 

12 These contests between the two 
patties at length assumed the most im 
port int character The whole of Pans 
became one vast field of battle, in which 
tlie fnends of humanity, and the sup 
porU-ra ot tenoi, strove for the mastery 
of the Ktpubhc But public opinion 
pronounced itself daily more strongly 
in favour of the Thermidonan party 
Billaud Varpnnee declared in the Jaoo 
bin Club— ‘Phe lion sleeps, but his 
wakening will be teinble This de^ 
qlaiation occasioned tlie greatest agita 
tion in Pam, and the cry was umversal 
to assault the club of the Jacobina. The 
national guard of thesections supjported 
the troops of th^ Jenuesse X>or^, and 
their combined fo^tiiea marched against 
that ancient qf blood Altes* a 
short stipule the doors were forced, 
and theftdup^isperBed. On ^ folhiw 
mg day they proceeded to their 
complarntti before the Convention, but 
RewboU, iVho drew up the imoH cm 
their complaints, pronounced their 
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doom IB tlie following words ** Where 
wae the Reign of 1 error oiganised f At 
the dub ot the Jacobins Where did 
it &id its supporters and satellites? 
Among the Jacobins, Who are they 
who hare covei'ed Prance with mourn 
ing, peopled its soil with bastiles, 
and rendered the Repubboan yoke so 
odious tb'^t a slave bent beneath its 
fetteia irvould refuse to bve under it? 
The Jacobina Who irow regret the 
hideous ke from which we have so 
I'ecently escaped ^ The*Jacobms If 
you want courage to pronounce on 
their fate at this moment, you have no 
longer a Republic, since you have the 
JaufOins ' * The Convention provision 
ally Buspended their sittings, but the 
dub having resumed their meetings on 
the following day, they were again as 
sailed by the Troupe Uor^e, with the 
cry, V ive ia Convention I h has les 
Jacobins * After an ineflTectual strug 
gle they were finally dieperFed, with 
eveiy maik of ignominy and contempt, 
and on the following day, the commie 
Stoners of the Convention put a seal on 
their papeiB and terminated their ex 
istence 

18 Thus fell the club of the Tarobins 
the victim of the crimes it had sane 
tinned, and the reaction these hod pro¬ 
duced. Within ita walls all tbo great 
chfluiges of the Revolution had been 
prepared, and all its pnnctpal sdenes 
rehearsed , from its energy the tnumpb 
of the demDcracy had sprung, and from 
Its tttrocifcy its deatmetaon arose—a 
signal prow of the tendency of rovolu 
tionary yiolnnoe to precipitate its sup 
porters into enme, and render Uiem at 
last the victims of the atrocities winch 
they have committed A contempo¬ 
rary journalist hm preserved a striking 
account of the universal transporte 
the closing of this teiTible club, which, 
mth Its aMIiated sooieties had so long' 
covered all i> ranee with mourning It; 
was a truly touchiitf spectacle to be 
hold the joy of ihe at the ex 

tinction of the i^aoobms AU hearts 
were opened at the newnof the 
tary decree of the Conventton In the 
ev^mg the etreete oud puldib places 
rimuided with cries of py, With al 
chddish tmrtb, with gashes and 


dances Btery one pressed his friend b 
hand, without mentioning ushg all un 
derstood what wasmeant. In the cofiee- 
houses in the cidiarets, toasts were uiu 
versal to the health of the National 
Convention, m the public gardens they 
parodied a stanza of the Oarmaguolo 
with the words— 

Lea TACoblna av^nt premia 
laire ^orgor tout JPaHa * 

Many citizens simultaneously illumi 
noted their windows, a hweeter, a more 
cordial joy was universal than had *ip 
peared during the noisy fdtes conceived 
by the Committee of Public Salvation, 
to strew with flowers the bloody avo 
nue to slavery, and adorn tlie victims 
whom they weie about to siciiflce to 
their ambition la there oik amongst 
you who, dunng those odious tiStes, 
did not fetl hi'i heart sink witkm him, 
his flesh creep, and who, in the tn 
chautment of that compulsory dlurai 
nation in the whul of bought dancc<% 
ones ot joy and fetrmns ot music in 
those gardens, decked with so much 
care, did not withdraw witliin himiiit 
m the midst of the intoxicated multi 
tude, to weep ovei the present, and 
mourn over the futuiel \ery differ 
ent IS the hpontaneous joy, tin un 
boughtentiaiicemt nt, of thisauspicious 
moment ’ 

14 Anotherevent which contnbutfd 
in Uie most power! ul maimer to influ 
ence the public mind, was the ti lal of 
thepHsonerMlromNiHitefl, who had bt tn 
brought up to Pans under the leign of 
Robespierre Theoc captives, wh6 wert 
one hundred and thirty m number w bou 
they left the hanks of the Lou's, wore 
reduced to ninety four by the barbai 
ouB ti-eatment they expenencod on the 
road Their tnal wos permitted to pro 
coed by the Thermidomm partv, m 
hopes that the detai^ of the atrot itiw 
of the Jacobm leaders would incrfc isc 
the horror rireody existent in the pub 

ho mmd. It pi oceedod slowly, and the 

senes of cruelties which it developed 
exceeded even what the imagination of 
paete hod %ured of thexnoafc temble 
The exposure of these, and $ltnllar cru 
cJtxea, could not feOl in mcreaamg the 

* 'Hic Jacobins hod promised 
fo msBMcre all Paris. ^ 
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public mdi^atioQ figainst the society 
of tile Jficobins from whose emissaries 
they had all proceeded. The pnaonera 
were acquitted amidst the acclamations 
of the people, and the public Toioe, 
wrought up to the highest pitch by the 
recLtd of these l>arbantieBj loudly de 
manded the pumshmant of their au 
thors Piessed by the force of pubbe 
opinion, the Convention was obliged to 
anthouse the accusation of Cuner, the 
head of the Eevolutionary Committee 
of Nantes, how unwilLmg soever they 
might be to sonLtion a proceeding 
which they were conscious might be 
drawn into an evamplt fatal to many 
of themselves 

15 The trial of this infamous man 
developed a stxU more dreadful senes 
of iniquities, and contributed {lerhaps 
more than any other circumstance to 
coniiim the luUmation of the public 
muid One of the witnesses dt poned 
that ho had obtained permission to 
visit i chamber in the prisons uheie 
three hundred infants were confined, 
he found them gioaning amidst filth, 
and shivering with cold, on the foUosv 
mg morning he returned, but they were 
all gone, ‘^ey had been diowned the 
preceding night in the Loire' Many 
thousand persons of both sexes, and ^ 
ages, including an extrooidmary uum 
her of children, had penshtd in this 
lobumau manner Can ler did not deny 
these atrocities, but sought to justifj 
himself by alleging the orders of the 
Committee of Public Salvation at Pans, 
and the necessity of making repiissls 
against the fanatical ciuelty of the in 
Aurgento of La Yendde The masaacres 
oi the childi t n, of the women and tiie 
noyadas of the priests, whidi could not 
be vindicated on that gi oniid, besieged 
he had not commanded, although he 
could not dispute that he had pemutted 
them, in a district wheie his authority 
was unbounded Afbet alongtnal, tins 
infamous wietoh was found guilty of 
numerous noyadeBandillegolmassacres,^ 
condemned and executed! Witii him 
were also convicted Giand Matson and 
Pmard, members of the Revolutionary 
Committee of Nantes. The acqmitu 
of the others excited the public mdig 
nation so strungly, tiiat the Convention 


ordered that they should be arrested 
anew, and the tribunal which had ab 
solved them abobshed 
ICYlelding to the growing influence 
of pubhc opinion, which daily pro 
nounoed itself more strongly in favour 
of humane measures, the Convention 
at length revoked the decree which had 
expelled the nobles and priests, and 
Cambac^res, taking advantage of a mo 
ment of enthusiasm, propos<^ a general 
amnesty for all revolutionary oifences 
other than lihose declared capital by 
the cnmmal code The proposition was 
favourably received, and remitted to a 
committee On the following day, Tal 
hen proposed the suppression of aSl the 
llevolutionory Tiibunals, the Jacobins 
vehemently opposed the proposal, and 
thL Convention fearful of precipitatmg 
matters by too hasty measures, con 
tented themselves for the prcsuit with 
abridging then |K>wer 

17 1 ho maumrs of the people, dur¬ 
ing those days of reviving older, ex. 
hibited an extraordinary mixture of 
1 evolutionary recklessness with the re^ 
vivmg gaiety and elegance of the French 
dUiractei Ihe captives recently dehv 
eied fiom prison comprised almost all 
the higher olasaea in Pans, and their 
habits gave the tone to the general man 
ners of the day Never was seen a inoro 
I'emaikable uiuou than then* circles ai 
forded of grief and joy of lesentment 
and forgetfulness, of prudence and reck 
lessnoss, of generous exultation and 
blamable mtkfi'ere&ce, of Jacobin vui 
gfiuity and reviving elegance The first 
kttexnpt made was to return to gentle 
nm of feeling and social enjoyment, 
any approach to Ipxuiy, in the dilapi¬ 
dated state of thciT foi'tnnes, was out 
of the question The barbarous retaba 
tion of seventy for crusty, which pro 
duced such a frightful reaction in the 
south of France, was unknown m the 
meti^opohs in the saloons of the Ther- 
midonani^ nothing but the most hu 
tome measures propobed, or the 
most g<merous aeutiments uttered 
Minda gubdued by misfortune, and in¬ 
fluenced by the approach of doatb with 
religious filing, loathed, on tiioir flast 
return into the worlds much <4 
nevolont azidChriattan spirit which hod 
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been awakened in iiiau> cases for the 
first time in then nunds Noi was the 
tiantifarmation leaa vioh ut and immt. 
diate in the dresses generally worn, 
but in tht tumult of revinng enjoy 
meut, pleasuic, as is always the case in 
such circumstances, was sought after 
with an aridity inconwstent with de 
corum fdtol to morals The ladies, m 
their desire to attr^ admiratioih out 
stripped the bounds of deoeucy m their 
attire.* Che hideoi^ unwashed Jaco 
bms, With their long hlick uncoUibed 
lo(k^ thejr haggard eyes and revolting 
etare, disappeared. Their filthy I'ags, 
assumed to please^ the mob, were ex 
changed for elc^nt attire, out of the 
secret tleposrts of then plunder were 
brought out stores of wealth fumi 
ture, dresses, pictures, all of tlie most 
costly description, suddenly made their 
appearance, the removal of t^ neoes 
sity of assuming the appearance of in 
comii>tibihty revealed at once the ex 
tent of theh. cupiditj and the magm 
tude of tiieir spoliations 
* 18 The two centres of the society of 
Pans weie the Faubom^ St Qermain 
and the quarter of the Chauss^e d’An 
tin, the first compnsmg the residence 
of the remains of the nobility, the last 
of the bankers and merchants who had 
risen to wealth dunng the recent iron 
bles Rigid economy prevailed m the 
former, ^ pnde of notes, the passion 
for newly acquired distinction, ewayed 
the letter At the UieatiHis, at the pub 
ha aesmsobheB, everythiiig brealflied the 
ra^dehveimiod&o Noew^ 

thhadexe of iq>{dause shook the opezw 
as wheh orchestra struck np the 
foYountQ air of the Tronpe Dorde, 
ealle4 Xe 4u whi<& sue 
oessftuiy impibated '^e revoluttooory 
energy <>f the One 

of the meet fkshionable mid hnlliant 
kmds ofamwWy wjia called A« Ml (k$ 

* ^ 3Ueentio0SB«sswiis mSslakm t&t gSl 
laotiy and the tposi^eatiageoaM mdea&w 
lor the reft^ P|eei&m 


4ms w^ Ot»Hsdt0 soah^Wteb, thefcwe 
naeu never ;^peawjd ku wfsiuHeapeinhiiM 
andl^menadflsiid^Mini^ 
entirdtharo aa4C^fo4^tofi3)elrbedy 
no CovsH^ hut a S%ht ^ 

^ ^pn^arentastohraVii&iraiifh^ 

naked w the eyts 


[chip \it 

Vtehmes, the condition ot onfcranct, ia 
>^luch was the loss of nneai i elation 
by the guillotine Between the coun 
try dances th^ said, “We d mce on tlie 
tombs, * and a favourite dress for the 
lioir was adopted from the way in which 
it had lieeu ananged immediately be 
foie execution The almanacs most in 
request were uUkd ‘^Les Almanoclis 
des Pnsona, in which the subbme le- 
signatioD and courage of many ot the 
caj^tivos w ere mmgleti with thenbaldry 
and indecency with wluoh others hatl 
endeavoured to dispel the gloom of that 
sombre abode But the Ghiistiau vir 
tue of ch^ity was never moie eim 
nently conspicuous than among thone 
who, themselves recently dehv ered from 
death, knew how to apjneciate the suf 
femgs of their fellow oreaturcB, 

19 Meanwhile the Convention gra 
dually undid the laws which had been 
passed dunng the government of tho 
TexToriets The law of the maximum 
of jprices, which had been introduced 
to favour the tumultuous inhabitants 
of the towns, at the expense of the in 
dustnous Ifidiouiers of the country, the 
prohibitions against Christian Woi ^hip, 
the statutes confiscating the property 
of the GirOnde party, condOnmed by the 
Cammittees, were sucoessivelyrepealed 
This was followed by a general mea 
sure, lestonng to the families of all 
persons condemned smoe the Eevolu 
tion, their property, so far as it had not 
been disposed of to osiers The Abb^ 
Morellet publudhOd an eloquent appeal 
to the public, entitled M Crt des Fa 
mxUcMf and liegeiidi« concluded a }>ow 
erful speech m their favour with these 
touching words If I possessed one 
acre belonging to these unfortunate 
sufiforeim, never could 1 tsate of repose 
In the evening, while welkmg in my 
solitary garden I woidd fancy I beheld 
ifi ea^ tosebud the ^ears of an orphan 
whom I bo*! robWof it« inheritance' 
bm^t^^fMaratwia soon aftepbrokeu 
^^itttthoThtttreFeydeanbyabendoftbe 



Troupe ais it haA already been 

at tiUs Thddtre Franqaui, and next daj 
fausfo were destroyed in all the pub 
ho About the aome time, the 

aumeors of thepiyisoribed members of 
the ^iJiiondjai party, who had been m 
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concealment Bince the revolt of the Slat 
May, wei e restored to their seats m the 
Assembly, and the Thermidonan party 
saw itself strengthened by the accession 
of Louvet, Isuard, Lonj uinais, Henn Lar 
rm^re, and others, alike estimable for 
thoir talents and their constancy un 
<lt,r adverse fortune, and whose numer 
ous crimes had been expiated by the 
Bufferings, their natural consequence, 
which they had undergone 

20 Suppoite<l by the accession of 
so many new members, and the increas 
mg force of public opinion, Talhen and 
hH friends at length proceeded to the 
dt cisive measure of impeaching BiUand 
Varennes, Collot d'Herbois, Bar&re,%nd 
Vadier, the remaining heads of the 
Jacobins ''You demand the restoiu- 
tion of tenor, said Talhen "let us 
consider the means it employs before 
we estimate its ffiecta. A government 
cm never inspire terror but by menac 
lug with capital punishments, by men 
acing without lutormission, without 
distmction, without investigation, all 
lirho oppose it—*by menacmg without 
proof, on mere suspicion, on no gtound 
at all—by striking continuaily with re 
kntiess hand, in order to inspire terror 
into oil the world. You must suspend 
over ev6];y action a punishment^ over 
every worn a threat, ovei silence even 
a suspicion, you must place under evei y 
step a snare, m every family a traitor, 
in every tiibunsd on assassm, you must 
put every citeen to l^e torture, by the 
punishment of multitudes, and subse¬ 
quent massacre of the executioners, lest 
they should become too powerfuL Such 
is the system of govenung by terroi, 
<!oes it belong to a free, humane, and re 
giilar government, or to the worst spe¬ 
cies ot tyraimj I'* Theseeloquentwords 
ptoduc^ a great impression the op¬ 
position against Jacobms became so 
powerful, both ii^thm and without the 
Assembly, that a I'etum to severe maa 
Bures was impossible, imd the govern 
meat was swept edong W the lUiitemid .• 
passion for a humane admimstration. 

21 This bold step, however, excited 
the most violent tumults among the 
democratic paiiy Several cauMe at 
that peiiod contributed to inflame the 

VOL lit 


I public discontent The winter, which 
I had set m with uncommon seventy, ex 
posed many of the lower classeB to suf 
feriug, a scarcity of provi^ions was as 
usual, ascribed by the multitude to the 
conduct of government, and tbe diead 
ful depreciation of the assignats threat 
ened almost every mdividual in the 
kingdom with rum. Instruments of this 
dangerous description, to the amount 
of above eight milliards francs, or 
i)320 000,0U(^steiihng,had l^n putinto 
circulation hy the Bevolutiona^ gov 
emment, and although their mnuence 
had been prodigious at the moment m 
sustaining the credit of the statq, and 
even causing its coffers to overflow yet 
their nominal value soon gave way, from 
tbe distrust of government, the vast 
excess of the circulating medium, and 
the immense quantity of confiscated 
property which was at the same time 
brought to sale They had now fallen 
to one fifteenth of the sum for which 
they were issued. ' The woi-st rebel 
lions, says Lord Bacon, " are those 
which proceed &om the stomachand 
of this truth Fans soon funiisbed an 
example The Jacobin leadem, tbi'eai- 
ened with accusation, used their utmost 
exertions to rouse the populace, and 
the discontent arising &om so much 
suffermg made them lend a willmg ear 
to their seditious harangues Carnot 
was not included in the Act of Accusa 
tion, but he had the magnanimity to 
declare that, having acted with his col 
leagues for the public good, he had 
no wish but to share their fate This 
generous proceeding embarrassed the 
accusers, but, in order to avoid imph 
eating BO lUustnous acharaotefin the 
impeachment, it was resolved to limit 
it to Some only of the membi^rs oi the 
Committee, and Amar, Vouland, and 
the pomter David, were excluded the 
last of whom had disgraced a fine genius 
by tbe most savage revolutionary faua 
ticism 

22 On the 1st Apnl, a revolt was 
oxgamsed in the fau&iurgs, to prevent 
Hie tn4 of ^Ulaud Varenneei, Cdllpt 
d Herbois, Bar^re, and Vadier, wlu<^ 
was to Gomm^ce twp days after The 
cry of the insorgenta was*-" Rread, the 
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coastifcutioA of 1793, and the freedom Gelfiehnesfl of the nch and the cupidity 
of the patriots in coufinemenf The of merohante. Where is the abundant 
univerw BufTenng which had followed harvest of the last year f Have w e do 
the democratic rule, afforded the Jaco etroyed the Bastile to raise up a thou 
bins too powezful a lever to move the sand others for the imprisonment of the 
passions of the people > and^ as usual ux pattiptsf Public misery is at its height, 
such oases, they found no difficulty m the assignats are worth nothing, foi 
making them believe that th^ dis you have passed decrees whidh have de 
tztesses were not owing to their own ex stroyed weir value, and you, sacred* 
ceases, but to the abndgment of their Mountaizi, the men of the I4th July m 
power “ Since France bad become re voko your aid m this crisis to save the 
publican/ ^ays the ,granhic annalist, country ^ With these words, ascend 
himself a member of the Convention mg the benches of the members, they 
and fiupportm* of Robespierre, ** eveiy seated themselves with the deputies of 
specnes of evil had aooumidated upon its the Mountain Fvciythiiig announced 
devoted head famme, a total cessation the approach of a crisis, the Jacobma 
of commerce, cml wax, attended by its weH recovering then former audacity, 
usual accompaniments^—conflagration, and the xnajoiity of the Convention, 
lobbery, pill^, and murder Justice labouring under severe apprehension, 
was mtetrupl^ the sword of the law were cm the point of withdrawing, when, 
xvielded by iniquity proper^ spoil foitunatcly, a large body of the Tx'oupe 
ated, conflation had become we oinler Dorde, who had assein^ed at the sound 
of the day, the scaffold permanently of the tocsin, entered the hall, under 
erected, cidumliiotiB dcmtmciatious held the command of Pichegi u, chanting xn 
in the highest estimation Kothxngwas loud straxns the “Kdveildu Peuplt 
wanting to the general desolation Vir The insurgents knew their ma^ters 
tue, merit of every were perse and that formidable body, befoi-e whom 
out^ with uni'elentmg severity, de- strength of the monarchy had so 
baucheiy encouraged, o^trary arrests often trembled, yielded to the coungu 
umversally established, the revolution of a few hundred haff disciplined young 
ary armies ploughingtib^ugh the state men The crowd, lat^y ho clamorous 
like devouring flame, cruelty every gradually withdrew from th^ bar, and 
where fomented, hatred and disunion m a short time the accused membeis 
brought into the bosom of domestic were left alone to the vengeance of the 
otcIls Hevei had a country descended Convention, to onswerfora revoltwhich 
80 low, never had a people been over they had so evidently excited 
whelmed by a sumlar chaos of enmes 24 The ThenmdonanB made a hu 
andabcmiuiuioaa*^ InUt^gatedbysuch mane use of their victory They were 
Buffemig% a fblmidabls baud soon sur- fearful of making too large chasms m 
rounded the Convention. Speedily they the ranks of the alliea by whose assist 
foi;ued their way in, dxunken wmuen, ance they had so recently been de 
^cuiddbed prostitu^, formed the re hveredfroxnthetyram^of Robespierre, 
volting advanced guard, but speedily a mid they justly fWud a i^eaction ui the 
more ibnoidedfle baud of jMlationero, public mmd, u they themselves put in 
witix pikes ux them hands, fftUd eveiy praetioei on their first triumph, the 
vacantjmaoa bloody maxima which they had so sc 

23 PmViltg pmietr^ted to the bar, vOrely condmUned in theu* adversaries 
they coxQtntmm inoet seditious By concert with the leaders of the Oir 
haiangues. ** Ton b^re you, taid ondistOrBillaad Varennes, (kdlot d'Her- 

ih^, ^Uhe meu Qf w I4th Julvtjthei bo^ and Barhre, Were ooudemned to 
10th Augflsl^ the ^ey the hmittd punishiaiezd ot trausporta 

have sworn to ^>puquei? j£ they tioo, and sovemteeh iriembOrs of the 
will majiirtam the cchshiaae^ Hoh&tal|^whb'h«dsMmedmcsi&vou^ 

and the t^lkraiaou cf It w able |o the revolt, wore put under ar 

hlfih^time that th® dlaases rest^*^ the uevt day cdnducted to the 

shfsild oeaso to ho tho WLotups of title 1 chateau of Ham. The persons thus put 




la coufinement lacluded Cambon Ba 
amp» Thai lot, Amar, and the -vvhole 
efcrength of the Jacobin party Tho 
tiausterenoe of the condemned deputies 
to tho chateau of Ham waa not accom 
pluthed without some difficulty They 
were once rescued by the insurgent po 
piilaCe, but Fichegru having arrived at 
the head of threehundred of tlieTroupe 
Dor^o, tho mob was dispersed, and the 
prisoners woio again seized ^nd con 
ducted to the place of their confinement 
Nothing IS more instructive in the bis 
tory of the French Kevolution than the 
important consequences which, in all 
its stages, attended the efforts of even 
the smallest body, acting energetically 
in the cause of oidcr * 

25 The fate of these revolutionary 
leaders was comniensuroite to their 
crimes, lu the colony to wluch they 
weie ultimately conveyed Their lives, 
which were lu tho first instance threat 
eued by the burning climate of Cay 
eune, were saved bj the generous kind 
ness of the Sisters of Chanty, who, in 
the hospital on that distant shore, con 
iinued to practise towaids the most 
depraved of mankind the sublime pnn 
ciples of forgiveness of wijunea CoUot 
d Herboia, shortiy after lus recovery, 
endeavoured to engage the slaves of the 
colony m a revolt, being defeated m 
the attempt, he woe confined in the fort 
of Sinumari, where he died from the ef 
fects of a bottle of spirits, which he 
swallowed in a moment of despair 
Billaud Vai*enueB survived long the 
othei compamons of his exile, his 
hardened mind prevented him from 
feolmg the pongs of remorse, and his 
favourite occupatioxi was teaching a 
parrot, which he had tamed, the jargon 
and the mdecenoies of the revolution 
ary language His pumidimeni, and it 
was a dreadfq^ one, consisted m the 
tempest of passion which hm doi^raved 
dispontiion had roused within Im own 
hreaift* 

* NnUomartiro fiior dhs hi tua rabhta « 
Sorabhe id tuo fiirordolorosmplto * * 

Barbre had nearly died, shorUy after 
Ins sentenoQ^ of a ]oat!^oifie nudady 

* **N0ihiurtyidpmbutyourQW&xm 

Cooldbe a pehi equal-to your imeHy ** 
Daicra Wemo xiv CA 


which he had contracted at Rochefoi t, 
but he survived that discaae, escaped 
from prison, and wap restored to France 
by Napoleon in 1800, whore he Imgen-d 
out his life in obscure pamphleteer in 
the imperial pay + Before the expiry 
of his exile, Billaud Varennes beheld 
the ftrnvaJ, in the hut next his own, of 
the illustrious Fichegru, whose vigour 
had been so instrument in conduct 
lug him thither 

26 By these Bticcessivo Wows, ilieJa 
cobms \ver#biokon, but not subdued 
JBy the full of Robespierre, and the ex 
ecution of bis associates m the Mum 
cipolity, they had lost the Commune, 
til© closing of then place of deblte had 
deprived them of then ccutrc of opera 
tious, by the exile of ao many mem 
bera of the Convention they were be 
r^ of their ablest leadeis Still thei-e 
I'emamed to them the forces oi the lau 
bourgs, the inhabitants of which re 
taiued tho aims which they hod re 
cOived at on. early penod of the revolu 
tionary troubles, while their needy 
circumstances, thegeneralsufiering pro 
duoed by tho Revolution, and the uni 
versal exasperationlelt ofcthehigh price 
of provisions, rendered thorn ready for 
the most desperate enterpnses In tho 
Annales Pat* of 1 *lth Maj 1795, 

it waa stated-—** It would be difficult 
to find a people upon the face of the 
globe so unhappy as that of Pans. Yea 
terday we received each a ration of tu o 
ounces of bread, that pittance, small 
08 it IS, has been diminished to day 
This measure has spread consternation 

t Baibre was eiuployed in obactire situa 
tione by Kiqiotcon anawsaalivoatBroasels 
where ho was hvuig !u great poverty in 
1831 2 twos one of hie &veame positions 
at that tune, tUu iho world cotud never 
be dnlised till the punishment of death was 
utteny abolished and that no human bomg 
had a right to take aWay the life of another ^ 
This was the ma^who said in 1793, tho 
Tree of labor^ umot fiouriah if it hi not 
watered by me blood Of a king ** Opd 
‘'’the dead ahhie 40 not reappear 80 Om* 
plotflly does a reaction nnhmge tho lut* 
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among the people^ who now murmur approach of a great populai movement, 
louder than ever All our etreeta re* or oftbe magnitude of the danger which 
sound With the ones of those who are threatened them 
dyuig of famine The failure of the 28 No sooner, however, were they 
revolt on 1st April did not discourage informed of it, on the day before the 
their leaders, they saw in it only a levolt, by the committees of govern 
proof of the necessity of making a ment, than the leaders of the Conven 
greeter effort with more formidable tion took the mort prompt measures 
forces. A general insurreehon of the to maintain their authority They in 
faubouigs was agreed on for the 20th stantly declared their sittings penna 
May, abovethirtythousandmen,amed nent, voted ail assemblages of the peo 
wifh pikes, #ere then ^ march against pie seditious, named commanders of 
the Convention—a greatef force than the armed force, and summoned the 
that which had proved victonous on* national guard of the sections by the 
many former occasions,—and never sound of the tocsin to their defence 
before had they been ammated by so The succeeding night (10th May) was 
ferocious a apink Their rallying cry one of the most&ightful which occurred 
was, Bread, and the constitution of dunng ttib whole course of the Revolu 
1793'* tion. From sunset, Pans was the theatre 

27 The misery at Pans at this time^ of unceasing perturbation. Seditious 
in consequence the &mine which the groups were formed on the quays, m 
Reign of Terror had brought upon thesquares, on the Boulevards, a crowd 
h ranee, and the general failnra of agii of noisy discontented persons traversed 
cultural exertion, m consequence of the every quarter, calling on the discon 
forced i^msRaona and the law of the tent^ the famishing, the desperate, to 
maximum, had now nsen to the very revolt, bands of women went from door 
highest pitch A contemporary re- to door knocking aloud, raising alarm 
publican wnter gives the following en mg cries in the streets, deploring the 
eigetic picture of the public suffenng fete the ^'good JRobe$pterre, whom 
‘ The Convention had lost all its popu the anstocrats had put to death, and 
lanty, because it had evinced so little calling on Uie people to nse against 
disposition to r^ieve the sufferings of their oppressors, march straight to the 
the people, which had now become ab Tmlenes, and install the true repubh 
solutely intolerable The anarohisfe, cansiu power Thegdn^raleandthetoc 
the enemies of order^ profited by this sm sounded at the same toit to their 
ferment, and did their utmost to aug mceseont clang were soon joined hide 
ment it, because that class leaped no ous ones, fierce vociterationa, mmglod 
harvest but m the fields of misery with the occasional discharge of mus 
France, exhausted by every species of kets and pistols, the cannon of govern 
suffenng, had lost even the power of ment sounded at intervals, and the 
uttenng a oomplamt, and wa had all deep-toned bell, placed lately on the 
amved at such a point of depression, summit of the gmt pavilion of the 
that death,xf UBattefi(i|ed by pam, would Tudenes, by its loud and measured toll 
have beenwufeed for even by the young called the notional guard to the defence 
est human being, because it offe^ ^ of the Ckinvention 
prospect of repoa^andev^ one panted 29 Hentaticn, as usual in presence 
for ihat blessing at any pnoe But It of seal danger, appeared on the follow 
was ordained that tmmy days, months, mg morning among the su^iorterB ot 
and yeam^ should rtdl contmuo lu that Oraar Jacobi were already m 
state ofhombleagiiaiiojEi, the true fere- qjrms, immense aasemblages appeared 
taste of the torments of helL^ The I'ound tiie Panthdon, in the Place of 
mobs whidt, had, for sommwnelm pre- the Bastile, in ^t of NAtre Dame, m 
oedu^ assembled m tiid streets on ao^ the Pfece de Gr^ve^ in the Place Royale 
oouut of the hi^ price of provirions The whole city was m agitation vast 
and universal sufibring, prevented the, bodiesjof insurgents by daybreak sur 
ConvenUoB frona aware of Ujejroiinded ttie Convention, and by tea 
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o clock eveiy avenoo to its hall was 
<^oked with a forest of pikes. The in 
Burgeuts had adopted the most ener 
getic measures to restore the democrat¬ 
ic order of things. In the name of the 
“insurgent people^ who had risen to 
obtain bread, and resume their rights, 
they established a provisional commit 
tee, which immediately abolished the 
existing government, proclaimed the 
demociatic constitution of 1793, the 
dismissal of the members of admims 
tration, and their arrest, the liberation 
of the patnots in confinement, the in 
stant oonvocation of the pnmary as 
semblies, the suspension of aQ autho¬ 
rity not emanating from the people 
They resolved to create a new Munici 
pahty, to serve as a centre of operations, 
to seise the telegraph, the bamers, the 
cannon of alarm, and the tocsin, and 
to invite all the forces, both regular 
and irregular, to join the banners of 
the people and march against the Con 
vention 

SO Scarcely were the decrees of the 
Convention, to guard against these dan 
gers, passed, when a fonous multitude 
broke into the hall, crying aloud for 
bread and the constitution of 1703 
The President Vernier behaved with a 
digiuty befitting his situation “ Your 
ones, * he said, “ will not alter one iota 
of our measures, thev will not hasten 
by one second the arrival of provisions 
they will only retaid them” A no 
lent tumult diowned his voice, the m 
Burgents broke open the inner dOors 
with hatchets, and instantly a vocifer 
oils multitude filled the whole of Ihe 
loom A severe struggle ensued be 
tween the national guard, mtrustedwith 
the defence of the Convention, and the 
funouB rabble Vernier Was torn from 
the chair it wi^ immediately occu pied 
by Boissy d Anglaa, whc^ tmtMigh Ihe 
whole of that penlous day, evincM the 
most heroic fimn^ of mind. Sevtmii 
pikes, wielded by savago hands, wer^ 
directed against his breast, and, but for 
the intrepidity of a bystander, would 
have proved fatal Fdiaud, with gen 
erous devotion, inteiposed his body 
to receive the blows destmed for the 
president, he was mortally wounded, 
dragged out by the populace and be 


headed in the lobby They instantly 
placed his head on a pike, and with 
savage ones re entered the hall, beanng 
aloft in triumph the bloody trophy ot 
their violence. Almost all the deputies 
fled m consternation, none remained 
excepting the fnenda of the revolt and 
Boissy-d Anglos, who, with Roman con 
stmicy, filled the chair, and, regardleas 
of all the threats of the multitude, uii 
ceasmgly protesi^ in the^^ame of the 
Convention,gainst the violence with 
whidi th^weie assailed They pre 
sented to him the Ideless head of Fd 
raud on the top of the pike, and waved 
It before his eyes, he turned aside with 
emotion from the horrid spectacle 
they again presented it, and he bowed 
with reverence before the remains of 
fidehty and devotion The multitude 
laugh^ loudly, and applauded long, at 
the sight of the bloody head. Ones of 
“ Bre^ ! bread» - Liberate all the pa 
tnots 1” reao|siidod for more than half 
an hour through the hall, with such 
vehemence that no other voice could 
be heard. He was at length tom from 
the chmr by the efforts of bis fnefids, 
and the mob, oveiawed by the gran 
deur of his conduct, permitted him to 
retire without xnoles^tion Being now 
undisputed masters of the Convention 
the insurgents, with the aid of then 
associates in it, proceeded without de 
lay to assume thegovemmenh Amidst 
tlm gloom of twilight, ^ey named a 
president, got possession of all the bu 
reau^ and, in ^e midst of deafening 
applause, passed a series of resolutions 
declaratory of their intentions. The 
most important of these were, the re 
storation of the Jacobin club, the rc 
establishment of the democratic consti 
tution, the lecali of the exiled members, 
ihe dismissal of all the existing mem 
hers of the goveo'iunent. A provision 
al administration and a comtoandei of 
the armed force were named, and every 
thing seemed to inchoate a complete 
revolution 

31 But though the Convention was 
dissolved, the Committees still existed, 
and their fimness saved France All 
the efiforte of the maur^onte to force 
their pkee of meeting wei'e defeated by 
the Vigour of a few companies of the 
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B^tional guard, and a determined batid 
of the Troupe i)or<5t, who guaidcd the 
avenues to that Ubt 'is>lum of older 
and hum<mity As night approached, 
m Luy ot the mob retired to their homes, 
and the troops of tlie sections began to 
asscmb’c in foi'co lound the Ccnnxnit 
tcch Lncouiagfd by the strength of 
their defenders, they even leturned to 
the seat of govemtnent, mid there veu 
tured on uiftnpeu attack on the msm 
gents The grenadiers of*the sections 
ad\ anced with fixed bayonets, the pike^ 
men of the faubourgs stood then giound, 
ind a bloody strife ensued in the hall 
and oh the benches of the Convention. 
The opposing cries, '*Vivent lea Ja 
cobins* "Vive la Convention* ' re 
sounded from the opposite sides of the 
room, and success was for a few mxu 
utes doubtful At length the insur 
gents were forced bock at the point of 
the bayonet, and a tnghtful moss of 
men and women, half of 'V^om weic in 
toxicated, were di iven headlong, amidst 
fuglitful cnes, out of the h^L At 
eleven o clock Legendre made a s dlj, 
and speedily rout^ the surrounding 
multitude they made a resistance us 
pusillanimous as their conduct hod 
bet n violent, and the members who had 
fied resumed at midnight their places 
in the Convention All that had been 
done by the rebel authonty was ml 
mediately annulltd, eight and twenty 
members who had supported their pro 
ceedings were put under anest, and at 
five in the morning they were already 
five leagues from Pans. Such was the 
U rmmation of this memorable revolt^ 
which obtained the nathe of the inaur 
rection of tlie 1st Prainol On no for 
mer occasion had the people evinced 
such exasperation, or a spectacle so 
tomble been exhibited in the I^ialar 
ture If cannon we^e not plants in 
battery agamSt the Convention, as on 
the 3lst May, ;vet the sc^es m the in 
tenor of its hall Were tnore bloodjafid 
appallmg, and the victory of "po 
pulaOQ mr the tune not leas coiripl^ 
The want of design and deciSioii on the 
part of the insotgenis alone made them 
lose the victory efiietr Uiey had gamed 
it, and saved Franco from a return to 
the reign of blood. 
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82 But the faubourgs, though de 
feated, were not subdued On we fol 
lowing day the tocsin sounded m every 
quarter of Pans at tight o clock in the 
morning, the gdn^rale beat to summon 
the national guard, and the ConVen 
tion, little expecting to survive the day, 
Assembled in their hall at nine The 
iDsuigents quickly appeired in great 
strength, they advanced in still greater 
force against the Convention, and had 
already pointed their cannon gainst 
the place of its deliberation The con 
duct of the President Legendre, on this 
trying occasion, was in highest de 
gree admirable The sound of the ap 
proach of the artillery mode several 
members start from their scats, and run 
towards the door Theie new terrois 
appeared the cannoneeis of the Con 
ventiou, as soon as they saw the guns 
of the faubourgs c^orgid, went over to 
the mob, and both, united, pointed 
their pieces, with the matches lighted 
against the Assembly All seemed lobt 
a similar defection the other way hod 
rumod Robespierre. But, in that ex 
tremity, the conduct of the Presulent 
Legend e proved the salvation of the 
countiy “ Representatives 1*' cried he, 
" remain at your posts *, be steady Na 
ture has d^tmed us all to death—a 
little sooner or later la of trifling mo 
ment, but an inB«Ant s vacilUtion would 
rum you for ever Awed by these 
words, they lesumed their seats, and 
awaited in silence the enemies who stu 
rounded the hall Their defenders soon 
arrived The Jeunessr Doi <Se appeared 
in strength arms were distributed ir» 
thirty thousand men, the cavalry drew 
around them in imposing numbers 
the sections Lepelletier and La Butte 
des monlms ranged themselves on the 
aide of the Convention, cannon were 
planted, and platoons' ftady to dis 
change on both sides* Intimidated by 
a re^stanoe they had not expected, tlm 
chiefs of the insuig^ta paused, and 
the Convention, i^ing advantage of 
their heatik^on, entered into a negotta 
tion with th^r leaders, who prevailed 
on the people to retire, after receiving 
the aflauranot that the Supply of provi 
Bions jEbr^e Capital should be attended 
to, and the laws of the constitution of 
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1793 enfoi ced The result of that day 
demonstrated that the physical force of 
the populace, however formidable, be 
ing depnvtd of the guidance of leaders 
of ability, could not oout^d with the 
permanent mfiuence of the government 

33 Instruotid by so many disasters, 
and such narrow escapes from utter 
ruin, the Convention lesolvcd on the 
most decisive measures hleven of 
the most obnoxious members of the 
Mountam—viz ,Rhul, Romme, Goujon 
Duquesnoy, Duroy, Soubram Bour 
botte, Peyasard Fonestier, Albitte, and 
Prieur de la Marne, were delivered over 
to a military commission, or the ordin 
ary tribunals, by whom they were all | 
condemned, except the three last, who ; 
escaped. Three of them, Romme, Gou | 
jon, and Duqueenoy, stabbed them | 
selves at the bar on receiving sentence, 1 
and expired in presence of the judges, | 
several of the others mortnlly wounded 
themselves, and were led, still bleed 
ing, to the scaffold. They all died with 
a stoical ffimness, so often displayed, 
during those da>3 of anarchy, by the 
victims of pohtical, worse than an^ 
religious fanaticism* Bai&re, GoUot 
dHerboin, Billaud Vatennes, and Vsr 
dier, were ordered to be tned^hy the 
cnmmal tiibunol of Charente Infen 
cure, but before the decree arrived at 
Rochefort they had all, except Bar&re, 
been transported or escaped 

34 At length the pen(^ had amved 

when the faubouigs, whose revolie had 
BO often proved fatal to the branquiUity 
of Franco, were to bo ffnally suWued 
The mur^rer of the deputy F4raud 
had been discovered, and condemned 
by a roihtary commission AVTien the 
day of hifl punishment approached, the 
Convention, to prevent another revolt, 
ordered the disarming of the faubourgs 
A band of the most mtrepid of the 
Troupe Dor^e impimdently advanced 
into that thickly peopled quarter, and, 
after some guns, found them 

advea surrounded by its immense pop^ 
Ution They owed their safety to the 
humanity or prudence of the leaders of 
the reyolt^ who hesitated to imbrue 
their hands an the blood of the best 
families of Pane. But no sooner were 
they permitted to letiie, than ^ na 


tional guaid, thnty thousand strong 
supported by four thousand troops of 
the line, surrounded the i evolutionary 
quarter, the avenues leading to it were 
planted with cannon, and mortars dis 
posed on conspicuous situations to tei 
nfy the inhabitants into submission 
Alarmed at the prospect of \ bombaid 
ment, by which thoir property would 
have been endangered, themastei niann 
facturers and chiefs of thg revolt h td 
a conference at^vhlch it was resolved 
to make an unconditional sunendcr 
they submitted without restnction to 
the tuTUB of the Convention Then* 
cannon weio taken from them, the ar 
tiUeryxneu disbanded, the revolution 
ary comnuttees suppressed the con 
stitution of 1793 abohshed, and the 
formidable pikes, which since the 14th 
July 1789 had so often struck terror 
mto Pans, finally given up Shortly 
after, the military force was taken out 
of the hands of the populace The ua 
tional guards were organised on a new 
footing the workmen, the valeto, tlie 
indigent citizens, were excluded fiom 
their ranks, and the new members, re 
gulorly organised by battalions and bn 
gades, were subjected to the ordere of 
the Military Committee At the samo 
time, m accoi dance with an eaimest peti 
tiou from the few remaining Catholics, 
they were permitted to make use of the 
churches, on condition of maintaining 
them at their own expense 

Thus TJfiUMll^ATSn THB RbION OX THE 
MuLTirunB, six years after it had been 
first established by the storming of the 
Bastile. From the period of their being 
disarmed the populace took no fur 
ther share in the changes of govern 
ment, these were brought about solely 
by the middle classes and the army 
It 18 the armtnq of the people lu 
troubled tunes which is the fatal step, 
for it at once renders the mob Of the 
ca{utal the masters of the state After 
the populace were diBarmed the grand 
Bouioe of disorder and suffering was 
closed T^ Revolution, consideired as 
a movement of toe peo^e, was there 
after at an end, the subse«^neiit strug 
gjes were merely the contests of other 
powOTB for toe throne whu^ they had 
made vacant. 
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The gradual relaxation of the extra 
ordonary ngour of govemment erected 
by the Convention presents an interest 
ing epoch m the history of the Revo 
lution. 

35 After the overthrow of Bobos 
pierre, the Convention endeavoured to 
retrace their steps towards the natural 
ordei of society, but they experienced 
the utmost difiiculty in the attempt 
To go on theioaximumji foiced rt 
quisitions, and general dvtnbution of 
food, was impossible, but how to relax 
those extreme measures was the ques 
tion, when the general industry of the 
country was so giievoualy reduced, aud 
the usual supphes so much straitened, 
both by the abstraction of agricultural 
labourers, the terror excited by the re 
quisitionists, and the foroed sales at a 
nominal and ruinous price The first 
step towards a return to the natural 
state was an augmentation of the pnee 
fixed as a maxUnum by two thirds, and 
ahmitaUou of the right of inalang forced 
reqmsitionB But these oppressive ex 
actions were m fact abandoned by the 
reaction lu the public feehxi^, and the 
cessation of terror, after the fall of the 
Dictatorial govemment The assignats 
going on continually deolming, the arer 
ston of all the industrial dasaes to 
tibe maximum was constantly inereas 
mg, because the losses they sustamed 
through the forced sales were thereby 
daily augmented, and the persons in 
trusted with the admuustratioD of the 
laws, being of a moie moderate and 
humane character, were averse to have 
recourse to the sanctuary means which 
still lemained at their diapoeaL Thus 
there was everywhere in France a gen 
eral endeavour to elude the maximum, 
and the newly constjituted authorities 
winked at frauds whi^h they felt to be 
the neoessaiy consequence of so unjust 
a law Ko one, durapg the Beign of 
Terror, ventured openly to resist regu 
latious which rendered the mdusttw 
and commereial classes tnbutaiy to the 
soldiers and the multitude^ b^wheu 
the danger of the goiUotme WasM an 
end, the reaction against them n- 
iesuiible 

3$ Many months hod not elapsed 
aftei the 9th Thermidor, before the total 
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abolition of the maximum and forced 
requisitions was demanded in the Con 
vention PubUc feelingrevolted against 
their contmuance, and they were put 
an end to almost by acclamation The 
powers of the Committee of Subsistence 
and Provisions were greatly circum 
flcnbed, the nght of making forced re 
quisxtions waa continued only for a 
month, and its army of ten thousand 
employes lestncted to a few hundn-d 
At the same tune, the free circulation 
of gold and silver, which had been ar 
rested by the Revolutionary govun 
ment, waa agam permitted. The inex 
tncable ^question of the assignats next 
oqpupied the attention of the Conven 
tion, for the sufil^rmg produced by 
their depreciation hod become abso 
lutely intolerable to a laige portion of 
the people Being still a legal tender 
at par, aV those who had money to re 
ceiveloat eleven twelfths of then pit^ 
perty The salaries of the pubUc func 
tionanes, and the payments to tlie 
pubhc ci^itorB were to a certa;n de 
gree augmented, but by no means in 
proportion to the depreciation of the 
paper But this was a trifling remedy 
the great evil still remained uxuniti 
gated in all payments betu^een man and 
man over the whole countiy 
37 The only way of withdrawing the 
assignats from oiroul ition, and in con 
sequence enhanemg tbeu value, was 
by the sale of the nafaon^ domains 
when, according to the theory of then 
formation, ^y diould be retired by 
government, and destroyed. But how 
were puroh^rs to be found ? Th it 
was ^e eternal question which con 
stantly recurred, and never could be 
answered The same national convul 
Sion whidi had confiscated two thirds 
of the land of France beloxiging to the 
emigrante, the ^rgy, hnd the crown 
had destroyed almost all the capital 
which could he employed m its pur 
chase Sales to any considerable ex 
ffent Were thus totally out of the ques 
tion, tihe more especially as tiie estates 
thus brought aU at once to sale, cou 
sisted in great part of sumptuous pal 
aces, woods, parks, and othei domain*^, 
in circumstances, of all others, tht 
worst adapted for a division among the 
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mdufitnal classes It was uot the ca 
pitals of a few shopkeepers and fanners 
which had escap^ the general wreck 
that could produce any ImpresBion on 
such immense possessions The difGl 
culty, in truth, waa inextncable No 
sales to any extent went on , the assig 
nats were contmually increasuig with 
the Tast expenditure of government, 
and at length it was got over, as will 
appear in the sequel, by forced means, 
and the proclamation of a national 
bankruptcy of the veiy worst kind 
88 But the attention of the Oouven 
tiou was soon drawn to evils of a still 
more pleading kind The abolition of 
the maximum, and of the forced reqm 
BitioDs, had depnved government of its 
violent means of feeding the citizens, 
while, m consequence of the shock 
which these tyrannical proceedings had 
given to industry, the usual sources of 
supply were almost dried up The con 
sequence was a moat sovore scarcity 
of every kind of provisions, which 
went on increasing during the whole 
of the winter of 1794 5, and at length, 
in March 1795, reached the most ah^ 
ing height To the natural evils of fa- 
mme were superadded the horrors of a 
winter of uncommon seventy, such as 
had not been expenenced in Europe 
for a hundred years The roads, oov 
erod with ice, soon became impassable 
for carnages, the canals were itozen 
up, and means of subsistence to 
the metropolis seemed to be totally ex 
haiisted In this extremity eveiy fa 
mily endeavoured to lay m stores for 
a few days, and the few convoys which 
approached Pans were besieged by 
crowds of famishing citizens, who pro 
teeded twt-nty and thirty miles to an 
timpate the ordinary supplier Nothing 
remained for government, who still ad 
hered, though with weakened powers, 
to the system of distributing food to 
the people, but to diminish the rations 
dally issued, and on the report of 
Boissy d Anglos, the quantity aerred 
out from the public magazmes was 4i 
mmibhed to one-half, or a pound of 
bread a day for each person abOve the 
V orking cl^es, and a pound and A half 
to those actually engaged in labour 
39 At this rate there was daalj dia 


tnbuted to the six hundred and thuty 
SIX thousand inhabitants of the capi 
ta], eighteen hundred and ninety seven 
casks of flour Butmnidl as tlusquan 
txty was, it was soon found necessary 
to reduce it sbll further, and at length, 
for several weeks, each citizen received 
only two ownee^ of black and coarse 
bre^ a day Small as this pittance w is, 
it could be obtained only by soliciting 
tickets from comlnitteessof govern 
ment and afttr noting at the doors of 
tl^e bakers from ^even at night till 
seven m the mormng, during the ng 
our of an arctic wint^ The citizens 
of Pans were for months exposed to 
the horrors of a state of siege, num 
bers penshed of famine, and many 
owed their existence to the kindness of 
some fiiend m the country, and the in 
troduction of the potato, which already 
began to assuage this artiflcial, as it 
has so often since done the most severe 
natural ecai cities. 

40 The abohtion of the maximum, 
of the requisitions, and of all the foreetd 
methods of procuni^ supfflies, pro 
duoed, as might have been anticipated 
a most violent reaction on the pnoe 
eveiy article of consumption, and, by 
consequence, on the value of the assig 
nats Boreign commerce having begun 
to revive Wilh the cesaation of the K^gn 
of Terror, sales being no Icmger forc^> 
the asBsgnat was brought into oompan 
son with the currency of other coun 
tries, and its enormous lufenontv pre¬ 
cipitated still further its fall The ra 
pidity of its deebne gave nee to numer 
one speculAtions on Exchange of 
Pans, and the people, m the midst of 
the horrors of famme, were exasperated 
by the sight of fortunes made out of 
the misery which they endured. Gov 
enunent, to provide for the neoessi 
ties of the mhabttants, had no other 
resource but to mcrease the issue of 
aawgaata for the purchase of provi 
Bions, three milUi^ more of h’snoa 
1[£120,000,000) were issued for this ne 
oessaiy purpqpe, and the consequaice 
was, that paper money fall almost 
to nothing Br^ was exposed foi 
sale at twenty two francs the pouhd m 
asaigoats, and what formerly cost 100 
francs was now raised to 4000 In the 
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courae of tlie year the depreciation 
became such, that 28,000 francs in 
paper were exchanged for ft louis d or, 
and a dinner for hve or six persons 
cost 60,000 francs in assignate A kind 
of despair seired eTery mind at such 
pi odigious and app irentjy mtennmablc 
losses, and it was the force of this feel 
ingx^hicb produced the gpreat revolts 
already mentioned, which had so nearly 
ptoved to the Thermidonons, and 
restored the hole fcftcedb system of the 
Reign of Terror ^ 

41 The Overthrow of this insurrec¬ 
tion led to several laws which power 
full^ tended to dimmish the destruc 
tive asoendemcy of the people in the 
govei-nmeut The nationm guards 
were reoiganised on the footuig ou 
which they had been before the 10th 
August, the labourmg and poorer 
classes were excluded, and the service 
was confined to the more substantial 
citii^eus. At Pans this important force 
was placed under the orders of the nn 
1 1 taiy committei The government got 
quit at the same time of a burden 
some and rumous custom, which the 
Convention had boiroued from the 
Atheman democracy, of allowing every 
indigent citizen fifty sous a day, while 
they were engaged at their rwpective 
sections —SretSt premium on idle 
ness, mid a constant mduoement to the 
turbulent and restless to assemble at 
these great centres of democratic power 
The (hurches were restated to the 
anxious wu^hes of the Oathohes, on the 
condition that they ehonid momtain 
them themselves—the firtt symptom 
of a return to rel^oua feehng in that 
infidel age 

42 AU the efvils, the necessary result 
of an excessive and forced paper mreu 
lation, went on increasiDg after the 
government, which had returned to 
modeitite measure^ was installed m 
I>owen SubBiBtence was constantly 
wanting m the great towns, idhe trea¬ 
sury was empty of all but essigiUKtsf 
the great bulk of tlmiia^oiial^imnBins 
remained unsold, ihid transactions, 
debts, and propeiiiSs of mdtnduab 
were involved in shextrioftbteeonfixsiott 
Sensible of tbeuecessity <tf doing some¬ 
thing for thdse who were ptnd in the 


government paper, the Directory adopt 
ed a scale by which the assignats wt^re 
taken as woith a fifth of ibeir nominal 
value, but this was an mcotiBtderable 
relief, as they hod fallen to a hundred 
and fiftteik part of the sum for which 
they had been onginally issued 1'hc 
consequence of this excessive deprecia 
tion in a paper which was still a legal 
tender was, that the whole debts of in 
dividuals wore extinguished by a pay 
ment worth nothing, that the income 
ofthe fundholders was annihilated, and 
the state itself, compelled to receive its 
ovm paper in payment of the taxes 
found the treasury filled with a mass of 
Btenle assignats But tor the half of 
the laud tax, which was leceiyed in 
kind, the government would have been 
hter^ly without the means of feeding 
eithei Pans or the armies The excess 
of the paper cuculation bad rendered 
it valueless, aud m efiect leduced the 
transactionib <»f men to barter 

43 Hitherto the reaction had been 
in favour of constitutional and mod^ r 
ate measures, but the last great vie 
tory over the Jacobins revived the hopes 
of the •Royalists The emigrants and 
the clergy hod returned in great num 
bers smee the repeal of the severe laws 
passed against them dunng the Keigu 
of Terror, and contributed powerfully 
to incline the public mmd to a modei 
ate and constitutional monaichy The 
horror excited by the sanguinary pio 
ceedmgs of the Jacobins was so strong 
and universal, that the reaction natu 
rally was in favour of a royalist 
emmenk The recent succesaes of tin 
Troupe Doi^e, who formed the fiowei 
of the youth of Pans, had awakened ni 
them a strong esprU de eorpB^ and pro 
pared the great and inert body of the 
people to follow a basmer which had bo 
uniformly led to victory So stiong 
was the feehng at that period, fiom 
recent and gnevotw expencnce of the 
daiiger of popular tumults, that, after 
the disarming of the faubouigs, sever il 
aeotiona made a voiuntaly auuender of 
ttiw oytiHeiy to the goveniment. A 
large body of troops of the line, sup 
poHed a considerable tram of artil 
lerjr. Was brought to Pans, and oncoiup 
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ed m the plmn of Sablomt, and the 
galleries of the Convention w«e closed, 
txcept to persons having ticlfets of ad , 
mission The language odt the deputar 
tions of the sections at its bar became 
openly hostile to the dominion of the 
l)oople, and sucli as would a few months 
eaiher have been a sure passport to 
the scaffold t xpenenee,” said the 
deputies of the section Lepelletier, 
*‘haa tiught us that the despotism of 
the people is as insupportable as the 
U ranny of kmga The Revolutionary 
Tribunal, at the same period, was abol 
ished by u decree of the Oonven^on 
A journal of the day observed, Such 
was the tranquil and bloodless end of 
the most atrocious institution of which, 
since the Council of Blood, established 
bv the Duke of Alva in the Low Ooun 
tnes, the histoiy of tribunals, instru 
meiits of injustice, has preserved the 
remembrance 

44 Durmg this revolution of pubho 
opinion, the Oouveution was engaged 
in the formation of a constitution It 
IS m the hi^iest degree both cmnoua 
and instructive to Contemplate Hie al 
tered docttincs which prevailed alter 
the coDBequences of popular govern 
ment had been expenenced, and how 
generally men revei ted to those prm 
<iples which, Hi the commencement 
of the Revolution, weivi stigmatised as 
eLaviahaud<lisgraceful Boissy^ Anglos 
was chosen to make a report upon the 
form of the constitution, his memoir 
contains much unportant truth, which 
preceding events had forced upon the 
ohbervBtion of mankind ** Hitherto,' 
said he, ^^ihe efforts of France have 
been solely directed to destroy, at pre 
senl^ when we are neither sdenoed by 
the oppression of tyrants^ nor mtimi 
dated by the ones of demagogues, we 
must ium %6 oiu^advautage tlm enmes 
of the monarchy, the errors of the As 
stmbly, the horrors of the Deoernviml 
tyrannj, the calamities of aaifwchy 
Absolute equality la a ohitUera, vurfeue* 
talents, physical oi mtellectool powers, 
are not equally distributed by naturs. 
Property alone attaches Hui citizen to 
h\& Gountty, oil who are to have any 
share in the legislature should be pos 
sesstd of some independeiit income 


All Frenchmen are citizens, but the 
state of domestic service, p lupcnsm, oi 
the non payment of taxes, foibid the 
great majority from exercising their 
rights The executive government re 
quires a central position, a disposable 
force, a display calculated to strike the 
vulgar The people should never be 
permitted to deliberate indiscriminate 
ly on public affairs, a populace con 
stantly deliberating rapuUy^^nshes by 
misery and diftorcTer, the 1 iwa should 
nqver be submitted to the considera 
tion of the multitude ' Such were the 
principles ultimately adopted by the 
Eevoluticmary Asseuibly of Fi anc^ In 
a few yearn, centuries of expenence 
had be^ acquired 
45 If such was the language of the 
Convention, it may easily be conceived 
how much more ppweiful was Hie re 
action among the middle classes of the 
people The national guaid, and the 
Jeuneeee Dor4e of several aeotioiiB, had 
become open Royalists They wore the 
green and black uniform which dis 
languished the Chouana of the western 
provinces, the R4veil du Peuple was 
beginning to awaken the dormant, not 
extinguished, loyaltv of the French 
people The name of Terrorut had be 
come, in many places, the signal foi pro 
scnptious as penlous as that of Artjifo 
creU had fonnerly been lu the south, 
especially, the leaction was tembla 
Bands, bemng the names of tiie ^*Com* 
pomes of Jesus, ’ said the ** Compames 
of the Sun,*’ traversed the country, exe 
outing the most dreadful reprisals upon 
therevolutionary party At Lyons, Aix, 
Taraacon, and Marseilles, they mas 
sacred the prisoners without eit w trial 
or diBonminotaon, the 2d of September 
was repeated, with ail its horrors, in 
moat of the prisons of the south of 
France, At l^^ua, after the first mas 
sftcre of the Terrorists, they pursued 
Hie wretches through the streets, end 
when any one ws(s seired, he TVas m* 
Stantly thrown mtothe Rhone, at Tar* 
aseon, tbo captives were cast headlong 
l^rom top of a lofty rock utto that 
rapid atiuanx One pftson 4it Lyons 
was set on fire by mfunaied mob, 

and the unfaapj^ mmatea all penshed 
inthofiamea. The people^ exeapWited 
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hy the blood \vhich bnd been shed by 
the revolntioiiary partj, were insati 
able in their vengeance , they invoked 
the nAzno of a parent, brother, or sister, 
when retaliating on then oppiessors, 
and, while comnuttmg znuider them 
selves, exclaimed, with eveiy stroke, 
Die, «u3*;assiiis ' History must equal 
ly condemn such hoirors by whomso 
evei committed, but it must reserve 
severest ensure for those by whom 
they were fir$t perpdtrattd 

46 Many innocent jiersons perish^ 
as in all popular tumults, durmg those 
bloody days. The two younger sons 
of the Duke of Orleans, the Duke de 
Montpensier, and the Count Beaujoul 
ais, were confined m the Fort of St 
John at Marseilles, where the^ had 
been forgotten during the Reign of 
Terror On the June, a terrible 
noise round the fort announced the 
approach of the frantic multitude The 
cnee of the vietims in the adjoining 
cells too soon informed them of the 
danger which the^ ran, Royalists and 
J acobins were mdxscrurunately murder 
ed by the bloody assassins Isnard and 
Carm'oi at lon^h put a stop to the 
massacres, but not before eighty pei 
sons had been murdered The former, 
though he strove to moderate the sav 
age measures of the Royalists, mcreas 
ed their fury by the fearful energy of bis 
language We want arms,” said the 
young men who were marching against 
the Jacobins ofToulon Take, said he, 
** the bones of your faihers to march 
against their murderers.” The fate of 
these ydung pnnoes was in the highest 
degree interesting Some months after 
wards thdyform^ a plan of escape, but 
theDuke deHontpensiei,in descending 
the wall of the fiirt, broke his leg, was 
seized, and reconducted to prison He 
consoled himself for his fiulure by the 
thou^ts that his brbther had succeed 
ed, when he beheld him re enter the 
ceU, and fkll upon fais neck. Escaped 
ftom danger, and on the pomi of em * 
barking On board a vessq} deklgaed for 
the United States, he bad heard of the 
nuafi>rtune of his brother, and, unable 
to endure fireedom without hm^ lofi had 
retnmed to prison to share mn fate 
Tbqyy^ both subsequently liberated, 
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and reached America but tliey boou 
died, the victims of a long and sevt i o 
captivity of four yearri During the 
predominance of these prmciples, up 
wards of eighty Jacobins were dc 
Douncedinthe Convention, and escaped 
execution only by seen ting tht rnsel^ ts 
in different paints of France The only 
secure asylum which they found was 
in the houses of the Hoyahsts whom 
dunngthe days of thtn power, thty 
had saved from the scafiold. Not one 
was betiayed by those to whom thej 
fled. So pi*edoininiUit was the ninu 
enoe of the Guoudists that Louvet ob 
tamed a decree, ordering an expiatory 
ffite for the victims of 31st May None 
of the Thermidorians venturm to re 
sistthe proposal, though many amongst 
them had coutnbutM in no inconsi 
derable degree to then fate 
47 About the same time, the infant 
King of France, Louis XVIL, expired 
The 9th Thermidor come too late t<> 
save the hie of this unfortunate pnnrt 
His savage jailer, Simon, was indeed 
beheaded, and a less cruel tyrant suh 
stituted in hia place, but the temper 
of the times would not at first admit of 
any decided measures of indulgence m 
fevour of the heu to the throne The 
barbarous treatment hehadexperiencod 
from Simon had ahenated his reason, 
but not extinguished lua feelmgs of 
latitude On one occasion, that m 
huinan wretch had seized him by the 
hair, and threatened to dash his head 
against the wall, the surgeon, Naii]in, 
mterfered to prevent him, cmd the un 
happy child next d-w piesented him 
'mth two pears, which bad been given 
him for his supper the preceding even 
mg, lamenting, at the same time, th it 
he had no other means of testifying bis 
gratitude Simon and Hubert had put 
mm to the torture^ to^extract from him 
an avowal of enmes connected with lus 
mother, w hich he was too young to uu 
dei!stand, after that cruel day, he al 
most always preserved sUenctfi^ let^ his 
words ahottldprove £a.t^ to ^me of his 
rdations Tnia resolution, and the 
cdoseneag of laa confinetpen’’^ 
preyed tmon hu health In February 
1796 he was seieed with a fever, and 
visited by three niembeie of the Com 
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mittc6 of General Salvation they 
found him sitting at a little table, mak 
ing castles ot cards They addrefesed 
to hnn words of kindness, but could 
not obtain any answer In May, the 
bt ite of hiB health became so alaiming, 
thit the celtbnted surgeon Desaault 
u \& directed by the Com ention to viait 
him , hiu generous attentions assuaged 
the Bufferings of his latter days, but 
tould not pi olonghis life he soon aftci 
died in piison The public sympathy 
u as so strongly excited by tlus event, 
th it it induced the Convention to con 
sent to the freedom of the remaining 
child of Louis XVI On the ISth of 
Tunc, the Duchess d'Angoul^me was 
liberated from the Temple, and ex 
changed for the four Commissioners 
whom Dumouner had delivered up to 
the Austrians She had owed her life, 
during the ascendancy of Kobespieri'e, 
to a project which he was revolving in 
his mind, of mariying that unhappy 
pi incess, and thus uniting m his peiojon 
tlio Revolutionary and Royalist parties.* 

48 The fate of Lafiyette, Latour 
Maubcuig, and other eminent men who j 
wore detained m the Austrian pnsons, 
since their defection from the armies 
of I ranee, at this time excited the ihost 
aideut sympathy both in France and 
Great Britain. They had been ngor 
onsly guarded since thejr captivity m 
tile fortress of Olmutz, and the hu 
mane m every part of the world beheld 
with regret men who had voluntarily 
delivered themselves up, to avoid the 
excesses of a sanguinary faction, treated 
with more seventy than prisoners of 
war Mr Fox in vain endeavoured to 
luduce the Bntish government to in 
terfbro m their behalf, the reply of Mr 
Pitt m the House of Commons equalled 
tlie speech of his eloquent mu, and 
nothing followed from the attwnpt 
The vme and daughters of Lafayette, 
finding all attempts at his deliverance 
ineffectual, generously resolved to share 

* During these times this young unfor 
hinate ow^ her safety to the ambition of 
Robospierro and if during the Reign of Ter 
ror she did not follow the other memhers of 
her fkmily to the scaffold Itwae beoaUse thSt 
monster had Views upon her, and designed 
to espouse her with a view to the confinnai- 
uon of his power xiv 173 


his captivity, and they remained in 
confinement with him at Olmutz, till 
the Tictones of Buonaparte ii 1796 
compelled the Austnan government 
to consent to their liberation His im 
pnsonment, however tedious, was pro 
bably the means of saving his life, it 
is hardly possible that lu hVanoe he 
could have survived the Reign of Ter 
ror, oi escaped the multitude which he 
had roused to revolution, md to whom 
he had long been tho object^f execra 
tion 

^ Meanwhile, the Convention pro 
needed rapidly with ttie formation of 
the new constitution This waS ^he 
third which had been imposed upon 
the French people during the space of 
a few years—a sufficient proof of the 
dangerof mcautiouslyovertumiuglong 
established institutions But the con 
Btitution of 1795 waa veiy different 
from those which had preceded it, and 
gave striking proof of the altered con 
dition of the public mind on the state 
of pohtical affairs. Experience hod 
now taught all classes that the chimera 
of perfect equality tould not be aitam 
ed, that the mass of the people ate un¬ 
fit for the exercise of political rights, 
that the contests of factions terminate, 
it the people are victonous, in the su 
premacy of the most depraved The 
constitution which was framed under 
the influence of these sentiments dif 
fered widely both from that stiaick out 
during the glowing fervour of 1789, and 
that conceived amid the democratic 
transports of 1793 The ruinous error 
was now acknowledged of unitixig the 
whole legislative powers in one Assem 
bly, and enacting the most important 
laws without the intervention of any 
time to deliberate on their tendency, 
or recover from the excitement under 
which they may have ongmated. Quid 
ed by expenenoe, Eianoe reversed its 
former judgment on the union the 
orders In 1789, wbich had brou^t 
•bout tbe Revolution The lamsIaiUve 
power, theiefore^ was divided prtween 
two CouiIciIb, fh^ of the Fm Hundred 
and that of the Anctmte, !phe Conn-^ 
oil of Five Hundred was mtrueted with 
the sole nght of odguiating laws^ ti^t 
of the Ancients with tiie power of 
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passing or rejecting tliem, and to in contradicted by the e\pei lence of man 
sure the prudent discharge of this duly, kind The checks thus imposed upon 
no person could be a inembei of it tdl the power of the people weie the work 
he bad reached the age of forty years of their own delegates, chosen by uni 
No bill could pass till after it had been v^sal sufik-age during a peiiod of uu 
thn e times i ead, with an interval be exampled public excitation, whose pi o 
tweeu each reading of at least five days ceedirtgs had been marked by a more 

50 The executive power, instead of violent love of freedom than any that 
being rested aa lieietofore lu two com evei existed fr*bm the beginning of the 
mittees, was lodged in ttie hands of world Nothing can apeak so strongly 
h^ve Direcb)!^^ nominated by the Coun in favour of the necessity of conti oiling 
cil of Fivlf*Hundie<J, apnroved by that the people as the woik of tho repre 
of the Ancients They*were babie to sentatives whom they had themsehes 

be impeached for their misi^ondnctcby chosen, without exception, under the 
the Councils Each individual was by mfiueuco of the most vehement excite 
lot^tiou to be president during three ment, to confiim then power 
months, and every year a fifth new 52 The foimation of this con<H;itu 
Directoi was to l>e chosen, in lieu of tion, and its discussion in the assem 
one who was bound to retire The Di blies of the |>eop]c to which it was 
lectory thus constituted had the entire submitted foi oousidorataon, excited 
disposal of the army and finances, the the most violent agitation throughout 
appointment of {mblic fuuctionones, FranoeL Pans, as usual, took the lead 
and the management of all public no Its forty eight section'^ weremcesaantly 
gotiations They w^re lodg^ duinug assembled, and the public effoivt^conct 
the period of their ufiicial duly in the resembled that of 1789 This was 
palace of the Luxembourg, and attend brought to its height by a deci eo of Iht 
edbya guard of honour Thepnvi Convention, declaring that twotJuuh 
lege of electing membei^s for the legis of the present legislature should form 
lature was taken away from the great a part of the new legislature, and th it 
body of the people, and confined to the the electors should only fill up the it 
colleges of delegates Then meetings maimug part The citueus beheld 
were ciUed toe Primary wnth horror so large a propoition of a 

and, in order to insure the influence body, whose proceedings had dc1ug(.d 
of themiddle ranks, the persons elected France with blood, still dcstintnl to 
by toe Pnmary Assemblies were them reign over them To accept the cou 
selves the electom of the members of stitutSon, and reject thisdecree, seonud 
the legislature AH popular societies toe only way of getting free Horn tbf n 
were mtordicted, and toe press declared domlni&on The Thennidonan part} 
absolutely h*ee had been entirely excluded fi om thi. 

61 It la of importance to recollect Committee of Meten, to whom the for 
that tola constitution, so cautiously mation of the new constitution was lu 
framed to excltide the direct influence trusted, and in revenge they joined the 
of the people, and cuib the excess of assemblies of those ^who sought to 
popular hoentiousnesB, was the volun counteract the ambition of the Con 
taiyworkoftoevery Convention which vention The focus of the eflerves 
had come into under toe demo- oence was the s^ption Lepelletior 
cratic constitution of 1793, and imme- formei^y known by the name of that 
diately qfUr the lOth Aimist, which <rf toe Filiee 8t ^'Aomas, the nchcRt 
had voted the de%th of w the and moat powerful m Pans, which, 
coudenuiation of the Ourondiista, and threrngh all the changes of the Revolu 
the eiecutaon of Denton, wbu^ had tion, had sfceadHy a&ered to Boyahst 
supported toe bloody txces4to of the ptindplsa. 

Decemvirs, and survived the botrms 6A The Committee of Pans, 

of the reign of BobesmeiTe Lot it no of whiobl-eMaltre wasthoknownagent 

lopger he said, theremre, that the evfls which had stall existed through all the 
jhilo are Imaginary dongen^ horrors of too Bcvolution, findmg mat- 
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teid brought to thi^ (iiais, coalosced 
'With the jouinalfl and the leaders of 
the aections Th^ openly accused 
the Convention of attempting to per 
petuate its power, and of aiming at 
usurping the sovereignty of the people 
The oiators of the sections said at its 
bar, “ Deserve our choice, do not seek 
to command it, you ha^ exercised an 
authonty without bounds ^ you have 
united in yourselves all the poweis— 
those of making laws of revising them, 
of changing them, of executing 'them 
JjtecoUect bow fitiil niibtary despot 
ism was to the Roman lepubhc The 
pi ess of Fans teemed with pamphlets, 
inveighing against the ambitious views 
of the legislature, and the effoits of 
the sections were incessant to defeat 
their {pjjects The agitation of 1789 
was renewed, but it was all now on 
the other side the object now was, 
not to icsiram the tyranny of the court, 
but to repress the ambition of the dele 
g lies of the people 

54 “ Will the Conveuiion, s-^id the 
Ihjyalist orators, “nevei be satished Is 
a t tiign of three years, draught with more 
Climes than the whole annals of twenty 
other nations, not su&cient for those 
who rose mto power under the auspices 
of the iOth August and the 2d Septem 
bei f Is that power ht to repose under 
the shadow of the laws, which has 
only lived in tempests ? Let us not be 
deceived by the 9th Therxnidor, the 
bay of Quibeiron, wheie Talhen bore so 
conspicuous a part, may show us that 
the thmat for blood is not extinguished, 
even among those who overthrew Robes 
pierre. The Convention has done no* 
thing but destroy, shall we now in 
trust it with the work of oonservatickn * 
What reliance can be placed on the 
monstrous coahtioa between-the pro- 
Bcnbers and thejpi osonbed I Irrecon 
cilable enemies to each other, they haye 
only entered mto this c^mblance of bI 
hanoe in order to reaiat those wh<i hate 
them—that », every man m Fnmce.i 
It IB we ourselves who have forced upon 
them those acts of tardy humanity on 
which they now rely as a veil to meir 
moUBtrous prooeeduigs. But for our 
warm representations, the tnetnbem 
hors /a hi would still have been wan 


denug m exile, the seventy three depu 
ties still languishiug lu f>risou Who 
but ourselves formed the faithful guaid 
which saved them from the temble 
faubourgs, to whom they had basely 
yielded their best members on the 3lBt 
May ? They now call upon us to se 
lect among ite ranks those who should 
continue members, and form the two 
thii ds of the new Assembly Can two 
thirds of the Convention be found who 
are not stained v(ith bloe#? Can wo 
ever fotget tOkt many of its basest acts 
passed unammouslp, and that amajontj 
of three hundred and sixty one con 
ourred in a vote which will be an^eter 
nal subject of mourning to Fr^celf 
Shall we admit a majority of regicides 
into the new Assembly, intiust our 
liberty to cowards, oui feniones to the 
authors of so many acts of rapine, our 
lives to murderers? Ihe Convention 
IS only strong because it mixt's up its 
crimes with the glones of our anoies 
Let us separate them, let us leave the 
Convention its sms, and our soldiers 
their tiaumphs, and the woild wiU 
speedily do justice to both ” 

55 Such discourses, lucessmtlyre 
peated from the tnbimes of forty eight 
sections, violently shook the public 
mind m the capital To give gi eater 
publicity to their opinions, the orators 
repeated the same sentiments in ad 
dresses at the bar of the Convention, 
which were immediately oircidated vi ith 
iwidity through the departm^'ts The 
enervescenoe m the south was at its 
height, many important ciiaes and de 
partments seemed already disposed to 
mutate the sections of the metrepohs 
The towns of Dreux and Chartres 
waiTnly seconded theur wishes, the sec 
tioxw of Orleans sent the following mea 
sage—Prooaiy asseiadshes of Fotis, 
Orleans is at your *8146, it advance on 
the same line, let your cry be resist¬ 
ance to oppreBaion« mitred to usurpers, 
and we wiR second you The national 
guard of Pans ^lar^m the g^eralex 
citetaeni The bands of the Jeunesae 
I>or5e4uid inspired its membets vjrith 
part of ^eir own^eanltation 6f fsehng, 
and ditmmehed much of thohr 

ttmuhty Resistance to the tyinnts was 
openly spoken of ^ the Convention eom 
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pared to the Long Faihament which 
shed blood of Charlea I , and the 
HSBistanee of a Monk ardently looked 
for, to consumxaate the wd^k of restore 
ation 

56 Surrounded by so many dangers, 
the Conventioii did not abate of ita 
former energy They had lost the Ja 
cobins bytheir proscnptions, the Royal 
ists bythoir ambition What remamed? 
Thb Army and this terrible engine 
they reaol4t/i to eny>loi^ as the only 
means of prolonging theaFpower They 
lost no time in submitting the oonsti 
tution to the soldiers, and by them it 
was unanimously adopted. Mihtary 
men* accustcened to obey, and to take 
the lead from others, uauaJl>, except 
in periods of uncommon excitement^ 
adopt any constitution which is reoom 
mended to them by their officers The 
officers, all rawed during the fei vour of 
1793, and m great part strangers to the 
horrors which had alienated so large a 
part of the population of Paris from the 
Revolution, eageily supported a con 
stitution which promised to continue 
the 1 4gimc under which they had risen 
to the stations they now occupied. A 
body ol five thousand leguh^ troops 
was assembled in the neighbourhood of 
Pans, and their adhesion to the con 
stitution eagerly announced to the ciU 
zens. The Convcutiou called to their 
support the Frsotonan guards they lit¬ 
tle bought how soon they weie to re 
ceive irom them a master 

57 It sogh appeared that not only 
the aimijss, but alarge m^Onty of the 
deporiments, had accepted the consti 
tution. The inhabiJnnta of Pans, how 
ever, accustomed to take the lead in all 
pubhe mesoilres, were not discouraged, 
the section LejpeUetier unanimously 
passed a mo|iuu^ ^^That the powers 
(»f every constitute authonly ceased 
in presence of tibie assembled people/* 
and a provisional government, under 
the of a Centoil Committee, was 
established under the auspices ita 
leaders. A mi^onty of me ae(^ona 
adopted their resolutipnf whl^ was 
immediate annulled by the Obnven 
tion, and thmr decree waa, lU ^ 
reversed by the Assemohes of tha S^ec- 
to«L The content now beoame open 
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between the sections and the legisla 
tore, the formei separated the eonsti 
tution from the deciees ordaining the 
re-election of two thirds of the old As 
sembly they accepted the fonner, and 
rejected the latter On the Hd October 
(11 Vend^miaire), it was resolved by 
the sections, ^at the electors chosen 
by the people should be assembled it 
the Thddtre Frangaw, under protection 
of the national guard, and on tlut du> 
they were conducted thereby an armed 
force of chasseurs and grenadiers The 
danger of an insunection against a go 
veniment having at its commaud the 
militaiy foice of Fiuuce, wros apparent, 
but the enthusiasm of the moment 
overbalanced all other oonsnlorations 
58 On the one side it was urged, 
“Are we about to oonseciate,by om 
example, that odious principle oi insur 
rection which so many bloody days have 
rendered hateful 1 Our enemies alone 
are skilled ux revolts, the act of excit¬ 
ing them IS unknown to ua The niiil 
titude is mdiiferent to oui cause de 
prived of their aid, how can we face tho 
government f If they join our ranks, 
how shall W 0 restrain their banguinary 
excesses? Should we prove victuiious, 
what dynasty shall we establish? What 
chiefs con we present to the ai mies ? 
Is there not too much reason to fear 
that success would only revive divi 
sions now happily forgotten, and give 
our enemies the means of piofiting by 
our discord ? But to this it was re 
plied, “ Honour foibids us to recede, 
duty calls upon us to restore freedom 
to our coun^, his throne to our mon 
arch. We may now, by seizing the de 
cisive moment accomplish tl^t which 
formerpatnotssought m vain to achieve 
The dm ISiermi^ only destroyed a 
tyrant, nowtyranny itself is to be over 
thrown. If oui muue^ore now obscure, 
they will no locgei remain so, we shall 
acquire a glory of which even the brave 
Vendeans shall be envious Letusdafs 
that IS the watchword in revolutions 
--spaay itfor once be employed on the 
side of <«:d^ and freedom The Con 
ventao^i win neverfoigive our outrages, 
tho nasglullonary tyranny, curbed for 
more ibm a year by our exertions, will 
nse up wXk paaew^ vigour for our 
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struction, if wo do not anticipate itn Convention at its place of assinibl^ on 
vengeance by dtlivenng ourftelves the following dav Informed of this 
Moved by thase considerations the sec failure^ 4bd the dangerous excihmciit 
tionsnnaniinouflly resolved upon resist- which it had produced in Pans, the 
ance The national guard amounted to Convention, at eleven at night, dm 
above thirty thousand men—butitwas missed General Henou, and gave the 
totally destitute of artilleiry, the sec command of armed force, with un 
tions having, m the belief that they limited powers, to General Barras He 
were no longer required, delivered up immediately demanded the assistance, 
the pieces with which they had been as second m command, of a young oSi 
lumxshtd m 1789, upon the final dis cer of artillery, who had djghUguished 
aiming of the msurgent faubourgs himself at tb** siage of Tdffion and in 
Then want was now seve? ely felt, as the war m the Mantime Alps— Napo 
the Convention had fifty pieces at their LfioN Btjon APAjirE 
command, stationed at Sablons near 80 This young officer was imme 
Pum, whose teiuble efficacy had been diaiely introduce to the Comiu^ttee 
abundantly proved on the 10th August, His manner v as timid and embarrass 
and the cannoneers who weie to serve ed, the career of public life was as yet 
them weieth' same who hud broken new, but his clear and distinct opin 
the lines of Pnnee Cobourg The na ions, the energy and force of his Ian 
tiouol guard hoped, by a rapid advance, guage, already indicated the powere of 
to capture this formidable tram of ar his mind By his %uivioe, the powerful 
tiUeiy, and then +he victory was secure tram of artillery in the plain of bablons, 
59 The leaders of the Convention, eonsiating of hfby pieces, was imme 
^ on then Bide, were not idle In the diately brought by a lieutenant, after- 
evening of the 3d October (11 Vend^ wards well known in military annals, 
mnire) a decree was passed, ordering named MciCAr, to the capital, and dis 
the immediate dissolution of the elec posed in such a position as to ooininand 
toial bodies lu Pans, and embodying all the avenues to the Convention 
into a regiment fifteen hundred of the Early on the following morning, the 
Jacobins, many of whom were bberated neighbourhood of the Ttulenes resem 
fiom the piiBons for that especial pur bled a great intrenched camp The hue 
pose These measures brought matters of defence extended from the Pont 
to a crisis between the seettons and the Neuf, along the quays of the river to 
government This decree was openly the Pont Louis XVI , the Place du 
resisted, and the notional guard having Carrousel and the Louvre were filled 
assembled m force to protect the elec with cannon, and the entrances of all 
tors at the Th(S4tre £ rau^ais, the Con the streets which open into the Rue 
vcution oi*dered the mihtaiy to disperse St Honord strongly guarded, lu this 
them General Meuou was sqipointed position the command«^ Of the Con 
commander of the armed forces and he ventiou awaited the attack of the in^iur 
advanced with the troops of the Ime gents Buonaparte was indefatigable 
to surround the Convent of Hie FiUes in hia exertions to mspre the tioops 
Si Thomas, the centre of the insurreo with confidence he visited every posi^ 
tion, where the section Lepelletiw was inspected evely battery, and spoke to 
assembhd. Mex:|pu, however, had not the men with thaf decision and oon 
the decision requmite for success in fidence which is so often the prelude to 
civil contests. Instead of attacking the victory 

insurgents, he entered into a negotia fiL The action was soon commenced 
tion with them, and retired m the eten lAbove thirty thousand men, under Gen 
ing without having effected anything era]s Danidui and Duhoux, sui round 
His fioilure gave all the advantages of ed the little afmy of six thousand, who, 
a victory to tlie sections, the national with this pow^ful artilleix defended 
guard mustered in greater strength the seat of the legislature, combat 

than evei, and resolved to attack the began m Hie Rue St Honord at half 
VOL. 1X1 q 
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fi fwr, the gretmdleni, placed in the 
hnifch of StRoch, opened e fire of QXKe 
ketrjr on canncMoeera of the Con 
T»ho jWiod by a diecheyge of 
flfnpcHBhot which swept dealructian 
the eemed rehks of the na 
tionaV gpard who occupied the Rtie St 
Hobox 0 Though the insurgente fought 
wHh the moflt deteroaiucd bravery^ and 
the file fztan the Church of St Jtoch 
waa vrell Auatamed, nothing could xosist 
the i^ordemK/ grape«hoh uf the regu 
lar s61diex« Mkny of hhe oannooeers 
fell at the^r gura, hat the fire of theh* 
piopes w$8 not dimmkhed In a few 
the Hue Si Honord was de 
Beirto4i fimg colamna earned 

•confi^on into the ranks of the reserve, 
who wun? formed near the Chnrch of 
the FiUes St Thomas. General Dam 
can gallops Off at the first discharge, 
and appeared agsau during we 
day Meanwhile the Pont iSei^ was 
«amed by the insurgente, and a new 
ookmuif tan thousand stzwg, adrnm^ 
Mohg m opposite <m6y to the Tuilenes, 
to attaOk Pont ftoysl BuonatJnrte 
a]lotred them to advance with'm tw^iy 

K ~ I of his batteries, and thou opened 
re, 1^ insurgents stood three die 
ohasges without fiinching, but> not 
havi^ resoltfi;h}a enough to rush upon 
Oonhoit afl^ they were fired, they 
were uliufiately driven bach m disorder, 
and by seven o clock the victory of the 
waa ooinplete at all pointa 
At nine, the troops of the hoe carried 
the posts of ihe national guaid m the 
PojUub and oh the following 

tnorn^g ^ section Lepelletsm wan 
disom^ and the ifisurgenk ev^ 
where submitted 

62 l bueh was ^ result of the itACv 
iKsi^nainctiC^ of the people in the 
French Kev^fiutl^ ^ afi'we subseijuent 
chaugea were ei^etod hy the r^eiu 
meut or the wttfuee, w^out tmt la•^ 
ttirforeno& The ^Wxrgmt% on this 
occesion, were not the jmbbk or the 
fUjnflSsmswhohadsolong&fiMnedils hk- 
tory with blood j tiwy weys ttie fiower 
of the mtmena bf Park, ^inpiftdiig all 
that the Bevoiutxoii had le|t tibaltras 
pr elevutod, pr nblfie m the 

Tlicy were cireHi»own» hedhy 
superioi numbera fir oowige of 
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their advcrsanos, but by the ternbla 
effect of their artilleiy, by the power of 
mOjtary disciifiuxe, the genius ot 
that youthful conqueror befoie whom 
Anthe anniee of Europe were d^istined 
to foil The ptfortitl strength ol the na 
tion was all on their side but, m revo 
lutions, it IS seldom that moral strength 
proves ultimately nctonous, and the 
examples of Capsar and Cromwell me 
not required to ^how that the natural 
termination of civil strife is imliiaiy 
despotism 

fi3 The Convention nuido a gt-uerouB 
one of their victoiy The Gxroudmtb 
who exercised an almost unlimited r w*iy 
over its members, put m pi actici. thos*^ 
maxima of clemency which they had so 
often recouimeuded to others, the of 
ficers who had gamed the victoi} felt ti 
strong lepugnance to then laurels bt 
mg stain^ with the blood of then ii.1 
low cxk/ens. t ew exi cukons followed 
th» decisive victory M Ijafoud on< 
of tile military chieis of the revolt, ob 
stmntely resisting the means of e\ ahion 
which were suggested to him by the 
court, was alone condemned, and du d 
with a fiimncaa worthy ol the cause lor 
which he suffered Most of the accused 
persons were al wed time to esoapi., 
and sentence of outlawry was meiely 
recoided against them, many returned 
shortly after to Pai is, aud resumed tbur 
place in public affairs The ciemenc} 
of Buonaparte was early conspumous 
his counsels, after the \ictory, were all 
on the side of meVoy, and his anterccs 
flkm saved Oetten4 Menou fix>m a mili 
tary oomnussioik, 

64 Xq the fonxmiioa of the ConnciU 
of Five Hundred and of the Ancients 
tiie Convention made no attempt to 
consttaln the puh^o wishes The thi i d 
of the legislature, who had been newly 
elected^ Wfl^ almost |dl on the side of 
tile msuigentB, anddven included neve 
rsJi Ih^austs, a proposal was m con 
sequence ma^ by TaHien, that the eh c 
tiop of thaiihird ahouid beannuUed, an d 
an^itiLer appeal Sfiadetotiie people, 
bAuekau, with e<}wal firmness and elo 
rented the proposal, which 
was rMSied by the Oan'ccution They 
merely toch the preoaufaon, to prevent 
a return'^ royalty, to name for the 
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Dir^'ctors five persons who had voted for 
the death of the Kmg—^Lar^veilleie 
Lepaux, Rewbell, Letoumeui, Barras, 
aud Carnot Havmg thus settled the 
new goverument, they published a gen 
er d ainnoaty, changed the name ot the 
Place do la Revolution into that of 
Place de la Conoorde, aud declared 
then sittings tei mmatedL The laat days 
of an Assembly stained with so much 
blood wei e gilded by an act of clemency^ 
ot which, Ihibaudeau justly said, the 
annals of kings iuruished few examples 
65 The Conveution sat for more 
than tliree years—from the 21at bep 
tmiber 1791 to the 26th Octobei 1795 
Dunug that long and ternble period, 
it-i pucincta were leather the field on 
which fiction etiove for ascendancy 
than the theatre on which legislative 
■wisdom exerted its lufiuence 
distraction of human hfe which took 
duringit»government moivildis 
tension, was uupiralleled it amounted 
to above a million of human beings * 
AU the parties which divided France 
there endeavoured to establish their 
)>ower, and all perisbed m the attempt 
*1 he Girondists attempted and pei 
ished, 1^6 Mountain it, and 

perished, the Municipality attempted 
It aud polished, Rob^pierre attempt 
td It and perished, Royalists 

tempted it, and peiished In revolu 
tions It is easy to destroy, the difibculty 
is to establish and secure AQ the ex 
penence of ysal's of aufCenug, fhiugbt 
w ith centuries of instruetiOn^-4ll the 
wu»duEu of age, all the talent of youth, 
were unable to form one ^ble govern 
iiieut, A few years, often a few months, 
w(.ie sufficient to ovettum the most 
appaieutly stable insUiutiona A fab 
nc, seemingly framed for permanent 
dmation disappeared almost befone its 
authors had conanmmated their woik. 
Tile gfdes of popular favour; eyei fickle 
and changeable, deserted e^ich sUcces 
jsive faction as it rose into powet, and 
the ardent part of the nation, iumotient 
of control, deemed my approach to re¬ 
gular government insui>portable ty 
ranny The low er classes, meltable of 
rational thought, gave then 8up|>ort to 
the different parties only as long as they 
coutmued to mveigh against then su 


penors, when they became those supe 
nors themselves, they passed ovei to 
then enemies. 

66 Human institutions ore not like 
the pEdace of the aichiteet, framed ac 
cording to fixed rules, capable of erec 
tion in any situation, and certain m the 
effect to be produced They resemble 
rather the trees of Uie fore^ slow of 
growth, tardy of development, readily 
susceptible of destruction^ An instant 
will destroy \|hntnt has centuiies 
to produce centuries must agom elapse 
before, in the same situation, a similai 
production can be formed. Ti ansplant- 
ation, difficult in the vegetable, le im 
possible m the motal woild , the seed 
ling must be nouribbed in the soil, in 
ured to the chmatc, hardened by the 
winds Many examples arc to be found 
of institutions being suddenly imposed 
upon a people—none of those so foimed 
having any duration To be adapted 
to their character and habits, they must 
have grown with their growth, and 
strengthened with their cstrength 

67 The progress of improvement is 
irresistible Feudal tyranny must give 
way m an «ge of increasing opulence, 
and the human mind cannot be for ever 
enobamed by the fetters of superstition 
^ o effoits of powercouid have pr^mifed 
a chuige hr government of France, 
but they might have altered its charac 
ter and checked its hotrors. Nature 
has ordained ^at mc^hmd should, 
when they ore fit for ifi be free, but 
she has not oi-damed that they should 
roach this freedom steeped in blood. 
Al^ongfa, therefore, the overthrow of 
the despo^e government and modifioa 
tion of ^epower of the privilegedorders 
of France vraA inevitable, yet the dread 
fill atromties with whi^ then fall was 
attended might have been averted bj 
human wisdolpa The life of the mon 
ar<^ might bavo bsen saved uistead of 
sacrifiend, the constitution modified, 
without being subverted, the ansto 
oraOy purified, wtiboi^t bei^ destroyed 
Time^eonc^on ftom tilie mown, per 
Impsj t)a%ht nave altered the 

of the Fuench Revolution, HAdtiouis* 

in the eommenceosent of the troubles, 
yielded the great and reaa<mAld« de 
mands of the people^ and the holnlity 
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permitted him to cariy hxs intentions the desertion of tlieir country bj the 
into effect—had he been allowed to higher ordcis, a.ud the wonderful effects 
grant them equality of taxation, the which might have lesultcd fxom a de 
poW£ r of voting subbidies, freedom from tormined rewstance^n their part to the 
arrest, and periodical parliaments—tlie first actual outrages of the peopk 
igitation of the moment might have Nearly a hundred thousand emigrants 
been allayed, and an immediate oolhsiou fied from Fi ance, at a time hen a few 
between the throne and the people pre hundred resolute men might have saved 
vented At a subsequent period, in the monarchy fiom destruction Li 
deed, increasing demands, and the wont fiyette, a\ith five battalions of the na 
of more extended*pnvikges, might have tional guard, vanquished the Jacobins 
ansfu, but i ese d sooi't^ts, being in the Champ de Mai s in the most fer 
tunied into a regulai and legal channel, vent penod of the Revolution had he 
-nould probably have found vent with marched against their club, and been 
out destroying the state When the vigorously supported, the Reign of Ter 
fioodfc are out, safety is to be found ror would have been prevent^L hive 
only lu providing early and effectual hundred horse would have enabled the 
means foi letting off the supei-fiuous Swiss Guard to have saved the throne 
waters, and, at the same time, strength on the 10th August, and subdue an in 
biung the bameis against then further suriection which deluged the kingdom 
encroachment. with blood Three th(>u8aud of the 

68 But although the gradual oonces troops of the sections overthrew Robes 

aion of power andthe re£h*c88of all piene at the zenith of hia power, a 

grievances, befoi ethe Revolution, would body of undmcipbnedj oung men chased 
have been not less politic than just, thejacobmsfrom thestxe^ts,and rooted 
nothing can be clcarei than that the them out of their don of wickedness 
sudden and vast accsession of import- Buonaparte, with six thousand regular 
once conferred by M. Necker on the soldiers, vanquished the national guai I 
1 lers 1* tat, bv the duplication of their of Pans, and crushed an insurrection 
numbers, without any decision as to the headed by the whole moral stiength of 
voting by head or by ordei, wa» to the h ranee These examples may convince 
last degree prejudicial, and was, m fact, us what can be accomplished by a small 
the immediate cause of the Revolution body of resolute men in civil convul 
Such a sudden addition, like the mstan siona their physical power la almost u 
taneouB emancipation of slaves, cwnot resistible, their moial influence com 
bat prove destructive, not only to the mands success One tenth part of the 
higher classes, but to the lower The eudgrante who flod from France, if pro 
powers of fre^oTU can only be borne perly headed and disciplined, and di 
by those who have giaduajly become rect^ by a courageous monarch on the 
babitu ited to them, those who acquire throne, wbuld have been sufiiuciit to 
them suddenly, by their intemperate have curbed the fury of the jiopulficem 
use speedily f<^ und^ a wox^ despot- Pans, crushed the ambition of the reck 
ism tlian that from which theyrevolted less, and prevented the lieign of 1 error 
By the consequences of this sudden and 70 No doubt can now exist that the 

uncalled for innovation, the commons interfereuceofthe Allies augmented the 
of France threw off tlie beneficent reign horrora and added to the duration ol 
of a leformmg monarch, fell under me the Revolution All its bloodiest ex 
iron grasp of the Committee of Public cesses were committed during, or after. 
Salvation, were oonstroined to tremble an alarming but unsuccctssful invasion 
under the bloody sway of R 0 beeoc>i€a^e, of the allied forces The massacres of 
and fawn upon the nuhtary soentre of September 2d weie perpetrated when 
Napoleon the public mind was excited to the high 

69 No lesson is more strongly ib est degree, by the near api>roach of the 
pressed upon the mmd, by the progress Duke of Brunswick, and the worst days 
of ^e French Revolutum, tlian the dis of the govemtnent of Robespierre were 
astroufi consequences which fc^owed im|ae<uately after the defecluon of Du 
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mouner, and tho battle of Kerwinde 
thieatenedthe rule of the Jaoobinswith 
deetnictiou Nothing but a sense of 
jmbbc dangei could have united the 
factions who then strove with so much 
cxaspcratiou against each other, the 
peiilof Fiance alone could have inauced 
the people to submit to the sanguinary 
rule which so long desolated its plams 
The Jacobins maintained their asc^d 
aucy by constantly representing their 
cause os that of national independence^ 
by stigmatising then enemies as the 
enemies of tJie country, and the pa 
tnots wept and sufiered in silence, lest 
b} lesistance they should weaken the 
state, and cause France to be erased 
ftom among the nations. 

71 In combating a revolution, one of 
tw o courses uuistbc followed—either to 
ativance with vigoui, and crush the hy 
dra in its cradle, or to leave the factions 
to contend with each othei, and trust 
for safety to the reaction which crime 
and suffering necessarily produce The 
suppression of the Spanish Kevolntion 
by the Duke d Angouldme, in 1S23 is 
an example of the success of the ffist 
system the bloodless restoration of the 
Enghsh monarchs, m 1660, a proof of 
the u ibdom of the second. To advance 
with menaces, and recoil with diaxne, 
to awaken resistance and not extinguish 
opposition, tothreatenandnotexecute, 
IS the most ruinous course that can pos 
bibly be adopted It is to unite fao 
tion by community of danger, to con 
vert 1 evolutionary cneigy into miht- 
niy powei, to strengths the hands of 
Clime by giving it the support of virtue 
Ignorance of the new elementwhxoh was 
acting m human affairs, may extenuate 
the fatal errors committed by the Euro 
pean po were in the first yearsof the Bavo 
lutionary war, no excuse will hereafter 
1*6010111 fur a rep^ition of ihe mistake 

72 But it IB not with immnxty that 
such sms as disgraced the Revoltition 
can be committ^ by any people The 
actors in the blood> traj^y almost all 
destroyed each, other, their enmes lad 
to iheir natural and condign pumdi 
ment, m rendering them the vio 
tuns of the passions which they had 
unchamedL But a signal and awful re- 
tiibutiou was aUo due to tiie naiJin 


which had suffered these iniquities^ 
which had permitted such torrents nf 
mnocent blood to flow and spread the 
bitterness of domestic suffuingto such 
an unparalleled extent throughout the 
laud. These crimes were registered in 
the book of fate, the anguish they had 
brought on the others was speedily felt 
by themselves, the tears they had c lusevl 
to flow weie washed out in the torreuts 
which fell from guilty ctmb * h ranee 
was decimalied <for h^^ruelty, foi 
twenty yeais the flower of her youth 
dras mai ched away by a relentless po\\ 11 
to the harvest of death, the snows of 
Russia revenged the guillotine of*Pans 
Alluied hy the phantom of m]litai*> 
gloiy, they fell down and worshipped 
the power which whs consuming them, 
they followed it to the verge of destruc 
tion, till the mask of the spectre fell, and 
the ghastly features of death appeared 

78 This dreadful punishment also 
wae the immediate effect of the atroci 
ties which it chastised. In the absence 
of all the enjoyments of domestic life, 
in the desiruction of every pacific em 
ployment, one only career, that of vio 
lence, remained From necessity, as 
well as mclination, every man took to 
arms the sufferings of the state swelled 
the ranks on the frontiei, and k ranee 
became a great military power, from 
the causes which it was thought would 
have led to its destruction The ua 
tuial consequence of this was the eatab 
lishment of military despotism, and the 
prosecution of the insane career of con 
quest by a victonoua chieftain. France 
<mly awoke from hei dream of ambi 
tion when her youth was mowed down 
her armies destroyed, her conquests 
nven from her, and her glory lost Both 
the allied powers and the French people 
suffered in these disastrous conflicts, be 
cause both deserved to suffer the for 
mer for their ambitioiisprcdeots against 
the territory of the Eepubuo, and total 
oblivion of the meval o%ects of the con 
test, the latter foi their unparidleled 
mteruid orae{^y, and universal external 
oppies^oa 

74^ Finally, the history of these mel 

* There h in iha mlsfotteues rrance 
enough aa\s Sayary to make Imr sous 
^ed tears of hloocL Iv^ 8S2. 
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anckoly penods affords the strongest 
evidence of the incessant operation of 
the pnncipleb destined for^tho preser 
T iti on and extension of aocit^ai^iness, 
even in. the darkest penods of human 
existence Since the fall of the Roman 
empire, no such c^Iamltous era had 
arisen as th-xt ivluch immediately fol 
lowed the 10th of 4ugust, none in 
which innocence so generally suffered 
and vice so ^ong triumphed , in which 
impxety was 1 . 1 . opeuty professed, and 
profligacy so geuer iliy indulged, in 
-which blood flowed in such ceasele&s 
ton cuts, and anguish embittered such 
a muHitude of heaits Yet, even in 
those disastrous times, the benevolent 
Jaws of nature were incessantly acting, 
this augui^ expiated the sms of former 
times , this blood Umed the flerctuess 
of pi eaent discord. In the stci n school 
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of adversity wisdom was learned, and 
euor forgotten, epeculition ct ised to 
blind Its votaries, and ambition to mis 
lead by the language of vutue Yeais 
of suffering oonteired cen tunes of cx 
perieuce, the latest postcuty will it is 
to be hoped, in that country at least, 
reap the fiuits of the Reigu of Tdioi 
Like all human things, the govci nruent 
of Fiance may undergo changes in the 
lapse of time, different institutions inuy 
be if.quired, and new dynasties i ilUd 
to the throne, but no blootly lonvul 
Sion Hinulor to that which out e tore its 
bosom Will again take place, tin higlu r 
ranks will not a second iiiiic bo mas 
vaci*ed by the lower—ere anothei 1' i euch 
Revolution of the same choractei as tli it 
which has been porti ed con enauc, the 
age ui which it Occurs must be i^uoiaut 
ot the flrsh 
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BIBB OF ^AFOrBOI7, AKD GAafPAEGN OF 1^96 XK ItAliT 

1 Napoleon Boon APARTB was bom self a French citizen “Pi evidence/ 
at Ajaccio, in Corsica, on the flth heh said Louis XVIIL, “owed us that couii 
ruaryl768* The Duke of Wellington tei poise.'' His family though nobh, 
was bom m the year aftet, which Na bad not been distinguished, and had 
jwlcon subsequently assumed as that of suffered severely from misfortune lie 
his nativity, in older to constitute him was too gmat a man to attempt to de 

* He entered tbo world on 6th February Claire des Vergen do 8atiois, hts wile I 
1768 and subsequently gave out that how us Charles 'XbSodore lVanv6is Ijeclerc public 
bom m August 1760 as m the mtoHm Cor officer in the cunl of tho second Ar 
aica had been incorporated with the French rondissement of Fans after having re id la 
Tnoimrchy—OnxtESEV i 230 andtbo presence of the parties and witucssts 
de^raMi par M flAiiCuiss, f 07 Ihe record -^Ist, the eciitjtccitf lo/the bt/ih of Nupobont 
of bU mamago wrHb cToaophme vdiuh still Bonaparte general which dedans tint 
exists iu Put IS gives his birth as on ath he was bOru ou of February l<o^ 

Icbuiary iTos It is as follows 2d Ar iu lawflil wedlock by Charles Bonupart 
rondissement of Pans Act of marriage be and LetSfa BamoUui' f-^Tbe rcgist^ r boars 
tween Kapohone Bonaparte general ui chief the eignature% 'Tallien M J R Tasclur 
of the Army of the Interior aged twenty P Boms Le llwiois le iounc K ipolcoao 

Bomqiarte, Charles Laclerq oflicior pub 
Uc ’—See the whole extrfM^t iu Suurns 
pour semr d I JfvUoire Ftawx i 

60 07 

f TM* offfiM Ml stgtwO b7 Kopolnon Umtelf on 
on «O0Mlon wbm no doo bot a vo^ S^osmb man re 

e rasmu hliaiolf M thSoliorealivie 

i$ intomfe 1st iho mhof ws\, aa comes wn« l ot 
inoortKvsted wita Frenct UU JUue I7t», tleddoi Ue 
mstlW 


cig^nt years, bom at Ajaccio, doitartment of' 
Corsio^ domiciied at Paris in thO'Bue d An 
im son of Charles Bonaparte taudmi^hOA and 
of Ijetm RomoUni his w]re,*-^aud Hane 
JosepUt Boso de loecher, aged twenty eight | 
a ours bom at Martinique In the West tnaia I 
Islands, domiciled at Paris ui the Ruo de 
ClntnUreiue danghtoi of Joseph Gaiqiard de 
lyascher captain of dragoons, ahd of Rosa 
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rive distinction from any adventitious 
odv intagca which did not really belong 
to him, and could ailord to discard oil 
the lustre of patucian descent When 
the 1* uiperor of Auatna endeavoured, 
after he became his son in law, to trace 
his connection with some of the obscure 
Dukes of Treviso he answered that he 
was the Rudolph of Hapsburg of hia 
fimily and when the genealogists wei 6 
engined lu deducing his descent fiom 
on ancient line of Gothic princes, he 
cut short their libours by dcclatiug 
that hiH patent of nobility dated from 
the battle of Montenotte 

2 His mother, as m the case of many 

other eminent men of whom history 
has preserved a lecord, was distinguish 
ed by great beauty and no common 
firmness and intrepidity of mind She 
shared in the fatigues and dangers of 
her husband during the mil dissen 
Bions which disti acted the island at the 
time of Kapolooue buth, and liad re 
ccutly before been engag^ in some ex I 
peditioiiM on horaeback witb him His 
father died at the age of thirty eighty of 
a cancer in the stomach, a complaint 
hereditary m his family, which also 
proved fatal to Napoleon himself, but 
the want of paternal care was moie 
than supplied by bis mother, to whose 
eailj education and solicitude he, in 
after life, mainly ascribed his elevation * 
Though loft a widow ui the prime of 
lite, she hod already borne thirteen 
childien, of whom five sons and three 
daughters survived their father She 
lived to see one of them wearing the 
crown of Charkmagner and another 
seated on the tbione of Ohailes V On 
the day of his birth she had been at 
ohurcb, and was seued with her pams 
during high mass She was bi ought 
home hastily, and, as there was not 
time to prepared bed, was laid upon a 
couch covered witli tape&tiy repicsent- 
ing the heroes of the Iliad, and theie 
the future conqueror was brought into 
the world. * 

3 In tho years of infancy he exhi 
bited nothing remarkable, excepting 

* Hy opinion uud^NapoIeon la iJiat 
the future good or bad conauct of a thdd do 
peada euii^y ou tho mother —O MsAxa, 
U 100 


irritability and turbulence of temper 
But these qualities, as well as the de 
ciBion WL^ which they weie accom 
panied, were so powei fully developed 
that they gave him the entire commaud 
of his eldest brother Joseph, a boy of a 
mild and unassuming character, who 
was constantly beaten, pmched, or t<»i 
mented by the future I mperor But 
even it that early peiiod it was ob 
served that he nevei when chas 
tised, and fu dho ocfll^on, when ho 
was only seven years of age, having 
Deen suspected unjustly of a fault and 
punished when innocent, he endured 
the pain, and subsisted m disgi ftce foi 
three d lys c u the coarsest food, mthei 
than betray bis companion, who was 
leally in fault Though hia angei was 
violent, it was genei illy of short eii 
durance, and his smile from the first 
was like a l>eam of the sun emerging 
from the clouds But, nevertheless, ho 
gave no indications of eatiooidinviy 
(apacity at that early age, and his mo 
ther was frequently heard to dccloie 
that, of all her children, he was the one 
whom bhe would least have expected to 
have attained any extraordmaiy emm 
once This is often observed of those 
destined for ultimate greatness, and 
the reason is, that thiw are reilectmg 
rather than qmck and that their at 
tention is fixed ou things, which lendci 
a man eminent, rathei than woids, 
which make a schoolboy distiugiiibbed 
I 4 The winter i esidenoe of Lia tatlu i 
was usually at Ajoccio, the place of his « 
birtli, where there is still preserved a 
cannon, weighing about tlurty pounds, 
the caily plaything of Napoleon But 
in summer the family i^tned to a dila 
I pidaied villa Hear the isle biuaguim^re, 
once the residence of a i elation of his 
I mother’s, situated in a romantic spot 
ou the seashore The house is ap 
pleached by au avenue, oveilmng by 
the cactus and acacia, and other shrubs 
which grow luxtlnantly in that south 
em chmate. It has a garden and a 
lawa,aBhovfLng veBtigos of neglected 
beauty, and suri'ound^ by a shi ubbei y 
permitted to run to wilderness There, 
enclosed by the cactus, the clematis, 
and the wild olive, ]^s a singulai anti 
isolated gramte lock, beneath which 
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the remains of & small summer house 
are still visible, the entrance to which 
18 nearly closed by a luxuriant fig tree 
This was the favourite retreat of the 
young Napoleon, who early showed a 
love ot solitary meditation, during the 
periods when the vacations at school 
permitted him to return home We 
might suppose that there were perhaps 
formed those a isions of ambition and 
high resolrr* for which the limits of 
the world wer^ ere Mng (^elt to be in 
sufficient, did we not know that chil<| 
hood can haidly anticipate the destiny 
of maturer years and ^at, m Crom 
well i words, a man never rises so high 
as when he does not know wheie his 
coume 18 to tennmate 
5 At on early age he wis sent to the 
Mihtaiy School, first of Angers, and 
latterly of Bnenne It is remarkable 
tbattlie Duke of Wellington also loam 
ed the rudiments of the art of war at 
the fit Bt of these seminaries HiBcha^ 
racter there underwent a rapid altoia 
tion He became thoughtful, studious, 
contemplative, and dil^nt in the ex 
trenie His proficiency, especially in 
mathematics, was soon remarkable, but 
the quickness of his temper, though 
subdued, was not extinguished On 
one occasion,having been subjected to a 
degrading punishment by his master— 
that of dining on his knees at the gate 
of the refectory-^the mortification he 
experienced was so excessive that it 
pr^uced a nolent vomiting, and a uni 
vei sal ti’emor of the nerves But m the 
games of his companions he was mfe- 
nor to none in spint and agility, and 
already began to evince, in a d^dsd 
predilection for mihtaiy pursuits, the 
native basis of his imnd During the 
winter of 17SS 4, so remarkable foi its 
seventy even m southein latitudes, 
ordinary amusements of the boys mth 
out doors were completely sto|^>ed 
Napoleon proposed to his oompainons 
to beguile the we^liours by forming 
lutreuchments and basUona of snow, 
with parapets, ravehns, abd hoimworka. 
The little amy was divided into two 
parties, oneof which was intrtisted with 
the attack, the other with the defence 
of the works, and the mimic war was 
eouUnucd foi several weeks, dunng 
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which fractures and wounds were re* 
ceived on both sides On another oc 
caaion, the wife of the portei of the 
school, well known to the boys for the 
fruit which she sold, having presented 
herself at the dooi of their theatre to 
be allowed to see the Death of Omar, 
which was to be played by the youthn, 
and been refused an entrance, the ser 
geant at the door, induced by the vehe 
meuce of her manner, reported the 
mattei to the young Napoleon, who 
was the boy in command on the oc 
casion “Remove that womm, who 
brings here the license of camps, ’ said 
the ^ture ruler of the Revolution 
fi It was the fortune of the school it 
Brienue at this time to possess among 
its scholars, besides Napoleon, another 
boy, who rose to the highest eminence 
m the Revolution, PioHEcnu, after 
wards conqueror of Holland He was 
several yeat's older than Napoleon, and 
lUBtructcd him lu the eh ments of m i 
themotics, and the fiiwt foui rules of 
arithmetic Pichegru eaily perceived 
the finn character of his httle pupil, 
and when, many years afterwards, he 
had embraced the Royalist party and 
it was proposed to him to sound Napo 
Icon, then in the command of the army 
I of It^y, he replied—“ Don t waste timt 
' upon him I have known him fixim his 
infancy, his character is inflexible, he 
has token his side, and will never sivei ve 
from it.” The fate of these two illus 
Uioua men aiterwai'd rose in painful 
contrast to each other Pichegru was 
strangled in a dungeon, when Napoleon 
was ascending the throne of France 
7 The speculations of Napoleon at 
this time were more devoted to pohti 
cal than zmhtaiy subjects His habits 
were thou^tful and sobtaxy, and his 
conversation, even at that early age, 
was 80 remaikable fot^its reflection and 
energy that it attracted the notice of 
the Abbd Raynal, with whom he fre 
qu^itly lived aunug vacations, and who 
discoursed with him on government, 
l^islation, and the relations of com 
merca He was distinguished by bis 
Italian complexion, his piercing look, 
aud the decided style of hia expression 
—a pecuhanty frequently inducing a 
vehemence of manner, which rendered 
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him not generally popular with his Ecole IMilit ure at Fans, foi the coin 
schoolfellows. The moment tlieir play pletiou of Ins militaiy studies Ht h id 
time amved, he flew to the library of not been long there, when ht was so 
the school where he re id with avidity much struck with the luxurious habits 
the histoiical woiks of the ancients in which the young men were then 
particulaily Polybius, Plutarch, and brought up at that seminary that he 
Aman His companions dishked him, addressed an eneigetic memorial to the 
on account of his not joining their governor on the subject, strongly mg 
games at these hours, and frequently mg that, instead of having footmen and 
rallied him on his name and Corsican, grooms to wait u])on their order-^, tht^ 
birtli He often said to Boumenne should be taught to d o^ erytbing for 
hia earliest fnend, with much bitter themselves,ftindTbe inilFM to the haid 
ness—“ I hate these 1? rench—will do ships and pnvations which awaited 
them all the mischief in my power ' them lu real warfare Intlieyeir 1785 
Notwithstanding this, hxs animosity at the age of seventeen, he received a 
had nothing ungenerous lu it, and wheu commission m a regiment of aAillerv 
he was mtiust^ in his turn, with the and was soon pioiuoted to the rank ol 
enforcing of any regulation which was first lieutenant, in a corps quaitercd at 
infringed, he piefeired going to pri‘ion Valence Shortly after, he gave a proof 
to iiiiurming against the }oung delin of the varied subjects whuh occupied 
qnents his mmd, by writing a Uistoiy of Cor 

8 Though his progress at school was sica, and an i ssay for a prize, pioposed 
respectable, it was not lemarkable, and by the Abb4 Raynd, on the * Tnstitu 
the notes transmittMto government in tions most likely to contnlmte to Pub 
1784 exhibited many other young men he Happiness The pieminin was ad 
much more distinguished foi their judged to the young Holditi The‘>e 
early proficiency But from the very productions, as might have been e\ 
first he gave decided marks of the in pected, were distinguished by the i^e 
flexibility of his temper In the pn volutionary doctrines then geuei dh 
\ ate instructions communicated to gov prevalent and were very difleraut from 
ernmeut by the masters of the estab his maturer speculations The essaj 
lishment, he was characterised as of a was recovered by Talleyrand alter Nh 
“ domineering, impenous, and head poleon was on the throne, but the mo 
strong disposition Dunng the vaca- meat the Emperoi saw it he committed 
tions of school, he returned in general it to thp flames. 

to Corsna, where he gave vent to the 10 Atthispenod, Napoleon was gene 
ardour of his mind in traversing the rally disliked by his compamons ht 
mouutaiua and valleys of that romantic was considered as proud, haughty, and « 
island, and listening to the tales of feu irascible, but with the few whose con 
dal stnfe and family revenge by which versation he valued, and who<4e friend 
its inhabitants are so remarkably dis ship he chose to cultivate, he was al 
tmguished. The celebxated Faoii, the ready a flvvounte, and high expecta 
hero of Corsica, accompanied him m tions began to be formed of the tuturc 
some of these excursions, and explain emmence to which he might rise His 
ed to him on the road the actions which powers of reasoning were especially re 
he had fought, cud the positions which markable, bis expressions lucid and 
he had occupi^, dunng his struggle for energetic, liis knowledge and mforma 
the independence of Ihe ishuid The l^oaunmenBe, considenng his years and 
energy and decision of hxs young com the opportumtu^ of study which he 
paniou at this peiiod made a grea^ had enjoyed Logical accuracy was 
nnpression on that illustnous mam the ^at ckaractenstio of his mind, 

“ Oh f Nc^leon,” said he, “you do not and his subsequent compositions have 
resemble the modems—you belong to abundantly pioved that,# if he had 
the heroes of Plutarch' not become the fli*st conqueror be 

9 At the nge of fourteen, he was would have been one of the greatest 
bent from the sdiuol of Biicune to the wiiters, as he assuredly one of 
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the most profound tliinkera, of modem better the oonsequenres of yielding to 
times popular clamour, or how rapidly it is 

11 Hib figure, always diminutive, checked by proper fiimuess m the de 
W€is at that penod thin and meagre in poHitanes of power From the weak 
the lughent degree—a oircuniBtance ness shown on the 20th June, ho pro 
whirb, w ith bis sdllow and lank visage dieted the disastrous effects which so 
rendered his appeal once somewhat ndi speedily followed on the next great i e 
[/uJons Mheu lie first assumed the mih fglt of the populace When ho saw the 
tiry diess Mademoiselle Permon, af monarch, lu obedience to the rabble, 
teiwiids Duchess of Abrantes, one of put on the led cap, his indignation 
Ills eaiheat female acqnmntances, and knew no bounds “How on eai*th, 
who afterwaiu^ became of the most he exclaimed, “could they let those 
biiniaut wits of the imperial court, wretches entei the palace * They should 
mciitiouH that lie came to their house have cut down fouror five hundred with 
on the day on which Ik first put on Ins grape shot, and the rest would sp<.edily 
uiufonn, in the highest spints, as is have tsken to fiight,'* 

iiflii d with young men on such an oc 13 The first mihtaiy exploit of Na 
casion, but her sister, who hod just poleon was in his native country The 
left hei boarding school, was so stiuck disturbaiices in Coisica bavuig led the 
with hib comic^ appearance, m the revolutiouaiy forces into thatialand ho 
enormous boots which were at that w is despatched from Bustia, in spring 
period worn by the irtilleiy, which he 1793, to aurpiis© lus native city of 
hid entci ed, that she immediately bui st Ajiccio, and succeeded in making him 
into an immoderate fit of laughter, say self mister of a toVer called the Toi re 
mg he resembled nothing so much as di CapitoHo in its vicinity, where he 
1*UBS in Boots The stroke told, the woe shortly afterwatds besieged, and 
libel was too true not to be felt but compelled to evacuate it Thus, like 
Napoleon soon lerovered hia good hu Frederick of Pni'^sia and AVelhnj,ton, 
mour and, a few diys affcei*wiids, pro his fl,rat essiy in aims proved unfor 
sented her with an elegantly bound tunate. His tft^ent^, and the high chx 
copy of Puss lu Boots, as a jfroof that laoter which he had received firom the 
he lebnned no rancour on account of masterB of the Military Academy exu 
her 1 iillery long howevei, led to a more impoi'tant 

12 Win n the Revolution broke out, employment At the siege of Toulon, 

he adhered, like almost dl the yuung the artillay aftei the operations hod 
officers of Bubdterli rank, to*the po advanced a cimsldeiable length, was in 
pular Bide and continued a warm pa trusted to his direction, and he soon 
tiiot during the whole time of the Con eommuiucated a new impulse to th<. 
stitucnt Assembly Bnt, on the ap hitherto lan^nishiag progress of the 
]>omiment of the Legisliiive Assembly, siege By his advice, the attack was 
ho has himself dtolired that hw senti changed from fjie body of the place to 
incuts underwent a rapid change, and the torts on the /Ararew de Gratae, aiul 
he soon imbibed, under the Rej[^ of ontlieMountain of Faron, which proved 
Terroi, that profound hatred of the so successful, that the siege, which be 
Jacobins which his subseqaent life so forebisainvul was on the point of being 
I tronglv evinced, and which he never, abandoned m despair, was speedily 
even for the pui poses of ambition, made crowned with complete success Dur 
my attempt to disguise It was his ing this operttion, he was first struck 
fortune to witness both the mob xvhuh t by the flinauess and intrepidity of a 
inundated the Tnilenea on the 2(lth coipoial of artillery, whom he 

June, and that whiOh oVfHumwKl the imm^ately iccommc.nded for promo 
throne on the 10th Angust and on tion Hav^ing occasion to scud ade& 

be stron^y expressed patch fiomtho trenches, he called for 
the luinoiis < oiise(|ueuceB some pci sou who could, write, that he 
to arise fiom t^ie wont of resolu might dictate the older A young sol 
^ WKUja the government No man knew dier stepped from the xanks, and, rest 
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mg the paper on the breastwork, began ducing fatal effects, and alloi^mg the 
to wide as he dictated, when a shot better judgment of hia soTereign to re 
from the enemy s batteiies struck the suroe its sway m cooler moments, Th« 
giouiid close to him, and covered the reputation which Napoleon acquued 
papei with earth- “ Thank you, said horn the successful issue of this siege 
the soldier , “vie shall have no occar wasveiy great AH the generals, re 
Sion for sand on this page ' Napoleon presentatives, and soldiers, who had 
a<^kcd him what he could do for him heaid the advice which be gave at the 
“ Everything replied the young pn councils, three montlis before the tap 
vate, bluuhiug with emotion, and touch ture of the town, and witnessed his ac 
mg his left shoulder with his hand— tmty at the w oiks, anti (mated a future 
“you can turn this worsted into an career of g)pry*tu t]#'^oiing ofticci 
epaulet A tew da>a aitei, Napoleon Dugommiei wrote to the (Wiinittee 
sent for the same soldier to oidei him bf WbUc Salvation m these woids - 
to lecounoitre in the enemy's tienchcs, “Reward and pi omote that young man, 
and 1 ocommended that he should die for, if you aie ungrateful towarefe him, 
guise himself for fear of his being dis be will laistf himself alone * 
covered “Never,* replied he “Do 15 This success piocured foi Napo 
ycti take me foi a spj ? 1 will go in leon the command of the artillery of 
my uniform, though I should never re the army of ltdy during the campaign 
turn* And, m eiiect, he set out in of 1794 Dumoihion who was ad 
stautl;^, dressed as he was, and had the vanced m years, submitted all the ope 
good fortune to come back unhurt Na rations to a council of younger ofticers, 
pokon immediately recommended him among whom Napoleon md Massen i 
for jiromotion, and never lost sight of soon acquired a decided lead, and the 
hiscourigeomsecretary HewasJlT^o^, former, from the force of superior tal 
aftci u ards M irshal of France and Duke ents, gi adually came to direct the whole 
of Abiautes So strongly did Napo operations of the campaign Itwiubhis 
leon a chssacter impress Junot at that ability which procuied for the hrenoh 
time, that he quitted his regiment to aimiea tho capture of Saorgio, the Col 
dc\ote himself to his fortunes as aide de Tende, and all tho higher chain of 
dt camp, and wroto to his father in the Maritime Alps These successes 
1794, 111 an&wer to his inquiries, what awakened in his ardent mmd those 
Boit of young man ho was to whom he lofty visions of atubitiou which he was 
had attached himself,—“ Ho la one of so soon destined to realise One night, 
those men of whom nature is sparing, in June 1794, ho spent on the summit 
and whom she does not thiow upon the of Col de Tcnde, from whence at 
eartiibutuithceutuncsbetweeutbem* sunnse he beheld with delight the hlue^ 
14 On another occasion anartilleiy pJloins of Italy, alieody to his prophetic 
man hiving been shot while loading a eye the theatre of glonou^p achieve 
pun, he took up the dead man's ram ment 

i od, and with his own hands served the 16 lu July 1794, Napoleon ^assentby 
piece for a considerable time He first the commissioners of the Convention to 
took notice, at the same siege, of an Genoa,ui30nasecretmisbion,inwhichhe 
other soldiei, named Duboc, whom he was connected Wjth Robeapieire's bro- 
never afterwaids lost sight of, made ther, than mtiiisted u ith flie supreme 
M irshal of tho PoJaoe, and ever treated command atToulon Thismis^uon saved 
with •^the moat unlimited confidence, his life The younger Robespierre, for 
till he was killed by his side the day whom, at that period he had conceived 
after the battle of Bautzen- Durdb the highest admuation, earnestly en 
loved Napoleon for himself, and pos treaty Nqpoleon, instead of going, to 
sessed, perhaps, a ki^,er share of his accompany him to Pans, whither ho 
confidence than any of hw other gene was returumg to support hm brother, 
lols, and none knew so well in after but ho woe mfi&xible an hie refusaL 
aeuM, how to let the first ebnlhttona of Had he yielded, he would lufallibly 
the impeixal wrath escape without pro have sfaiucd tl e fate of both, and tho 
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deatmics of Europe might have been 
changed The situation he was offered 
was that of Hennot, commander of the 
national guard, of who»e capacity the 
Committee oi Public Salv ition had be 
come somewhat doubtful It was bill 
liant enough however, lu those days, 
to awaken the ambition of his brothers, 
Joseph and Lucien, who uiged him to 
close with the oflFer “ No, * saifl Na 
poleon, “ I ^'ill not accept it this is 
not a time ftvlay the ^^thusiast, it 
IS no ea^ matter to save your head at 
Pans Robespierre the younger is all 
honourable man, but his brother is no 
tnflei,, if I went to Paris, I should be 
obliged to serve him Me serve such 
a man * Never I am not Ignorant of 
the service I might be of lu replacing 
thatimbecile commanderof the uationd 
guard of Pans, but I do not choose to 
do so, this IB not the time for engag 
lug in such an undertaking What 
could I do in that huge g^ley^ At 
pieseut there is no honourable place 
tor one but the army, but have pa 
tience— the time ta cmntng ithen I shall 
7 ule Parts ' 

17 As it was, Napoleon was exposed, 
fiom his connection with these leaders, 
to no mconaiderable d uigers even on 
hiB Itilian mission Within a month 
after, he was, in consequence of the 
fall of Robespierre, with whom he had 
been in close correspondence, anested 
b\ the new commissioners whom the 
'^hernudonan paity sent out to the 
army of Italy, and made a narrow es 
cape with his Me. He addressed, upon 
his seizure, an energetic remonstrance 
to the commissioners, remarkable for 
the strong sense, condensed thought^ 
ind powenul OApreseion which it con 
tarns, while his fnend JuUOt was so 
penetrated with gnefathia misfortune, 
that he wrote to them, protesting his 
itmooenoe, and implonug to be allowed 
to share lua captivity These apphea 
tions were attended w^ comidete sue 
cess, a fortnight alwhvards, he was 
provisionally set at liberty* and ^me 
diately returned to Paris He was 
there ofTered acommand ih La Vend^i 
and* having declined it, be was depmea 
of bw rank as a genei-al oftlccr, And re* 
duoed to piivate life 


18 The period which now intervened 

from the diamisaal ot Napoleon to the 
attack of the sections on the Conven 
tion m October 1795, he has hiiuselt 
described as the happiest m bis life 
Living almost without money, on the 
bounty of hia ftieuds, lu cofleohouses 
and theatres, his oident imagination 
dwtlt incessantly on the futuic, and 
visions floated across hie mind, tinged, 
with those bright colours m which tht 
eye of joiithful gtnius arrays the path 
of bfe—a striking proof of the depend 
ence of happiuess on the mind ituelt, 
and the shght influence which even the 
gieate&t extern d success Inis in repleii 
ishing the secret fountaiiis fioui which 
the joys or sorrows of evisttnce aic 
diawn Dunug these days of vision 
ai 7 romance he dwelt with peculiar 
pleasure on the idea, which had even 
then become afavouiite one, of rcjmir 
ing to Constantinople, and oiftiiug las 
services to the Grand Signior, uuJei 
the impression that things were too 
stable in the Western Mr orld and that 
It was m tlie East alone tliat those 
great revolutions weie to be effected 
which at once immortalise the nomf s 
of their authois He even went so fai 
as to prepare, and addressto the Ficnch 
government, a memorial, m which he 
offered, with a few officeis who wen. 
willing to follow his fortunes, to go ti> 
Turkey, to organise its foi ceu against 
Russia—a proposal which, if acceded to, 
might peihara have changed the fate ot 
the world This impression never for 
sook him through Ufe, it was, even moie 
than the destruction of British com 
merce, the secret motive of the exoe 
ditiOD to Moscow even after all the 
glories of his subsequent orueei, he 
looked back with regi et to these early 
visions, when speaking of Sir Sid 
ney Smith and the ch«ck at Acre, re 
peatedly Said—That man made me 
miss destiny *' * 

19 1^ low, however, were the for 
tunes of the future emperor fallen at 
that ponod, that he was ftequcntly in 
dehted to his friends for a meal, which 
he €M>uld not affoid to purchase him 
self At one tune, lus fortune heinr 
reduced to franas, he went out to 
the quays of Pans, inteuding to throw 
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hims<‘lf into the nvei, fiora which he I of the Coitvention with the Sections was 


was only diverted by the geueiosity of 
a triend, who, in tho midst of his an 
f^msh, him with a large sum 

of money* His brother Lucien and 
he bi ought the black bread leceived in 
their 1 itions to Madame Boumenue, 
and received in exchange loaves ofwhite 
flour, which she had clandestinely, and 
at the ha/ltd of her life, received dur 
ing the liw of the maximum from a 
neighbouiing confectioner At this 
I>enod she lodged in a new house m 
the Rue de» Muais Napoleon was 
very anxious to hire, with the assist 
ance of his imcle, aftei words Cardinal 
hesch, the one opposite With that 
house, said he, ‘ the society of your 
sell, a few fi lends, and a cabnolct, I 
should be the happiest of men' In 
those da>8 Napoleon wore the grey 
great co it, which has since become 
more celebrated than the white plume 
of Henry IV , he had no gloves, for, as 
he sjid himself, they were a useless ex 
pense, his boots ill made, were seldom 
blackened, his yellow visage, meagre 
countenance, and severe physiognomy, 
gave as little indication of his future 
appearance as hts fortunes did of his 
future destiny Salicetti had been the 
author of his aiTeat, “ He did me all 
the tuiscbiof in his power, said Napo 
leon, “ but my stai would not permit 
him. to prevail, —so early had the idea 
of a brilliant destiny taken possession 
ofhisinmd He afterwards made a gene 
rous return to his enemy Salicetti was 
ordered to be arrested by the Conven 
tiou after tho condemnation of Romme 
and the Jacobin conspirators, and he 
was oonccaled m the house of the mo 
thei of the future Duchess of Abrantes 
Napoleon learned the seciet in conse 
queuce of a love intrigue between his 
valet and their maid, but he concealed 
his knowledge, facilitated hia enemy s 
escape, and sent a letter to him on the 
road, infoimmg him of the return he 
had made foi &s malevolence « 

20 But pother destiny awaited the 
youhgsoldier The approaohmgconflict 

* Pemaais was this gcnerciis fl'lend he 
gave him 50,000 francs in gold with vdii^ 
he relieved the dittrosses of hU family — 
HoNTUoiAiN, 33 34 


the first circumst mce which raised him 
from the obscurity into which he had 
recently f illen H is great abilities being 
known to seveial persons of influence 
in the government, esiiecially Carnot, 
he was, on the first appearance of the 
appi ooi hing struggle, taken uito tlu 
confidence of the Committee of Public 
Solvation, and hod been consulted by 
them for some months before the oou 
test began Wlieq the a^;^k by Menou 
on the sectiofi Lepelletier failed, Napo 
laon was sent for He found the Con 
vcntion in tho utmost agitation , and 
measures of accommodition with the 
insurgents were already tjdkcd ot,*when 
his firmness and decision saved tho 
government He painte<l in Ru<b vivid 
colours the extreme peiil of sharing the 
supreme authority between themilitary 
commandei and three commissioners 
of the Comention, that the Committct 
agreed to appoint Ban as commandei 
lu^hief, and Napokon second m com 
miind No sooner was this done than 
he despatched at midnight a chef d es 
cadron, named Munt, with three hun 
died horse, to seize the pork of artil 
lory lying at S iblons Ho arrived a * 
few minutes before the troops of the 
Sections, who came to obtain them for 
the insuigents, and, by this decisive 
step, put at the disposal of government 
those formidable battenes, which next 
day spread death through the ranks ut 
the national guard, and at one blow 
extinguished the revolk Boiraa do 
dared in his report, that it was to N i « 
poleon s skilful disposition of tho posts 
round the Tuilenes that the success of 
the day was owmg, but he himself 
never ceased to lament, that his first 
success in sepaiato command should 
have been gained in civil dissension, 
and often said, m after times, that he 
would give many years of his life to tear 
that page fiom his history 
21 Though notgifted with the powers 
of populai oratory, Napoleon was not 
destitute of that ready talent which 
catches th^ idea most likely to divert 
the populace, and frequently disarms 
them even in the moment of their 
greatest irritation When in command 
in Pans, after the suppreseion Of the 
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revolt, Le was fiequently biought luto 
collision with the people in a state of 
the utmost excitement, and on these 
occasions his presiuce of mind was as 
conspicuous ns his humanity was ad 
miruble Above a bundled fimilies, 
dunng th( drtadful fimme which fol 
lu\Ked the siippi es^^ion of the lovolt of 
the sectiona m the wiuttr 1795 6, were 
saved ftom death by his beneficence 
On one occi'^ioii be uas tiying to ap 
pease a mob%^^i stut^ of extitme irn 
tation, wlien a f xt \\ om in, ourstiug fi ora 
the throng, exclaime<l, ‘ These wearexfe 
of epaulete, provided they fill their own 
skins, cue not though the poor die of 
f iiaiue - iVl> g,o(Hi woman,' said Na 
poleon, who xt that time was exceed 
mgly tlizii, ‘ look at me, and say which 
of us h IS fixl the 4>cst. This at once 

tiiintd ih( 1 iugh on his side, and he con 
tinned his route without interruption 
22 Joachim Mur\t, who was, by a 
Hiiigular coiucideuoe, thus associated 
with Napoleon m his fii^t impoitfftit 
(.otninaud, waebom ou25thMarchl771, 
at La Bastede, utar C^thors, an Langue 
doc, where Ins father was an innkeeper 
^ His bold and turbulent dtspositiou early 
gave lam a distaste for letters, he was 
soon taken from school, where he was 
making no progress and the futuie 
King of N iplcb hi ^uu life as au as 
BiHtint to the waiter m his fathers 
hotel He aftet wards enlisted lu the 
Ctaaaeura of Aideunes, but, having 
fallen into a scrape, he deserted his 
regiment, and lepaued to Pans, where 
he got employment again as a waiter 
at a humble restaurateur & There his 
activity, address, and elegant figxire, 
having attracted notice, lie was offered 
a situation, m 1792, in the constitu 
tiunal guard of Louis XVI On its 
being disbanded, he was appointed sub 
lieuteuant in the eleVcnth regiment of 
Chosseurs-k cheval of the line, and soon 
made himself remarkable by the during 
of hia ch xracter, and jibe ultra revolu 
tionary sontimenta whi( h he uttered— 
qualities wluoh> m fbose days of demo 
cratic turmoil, piocmed ftfr him^rapid 
advancement He was already lieu 
f enanVcolonol, lu comuuuxd of his rogi 
inenjb at Abbevilk, when on the assos 
ajxtaikmcf Maiaf^ m 1793, by Charlotte 
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Corday, he wrote to the Jacobin Chib 
that he inttmled, lioin idiiiii itioii of 
the iliustiious dtreuse<l, to tlumgc lus 
name to Mai at His oxti eme piiuciples 
were so well known that, atter the 0th 
Thermuior, during the reaction xg iinst 
the Heigu of Tciioi he was dcpiivod 
of his command, and come to IHiis 
where, like Najioleon, he lived an idle 
life, dreaming away th( time m gioat 
povei’ty in coffeehousts This ci>n 
tmued till the icvolt of the sections, 
when he voluntetitd his services to 
the government, and powreifull 3 con 
tnbuted, by the prompt sei/un of tho 
artillery at bablons, to the decisive sue 
cess w hich they obtained 

23 The sketch of this celebrated man 
given by the mastei hand of Napoleon, 
will sei*ve at once to fuinifth a key to 
his actions, and prop.iro the leaihr to 
follow hift achievements with inkiest 
** Murat, said he, ' w as a mo^t f'lngu 
lar character He loved, T may i ibhcr 
say, adoied me with me hexvisuij 
light arm, witlioutme he was nothing 
Order Mur xt to att ick and de-slroj four 
or five thousand men m such a dace 
tion, it was done lu a moment, haxe 
him to himself, he was an itubecth xvith 
out judgment In Wttle he was per 
hips, tlu bravest niuu in the world 
his boiling courage earned bim into the 
midst of th» enemy, covei ed with plumes 
and glitioi mg with gold, howhe escajied 
was a miracle, for, from being so distin 
guished a mark, every one fixed at him 
The Cossacks admiiedhimonaccouutof 
his excessive bi avei y, Every day Murat 
was engaged in single combat with some 
of them, and letumed with his sabre 
di ippmg with the blood of those he had 
slam He was u Paladin in the field, 
but m the cabinet destitute of either 
decision or judgment ' 

24 The next event Napoleon’s cn 
reer was not less important on his ulti 
mate fortunes On occasion ofthegeiiei 
al disannmg of the inhabitants of Pans, 
fcftti the overthrow of th® sections, a 
boy of ten years of age cam^ to request 
from Napttleou, who was appointed 
General of the InteiiOr aftei this success, 
that hiB fathei s sword, which had been 
dehyered up should berestoied to him 
His name was h uoenjs Baxuhabvais , 
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find Napoleon was so much struck by 
lus appeal iucc^and the earacstnesswith 
Yihich he enfoiced Lib lequesfc^ that he 
was induced not only to comply with 
the lequest, but to -visit his mother, the 
(''oiinttHs Josephine Reauharn ua Her 
hueband, Count Alexandei Be luhamais, 
had been one of themoht elegant dancers 
of hm day, and fioiu that accomplish 
nit lit was frequently honoured with the 
Jiand of Marie Antoinette at the court 
b ills at Versailles. Napoleon, whoae 
inclination already began to i evert to 
the inauueis of the old icgime, used to 
look around, during his evening vibits 
to the cuuutesH his widow, if the win 
dows weio closed, and say, “Now let 
us talk of the old coui*t, lot iia make a 
tom to Versailles ' Fiom thence arose 
the intimacy which led to his rnainage 
with that lady, and iiltunatdy placed 
her on the throne of France 

25 Hcrhibtoryh wlbeenveiyrennik 
able She w as bom m the We-^t Indies, 
and it had t arly been prophesied, by an 
old negress, that she should lose hei 
first husband, be extiennly unfortu 
uate, but that she should aftcrwaids be 
gieater than a qneea* This piophecy, 

* rhe autlmr heard this propheej in 3SOI 
1< ngbcfi rcNa^loou aolc% itioutotbethiune 
fiotn the lato C^iuitcss of Bath and the Kte 
( ountoss of AncTum who wore educatod in 
the same convent with Jospplnne and hod 
repeatedly heard her mcutiou the circum 
»t iikce in early \ outh 

t Toaephiuc horsolf narrated this exti*a 
ordinary passage in her life in the following 
terms — 

One morning tho jailoi entered the cham 
tier where 1 slept with the Duchess d Aigu 
illon and two ether Jodies md told me he 
vs going to take my aattress to give it 
to another prisonei Hhy said Madame 
dAiguilion eageily, will uob Madame do 
Beauharuais obtain a bettor one? —*Ko 
no replied he with a fiendish smile she 
will have no need of one for ahe is about to 
1)0 led to the Couucrgcrio and theuce to the 
^uillo*'ne 

At tliose wore my companions in mis 
foi tuue uttered piercing shnoks 1 conaulod 
them ns well as 1 could and at len tli worn 
out with their eternal lamentation^ 1 told 
them that their gnef wna utterly unreason ^ 
able tliat not only 1 should not die but live 
to be Queen of 1 ranee Why Uicn do you 
not name your maids of honour^ said Ala 
damo d Aigiullon irnUted nt such oxpres 
ftjotis at such a mowicnt Very true said 
1 1 did not thiuk of that,—woll my dear 

3 make } ou one ot thrm Upon this, tho 
teal s of these ladies fell apaco tortUe^ never 


the authenticity of which is placed be 
yond a doubt, was fulfilled in the most 
bingular tuauuer Hci hrat husbiud, 
Count Alexander Bi^auhiiiiaas, o gene 
ral in the army on the Rhine hid be t u 
guillotined during the Reign of IViior, 
solely on acooiiiit of hia belonging to the 
uobilit) , and she herself, who was also 
impiisoiied at the sime time, w n only 
8 ived from impending d< ith by tlic f ill 
of Bobesjiienc So ationgly wja the 
prophecy impicst^ on^^inmd tint, 
while lying in^hc dungeons ot the Con 
cjsrgeiio, expecting every hour to be 
summoned to the Rcvohitiouary Tii 
bunal, she meutionpcl it to her fallow 
piiBouei's, aud, to amuse them named 
some of them is laches of tho bed 
chamber, a jest which she iffceiwaids 
lived to realise to one ot their iiuin 

her t 

26 Josephine pusscsBnd dlthequah 
ties fitted to excite adrnn ation Giace 
ful in hu mHnnu*s, affection ite lu hei 
disposition, easy m tem]>cr ekgaut in 
ap|)eaiAi]co, she was qiuliheci both to 
awaken the love and form the bappi 
ness of the young geneml whose laic 
was now united with hei own She 

doubted I was uincl But tbc truth was X 
was not gifbcd wuli any cKtr lordiuary i our 
age but iiitenially persu uied ot tho truth of 
tho oracle 

Madame d Viginllon soon after bceimu 
unwell and I drow her towards the window 
which 1 opened to admic through the bars 
a little ficeh nir f there iiercctvod a tkki 
woman w ho knew us and who was maknii, 
a number of signs which at lust 1 could not 
undeistaud She coustvntly lieid u]) 1 ci 
gown (n> 60 ) and seeing that she hod somo 
jbject m view 1 called out roOe to which 
she answered yes She then lifted up a 
stone and put it m her lap winch she hited 
up a second time I called out pterre 
upon which she ovniccd the greatest joy at 
ptrceiMiig that her signs were understood 
Joining then the stone to her robe she 
eagerly imitated tbe motion ot cutting oft 
the hc^ and immediately began ti dance 
and evince the most oxtrav ignit joy Ihis 
singular pantomime awukoued m our minds 
a vague hope that possibly llobespicrro might 
bo no more 

At this moment when wo were i aolllat 
ing between hope and fear we huvrd a groat 
noise m tlio oymdor and ilie toinble vohe 
of our jailer 'mio said to his dog giving him 
at tbe same time a kick Clet on, ymi cursed, 
Xtobespiorre ( lliat com so phrase at once 
taught us that we had notliing to fear and 
.that France was saved Ut /osr ifUnt 

1 252 , 263 
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was never po'^scftsed of regular beauty, 
012(1, when united to ]S ipulcon was past 
bei fiistyouth being ibove thirty years 
of age JUut she w groce peraomfied, 
hertaaie indiesa uas exquisite, and no 
oijb made so much of the physical ad 
\ Uitagea wbi^h yet remained to hei 
Heniifluenccin aubaequeut times, when 
pint ed on the thione, wos never exerted 
but f(*i the puiposes of humanity, her 
filling,for she had some, weic redeemed 
by the nadi^^s with which she gave 
c tr to the talcoi aufffez inj 2^apoleoa 
^timaclf said, after he had tasted of all 
the groatuess of the world, that the chief 
happiness he had known in life had 
If ou e& from her aift-ction * 1 hese good 
and amiable qualities wi^re not without 
a mixtuie of feminine pasuona and 
weakness She was passionately fund 
of dress —a failing which, whenher hue 
b uid rose to greatness, led her into ex 
oessive extravagance, and her cnielcss 
ness and ease of tempei duiing her 'wi 
(iowhood, had led her fi equently into 
doubtful society and habits dunng the 
piofiigacy which followed the Beiga of 
Iciror Aftei her marriage with Na 
poleou had fixed her destinies in an ex 
alted station, she still retained the lev 
it\ of manner and spiiit of coquetry 
w Inch she had then acquired, and some 
time&, though without any red found 
aliun at tbit time, excited furious fits 
of jealousy m his bieast 

27 In the first instance, however, 
inntives of ambition combined with a 
hoiterfe<hngto fix Napoleons choice 
Madame Bcauhamais had foioned an m 
tzmacy in pnson with Madame de Fon 
tenay, the eloquent and beautiful mis- 
trt of Talhen, who afterwards became 
his wife, and the fomer was, dunng 
those days of universal dissoluteness of 
manners, a great iavounto of Barras, at 
that peiiod the leading character of the 
Directory With his usual volatility, 

* Josephine Raid Napoleon was grace 
pcrsonifica Jf’\cr> thing she did was with 
a grace and delicacy peculiar to herself I 
never saw hot act inelogantly Uie whole time 
Vk 0 In cd t<^et'her llcr tntl tt was a norfect 
arsenal and she cf^ually t^efended her 
self against the assaults of time Meara 

11 101 B(.in£r ycAiR older tlian her 

Imsbaud she took this method like many 
others of her sex of concealing the advances 
of tunc— miioi cUavu tUffanXid 


however, he was not soiiy of an o]>poi 
tumty of eatabhahiug hoi in marnage 
with the young general, after the first 
novelty of the intimacy was ovei His 
influence, after the fall of Robespiene, 
promised to be of essential impoi tanre 
to the rising officer Napoleon married 
her on the 9th March 1796 , he himself 
bemg in his twenty eighth year, and she 
several years oldti At the s ime time 
he laid before the Directory a plan for 
the Italian campaign, so remarkable for 
its oragmality and genius as to attract 
the special notice of the lUustnous Car 
not, then minister at war The united 
influence of these two Directors, and 
the magnitude of the obIigati(>n which 
Napoleon hod coufeiTed upon them by 
his decisive victory over the sections, 
prevailed With Josephine he i eoeivecl 
the commandof the Italian aimiea, and 
twelve days after, set out for the Alps 
—taking with him two thousand louis 
d or for the service of the campaign, the 
whole BpeciL which the treasury could 
furnish The instructions of the Di 
rectory were, to do all in his power to 
revolutionise Piedmont, and so mtimi 
date the other Italian powers, to viol 
ate the neutrality of Genoi, seize the 
foits of Savona, compel the senate of 
Genoa to furnish him with pecuniary 
supplies, and to surrender the keys of 
Gavi, a fortress perched on a rocky 
lieight, commanding the pass of the 
Bochetta. In case of refusal be was 
directed to cany it by assault. His 
powers were limited to militaiy opera 
tions^ and the Directoiy resei-v^ to 
themselves the exclusive nght of con 
eluding treaties of peace oi truce—a 
lixmtalaon which was speedily diare 
garded by the enterprising genius of the 
young conqueior 

28 iTAbT, 

——* 11 bol paeae 

Cho 1 Aprienm parte, et il mar circoiido, et 

1 Alpc, ** 

iS divided by nature into three great 
distncts, essentially different from each 
other, and yet distinguished by mdel 
ible features from every other country 

« beauteous land 

Which tho Ai)6iiuiiie dmdAa and th<^ soa 

snrrouuds, aud the Alps 
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zn Lurope The fir-jt contains the noble 
j>lain, w ateredby the Po, which stretches 
irom the southein base of the Alps to 
the northeiTi dechvjty of tlie Apennines 
and extends from Com on the west to 
th< Adriatic on the east This uoblt 
plain which is three hundred tniles m 
length by a bundled and twenty in 
breadth, is, b( yond all question, the nch 
est and most fertile lu 1? ui ope On the 
west it IS shelieied by a vast semicncle 
of mountains, which there unite the 
Alps and Apeimines, and aie sui mount 
ed bv glittering piles of ice and snow, 
foirmng the mijestio baruer between 
Fiance anil Italy In those mexhaust 
ible rcHerroiis, which the heat of sum 
XDer converts into i>erenui il fountains 
of living wattr, the Po trikes its rise, 
lud that clasbic stream, ia]udly fed b^ ' 
the eoniluenoe of the toiients which 
dt sccud tlncmgh eveiy clelt and valley 
111 the vast ciicuinfeiencc, is aheady a 
great river when it bweeps undei the 
zamports of Turin This immense sur 
face formerly submeiged over its whole 
extent by w itei, is a pertect level, you 
may travel two hundred miles in a 
straight line in it without coming to a 
natural eminence ion feet high To 
vboida its western end, the soil, chiefly 
composed of the debus brought down 
ftom the adjacent mountains, is for the 
most pait; san<Iy or gravelly, but it be 
comes iichcr as you advance with the 
course ol the Po to the eastward, and 
tho plain from Lodi to Ferrara is com 
posed of the flnest alluvial soil, gener 
ally thirty five or forty feet m thickneas 
This znigmflceut expanse, the garden 
of Lurope is watered by numerous 
rivers, tho Tessmo, the Adda, the Adige, 
the Tagliamento, and the Piave, which, 
descending from the snowy summits of 
the Alps, tall perpendicularly into the 
hue ot the Po , while the Taio and 
other lesser ft*icams, flowing on the 
southern side mto the same nver, 
from the lower ndges of the Apen 
ntnes, afford equally to all parts of 
the plai 1 the means of extensive im j 
gatiou—the only requisite m that fav 
oured region for the production of tlie 
richest pastures and most luxunaut 
harvests 
Aon in 


29 It 18 hard to say whether the 
cultivation ol the soil, tho iiches of ni 
ture or the structuica of human in 
dustry in this beautiful region, are 
most to be admired An uunvalled 
system of agnculture, from winch every 
nation in Lurope might take a lesson 
haa been long cst iblished over its whoh 
surface, and two, sometmies throe sue 
cessiNe crops annually reward the la 
hours of the husbandman Indian com 
IS produced m abjzndaqpri^and, by its 
’•eturn—quadruple tliat of wheat—af 
folds subsistence for a numerous and 
dense population Rice is cultivated 
to a great extent in the luai shy distocts 
and an incomparable sj stem of imga 
tion, diflused ovej the whole, conveya 
the wateis of the Alps by an endless 
senes of little canals, like the veins and 
uteiiofl m tho human body, to every 
field lud in some places to every ndge 
in the grass lauds It is in these rich 
meadow^ »tietching round Lodi, and 
from thence to \eiona, that the cele 
hrated I'armesan cheese, known over 
all Furope for the richness of its flai 
our, 13 made The vme and the olive 
thrive on the sunny slopes which ascend 
from this plain to ridges of the Alps 

andawoody voneof never failingbeautj 
lies between the desolation of the moim 
tain and the fertility of the plain But 
the chmate is sevcie in winter, and the 
orange and cition aio chilled by the 
blasts which descend from the frozen 
glaciers The cities of this district, 
both in ancient and modem times, lia\ e 
been worthy, alike m giandeur and 
opulence, of the luxuriant plain by 
which they aio surrounded Mantua 
boasts of the residence of Viigil, Padua 
of having been the birthplace of Livy, 
AiquaofthetombofPetrarch Leonarda 
da Vinci, Titian, Canova, have adorn 
ed these cities by their works, or im 
mortahsed them by their birth, and the 
stately edifices of Turin, Milan, Bologna, 
Parma, Verona, and Venice, stUl attifact 
^he learned and ardent from every part 
of Europe, though their politioal inde 
penden^le has^b^ extinguished, and 
their literaiy celebrity consists rather 
in the lecoUection of past than the 
greatness of present genius 
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30 The second region, totally differ 
ent m chai'acter from the former, ex 
tends orer all the ramifications and de 
ciiTxties of the Apennines, that vast 
range which, branching off from tht 
Alps m the neighbourhood of Genoa, 
runs down the whole centre of Italy 
south of the plain of Lombardy, from 
the frontiers of Provence to the extre 
mity of Calabna. This gi eat chain, m 
its central and highest }>art8, n»es to 
the hoight^b^moffli thfp seven thou 
sand feet above the sea but in general 
the elevation is less considerable, ifad 
seldom reaches in the centre of the 
ndgf* above six thousand feet It is 
not one simple central ridge of motm 
tains, having a broad belt of level coun 
tiy on eithei side between it and the 
sea, nor is it a chain rising abruptly 
like the Andes in South Amu ica, irom 
the ocean on one kide, so as to leave 
space for an ample extent of plain on 
the other, in which the rivers, descend 
mg from its summits may become 
great and navigable It is, like all the 
othei chains which branch offfirtm the 
great stony girdle of the Old World, a 
huge backbone, thickly set with spines 
of unequal length, some running paral 
lei to each othei, others twisted and in 
terlaoed in the strangest imaginable 
manner As if tf> complete the dis 
Older m those spots where ttie spines 
of iho Apennines, being contorted, run 
parallel to their ow n central oham, and 
thus leave a level plain between tbeir 
base and the sea volcanic agency has 
broken in, and filled up the space thus 
left with clusters of hilb or lofty moun 
tarns of its own formation, as is the 
case wi^ the Alban Mount near Rome, 
and Vesuvius m the neighbourhood of 
Naples. Gmierallyspeakjtng,then> Italy, 
to south of the plain of Lombardy, 
IS composed of m infinite variety of 
valleys pent m between high and s^p 
hills, each forming a countty to itself, 
and saparffted by natnzul bar 

ners from the others » 

31 Kthediimateofthecotncdsywere 
morei%i 4 ^ous, this mggid ana woody 
regM^ itl^ieadix^, as it does, over three- 
laurtw ^ its whole extent^ would for 
the most part be compos^ like the 
Do^rtefelt of Noiway, or the Qramp 


ans of Scotland, of cold and cheerless 
hills, tenanted only by the loe an^ the 
heath fowl But, under the blue hea 
yens and dehghtful sun of Italy, the 
case 18 verj different Vegetable pro 
ductions, capable of yieldmg ample food 
for man, and m far greater variety than 
in the plain, are reared with ease m 
every part of the vaned ascent, from 
the base to the summit of the moun 
tains The olivC, the vmo, the fig tree, 
the pomegzanate, the sweet chestnut, 
the peach and nectarine, with all the 
fruits of northern climates, fiounsh in 
the utmost luxuntince on the sunny 
slopes of Tuscany, and in the Roman 
States, while in Naples and Calabna 
in addition to these, are to be found 
the orange tree, the cition, the puckly 
pear the puckly cactus, the palm tree 
and the fruits and flowers of tropical 
regions An admiiahle terrace culti 
vation, where art and industry have 
combined to overcome the obstacles of 
nature, has everywhere converted the 
slopes, naturally stenle and and, into 
a succession of gardens loaded with the 
choicest vegetable productiona A de 
licious climate there bnnp the fin< st 
fruits to maturity, the grapes hang in 
festoons fiom tree to tree, the song of 
the nightingale is heard in every giove, 
all nature seems to rejoice in l^c par^ 
dise which the industry of man hm 
created* To this incomparable system 
of horticulture, which appears to have 
been unknown to the ancient Romans, 
and to have been introduced into Fu 
1 ope by the wamors who returned from 
the Crusades, the nches and smiling 
aspect of Tuscany, and the mountain 
region of Italy, are chiefly to be as 
enbed, for nothing can be more deso 
late by nature than the waterless de 
ohvitxe^ in general almost destitute of 
soil, on which it ha^been formed. 

32 The earth required to be brought 
from a distance, retsmmg walls to be 

* Qamta tunc flonmt tuno est nova tern 

poriawte 

Etnovade giavido paltnitegenima tumet 
Etmodo fonnatis amicitur vitibusurbos 
Pmdit etiDSoxnmuiQSOTniniRlie] ba eioluin 
Sft tepidiim volucres eouoezitibus aSra 

znulcent, 

Ludit et m prstis luxuriatque pecus 

Ovid 
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erected, thestoep slopes conTerted into a 
series of gentle inclinations, the moun 
tain torrents diverted or resti ained, and 
the means of artihcial inigation, to sub 
tam nature during the long droughts of 
summei, obtained By the incessant 
labourof centuriesthis prodigy has been 
completed, and the veiy stony stenhty 
of nature oonvorted into the means of 
heightening, by artificial means, the 
heat of Bummer The quantity of rock 
with ■which the soil abounded, furnished 
at hand the matenals of walls and 
terraces These terraces are always 
covered ■with fi Hit trees, and, amidst 
the reflection of so many ■walls, the fruit j 
IS most abundant, and supenor of its 
kind No room is lost lu these little 
but precious fieeholds the vine ex 
tends its tendnls along the terrace 
walls a hedge formed of the same 
vine branches, suit ninds each terrace, 
and covers it with veidure In the 
comeis formed by the meeting of the 
supporting w alls, a httle sheltei^ nook : 
IS found, whei *0 hg trees are planted,: 
which npen delicious fruit under their j 
protection The owner takes advnn < 
tage of every vacant space to raise 
melons and vegetables Olive ‘trees 
shelter it from the rams so that with 
in the compass of a very Btnnll garden 
he obtains ohves, figs, grapes, pome 
granates, and melons Such is the re¬ 
turn which nature yields under this 
admiiible system of management, that 
half the crop of seven acres is sufifl 
cient m general foi the maintenance 
of a family of five persons, being httle 
moic than the produce ot three fourths 
of on acre to each soul, and the whole 
produce supports them all m rustic at 
iluence Italy, in this delightful region, 
still realises the glowing description oi 
her classic histonan above three hun 
dred ye ira ago *, 

Great pai-t of the mountain re 

* The whole conn try in profound peace and 
tranqullhty cultivated not len aasfduotisly^ 
in the nioimtalnouaand sterile districts than 
in the fertile phins and aahjeet solely to na 
tive rulers, not only abounded In copulation 
and wealth but was adorned by the CDagnifl 
cemoe of Its many pHnee*, by the splend43«u* 
of numerous most beautifdi towns, and by 
the mi^itsuctcmpleBofreligion -^uiodAfir 
nim lib i 


gion of Italy has adopted this admirable 
cultivation, and this explains what, to a 
northern traveller, atfirst sightseemRin 
explicable—the vast population, which 
IB found not merely in the valleys, but 
over the greater part of the ndges of 
the Apennines, and the endless succes 
Sion of villages and hamlets which are 
perched on the edge or summits of 
rocks, often, to appearance, scarcely 
aceesfeibla to human approach. Much 
care, howevej, arvi^the^dnstant laboiu 
of the husbandman, are required to 
iPphold the little freeholds thus formed 
out of natural stenlity, for, if his at¬ 
tention IS intermitted for any coi^sider 
able time, the violence of fhe tempests 
destroys what it had cost so much H 
hour to produce Storms and torrents 
wash down the soil, the terraces are 
hioken through, the heavy lams bring 
down a shapeless inass of rtuns, every 
tin ng returns rapidly to its former state, 
and of so much laboured construction 
there soon remain only shapeless ves 
ttgea covered with bners The sweet 
chestnuts, which grow luxuriantly in 
almost every part of the Apennines, 
contribute to uphold this dense popu 
lation, by the subsistence which they 
afford in regions whore the terrace cul 
tivation cannot be introduced, while 
at the summit of all, above this gone ot 
wood, w here the fi equent clouds nourish 
a short but sweet herbage, mountain 
pastures are to be found similai to the 
dry and healthful downs of the south 
of England 

B4 Hence ans^ the romantic char 
actei of Itahan scenery, the constant 
combination of a mountam outline, and 
all tile wild features of an alpine ooun 
tiy, ■with the nch vegetation of a south 
em climate^the intermixtuie of the 
wildest and most awful with the softest 
and most delicate features of nature 
Hence, too, the rudeness, the pastoral 
simplicity, and the occasional pi^atory 
habits to be found m the population, 
t<yr these rocky and crooked fastnesses 
reader it almost impossible fbr any 
pohoe* howler vigpmi^ to track out 
robbers -w ho are srater^ by their bu 
merous inh&bitaj9(ts The u^ubtioue 
aarwhicbatillinfeototheplaHie, and the 
devastation whi(di they foH&erlj undeis 
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went from mutual wi ifare, or the plan 
der of the robber mountain chivaliy, 
have still farther contributed to fis in 
dustry andpopul itiou in the mountains, 
for the mal ina does not nse above a 
certain level gener illy aj3 clearly defined 
as the surface ot a 1 ike, on the hills, 
and the feudal horsemen paused at the 
entrance of these mountain asylums of 
industry The < fleets of these causts 
are still con'^picnous To this day, you 
may travel xndep tocher m the 
plims and v^eya, witnout meeting 
irith a single town or village, or even 
i human habitation, while the towns 
cluster on the lull suits, the houses 
nestling together on some scanty ledge, 
ith clilTs nsing above tliem, and sink 
mg donn abiuptly below them, tlio 
very cfmffnta 7nanu p}(T7*}ipti8 oppiia 
j>axis of Viigd s description, which he 
even then called anliquc w^s * They 
had been the strongholds of the pnm 
t val inhabitants of the country, and 
are still inhabited after the l«^e of bo 
many centunea—nothing of the stir 
ind movement of other parts of Europe 
having penetrated these lonely valleys, 
and tempted the people to quit their 
mountam fistuesacs for the more ac 
cessible d\iellings in the plain 

35 Ihe third zcgion compus<B the 
plains which he between the western 
declivity of the A]>eunino3 and the 
Mediteimuean This district compre 
hends the Marshes of Voltcrra, stiU as 
pestilential as when they proved all 
but fatal to Hannibal s army, the plain 
of the Chtummss, rich aa in ancient 
days in herds and docks, the Campagna 
of Rome, once inhabited by numerous 
tribes, now an almost uninhabited de 
sert, the Pontine Marshes, formerly 
the abode of thirty nations, now a pea 
tilential swamp, thQ plain of Fseatum, 
at one time inhabited by the luxurious 
Sybantes, now known only by its stately 
1 urns and deserted thickets, the Cam 
pogna ot Naples, still the scene of in 
dustry, elegance, and agriculturalriches 
The character of these plains is so dif 
ferent from that of the o^er gfeat di 
visions of Italjf that it is hardly pos 
Bible to believe that they belong to the 
same quarter of tlie globe In the Cam 
pagna of Naples indeed, still, as in an 


cient times, an admirable cultivatiou 
brings to perfection the choicest gifts 
of nature Magnificent crops of wheat 
and maize cover the nch and level cx 
pause, rows of elms or willows shelter 
their harvests fmm the too scorcht ig 
rays of the sun, and luxuriant vim % 
clustermg to the very tops of the trecu, 
are trained featoouH from one sum 
nut to the othei On its hills the 
orange, thq^^^iie, and the fig tr^ dour 
ish m o^uty , the air rcu 

dered^^i^n^ by their ceaseless pei 
fumqAp^Ple exhibited 

of tl^fEjuitaud tibedpwei appeanni, 
the some time otn the same stem * The 
banks of the C^l^^isnnus, too, lu Tus 
cany, still m m'^intem then 

ancient characte# of being rich m 
men and the fatness of the soilBut, 
with these ^peptions, those plains cro 
covered only with grofjs, and erfubit 
the usual features of the pastoral char 
acter Aftei leaving the centres of 
elegance and refinement in Iloicnco 
and Rome, the travellei is astonished 
to find himfeelf in the midst of uneu 
closed and desolate plains, over winch 
numerous herds of cattle waiidei at 
large, under the caie of shephcids 
mounted on horseback, and armed with 
lances, after the fashion of the steppes 
of Taitary Everything in those iin 
mense posture lands is at variance dike 
with the iich fields of Lombardy and 
the peopled heights of the Apennines 
The farms aie of great sire, and entiicl} 
composed of pastuie, the inhabitants 

* Mild was the air the Kkies were clear aa 
glosa, 

The treos no whirlwind fult nor tempest s 
smoit 

But ore their ftwt drop ofi the bl&ssoni 
conies 

This spnugs that falls that np noth and 
thU blooms 

The leaves upon the selfsame bouj^h did 
hide, « 

Beside the young thaold and ripened fig* 
Here fruit was green there ripe >Mth \cr 
moil side 

The apples new 4id old grew on one twig 
rThe fruitful vine her amis spread high on I 
wide, 

Tliat bended undomcath their clusters big 
The grapes were tender here hard >oung 
ana sour 

ThOTe purple ripe and nectai sweet forth 
pour —/mMttfcm Ikhvered xvl 10 11 

t ‘ Dives vins atquo ubero globa. 



261 


I 

1796] HISTORY OF EUROPE 


0,10 few and unheoltby, lioidly any vil 
1 %es or homleta arc to be met with 
The towuB, too, ore fai distant and de 
chmng ond were it not for the indica 
tioiis nf a dense population, which still 
exist 111 the rums Bcitteied at mtcrrals 
over its surface, one would be led to 
believe they had never been tenanted 
by any other inhabitants but the wild 
boai and the bufiolo 

36 The cities of Italy hove been cele 
1)1 oted since the very infancy of civili 
sation from the marvellous oelebiity 
lu arts and arms which their inhabit 
ants have attained but they are not 
so considerable in pomt of population 
ns might have been expected tiom their 
long established fame Alone, of the 
conutnes m the woild, It^y has twice 
risen to tlie highest eminence in the 
lohievements both of wfm and peace 
On the rums of the Capitol, the foimer 
mistioKS of the world, a new empire 
arose, founded not on arms, but on re 
ligious reverence, which at one period 
imbraced a mdtr dominion than had 
ever been conquered by the arms of the 
consuls Rome m consequence pos 
BcBscb an interest, and exhibits a mag 
nificence, which no other city in the 
woild can boast, for it contams the re 
m HUB of genius, and the monuments 
of art, ahke of ancient and modem 
times , and la peopled with the shades 
at once of Cicero and Virgil, of Tasso 
and Alhen, of Raphael and Michael 
Angelo The amphitheatre of Titus 
btill remoms in ruinc d grandeur beside 
the Obelisk of Thebes, but it looks 
down on St John Lateran, from whence 
HO many laws have issutd to the ChiiB 
tian world, the horses of Praxiteles 
yet adorn the Eternal City, but they 
fiont the Palace of the Qoinnal, the 
abode of the Supreme Pontiff, the an 
cient pavement of the Sacred Way, fur 
rowed by the wheels of a hundr^ tii 
umphs, again after a buiial of fourteen 
hundr^ years, zs exposed to the light 
of the sun, but it leads only to the mo ■ 
dem Capitol, where “ barefooted fhars 
Bing vespers in the remains of the 
Temple of Jupiter ” The columns of 
Trajan and Antomne still surmount the 
ancient plain of the Campus Martms, 
but they adjom the crowded and bnl 


bant scene of the modem Cor&o the 
Tomb ol Adnau has been bc'ipoilcd, 
but it was BO to adoi n the “ fane of the 
Vatican—the Dome of St Petei s the 
noblest monument which the bauds of 
man have ever raised to the purpose of 
religion Before a second Rome aj) 
pears in the woild, a second Republic 
must have bciu followed by a seioud 
Empire , a sr cond Mythology by i pp 
cond Popedom , a second Fomm by a 
second St PqJ^r s , an^ the genius of 
Modem Europe, drawn to a centre by 
ohe conquering State, must have been 
succeeded by another night of a thou 
sand years, duYing which superstition 
has subjected the whole civilised world 
to its sway 

37 Dunng the days of its greatness, 
Rome IS said to have contained three 
millions of mhabitants, but it may btf 
doubted whether it in reality ever was 
inhabited by so numeioub a popula 
tion 08 modern London * It asoei 
tamed, by on authentic enumerition, 
that at the capture of the citv b} Alaiic, 
it contained 1,200,000 inh ibitants Its 
present population is only 172,000, and 
in the tune of Napoleon s government 
it had sunk to 120,000 Venice, Mil in 
Florence, and Genoa, so celebrated m 
history, poetry, and lomonce, are less 
conBidGiabl6,t m point of w^th and 


* By the coiisuB of 1841 London contained 
1 664 000 8oul^ the greatest aggr<^te of hu 
ninn beings lu a single city of which the his 
tory of the world has presenod on authentic 
record The number now (Z84S) is probably 
at least 2 200 000 Glasgow next to it ni w 
point of numbers in the Bnt^ eznpiro con 
touicd 274 000 and now (164S) is peopled bj 
1^0 000 souls 

t llio following is the pnpulatious of Uie 
principal cities of Italj according to the latest 
statistical accounts, (1636) — 


Milan, 

Venice, 

Verona 

Padua 

Tunn 

Genoa, 

Leghorn 

Alessandria 

Pemigio 

Naples 

Romo 

Palermo 

Vioensa, 

Bergamo 

Parma, 


IiUBsbltanfe*. 
160 000 
110 ooO 
60 000 
47 000 
117 000 
100 000 
*"5 000 
35 000 
30 000 
864 000 
110 000 
168 000 
SO 000 
^0 500 
JO 000 


Modena, 

Florence 

Pisa, 

Coni, 

Adi, 

Bologna 

Ferrara, 

Ravenna 

Aucona, 

Messina 

Oatama, 

Taranto 

Reggio 

Poggio, 


InbsUtsnti 
28 000 
78 000 
20,000 

16 0Q0 
22 000 
71 OOO 
24 000 
24 000 
30 000 
40,000 
47 000 
14 000 

17 OOO 
21,000 
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populatiOBi than second rate manufac 
tunng towns of Great Bi'itam , and the 
only really large city of Italy, Naples, 
will apparently soon be outstnpp^ in 
numbers by Glasgow, a provinual town 
of Scotland The industry and po 
pulatiou of the great towns of Itdy 
have sensibly declined duiing the last 
three centuiies, in consequence of the 
alteration in the channels of commerce, 
the lesult of the rise of Great Britain, 
and the discoye^ ^he Cipe of Good 
Hopa llorenoe, which tormeily con 
tamed 160,000 souls, can now boast c>f 
little more than half the number, Ve 
nice and Genoa have scarce a third of 
their former mhabitanta But the m 
duatiy of the countiy is undeciyed 
Commercial wealth, depiived of its 
iormer chaxmels oi mvestment, has gen 
erally turned to rural enterpnae—the 
towns have declined, but the provinces 
have increased both in nches and m 


habitants, and the population of Italy 
was never, eithoi •lu the days of the 
emperors or of the mediaeval republics, 
so considerable as it is at the present 
time It amounts at this time Q8S2) 
to nineteen milhous of souls ami ex 
ceeded sixteen millions in the days ot 
Napoleon, a population which gave 
12d7 to the sqiure marine league, a 
density greater than that of either 
France or hngLaiid at that period.* 

33 The causes of the extraordinaiy 
population, which has thus survived the 
political deebne of modern Italy, and 
the decay of the principal seats ot ita 
manufacturing mdustry, is to be found 
m the direction of its capital to agii 
cultuiol investment, and the increasing 
industry by which, dunng a long course 
of centuries, its mhabitauts have over 
come the sterility of natuie The ad 
mirable cultivation whit^h has crept up 
the mountam sides famishes food for a 


* The following table exhibits the population of the Italian States in 1810 iiudor Napoleou 
Hid in 1682, witu the square leagues ot temtory and dcuaiLy of the population to the square 
Itague 


Sauaie Mjuim 

PdpulaUoa 

Fopaletioa 

Pep perS 


laecuai 

In 1810 

in 1839 

Le^oeln 

L Naples contained 

41^ 

49eS 000 

5 810 000 

1 414 

Sicily and Lesser Isles, 

1360 

1 63a 000 

1 682 000 

1 2J6 

Total of Naples, 

5 460 

2 508 000 

7 462 OOO 

1372 

TI Eingdom of Sardinia— 





Piedmont and Savoy 

2 050 

3,470 000 

3 434 000 

1675 

Sardinia, 

1600 

520 000 

400 087 

300 

Total of Sardinia, 4 ko 

3 OoO 

3 000 000 

S 924 087 

1174 

III Hingdom of Jx>mbardy and Venice— 




province of Milan 

1 042 

2,082 000 

2 416 000 

2 424 

■ p. " of Venice 

1 127 

1 082 000 

2 041 000 

2 017 

Total of Lombardy and ] 
\eaice, J 

[•2,160 

4 064,000 

4 457 000 

8 210 

IT Ecclesiastical States 

2,230 

2 346 000 

2 860 000 

1266 

V Tuscany aud 

1,003 

1 180,000 

1 282 000 

1 167 

VI. Parma, Flaoentu, mi Gua 1 

j- !S8 

877 000 

433 000 

1536 

VIT Modena, 

272 

38^000 

885 000 

1 415 

VIII Lucca Oasraro, and Massa, 

54 

mooo 

144 500 

2 075 

]X Bepubhcuf&lirManno 

5 

7 000 

9 000 

i 

1,700 


amwAar 

1632 



lusra 


Naples hi Italy, 4.^68 000 

Figment, wiihout Savoy and Sardinia, 8,020 000 
liOmbaMysad Venice, oi 4,004000 

Bodesias&cal States, ^848 0^ 

Tussiny and Elba, pi. X 160 000 

Tama, HacanUa and duastaUa, 877 000 

Kodeao, 832,000 

Lucoa Oamne and Massa, 138 000 

St Marine, 7 000 


5,810 000 
8 016 000 
4 457 000 
2,860 000 
1282,000 
448 000 
885,600 
U4 50a 
0,000 


Italy Proper 16,407 000 16 860,500 
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numerous populcititm at the height of 
»tvtr4il thousand fAt above the sea, 
«uid explains the singular fact, at hrst 
Bight so inexplicable to a northern ob 
servei, thit in scenes where, at adis 
tance, nothing but continued fohage 
meets the eye, the traveller hnds, on a 
neaiei approach, villages and hamlets, 
and all the signs oi a numerous pea 
Bautiy 1 he terrace gardening of the 
hills in Tuscany, the ungationa in the 
valley of the Amo, are extraoidinaiy 
monuments of human industry Meaub 
have been taken to avert or regulate 
the devostatingtorrents which descend, 
charged with autumnal rains, ft om the 
mountains, and to diffuse them m an 
infinity of little canals over the whole 
face, whether broken oi level, of the 
country The chesnut forests, which 
grow spontaneously in the higher re 
gions, furnish subsistence for a large 
pait of the peasantry, whiles on the 
summit of all, the cool pastures of the 
Apuinmes, from whence the shepheid 
can see from sea to sea, feed vast herds 
of cattle, and ffocks of sheep and goats 
ffnd there a dehcious pasture, when 
driven, during the summer months, 
from the great pasture farms of the 
Idoremma, then brown, parched, and 
intei seated cracks from the long 

continued drought. Thus every pait 
of the counti^ is made to contribute 
to the use of man, and Italy exhibits 
the extraordinary spectacle, interesting 
alike to the phil^thropist and the eco 
nomical obs^er, of a country in which 
population and civilisation have with 
stood the successive decline of ficc 
periods of political greatness, and the 
Luman race has found the means of 
happiness and increase amidst the de¬ 
struction of all the sources of oommer 
dal prosperity, in the steady apphea 
tion of wt alth apd industxy to the cul 
tivation of the soil It is a spectacle 
on which the eye of an inhabitant of 
our islands may well rest with oompla 
cency, for it atifords, perhaps, the )ai]p 
solid ground for hope and confiddioe 
in contemplating the future fate of the 
people of this empn*e, now resting, in 
& great d^^ ou the splendid, but in 
secure and shifting, foundation of com 
mercial grasdnesa 


39 Land in the Apennines is very 
much subdivided in Tuscany alone 
there are eighty seven thousand own 
eiB of htUe freeholds, producing below 
£5 sterhng a year, and thuty one thou 
sand between that smd £25 * It is m 
the uni emitting industry and constant 
toil, generated by the attachments 
which this general diffusion of property 
produces, l^t one great cause ot the 
extraordinary population and general 
wellbeing of Jbhe^ people in the moun 
tain legions la to be lound. It has 
liot been the result, as m Republican 
lb ranee, of the violent spoliation of the 
clergy and the higher oiders, nor of the 
boundless expansion of cmliseJ man 
through the unappropriated recesses of 
the forest, as m North America. It 
has been the simple effect of industry 
steadily pursued, and frugality unceas¬ 
ingly practised, lu a country not re- 
volutiomsed, and wholly appropriated 
dunng a long series of centuries And 
what has been the consequence I Why, 
that Tuscany now exhibits the marv^ 
lous, and, to an economical observeiv 
highly interesting combinoUon of an 
cieut civilisation with social felicity, 
of density of population with genez^ 
wellbemg, of dechuing commerci^ pros 
penty withincreasmg agncultimd opu 
lence The high wages ot manufactur 
mg mdustry have not there been wasted 
in mtoxication or devoted to extrava¬ 
gance they were invested, dunng the 
days of prospenty, in numerous little 
freeholds, which at once elevated the 
character and improved the tastes ofi 
their possessors, and have comma 
nicated the same habits to their de¬ 
scendants , and, m consequence, Tus¬ 
cany has surmounted equally the ruia 
of its commercial establishments and 
the fall of its politiesl independenott, 
and population, dtdy regulated by the 
elevated standard of comfort among 
the pool, exhibits the features of gene 
ral wellbeing m the latest stages na¬ 

tional existence-—another proof, among 
the many which histoiy afibrda, of the 
eiemhl truth, that tha real souroe of 
national, equally aa of individual, 
city IS to be found m the habita of tha 

« Cadastre of1828 given in Baumer’slUbTt 
ii 28 
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people, and thit no misfortvincs, how ralysed Italy, in^ political point of 
^.reat soever, are inemcdiable except view, m recent times his been the loss, 
''i ch as undermine their virtue speaking generally, oi th( military spint 

40 In a political pomt of view, bow by its in^bitants That its Chaim ng 

ever, the impoitance of Italy is at an climate is capable of biuigmg to mn 
end, and the garden of Europe seems tunty a race of heroes and patnots, is 
destined to no other fate, dunng the uell as one of poets and artists, need 
remainder of European story, but that be told to none who aie acquainted 
of being the piize of the most valiant with the glorious story of Rome m an 
and powerful of the ti ansalpme nations cient, and the not less heai t stiiTing an 
Still its inhabitants are doomed to uttei nals of the Italian J epubhes m modem 
the mournful i^^edtetiop— times But the histoiy of Italy for the 

^ incitrico o vmta sompro a 88 er^ ^ » I*"* thref years and since the 

* independence of the lesser states has 
The cause of this is twofold Italy, been merged in the ascendant of the 
though overrun successively by the transalpine monarchies, has completely 
Goths and the Lombards, nevei was the demonstrated that the warlike virtues 
lostingplace of so considerable a poi are no longei in estimation, and that 
tion of the northern nations, as to ac ^he arts and enjoyments of pe u.e have 
quire the magnitude and consistence entirely disqualified them for the gen 
ot modem empires It w as broken into erous sacrifices, the heroic self denial, 
bmail separate states, and, when civili which am necessary either to attain ni 
sation revived, in the eleventh and tional indtpendence or to support mil 
twelfth centunes, it was on the model, itary courage W^hen led by French 
and according to the ideas, of antiquity officers, and placed beside French regi 
that industry and population weie dis ments, the inhabitants of Lombartij, 
tnbuted The Forum, equilly as m dunng the wars of N^apoleon, attaint 
Athens, Connth, or Rome, was the a high and deserved reputation, but so 
ceutre alike of power and of dehbera did the Portuguese and Hindoos under 
tion m the modem Italian republics British direction, in the campaigns of 
the subject temtoty was associated m the Peninsula and India The pea 
none of the duties of government Mon santry of every country, even the most 
irchy had not given its states the unity ej^eminate, wiu hght well if gallantly 
and vigour of undividerl admmistm jed it is in the impossibihty of finding 
tion Tts civilisation wm that of the aucij gallant leaders among their own 
city, not of the tribe No lepresenta higher classes, that the never failing 
tive system united its inhabitants with maA of national decline is to be found 
*he dominant borough the rule of a often individually courageous, the Ita 
V. -few thousand citipns was felt to be m lians, in a national point of view, have 
supportable or the rural inhabitants, c;^utunes totally destitute of 

because the self mteresfc of the ohgar the military virtues, they have never, 
chy regulated aU their proceedings, g,t,c 0 the defeat of the invasion of 
and central power had given the mass Chariea VIII, in the close of th 6 fif 
of the people none of its protection, teenth century, been able to stand be- 
Htnce the tomtory of the Italian re fore the shock of the Frendi or German 
pubhcawasliinited tathe distnctwhach bayonets. Expenencahas not yet en 
n single city could govern and a caun deteimine whether this de 

try thus subdivided was wholly unable ^Isneftom the heroic cOmage of ancient 
to withstand the ah<^k of the great tunes is to be ascribed to the enervating 
uiBalpino monarolues, to whom Ote ^^ets of a 4 eh<ao«* climate or the 
ti udal insUtotions had given upity and general selfishness produced bv a long 
vigour^ wd who had inherited %rom penod of pacific enjoyment But the fu 
f iieir Gothic ancestors the spint of con ture history of Groat Bntaiii u ill solve 
__,_ 1 ... tor ite winters are not 

41 The second cause which has pa- Ukeiy to be ever less rigorous than they 

* Conquering or conquered ever enslaved were in the days of Nelson and Wei 
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iiugton, and if its inhabitants lose their 
courage it can be n$cnbe<l to no other 
cause but tlie corruptiug influence of 
commercnil greatncbS 

42 The character of the Italians at 
this time 18 so different from what it 
Tias lu the days of the ancient Romans, 
th it it IS hardly possible to believe they 
belong to the same country Unhke 
their sturdy and heroic piogemtors, 
they are almost entirely absorbed in 
tlie arts and elegancies of life And 
while their political consideration and 
nuhtary reputation have become q\ 
tinct, thev are now distinguished chief 
ly, if not entuelv, by their eztraordi 
naiy genius m the fine arts, and the 
universal spread oi a i termed taste for 
wot La of imagination, and an enthusi 
astic perception of their chaims, to an 
extent, among the middle and labour 
ing classes, wholly unknown among the 
transalpine states Reversing the max 
irns by which the ancient republic rose 
to greatness, they have devoted them 
sehes to the formation of the living 
onuvasB, the breathing brass, and left 
to others the care of conquering the 
woild.^ In this respect, Hiey hear a 
much closer resemblance to the inhabit 
ants of Gxeeoe than those of Rome m 
foimer tunes Passionately attached 
to the elegancies of life, lively and in 
genious in conversation, endowed with 
on ardent imagmotiou and a leflned 
tiste, they have risen, like the ancient 
Athenians, to the very highest emiu 
mace in the fine arts, and, like the Greeks 
of old, continue m these respects to mvo 
law to Uieir oonqueroi's, long after ^y 
have sunk before the ascendant of 
ergy and qourage among ruder nations 

43 At the period of the French m 
viunon of Italy in 1796, the total forces 

* ^Ijetothers'bettermotiktthonmnisg'mass 
Of metals, and Inform the bteathing brass, 
\iid soften into flesh a marble Aoe, 

Plead better at the bar, dssenbe tlie skios 
And when the stars descend and when 
they rise 

But, Rome 1 tla thine alone, with awfti 
swiv , 

Toruleroankind and make the Worldobe\ 
Dii^oBing peace and war thy owu mslesUc 
way 

To tame the proud, the fetterd slave to 
free 

1 hese are imperial arts and worthy thee 

JSVwcd, book vi 


of the Italian states amounted to one 
hundred and sixty thousand men un 
der arms, which could with ease have 
been raised, fiom a population of six 
teen miUxous, to three hundred thou 
Sand But, with the exception of the 
Piedmontese troops, this military array 
w IS of no real use, except when led on 
by Fiench officers, the soldiers of the 
other Italian states w ere almost value 
less, at least amidst the shock of the 
triusalpme x^tiou^ illtteily did Itdl) 
suffer for this decay m hei national 
8j)]rit, and extinction of hei military 
courage *With the brench invasion 
commenced a long period of suflbnng 
tyranny, uudei tlie name of liberty, 
rapine, under that of generosity, ex 
Gitcment among the poor, spoliation of 
the rich, clamour m public against the 
nobility, and adulation of them lu pn 
vate, use made of the lovers offixedom 
by those who despised them, and ic 
volt ngainet tyranny by tho&o who cum 
ed only at being tyrants, general praise 
of hberty in words, and uuiveisal ex 
tinction of it in action, the stiipping 
of churches, the robbery of hospitals, 
the levelling of the polaceB of the gieat, 
the destruction ot the cottages of the 
poor,—all that military license has ot 
most temblo, all that despotic authoi 
rty has of moot oppressive Then did 
her people feel that neither nches of 
sod nor glorxes of recollection—neither 
a southern sun nor the perfection of 
art, can save a nation from destruction, 
if it has lost the vigoui to uphold or 
the courage to defend them ^ 

44 Although the plains of Piedmont 
and Lombardy, whei e tbe war was to bo 
cuned on, presehtfew positions which, 
from the inequality of the giound, are 
capable of defence, yet it was in some 
places one of iho most defensible coun 
tries m Europe, Its great nvers and 
numerous fortified towns were the cause 
of this peculiarity At its western end, 
the pnncipal paa&es leading over the 
Alps into IVtmce were closed by moun 
tain jbrts, the strength of wmoh had 
been ampl/proved by the French dur 
mg the wBt of the Sucoewon, and if 
th^e were stirmounted, and the plam 
of Piedmont were reached, a strong 
cham of fortresses was prepared to 
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anest the 8t<>p3 of the iiivadei Com, 
Turin, Aleasandna, Tortuna, Vo^hera, 
Qeuoa, Gavi, and Ivrea formed so many 
bulwarks, the possesmou of which was 
eaeentiai to a fim footing on the Italian 
plains, and which it was yot dif&cult to 
besiege, fiom the obstacles to regular 
operations, ai ising from theBritish hav 
mg the undisputed command at sea, 
and the extreme difficulty of traustiort- 
ing heavy battering trams over the lUg 
ged and inhos{^abi6«su\imits of the 
Alps But if these fortresses were ever 
reduced, or won by treaty, they would 
form the best possible base for oftensive 
operations, which would render it pro 
bably impossible to atop the invadei s 
progress till he reached the bonks of 
the Adige 

45 There, however most serious ob 
stacles awaited an invadmg army The 
great defence agamst the passage of a 
hostile force over the plain of Lorn 
bardy is to be found in the number, 
depth, and i apidity of the Al pine n vers, 
which, descending from the glaciers 
of Switzerland, fall geneially at right 
angles into the Po, near the centre of 
the level expanse Not only are these 
nveis at all times deep and rapid, but 
they have this peculiarity, arising from 
the melting of the snows during the 
warm season in the higher Alps, thit 
they flow with the most impetuous toi 
rents in the height of summci, the sea 
son in other respects most favourable 
for military opex'ations The art of man 
]ia& improved upon these great natural 
‘barriers, and strong fortifled towns pxo 
teot the pnneipal and often the only 
bridges over their otherwise impassable 
flooi& The Adige, in particular, pre 
eented an uncommonly strong line of 
defence in these respects ^ ite deep aud 
ample Htreom, from the foot of the Alp 
me cliflk behind Veiona^ to its junction 
with the Po, was strongly foiled at 
every point where a passage could be 
attempted, and the liae of flortress^ i 
which gaaided ite bndgea, Verona, Leg 
nago, and P6schiera> i^uld only Ijp 
duoed by operations m torn, and by 
the aid oi heavy arttllery UCantua, pro 
iected by its strong bastions and sur 
rounding lakes, would itssif require an 
aimy for its reduction the rugged 
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bauk<i and swollen streams of the Mm 
CIO, the Piave, the Taghamento, the 
Breuta, ionned so many strong positions 
to which the defending army could re 
tile, wIuIh the broad channel of the 
Po secured one flank h om being turned, 
and the vast natural fortress of the Ty 
rol, on the othei, pres^ted a sure re 
inge in case of disaster It already 
might have been anticipated, what cx 
perience m the sequel amply demon 
strated, that it was amidst the intncacics 
of these livers, fortresses, aud moon 
tains, that the great Lonte<?t for the em 
pac of Italy would take place 
46 When Napoleon assumed the 
command of the Republican army m 
the end of March, ho found everything 
in the moat nuKerable state The ef 
flcient force under arms, and ready for 
ofiensive operations, amounted only to 
forty two thousand men, but it w as 
continually reinforced by troops fiom 
the depots in the interior, after his sue 
ceases commenced, so that, notwith 
standing the losses of the campaign, it 
was mamtained throughout nearly at 
iiiat amount. The guns did not exceed 
sixty pieces, and the cavalry w<us almost 
dismounted, but the gai nsons m the 
real, amountiug tr> eight thousand men, 
could furnish supplies, when the war 
was removed fiom the frontier, and the 
arsen^ of Nice and Antibes were well 
provided with artillery For a vety long 
period the soldiers of all ranks hi^ suf 
feredthaextrenutyofwant Peicbedon 
the inhospitable summits of the Apen 
mnes during the whole of the dieadful 
winter at they had enjoyed 

neither tents nor shelter, xnagazmes 
they had none , their shoes were worn 
out, their doting was m rags. The 
troops had, during nearly the whole 
wintei, been placed on half a ration a 
day, and even this scanty supply was 
foi the most part procured by maiaud 
mg expeditious of the soldiers into 
the neighbouring valleys. Th« officers, 
the effect of the depreciation of 
paper, had for a long time in reality 
received only eight ^snos a month of 
pay , aud the st^ was entirely on foot 
On one occasion the l>irectety had 
awarded a gratuity of three louisd'or 
to each geneial of ^vision, and the fu 
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ture marabolfi oud pnnops of the Era of a momiineut to the aoldierb killed 
pire subaifltod lor long on the humble duimg the deinocritio levolt ot Nancy 
preBent But, considered with refer On the 17th Febiuaiy 1791, ho be 
ence to then skill and waihke qualiUc^, haved with equal ooolness and conduct, 
the army presented a very ddicieut as on occasion of the funous mob which 
pect and was, beyond all questiou, the attempted to break into and pillage the 
most eihcient one which the liepubhc chateau of Bellevue, the residence of 
possessed Composed, for the most part, the princesses, aunts of Louis XVI 
of young soldiers, whom the great levies Hia good conduct on this occasion gave 
of 1793 had broughtiutu the field, they great umbiage to the Jacobin party, 
had been inuied to hardHlup aud pn and he was glad to secure his safety by 
vationa during the subsequent cam accepUug th<^iti^tio adjutant gen 
paigns in the Pyrenees and ALuitime eial of the army of oloMaishal Luck 
Alps—a species of vtarfaie which, by n«r Bumouner, howfvtr, who had a 
leading detached parties continually command in it, eailypci'ceived what his 
into difficult and perilous situations, is subsequent history too clearly ev^ced, 
singularly calculated to sti-engthen the that his capacity was not equal to the 
frame and augment the lutelligeuce of general duection oi aifuiis, andhe wrote 
the soldier Its spirit had been greatly to the Biiectory that he w la ruining 
elevated b^ the successful losult of the the old maishal He wtus in conse 
battle of Loano, and its chiefs, Mas quence removed eaily in 1793 to La 
sena, Augereau,Serruriei,andBei’thiei, Vendee, where he acted in a subordi 
had alie^y become distinguished, and, nate situation with distinction, and at 
like starn lu the fii*mament on the ap the battle of baumur, m 1793, he had 
prooch of tw ihght, began to give token three hoiwes shot under him He wae 
of their future light aflm wards chief of the atafi to (''uatiue, 

47 Bertbier was chief of the stafT— oucAt was with no small difficult}, and 
a situation which he contmued to hold only by puusummate prudence, th it he 
m all the campaigns of N apoleou, down a\ oided the fate of Ins unfortunate gen 
to the battle of Waterloo His father eial Immediately after the 9th Ther 
had, among other appointments, been nudoi, he was sent by the government 
oluef engmeei of the atmiesundei Louis as chief oi the staff to Kellcrmanu, m 
XY, and colonel of the corps of geo the army oi the Alps, and it was in 
graphical engmeers, so that he had that capacity ho was found by Napo 
enjoyed the advantages of lespectable Leon when he took the command of 
birth and a military education He that aimy, m April 1796 
was boin at Versailles on tlie 28th Nov 48 AcUve, indefatigable alike on 
ember 1753, and was at this peiiod horseback and in the cabinet, he was 
forty three years of age He had en admiiably qualified to discharge the e 
tered the army at the age of seventeen, duties of that important situ ition, with 
and in 1778 had served with such dis out being possessed of the ongmolity 
tinction under Rochambeau in Ame uid decision requisite foracommander 
rica, that, before the end of that war, in chief Perfectly mastei of the geo 
he had risen to the rank of colonel^ gr^by of every country which the army 
a very unusual thing in those days for waa to enter, undorstaudmg thoioughly 
an officer who <^d ix>t possess Hie ad the use of maps, Ue was able to udeu 
vantages of patrician birth. In 1789 late with adnurable precision the time 
he was appointed mfyor general the requisite for the diffcient corps to ar 
national guard at Versaiilas, m which nve at the gjrouqd assigned to them, as 
character rendered the Royal fit* well as to direct^ in a lucid manner, Hie 
mily some service during the stormy course they were to pursue. He was 
days of the 5th and 6 th October His piecijion i^lfmhis hMits, and, a1>ove 
disposition, however, decidedly marked all* possessed of such on entraordmsxy 
him aa fot Hie popuhtf side, and, m fiumlty of endurmgfidaguo,th^hewas 
1790, he presented a petition to Na- never, on any occasiom whatever labour 
tionol Assembly,prayingfor the erection ^ jireviously undergone, uweble 
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to 1 '*8ume the duties either of the field 
or the cabinet Faithful and trust 
worthy, he obeyed his instructions with 
docility, readiness, and perfect silence 
A seciet divulged to Berthier was as 
as if its possesaor wasin his grave 
and these qualities miwle him an m 
valuable assistant to Kapoleon But 
he hod no genius in his character, he 
'a as me ipable alike of great conceptions 
and generous feeling, an admirable 
second in coxun^tT, he xyis xvholly uu 
fit to be general in chief 
49 Massena, a native of Nice, 
born on the 6th May 1758, of resjject 
ible parents m the mercantile bne, 
but, having lost his father early in life, 
he never received an education suitable 
to the elevated duties to which he was 
afterwards called in life One of his 
lelations, a captain of a trading vessel, 
out of humanity took the young orphan 
on board his ship, and he made several 
voyages with him, but, haviug con 
ceived a dislike for a sea life, he en 
tered the army as a private soldii|ir m 
the year 1776, in the regiment Ro}id 
Italien, in which one of his uncles was 
captain Ere long he was made a cor 
poial, and, after he had become a 
marshal of Franco, he said that that 
step was the one m his whole caieer 
which had coat him most tn>uble to 
gam, and which had given him most 
satisfaction when acquirc<i His in 
telhgoiicc and good conduct soon pro 
moted him to the rank of aeigeant and i 
adjutant, but in those days of ansto 
' cratic exclusion, becould uotnsa higher, 
—the epaulets of a sub lieutenant being 
rarely jjonferred except on those of 
noble birth. After having served four¬ 
teen years, he became weaiy of a life of 
inactivity, and retired in 1789 to his 
n itive city, wh^e he made an advan 
tageous mamage, but no sooner did 
the llevolntion break out, and the 
mihtary career become open to idl 
ranks, than he resumed his old profea 
Sion, and was soon raosed by the suf 
frages of his soldiers to the rank pf ad 
jutant-major of the battalioh of the Var, 
and subsequently to that of colonel of 
the same regiment His great military 
abilities subsequently insured himrftpid 
promotion. He was made general of 
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bngade in August 1793, and gtneral oi 
division in December of the same j ear 
and it was mainly owing to his able 
movements that the great victory w os 
gamed in the defile of baorgio in An 
gust 1794 and on the Col de San Gioco 
mo, m September I TO') Infu5t,hohad 
acquire<l, by the force of his talentfa, 
the chief direction of the array of Italy 
during these two campaigns and it 
WOH by the effect chiefly of his conn 
cils that their briUiant succebses had 
been obtaintd. 

50 Gifted by nature with a robust 
fxarne mid an undaunted spiiit, indcf x 
tigable m exertion, unconquerable in 
resolution he was to be seen night and 
clay on horseback, among the rocks and 
the mountains Decid^ brave, and 
intrepid, full of ambition, his leading 
characteristic was obstinacy, a quality 
which, according as it is n^htly or 
wrongly directed, leads to the gitatest 
successes op the most rumous disasters 
His conversation gave few indications 
of genius , but at the first cannon shot 
Ins mental energy redoubled, and, when 
surrounded by danger, his thoughts 
were clear and his spirit undaunted 

I In the midst of the dying and the dead, 
of balls sweeping away those who eu 
circled him, Massena was himself and 
gave his orders with the gieatest cool 
ness and precision. Even after defeat, 
he lecommeuced the struggle as if he 
had come off victorious, and by these 
means saved the Republic at the battle 
of Zurich But these great qualities 
were disfigured by as remarkable vices 
He retained throughout, m the noble 
profession of arms, the love of gam 
which he had inherited from the mer 
cautUe pursuits of his father He warf 
n^iacious, sordid and avaricious, mean 
lU charat^r, selfish m disposition, he 
shared the profits of ih%ooatractors and 
commissaries, and never could keep him 
self clear from acts <3i peculation 

51 Augereau, born m the faubouig 
6 t-MaroeaU on the 11th November, 
175?> was the son of a comtnon mason 
In mfimey he gave no small disquiet to 
hiB parents by bis quarrelsome and frac 
tious duspositioii, insomuch that they 
were glad to get quit of him by enlist 
log him as a pnvate dragoon in tho 
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regiment of Burgundy He wni* aoon ! 
howevc I, dismissed the corps for a sen 
ous offence and returned to Pans pen 
lulesB and m disgrace Here his lofty 
statuie and military air again attracted 
the attention of the recruiting sergeants, 
and he was enrolled in the regiment of 
carTihmeers, commanded by thcMaiquis 
Pojanna. There however, his mis 
chievous disposition asecondtime broke 
out, and he was expelled from his new 
corps for canymg off lus captain s hoises 
to sell them in Switzerland. Again 
thiown loose on the world, he became 
A fencing master lu the httietoi\n of 
Lodi, and, having soon tire<l of his mo 
notonouslife,he made hiswaytoNaples, 
where he entered the Royal Guard, and, 
by his skill in the use of arms, was soon 
made a sergeant Aftei serving then, 
for some years, he resumed hia profes 
Sion ot feuoiug master, which he follow 
ed for a consideiable time m that capi 
tal with success 1 he breaking out of 
the Revolution m France,however, soon 
attracted him to the great centre of 
plunder and advancement he returned 
m December 1792 to Pans, and imme 
diately enlisted in a legiment of volun 
teers which was then raising and which 
soon afterwaids marched to La Vendde 
There his activity, skill, and courage 
speedily became so conspicuous, that 
he was chosen by the men as then col 
onel The distinction thus acquired 
procured for him the situation of adju 
taut general of thearmyofthe Pyrenees, 
where he aignaliaed mmself in several 
actions under Dugommier, particularly 
on occasion of the recapture of Belle 
arde in 1794, and the actions on the 
luvia in the spring following After 
the termination of we Spanish war, he 
was transferred, with a division of twelve 
thousand strong, to the Army of Italy, 
and, at the outset of hia career there, 
boi'c a promm^t part in tine detiu^e 
battle of Loano, which opened to Ka 
poleon—>who soon after assumed the 
Command—the gates of Itsly 
52 With httle education, hardly 
knowledge, no grasp of inind, he was 
yet beloved by the soldiers, from the 
order and disciplme which he idways 
enforced. Spiang from the ranks, he 
knew how to excite and rule the men 


with whom he had formerU served 
He was severe and umdenting in dis 
cipline, stem in enforcing obedience t > 
his commands, but willing to allow Ins 
soldiers, if theyproved obedient to them, 
every species of hcense at the expeust. 
of the inhabitants of the conquered ter 
ntory Hzs attacks were conducted 
with courage and regularity, and he led 
his columns with invincible resolution 
dunng the fin , but he had not the 
moral fiimuess i^quisite for lasting sue 
cess, and Wifc fAqutiiSly thrown into 
qnreofconable dtjection shoitly affcei his 
gieatest triumphs lie had nothing 
chivalrous or elevated m his charaotei , 
his manners wore coarse, his ideas often 
savage, and he had no other idea of gov 
eimiug men but the brute force against 
whicli, in youth, he had so much re 
volted, aud to which m age he was so 
much indmed Jlis political opinions 
led him to sympatluse with the extreme 
repubheans but no man waa less fitted 
by nature either to undei stand, or shine 
in, the civil contests m which he waa 
always so desirous to engage, and, like 
many otheis of that party, he showed 
himself at last equally ungrateful to his 
benefactoi, and despicable by hia con 
duct in adversity 

53 Seminer,botnmthedepartxneut 
of the Aisne, was a major at the com 
mencement of the Revolution, and m 
curred many dangers, in its early wai's, 
from the suspiciou under which he la 
boured of a secret leaning to the luis 
tocracy He was bom at Laon in 1742, 
80 that ho was past fifty when the re^ 
Tolutionory war broke out Rapidly 
msed to eminence as all the officers of 
that penod were, 1^ the election of the 
soldiers, m the umy of the Alps he die 
tingundied himself as general of divi 
sioncommandmgtheFrench nghtwing, 
lu the capture of the Col de Ferzno, m 
July 1795, and at the battle of Final, 
on the 11th December in the same year 
No man was a better soldier, but he 
had not the quahties requisite for a gen 
end in separate command, and accord 
inglys aft^the first campaign of ITt^fi, 
he was never intrusted by Napoleon 
with the direction of any considerable 
operations He was brave m person, 
firm m conduct, and aevere in disci 
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pline, bttt) though he g^ued tha battle 
of MondOT], and took Mantua^ be was 
not in general foitunate in his opera 
tions, and became a marshal of France 
with less military glory than any of his 
other ilIustnouB compeers 

54 The Alhes, on tiieir side^ had 
above fifty thousand men, and two hun 
dred pieces of cannon, while the Sar 
dmian army, of twenty four thousand, 
guarded the avenues of Dauphin^ and 
Savoy, and was opposed to the army of 
Kellermann, oF'nearly djual strength 
Their forces weie thus distnbuted 
Beauheu, a veteran of seventy five, with 
thirty thousand, combatants, entirely 
AusMana, amd one hundred and forty 
pieces of cannon^ was on the extreme 
right of the Frenoh, and in communi 
cation with the English fleet, while 
Colli, with twenty thousand men, and 
sixty pieces, was in a line with him to 
the ncMTth, and covered Ceva and Com 
Generally speaking, the French oocu 
pied the crest of the mountains, while 
the Allies were stationed in the valleys 
leading to the eastward, into the Italian 
plains 

5^ Napoleon arrived at Nice on the 
27th March, and soon gave mdieations 
of the great designs which he was me¬ 
ditating, by the following stnking pro 
clamation to his troops “ Solders I 
you are almost naked, half starved, the 
government owes you much, and can 
give you nothing Tour patienoe, your 
courage, in the midst of these rocks, 
have bMn admirable, but they refiect 
« uo splendour on your arms. I am about 
to conduct you into the most fertile 
plains of the earth. Ri<di provinces, 
opulent cities, will soon be m your 
ower, there you will find abui^ant 
arves^ honour and glory Soldiers 
of Italy, will you fail in oouragsl* 
** Famine, cold, and misery/ said th& 
young general, ** these are ^ school of 
good soldiers.*'* His plan was to pene¬ 
trate into Piedmont by the Col de 
dibone, the lowest p&rt of tbe ndgb 

* la foizn le froid, *t la inIstre.Triia 
1 ecolo dee bons soldats * Our ybung goarda- 
inen and dragoon offleets will scarooly ad 
imt this asssram but ttic laofidflsmcmiBns 
thofifflit the asms tabor in venatu cur- 
SU9 &o Eurota funes ftigor aitlt hk rebus 
laoedfiemomorum ^puln condiuntur ^ 


whicli divides France from Italy, and 
separate the Austrian from the Pied 
montese army, by pressing with the 
weight of his forces on the weak cordon 
which united them For this purpose 
it was necessary that the hulk of the 
troops idiould assemble on the extieme 
right—a delicate and perilous operation 
in presence of a enpenor enemy, but 
which was rendered comparatively safe 
by the snow which encumbered the 
lofty ndges that separated the two 
armies Eariy in Apnl, the whole 
French columnswerein motion towards 
Genoa, while the French minister de 
mandedfkom the senate of that city per 
mission to pass the Bochetta, and the 
keys of Qavi—that being the chief i oute 
from the coasts to the mtenor of Pied 
mont At the same time Beaulieu, in 
obedience to the directions of the Auhe 
Council, was, on his side, resuming the 
ofirensive,and directing his columns also 
towards his own left at Genoa, with a 
view to establish a connection with that 
important city and the Britash fleet. 
He left his ngnt wing at Dego, pushed 
his oentre, under Rodiavina, to ih& ndge 
of MontbjtoTTE, and himself advanc^ 
with his left, by Bochetta and Genoa, 
along the sea coast, towards Voltn. 

56 The two armies, respectively de 
filing through the higher Alps, came 
into contact at Montenotte, the Aus¬ 
trian general having advanced hxs cen 
tre to that place, in order to cut asun 
der the French force by falling on its 
left flank, and intercept by oocup^ng 
Savona, the road by the Oomice, wnich 
they were pursuing foom Provence to 
Genoa, The Impmahsts, ten thousand 
strong, encountored at Montenotte only 
Colonel Rampon, at the head of twdve 
hundred men, whom they forced to re¬ 
tire to the Monte Prato the old re¬ 

doubt of Monte Legino. but this brave 
officer, foelmg the vitaL importance of 
this post to we whole army, which, if 
it was lost^ would have Imu cut m 
\wo, defended the fort with heroic 
courage, repeatedly repulsed the im 
petuouB attacks of the Austrians, and 
in ihe midst of the fire made his sol 

diers swear to conquer or to die. With. 

great difficulty and severe loss he mam 
tamed hia ground till nightfall, but 
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tliiB horoism aaved the French army, the divisions of Mtssena and Ser 

apd prefrented the stir of Napoleon runei, and having crossed the ndge of 
from being extinguished in the veiy Cadibone, occupied the heights in rear 
commencement oi its course The of Montanotte The night was dark 
brave Roccavina^ who commanded the and tempestuous, which entirely con 
Impenolists, was severely wounded in cealed his moYementB from the Aus 
the last assault, and forced to bo re trians Favoured by its obscurity, the 
moved to Montenotte Before retinng, French in silence accumulated their 
he strenuously urged hia successor, forces ou aU sides. At daybreak the 
d Argenteau, to renew the attack dm Impi nalxsts found themselves com 
mg we night, and gam possession of pletely surroimded. Ua Haipe and 
the fort before the distant foices of the Rompon, issuing &om the redoubt of 
Republicans could advance to its relief, Monte Legnft, attaokcHi them m front, 
but this advice that officer, not equally yhile Massena and Joubebt,* under 
impressed with the value of time and Napoleon, pressed tbeir rear They 
the vital importance of the position, resisted long and bravely, but were at 
declined to follow If he bad adopted length broken by the supenofity of 
fb, and succeeded, the fate of the cam force, and completely routi^ with the 
paign and of theworld might have been loss of e pieces of cannon, two thou 
changed, but, as it was, the French sand piisoners, and above one thou 
general speedily hastened to Rampon's sand killed and wounded This great 
relief, and converted his danger into success paralysed the movements of 
the moans of aduevmg a bnlliaiit vie Beaulieu, who had advanced unopposed 
toxy beyond Voltri He hfletened back with. 

57 When iheattack began, Napoleon the bulk of his forces to Dego, but 
was at Savona, but no sooner didhe ro- such was the circuit they were obliged 
ceive mtelligencefrom Rampon,thanhe to take, that it was two days before he 
resolved to envelop the Austrian force, amvod at that place to support the 
which had thus pushed into the centre mmed centre of his line 
of his Ime of march. With this view, 68 This victory, by opening to the 
having stationed Cervoni to make head French the plains of Piedmont, and 
against Beauheu in front of Yoitn, he |aercnng the centre of the Allies, com- 
hxmself set out after sunset from Savona |detely separated the Austnaa and Sar 

* Joabert» whom an early death alone pre length mode prisoner after a desperate resist 
ventod from arbieviag tho highest destinies, anoe Being afterwards exchanged, ha re 
was bora m 1769*—that year so fertila m turnedtQbi8patermdbomeatPont*de Vaux 
great men—at Pont de Vaux m the district where lie narrowly escaped destruction in 
of Brt&se and department of Ain in the J uMl consequence of the mdignant vehoxnenoe with 
Pasbionatoly fond of the military proresdem ^^ch in a dub of wiuch he was a memberi^ 
he entered a regiment of artilliei^ at the ^ he denounced the aanguinary and atrocious 
of fifteen His father, howsvox who was a cruelty of Albitto the comnussioner of tbs 
judge in that town prevailed onhim to leave Convention who was then desolating the de- 
the army, and follow the bar and he was partment. In 179i he was appomtod adju- 
pursuing his legal studies at Dbou when the umt-generol to the army the Alps snd in 
Revolunon broke out He immediatoily eu July 1795 he was nnsuccesafUl m an attack 
tered upon that event the first battalion of on a fortified position at Melagno occupied 
natiotttu guards whlcl was raised in his vl by three thousand grenadiers. KellermanxiL 
cimty, and It was soon perceived that he was however who saw his abilities continued 
much more occupied With his military esser him m the conunand notwithstanding this 
dses than his let^ Btudiea Ardent, enter reverse Hedistingnishcdhunselfbyhiscoii* 
prismg enthuaiastio, ho diared in all the duet and intrepidity at tho battle of Losno 
exoitoment, politUal and military of the p«- on whidi oocaSion he was made general of 
riod and finding the career of the bar in brigade on the field of battle wUum rank he 
supportably dull m those stimng times, lib held when Napoleon took the command of 
again eulistod as private in a regiment tho army in April 1796 He bad the soul of 
grenadiers The ohoJoe of the soldiers rapidly a herd as wcil as the eye of a general, and 
raised him through the various grades above was distinguished, like Napoleoh Hoeh^ and 
the lowest and in September 1798 he was in Hesaix by that ardent spirit and thint for 
command of thiriy grenadiers in a redoubt glory which is the invariable chanotenstio 
on the Col de lende, where being Burround of great minds ’^Sioffn^plw thiivendk (Jov 
ed by five hundred Piedmontese, ho was at Bxar), xxA 47 
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diniau ariuies the former concentr^t- achieved, than the mdefatigable con 
ed at Dego, to cover the road to Milan, queror moved ft>r\vard the division of 
and the latter round Millesimo, to pro Augercau, now disengaged by the aui 
tect the entrance into Piedmont Na tender of Proveia, to the important 
polcuDj m possession of a central post heights of Monte Zemolo, the oujupa 
tion, resoh od to attack them both at tion of which completed the separation 
once, although by drawing together of the Austrian and Piedmontese ar 
their detachments from all quarters, mies. Beaulieu retired to Acqni, on the 
they had moiTe than repaired the losses road to Milan, and Colli towaiils Ceva, 
ofMontenotte OnthelStli, Augereau, to cover Turin 
on the left, assailed the forces at Milles 60 Meanwhile the brave Wukasso 
imo, where the Piedjxiontese were post wich, at the head of six thousind Au'h 
ed, w hile the dkpisionVi of^Massena and tiian grenadiers, made a movement 
La Harpe descended the vrdlev anfl which if auppoitcd, might have com 
moved towards Dego \Vith such fury pletcly re established the affuirs of the 
was the attack on the Piedmontese Allies Separated from the body of the 
conditctcd that the passes were forced, Impenalforces, he advanced fromVoltn 
and General Provera, who commanded, to Dego, w ith the intention of form 
wasdnvenjWithtwothouaandmen, into ipg a junction with d Argeuteau, who 
the rums of the old castle of Cossano he imagmed still occupied that place 
He was immediately assaulted there by Great was his surprise when he found 
superior forces, but the Piedmontese, it m the hands of the enemy, but in 
skilled m monntaiii warfare, poured 8tantIytakinghisreBolution,hkeabiave 
down upon their adverssuaoa euch a man, he atta< kc<l and earrn^ the place, 
shower of stones and rocks that whole making prisoners six hundred French, 
companies were swept away at once, and regaining all the artillery lost on 
and Jotibert,whowasinfrontanimatuig the preceding day But this success 
the soldiers, was wounded. After many not being supported by the other dxvi 
inefifcctual efforts the Repubheans de sions of the allied army, which were in 
aisted on the approach of night, and full letreab, only led to the destruction 
intrenched themselves at the foot of of the brave men who had achieved it 
the eminence on which the castle ^vas Kapoleon rapidly returned to the spot, 
situated, to prevent the escape of the and commenced a vigorous attack with 
gunson Bupenorforces Theywerereoeivedwith 

69 The fillowing day was decisive such gallantry by the Austrians, that 
Colli and the Piedmontese on the left the lUpublican columns Were m the 
maae repeated efforts to disengage Pro first instance repulsed in disorder, and 
vei but then exertions were in vam, thegeneral in (duefhasteiiedto the spot 
^nd after seeing all their columns re to restore the combat, but at length 
pulsed, that braye officer, destitute of General Iiatms8e,puttmg his hat on the 
provisions and water, was compelled to pomt of his sword, led them back to 
lay down his urms, wrth fift^ hun the charge, and earned the place, with 
dred men Meanwhile Kapdbon him the loss of fifteen hundred men to the 
self, with the divisiosis of l^sena and Impencdists, who escaped with diffi 
La Harpe, attacked and earned D^o .oulty by the road to Aequi, after aban 
after an obstinate resistanoe, while Jeu donmg all the artilleiy they had re 
bert made himaelf master of the h^^ts talsen In this actioiy Kc^leon was 
ofBiestro The retreat of the AustHaos particularly struck^ the gidlantzy of a 
w is obstructed by the artdlery, wh&ob young (hiafofbattahon, whom he made 
blocked up the road ha the defile of a colonel oa the spot, and who contm 
Spagao, and the sddietv had no other ifedeveraftwftheoompamonofhisglory 
resource but to disperse ^ seekdheir His namo waabA27in^ afterwardsDuke 
safety on the mountains. Thirteen of Montebello, and one the most he 
pieces of aitillery and three thousand roic tnanhals of the Empizo 
pr^oners fell into the hands of the 61 JeafiLanneswasboraatLssboure, 
victors Ho sooner was this success on the 11th Apnl 1769, m the same 
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year A\ifch Xc}, Welluigton and a host 
of other heroes He was descended of 
humble and obscure parents, and was at 
first bred to the trade of adyei, which 
he quitted in 1792 to enrol himself m 
a battalion of volunteeis It was soon 
disco\ en d that he had marked talents 
for wai, and the suffriges of his fellow 
soldiers rapidly raised him to the rank 
of colonel, which ho attained in the 
close of 1793, during which year he had 
berred with hia regiment in the army 
of the hostem Fyieuces After the 
9th Tbemador, howovei, he was de 
piived of his command, na well as Na 
poleon and Mosseiia, m consequence of 
thexrconnexion withtheyoungei Robes 
pierre and the extieme Jacobin party, 
md being without employment, he re¬ 
turned to Paris, wheie he formed on 
acquaintance with both these generals 
Massena and he served togethei under 
Napoleon on occasion ot the revolt of 
the sections on. the 13th Vondemiairo, 
und the services they then rendered at 
once i*emstated them in the favour of 
government AV hen Napoleon received 
the command of the Army of Italy, 
Lannes solicited and received leave to 
accompany liim, and he was immodi 
itely plac^ at the head of a remment, 
whichdistmguished itself ui the J^hest 
degree m the course of the campaign 
62 Lannea wah one of the greatest 
generals which the French Revolution 
produced. ‘*Hi3 talent,’ smd Nsto 
leon “ was equal to hia bravery He 
was at once the Boland of the army, 
and a giant in capacity He had great 
experience m war, had be^ in fifty four 
pitched battles, and three hundred com 
bats. He was cool m the midst of fire, 
and possessed a dear penetrating eye, 
leady to take advantage of any oppor 
tunity which might present itself Yio 
lent and liasty m bis temper, some 
tunes even in my presence, he was yet 
ardently attached to me As a general, 
he was greatly superior to either Mor 
eau or ^ult in his pnvate diarac 
ter, however, this great nevef 

recovered the defe<& of ms early edu 
oation He was imorant on all matters 
e\ceptmg his profession, coarse lu con 
versation, often imtable iif* temper, 
VOL IlL 


vehement in anger, and sltogethei dcs 
titute of the hgnter graces which sofbeu 
and adorn the military character 

63 AftertbebattleofDegOjLaHarpe s 

division was placed to keep m check 
the shattered remains of Beaulieu s 
forces, while the weight of the army 
was moved against the haidiniantioops 
Augereau drove the Piedmontese fiom 
the Monte Zomolo, and soon afbei the 
mam body of the army arrived upon 
the same ridge thence the eye 

could discovA: the muRense «md fertile 
P^ams of Piedmont The Po, the Tau 
aro, the Stma, and a multitude ot 
smaller streams, were descried in the 
distance at the foot of the mouAtains, 
meandering m infant beauty , beyond 
them the blue plains of Italy bounded 
the hoiizou, while a glitt^ing semi 
circle of snow and ice, of a prodigious 
elevation, seemed to enclose within its 
mighty walls the promised laud. A 
sublime speotaole met the troops when 
they arrived on this elevated point, 
and the soldiers, exhausted with fatigue 
and overwhelmed by the grandeui of 
the sight, paused and gazed on the 
plains beneath Those gigantic bar 
ners, which nature had rendered so 
formidable, and on which art had lav 
xsbed its treasures, had fallen as if by 
enchantment.^ “Hannibal, said Na 
poleon, fixmg his eyes on the moun 
tarns, “forced the Alps, but we have 
turned them Soon after, the troops 
descended the steep slopes of the ndge, 
passed the Tanaio, and found them 
selves in the valleys Which stretch upinto^ 
the mountains from the Italian plains 

64 Serrunerwasnowdetaobedby the 
bridge of St Michael to turn the light 
of CoUi, who occupied the intrenched 
camp of Ceva^ while Massena passed the 
Tanaro to turn tus left^ The Piedmou 
tese, who w«re about eight thousand 
s^ng, defended the camp m the first 
instance with success, but, finding theii 
communications on the point of being 
lost, they retirednu the nighty and took 
a position behmd the deep wad rapid 
toirent of Cursagha. There they 
weie assailed, on the fcdlowmg day, by 
Sorruncr, who forced the bridge of St 
Michael, while Joubert, who had waded 
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through the torrent farther up, in rain 
endeavoured to induce his fcdlowers to 
paa^ and was obliged, after lucumng 
tile greatest risks, to retire Thus re 
lievM from all mxiety about his flank, 
Colli fell with all his foices on Serru 
ner, and after a severe action drove 
him back again over the bridge, with 
the loss of BIX hundred men. This 
dbeck exposed Napoleon to imminent 
danger The Sardinian general occu 
pied a strong position in his front, while 
Beaulieu, with &. armf stM formidable, 
was in hiB roar and might easily resunve 
ofiensive operations A council of war 
was held in the night, at which it was 
imanihioaBly resolved, notwithstanding 
the fatigue of the troops, to resume the 
attack on the foliowmg day All the 
dispositions, accordingly, weie made 
for a renewed assault on the bridge, 
with mereased forces*, but on arriving 
at the advanced posts at daybreak, they 
found them abandoned by the enemy, 
who had fought only in order to gam 
time for the evacuation of the zna^ 
xmes in his rear, and had retired m 
night to Mondovi He was overtaken, 
however, in his retreat near that pl-ioe, 
by the indefatigable victoi, and im 
mediately took up a strong xiosxtion, 
where he hoped to arrest the eneniy 
The Republicans advanced to the ns 
aault, and though Seiruiicr was de 
feated in the centi'e by the brave Aus 
tnoj grenadiers of Diebat, yet that 
courageous general having been struck 
dead by a cannon ball at the moment 
«whenlus troops, somewhat disordered 
by success, were assailed in flank by 
superior forces, the Piedmontese were 
thrown into confbsion, and Seminer, 
resuming the offensive, attacked and 
earned the redoubt of Bico^ue, the 
pnncipal defence of tiie position, and 
gamed the victory Colli retir^ to 
Chierasco, with the lossof twothousand 
men, eight cannon, and eleven stand 
ards 

65 Thither he wad followed by Na 
poleon, who occupied that town, vmch, 
though a fortified place, and important 
from its position at the confluence of 
the Stura and the Tanaro, was not 
arflted, and iifcapable of resistance By 
so doing, he not only acquned a firm 


footing in the intenor of Piedmont but 
made hunsolf master of extensive ma- 
garmea This important success speed 
ily changed the situation of the French 
army Having descended from tiie 
sterile and inho^ipitable summits of the 
Alps, they found themselves, though 
still among the mountains, in commu 
nication with the rich and fertile plains 
of Italy, provisions were obtained in 
abundance, and, with the introduction 
of regukrity m the supplies, the pillage 
and disorders consequent upon pnor 
privations disappeared Ihe soldiers, 
animated with success, speedily recov 
erad from their fatigues, the stragglers, 
and those left behind m the mountains, 
rojomed their colours, and the bands of 
conscripts flrom thedepatsm the interior 
eagerly pressed forwai*d to share in the 
glones, and partake the spoils, of the 
Italian army In a short time the Be 
pubheans, notwithstanding tlieir losses, 
were as strong as at the commence¬ 
ment of the campaign, while the Allies, 
besides having been diivcn fbom the 
ridga of the Alps, tiie bainer of Pied 
mont, were weakened by the loSs of above 
twelve thousand men and forty pieces 
of cannon The effect of these sue 
ccsscs was such that the Alhes every 
where rotiied trom the field and the 
French army, emerging from the moun 
tain valleys enteied the vast plain of 
Piedmont, and in a few days aj^aied 
before the gates of Tunn 

66 The court of Victor Amadeus 
was now in tiie utmost consternation, 
and opunons w<^re strongly divided as 
to the course which should be pursued. 
The ministers of Austria and Great 
Britain urged the king, who was by no 
means deficient in firmness, to imitate 
the glorious example of his ancestors, 
and abandon his capital But as a pre¬ 
liminary to so decided a step, they in 
sisted that the foitreases or Tortono, 
Al^sandna, and Valence, should be 
put into tl^ possession of the Aus 
tnans, in order to give Beaulieu a solid 
fooi^g on tiie Po, and to this saenfioe 
in favour of a rival power, he could 
not be brought to submit At Jwigth 
the Cardinal Costa persuaded him to 
tiirow flimaelf into the arms of the 
French, and OoUi was authorised to 
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opeu nogotiations. This way one of the 
numerous instant es in the history of 
Napoleon, m which bis audacity not 
only extricated him from the most per 
ilous situations, but gave him the most 
Hplendid triumphs, for at this peiiod, 
by hia own admission, the Brench army 
was m voiy critical circumstancee He 
had neither heavy cannon nor a siege 
equipage to reduce Turm, Alessandiia, 
or the numerous other foiti esses of 
Piedmont, without the possession of 
which it would have been extreme!} 
hi/ardouB to have penotiated farther 
into the country, the allied armies 
united w ei'e stih superioi to the Fi'ench, 
and their ca^ aliy, of such vital impor 
tanco in the plains, had not at all suf 
feiod, whilehisowm troops, confounded 
at then own achievements, and as yet 
unaccustomed to such rapid success, 
were beginning to hesitate as to the ex 
pedii^nce of auy farther advance The 
King of bardima, says N apoleou, had 
still a great number of fortresses left, 
and m spite of the victonea which hod 
been gamed, the slightest check, one 
caprice of fortune, would h ive uiidoue 
everything 

67 It w 18 , therefore, with the most 
lively satisfaction that Napoleon re 
ceivcd the advances of the Sardinian 
government, but he insisted that, as a 
prehmiudiy to any armistice, the fort 
losses of Coni, Tortona, and Alessan 
dna should be put into his hands The 
Piedmontese commissionera were at 
first disposed to rebist this demand, but 
Napoleon sternly replied—“Itisfoi me 
to impose condhtions—your ideas arc 
absuid listen to the laws winch 1 im 
pose upon you, m the name of the gov 
emmeut of my country, and obey, or 
to mon ow my batteries oio erected, and 
Turin IS in flamt f» ' These wor^ so 
intimidated tbq Piedmontese fhat they 
returned in consternation to then ca 
pita], where all opposition speedily gave 
wa} After some negotiation, the treaty 
was concluded the pnncipal conditions 
of which were, that the King of Sor 
dima should abandon the alliance, and 
send an ambasaadoi to Pans to con 
dude a definite peace that, in the mean 
time, Ceva, Com, and Tortona, or, fail 
ing it, Alessandria, diould be delivered 
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up to the French anny, with all tho 
artillery and maga/ines they cuntaiued, 
tint the victors should continue to oc 
cupy all the positions which at present 
were in their possession , that Valence 
should be instantly ceded to the Repub 
hcaua in heu of the Neapolitans, that 
the militm should be disbanded, and 
the regular troops dispersed in the foi 
tified places, so as to give no umbiage 
to tho Blench. 

08 Th airmsflce^was followed, a 
fortnight after, by a treaty of peace 
between the King of Sardinia and the 
FVench Repubhc By it his Sardinian 
Hs^csty finally renounced tha coah 
tion, ceded to the Republic, Savoy, 
N ice, and the whole possessions of Pied 
mont to the westward of the highest 
ndge of the Alps (extending fromMount 
St ^mard by Mount Gem^vre to Roc 
cabarboue near Genoa), and granted a 
free passage thiough his dominions to 
the troops of the French nation The 
impoitance of this accommodation may 
be jisidgod of by the letter of Napoleon 
to the Directory the day the armistice 
waa cugned—“ Coni, Geva, and Alessan 
dna are m the hands of oui army if you 
do not ratify the convention, I will keep 
these fortresses, andmaich upon Turin 
Meanwhile, I shall march tomorrow 
against Beaulieu, and dnve him across 
the Po, I shall follow close at his heels, 
overrun all Lombardy, and in amonth be 
in the Tyrol, join the army of fheRhine, 
and carry our united foiees mto Bava 
iia. That design is worthy of you, of 
the army, and of the destinies of B^ncd* 
If you contmue your confidence m me, 
1 shall answer for the results, and Italy 
la at youi feet ** 

69 This treaty was of more service 
to the French general than many vie 
tones It gave him a firm footing in 
Piedmont, ai'tillery and stoi'es for the 
siege of Tunn, if the final conditions 
should not be agreed to by the DSiec- 
tory, general storee and mi^^ines in 
abund^ce, and a direct commanication 
with Genoa and France for the future 
supplies ofthe army Napoleon, fh>m 
the solid base of the Piedmontese fort 
rosses, was now enabled to turn huf un 
dmded attention to the deetruction of 
the Austrioas, and thus commence, 
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with some security, that great career of bivouacked without bread * The phal 
conquest which he alrei^y meditated anxes of the Repiibho—the soldiers of 
in the Impenal dominions Heverthe hberty—were aloue capable of such 
less, a large proportion of hia troops sacrifices But, soldiers * you have done 
and officers openly condemned the con nothing while anything remams to do 
elusion of any treaty of peace with a Neither Turin nor Milan is m your 
monarchical government, and insisted hands, the ashes of tho couqueroi of 
that the oppoitunity should not have Tarquin are still trampled on by the 
been suffered to csc%])e, of establishing assassins of BaeseviUe ' 1 am told that 
a revolutionary government in the fron there are some among you whose coui 
tier state of Italy But Napoleon— age is giving way—who would rather 
whose headwos^oo be corned return to the summits of the Alps and 

away by the theories of democracy, and tho Apennines No—I cannot believe 
who already gave indications of th it The conquerors of Montenotte of 
resolution to detadi himself fiom the MiUesimo, of Dego, of Mouduvi, bum 
cause of revolution by which he was to cany still farther the glories of the 
ever after so strongly distinguished— Irtnch name** When these succes- 
replied, that the first duty of the army sive Tictones, these standards, these 
was to secure a firm base for futuie proclamations, arrived day after day at 
operations, that it was on the Adige Pons, the joy of the pcoide knew no 
that the French standard must be estab bounds Tho first day the gates of the 
liahed, to protect Italy from the Impe Alps were opened, the next, the AuS 
nalxste, that it was impossible to ad tnaus were separated fiom the Pied- 
vance thus for without bt'ing secured ui montese, the third, the Sai dmum army 
their rear, that a revolutionary govern was destroyed and the fortresses bur- 
ment in Ihedmont would require oon rendered The rapidity of the success, 
atant assistance, scatter alarm through the number of the pnaoneis, exceeded 
Italy, and prove a source of weakness all that had yet been witnessed Every 
rather than strength whereas the Sai one asked, who was this young hero 
dmian fortresses at once put the Re whose famehadburstforth so suddenly 
publicans m possession of the keys of —who, like Cnsar, had at once come, 
the Peninsula. seen, and conquered, and whose procla 

70 At the same time he despatched mations breathed the fervour of ancient 
to Fans his ude-de camp, Murat, with glory? Three times the Councils de 
the standards taken, and addressed to creed that the Army of Italy had do 
bis soldiers one of those exonerated served well of their country, and ap 
but eloquent proclamations which, by pointed a to Victory, in honour of 
captivating the mmds of men, contn the comm^oement of the campaign 
*butod as much as bus victories to his 71 Having secured his rear by this 
astonishing success Soldiers! you advantageous treaty, Napoleon lost no 
have gain^ in fifteen days six viotones, tune m pursuing the discomfited re¬ 
taken one-and twenty standards, fifty mains of Beaulieu s army, which had 
five pieces of cannon, many strong retired behind the Po, in the hope of 
places, and conquered the richest part covering the Milanese territory The 
of Pi^mout, you have made fifteen forces of the Austnaiis were plainly 
thousand pnsoners, killed or wounded now unequal to the struggle, a coup 
ten thousand men Hitherto you have dc matn, which Beaulieu attempted on 
fought on stenle rocks, rendered illus the fortresses of Alessandna, Tortoiia, 
tnous, indeed, by youf courage, but of and Valence, failed, and they wore im 
no avail to your couuttr, now you mediately af^r surrendered to the Be 
rival, by youi services, me armies of publicans, wlwle the corps of Keller 
the Rhine and the North ^)estithta at mann was about to be united to tho 
first, you have supplied every^ing army of Ne|K>leou, and the possession, 
You have gamed battles without can by the conclusion of the armistSco, of 
lions, pass^ nveis without bridges, the Col de Tends, the principal passage 
made forced Uuuohes without idioes, m that quarter from France into Italj, 



HISTORY OF EUROPE 


277 


1796] 


now rendered disposable a reinforce¬ 
ment of above twenty thousand men 
Napoleon, on hzs side, indulged the 
most bnlliont anticipa^ons, and con 
fidontly announced to the Directory 
that he would cross the Po, expel the 
Austnans from the Mil uiese temtoiy, 
traverse the mountains of the Tyrol, 
mute with the army of the Rhine, and 
carry the war, by the valley of the 
Danube, into the heart of the Impenal 
dominions * 

72 By m^ierting a clause m the 
treaty with the King of Sarduiia, that 
the French army was to be at liberty to 
ci*osB the Po at Valence, ht, compl^ely 
deceived the Austnans as to the place 
where the passage % os to be efiFected 
The whole attention of Beaubeu hav | 
mg been drawn to that jwmt, the Re 
pubhean forces were rapidly moved to 
Placentia, and began to cross the nver 
in boats at the latter place Daunes 
WHS the first who effected the pass«^e, 
and the other columns soon passed 
with such rapidity that a firm footing 
was obtamed on the opposite bonk, 
and two days afterwards Napoleon ar 
rived with the bulk of bis forces, and 
established a bridge By this skilful 
inarch, not only the Fo was passed, but 
the Tessino turned, as Placentia is be 
low its junction with the former river, 
sothatone gi'catobstacle to the conquest 
of Lombardy was already removes 

73 Beaubeu, however, was now con 
Biderably reinforced, and bis foices 
amount^ to thirty six battalions and 
forty four squadrons, besides one hun 
dred and twenty pieces of cannon—in 
all, nearly forty Uiousand men He was 

* Buonaparte wroto to the Directory at this 
por od— The Kin^ of Sardinia has sumnd 
ored itdiftcretion given no three of hia strong 
cat foi tresaos, and the luuf of his dommious 
If > on do not choose to accept his submission 
but rOBoIvo to dcjjhrono him youmustamuso 
him for a iew and nve me warning 

1 Will possession oi Valoiioc, and march 
upon Turin On the other hand, X shaU im 
poBG a contribution of some millione cm the 
l)uko of Parma, deta^ twelve thomad ta|n 
to Home as soon as X have beaten Beaulieu 
and drivon him across the Adige and then 1 
am assured that you will conclude peace with 
the King of Sardinia, and strengthen me by 
the army of KeUennann As to Genoa, by 
ail means oblige it to pay fifteen millions 
Secret X>e$pateh to the J)ir^!torp !t9thAprill7dO 
Germ Sea^deJfapQleonji 103 


at Pavia, busily engaged m erecting 
fortifications, when he leceived intelli 
gence of the passage at Placentia, He 
immediately moved forward his ad 
vanced gua^, conBisimg of three thou 
Sand infantry, and two &ousand horse, 
under Uener^ Liptay, to Fombio, ^ 
small town a short distance from the 
Republican posts Napoleon, who feai 
ed that he might be strengthened in 
this position, and TV as well aware of the 
danger of ii^tiqg^ g^erol battle with 
a gieat nvei m his r<^, lost no time in 
advancing his forces to dislodge him 
D Allemogne, at the head of the gren 
adiers, attacked on the right, Lanusse 
by the chauBS^e on the centre, and 
Lannes on the lefh After a vigorous 
resistance, the Austrians were expelled 
from the town, with the loss of above 
a thousand men Liptay fell back to 
Pifizighitone Mdanwhile, Beaubeu was 
advancing with the bulk of his forces, 
and the leading division of his army snr 
pnsed General La Harpe m the night, 
who was killed bravely fighting at the 
head of his division, but not until the 
Austnans had been compelled to retire 
74 The French troops having now 
entered the temtory of Parma, it was 
of importance to estabhsh matters on 
a pacific footing in their rear before 
pressing forward to Milan The Grand 
duke had no military resources what 
over, the victor, therefore, resolved to 
grant him terms, upon the surrender 
of what he had to give. He was obliged 
to pay two millions of francs m silver, 
and to furnish sixteen hundred artil^ 
leiy horses, of which the aimy stood 
much in need, besides great supplies of 
com and provisions. But on this oo 
casiou Napoleon commmiced another 
species of xmbtary contnbution, which 
he has himsdf confessed was unparal 
leled m modem trarfkre, that of exact 
ing fiiom the vanquished the suiTender 
of their most precious woi^ of art 
Parma was compelled to give up twenty 
of its prmcipai paintmgs, among whim 
was the oelmr^ed St Jerome by Cor 
reg^o The duke offered a ndlboa of 
fhiBcs as a ranscon for that inestimable 
work of art, which many of his ofElom 
urged the ^noh genetel to accept, as 
of mudi more service to the army than 
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the painting, but Napokon wliose tlie Ilereditaiy States,'ind no Jte t'uni 
mind wifi fixed on greater things, it prisoners, but aa theie waa not i ma 
plied— ‘ Tlie iniUiou which he olFtrs ment to be lost m atlueving iht move 
ua w ould soon be spint, but the po** menta lequuute to attain tins object b i 
session of such a c^ef d orurrd at Paris resolved to foite thi budge, and thua 
will adorn that capital foi ages, and give get into tbeu i oai Ht hiuiselt ai n\ od 
buth to sinnlai cxeitions ol genius’ at Lodi, at the head of the gruxadier^ 

75 Thus commenced the system of of d AUemagnc, upon winch the Au-< 
seizing the great woiLs of ait m the trians withdiew fioiu tlic town, oud 
conqueied states, which the French oiossedtlio iiver, diawing up thui in 
generals afterwards earned to such a fautiyr, with twenty pit ecs oi c uinon, 
height, and winch fiimlly produced the at the furchci t xtiemi^y *. f tho bndgt, 
noble^leryof th%LouTie.^heFrench to deftnd the passage !Napoltou iin 
have smee had good reason to oongra« nicdi itt ly diieckd lieaumout, with ul 
tulate themselves that the Allies did the cavalry of tht umy, to puss at a 
notfoUow their bad example, and that, foid half i league faithci up wmlehe 
on Qcc^ou of the second capture of himself directed all tht aiUileiy wlucU 
Pons,then TictoLS had the geueiosity to had aiiivcd aga ust the Austiiau bat 
content them&elveB with enforcing rcsti t^^y, and form d hix thou::iand grcua 
tution of the abstracted spoils, without, dicis lu close column under covci oi 
bke them, compellmg the surrender of the houses at his owu end of the budge 
those that had been legitimately ac- No aoonei did he paiccivo thattbe dis 
quired. Certainly, it is impossible to ch irgo of the Austuan ai’tilleiy wob In 
condemn too stiongly a use of the ginning to blacken, fiom ih< c fleet oi 
powers of conquest; ivhich extends the the k rcuch fuu, vud that tlu pnsK i^e of 
lavages ofwm* into the peaceful domam the cavdry on tlieir flank had com 
of the flne arts , which transplants the menced, than, addiesbing a few animat 
monuments of gemus£^om. the regions mg woids to his soldicis, ho gave the 
where they have arisen, and where then signal to adv uuce Thegrenadu rs push 
value is appreciated, to those where ed on in double qmck time tluough a 
they are exotics, and their merit is pro < loud of smoke, over the long and nai 
bably little understood, which renders i o\v dehle of the bridgt^ The ten iblo 
them, instead of being the proud legacy torm of grape shot toi a little ancsted 
of genius to mankmd, tho more trophy thc'r piogresb, the fiout lauks were 
of a victoi B glory, yirhich exposes them entii'ely swept away, but those in reai 
to bo tossed about by the tide of con hading themselves snppoited b> a cloud 
quo^, and subjected to irreparable in of tirailleuis, who waded the stream bt 
jury m foUoT^ing the fleeting career of lowtheoiclics and led with heroiccoiu 
SKCcess, and converts works, dcstiued 'ige by their genciol, soon leooveiod, 
to elevateand captivatethe human race, and,rushingforwaidwithresistleasfuiy, 
into the subject of angry contention earned the Austrian guns, and drove 
indthebadgeoftemporaiyaubjugation back thou mfantiy Had the French 

76 On the 8th, Napoleon maichad cavalry been rwdy to profit by the con 
towards Milan, but; before proceeding fusion, the whole corpa of the ImpouaL 
to that city, he required to diive the ists would have been destroyed, but, 
Austrians from the line of the Adda, oa it had noiyet come us, their uumer 
which they held, rtronglyguarded. The ous squadions protected tiie retreat of 
wood^ bndge of LoBi, ovci that nver, the iiuoatry, who retired with the loss 
was occupied by a powei^ rearguard, of two tbouaand men, and twenty pieces 
consisting of tw^ve thohs^d Anstmn o^can&oa The loss of the vk tors waa 
lofantiy and four thousand hf^rae^whde at least «s great The otucct of thia 
the remainder of thairforoealhadre&ed bold maasure was indeed lost, foe the 
to Cr«lu^ the si^t wing stiU Infldimg Auatnons, whom it had been intended 
flnnatCaaaaao,a^ihene]ghbonrho<>d to cut off, bad meanwhile gamed the 
of Milan By a rapid advance; he hoped chaiusde of Bresma^ and madegood their 
to cut off the bulk of their ti^ps from retreat, but it contributed greatly to 
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exalt the characterand ele\atc the couj ihoseheart BtimngproclaTnationswhicli 
ngo of the Rcj^ublioui troops, by in ho powerfully contnbufced to electrify 
spujiig tliLia with Uie belief that no the ardent imagination of the Itahan^ 
tiling could resist them smd it made a and added so much to the influence 
deep impresaion on the mmd of Napo his victonea —“ Soldiera ! you hare 
leou, Mho evei attei ptyled it the *‘ter descended like a torrent from the sum 
iible passive of tht budge of Lodi * mit of the Apennmea^ you have over- 

77 1 his victory also powerfully in whelmed and dispersed ever 3 rthmg 
Cl eased tht oouhdence of tho soldieis m which opposed your progress. Pied 
their young commander Aftei each mont, delivered fiom the tvranny of 
success, the old soldiers, who had it Austria, has felt itaelf at liberty to in 
hrat been somewlut distrustiul ot him, dulge its la^ra} hiclmation for peaces 
assembled, and gave him a new p c f and for a 'h rench alliance, Milan is in 
pi emotion Ho was made x cf/rpiiai your hands, and the Republican stand 
-it Lodi, and the sum im 1 1 ' 1 1 x it i arda wave over the whole of Lombardy 
Capor il, thence uquirca, Wcis> b ng re I The Dukes of Parma and Mod^a owe 


membered in tht army \\ hen, in i 
he was t let by ihobatb iJion s^nt ig imat 
him from the foitiesh of Gicnobie, tlie 
soldiers, the moment Ui» ^ s iw him, ex 
claimed, * Long hve ova LitUc coi poral' 
wo will never oppose Lim l^oi did 
this fearful passage pioducc a less 
powerful ixaprcssioii on the mind of the 
general * The Idth Veudemiaire and 
the victory ot Monunotte, said ^apo 
leou, ** did not induce me to believe my 
self a superior chaiactei It was aftei 
the passage of Lodi that thi idea snot 
across my mind, that I might become 
a decisive actor on the pohtioal theatre 
Then aiose, foi the fli-at time, the spaik 
of great ambition 

76 After this dis istoi, Beaui u re¬ 
tired behind the Hmcio, leaving Mil ui 
to its late, and 1 iz/ighcttone, with its 
garrison of flve hundicd mm, e<ipitu 
lated. Berrunerwaa pliced t on mono, 
from whence he obsi rved the ganiaon 
of Mantua, while Augcreau pushed on 
from Pimghettone to Pavia. On the 
15th, Napoleon made his triumphal 
entry into Milan at the head of his 
troops, with all the pomp of war, to the 
sound of military music, amidst the ac 
damations of immense concourse of 
spectators, and through the lines of the 
national gWd, dressed in three ooleurs, 
xn honour of the inumph of the trico 
lor flag. 3 

79 On this occasion the conqueroi 
addreosed to his soldiers another of 

* bridge of Lodi exactly reeesnbles the 
wooden budge ovor the Clyde at Qlaagow, 
b(^h in form matezials, and ]ength.-^Pcr 
amol eUfreaiton. 


their existence only to your generosity 
The amy which menaced you with so 
much piide, can now no longer And a 
barrier to protect itselt against your 
alias, the Po, the Tessmo, the Adda, 
hai e not been aMe to stop you a single 
day , these boasted bulwarks of Italy 
have proved as nugatory as the Alps. 
Such a careei of success has carried joy 
mto the bosom of your countiy, fetes 
in honom of your victonea have been 
ordered by the national represeutaUves 
in all the communes of the Republic, 
there, your parents, your wives, your 
siatei's, your lovers, rejoice at your sue- 
ceSH, and gloiy m their connection with 
you. Yes, soldieis 1 you have mdeed 
done much but much still remains to 
be done Shall postenfy say that we 
know how to conquer, but not how to 
improve victory ? Shall we find a Capua 
lu Lombardy ? The hour of vengeance 
hoe struck, but the people of all natton9 
may rest in peace, we are tbs friends 
of evexy people, and espeoially of the 
descendants of Brutus, Scipio, aiid the 
other great men whom wa have taken 
foL examples To restore the Capitol, 
to replace there the statues of the heroes 
who have i-enddlred it immortal, to 
rouse the Romans from centuries of 
slavery—such will be the fruit of our 
victories, they will form an era m his¬ 
tory , to you will belong the glory of 
having changed the tace of we most 
ImtiHifril {%rt of Europe^ The Frenoh 
people, fxte within dreaded with^ 
out, wiR give to Europe aglonouspeace^ 
which will mdemnify her fbr lul tl^ 
sacrifioea ihe has made for the last six 
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^p^l^s Then j on tv ill ref-xirn to >oiii of fiancB on money or Btoies foi the 
homes, and your fellow citizens v> ili say amiy, and to eulimit to tlie exaction of 
of each of you m iiassmi;?, * He woa a twenty paintings fiom hia gallery for 
soldiei lu the Army of Italy ' the Hepublican museum I iberated 

80 Great was the enthusiasm, un Italy was treated with more seventy 
bounded the )oy, which these unpar than is generally the lot of conquered 
alleled successes and eloquent words states 

excited among all that ardent and gen 82 Thus commenced the system of 
erouH part of the Italian people, who “ malung war support war, which con 
]}antc<l for civil liberty and national ^buted so ranch to the early success 
independence To them Napoleon ap of the llapubhcaii arms, which com 
peered os the (^stihctii regenerator of pensited for all the }>euury and ex 
Italy, the hero who was to achieve their haustion of the Hepublican terntoiy, 
libeiation from Transalpine oppressiotT, which raised to the clouds the glory of 
and bring back the glorious days of the Empiie, and brought about mevi 
Homap vuiju© His burning words, his tably its ul^niate destruction France, 
splendid actions, the antique character abounding with men, but destitute of 
of his thoughts, diffused a universal en money—incapable of supporting war 
ebantment Even the coolest heads by its own lesouroes, from the entire 
began to turn at the brilliant career stoppage of domestic industry, but 
thus begun, by a general not yet eight* teeming with a restless and indigent 
and twenty years of age, and the bound population, let loose on the world from 
less anticipations of future tntimph, of that very cause—found in this system 
which be spoke with prophetic cer the means of advancement and opu 
tamty From every part of Italy the lence While the other armies of the 
young and the ardent docked to kblon. Republic were suffering under the hoi 
balls and f^tivities gave token of the rors of penury, and could hardly find 
universal joy, every word and look of food for their support, or cloUies for 
theconqueiorwaawatched, the patriots then covering, the Army of Italy was 
compared him to Scipio and Hannibal, rolling in opideuce, and the spoils of 
and the ladies on the popular side knew vanquished states gave them every en 
no bounds m their adulation. joyment of life. From that time there 

81 But this illusion was of short dur was no want of soldiers to follow the 
ation, and Italy was soon destmed to careei of the conqueior, the prospect 
experience the bitter fate and cruel de of glory and plunder brought wilhng 
gradation of every people who look for crowds to his standard. The passes of 
their deliverance to foieigu assistance the Alps were covered with flies of 
In the mid^ of the gene^ joy, a con troops, pressmg forward to the theatre 

^nbution of twenty millions of foancs, of renown, and all the chasms occa 
or £800,000 sterling, struck Milan with sioned by the vdentloss system of war 
astonishment, and wounded the Italians which he followed, were filled up by 
in their tenderest part—Iheir domestic the multitudes whom the illusion of 
and economical MTCoigementB So enor victory Imught to hts ranks But the 
mouB a contribution upon a single city Republican soldiers were for from an 
seemed scarcely possible to be r^dised , ticipating the temhle reverses to which 
but the sword of the victor offered no (his system of spoliadoiji was ultimately 
alternative. Great requisitums were at to loadf or that France was destined to 
the some time made of horses for the ar groan under exactions as severe aatliose 
tiUery and oavalty in |dl the Milanese she now so hberally inflicted upon 
territory, and provisums were amassed e^ers Clothed, fed, and lodged at the 
on all at the expense of the mha* exp^ise of the Mihmese, the soldiers 
bitants, forwhichtheyreceifadno^ng, puraiued with thoughUess eagerness the 
or Republican paper of no voluev Nor career ofgloiywhiwi had opened before 
did the Duke of Modena escape more them. The artiUery, the cavidiy, were 
easily He was compelled to purchase soon in the finest condition, and hos 
peace by a contribution of ten millions pitals were established for fifteen thou 
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Hind patients oi A\ouTided, m the dif ban always been decided, oie long dm e 
lerent tow ns in the conquered teiritory then inconsiderable opponents ovei tht 
—for to tbit immense nuiubei had the Alps, and «ut off, without the i)Osfc,ibi 
lapidity of the marchep, and the mul lity of escape, the corps in the ^outh 
tiplicity of the combats, bwelled the of the peninsula He thcrefoie atonte 
Bicklist Having amply provided for lesigned his command, accompaming 
Ins own armj, Napohon despatched it ■with the observation, that one bad 
sever il xmlliona by the route of Genoa geneial is bettei than two good on<a 
foi the service ot the Directory, and The Du'ector), howevei tin ible to dis 
one million ovei the Alps to Moreau, pense with tho services of then youth 
to relieve the pressing wants of the ful officer, immediately leinstattd him 
army of the Upper Rhine and abandonq^ then pipjtct, which w as 

83 These great successes already be indeed in itself so abpurd that it w ould 
gan to inspire the French government lAve thrown groat doubts on the mih 
with jealousy of their lieutenant, and taiy capacity of Carnot, the mmistei 
they in conacquenoe transmitted an or- at-w vr, if it had not in reality been sug 
del by which Kellermann, with twenty gested by the wish to extinguish tho 
thousand men, was to command on the nsmg ambition of Napoleon * 
left bonk of the Po, and cover the sicg^ 84 In less than ten days afbei the 
of Mantua, while Napoleon, with i£e occupation of Milan,, national guards 
remamder of the forces, was to march in the RepubhcaH interest were organ 
upon Rome and Naples But he was ised in the whole of Lombaidy, revo 
both too proud to submit to any divi lutiohary authorities were eveiy where 
Bxon of hiB authority, and too sagacious established, and the country wras ren 
not to see that, by thus separating the dered subservient to the militaty power 
forces, and leavmg only a small orniy of France The garrison of two thou 
lu the north of Italy, the Austrians sand men which Beaulieu had left in 
would speedily recover themselves, re the citadel of Milan was closely in 
gain the decisive ground in that quar- vested, and the headquarters were 
tei on which the fate of the pemnsula moved to Lodi But an event here 

* Napoloon on this occasion wrote to Car thought—I say it witli grief, you will lose 
not Kellsrmaxin could command thearmy the rairest epportnmty ever occurred of 

as well as 1—for no one is more convinced giving laws to that nue peninsula. In tho 
tlian I am of the coui jge and daring of the positionof the otBurs of theBepubhc itis in 
soldiers—but to unite us together would ruin, dispensablo that you possess a Mncral who 
everything I will not oorve with a luon er)j 079 yourco&Sdotice,ifldonotaoso Ishall 
who considers himself the hrstgeneral in Tu not complain and ^all do my utmost to 
rope ind It is better to luiveono bad general iiuuufcst my seal in tho service which you m 
than good ones War is like govern tnisttome Every one hashisownmethod of 
mont, decided in a great degroo b> tact. To carrying on war Kellermann hss more cx ^ 
the iMrectory he observed * It is in the perienoe and znav do it better than I , but 
highest degree impoUtSe to divide m two tho together we would do nothing but mis 
Asmy ofltaly ana not less adverse to tlie in chief Your resolution on tlus matter Uo^ 
torests of the Republic to place at its head more importance than the fifteen thousand 
two ditforefnt goncrals The expedition to men whom the Emperor has Just sent to 
Tj^hom Rome luid Napkst is a very incon Beaubeu * But Buonaparte did not intrust 
ai<&ab)o matter, and ^uld be made by di this important matter merely to these argu 
Yisions in Echelon, ready at a moment s ments, strong as they were. Murat, who was 
wormug to wheel about and fheo the Aua shllatPans reoMv^ instructions to inform 
tnans on the Adjg% To perform it with sue* Bams that a ndlliim of fimucs were de- 
oess, both arpiiee must be under tho oom posited at 0onoa fbr his private use and 
mnnd of onp generaL I have hitherto con the influence of Josephine was employod 
ducted the campaign without consulting any with both him and Carnot to pi event the 
one the results would have been verv dii tbroatoned division and the result was 
foront if I had been obliged to reconcile mje that it was abandoned The Directory 
views with those of another If you impose said Carnot^ has maturely considoTed your 
upon mo vexations of every description if 1 argumQnts, and the oonfldptice which thev 
mustreforallmyfitepstothocotnmiasariesof have m your talents and republican seal 
government Iftheyare authorised to change have decided the matter m your favour 
my movements^ to send awsy iny troope— KoUermanu wiU remain at Cbamberry luad 
expect no totbot mioooss Ir you we^cn you may adjourn the expedition to Rome 
your resources by dividing your forces—ii as long as ^ou please. — HahniiKtEim, ul 
you disturb In Italy the unity of military 40 851 ♦ 
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occurred which ihreateued great daa himaelf next day to the walk ol Pavi i 
ger to the French army, and was only with six-^ieces of light arbUeiy Tho 
prevented hom proving cal^itous by grenadieis rushed ioi ward to the gates, 
tha decision and seventy of its duef which the> forced open with hatchets 
Opinions were much divided lu Italy, while the aitiliery cleared the ramparts 
as in all states undergoing the eiwis of the victonous troops broke into tlie 
a 1 evolution, on the changes which were town, which the peasants precipitately 
going forward The lower classes m abandoned to its fate Napoleon, wish 
the towns had been moved by the equal ing to terrify the insurgents, ordered 
ity which the French everywhere pro the magistrates and leaders of the re 
claimed, but the peasantry in the coun volt to be shot, and the city to bo de 
try, leashable l^the ooii'^gion of new livered up to plunder, wbUo the un 
principles, and more under the mflu happy peasants, pursu^ mto the plain 
ence of the nobility and pneats, wc/e by the French dragoons, were cut down 
still firmly attached to the detent r4 a great numbers The pillage contiu 
gime^xvithwhichtheAnstnanauihonty ued the whole day, a^d that opulent 
was now identified When men a tninik and fiounahing town underwent all the 
were in this divided state, the prodi horrors of war But the tomblo ex 
gioua contribution levied upon Milan, ample crushed the insurrection over 
and the vast requisitions of jirovisions the whole of Lombardy, where tran 
and horses which had been made foi quilhty wosspecdilyrfr'es^bhshed, and 
the use of the army, over the whole hostaj^ were taken from the principal 
country distncts, mfiamed the rural families aud despatched into hiance 
population to the highest degree The 86 In this act was displayed anothei 
people of Lombardy did not consider feature of Napoleon s charactei, who, 
themselves as conquered, xior expect to without being mmeoesaanly cruel, never 
be treated as such, they had welcomed hesitated to adopt the most sanguinary 
tlie French as dehverers, and now they measures when reqtusite foi his own 
found a severe! yoke imposed upon purposes. Pillage and rapine, indeed, 
them than lhat from which they had mvariably follow the capture of a town 
just escaped Boused to indignation by carried by assault, and it is impossible 
such treatment, a general insurrection to prevent it, but Napoleon in this m 
was rapidly organised over the whole stance authorised it by ageneiol order, 
of that beauti^l district An attack, and shot the leading persons of the city 
in concert with a sortie from the gar* in cold blood. It is m vain to appeal 
rison of the castle, was made on Mika, to the usages of war £bi a vindication of 
and though it fio^led, the insurgents such crudty i^e inhabitants of Pavia 
were more anccesaful at Pavia, where were not subjects of France, who were 
the people rose against the gamson not entitled to resist its authority, they 
forced it to capitulate, sdmit^ eight were Austrian dtizen^ alike called on 
thousand armed peasants withm the and bound to defend their country from 
walla» and dosed thair gates against attack, or rescue it ag soon as possible 
the French troopx from the invader's gra^p. Nor can it 

85 The danger was unouneait the be said they were not soldiers, and that 
tocaui sounded in all the parishes, the simple citizens have no nght to mtei 
least retrograde movement wcMdd have fere with the contests pf hostile armies, 
augmented the evil, and compelled the the words Napoleon himsdf ftxmish 
retrmt of the anny, whose advanoed his owncoDdeinnation-—^'It is the first 
posts wore already on the OgUo In duty,” sud Empeior, in his pro 
these eiretnnstances, pTadeBse coon cla^tton to the peaaantty of France, 
selledtamerily, andNapoleon ad^ced on March 1814, of every mtizon to 
m person to crush the insurants xheir take up oitoa m defence of his country 
▼aagostd was routed by L^nee, and a Let iha paoMtUiry everywhere organise 
Imndred of the peasants killed, but themselves m bands, with such weapons 
this severe example having failed in aa they can find, lot them fiill upon tho 
produoing^itttlmidation, he marched flanks and rear of the invad^, and 
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let a coneuming fire envelop the pie theaiistocracyof \enicc, tint certain 
sumptuous host wbicKliae d^d to vio rum, eithei ii^om foieigu violence or 
late the tenitoi'y of the gieat nation domestic revolution, was to hf expected 

87 Having by this seventy stifled from their suctcbs, that the haughty 
the apiiit of inamrection in hi» real, tone already assumed by the conqueroi 
Kapoleon cuntmued his march, and on already showed that he looked upon all 
the 28th entered the great city of the (ontmental possessions of the re 
Brescu, situated in the neuti<il tein pubhc as his own, and was only wait 
tory of Venice Meanwhile, Beaulieu mg for an opportunity to seize them £6 l 
expenenced the usual fate of a retiring the h rench n ition, and, therefore, that 
army, that of bemg weakened by the the sole courso left \^as to throw them 
detachments necessary to ganison the selves mto the vr^W*of Austria, the na 
fortified places which it leaves uncov tunl ally ol all regular governments 
ered m its retreat. He thiew twenty Oa the othoi, it was contended that 
bsttahoufl of his best troops into Mon they must beware lest they mistook a 
tua, and took up a defensive position temporary in uption of the ^pub^cans 
^ilong the fine of tjie Mmcia Theio he for a permanent settlement that Italy 
wa^ assaiidd on the iollowmg day by had in eveiy age been the tomb oi the 
Napoleon, who, after foraog the budget h tench ainues, that the foices of the 
of Borghetio, in front of hia position, at present invader, how successful f>oev( i 
tacked his rearguard at Valleggio witii they had hitherto been, weie umqual 
all his oavaliy, and made prisoners, in to a permanent occupation of tlio Pen 
spite of the bravest efforts of the Aus insuh^ and would m the end yield to 
tnan horse, twelve hundred men, and the persevering efiorts of tho Oertnans 
took five pieces qf cannon. Upon Ihia that Austiia, therefore, the natural 
Beaulieu retired up the valley of the enemy of Venice, and the power which 
Adige, and took post at the strong po covet^, would in the end attempt to 
sitiou of Galliano in the Italian Tyrol seue, its temtonal puBsessions that 

88 When the French army entered their forces were now expelled from 
the Venetian temtoiy, and it had be Lombardy, and could not resume the of 
come evident that the flames of war fensive for t^ o months, a penud which 
were aq)proaching its capital, it was would sufl&ce to the French geueial to 
warmly discussed in the Venetian se destroy the repubhc, that interest, 
nate what ooorao the r^ublic should therefore, equally with prudence, pre 
pui’Bue in the perilous mroumstouces senbed that they should attach Ihem 
that had ooeuiT^ Peschiera had been selves to the cause of bzance, obtain 
occupied by tho Austiians, bui^ being thereby a burner against the ambition 
abandoned by them, was instantly seiB- of their powei'fiil neighbour, and re 
ed by the French, who insisted that, ceive in recompense for their services * 
thou^ a Venetian fortress, yet, having part of the IMian dominions of the 
been taken possession of by one of the Austnui empire That m so doing 
belligerent powers, it had now become they must, it la true, to a cerUm de 
Ike fhir conquest ^ the oHier, and, at grea modify their form of government, 
the same tune, Napoleon tbreatefied but that was no more than the spirit 
the republic with all the vengeance of of the age required, and was absolutely 
i ranee, if the Ooqnt de lalle, afterwards indi^>ensable to secure the preservation 
Louzsi XVIUL, who had resided foi some of their continental possessions A 
years at Verona, waa not immediately third pmty, few in numbers but reso- 
oomp^ed to l^ve then temtoiies lute in purpose, contended, that the 
The. Repnbhcau fmroes, under MaaBsna,^ only safe course wae that of an armed 
were advancing towards Verona^ and it neutrality, that the forces of the state 
was. necessary to take a deoidad course ehoultf be iniKaatly raised to fifty thou* 
On the one hand it was urged, that sand men, and ettiw of the bdliMrent 
Fraaoe had now proclaimed {wincsples powers which should violate Ikw ter 
aubvemve of all regular govemmeiltB, ntory be threatened with the whole 
and m m aspect manner mimical to vengeance of the xepublic. ^ 
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89 Had the Vcneti'xns possessed the But, instead of following these direc 
fiimness of the Roman senate, they tions, Kapoleon the first used the 
would have adopted the first course, most in<<ulting and rigorous language, 
had they been inspired by the spirit ot to the Venetian oommissioneis “ Ve 
the Atheuiin demociacy, they would nice, said he, “by danng to give m 
have followed the second, hod they aaylum to the Count de Lille, a pre 
been ammated by the courage of the tendei to the throne of France, has de- 
Swiss confedericy, they might ha\e dared war agaiust the Republic I 
taken the third In any case the le know uot\ihy I should notreduce Ve 
public would probably have been saved, rona to ashes—a town which had the 
for it is impossible to consider the long presumption to esteem itself the capi 
and equal struck Vhicl^nsued round tal of pVance He declared to thorn 
Mantua, betweeh France and Austria, that he would carry that threat into 
without being convinced that a con execution that very nighty if an imme 
Riderable body, even of Italian troops, diate surrender did not take place Tho 
mighi^thenhavetumedthebalance She perfidy of his views against the Repub 
Venetian government possessed a coun lie of St Mark, even at this early period, 
try inhabited by three milhous of souls, was fully evinced in his secret despatch 
tho capital was beyond the reach of at- vo the Directory on 7th June ** If 
tack, their army could easily be raised yenu object^ said he, “is to extract 
to fifty thousand men, thirteen regi five or six millions out of Venice, I 
ments of Sclavoniafis in their service have secured for you a pretence for a 
were good troops, then fleet ruled the rupture You may demand it as an 
Adriatic But Venice was worn out mdemmiy for the combat of Borghetto, 
and corrupted, its nobles, drowned in which I was obliged to sustain to take 
pleasure, weie destitute of energy, its Peschiera. If you have mote decided 
peasanti'y, accustomed to peace, were inevt, we muet take paw not to let that 
Unequal to war, its defence, intrusted $ubje^ of guarr^ drop tell me what 
wholly to meroenaiy troops, rested on you wish, and be assured I will seue 
a tottermg foundation. Tliey adopted the most fitting opportunity of carry 
in consequence the moat timid course, mg it mto execution, according to cir 
which, in presence of dangei, la gener cumstances, for we must take care not 
ally the most perilous. Tiiey made no to have all the world on our hands at 
warlike preparations, they added nei once The truth of theafihirof Peschi 
ther to their army or navy, they hud era is, that the VenetianB were cruelly 
iTi no stores of provisions, but merely deceived by the Austrians, who de 
sent commissioners to the French gen manded a passage for fifty men, and 
eral to deprecate his hostility, and en then seized town ** 

^ deavour to secure his good Will The 91 Massena entered ihe magnificent 
consequence was what might have been ciiyofYerons^thefiroirtieroityofthe Ve 
anticipated from conduct so unworthy ne6andominionB,8ituaitedon the Adige, 
of the ancient &me of Venice The and a military position of the highest 
commissioners were disregarded, the importance for future operations, in 
war was earned on m the Venetian the begmning of June. Its position at 
temtones, and at its close the republic the entrance of the great valley of the 
was swept iVom ambng the nation^ Adige, and on the high road from the 

90 In adopting this course, Hapo l^rol into Lombardy, rendered it the 

leon eanjeedod the instructiou* of ms advanced poet of the army, in 

government, and, indeed, on him sdone I coveting the aege of Himtua. He oo- 
appeara to rest the atroaous perfidy loupmd, at the same time, Porto Leg 
and dusunulatum exerdsed in the sef- dj^, a fortified town on the Adige, 
quel towards that state • The direo which, along with Verona, strengthen 
^one of the Directory were as follows ed that stream, whose short and rapid 

Vemc© should be t^ied as nneutraif course ftoxa tho Alps to tho Po formed 
not a friendly power, it bos done the best military frontier of Italy 
®o«ung to ment the latter character ” There he received the commissioners 
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of Venico, who vainly came to depre 
cate the victors wrath and induce 
hun to retiie fiomtlie temtonea of the 
lepublic With such teiTor did his 
menaces inspire them, that the Vena 
tiou government concluded a treaty, 
by which they agreed to furnish sup 
plies of every sort for the army, and 
secretly pay for them, and the com 
nussioners, overawed by the command 
lug air and stern menaces of Napoleon, 
wnito to the senate, This young man 
will one day have an impoi'tant influ 
once on the destinies of his country * 
92 The French general was now 
hrmly estabhshed on the hne of the 
Adige, the posaession of which he nl 
ways deem^ of so much importance, 
uid to the neglect of which he asc'^bedL 
all the disasters of the succeeding cam 
paigns of the French in Italy Nothing 
1 emained but to make himself master 
of Mantua, and the immense efforts 
mode by both parties to gam or keep 
possession of that place piove the vast 
importance of fortresses in modem 
war Placed in the middle of unhealthy 
marshes, which are traversed only by 
five chausB^es, strong in its situation, as 
well as from the fortifications which 
surround it, this town la truly the bul 
wark of Austna and Italy, without the 
^Bsession of which the conquest of 
Lombardy must be deemed insecure, 
and that of the Hereditary States can 
not be attempted. The entrances of 
two only of the chauss<§es which ap- 
proiched it were defended by fortifii^ 
tions at that time, so that by placing 
troops at these points, and drawing a 
cordon round the others, it was an easy 
matter to blockade the place, even witn 
A body of troops inferior to those be¬ 
sieged. Sernirier sat down before this 
fortress, in the middle of June, witli 
ten thousand men, and with this m 
considerable foFce, skilfully disposed 
at the entrance of the highways which 
crossed the lake, and round its shores, 
he contrived to keep in check a gartij. 
son of fourteen thousand soldiers^ of 
whom, it IB true, more than a third en 
cumbered the hospitals of the place. 
Ae the siege of this important fortress 
required a considerable time, Napoleon 
had leisure to deliberate coucenung 


the ulterior measutes which he should 
pursue An aim^ ol forty thou 
sand men, which had so rapidly ovt.i 
run the north of Italj could not ven 
ture to penetrate into Gtnuany by 
the Tyrol—the mountains of which 
were occupied by Beaulieus loictb 
aided by a warlike peasantry—and at 
the same time cany on the blockade of 
Mantua, for which \t least fifteen thou 
sand men would be lequired More 
over, the southern jx)wer8 of Italy were 
not yet subdiAd ,*and though little for 
nudable in i military point of new, they 
might prove highly dangerous to the 
blockading force, if the bulk of the Re 
pubhean troops were engaged m the 
defiles of the Tyiol, while the Fiendi 
armies on the Rhine were not >ct in a 
condition to give them any assistance 
Influenced by these considerations, he 
resolved to take advantage of the pause 
ID military operations which the block 
ode of M^iua and retroat of Beaulieu 
afforded, to clear his rear of enemies, 
and establish the French influence to 
the south of the Apennines 

93 The King of Naples, alarmed at 
the retreat of me German troops, and 
fearful of havmg the whole forces of 
the Republic upon his own hands, upon 
the first appearance of their advance to 
the south s<diGited an armistice, which 
the French commander readily grant 
ed This was immediately followed 
by the secession of the Neapolitan 
cavalry, two thousand four hundre<l 
strong, fzom the Imperial army Fn 
0ouraged by this defection, Napoleom 
resolved instantly to proceed against 
the Eodesiastioal and Tuscan states, 
in oi^er to extinguish the hostility, 
which was daily beoonung more inve 
terate, to the south of the Apennines. 
The excitement was extreme m all the 
mties of Lombardy, and every bom 
rendered mere marked the separation 
between the anstoeratiG anddemocratic 
parties TheardentBpintsmMaIan|Bol 
ogna, Brescia^ Pdrma, and all the grei^ 
townsof that fertile diatnct, were m fuH 
ievolittiona]^actiou,end alaigepropor 
tiou of thmr citizens seemed resolved 
to throw off the patnciOQ influence 
under which they had so long contm 
ued, and establish repubhea on the 
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model of the great Transalpine demo 
cracy WT-kened by these appearances 
to a sense of the danger which threat 
ened them, the onstocratic party weie 
everywhere strengthening themselves, 
the nobles in the Genoese hefs were 
collecting forces, the Rntish had made 
themselves masters of Leghorn, and 
the Roman Pontiff was threatening to 
put forth his feeble strength Napo 
loon knew that Wurmsei, who bad been 
detached from the army of the Upper 
Rhine with tArty fhoJsand men, to 
restore affairs in Italy, could not be*at 
Yerona before the middle of July, and 
before then thei e appeared time to sub 
due fhe states of central Italy, and se¬ 
cure the icar of his army 
94 Havingleft fifteen thousand men 
before Mantua, and twenty thousand 
on the Adige, to cover its blockade, the 
French general sot out bimselt, with 
the division of Augereau, to cross the 
Apennines He returned, m the first 
instance, to Mdan, opened the trenches 
before ii» castle, and pressed the siege 
HO as to compd its surrender, which 
took place shortly aftei From thence 
he proceeded against the Genoese fiefis 
Lannes, with twelve hundied men, 
stoimed Arquata^ the chief seat of hos 
tihties, burned the village, ^ot the 
pnnapal inhabitants, and by these 
severe measures so intimidated the se 
natc of Genoa, that they impluntiy sub 
mitted to the conqueror, sent off the 
Aubtiian ministei*, and agreed to the 
occupation of all the military posts in 
4 fcbeir territory by the Fren^ troops 
From thence Napoleon moved toWaida 
the eastward, designing to cross the 
Apennines between B^gna and Flo 
rence He entered Modena, where he 
was received With every demonstra¬ 
tion of joy, and on the road to Bol 
ogna made himself master a£ the fort 
of Urbmo, with sixty pieces of heavy 
artilleiy, ^mh proved^a most season 
able supply for the siege of Mantua. 
His appearance at BdlogUa, which hiffi 
always been durtingmshed beyond any 
other city m Italy by bboral opbiiona, 
was the signal foi a general outbreak 
The people at once revolted against 
the Pap^ authority, while Napoleon 
encouraged Ihe propagation <4 every 


principle which was c ilcul ited to di« 
member the LccleHiastxcal terntaiies 
The Italian troops were pursued to 
Ferrara, which the Republicans entered 
Without opposition, and made them 
selves mastm of its oi^eual, contain 
ing one hundred and fourteen pieces of 
artillery, while GeneralVaubow tioss 
ed the Apennines and, avoiding FJoi 
once, directed his steps towards Rome 
96 At the intelligence of hia ap 
pioach, the Council ot the Vatican was 
thrown into the utmost alarm Azar^, 
minister of Spain, was despatched im 
mediately with offers of submission, and 
arrived at Bologna to lay the tiara at 
th e feet of the Republican genei al 1 he 
teims of an armistice were soon agreed 
«on,—It was stipulated that Bologna 
and Ferrara should remain in tlie ]>dh 
session of the l^rench troops, that the 
Pope should pay twenty xniUionB of 
francs, furnish great contnjjutions of 
i stoies and provisions, and give up a 
hundred oi the finest works of art to 
the Flench commissioners In viituc 
of this humiliating treaty, all the chiet 
monuments of genius which adorned 
the Eternal City were soon aft^ trans 
ported to museum at I^ans Genoa 
at the same time occupied the rapa 
cious eyes of the J rench gener<d he 
had received mstructions frobi the Di 
leclory to extract from its government 
tea millions of fiance “ You may die 
tate laws to Genoa as soon as you 
please, were his expresBions, in liis m 
struotions to Faypoedt^ the French cn 
voy there And to the Directory he 
wrote,—‘*Ali our affairs in Italy arc 
now closed, excepting Venice and Ge 
noa. Aa to Ventca, the inoment for ac 
tion haa not yet arrived , we must first 
beat Wtmnser and take Mantua. But 
the moment has arrived for Genoa, I 
am about to break ground for the ten 
millions 1 think, iJemdefi, indth tho 
minister Paypoult, that we must expel 
a dosen famibes fiotn the government 
^ofthitoity, and oblige the senate to 
repeal a decree which banished two 
tamilies favouroble to France ' And 
to Fay poult Napoleon pi’escnbed his 
course of perfidious dissimulation m 
these woids “ 1 have not yet seen M 
Catanio, the Genoese deputy, but / 
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hall negUd no^tng %th%ch mag throw 
iliem off iheir guai d 1 lie Du^ctoi y haA 
onltred mo to exact the ten millions, 
but interdicted all political operations. 
OjhU nothing which raay $ct the tenate 
asleep, and amuse them with hopes till 
the moment of wakenmg has armed * 
The moment of wakening thus con 
templated by Napoleon was an internal 
revolution, which was not yet fully 
prepared 

96 Having arranged tl^s important 
treaty, Napoleon without delay crossed 
the Apennmea, and found the division 
of Vauboia at PistouL From that pomt 
be detached Murat, who auddonly de 
scended upon L^hom, and seized a 
large portion of the efiects oi the Brit 
ish merchants which wei e sold m open 
viol ition of all the ustiges of war, which* 
hitherto had respected pn vate property 
at land, and from then sale he realised 
twelve millionB of Bancs for the use of 
the army What lendered this outrage 
more flagrant was, that it was commit 
ted 111 the temtones of a neutred power, 
the Grand dukeof Tuscany, from whom 
he himself at the time was receiving 
the most ^lendid entertaanment at 
Florence ^us euly did Napoleon 
evmce that unconquerable hatred of 
Bntish commerce, and Uiat detennina- 
tioQ to violate the usages of war for its 
destruction, by which he was evei after 
wards so stixingly actuated, and which 
had so powerful a share in contributing 
to his downfalL 

97 The rapine and pillage of 
French authorities, consequent on this 
irruption into Tuscany, knew no bounds 

If our administrative conduct ' said 
Napoleon to the Directory ‘'was detest 
able at Leghorn, our political conduct 
towards Tuscany has been no better ’ 
Hut views extended even Births, for 
on the 26th he wiote to the Directory, 
“Reports are is circulation that the 
Emperoi is dying, the Gi*ttKt duke of 
Tuscany, the hen to the throne, xvill 
instantly set out foi Vienna. We must 
anticipate him, by taking military pos^ 
bessionofthe whole of Tu&cany" Aitei 
a short stay at Florence, Napoleon re 
turned to Bologna, where Augeroau 
»took a severe vengeance on the inhabit 
ants of the village of Lugo, who had 


taken up arms against the Republicans, 
and killed and wounded some soldieiw 
in a detachment sent for its leduction 
'Fhe village was earned by assault, 
burnt to ashes, and the unfortunate pea¬ 
sants, to the number of one thousand, 
were put to the sword with merciless 
seventy This terrible example having 
struck consternation into all the in 
habitants of that part of Italy, Napd 
loon returned to the vicmity of Mantua, 
with the battenng^traiu taken at the 
castles of Ml'Vn, Urbinio, and Feirara, 
to *iupe] intend the operations of the 
siege, which SeiTurier was now about 
to undertike in good earnest, but for 
the relief of which place Austro Was 
making the most vigorous exertiona 
98 The resduuoa of N ipolcon to 
stir up a quarrel with Venice was more 
and more clearly evinced, as matters 
appioached a crisis in the north of Italy 
On the 26th July he had a long and 
oonfldential oonver^ntiou with Pesaro, 
the commissioner ot that republic, and 
such was the vehemence of his Ion 
gnage, the exaggeration of his com 
plamt^ and the stciiinefts of his manner, 
that that corumissionei forthwith wrote 
to the senate of St Mark that war ap 
peered inevitable It was in vam that 
Feaaro represented to Napoleon “ that, 
ever since the entrance of the Fiench 
into Italy, his government had made it 
their study to anticipate all the wishes 
of the general m chief that, if it had 
not done more, it was solely from in 
ability, and a desire not to enibioil it¬ 
self with the Impel lahsts, who never^ 
ceased to reproach them with their 
partiality to France, that the senate 
would do eveiythmg m its power to 
restrain the public ^ervescence , mid 
that the armaments, so much com 
plained of, were direc^d as much against 
the Engh^ and Rt^^isians as the French " 
The determinalaoD of Napoleon in re 
gard to the Venetian repubhc la re 
vealed in his secret despatches at this 
period to the Directory "Ihavesei/ed,* 
said h^ " the ciUdel of Verona, arm^ 
it with the Venetian cannon, and sum* 
moned the senate to dissolve its arma 
inenta Vemoe has already furnished 
three millions for the service of the 
army, but, in order to extract more 
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out of it, I have found raj self under 
the neccftflity of nsauming a menacing 
tone towards then commhaanes, of ex 
aggerating the assisauiationB coiurait- 
ted on oui troopa, of complaining bit 
tcrly of their armaments, and by tbeae 
means I compel them, m order to ap 
pease ray wiath, to furnish whatever 1 
desire This is the only way to deal 
with such persons There is not, on 
the face of the earth, a more perfidious 
or cowardly govenjimWit. I will force 
them to providc/supplietf'foi the oiray 
till the fill of Mantua, and then an 
nounce that thev must further make 
good the contributions fixed in yoor 
instTfictions * 

99 KosoonerhadtheAuUe Council* 
received intelhgence of the defeat of 
Beaulieu, and the retreat of bia forces 
into the Tyrol, than they resolved upon 
the most energetic measures to repair 
the disaster The army of Beaulieu re 
tired to Roveredo, where they threw 
up intrenchments to cover their posi 
tion, while eight thousand Tyrolese 
occupied the cx^te of the mountaina, 
which separated the valley of the Adige 
from the lake of Qarda. Meanwhile 
Marshal Wurmser was detached from 
the Upper Rhme with thirty thousand 
men, to assume the chief command of 
the army destined for the rehef of 
Hautua, which, by that great rein 
forcement, and Atimerous detachments 
drawn from ^e interior, waa raised to 
sixty tiiousand efieetive troops These 
ext^tvepreparations, which were mag 
nified by report^ and had roused <he 
aristocratic party throughout Italy to 
great exertions, filled Napoleon with 
the most lively apprehensions To op 
pose them he had only fifty five thou 
sand men, of whom fifteen thousand 
w ore engaged m the siege Of Mantua, 
and ten wusand fn keepirig up lus 
coihmunicatioDs and maintaining garni 
sous lu the conquered temtoiy, so that 
not above thir^ thousand could be re¬ 
lied on for operation»m the field He 
had incessantly urged the Directory to' 
send him remforeements, although | 

*The rfltthc so often mentioned 

Inibecoareeof thiBwork is a council of high 
officers at to whom is iatrustod 

diroctlou of tha znlhtary concerns of the Bm 
pire 
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eight thousand men fiom the array of 
Kellermanu had joined his st'iudaid, 
and numerous remforcenients from the 
depots in the interior, they were bai ely 
adequ ite to repair the losses arising 
from that wasteful campaign Nothing 
but ijiG greatest ability on the part of 
the geneial, and courage among the 
soldieiu, could luve compensated for 
this infenonty in numbers, but the 
genius of Napokon, and the confidence 
arising from p Senes of victonos, proved 
adequate to the tisk Hia success was 
mainly owing to the vicious plan of at 
tack adopted by the Austnans, which, 
like all the others framed by the Auhe 
I Council, was exposed to defeat from 
the division of their forces. 

100 Thewatera which descend from 
the southern ndges of the Tyrol unite 
into two streams, flowing nearly paial 
lei to each other, and issuing, in tlit 
same latitude into the plain of Lorn 
b-urdy—^the Mmcio and the Adige The 
fii st forms, ID its course, the noble sheet 
of water called the lake of Garda flows 
through the plain immortahsed by the 
gemus of Virgil, swells into the lakes 
which surround Mantua, andafberwords 
disifiiargea itself into the Po The lat¬ 
ter, after descending from the snowy 
nd^ of the Higher Alps, flows in an 
open valley to a narrow and precipit¬ 
ous pass i^ve Verona, next emerges 
into the open country, winds m a deep 
and rocky bod to Linage, after which 
it spreads mto vast marshes, and is lost 
amidst the dikes and imga^ fields of 
Lombardy Three roads presexit them 
selves to an army proposing to issue 
from the Tyrol into the Italian plains. 
The first, tummg shaip to the left at 
RoV^redo, traverses the romantic de¬ 
file ^ the Val Sugana, and emerges 
mto open oouui^ at Bassano, the 
seciipd passes by the upper end of the 
lake of Oerda, and edmes down by its 
westeryit shore to Salo and Brescia, 
udule the third descends the left bank 
of fhe Adige, and, alber tmversing the 
'^OQflsy passes of Galliano and Ohiuaa, 
readies tiie smihng plams of Italy, a 
few zmles above Ihe tpwn of Verona 
The space between the Adige and the 
lake of Qarda, though only three leagues 
broad, is occupied by the Monte Baldo, 
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the precipices of which restrain the 
ii7or on the one hand and the lake on 
the other In this narrow and rocky 
space a road descends between the 
Adigo md the 1 ike", from Roveredo to 
the j)l iin It follow a the right bank of 
the stream as far as Ostciia della Du 
gana, wlien, meeting impracticable pre 
cipices, it turns to the nght, and as 
cends the plateau of Itivoli. 

101 Theout’etsofall these passeswere 

occupied by the French troops Sauret, 
with only four thousand five hundred 
men, was posted at Salo, to guard the 
western side of the lake of Garda, as 
the road theio was not passable by or 
tillcry with fifteen thousand, 

ginided the great roati along the Adige, 
and occupied the plateau of Rivoh, 
while Despmoy, with fivethousand, was 
m the environs of Verona, and Auger 
eau with eight thousand, in reserve, at 
1 1 gnago Napoleon himself, with two 
thou^'ind horse, took post atCastelnovo 
m order to be equally near any of the 
points that might be menaced Wurm 
sei B plan was to make demonstrations 
only against Vei*ona and tho left of the 
Adige, and to bring down the bulk of 
his forces by the Monte Boldo, and tho 
valley of Salo, on the opposite sides of 
the lake of Garda. For this purpose he 
detached Quasdanovich, with twenty 
thousand men, to go round the upper 
end ot the lake, and descend upon SaJo, 
while he took the command of forty 
thousand himself, whom he distributed 
on the two roads which descend the 
opposite banks of the Adige the one 
division was destined to force Corona 
and tho plateau of Rivoli, while tho 
other was to debouch upon Verona. 
The whole columns were m motion by 
the end of July, i amour had magnified 
their numbers, and the partisans of 
Austria and of the anstooratic sys 
tern were already oreakmg out into ex 
ultation, and anticipatmg the speedy 
venficafaon of the proverb **that Italy 
was the tomb of the French ” 

102 In truth, the cuxurnstance^ of 
the Republicans were all but desperate 
Their enemies were fresh, recruited in 
numbers, and superior in strength, 
they were worn out with fatigue, de 
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jected, and numerically lufeiioi On 
the 29th July the Impenul outpost 
attacked tho Iiench at all points, and 
everywhere with success Mossen i 
vigorously assaulted at three in the 
morning by suiienor forces was driven 
from the intrenchments of Corona, and 
retired with loss to liivoli, from when re 
he was ghd to escape towards (’’astel 
novo, upon finding that the column 
winch followed the left bank of the 
Adige wasgettang^mo his rear At tlio 
somt timcjthclmpenansts diove in the 
Republican posts on the great road, 
forced the pass of Chiusa, and appeal od 
before Voron x wink, on the other side 
of the lake of Garda, Quasdanovich at 
tacked and earned the town of Salo, 
and afterwards Brescia, on the princi 
pal hne of retreat towards Fiance In 
this extremity, Napoleon called a conn 
cil of war All tHe officeis, with the 
exception of Augereau, i ecomraended a 
retreat behind the Po, but that intre 
pid chief resolutely held out foi battle 
The geneials were dismissed without 
the commander m chief having signified 
his own opinion, but m the course oi 
the night he formed a i ©solution which 
not only extricated him from his pcnl 
ous situation, but has immortalised hia 
name in the annals of war 

103 The Austnans, sixty thousand 
stiong, were descending the opposite 
sides of the lake of Garda, and it was 
evident that if they succeeded in en 
closing the French army nenr Mantua, 
they would mfallibly ciush it by their 
Bupenonty of force But in so doing 
they exposed themselves to be attacked 
and beaten in detail by forces lufcnor 
on the whole, but superior at the point 
of attack, if the siege of that place were 
rapidly raised, and the bulk of the 
Flinch army thrown first on the one ad 
vancing column and then on the other 
Napoleon resolved on this sacnfice It 
involved a deep mortification, a very 
senous loss, but without it there was 
notachanceofltalybeingsaved. Orders 
were immediately despatched to Semi 
ner to^raise ahe siege of Mantua, the 
division of Augereau was moved from 
Legnago across the Mincio, and the 
French army, with the exception of 

T 
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Masseiia s division, concentrated at the 
lo\^ er extrt mity of the lake of Garda, 
to fall, m the first insiante, upon the 
corps of Quosdanovioh, which already 
antbicepted his coinmuiuc itions with 
Milan These oiders weie promptly 
ohej ed iJuiing the night of the Slat 
July, the sief,e oi Miintnawas imsed, 
the Lannonh[>iked and the stores thrown 
into tlic lake, w hile Napoleon himself 
witlitht gieatei part of his aim>, crossed 
the Almcio at PeHchieia, and prepared 
to fall on the Ailstriaif on the wt ^^t- 

un shoie of the like of Gurda Ih^ie 
WHS not a inomuit to lost , m a fiw 
hours the allied columns would be in 
communication and tlie French com 
pelledto fight giestlysuperioi foicts m 
a single field. No sooner had Napo 
Icon aiiived with the reinforcements, 
than he sent foi ward Augereau to cluu 
the road to Milan, and ordered bauret 
to 1 etake halo 

104 Botheapedttionswere oomplete 
ly successful, Brescia w as i tgaiued, and 
the Austnanswere expelled fiom Salo 
Meanwhile N ipoleou himself, with the 
hii^ade of d Allemagne, advanced to 
Lonato and, aitei a violent struggle, 
di ovt the lmp( riuhsta out of th xt place, 
with the loss of ftvt hundred piisoncrs 
In these actions Quaadauovich loaf lew 
men, but he met withunlookod foi re : 
bistonco, ind vac ill ition appeared m his 
movements Ho first gave oidcis to 
hilt nnd then astonuhed at finding 
hmistU issailed by imposing masses, in ! 
a qumter where he expected to find only ! 
the 1 eai of the enemy, he fell b ick to¬ 
wards the mountains, to await lutelli ' 
gence of the operations of the mam 
body under Wurinser Meanwhile that 
brave coinmaiidez, having dislodged 
Miissena fiom hia position, advanced to 
Mantua, into which fortress he mode his 
triumphal entry on the 1st August 
Tho sudden raising of the siege, the 
abandonment of the equipage, the de¬ 
struction of woiks which it had cost the 
Itepubbcans so long to construct, all 
conspaed to increase his satisfaction at 
this event, and promised an easy con 
quest over the k tiring remains of the 
enemy But, on the very night of his 
aiiivol he received intelligence of the 
check of Quasdanovxuh and the re cap 
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ture of Brescia. Immediately he ad 
vanced his columns across the Iihncia 
and moved upon Castiglionc, with the 
design of enveloping the Piench irmy 
with all hiB forces, while QiiaadanoMch 
lesumed the offensive, and retool the 
town of Salo The ci isis was now ap 
proaching, the Austrian annics wiio 
not only m communication but almost 
united, while the Republictus with lu 
ferioi forces lay between them h ipo 
Icon immediately dn w b vek the divi 
fiions of Massena and Angel eau ibo\e 
twenty thousand sti ong and c luscd his 
whole army to face about, wh it h id 
been the rear btcime the ulvanud 
guud He put forth m«ie than his 
wonted activity and rajndity of move 
meat Incessantly on horsebaik him 
self, he caused the soldiers, who had 
marched all night, to fight all di> 
Having by this rapid counter inarch 
accumulated the biilk of hia forces op 
posite to Wurmsei, he resolve, d ih 

liver himself fiom that foimidable ad 
versarybyan immediate atfiicL It wis 
full time, the Austiians had discoveied 
a xntssagb ovir the Mincio, and driven 
the French ft omCtWtighont and I onito, 
where they had alieady begun to m 
tiezich themselves 

106 On the 3d August Napoleon ul 
vanced withtwentj five thousand men 
upon Lonato, while Augeiean moved 
towards CAsitar ionic The first attack 
of the Republicans upon the former 
town was unsuccessful, their light 
troops were thrown into confusion and 
General Pigeon, with three pieces of 
artiUery, captured by the enemy Upon 
this the French general put himself at 
tho head of his soldiers, and formed 
the centre into one formidable mass , 
while the Imperialists, who consisted 
of a strong column of Quasdanoxich s 
corps, were extending themselves to 
wards Salo, in the double view of ca 
velopmg the French and opening a com 
mumcatioD with then gtueiaJ whose 
artillery was already heard m that dx 
rection Napoleon immediately pei 
oeived the error of his adversary, and, 
hke Welhngton in after days at Sala 
manca, made a desperate chaige with 
a column of infantry supported by ca¬ 
valry, upon his centre, which, being 
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weakenedfortheevtensionofthcwings, mg austamed a loss of two thousand 
Bpetidilyjjaveway Louatowasretakt-n men, and before thtyhxd piocctded 
by asaiult, and the Austiiaju aimy cut far tdiey met tlio remtorcemeuts hich 
asunder One pai-t ot it effected ita Wurmeer was bringing up to then sup 
retitat under Bayalitch to the Minuo, port This desperate atriie first dicw 
whik the other, finding itself irrecovor Napoleons notice to the dttein lined 
ably bcpirated from the main body, charactei of Augereau, whose title was 
ino\cd towards Salo, m the hope of ofterwaids taken fiom it, and he fic 
eh et ting a junction with QuaadiUiovich queutly reminded him in later days, 
Hut Ouyeux, with a diTision of Flench, when wishing to rouse him to extra 
alicady occujued that place, and the oidinary efioits de sea beaux jouis 
fugitive Austrians, pressed between the de Ca^tighone * 
drigooua of Junot, who assailed their 107 As \ w!is ewrtent that the Aus 


lear, and the infmtry at Salo, who 
stopped then advance, disbanded, and 
bustained a loss of three thousand pri 
soners and f wenty pieces of caiuion 
100 While tlie Imperialists were ex 
peneiiciug thebe disasttis at Lonafo, 
Augcreau, on the right, hnid maintained 
an obstinate eUj, igement at Caatiglione 
Tbeie the liepublicms weie the assail 
ants and the object ol tlie French gtn 
erd uaq to himself macter of 

Castighone, the key to the positiou in 
that quaiter V\ ith this view he hod 
detached General Robert, with a regi 
ment ot the line, to gam by a long 
cucuit, the lear of the enemy , while 
Gtncr il 1 ellctier, with two battalions, 
turned then light, and Augcreau him 
s< It it the heail of the mam body of 
his forces, advanced diiect against the 
Iiui>einl pobition m the plun The 
Austnahe made a sttmt roftistancc, but, 
belli g at length compelled togi ve ground, 
they wcie thi own into confusion by the 
fluilden apparition of Robert s two bat 
talious, which sprang out of an ambus 
cade in then rear Taking advantage 
ot tlus dibOidei, Augereau pushed on 
to gam the bridge of Castighone, an 
indispensable prchmiuary to the cap 
ture of the town of the same name 
But the Au'^tnans, undei Liptay, hav 
mg biought up their I'ecorvt returned 
to the charge ^lih the most determined ! 
resistiuice, and it was only by the most 
heroic efforts, lu which Augereau ex 
posed hia person hkeasimple grenadier, 
that the bndgo was at length comSd 
and the enemy driven back into the 
town, which the victors entered pell 
mell with the vanquished The Aus 
ti lans at length retii ed towards Mantua, 
entirdy cvacuatuig the town, after hav 


,tnan vetuau w w still disposed to con 
tend for the eiu])ire of Italy in a pitched 
battle Napoleon deemed it indispen 
sable to clear his lear of Quasti^inovich 
before engaging lu it On the follow 
mg day be employed himself m collect¬ 
ing and organising his foices at Lon ito, 
with a view to tlie decisive conflict 
while, by moving two divisions a,^ainst 
Quasdoiiovich, whose troojis weie now 
exhausted by fatigue, he compelled him 
to remount the Val SabbiatowardsHiva 
A Bitigular event at this time took place, 
highly charactei istic both of the extia 
ordinal liy luteisected situation of the 
two armies, and of the pieseme of mind 
and good foi tune of Napoleon He had 
ainved at Lonato to expedite the move 
ent of hia forces in the opposite di 
ctions wdiere then enemies were to 
bo found, ami, fiom the diajicrbion 
which he ha<i ordeied, only twelve 
hundred men remained at hcadquar 
tors Before he had been long there, he 
■ was summoned to surrendei by a coipa 
of four thousand Aurtiiona, who hjyi 
already occupied ail the avenues by 
which retieat was possible Ihey con 
Slated of a part of the troons of Baya 
litcb, which, having been defeated in 
its attempts to efiect a junction w ith 
Quasdanovich, was now, in desperation, 
endeavouring tQ regain the lemainder 
of the aimy on the Mmcio Napoleon 
made his Numerous staff mount on 
hoideback, and, having ordered the 
ofiicei beaniig the flag of truce to be 
brought before him, directed the band 
age»to be jbakeu from his eyes^ end im 
mediately told the astomahed Austrian 
that he was m the middle of the French 
army, in pi esence of its general m chief, 

** Ofhisglonousdajsat Castiglione * 
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aisd tlmt, unless tliey 1 ud down tliexr 
ai ms in ton minutes hb ould put them 
all to the swoi d Tlie officei dt ceived 
bv the splendid coriige by \\hich he 
was surrounded, letumed to his divi 
Bion, and lecfiinmended a surrender, 
and the tioops, cut off tiom their com 
paniouH, and exhausted by fatigue and 
dusasttr laid down their aiina When 
thej euUied the town they had the 
mortification of discovenng not only 
tliat they had capituiated to a third of 
thur nunibeis, hfts haA nfisstd an op 
portunity of making prihoner the con> 
queror who had already filled the world 
with his renown 

108 *On the following day both pax 
ties prepared for a decisive engige 
ment iht Imperialists under Wurm 
fin wert twenty five thousand strong, 
the coips of Quasdanovich, and that 
which blockaded Pescliiera, being de i 
tached, luidnnabletotakcanypai’t inthe 
liattle the Fiench about twenty three ' 
thous ind Both p irties woi e drawn up 
in the plun at nghfc angles to the 
mountains, on which each rested a 
wing, the Flench nght was imcovered, 
wlule the Impenaliets lett was sup 
I>orted by the mill of Medola Augei eau 
commanded the 1 1 ench centre, Massena 
the left, Verdier the nght, buttliepru^ 
ctpal hopes of Napoleon were rested on 
the division of Strruner, from Mantua, i 
which had orders to march all night> 
and fall, when the action was fully en 
gaged, on the rear of the enemy The 
soldiers on both sides were eimausted 
with fatigue, but all felt that on the 
result of this contest depended the fate 
of Italy 

109 Wurmser fell mto the same er 
roi as Bayahtch had oone in the pre 
ceding engagement—that of extending 
his right along the heights, in order to 
open a commumcatiou with Quasdano 
Mch, who was within hemng of his 
artillery To favour this %iovement, 
Napoleon drew back his own, while at 
the same time he actumulated hia 
forces against the Auatnans’ left, Mar 
mont, with a powerful battei^ of haa^y 
ai-tillery, thundered agamst the post of 
Medolfl^ which Vcrdier, with thz^ hat 
taboos of grenadiers, speedily earned. 
At the same tune Geueial Fiorilla, who 
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commanded the divibion of Serrurui, 
diawn off fioiu Mantua, came up in 
! rear of tho Austrians, and completed 
i their confusion by a vigorous attack, 
which hid well nigh earned ofi Wuim 
scr himself Seeing thedt-cisivcmoment 
ai lived, Napoleon oidercd a gcntial 
cliaige by all his loicts and the Au& 
trims pressed m front by Augemu 
and Massena, threatened in rear by 
Fioiiili and turned on their hft bv 
Vtidler, ft 11 back at all points Tht ex 
ecssivt f itigiie of the llepubbcan troops 
pi evented thoir pursuing tht bioken 
enemy far, who fell back behind the 
Miucio, with the loss of two thousand 
killed and wounded, one thousand pu 
Honers, and twenty pieces of cannon 
Tjus action, the imxiortauce of winch is 
not to be estimated by the numbei of 
troops engaged, was docisivo ol tho 
fate of It^y With a view to prevent 
Wurmser fiom reassembling his scat 
toitd forces, Napoleon ou the follow 
mg day sent Massenato laise the siege 
of Peschiero, and after on obstinate en 
gogoment he succeeded m routing the 
Austrian division before that place, 
with the loss of ten pieces of c muon 
and five hundred pnsoners In this oc 
tion a young colonel pirtieulaily dis 
tinguished himself, named SucHFr, ai 
terwards Dyke of Albufera At the 
same time Napoleon advanced to Ve 
rona wluch the Austrians abandoned 
on his appioach, and Massena, after 
some shaip skirmishing, resumed his 
old positions at Rivoh and the Monte 
Baldo, while Wurmser, having revic 
tualled Mantua, and raised its gaxnson 
to fifteen thousand men, composed 
chiefly of fresh troops, resumed his for 
mer station at Rove^o, and in the 
fastnesses of the Tyrol 

110 By this expedition Wurmser 
had reheved Mantua, and supplied it 
with a gamsou of &esh ftroops, hut he 
had lost nearly twenty thousand men, 
and sixty pieces of cannon, and tlio 
smnt of his soldiers was, by fatigue, de 
Mt, and disaster, completely bioken 
The great successes which attended the 
French arms are mainly to be ascribed 
to the ezti aordmary vigour, activity, 
and talent displayed by then geneial m 
chief The Austi lan plan of attack was 
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founded onanxindue confidenco m then 
oT^u p JW 018 1 hey thought the m iin 

bod^ undex Wxxrmstr would be aole to 
defcxt the French nrtay, and raise the 
suge of Mintuo, wlule the dotachmtnt 
under Quasdanovjch would cut oft then 
retn at It must bo adtiiittcd, in favour 
of this plan, that it was on tho point of 
being ittended with complete sm ct^s, 
and, igamst a general and troops of less 
resolution, unquestionably would have 
been so When opposed, howevci, to 
the vigour and activity of Napoleon, it 
ofleipd tho fairest opportunity for deci 
Bivo defeat The two corps of the Im 
peridlists co^ilil commuiucato only by 
liov eredo and tho upper end of the lake 
ot Garda, a circuit of above sixty miles, 
uhile the French, occupying a central 
station between them, at its southern 
extictmty were enabled, though ou tho 
whole infeiior, by a great exertion of 
activity, to bring a superior force, first 
igainst the one, and then ogaiust the 
othei Their successes, howevei, weie 
dearly pui chased about aeven thou 
8 md men had been killed and wound 
ed, Wurmsei carried with him three 
thousand prisoners into tht Tyrol, and 
tho whole siege equipage of Mantua had 
fiillen into the hands of tho enemy, or 
been lost 

111 The democratic party lu all the 
Italian towns were thrown into traus 
porta at this success, and the rejoicings 
among them at Milan, Bologna, and 
Modena, were proportioned to the ter 
ror with which they had fonnerly been 
inspii od But Napoleon, judging more 
veeurately of his position, and seeing 
tho siege of Mantua was to be com 
luenced anew, while W'urmser, with 
forty thou'^and men, was still on the 
watch in the Tyrol, deemed prudence 
and prec lution more than ever neces 
sarj He did qpt atttmpt> therefore, to 
collect a second battering tram for the 
siege of that fortress, but contented him 
sell with a simple blockade, in main 
taming which, during the autumr<d 
months, his troops became extumely 
Bickly, fiomtJie pestilential atmosphere 
of its marshes To the powers m the 
flouthei-n parts of the Teninsula who 
hod, during the temporary success of 
the Austrians, given mdicitioa of hos 


tile designs, he wrote m the most men 
mug strain Tho King of aples wa« 
thioatenod with an attack from se\ tniy 
thousand hrench if ho violated th< 
armistice, the Papal legate obtained 
])aidon lor a xevolt at Feirara only by 
the most abject submission, the V( nr 
tians weie informed that lie was aw ire 
of then preparitions, though ho stilt 
kept up negotiations, and coutmued to 
live at then exjn nse, while the King of 
Piedmont 7]^ei>veh ^mmands to com 
plote the desfcructio i of the guenlla 
"parties which mft sted the mountainous 
parts of his dominions, 1 o the Milan 
eae, ou the other h md, who had re 
mained faithful to h ranee during its 
transient reverses, he wrote m the most 
flattenng terms, and gave them lea\o 
to raise troops for their defence against 
tho Impenal forces The most ardent 
of the youth of Lombardy wexe speed 
ily enrolled under the Republican ben 
ners, but little was to be expected fiom 
these unwarhke recruits A more ef 
ficient force was formed out of the 
Poles, who, since the last puititiou of 
their unhappy country, ha<i wandeicd 
without a home through Furope au<l 
now flocked m such numbers to N ipo 
leon s standard as to lay the foundation 
of tho Polish legion, which afterwards 
became so renowned in the Impenal 
wara 

112 The troops on both^ sides re 
mamed m a state of repose for three 
weeks after this ternble struggle, diir 
mg which Wurmser was assiduously 
employed in i eorganismg and recroi* 
ing his forces, while Napoleon i eceived 
considerable reinforcements fiom the 
army of Kellermann and the mteiior of 
France The numbers ou both sides 
weie, at the end of August, nearly 
equal, Wurmser s army having been 
raised to nearly toy thousand men, by 
additions from the Hereditary States, 
and Napoleon s to the same amount by 
the junction of KellermanA s forces * 
Untaught by former disasters of the im 
prudence of forming plans at a distance 
for the relation of their aimies, the 

« Thcslck and wounded In the French army 
at this period w ere no less than fifteen thou 
sand —(onjideTUial Despatch 25th Aug—Cbr 
CWi 441 
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Aulic Council again framed and trans were driven, back in confusion, and the 
imtted to Wurmser a plan for the ex Kepublicans entered Roveredo pell inedl 
pulsion of the French from tho hue of with the fugitives 
the Adige According to this design, 114 Davidovichralbed his broken di 
he was io leave twenty thousand men visions m the defile of Calliano, u for 
under Davidovich, to guard Roveredo midable pass on the banka of the Adi^e, 
and the valley of the Adige, and to formed where the precipices of the 
descend himself, with thirty thousand, Alps approach so close to the nvtr that 
by the goiges of the Bienta to Bassano, there is only the breadth of lour hun 
and BO reach the plains of Padua Thus, dred toises left between them An 
notwithHtandmg their former disasters, old castle, which the Austrims hid 
they were again ^oiit«to foinmit the strengthened and mounted with can 
error of dividmg tneir force into two non, was placed at the edge of the pre 
columns, while Napoleon occupied a' cipice, and a ruined wall stietched 
c^ntial position equidistant from each, across tho gorge of the defile, troin the 
—with this difference, that, instead of a foot of the rocks to the rnaigin of the 
lake, they had now a mass of impass stream Napoleon threw his light 
able mountains between them tltiops ou the mountains upon bis own 

113 Napoleon at this time resolved n^t, placed a battery, which com 
to resume tlie offensive, in order to manded the Austiian cannou, and, 
prevent any detachments from the Im forming a close column of ten battal 
penal army into Havana, where the ions piecipitated it dong the high 
Archduke Charles was now seveiely road upon the enemy Nothing could 
pressed by Horcau The two aimies withstand the irapetuosityof the ittock 
bloke up about the same time, with The Impenahsts were routed horse, 
out the generals on either side being foot, and cannon rushed in confusion 
awoie of their opponent b measuies— through the narrow defile in their rear, 
Wunnser descending the Brenta, and and the Repubhean cavalry, chirging 
Napoleon ascending the Adige Fore furiously along tho chauss(5e, drove 
set ing the possibility of a descent upon them m the utmost disorder, towaids 
Mantua during his absenco, the h rench 1 rent Seven hundred prisoners and 
general left Kilmainc, with three thou fifteen pieces of cannon fell into the 
sand men to occupy Legnago and Vc hands of the victors , and on the fed 
roui, while ten thousand still mam lowing day Napoleon entered th it city, 
tamed the blockade of Mantua, and he the capital of the Italian lyrfd, while 
himseJf, with thirty thousand, moved thediscomfited remuns of Davidovich s 
towards the Tyrol by the two roads ou corps retired farther up the valley of 
the banks of the Adige, and that ou the Adige, behind the Lavis 
tte westt-m Bide of the h^e of Ouorda. 115 The intelligence of this disaster 
The French were the first to commence so far from stopping, only ai celerated 
operations Larly in September, Vau the march of Wurmser through the de 
bois, with the division of Sauret, as files of the Brenta He now imagined 
cended the lake and, after several com that Napoleon intended to penetiate 
bats, reached lortola, at its upper ex by Bnxen and the Breunei into Gii 
tiemity On the same day N ipoleon, many, m order to co operate with Mor 
with the divisions of Massena and Au eau m the ploms of Banana, and iho 
gcreau, irnved in front of the advanced Austnanveteianimmediatclyconccived 
posts of the Austrians at Serravalle, on the bold design of hastening, with lus 
the ^dige, and on the following day at- whole disposable force, down the Val 
t ickcd theu position. The Impcnsdists Svgana into the plain of Bassano, turn 
stood firm but Napoleon sent qut a ing rapidly to the right, seizing upon 
cloud of light troops on theVieights on Verona, and both raising the siege of 
either side of their columns, and the Mantua and preventing the return of 
momout they began to waver, he made Napoleon into Italy The French gen 
BO vigoious a chaige along the chaus eral, who, by treachery at the Austrian 
s^e with the hussara, that the Austrians headquaiters, was uniformly put in 
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poHsession of hig vlveisxiy s plau<» be 
foio they could be executed itumcdi 
itely pi 1 ctived thedaugoi Inch would 
reeiilt fiom th]^ measure on the port 
oi the enemy, and lesolved to ojipose 
it by auofhei, fcquidl;^ bold, on hwown 
Bidi riiiu wab to leave the division 
of \ uibuis alone in the lyiol to in*ike 
head iguust Dividovich and descend 
himselt with twenty four thousind 
men the dchles of the Bronta and at¬ 
tack Wurm&er before he had got round 
to Veiona In doing this, he ran thf 
rmk, it IS true, of being himself shut 
up in the teriible defiles of the Val 
buguii sunoundcd by pitcipices and 
}^e iks oi a stupendous el cvation between 
Wurmsci m fiuut and Davidovich in, 
leu but be trusted to the resolution 
of his troopc to overcome every obsta 
cle and ho|>ed by driving his antago 
met b ick on the \tiige, to compel his 
wh )lc force to lay down then aims 
1 lb At bieak of d ly on the Oth, the 
T iciich troops weiem motion, climb 
ing the steep hills which shut in the 
valley of the Adige on theedHtem aide 
hiom the plains of Tient they soon 
Huimounted the ridge which lorms its 
eastern bound ir) lud, descenchng the 
torrent of the Val bugana, they reach 
ed Bocco di Val bngan i at night, after 
having advanced ten leagues On the 
following moiniug they continued their 
match and at the cntiuuce of the 
naiiow defile, there shut in by steep 
and inaccc ssible rock'^, terminating in 
pe iks ot the most fantastic kind, came 
up with the Austrian leaiguaid, strong 
ly posted near Primolmo Napoleon ! 
put in i)ractice the same manoeuvre 
which had succeeded well atCalhaQO, 
oo\eiing the mountains on eithei side 
with Ilh ta ullcurs, and forming a close 
column of miantry to attack the poai 
tion along the lighioad Nothing 
could resist tfle impetuosity of the 
I'rench troops Ihc Austrians, who 
weio gieatl} inferior m number, being 
onlj the leargnaid of the mam toic^ 
weit routed with the loss of two ^hou 
sand prisoners and nine pieces of can 
non The fugitives weie pursued as 
fai as Oesmona, where headquarters 
were estibltshecL Napoleon, in his 
eagerness to pursue the enemyi outrode 


all his suite, and passed the night alone, 
wrapped in his clofik, on the gioimd 
in the midst of a regiment t»f iiituitiy 
who bivouacked round the town A 
private soldier shared with him his 
rations, and reinj^nded him ot it, after 
he becfune Lmperor, in the camp at 
Boulogne 

117 On the flame day m which this 
action took place in the gorgts of the 
Val Sugana, the -idvinced guard of 
Wurmsci, under Mezaiofl, had leachcd 
Verona, and*w & alrftdy skirmibhing 
with t)ie posts of the Kopubhenns on 
tlie fortifications which had been erect¬ 
ed round that city when they were rc 
called to mike head agiinst tlie ter 
nble enemy who had assailed then rear 
Wurmser collected all his foices at 
Baasauo, to endeavour to b ir the pas 
sage, and throw the French back into 
the defiles The heavy intmtij and 
artillery were placed on a strong post 
tion lu front oi the town and ii>\iud ite 
mouldering tow ers, while six b itt ilions 
ot light tioopa occupud the opening of 
the valley into the pi un These were 
speedily ovci thrown, and the divisions 
of Massena and Augereau, emerging 
fiom the defiles found themselves la 
presence of a biilliant foicc of twenty 
thousand men, with a powciful util 
lery, drawn up in battle iii ly But 
the Austrians, discouraged by lepc itcd 
defeats, made but a feeble lesistiuce 
Maflsena speedily routed them on the 
right, while Augereau broke them on 
the left the fugitives rushed m oonf u 
Sion into the town, whither they 
immediately followed by theyictoiioua 
trench, wjio made foui thousand pri 
soners, and caiitured thirtj pieces of 
cannon, besides almost ill the baggage, 
pontoons and ammunition of the umy 

118 Dunng the confusion of this 
defeat the Austrians got sepai ated from 
each other Quasdanovicb, with thrro 
thousand men, was thrown biok to 
wards Fiiuli, while Wumiser, with 
sixteen thousand, took the road to 
Mantua. The situation of the veteran 
maishU WM all but desperate Mas 
flenawaa piessing his rear, while Borto 
Leguflgo and Verona w^ie both in the 
hands of the enemy, and the loss of all 
hia pontoons at Basaauo rendered it 
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impossible to pass the Adige but at one 
or other of these places Fortunately 
for him, tho battf^on which occupied 
Porto Legua^o had been withdrawn to 
Verona during the attack on that place 
and the one deatinod to replace it had 
not yet arrived By a rapid mai*ch he 
reached that town before the Repubh 
cans, and thus got hia troops across the 
Adige Napoleon, following his piey 
V. ith breathless anxiety no sooner dis 
covered that the Avstnans had effected 
the passage at tfan he pushed 

Massena across the river to Cerra m 
order to cut them from the road to 
Mantua. But the Austrians fought 
with the courage of despair, and their 
cavalry, five thousand strong, who were 
unbroken, and whose spirit had not 
suffered by disaster, jirovod irresistible 
to then enemies. Napoleon himself 
who had come up during the engage 
xnent, had great difficulty in saving 
himself by fbght, and Wurmser, who 
amved a few minutes after, deemed 
himself so secure of hia antagonist, 
that he recommended to his dr^oons 
to take him alive Having missed so 
brilliant a stroke, the old marshal con 
tmued his march, passed the Molmella, 
cut to pieces a body of eight hundred 
infantry which endeavoiited to inter 
rupt his progress, and entered Mantua 
lu a species of triumph which threw a 
ray of glory over his long senes of dis 
asbrs 

119 Encouraged by these succeasea, 
he still endeavoured to keep the field 
ith twenty thousand infantry and five ! 
thousand horse, and soon after his! 
cuirassiers destroyed a regiment of 
light infantry at Due CasteUe But 
this was the termination of his tran 
sient gleam of prospenty Napoleon 
soon after brought up the greater part 
of his forces, and Augereau stormed 
Poi'to Legnago, making pnsouers a 
thousand men and fifteen pieces of 
cannon,—a stroke which, by depnvmg 
Wurmser of the means of passing the 
Adige, threw him back on Mantua^ 
On the 19th he was attacked by the 
division of Augereau, that of Serruner, 
then commanded by Ralmguct, and 
that of Massena, constituting m all on 
equal force The Austrian cavalry at 


[chap xk 

first drove back Augereau, and the 
battle seemed for a time doubtful, but 
a vigorous charge by Massena in the 
centre in the course of which he cai 
Tied Fort St Qeoigp at the point of the 
bayonet restored affairs and Wurmser 
was at length repulsed into Mantua 
with the loss of three thousand men 
and twenty pieces of cannon Two 
days aftcrwai^, he threw a bnd^^e over 
the Po, and att icLed Govemolo, one of 
the fortresses erected by the Fre nch at 
the termination of the dike^i with the 
design of cutting his way througli to 
the Adige, but he was 11 pulswl with 
the loss of 81 V hundred men and foiu 
pieces of cannon, and, in the begin 
^ing of October, Kilm line resumed his 
qld lines round the town, and the Aiis 
tnans were shut in on every side with 
in its walls. Wurmst r killed the horses 
of his numei ous and splendid cavalry, 
salted thur carcasses, and made eveiy 
preparation for a vigor<vuB defence 
while Napoleon despatched hia aide de 
camp, Marmont,* afterwards Duke ot 

* Auguste Frederic de Mormont was born 
at ( b&tiUon sur borne on July 1774 His 
father who belonged to au old and lespcct iblo 
nulitary family had himself iollowtd thepn 
fosslon of arms and ho destined Ins soi i from 
his earliest years to the same At the early 
ago of fifteen he received his commmioii as 
sub lieutenant in a regimcntof infantry iiid 

IS tiansfcrreci, in January 1792 into one of 
artillery He madehis first essay in anus in 
tho campaign of 1792 when ho was attached 
to the arrav of the Alps In 1793 he served 
at the siege of Toulon and his skill in gunnery 
there first attracted the notice of N ip^lcon 
Ho subsequently accompanied tho future em 
peror to Fans and sliored in his di sgrace after 
the dth Thormidor Havmg ofiei wards got 
employment with the army of the Rhino ho 
distm^ished himself m vanous combats in 
which ho commanded under Desaix the ar 
tdlery of the advanced guard After tho ar 
mistice m Decembor 1795 had terminated ac 
tive operations on tho Rhine bo returned to 
Fans where Napoleon had now risen into 
high favour with government in consequence 
olue suppression of the rewiltofthe ficctious 
and fitim him he obtained the situation of 
aide de camp which he held through all the 
Italian camiiairas Overflowing cour 
he was with the advanced g^ard of c4v 
nry which crossed the nver above Jjodi and 
had his horse shot under him on Uni occa 
BioR notwithstanding which he captured 
the first gun which was taken in that tcmblo 
combat, for whiefa he received a sabre of bon 
our At the battle of CastigHone he also dis 
tmguishod himself and so brilliant were tho 
services which he rendered during the actions 
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Ragiisn, wilh the standanls taken in 
these glorious actions, to lay at the feet 
of the J? 11 nch government. 

120 By the result of these conflicts, 
the Austrian army m the field was re 
duced from fifty thousand to fifteen 
thousand men Of these twelve thou 
sand under Davidovich had taken re 
fuge in the defiles leading to Mount 
Brenner, while three thousand under 
Quasdanovich were in the mountamB 
of Pnuh TVurmser, it is true, hod 
bi ought sixteen tlioiisond into Mantua, 
but this forte, accumulated in a be 
sieged and unhealthy town wna of no 
real service dimng the remamdor of 
the campaign, and lather, by increasing 
the number of useless mouths within 
the p] ICC, accelerated the period of itfl 
ultimate ‘surrender Before the end of 
October, ten thousand of the garrison 
were in the hospitals, so that the bo 
sieged were unable either to make any 
UBo of their euporfluoua numbers, or 
get quit of the unserviceable peraons 
who consumed their scanty provisions 
But these success* s, gieat as they were, 
had not been purchased without a very 
heavy loss to the Fiench anny, which, 
in these actions was weakened by above 
fifteen thous'ind men, in killed, wound 
ed, and prisoners 

3 21 Both parties remained in mac 
tivitj for a considerable time afterthese 
cxhiUhting efforts, dunng which the 
Austrians were energetically employed 
in repairing their losses, and the Re 
publicans in drawing forces from the 
other Hide of the Alps The latter took 
advantage of the delay to oigomse re 
volutionary powers throughout all the 
north of Italy Bologna and Ferrara 

at Mantua, that Napoleon selected him to 
be wr the standards taken to the Directory at 
I 'iris Ho becamo marshal of France and 
aharod larp^V the i,lones and dangers of 
Napoleon s catnphgns Uo was a most able 
gencril, and Hocund to none of the Emperors 
hcutiiiantH in the movements of a campaign 
though on tlio field of battle he bad not the 
daring of Murat or the cool detemunation of 
Davoust. Dofeatedat Salamanca by Wellinf 
ton he had afterwards the nnafortunc to be 
twice compc ledtoBira acapitiilatiouof Fans 
But hiB reputation nas survived these rude 
shocks and his Travels m the Bast prove 
that to tlie 03 e of a general he united the ac 
ccanphshments of a scholar and the heart of 
a philanthropist 


weie united imder a provisional gov 
emment, republican foicee and Jdcobm 
clubs esiablisbed, and all the machinery 
of democracy put in full operation Mo 
dena was levolutiomsed the old gov 
emmentrep] icedbyapopnlai assembly 
and French troops admitted within its 
walls, while legions of national guards 
were organised throughout the whole 
of Lombardy But more efficient mx 
ihanes were appioaching Twdvc bnt 
talions from the 'winy of La Vendee, 
besides the Am!linddF of the forces of 
Yollermaiin, joyfully crossed the Alps, 
happy to exchange the scene of uttt r 
]>enury and inglorious waifai e, to w hich 
their effoiijs hod hith< rto been confined, 
for the luxunous quarteis and bhiiung 
achievements of the Italian nrmy In 
the end of October, Alvmzi, who had 
assumed the command of the aiiny in 
Fnuli, had assembled forty thousind 
men undei his standards, while the 
Qoipe of Davidovich wah raised by the 
junction of a large body of the Tj roh se 
militia, a force admirably adapted for 
mountain warfare to cighteenthousand 
men To oppose this mass ol assailants 
Napoleon had twelve thousand men un 
del Vauboifl, on the Lavis, m front of 
Trent, twenty thousand on the Brenta 
and the Adige observing Alvmzi, and 
ten thousand guarding the lines lound 
Mantua 1 he disproportion, iheicfore 
was very great in eveiy quarter and 
Napoleon, justly alarmed at hia situ 
ation, and chagrined at the Directory 
foi not putting a larger force at his 
disposal, wiote to the government th«4 
he was about to lose the whole of his 
Italian conquests * 

122 TheAustnan preparations being 

* Napoleon s letter was lu these terms — 

Mantu icaiuiot he reduced before the nutldlo 
ofPobmary 3011 will ivcrceivt from that how 
critical 0111 situation is and our political 
system IB if possible still woise loacewith 
Naples IS ludisponsablo on alliance with 
Genoa and Turin necessary Lose uo tune in 
taking the people of Lombardy Modena, Bo 
logna and Fcrraih, under your protoebon 
and, above all send reinforcements The 
has tlmce re formed his army since 
theaonimen#ement of the campaign rvery 
thing is going wrong in Italy the prestige ol 
our forces 18 aissu>ated the enemy now count 
our ranks It is indispensable that you take 
into your instant consideration the critical 
situation ot the Italian aimy and forthwith 
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completed, Alvmzi, on the 1st Novem 
ber, threw two bridges ortr the Pi ive, 
and advanced against Massena^ whose 
headquarters were at Bassano At the 
approach of the Imperialists in such 
Bupenoi force the French fell back to 
Vicenza, and Napoleon hastened, with 
tht- division of Augcieau and the re 
serve, to thtir support On the 6th 
a gcuei al battle took place Masst na 
ovLithrcwtho Austriauleft conunauiled 
by 1*1 over i njid Liptlty^ an^ drove them 
with loss ovtr thSHrenta, while Napo 
Iton himself defeated the light, under 
Quasd iiiovich and would have earned 
the toyn of Bassino, which the Impe 
mints occupied m force, had not llo 
heiizollun, who ulvanced at the head 
of tho Austnan reserve, made good the 
])lace till nightfall But early on the 
following morning, the hiench geiierd 
leceivul mttlligence from Vaubom, in 
the Tyrol, which not only inten upted 
his career of success, bat rendered an 
immediate letreat on the part of the 
wnole Ri-pubhcan army unavoidable 
123 la obedience to the orders he 
had received, that general, on the same 
day on which the Aastn ms mossed the 
Piave commenced an attack on then 
position on the Lavis, but he was not 
only rtccived with the utmost nitre 
pidity but worsttd in the encounter, 
and luH fortes having fall* n mto con 
fusion in the course of their retreat 
tbr( ughthonarrowvoUey, hewaa driven 
ha k m disorder through the town of 
Irent, to the defile of Oalhano, with 
the loss of four thousand men There 
he made a stand, but Davidovich, har 
izig caused a large part of his forces to 
cross to the nght bank of the Adige, 

s(*turt It friends both among kings lud poo 
p)« Th( tnflucnco ol Bemo in incalculanle 
you did vrn ng in breaking with that power 
1 would h ivo temponsed with it as we have 
dune with Venue and Gehoa Whenever the 
geiicnU m It dy is not the centre of nego 
tution os well as military operations the 
greatoHt risks will be incurred *i ou may 
ascwibo bins language to ambitlou but 1 am 
&.\t\ itod with honours and my health is so 
bi( kou that I must implore you to give mo 
Vk successor 1 can no Ioniser dt on lr)|;se 
back mv courage alone is unshaken Sfisry 
tfiifuj fi(ii readv for the esrplonon at Genoa 
but Pa\ poult th4M*i,ht it expedient to delay 
We must CO icilute Genoa till the new oidet 
of things IS more firmly established —Con 
jldent DtspatcJiee Oct 8 17&b u 02, 93 
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passed that post, and waa moMQg ra 
pidly down on the Monte B ildo and 
Rivoli so as to thi eaten his commum 
catiouB with Verona and the remainder 
of the army Nothmg was left for V nu 
boie but to retire m haste towards Ve 
rona, which was seiiously menaced by 
the advance of the 1 yrolese army, 
while their progress on the Monte B ildo 
cbuld only be u tested by bniu,iiig up 
Joubert in the utmost histc ft out the 
hnes before Mantua 
124 No sooner WHS this disastrous in 
telhgence received by N ipoleou,than he 
drew back his whole force through Vi 
cenza toVeiona, while Aivin/i, who 
was himself preparuigtf; retire, alter his 
oheck on the preceding day iiiimedi itely 
resumed the ofifensive Napoleon in 
person proceeded, with such tioops as 
he could collect, lu the utmo'st haste 
to the Monte Baldo, whcic he found 
the division of Vaubois all assembled 
on the plateau of ilivoh and so much 
reinforced as to be able to withstand 
an attack He here deemed it iiect s 
sary to make a severe example of the 
regiments whose panic had so nearly 
pioved fatal to the armv CollecfciUj^ 
the troops into a cucU, he ad<lrcsscd 
them, with a severe tone, in these 
words— bo] diers I am displeased with 
you You have evinced neither disci 
plme not valour, nor constancy You 
have allowed yoursi Ives to be ch \^cd 
from positions where a hindtuL oi ic 
solute men might have ariosfccd an 
at my Soldiers of the ^9th and 
you aienolonger French soldiers Chiet 
of the staff, cause it to be wiitteii on 
their standards, are no imufo oj 
the Army of Italy These tcnibie 
words, pronounced with a menacing 
voice, filled these brave legimeiits with 
consternation The laws ot disci plme 
could not restram the ^unds of giief 
which burst from their raiks They 
broke their array, and, crowding round 
the general, ent^ted that he would 
l^ad them into action, and give them 
an opportunity of showing whether they 
were not of the Army of Italy Napo 
Icon consoled them by some kind ex 
presHions and, feigning to yield to their 
pr tyoi < 4 , promised to suspend the order 
A few days after, they behaved with un 
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common gallantry, and rtgamed th«ir 
place in Lxs eateem 

125 Notwithstandmg his check on 

the Brtnta, the operations ol Alvin?i 
had hitherto been crowned with the 
most bnihiint success He had re 
gained possession of the whole of the 
Italian Ijrol, and of all the plain of 
Italy between that nver and the Adige 
But the most difficult part still re¬ 
mained, which was to pass the latter 
stream in the face of the enemy, and 
eflect a junction with the right wing, 
undm Davidovich, which hod aclueved 
such nnxioitant advantages He fol 
lowei) the retiring columns of the Re 
publicans, who took a position on the 
heights ot Cnldiero, determined to dc 
fend the road to Veroni to the vei-y 
uttermost Napoleon aiTived there 
fiom the Monte Baldo, on the evening, 
of tlie 10th, and resolved to attack Al 
vinzi on the following day, who had 
occupied a stiong position directly m 
front his left resting on the marshes of 
Arcol I uid his right on the heights of 
C Dll' no and the village of Colognola. 
Missena was directed to attack the 
right which appeared the most ao 
ccssiblc, ciud his advanced guard sue 
ceeded m ascending an eminence, sur 
mounted by a mill which the Austrian 
geiicial had neglected to occupy, but 
the luipeiiahsts, returning in force, re 
gained the post, and m idc the bngade 
prHoneis Ihe action continued the 
remainder of the day along the whole 
line, without decisive success to either 
party, but the lain, which fell in tor^ 
rents and the mud, which clogged the 
wheels, prevented the I rench artillery 
from being brought up to mett the file 
of the Austrian cannon, which in posi 
tion thundered with terrible effi ct upon 
the R( pubhean columns ^ eaiicd and 
dispirited, they^^drew back at night, 
yielding for the first time in the cam 
jiaign, the victory m a pitched battle to 
then enemies ' 

126 The situation of Napoleon wras > 
now to all appearance utterly despei ite 
He had V>ten weakened by the loss of 
four thousand men under Vaubois and 
threo tliuiisand m the recent actions 
with Alviuoi, his troops, dispirited by 
these disasters, had lost much of their 


confidence and courage, and a depress* 
ing feeling of the git at strength oi the 
enemy had entereil every bieast The 
army, it was true, had still the mlvaii 
tage of a central position at \ erona m 
the midst of their enemies, but they 
could resume the ofiensive in no direc 
tion with any api)earance of success 
In the north they were arrested by the 
defiles ot the Tyiul, m the eist by the 
position of Coldiero known by lecent 
oxjjenence tojie im))! egnable, m the 
south, the blocKoamg l?mje was haidly 
ab>e to make head iigamst the irequent 
sorties of the ganison ot Mantua, llie 
pel il of their situation was rapidly and 
fully perceived by the iieiich soldiers, 
more capable thau any others in Europe 
of judging of the probable course of 
events, and extremely susceptible of 
stiong impressions and it reqmitd all 
the art of their general, aided by the 
eloquenct of his lieutenants, to hinder 
them from smkmg under tin ir micfor 
tunes. Napoleon wi ote in the most de¬ 
sponding terms to the Ducctory, but 
m public he assumed the appearance 
of confidence, and he wounded in the 
rear, hearing of the penl of tht army, 
began to issue, with their wounds yet 
uuheiled, from the hospitals * 

* The glootuv atiticipations of TSapoleou at 
this pcuod are depicted ni the fol 

lowing luterOBting secrot dcspitcli to the 
J>ircc&ry 11 the ovonts I ha^ o to rpcfwuit 
ore not piopiMt ua you will not i^ribe i to 
thoarm^ its lufcnonty and the exhaustion 
of its brave men give me every reason to 
fear for it I erhaps we ire on the evo of 
losing. Italv I'toiio of the pmnused Buecoura 
huvo an ivod they tiro all an osted ut 1 y ons 
ox Marsuille*> ihe aetivity of our govenj 
picut at the fommeucimeut of the wir 
alone give you an idea ol tho energy ol the 
court of Vienna li.ird1y i day elapses that 
they do not leccive hve thousiud men and 
for two inouthN 1 have only betii joined by 
a sm|,lc battahon I do my duty the army 
dous its part my 8o<il islaecntiul but my 
lousncucc 18 at ease 1 ncvci received a 
fourth part of the succouis which the luuua- 
ter of war annouhcea in his dt sjiatchea 

Xo dav I shall iilow tho ti oops to repose 
but to monow wo shall renew ouroj>eratioiis 
I despair ot preventing the rtusiug tho block 
adc ot {^antua should that disa^r arrive 
w < shall soon b'o behind the Adda, if not ov or 
tile Alps Iho wounded are few but they 
are tlie HtU of tho mny Our best officers 
ore atruck ilowu the Army ot Italy redue(^ 
to a handful of heroes is exhausted The 
heroes of Lodi of Millcaimo of CastigUono, 
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out any regard to the fcruful odds to 


127 But the genius of Napoleon did 
not desert him in this dilemma, and his 
fortitude was equ il to the tenible crisis 
in which his Rfifairs were placed With 
out communicating hia design to any 
one he orden d the whole army to be 
under arms at nightfall on the 14th 
November and they began then march 
lu three columns crossed the Adige, 
ind took the road to Mil in The hour 
of departuie, the route, the universal 
ignoiance in regain tp their destmation 
all inspired thr belief that they were 
ibout to retieat, and relinquish to tltair 
rivals the plains of Italy Breathless 
witl\ anxiety, the troops defiled through 
the trrsfem gates of Verona, not a word 
w 08 spoken in the ranks, gnef filled*' 
every heart m the dark columns the 
measured head of marching men alone 
was hesrd Suddenly the older was 
given to turn rapidly to the left, and 
ill the corps, descending the course of 
the Adige ailived before daybreak at 
Ilonco There they found a bndge of 
boats prepared, and the whole troops 
were rapidly passed to the other side, 
and found themselves in an immense 
Rca of morasses A gent rol fee hng of 
■joy was immediately diffused over the 
army , the soldiers now pexceived that 
the contest for Italy was not ab indoned, 
and, passing quickly from one extreme 
to inothei, prepareel with alacrity to 
followthefootstepsoftheii leader,with 

ot Boasano are dead, or m hospital there 
rc muns only their reputation and the pnde 
thov have i,ivui to tho soldiers Joubert 
••I'lnuSHe Victor Murat, Chariot iro wound 
ed wc arc abandoned in tho extremity of 
Itih 

I havo lost fow soldiers but those who 
havt fillen are tho flowtr uf tho army whom 
it IS impOHsihlo to replace Such as remain 
h ivt dovotod themselves to death Perhaps 
the hour of the brave Augereau of the in 
tropid Massena of Bcrtluer is aliout to 
strike what then will become of those 
bra\c soldiers’ This consideration renders 
me clrcumsfiect I know not how to brave 
death wht n it would so oortiunlj be the nun 
of those who liavo so lonj^ boon the object ot 
ray solicitude 

Ill a few flays we shall make a last effort 
shoiiH fortime prove favourablt, V |0 shall 
take Mantua, and with it Tt*dy 11^*1 re 
ceived tho 88d throe thousand five hundred 
strong; 1 would havo onSwerod for cierv 
thing in a few days forty thousand men will 
porlups not give me the same socurity — 
CoT^/UUrUtal Dupatch 14th Nov u 24e'iul 


which they were exposed 

128 Having peiccived, dunng the 
former action at Caldiero, that tlu posi 
tion was too strong to be earned by an 
attack in front, Napoleon had resolvtd 
to assail it in flank, by the village of 
Abcola, and for th it purpose plact d Ins 
array m the midst of the mor isses 
which stretch fi om thence to the bonks 
of tho Po He thought with reisou 
that, on tlie nanow causew lys which 
traversed these marshes, the supcrioi 
ity of numbeifl on the part of the eucmj 
would be unav ulmg eve lything would 
come to depend on the resolution of the 
heads of columns, and he hoped tint 
the courage of his soldiers, restored bv 
bung thus brought to combat on equ d 
terms with the enemy and animitcd 
by this novel spetits of warfiue, would 
prevail over the discipline and tenacity 
of the Gormans The position which 
he had chosen was smgul ixly well nd 
apted for the purpose in view Three 
chauBS^es branch off from Ronco one 
followmg the left bank of the Adige as 
cends that nver to Veiona, another, m 
the centre le ids straight to Areola, by 
a stone bridge over the little strt im of 
the Alpon , the third, ontlie light, fol 
low 8 the descending course of the Adige, 
along its right bank, to Albori <!< > Tin ee 
columns were moved forwai d on thcbt 
chauss(^ea that on the h ft w as dc'^tined 
to approach Verona, and observe th it 
town BO as to secure it from any sud 
den attack of the enemy, that in the 
^ ntre, to attack the flank of their po<3i 
tion by tho village of Areola, that on 
the right, to cut off their retrt it 

129 At daybreak on the 15th Ma 
seni advanced on the first chan^sdc as 
far 03 a small eminence, which brought 
him m Bight of the steeples of Verona, 
and removed all anx^ty in that quar 
ter as to the ultimate destination of the 
troops Augereau with the division in 
the centre, pushed, without being pei 
jceived, to the budge of Areola, but his 
advanced guard waw there met bv thieo 
battalions of Croats, who kept up so 
heavy a fire on the licad of the column, 

that notwithstanding the greatest ex 

ertions on the part of the soldiers, they 
were dnven back. In vain Augereau 
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himst ]f ha»te3ied to the frout and ''ed 
tht.m again to the chaigo, the fire at 
tin bridge w u? 90 violent that h< was 
a) i ested, md compelled to halt Mein 
A\hiJ^ Alviii/i, whose attention was 
fi\t d on Vei oiia, where ho imagined the 
}>ull of the enemy s forces to be, was 
confounded in the morning it heuing 
a viokut lire in the marshes At first 
bu imagined thit it was meieiy a few 
light troujis, but soon intelligeuee ar 
rived from all quarteis thit the enemy 
w ei e adv iiieiiig in force on all the dikes, 
and threatened the flank au<l the lear 
ol his position Ho imim diately des 
p itched two divisions along the chaub 
Btes by which the enemy was approach 
ing, that commanded by Mitiouski ad 
V \x\i ed to defend the viUago of Aicola, 
while tliat under Provera marched 
ag iiDst the division ot Masseua. The 
1 itter column soon commenced an at 
tick on their antagonists, but they 
were unable to withst iudthc impetuous 
shock of Maasena s gienadiers, and were 
driven back w itliheavy loss Mitrouski, 
at tlie same time, passed through Ar 
cola, ciohsed the bridge, and attacked 
the corps of Augereau, but they also 
were lepulsed, and followed to the 
bndgi by the victorious hrenclL Theie 
commenced a desperate strugglfe the 
Republican column advanced with the 
utmost intrepidity, but they were re 
ceived with so tiemendous a fire fiom 
the artillery in front, and a line of in 
fintry stationed along the banks of the 
Alpon in flank, that they staggered and 
fell back 

130 Napoleon, deeming the posses 
Bion of Areola indispensable, not only to 
his future operations, but to the safety 
of his oivn army, put himself with his 
generals at the head of the column, 
seized a standard, advanced without 
Bhrmkmg through a tempest of shot, 
and planted it cti the middle of the 
bridge But tlie fire there became so 
violent that his grenadiers hesitated, 
and, seizing the general in their arms, 
bore him back amidst a cloud of smoke, 
the dead and the dying, and, to prevent 
his being made prisoner, hid him among 
some alder bushes in the morass on the 
side of the road The Austrians in 
stantly rushed over the bridge, and 


pushed the crowd of fugitives into the 
marsh, where Napoleon lay up to the 
middle m water, while the % at my s 
soldieis for a minute surrounded liim 
on all sides. Ihe brench grcnadien 
soon perceived that their commander 
was left behind , the cry i an through 
their ranks, “ Forward to save the gon 
eral ’ and returning to the charge, they 
drove back the Austrians, and extn 
cated Napoleon from his perilous wtua 
tion Dunngtbisterriblc strife, Lanaea 
loceived thicef wiJiindw Hus aide de 
caipp, Meuro i, was kilkd by his side, 
whencoveiinghisgeneral with Jnsbody, 
and almost all his personal staff were 
badly wounded Meanwhile Guhux, 
who commanded the column which had 
be( n moved against Albaredo, had cioss 
ed the Adige, passed through tliat place, 
and was diiectly in rear of the viUaji^c 
of Areola but it was too late During 
the desperato stand theie made by the 
Austrians, Alvinzi hod gained time to 
diaw ofi his baggage md artillery, and 
itwasnolongerpoasibletotakethi ene 
my in rear The Austrians abandoned 
Aicola, and drew up fhtir army f icing 
tho marshes, at the foot of the heights 
of Caldiero In the night, Napoleon, 
on his Bide, withdrew his forces to the 
right bank of the Adige, leaving only 
an advanced guard on the left bank, 
while tho Austrians re-occupied the vil 
logo of Areola, and all the ground which 
h^ been so vehemently disputed on 
the preceding day The following day 
they even advanced, in the confidence 
of victory, along the dikes, to within 
BIX hundred yards of tho village of Ron 
CO, but when they weie thus fai en 
gaged in tho defiles, theFrench attacked 
the m with the bayonet, and drove back 
then columns, after an obstinate en 
gagement, to tho vicinity of Areola. 
The batHe continued the whole day 
with vaiiouB success, tfud at nightfall 
both parties retired, the Austrians over 
the Alpon, the Repubheans across the 
Adige 

^ 131 Dunngthe whole of these event 
ful big ^ith the fate of Italy and 
the world, the conduct of the Austnan 
generals was tiimd, and unworthy of 
the brave troops whom they command 
ed Davidovich, while the contest was 
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raging on the lower Adige, remained in umn, and leading the Boldiei h on with 
total inactivity ou the upper part of hiB hat on the point of his aworti To 
that stream, while Alvinzi, fettered by wards noon, however, Napoleon per 
secret matructions fi om the Auhe Coun ceivmg that the enemy w ei e eAhausted 
cil to altempt uothuig hazardouu, and with fatigue, while his own soldiers 
rather keep on the defensive, in order to were comparativelj fresh, deemed the 
focihtite the aecret negotiations which monicut for decisive success arrived, 
weie going forward or about to com and ordered a general charge of all his 
mence, repeatedly halted m the caieer forces along both chaussdes, and hav 
of success, and lost the fairest oppor mg cleai'ed them of the enemy, lud 
tunitiea of crushing hia adversary Na forced the p msage of the Alpou, with 
poleon aware, from tbetreacherywhich the greater part of Musscu i s division 
constantly pwi^le^ al the Imperial by a flying bndge neai its confluence 
headquat^iN, of these secret rest^e with the Adige, he formed hm tioops 
tions, augmented the irresolution of the in order of battle at their extremitj, on 
comm wider in chief by privately des tho firm ground, having the i ight to 
patc^hing intelligence from Veiona to wards Porto Legnago and the left at 
him of the ipproaching mission of Areola. By orders of the French gen 
CUrkotoconductuegotiationsforpeacoJ' oial, the garrison of the former plicc 
of the conierences opened at Pans with issued fo^ with tour pieces of cannon, 
Groit Biiloin and the probability of and debouched by ban Gicgirio so is 
an immedute accommodation. Alvin^i totakethc euemj mieor while i body 
rejected the proposal for an aimistice of trumpoters was sent, undtr ciivcr of 
whi<n he matle, but suspended hia the willows, to their exticme left flank, 
movements to join Davidovich and with ordtis to sound a chaigt., is soon 
piialysed every successful operation for as the action was fully engaged along 
i ai of injunug the negotiations To the whole Ime These moisuKS weie 
such a length did this timidity proceed, completely successful The Austiiau 
that wlicn, after the repulse of the commaudci while biavely resisting in 
Irench fi om Areola, his bravest oflicers front heaiinga cannonade in his re u, 
bcbought him instantly to form a junc and the trumpets os of a whole division 
tion with Davidovich, and teitninate of cavalry on his flank, ordered a le 
the Will by a general attack on Veiona, treat, and after a desperate struggle of 
instead of following the heroic advice three days duiation, yielded the vie 
he retired towards VicenzaM tory to his enemies Al\ inzi had sta 

ltl2 Again the sun rose on this dread tioned eight thoosind men in (chelou 
fill scene of carnage, and both parties along his line of retxeat, so that he was 
advanced with diminished numbers enabled to retire in good older, and 
but nndecaying fury, to the struggle with very little fiiither loss It was so 
which was to decide the fate of l^y apparent to all the Austrian army that 
Thty met in the middle of the dikes, tto last retreat was tlie lesult of a 
and fought with the utmost animosity secret understanding with the French 
The krench column lu the centre was general, and connected with the iiego 
routed, and driven hack so for that the taotion now m progress, that they open 
Austiiaii balls fell upon the bndge of ly and loudly expressed then ludigna 
Ronco, when the action was restor^ by fcion One colonel broke his swoid in 
a regiment which Napoleon had placed pieces, and declared ke would no longer 
in ambuscade among the willows on the serve under a commander whose con 
Bide of the road, and which attacked the duct brought disgrace on hia troops 
victorious column m flank, when dis Certain it is, that Alvinzi, during this 
ordered by success, with such vigour,^ dreadful strife at Areola, had neither 
that they were almost 9 II diiw®p into evinced the capacity not the spirit of 
the marshes. Massena, on his side, ex a general worthy to combat with Na 
peneiiCt^d similar vicifisitudea, and wae poleon not that ho was in reality do 
only ciiable<l to keep his gioand by ficient in either, but that the ruinous 
placing liimself at the head of the col restrictions of the Aulic Council para 
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lysed all hi^ movements, and the 
dread of ba/arding anything on the 
eve of i negotiation made him throw 
away every chance of success 

1^3 While this desperate struggle 
was going foiward in the marshes of 
Arcol-i, llavidovich, who hod opened 
the camx>KUgu with such bnlliant sue 
cess, was far fiom following up his ad 
vautagos with the vigoui which migh^ 
have been expected He merely od 
vanced with hia foices to the ueigh 
bouihood of Verona on the 18th, fol 
lowing Vaubois, who abandoned the 
positions of Corona and Rivoli on his 
'ipproach, wheieas, had he pressed him 
huid on the preceding days, Napoleon 
would have been compelled to cross the 
Adige and laisethe siege of Mmiut 
Without losing an instant the French 
general returned with a huge port ot 
Ills forces through Veiona, and com 
pelled Davidovich to retire into the 
Tyrol —the h reuch reeuming their old 
positions at Coron i and Rivoli, while 
Augtreau drove the enemy &om Dolcc, 
with the loss of one thousand prisoners 
and nine pieces of cannon The in 
habitants of Veiona were lost in as 
tonwhment when they beheld the anny 
which had left their walls by the gate 
of Milan, three days before, return in 
triumph, after bo temblo a combat, by 
the gitc of Venice , and, without halt¬ 
ing piKs through the town to make 
head against the fresh enemies who ap 
proached fiom the TyioL Alvm^i, 
when Napoh on was absent in pursuit 
of Davidovich advanced towards Ver 
ona, now chiefly occupied by invalids 
and wounded men, and a univerBoI joy 
pervaded the aimy when the ordei to 
march in that dilution w as given But 
his old irresolution soon leturned, the 
instructions of the Aulic Council pre 
vailed over his better genius, and the 
final order to^^o^tire to Vicenza again 
spread grief and despair among his 
heroic followers. 

134 The results of the battle of Ar 
cola, how glorious soever to the Frenlh 
arms, were by no moans so decisive as 
those of the previous victoiies gained 
in the campaign The actions had been 
most obstinately contested, andthough 
the Impen diets ultimately xetired, and 


Mantua waa imrelieved, yet the victors 
were ueaily as math weakuud as the 
vanquished 1 he loss of tlic L i ench in 
all the actions, including tliosc with 
D ividovich, was fifteen thousand men, 
while that o£ the Austiians did not ix 
ceed eighteen thousand ].)iiiing tlio 
confusion consequent on such desperate 
engagements, the garnsori of Mantua 
made frequent borties, and Wurmsci 
availed himself with such skill of the 
temporary inten igition of the block 
adc, that cutsiderili]^ convojb of pro 
visions wei e nitroduc d into tlie place 
By putting tbo gttinson on b lif i itionn, 
and calculating on the great moi-tnlity 
among the ti*oops, which d uly dimm 
ishcd then numbe , ht still h ul hopes 
that ho could maintun bis position till 
a fourth eflort was made loi his relief 
33^ The intelligence of these haid 
fought Tictoues excited the most cn 
thnsiastic transports throughout ill 
i ranoc The battle of Arei>la 111 ily, 

with its dcBjicrate chances aud ptiduus 
passages, waa the object of uuiVLrsal 
admiration The people were never 
weaiy of celebiating the genius which 
had select* d, amidst the dikes of Rouco, 
a field of battle where numbers wcic 
unavailing and coui age in esistible, ami 
of admmugtheheroic intrepidity which 
made the s^dier forget the genei oJ md 
recalled the exploits of the knights of 
rom mce Eveiywhere medals were cx 
hibited of the young general ou the 
budge of Areola, with tht standaid in 
hiB hand, in the midst of tlie fire and 
smoke 1 he Oouncila decreed that tl^c 
Army of Italy bad dtserved well of the 
country, and that the standuds which 
Napoleon and Augereau had home on 
that memorable occaaiou should be 
given to them, to be preserved as pre 
ciouB ttophies m then families 

136 Nor were the Austimus leas 
dibtmguishedbypatnoticfetling \\ hen 
the tniimphs oi the Archduke Chailes 
on the Danube had saved Qcrm iiiv and 
raised to the highest pitch the aidour 
oi the people, the reverses in Italy came 
to^damp tjfe general joy, and lenew, in 
a quarter where it waa least expected, 
the peril of the monarchy With un 
oonquei-able resolution they pieparcd 
to face the danger, the afleciionate 
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ardour of the Hereditary States showed 
itself m the momeut of alarm, the peo 
pie everywhere flew to arms, numerous 
battalions of volunteers weie formed, to 
repau the chasms in the regular forces, 
Vienna *110116 raised fotu regiments, 
which r< ceivod staudardfl embroidered 
by the hand of the Empress, and, be 
fore the end of the year, a foui th army 
was formed in the mountains of Friuh 
and the Tyrol, not inf^ior either m 
numbers or resolutvpii to those which 
had wiated awa^i^jander the sword of 
Jvapoleon 

137 After the battle of Areola, the ne 
gotiation, the commencement of which 
had b^nattended with suchfatal eflects 
to the Imperial fortunes during the ac¬ 
tion, was continued with the gieatest 
activity between the headquarters of 
the two armies General Clarke, the 
Republican envoy, aruved at the head 
quaiters of Napoleon, and it was at first 
proposed to conclude an armistice of 
thiee months, in order to facilitate the 
negotiations, but this the French gen 
er^, who saw the command of Italy on 
the point of slipping from his grasp, 
and was well aware that the fate of the 
War depended on Mantua, resolutely 
opposed * Clarke, howevei, continued 
to argue in favour of the armistice, and 
produced the instructions of his govei n | 
ment, which were precise on that point, 
but Napoleon, secure of the support of 
Barr is, at once let him know that he 
was icsolved not to share his authonty 
with 'my one ** If you come here to 
qbey me, * said he, “ I will always see 
you with pleasure, if not, the sooner 

* * Masters of Mantua said he, the 
enemy will be too luippy to leave ua the 
of the Rhine But if an artnisbce is con 
eluded we must abandon that fortress till 
May and then find it completely provisioned 
80 that its fall cannot be reckons ou before 
the unhealthy months of autumn We will 
lose the money (80 000 ObO) we expect 
Home which oaunot be influenced but by 
the £U1 of Mantua and the Bmperor being 
lu iTer tho sc one of action, will recruit bis 
army much more efibctually than we 

in tho opening of the campaign wo «ha l i 
bo inferior to the enemy Fi^en days re¬ 
pose IS of essential service to the Anfty of 
IhUy three months would nun it To coh 
elude an armistice just now is to cut our- 
ftcivcs off from all chance of success—in a 
word everything depends on the M of Man 
tua. — Corrwp Conjld. li 423 
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you return to those who sent you the 
better 

138 Claike felt he waa mastered, 
he did not uiswer a word fiom that 
momeut the negotiation fell entirely 
into the hinds of Napoleon, and came 
to nothing So completely indeed, did 
the Republican envoy fall under the 
government of the young general that 
he himself wrote to the Du ectoiy — ' It 
IS indispensable that the general in 
chief should conduct all the diplomatic 
operations in Italy *' and thenceforth 
is attention was almost entirely con 
ned to arresting the scandalous depre 
dations of the ci\ il and military autho 
nties, both ou the Italian states and 
the funds of the Repubhc—an emidoy 
ipent which soon absorbed all his time, 
and was attended with as little success 
as the attempts of Napoleon himself 
had been The conferences which were 
opened at Vicenza m December, were 
broken up on the 3d Tanuaiy, without 
having M to any result, and it w is 
resolved to try once more the fate of 
arms For two months after the battle 
of Areola, and during this negotiation, 
both parties remained in a state of in 
activity, itnd great efforts were made 
on either side to recruit the armies lor 
the final contest which was ajiproach 
ing Scarce a day elapsed without 
dense and ardent battalions joining 
the Im^nal standards Napoleon aho 
1 received considerable reinforcements 
numbers of the sick were discharged 
from the hospitals, and rejoined their 
ranks on the approach of ibe cold wea 
ther, and ten ^ousand men flocked to 
his standards from the interior, so that, 
by the beginning of January 1797, he 
had forty six thousand men underarms 
Ten thousand blockaded Mantua, and 
the remamder of the army was on the 
Ime of the Adige, from the edge of the 
Fo to the rocks of the Monte Baldo 
189 It was high time that the Im 
penalists should advance to the relief 
of Mantua, for it was now reduced to 
tEe last extremity from want of provi 
Bions At a council of war, held in the 
end of December, it was decided that it 
was mdispensabie that mstant mtelli 
gence should be sent to Alvinzi of their 
desperate situation A Bntish officer 
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att*icbecl to the gamson volunteered to sultory fire along the whole line of the 
pciloiin m pGi* 80 u the perilous mission lower Adige tor some time Napoleon 
which he executed with equal courage was uncertain on which side the pnii 
and addiebs He sot out, disguised as cipal attack would be mide, but soon 
a peasant, from Mantua, on the 29th the alarming accoimts of the great dis 
December, atmghtfah, in the midst of play of force on the upper pait ol the 
a deep fall of snow, eluded the vigil river, and the secret intelbgence which 
ance of tlio French patrols, and, after he itceived from ticacheiy at the Aus 
burmounting a thousand haidahipa and trian heiidquarteis, left no doubt that 
dongcis, imved at the headquarters of the enemy's pimcipal forces were euccu 
Alvm/i at Bossauo, on the 4th Janu mulated near Rivoli, and accordingly 
iry the day after the conferences at he set out wit^ t]^e ^hole centre of his 
Vicenza were broken up Great des army to support Joubt?t who was there 
times awaited this enterprising officer struggling with immensely superior 
Ho was Colonel Guaiiam,* afterwards forces He arrived at two in the mom 
-victoi at Bin ossa, and the first general ing on the plateau of Rivou ♦The 
who planted the British standard on weather was clear and beautiful, an 
the soil of hi ance .unclouded moon silvered the fir clad 

140 Ihe Austrian plan of attxckoni precipices of the mountains, but the 

this occasion wis matenally different horizon to the northwaid was lUumin 
from what it had formerly been. Ad ated by the fires of innumerable bivou 
ht nng still to then favourite system of acs, and from the neighbouring heights 
dividing their forces, and bemjg masters his expenenced eye could diaco\ ci the 
of the course of the Breuta from Bas lights of ncaily forty thousand men 
miio to Hoveredo, they tiansferred the This great force was divided into five 
bulk of their txoops to the upper Adige, columns, which filled the whole space 
whore Alvinvi himself took the com between the Adige and ihe lake of 
mand of thirty five thousand men. A Garda, the principal one, under Quas 
suboidinite ioice of fifteen thousand danovich, composed of all the aitiUery, 
was destmed to advance by the plain of cavaliy, and a strong body of greu 
Padu i to M intua, with a view to raise adiers, followed the high road, and was 
the siege, extricate Wurmser, and push destined to mount the plateau by the 
on to the I cclesiastical States, where steep zigzag ascent on the right of the 
tlu Pope had recently been making French position Thiee other corps of 
gicat preparations, and from whose le infantiy received oideis to cbmb the 
vies it wdti hoped the numerous staff amphitheatre of mountains which sur 
and di^mouutc^diagoonsof the veteran rounded it m front, and, when the ac 
mai bhal would form an t fficient force tiou was engaged on the high road, de 
This project had every appearance of scend upon the French army, while a 
success, but, unfortunately, it became fifth, under Lusignan, was duected to 
known to the trench general, from wind round the base of the plateau, 
tlie despatches which announced it to gain the high road in the rear, and cut 
Wurmser falling into his hands, as the off their retreat to Verona, The plan 
mesaongei who bore them was on the was ably conceived, and had nearly 
point of clearing the last Imes of the succeeded, with a general of infenor 
blockade of Mantua. ability to Napoleon, and tioops of less 

141 On the 12lh January 1797, the I'esolution than his army, it unquea 
advanced guard of Alvmzi att icked the tion ibly would have done so 
Republican post<^ on the Monte Baldo, 142 To oppose t^a formidable force, 
and forced them back to the plateau of ^apoleon had only thirty thousand 
Rivoli, while, on the same day, the men, but ho had the advantage of bemg 
tioops in the plain pushed forward, m position on*a plain, elevated among 
diove mall the French videttes towards the mountains, while hia adversanea 
Porto Leguago, and mamtained a de must necessarily be fatigued in endeav 

* The late Lord Lyuedoch ouring to reach it. He had, moreover, 
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Bixty pieces of cannon, and a numerous 
body of cavalry, m excellent condition 
He immediately perceived that it was 
necessary, at aU tiazards, to keep his 
ground on the plateau, and, by so do 
lag, ho hoped to prevent the junction 
of the enemy's masses, and overthrow 
them separately, as they were toiling 
up the Bteep to commence the attack. 
Before daybreak he moved foiward the 
tirailleurs of Joubert, to diive back the 
advanced posts pf %h< In^penalists, who I 
Had already as^nded to the plateau, | 
and, by the light of the moon, arranged 
his whole force with admirable pre 
cision on its summit 

143 The action began at nine o’clock, 
by the Austiian columns, which de 
Bcended from the semicircular heights * 
of the Monte Boldo, attadcing the 
h rench left. After a desperate resist¬ 
ance, the regiments stationed there 
wei e broken, and fled m disorder, upon 
which Napoleon galloped to the -village 
of Rivoli, where the division of Mas 
sena, which had marched all night, was 
reposing fiom its &tigues, led it to 
the front, and, by a vigorous charge, re 
stored the combat in that quarter This 
check, however, had forced Joubert on 
the right to give ground, the divisions 
m front pressed down upon the pla 
teau, while at the same mstant the 
head of the column of the Imperial 
grenadiers appeared at the top of the 
jgrag wmdmgs of the high road, hav 
mg bymcrcdible efforts of valour forced 
that perilous ascent, and their cavalry 
and artillexy began to debouch upon 
the level surface at its summit. Mean 
while, the cbvisiott of liusignan, which 
had wound unperceived lound the left 
flank of the Republicans, appeared di 
rectly in their rear, and the Imperial 
soldiers, deeming the destruction of the 
French army certain, gave loud cheers 
on all sides, which were re echoed fiom 
the surrounding clifiFs, and clapped their 
bands, os they suQpessive^ took up 
their ground The Republicans, aU 
tacked in front, flank, and re^ at the 
same time, saw then t^treat cAit off, 
and no resource from the bayonets of 
the Austnons, but in the precipices of 
the mountama 

144 At this perilous moment thej 
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presence of nund of Napoleon did not 
forsake him. He instantly, in order to 
gam time, sent a flag of truce to A1 
vinzi, proposing a suspension of ai*ms 
for half an hour, as he had some pro 
positions to make in consequence of tht 
arrival of a counei with desp itches 
from Pans The A ustnau general, ever 
acting on the idea so unhappily im 
pressed on all its officers by tin Impe 
nal government, that military weie to 
be subordinate to diplonutic opera 
tions, fell into the snare the suspen 
BioD, at the cntical moment, WHS igieed 
to, «uid the march of the Austnans 
was arrested at the very moment when 
the soldiers, with loud shouts, weie e-^ 
claiming— We have them ^ wc hue 
them ^ Junot repaired to the Aub 
tnan headquarters, from whence, after 
a conference of an hour, he returned, 
as might have been expected -without 
having come -bo any accommodation 
but meanwhile the ciitical peiiod had 
passed, Napoleon had gamed time to 
tace the danger, and mode the move 
ments requisite to repel these numerous 
attacks Joubert, with the li^ht m 
fantiy, was orderetl to face abf»ut on 
the extreme right to oppose Qu isdino 
vich, Leclerc andLasolle,with thcliglit 
cavalry and flying artillery, flew like 
wise to the menaced point, while a a 
gimeiit of infantry was directed to tht 
heights of Tiffaro, to make he id against 
Uie corps of Lusignan Far tiom being 
disconcerted by the appearduce of the 
teoopB m hiB rear, Napoleon exclaimed 
pointing to them, ** These an already 
our prisoners, and the confident tone 
m which he spoke soon comiuuuicatcd 
itself to the soldiers, who repeated the 
cheenng expression The head of Quaa 
dauovicb's division, which Imdso brave 
Iv won the ascent, received m front by 
a terrible Are of gra^ shot, charged on 
one flank by Ladles horse, and ex 
posed on the other to a clo&e discharge 
of musketiy from Joubert bioke and 
staggered backwards down the steep 
The fugitives, rushxngheadlongthrough 
the column which was toibug up soon 
threw the whole into inextncable con 
fusion, horse, foot, and cannon stxug 
gled together, under a plunging fire 
liom the 1 rench batteries, which blew 
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up some ammunition vaggon^j and pro 
duccd a of fnghtful diaordor No 
sooner was the plateau debvered from 
this flank attack^ than Napoleon acca 
muLatcd his forces on the troops which 
hod descended ^om the semicircle of 
the Monte Baldo, and that gallant 
band, dt^titute of artillery, and de 
privcd now of the expected aid &om 
the corps m dank, soon gave way, and 
ded in confusion to the mountains, 
wliere great numbers were made pn 
boners 

145 During these decisive successes, 
the division of Lnsignan had gamed 
ground on the troopb opposed to it, and 
came to the heights in reat of tho army 
in time to witness the destmction of i 
tne three divisions in the muiuitains» 
Irom that moment they foietsaw their 
own fate The victoiious troops were 
speedily directed agamst this brive di 
vifaioii, now isolated from all support 
and depicsbed by the luiii which it had 
witnessed in the other parts of the 
army hoi some tame they stood drm, 
but the fire of fifteen pieces of heavy 
artillery, to which they had nothing ^ 
oppose, at length compelled them to re 
treat, and bi fore tliey hivd receded far 
they met the division of Rey, the re 
serve of Ma^SLna, which was approach 
lug Such was the consteination pro 
duced by this unexpected appantion, 
that the whole division laid down its 
arms, while Quasdonovich, now left to 
his own lesouices, retired up the valley 
of the Adige, and the broken remmns 
of the centre divisions sought refuge 
behind the rocky bed of the Tasso 

140 Not content with these Bplen 
did tnumph*!, Napoleon, on the very 
night in which they were gamed, flew 
to tho asbistance of the troops on the 
lower Adige, with part of the division 
of Mdsscu i, whiG|i bad matched all the 
preceding night lud fought on the fol 
lowing day It was full time that he 
should do so, for on the very day on 
which the battle of Rivoh wis fought, I 
Provera had forced the passage of the | 
Adige at Anghiara, and marched be ! 
tween Augercau and the blockading j 
force by &^gueuetto to the neighbour 
hood of Mantua, the siege of which he 
threatened to raise on the following 


morning Augereau, it is true, had 
collected his forces, attacked the lear 
guard of the Austrians during their 
march, and taken fifteen bunded pri 
aoners and fourteen pieces of cauuon, 
but stdl the penl was imminent that 
the mam body of Provera s forces would 
gam the fort of St Geoi^e, an outwark 
of Mantua, and put ‘Uhe blockading 
force between two fires 1 ully aware 
of the danger, Napoleon marked all 
night and thg wj^olb of the followmg 
day, and arrived in ti!^ evening m the 
neighbourhood of Mantua. 

147 Meanwhile the hussars of Ho- 
hon/oUem, foi mmg Provera s advanced 
gUHid, presented themselves at sunrise 
on the 15th, at the gate oi Foit bt 
G^oige, and being dressed m white 
cloaks, were neculy mistaken loi a regi 
ment of hiench, and admitted wibhm 
the walls But the error having been 
discoveied by an old seigeant who was 
cutting wood near the gate, the draw 
bridge was suddenly drawn up, and the 
alarm communicate to the ganison. 
Hohenzolleni advanced at the gallop, 
but, before he could get in, the gat^ 
were closed, and a discharge of grape 
shot repulsed the assailants All that 
day, the gamson under Miollis com 
bat^ on the ramparts, and gave time 
foi the Bucoours from Rivoli to arrive 
Provera sent a boat across the lake to 
warn Wurmser of his approach, and 
concert a general attack, on the next 
day, upon the blockading foice, and 
in puisuanco oi the summons, the 
bivive veteran presented huuself ut the ^ 
trenches on the following morning with 
a large part of the gamson But the 
arrival of Napoleon not only frastrated 
all these preparations, but proved fatal 
to the Austnon division Duimg Uie 
night he pushedforward fouri egimenta, 
which he had brofight with him, be 
tween the forts of La Favonte and St 
George, so as to prevent Wmonsex 
fiom effecting a jjanction with the Jm 
penalists, who approached to raise the 
siege, and sti engtheued SeiTuner at the 
former pomtf in order to enable him to 
repel any attack from the gammon At 
daybreak, the battle commenced at all 
points Wurmser, after an obstinate 
coullict, was thrown back into the fortr 
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rees, while Provera, surrounded by 
superior forces, and tracked in all his 
doublings, like a tunous stag by luth 
less huntei'S, was compelled to lay down 
his irms, with six thousand men In 
tins ongagement the 57th regiment ac 
quired the surname of the lernble, 
from the fuiy with which it threw it¬ 
self on the Aiistnau line It was com 
maudcd by Victor, afterwards Duke 
of Eelluno, and one of the most dis 


tingiushed marslidls pf French em 


pue 


148 Thus, in throe days, by his sd 
mirablc dispositions, and the oxtraordi 
nary„activity of his troops, did Napo 
leon notonly defeat two Austrian armies 
of much greater force, taken togethei,* 
than his own, but took from them eigh 
te&n thousand prisoners, twenty four 
standards, and sixty pieces of cannon 
Such was the loss of^ the enemy besides, 
in killed and wounded, that the Im 
penalists were totally disabled from 
keeping the field, and the French left 
in undisputed possossion of the whole 
peninsul^ History has few examples to 
cxhibitof successes so decisive, achieved 
by forces so inconsiderable In their 
renort on these disasters, the Aulic 


• pLmn Victor afterwords Duke of Bcl 
luno woe bom la Marche in 1 orrainc m 
ITbf of humble 1 arents At fche a^e of fittcon 
he entered the irtillery but it was not till 
tl e period of the Hevolutiou tlmt ho obtoincl 
iny rapid advancemont In 1798 he was 
V itU his regiment at the siege of Toulon 
where he attracted the notice of Napoleon 
by the skill and precision with which the 
fire of his pieces was m'lintaincd and in 
consequence of his recommend itiou he wis 
made a generU of brigade lie was twice 
woundca during the siege but having re 
covered from these mjunes he received a 
c mmand in the following year in the amif 
of the liostoni Pyrenees and boro a distin 
Luished part m the sieges of Saint > Imo aiirl 
Bosus and in all the actions wliich took place 
in that quarter till tiie treaty of ^le termi 
noted the war with the Spanish monarchy 
Being then transferred to the Amy of Italy 
be commanded a brigade at the battle of Lo 
ano in autumn 17dl> and acquired distinction 
at the battle of Pego under Napoleon but his 
first g^^t exploit was in the actions against 
Provera at La Favorite and St Qeorge where 
his skill in combmatiou ani] veheir^ce of 
attack compelled that general to surrender 
with SIX thousand men In li»04 he was 
made a marshal of the empire and he bore 
a prominent part in all the campaigns of Na 
poleon down to his fall in 18U -^Siographte 
d49 CorUmporaim xx. 193 194 (Victor}* 


Council generously threw no blame on 
Alvinzi, but openly avowed the treach 
ery at their headquarteis, which made 
all their designs knpwnhofoie they were 
carried into execution “The chief 
f itahty, said they, “ consistetl in this, 
that our designs weie constantly mode 
known to the enemy before they ueie 
acted upon Treachery rendered abor 
tl ve the combinations of Marshal Wumi 
ser for the relief of Mantua , treachery 
plunged Alvinzi into all his inislor 
tunes General Buonaparte himselt 
sxys, in his report, that from diffeient 
sources he had become acquainted with 
the designs of the enemy befou then 
execution, and, on the last occasion, it 
was only on the 4th January that A1 
vinzi receded hii> instructions loi the 
attack and on the 2d January it was 
publihheii by Buonaparte in the Gazette 
of Milan Alvinzi, notwithstanding 
his disasters, was continued in favour 
but Provera was exiled to his estates 
in Cal mthia, upon the ground that he 
had transgressed his oidcrs m odvauc 
ing against Mantua liefore he had re 
ceived intelligence of the progreiS of 
Alvinzi 

149 This was the last effort of which 
Austn i was capable, and the immediate 
consequence of its defeat was the com 
plcto subjugation of the penmsul i The 
remuns of Alvmzis coips ictiied in 
opposite directions , one jiart towards 
Trent, and another towards Bassano 
Napoleon, whose gemus nevei appeared 
so strongly as m pursuing the rem uns 
of a beaten army, followed them up 
without intermission Laudon who 
bad taken post at Roveredo, with eight 
thousand men, m order to defend as 
long as poasihlfi the valley of the uppei 
Adige, was driven by Joubert sitcces 
aively from that town and Trent, with 
the loss of five hujidred prisoners, 
while Massena, by a rapid march ovei 
the mountains, made himself master of 
Pnmolano dosceuded into the gorges 
of the Val Sugana, turned the position 
of Bossano, and drove the Austrians, 
with the loss of a thousand pnsoners 
through Treviso and ovei the Taglia 

mento , where Alvinza at length by the 

valley of the Drave, reunited the rem 
nant of his scattered forces 
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150 Kotwiibst*indiiigtbet)edisaf»ters, 
tbo public spiiit of the Austri lu nion 
archy lemamed unsubdued, and the 
cabinet of Vienna continued unshaken 
in its resolution to prosecute the war 
with vigour On the other hand, the 
Directory were so much impressed with 
the immment nsk which the Italian 
army had run, both at Arcol i and Ki 
voli and the evident peril to the lie 
public from the rising fame and do 
iniueenng character of Napoleon, that 
they were very desirous of peace, and 
authoiiscd Clarke to sign it on condi 
tion that Belgium and the frontier of 
the Khine were given to France, an m 
demnity secured to the Stadtholdtr in 
Gei many, and all its possessions in Italy 
r< stored to Austria. But Napoleon 
again resolutely opposed these instruc 
tions, and would not Clarke to 

open the pi oposed negotiations ^ Be 
fore Mantua fills, said he, “ every ne 
gotiation IS pnematuro, and Mantua 
will bo m our hands in fifteen days 
These conditions will never meet with 
my appiobation The Bepublic is en 
titied, besides the frontier of the Rhine, 
to insist for the eshiblishmeut of a state 
an Italy, which may secure the h rench 
influence there, and retain in subjec 
tion Genoa, Sardinia, and the Pope 
AVithout that, Venice, enlightened at 
last as to its leol danger, will unite with 
the h mperor, and restrain the growth 
of democratic principles in its Italian 
possessions * The inhucnce of Napo 
leon again pi evaded, the pi oposed ue 
gotiation was never opened, md ClarLe 
lemained at Milan, occupied mth his 
subordinate but overwhelming duty of 
restrammg the rapacity of the commis 
Banes of the army 

I'll Mantua did not long hold out 
after the destruction of the last army 
destined for its iglief The half of its 
once numerous gamson was in the 
hospital they h^ consumed all their 
horses, andthetroops, placed for months 
on half rations, h^ nearly exhausted 
their provisions In this extremity 
Wurmsti pi oposed to feerruner to ca 
pitulate the French commander st ited 
that be could give no definite answoi 
till the ainval of the general m c^ef 
Napoleon m consequence hastened to 


Roverbella, where ho found Klenau, the 
Austrian aide de camp, exp itiatiiig on 
the powerful moons ot resistance which 
Wurmser possessed, and the great stores 
of piovisions which still remained m the 
magazines Wrapped in his cloak near 
the file, he overheard the conversation, 
without taking any part in it, or mak 
ing himself known When it was con 
eluded, he appioached the table, took 
up the pen, and wrote on the margin 
his answer t(x al^ tlfe propositions of 
i Wurmser an^ when^t was finished, 
saxl to Klenau, “ If Wurmser hail only 
provisions for eighteen or twenty days, 
and he spoke of suireudeiing, he would 
have merited noTavoiuable turns, but 
»1 respect the age the valour, and the 
' misfortunes of the marshal Heie are 
the conditions which 1 ofier him, if he 
surrender to moii ow should he delay 
a fortnight, a month, or two months, 
he shall have the same conditions he 
may wait till ho has consumed hia last 
morsel of bread I am now about to 
cross the Po to march upon Rome 
letum and communicate my mtentions 
to your general' The aide de camp, 
who now perceived that he was in the 
piesence of Napoleon, was iienetrated 
with giatitude for the generosity of the 
conqueror, and, findmg that it was 
uselessto dissemble, confessed that they 
had only provisions left for three days 
The terms of capitulation were mime 
diately agreed on Wurmser was al 
lowed to retire to Austria ivith all has 
staff and five hundred man, the re 
mainder of the gamson, ■which, includ * 
ing the sick, was still eighteen thousand 
strong, surrendered their aims, and 
were conveyed to Trieste to be ex 
changed iifty standards, a budge 
equipage, and above five hundred pieces 
of artillery, compnsmg all those cap 
tured at the r using of the first siege, 
fell into the hands of the conqueror 
Napoleon set out himself to Floience 
to conduetthe exp^tion against Rome, 
and Serruxier had the honour of seemg 
tlie marshal with all his staff defile be 
foie hfin Napoleon had too much 
giandeur of mmd to insult the van 
quished veteran by his owm presence on 
the occasion his delicacy was noted 
by all Rurope, and hke w statues of 
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Bnitua and Caasius at the funeral of 
Junia, be was the more present to the 
mind because he was withdrawn from 
the Bight 

152 Having achieved this great con 
quest, Napoleon directed his arms 
ag^unBt Rome The power which had 
vanquished, after so desperate a stnig 
gU, the strength of Austria, was not 
long of crushing the feeble forces of the 
bu pi erne Pontiff During the strife on 
the Adige, the Pope hax^ refused to ra 
tify the treaty of fiolog«d,^dhad openly 
engaged m hostile measures at the con 
elusion oi the campaign, m conjunction 
n itli the forces of Austria. The French 
ti oops, in consequence, crossed the Apen¬ 
nines and during the march Wurmser 
had an opportumtyof returning thegen 
eiouB conduct of his adversary, by put¬ 
ting liim on his guard against a conspir 
acy which had beep foimed agamst his 
Ufe, and was Uius the means of caus 
mg it to be frustrated The papal 
troops TV ere routed on the banks of the 
Semo like the other Italian armies, the 
infantry ffed on the fiist onset, before a 
shot had been heai*d to whisUe among 
the bayonets, and Junot, after two 
hours bard nding, found it impossible 
to make up with their cavalry Ancona 
was spee<iily taken with twelve hundred 
men, and one hundred and twenty pieces 
of cannon, while a small column on the 
other side of the Apennines pushed on 
as far as Foligno, and threatened Rome 
itself Nothing zemamed to the Vati 
can but submission, and peace was con 
• eluded at Tolentzno, on the 19th Feb- 
1 uory, on terms the most humiliating 
to the Holy See The Pope engaged to 
close his portsagtuxist the AUies, to cede 
Avignon and the Venaosin to France, to 
abandon Bologna, Fenara, and the 
whole of Romagna, to the allies of the 
Bepubhc in the ItUanese, to adnut a 
gamsou of French troops into Ancona, 
till the conclusion of a general peace, 
and to pay a contnbution of ^ity mil 
lions of francs to the victorious Repub 
lie. Besides this, he was obhged to buj> 
rendet a hundred of his pimcipifL works 
of art to the French commissioners, the 
trophies of ancient and modem genius 
weie seized with merciless r&paoity, 
and m a short time the noblest speci 


mensofthefineartswhich existed mthe 
world—^the Apollo Belvideie, the Lao 
coon, the Transfiguration of Raphael, 
the Madonna del Foligno, and the bt 
Jerome of Domeni chino—were removed 
to the bonk^ of the Seme 

153 This tieaty was concluded by 
the French under the idea that it would 
eventually prove fatal to the Holy Bee 
Napoleon proposed to overturn at once 
the papal government ** Can we not, 
said he, “unite Modena, Ferrara, md 
Romagna, and so form a powerful le 
pubbe ? May we not give Rome to the 
King ot Spain provided he recognises 
the new repubhc * 1 will give pe ice to 
the Pope on condition that he gives us 
tliree million of the treasure at Loretto, 
and pays the fifteen milbou which re 
mam for the armistice Rome cannot 
long exist deprived of its richest pos 
sessions , a revolution will speedily 
brt ak out thei e On then side, the Di 
rectory wiote as follows to Napoleon 
“Yourhabits of reflection, geuend must 
have taught you that tlio Korn in Ca 
thobc rebgion is the irreroucil ible en 
emy of the Repubhc The Diitctory, 
therefore, invite you to do everything 
in your power to destroy the papal gov 
emment, without m any degree com 
piomibingthe fate of yourarmy—either 
by subjecting Romo to another powti 
or, what would be better still, by eatab 
lishing in its interior such a govern 
meat as may render the lule of the 
priests odious and contemptible, secure 
the grand object that the Poj>e and the 
cardinals shall lose all hope oi remain 
mg at Rome, and may be compelled to 
seek an asylum in some foreign state, 
where they m ly be entirely stripped of 
tempoial power 

164 Such was the campaign of 1796 
—glonous to the French arms memor 
able in the history of the world Cer¬ 
tainly on no former occasion had sue 
cesses so great been achieved in so short 
a time, or powers so vast been von 
quished by forces so inconsiderable 
From maintaining a painAil contest on 
the moimtam ndges of their own fron 
tier, from defending the Var and the 
Maritime Alps, the Republicans found 
themselves ti ansported to the Tyrol and 
the Tagbameuto, threatening the her 
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editoiy Btatos of Aubtna, aud Bubduing 
the whole Bouthem powers of Italy 
An aimy which never mnstcred fifty 
thousand men in the field, though mam 
tamed by successive remfoPbements 
nearly at that amount, hatl not only 
biokeu through the bamer of the Alps, 
subdued Ihcdmont, conquered Lom 
baidy, aud humbled the whole Itahan 
states, butdefeated, and almost destroy 
td, lour powerful armies which Austrn 
raided to defend her posseBsions, and 
v^reuched the ke^s of Mantua from her 
grasp, under the eyes of the greatest 
successive arrays of armed men she had 
ever sent luto the field. Successes so 
immeuse, gamed against forces so vast 
and efforts so indefatigable, may al^ 
most be pronounced unparalleled in th^ 
auuals of war * 

155 Blit although its victories in the 
field had been so brilliant, the internal 
situition of the Republic was in the 
highest degiee discouraging, aud it was 
more tlian doubttul whel^er it could 
continue for any length of time even 
so glorious a contest. Its condition, is 
clearly depicted in a secret report, pie 
seuted by order of the Directory, on 
20tli December 1796, by General Clarke 
to Napoleon —“ The lassitude of w ar 
IS espeiienced m all parts of the Repub 
lie The people ardently desire peace, 
then munnurs are loud that it is not 
already concluded. The legislature do" 
811 cB it commands it, no matter at what 
price and its continued refusal to fur¬ 
nish to tlie Directory the necessary 
funds to cony on the contest, le the 
best pi oof of that fact The finances 
are luiued, aguculture mvain demands 
the arms which are required for culti 
vation The wai is become so univer¬ 
sal 'is to threaten to overturn the Re 
public, all pm'ties, worn out with anz 

* III hib Confidwitnl Despatch to the Di 
rectory of Sth Uccemher 1796 Napoleon 
FtatOH the foico with which hu eommeuoed 
iho campaign at thirty ei^ht thousand five 
huudicd Tucii the subsequent remforocmeuts 
at t\iclvo thousand six hundred and tht 
osacB by doatb •vid incurable wounds uf aovoa 
thousand ihero can be no doubt that he 
oiiOTinously diminished his losses and rolu 
furcemeuta for the Directory mointamed he 
hid received remforccincnts to the amount 
of fifty seven thousand men Cor^ 
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xety, desiie the termination of the Re 
volution Should our mternul misciy 
contmue, the people, exhausted by sui 
fenng, having expencuced none of the 
beziefita whi^ they expected, will es 
tabhsh a new order of things, which 
will in its turn generate fnedi revolu 
tions, and we shall undergo, for twenty 
or thirty years, all the agonies conse 
quent on such convulsions.* 

156 Much of Napoleon s success was 
no doubt owing to the admirable cha 
ra(ter, unwedl’icd eu#gy, aud indomit- 
a];)le courage of the troops composing 
the French army The woi Id had never 
seen an array fiamed of such materials 
The terrible whirlwind which hod over 
thrown the fabric of society m France, 
the patriotic spirit which had brought 
its whole population into the field, the 
grinding misery which had forced all 
its activity into war, had formed a uni on 
of mtelligence bkill, and ability, among 
the private soldiers, such tie had never 
before been witnessed in modern war 
far& Men ihim the middle even the 
higher ranks were to be seen with the 
musket on their shoulders, the gieat 
levies of 1793 hod spared neither high 
nor low, the career of gloiy and ambi 
tion could be entered only thiough the 
portals of the bivouac Hence it was 
that the spirit which animated them 
was so fervent, and their intelligence so 
remarkable, t^t the humblest gicna 
diers anticipated all the designs oi their 
commanders, and knew of themHelves, 
m every situation of dangei and diffi 
culty, what should be done When N» 
poleon spoke to them, in his procla- 
matious of Brutus, bcipio,and Tarquin, 
he was addressing men whose hearts 
thnlled at the recollections which these 
names awaken , aud when he led them 
into action after a night-morch of ten 
leagues, he command^ those who iclt 
as ^oroughly as himself the mesiim 
able importance of time m war With 
truth might Napoleon say, that his sol 
diers had Bur})as&ed the fai famed cel 
eiity of Cfiosars legions 
15^ Butjiiowever much was owing 
to the troops who ob^ed, still more 
was to bo ascribed to tbe general who 
commanded, m this memorable cam 
paign. In tins struggle is to be seen 
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the commencement of the new syfitem steeps of the Monte Bnldo, who after 
of tactics which Hapoleun brought to wards surrounded Provera on the lake 
such perfection—that of accumulating of Mantua A similai system was aftei 
forces in a central situation, stnking waida pursued with the greatest sue 
with the whole mass the detached cess by Wellington, in combating the 
wings of the enemy, separating them superior armies of Soult and Maimont 
from each other, and compensating by upon the frontiers of Portugal, and by 
rapiditj of movement for mfenonty of Hapoleon himself around the walla of 
numbers Most of his triumphs were Dresden m 1813, and m the plains of 
achieved by the steady and skilful ap Champagne, id the year following 
plication of this pnnciple, all, when 168 But, to the success of such a 
he was infonoi in^numencal amount system of operations, it is mdispensable 
to his opponentsi, At Montenotte he that the troops who undei-take it should 
broke mto the centre of the Auetrqt be aupenor in bodily activity and mornl 
Sai dinnn army, when it was executing courage to their adversaries, and that 
a diidcuit movement through the moun the general m chief can secui ely leave 
tainsseparated the Piedmontese from a slender force to cope with the enemy 
the Impenahsts, accumulated an over jin one quai-ter, while he is oocumulot 
whelming force against the latter at v^g his masses to overwhelm them in 
Dego and routed the former when de another Unless this is the case the 
tached fiom their allies at Moudovi commander who throws himaelf at the 
When Wurmser approached Verona, head of an inconsiderable body into 
with his army divided into parts se the midst of the enemy, will be certain 
parated from each other by a lake, Na of encountering instead of indictingdis 
poleon was on the brink of i*um, but aster Without such a degree of cou 
he retrieved his affairs by abondomng rage and activity os enables him to cal 
the BK^e of Mantua, and falling with culate with certainty upon hours and 
pupciior numbers, first on Quasdano sometimes minutes, it m impossible to 
vicb at Lonato, and then on Wurmser expect success from such a hazardous 
atMedola When the second irruption system Of Uiis a signal proof occur 
of the Germans took place, and Wurm red in Bohemia in 1813, when the 
ser still continued the system of divid French, encouraged by their great tn 
mg his troops, it was by a skilful use umphbefore Diemen,threwthemselves 
of his centrsd position that the Fiench inconsiderately into the midst of the 
general defeat^ his efforts, first assail Allies in the mountains of Toplitz but, 
ing with a supenor force the subsidiary meeting there with the undaunted Rus 
force at Roverodo, and then pursuing sian and Prussian forces, they expen 
with the rapidity of lightning the mam enced the most dreadful levemes, and 
i ody of the invaders thi ough the gotgeb m a few days lost the fruit of a mighty 
oftheBrenta. When Alvmzx assumed victory 

the command, and Vaubois was routed 159 The disasters of the Au^tnana 
in the Tyrol, the affairs of the French were mainly owing to the injudicious 
were all but desperate, but the central plan which they so obstinately adopted, 
pohitiou and rapid movements of Ha- of dividing thoir force into separate 
poleon a gun restored the balance— bodies, and commencing an attack 
checking, m the first instance, the ad at the same time at stations so for 
vance of Davidovich on the plateau of distant, that the attitcking columii'i 
Rivoli, and next eugagmg in a mortal could render httle assistfuice to each 
etnfe with Alvmn in the marahee of other This system may succeed very 
Aicula. When Austria made her final ^11 against ordinary troops or timer 
effort, and Alvinzi surrounded Joubert ous generals, who, the moment they 
at Rivoh, It Mas only by tha> most rapid hear of their Hank bemg turned, or 
movements, and almost mcredible ao their communications menaced, lay 
tivity, that the double attack was de down iheir arms, or fall back, but 
feated, the some troops oruedung the against intrepid soldiers and a resolute 
mam body of the Austrians on the commander, who turn fiercely on every 
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^ide, and bring a preponderating mass 161 It is melancboly to reflect on 
first against one assail uit, and then an the degraded state oi the powers of 
other, xt is almost sure of leading to Italy dunng this terrible stiuggle An 
disaster The Auhe Council was not invaiuon which brought on all her peo 
to blame for adopting this system, in plo unheard of calamities, whiolx oyer 
the first instance, against the French spread her plains with bloodshed and 
arraies, because it might haye been exposed her cities to rapine, was unible 
expected to succeed against ordinary to excite the spiiit of her pacific mha 
troops, and had done so in many pre bitanta, and neither of the contending 
vious instances , but they were inex parties deemed it worth their while to 
cusable for continuing it so long, after bestow a senous thought on the dispo 
the character of the opponents with sitioua or assistance of the twenty mil 
w horn they had to deal had so fully dis lions of w^ to lie the reward 

played itself The system of concen jf tlie stri'^ ^he < ountry of Caesar 
trie attacks rarely succeeds against on and Scipio, oi Cato and Ihutus, beheld 
ible and determined enemy, because in silent dismay the protracted contest 
the chances which the force in the of two provinces of its ancient empire, 
centre has, of beating first one column and pi-epared to bow the neck in abject 
and then another, are so consideiable Bubinission to whichever of its former 
When it does, it is only when the dii vassalB might prove victonous in the 
ferent masses of the atiaoking party, strife A division of the French army 
08 at Leipsic and Dresden, are so im was suflBicient to disperse the levies of 
mense, that each can stand a separate the Roman people Such is the conse 
encounter for itself, or cau fall back, in quence of political divisions and long 
the ovenfc of being outnumbeied, with continued prosperity, even in the nch 
out seiiously endangering, by such a est and most favouied couutnes, of 
retreat, the safety of the other assailing that fatal policy which withers the 
columns spints of men by fetienng their ambi 

160 The Italian campaign demon tion, of that indulgence of the selfish 
strates, m the most signtd manner, the passions which ends in annihilating 
vast importance of fortresses m war, the generous, and of that thirst for 
and the vital consequence of such bar pleasure which subverts the national 
ners to arrest the course of military mdependence by destroying the warlike 
conquest The surrender of the strong spirit by which alone it can be mam 
holds of Coni, Alessandria, and Torto tamed 

na, by giving the French a secure base 162 Finally, this campaign evinced, 
for their operations, speedily made in the most signal manner, the perse 
them masters of the whole of Itom venng character and patriotic spirit 
hardy, while the single fortress of of the Austrian people, and the 
Mantua arrested their victorious anns digious efforts of which its monarcl^ 
for SIX months, and gave time to Aus is capable, when louscd by real dan 
tna to collect no less than four power ger to vigproua exertion It is im 
ful armies for its deliverance No man possible to contemplate, without ad 
understood this better than Napoleon, miration, the vast armies which they 
and, accordingly, without troubling successively sent into the field, and 
himsolf with the projects so earnestly the unconquerable courage with which 
pi^GSsed upon %im of revolutionieing these returned to a contest where so 
Piedmont, he grasped the fortresses, many thousands of their countrymen 
and thereby laid the foundation for idl had perished before them Had they 
his subsequent conquests Without the been gmded by greater, oi opposed by 
surrender of the Piedmontese oitadeft, less abihty, they unquestionably would 
he would not have been able to push haf * been jiuecessful, and even against 
his advantages m Italy beyond the Po, the soldiers of the Amy of Italy, 
hut for the bastions of Mantua, he and the genius of Napoleon, the scales 
might have earned them, as in the sue of fortune repeatedly hung equal A 
ceedmg campaign, to the Danube nation capable of such sacnfices can 
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hardly ever be permanently subdued, 
a ^oveinment, aotu*ited by euoh steady 
pi inciples, must ultimately be triumph 
ant Such, accordingly, has been the 
ctvse in the present instance Ansto 
orabic firmness in the end asserted its 
wonted superiority over democratic 


our, the dreams of republican equal 
ity were forgotten, but the Austrian 
government remained unchanged, the 
SVencheaglesretired over the Alps, and 
Italy, the theatre of so much bloodshed, 
finally belonged to the successors of the 
Csesars 


CHAPTER XXI 

CAMPAIGK OF 17d6 IN GERMANY 

t 


1 WiTFN the Directory was called, by 
the fitipprefa’dion of the insurrection of 
the bictione, and the estibbshment of 
the new constitution, to the helm ot the 
at%to, they found the Hepubhe m a 
vtry critical situation, and its aifairs, 
externally and internall>, involved m 
diuoHtmsui mountable ch&cultieB The 
finances ucie in a state of increasing 
and ineztiiuible confumon, the ajsaig 
uats, which had for long constituted 
the sole resource of government, had 
fallen almost to nothing, ten thousand 
francs in paper were hawily worth 
twenty francs in specie, and the un 
bounded depicciation of that species 
of c t dilation seemed to render the es 
tabhidiment of any other eiroulaiing 
ntdiuui of the same desoriptiou impos 
The taxes for many years l^k 
had been so ill paid, that Kamel, the mi 
Ulster ot finance, estimated the arrears 
in biB department at fifteen hundred 
millions in specie, or above «£fi0,000,000 
steiling The armies, d^titute of pay, 
ill equipped, worse clothed, weie die 
contented, and the recent disasters on 
the lihiiie had completely broken the 
Busceptible spuit of the Fr^chsoldiets 
Ihe diiiillery and cavalry were wifji 
out horses, the lu&ntry, depiessed by 
sufitrmg and dejected by d^eat, were 
deserting in great numbers, seekmg 

a retuge in their homes from the tods 
and the misenea of war The contest lu 
La V ond6o was atiH unextmguished, the 
Kepuldican armieshad been driven with 


disgrace behind the Rhine, and the 
troops in the Maritime Alps, w orn out 
with privations, could not be relied on 
with certainty tor offensive opeiations 
2 But, on the other hand, the extei 
nal relations of the Republic had emi 
nently unproved, and the vast exer 
tiona of 17d4, even though succeeded 
by the lassitude and weal^css of l79o, 
bad produced a most important efiect 
on the relative situation ol the belli 
gerent powers Spain, defeated and hu 
uuhated, had sued for peace, and hex 
accession to the treaty of Bole, by lib 
erating the armies of the Eastern and 
Western Pyrenees, had enabled the 
French government both to reinforce 
the armies of La Vendde, and to afford 
means to the young Conquerer of the 
Sections of carrying the Republican 
standards into the plmns of Lombardy 
Prussia had retired, without either hon 
our or advantage, from the struggle, 
the Low Countnas were not only sub 
dued, but then resourcos were turned 
i^^nst the allied powers , and the 
whole weight of the contest on the 
Rhine, it was plam, mulit now fall on 
the Austrian monarchy Bntam, baf 
fied and disgraced on the Continent, 
was not hkely to take any effective 
pirt in mihtary warfare, and there 
seemed little doubt that the x^wer 
which had recently defeated all the co 
alesoed arrxuea of Europe would be able 
to subdue the brave but now unaided 
forces of the Impenaliats. 
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3 Aware of tlie comiug danger, Mr 
Pitt had, in the September preceding, 
concluded a triple aUianco between 
Great Britain Austria, and Russia but 
the forces of Russia wore too far dis 
tant, and the danger to its possessions 
too remote, to permit any material aid 
to be early acquired from its immense 
resources It was not till a later period, 
and till the fire bad fastened on its own 
vitals, that the might of this gigantic 
power was efiectu^ly roused, and the 
legions of the north biought to reas 
sert their wonted supenonty over the 
foices of southern Eurojie 

4 1 ho condition of Great Bntam, m 
the clofee ol 1796 and the beginning of 
1796, w IS nearly as distracted, so far jiS 
opinion went, as that ot hraiice T^e 
continued disasters of the war, the 
pressure of new and iu( r< asiug tasa 
tiou the apparent hopekssness of con 
tiiiuing the struggle with a military 
power which ill the armies of Europe 
had proved unable to subdue, not only 
gave new stiength and vigour to the 
Wing party, who hid all along opposed 
hostilities, but induced many thought¬ 
ful men, who had concurred at lirst m 
the necessity of combating the revolu 
tionary mama, to hesitate as to any tur 
thcr continuance of the contest. So 
violent had party spirit become, and so 
completely had it usurped the place of 
pitiiotism or reason, that many of the 
popular leaders had come to wish anx 
lously for the triumph of their enemies 
It was no longer a simple disapproba 
tion of the war which they telt, but a 
feivent desire that it might terminate 
to the disadvantage of their county, 
and that the Republican might triumph 
over the Biitish arms They thought 
that there was no chance of parlia 
meatary reform being earned, or any 
considerable addition to democratic 
power acquired, unless the ministry 
were dispossessed, juid to accomplish 
this object they hesitated not to betray 
their wish for the success of the loger 
tente enemy of their country These 
animosities produced their usual effect 
of rendering the moderate or rational 
equally odious to both paitiee who¬ 
ever di plored the war was reputed a 
foe to his country, whoever pronounced 


it necessary was deemed a conspiiator 
against its bberty, and on abettor of 
arbitrary power 

5 These ill humours, which were 
afioat dunng the whole of the summer 
of 1795, broke out into acta of open 
violence in the autumn of that year 
Ihe sissociations for the purpose of ub 
taming puliamentaiy reform inci cased 
in boldness and activity among the m 
were many emissaries of the Ireuch 
government, and numbers of native ^ of 
this countl^, who Jiuul thrown off all 
^coimectioi with it in their heart«i, and 
were become its most violent and ran 
corona enemies They dcludtd im 
mense bodies of men by the f^duung 
language of freedom which they used, 
and the alluring prospect of peace 
which they held forth * Societies hav 
ing these captivating advantages lor 
their professed objcits were gtii-^i-ally 
formed in the great towns, and, under 
the banner of icform, succeeded in va 
sembbug, in evciy quurtei, all that im 
bition had which was ieckJc8^>, with dl 
that indigence could collect which w is 
despeiate These causes of discontent 
were increased by the high pnee of i>ro- 
viMions, the natural consequence of the 
inci eased consumption and enlarged 
cuculatmg medium requiitd m the 
war, but i^ich the lower orders, under 
the instigation of then demagogues 
ascribed entirely to the ministry, and 
the crusade which they had uudertaken 
against the libertiast of mankiud 

6 It was forfcunate, at this ciisis, 
that the rurd population tveiyivl||^re 
remained firm, and that the seditious 
movements were confined chiefly to the 
excitable population of the commetcial 
towns, but m them it assumed a most 
formidable character At length on 
occasion of the king a going to parlia 
ment, at its opening, on 29th October 
1795, these discontents broke out mto 
open outrages of the most disgraceful 
l^nd The royal carnage was sur 
rounded byanimmense crowd of tuibu 
lent persons, loudly demanding peace, 
and '&e (Vsmissal of Mr Pitt, One of 

windows was broken by a pebble, 
or bullet fiom an air gun, showers of 
stones w^ thrown at the state coach, 
both going and returning pai 
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liament, and the monarch narrowly 
escaped the fury of the populace m hia 
way from St J'lmes a Pilace to Buck 
inghom Honae These outrages, how 
t-ver, tended only to strengSien the 
hands of government, by demonstrat¬ 
ing to all reasonable men to what ex 
cesses the populace would speedily be 
dnven if not restrained by a firm hand, 
and how slight was the barrier which 
separated this country fi ora the horrors 
of the French Revolntiom 

7 In debating qn tjbto Address, Mr 
Fox maintained that the representa-, 
tious of ministers were false and delu 
sive, that £100,000,000 had already 
been added to the national debt, and 
£4,000,000 a year to the permanent 
taxes, that the coalition had been eveiy 
where defeatedf and the French were 
prepanng to invade Italy with a pow er 
fill army, that the example of America 
proved how fallacious was the hope 
that a nation resolved to be free could 
be reduced to extremity by the mere 
f iilure of pecuniary resources, that the 
alleged dangf r of concluding peace with 
a revolutionary power hod been am 
mounted by the despotic governments 
of Spam and Prussia, and if so, what 
peril could arise from it to the consti 
tutional monarchy of England t that 
we had m tnith no allies, but a mere 
set of mercenary associates, who would 
abandon our interests the moment that 
it suited their own convenience, and 
that the severe scarcity which now de 
a jilted all Europe seemed to he the 
consequence of the obstacles to culti 
V ition, which the ravages of war ocoa 
sione<l, and could not be expected to 
terminate while they continued 
b On the other hand, it was urged 
by Mr Pitt, that every consideration, 
both of justice and i>ohcy, called upon 
iiB for a vigorous prosecution of the 
contest that, notwithstanding his Sue 
cesses m the field, the enemy now be 
gan to feel his debility, and m coi} 
quence cvmced a disposition towani 
accommodation, which he never before 
had done, that the trench paper was 
now at httle more than a hundredth 
part of its nommol value, and though 
the enormous sum of £750,000,000 
worth of assignats had been cieated, 


this quantity was hourly on the m 
crease that it was impossible that a 
nation reduced to such straits could 
long support a contest with the for 
midable enemies who were preparing 
to assail it by land and sea, and that 
the system of maintaining war by the 
heinous method of confiscations and a 
forced paper cunency, however sue 
cessful for the time, must lead m the 
end to rum that the numbers of the 
French armies, and the despeiato spirit 
by which they were animated, arose 
from the misery of the country, the 
stagnation of mdustry, and the impos 
Sibil ty of finding subsistence in pacific 
employments, but that this system, 
hpwever successful when a war of m 
v^ion and plunder was carried on, 
could not bo mamtainod for any length 
of time, when the French armies were 
repelled, as they now weie on all sides, 
to their own frontieis, and compelled 
to subsist on their own resources, th it 
now, therefore, was the time, when the 
enemy s breath was so evidently failing, 
to press him haid on every side, and 
constrain him to such a peace as might 
protect Europe from G-allic aggression, 
and England from republican mnova 
tion 

9 Such were the arguments urged in 
public, both in the House of Lords and 
Commons, on the policy of continuing 
the war, and both Houses, by a great 
majority, supported the administration 
—numbers being, m the Lower 
House, 240 bo 59 But the real motives 
which influenced both sides were ma 
tenally different from those stated It 
was a domestic war which was really 
waged, it was the contest betvieen aiib 
tocratic ascendancy and democratic am 
bition which at bottom divided the 
country, and excited the fierce and im 
placable passions by which all classes 
were animated. The popular party 
perceived that their chance of success 
was altogether nugatory while the firm 
hajid which now held the reins contin 
ued at the head of affairs, and that so 
long as the national spirit was excited 
by the war with France, the ascendancy 
of the conservative party might be 
looked upon as certain while the ad 
herents to ancient institutions felt that 
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the contmunnce of the contest at any 
price w xa pieferable to the flood of de 
mocracy with which they would be 
deluged at its close ^ and that, till the 
excitement cioated by the trench Ro 
volution had subnidcd no pa*4Bion but 
that ior war could be relied on to couu 
teract its efTects Thus, though the 
ground on which the paries engigod 
was the expedience of continuing the 
strife, the object which both hod really 
in view was the form of domestic gov 
cnimeut, and the passions which ac- 
tuited them, m truth, were the some 
as those which distracted Franco and 
agitated Europe 

10 To enable government to carry 
on the war, parliament voted supphea 
to the amount of £27,^00,000, excluaiye 
of the interest of the debt and m this 
was included the enoimous sum of 
£18,000,000 contracted by loan, the an 
nual charge of which was £1,100,000, 
which was provided for by a consider 
able addition to the assessed taxes 
But the total expenditure of the year 
xmounted to £37,600,000, and the re 
mamder was raised, m spnng 1796, by 
exchequei bills and annuities, to the 
amount of £13,500,000, which made the 
total loans of that year £31,500,000 
Mr l^itt stated it as a most remailrable 
circumstance, that in the fourth year 
of so expensive a war, this large loan 
was obttuned at so low a rate as four 
anda half percent, and, without doubt, 
it was a signal proof of the profusion 
of capital and confidence in govern 
mentwhichprevailedm Britain But he 
forgot the ruinous terms on which the 
loan was contracted for future years, 
that a bond of £100 was given for every 
£60 advanced, and postonty saddled 
with the payment of an immense sum 
which the nation had never received 
This observation, how obvious soever, 
was not then* perceived by the ablest 
persons even of practical habits Ko 
one looked forward to the repayment 
of the debt, and the nation reposed in 
fancied security on the moderate ftn 
nual charge which the loan imposed on 
the country 

11 Another matter of the highest im 
portance gave nee to the most vehement 
debates both in the legialatuie and the 


country, this was the bills which gov 
emment mtioduced for pioviding ad 
ditionil secuiity to the kings poison, 
andforthe prevention of Heditions meet¬ 
ings Ko measure had been brought 
forward by government since the Revo¬ 
lution began which exciUd such vehc 
ment opposition, both in the legislat\ire 
and the country, as these celebrated 
statutes, which were stigmatised by the 
popular party as the Pitt and Grenville 
Acts, m order that libey might for over 
be held ineex«cgra1|pn by the country 
tlie latter, it was require<l that no 
tice should be given to the magistrate 
of any pubbe meeting to be held on poll 
tical subjects, he was authorised to be 
piesent, and empowered to seise those 
guilty of sedition on the spot, anda 
second ofience against the act was pun 
ishable with tiausportvtion On the 
part of the OppoBitiou it was urged, 
that meetings held under such rostno 
tions, and with the dread ot im]>nson 
ment hanging over tlie speakers foi any 
word which might escape from them 
m the heat of debate, could never be 
considered as the free and unbiassed 
meetings of Englishmen , that so vio 
lent an infringement had never been 
attempted on we hberties of the people 
since the days of tho Tudors that, il 
the tunes were so far changed that Bnt 
ish subjects could no longer meet and 
dehberate on public atfaiis without en 
d ingering the state, it would be better 
at once to surrend^ their liberties, as 
in Denmark, into the hands of a des 
])otao sovereign, that it was evid^t, 
however, that there really was no such 
danger os was apprehended, but the 
alarm was only a pretence to justify 
tho adoption of arbitrary measuixs, 
that it was m vain to appeal to the ex 
ample of France, as vmdicating the ne 
oessity of such rigorous enactments, 
everybody knew that the Revolution in 
that country was not owing to Jacobin 
c^ibs, or the meetings of the people, but 
to the corruptjona of the court, and the 
vices of the political system, and if 
tlpabiU sljLould pass, the people of this 
coimtry, rendered desperate % the im 
position of similar fetters, would, with 
out all doubt, break out m their own 
defence mto similar excesses. 
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12 On the othei band, It was argued is beset with difficnlties, and that no 
by the Administration, that it was ne thing but the mamfest danger ot the 
cessary to consider the bill attentively times could have fumisbed an excuse 
befoie representing it in such odious for so wide a deviation trom the pnn 
colours, that it imposed lestiictions ciples of British freedom At the s one 
only on public assembhes, and left un tune, it is evident that the bills, limited 
fettered the press, the great palladium as they were in their duration, and pai 
of liberty m eveiy representative mon tial in thtir operation, were not cnlcu 
ardhy, that public meetings leqmred lated to pioduce the mischiefe which 
to be narrowly watched in turbulent their opponents so confidently pro- 
times because it was in such great as dieted. The proof of this is decisive, 
semblnges that the passions took fire, the bills were passed, and the hbei-ties 
and men were pr^ssip^tatell by mutual of England not only remained entire, 
excitement mto violent measures, thaij hut have smoe that time continually 
the great danger of such meetings arose gone on increasing 

from the fiict, that only one side was 14, In truth, management of a 
heaid, ftnd extravagant sentiments were country which has become infected with 
alwiyg those which gamed most ap- the Contagion of democratic ambition 
plause, that the object of the meetings i^one of the most difficult matters m 
against whKh these enactments were government, and one of which the pnn 
levelled was notorious, being nothing oiples are only now beginning to be 
less than the overthrow of the mon understood Is is always to rec ol 
aichy, and the form ition of a republi lected, that the fonmdible thing in pe 
can constitution similar to that estab nods of agitation, andthatagaiUBt which 
lished with such disastrous effects m governments are m an especial manner 
hranee, that the proposed enactments oaRed to raise a barrier, is not the dn 
were certainly a novelty m this conn content arising from real gnevauce, but 
tiy, but HO ^so was the democratic the passion spiinging ft om popular am 
spirit against which they were levelled, bition The firsts being founded in rea 
and exbraordmary times required ex son and justice, is easily dealt with, it 
traordmary remedies, and that no dan subsides with the removal of the causes 
ger was to be apprehended to public which called it fiirth, and strong mea 
freedom, as long as the pi ess was un sores are very seldom required or jus 
fetteied, and juries regaided with so tifiable for its 8u|q>i*cssion The second, 
much jealousy as they now did all the being a vehement passion, arising often 
mea&urcH which emanated from the au from no leal evd, but awakened by the 
thority of govemmiht anticipation of power, is insatiable, it 

13 The latter bill passed the House increases with every gratification it ro- 
o^ommona by a majority of two hun ceives, and conducts the nation through 
dred and fourteen to forty two, and the blood and suffering by a BWPe and i apid 
House of Lords by sixty six to seven progress to mihtary despotism The 
So exasperated weie the Opposition same danger to freedom is to be appre 
with the success of ministers on this bended from the prevention of the ex 
occasion, that Mr box and a large part pression of leal suffering, as fiom con 
of the mmonty withdrew altogethei for cession to democratic ambition Ke 
a considerafile time from the House— form andredress oretheremedies suited 
a ruinous measure, dictated by spite to the former, resistandb and firmness 
and disappointment, and which should the regimen a^pted to the latter In 
never, on any similar occasion, be ^ considering, theraore,whethei the mea- 
peated by true patriots The bill was sures of Mr Pitt at that penod weie 
limited in its duration to three years, jtfitifiable or not, the que^on is, did 
and, after passing both hoiises, ih jpe- the public digcontenfr arise from Uie 
ceived the royal assent. On coolly re experience ofreal evils, or the contagion 
viewing the subject of such vehement of demooxatic ambition? And when it 
contention in the parhameut and the is recollected from what example in the 
nation, it is impossible to deny that it neighbouring kingdom those passions 
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were excited, how much the liberties 16 The first active operations of this 
of Fugldud have subsequently aug memorable year took place lu La Yen 
mentcd, and what a career of splendour d4e, where the Eepubluau general, 
and prosperity has smce been opened, Hoobb, commanded an army of a bun 
It 13 evident that no rational doubt con dred thousand mem This vast force, 
any longer be entertained on the sub- the greatest which the Republic hod 
ject The event has proved, that no on foot, composed of all the troops m 
more danger to freedom is to be appre the west of France, and those drawn 
hended from concession than from re &om Biscay and the woatem PyrenecB, 
Bistaucein such circumstances, tor Brit- was intrusted to a general of twenty 
ifibNbberty has since that time steadily seven years of age, whose absolute pow er 
mcieaseduuder all the coercion apphed extended over all^tho insurgent pro 
by a firm government to its excesses, viuces Hwwa^ ii^every respect quv 
while French enthusiasm led to no pi*ac Jificd for the important but difficult 
tical protectir)n of the people, and the duty with which he was charged Ln 
nation fell undera succession of despots, dowed by nature with a door judgment, 
ail equally fatal to real freedom, in the an intrepid character, and an* uncon 
ram endeavour to establish a chimerical querable resolution , firm, sagacious, 
equality * and humane, he was eminc ntiy charac 

15 Previous to the opening of i£e tensed by tl^t mixture of gentleness 
campaign of 1796, the British Govern and resolution which is ueccssiry to 
mont in order to bnng the hrench Di heal the wounda and subdue the 
rectory to the test, authorised their sions of civil war This tore combma 
igeut m Switzerland, Mr Wickham, to tion of cml and military quoliiica might 
make advances to the hreuch minister have rendered him a fornudible nval 
on the subject of a general peace The ot Napoleon, and possibly endangered 
Dnectoiy xephed that they could only the public peace, had ho not united to 
ticat on the footmg of the constitution these shinmg parts a jiatriotic heart 
—^in other words, that they must insist afid a love of liberty which reudeied 
on retaining the Low Connines This hun supenoi to all temptation, and 
at once brought matters to an issue^ for made hun more likely, had he lived, to 
neither Austria nor Biitam were as yet have followed the example of Washing 
Buffioicntly humbled to consent to such ton, than to have tiodden in the foot- 
terms The declaration of this resolu steps of Caesar or Cromwell But it 
tion however, on the part of the Direc is more than probable that his in 
tory, was of great service to the British dependent spint would novel Ii ive 
cabinet, by demonstiatmg the impoasi biooked the usui^tion of }>owoi by 
bility of treating, without abandoning fbat extraordmaiy man, and lus great 
all the objects of the war, and putlang popularity with the army would 
h ranee permanently in possession of a aibly have given him the means of 
B ilieut angle, from which it threatened combating his ambition with success, 
the liberties of all Europe, and which and prolonging in France ior a few 
experience has proved cannot be left yeais longer than the 18th Brumairo 
in its hands without exposing them to the delusive phantom of repubhean 
unuuucnt bozaid. Mr Pittaccoidingly institutions. 

announced the lesolution of the Direc 17 Larore Hpche, like all the great 
toiy to the Bt^tiah parliament, and im womors of the Revolution, owed his 
mediately obtained further supplies for elevation entirely to his own abihties, 
GOiTyiDgonthewar An additional loan, they rendered him one of the moat 
as already mentioned, of £7,500,000 was remarkable men whom that convulsion 
negotiated, upon as fovourable tennf as brought forth He was bom on S eb 
the preceding one, and exchequer bills, rijary 24, J.7b8, at Montreuil, near Ver 
to the amount of£6,000,000 more, were seillee, where his father pursued the 
jmt at the disposal of government, out humble occupation of ffarde de cheml 
of which £3,000,000 were granted to under Louis X\ , and he mad© hia first 
Austria. entrance into life at the oge of fourteen 
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na 1 supernumerary understrapper in twenty four ho obtained the command 
the loyal stables His parents having of the aimy of the Moselle and he 
800 U after died, he would luve been theie found antagonists worthy of hib 
utterly destitute but foi the issistonce powers, m the Duke of Brunswick and 
of an aunt, a fruit vi omau in Yei sailles, the Pi ussi m arm> , but such was the 
who fiom time to time supplied him vigour and ability of his operations, 
with small sums of money to add to that, befoie the close of the cimpa gn 
lu8 scanty wages, and buy books, which ho h id dnvui the Allies entirely out of 
he liter illy devoured, by sitting up at Alaace IJc there, howevei, underwent 
night, after his labours in the stables a strange mutation of fortune Jlav 
were over His inclinations prompting ing denounced Pichegm as engagft in 
him strongly to a militaiy life, he eu treisonible conespondence with the 
listed at the age of ifc tlie Gardes enemy, to the Committeo of Public Sal 

hiangaises While m that seivice liQ vation, he incurred the wrath Of St 
almost daily mounted extra guards, and Just, by whom that general was pro 
engaged in every species of omployment tectod and, in coosequenco, was de 
he could obtain consistent with Im pro piived of his command, and exiled to 
fession, in ordci to collect money enough l^ice Hardly Lid he set out to the 
to form a httle library, to the study of place of his b inishment, when ho was 
which his whole evenings were devoted, arrested by orders of the Coramittt-e of 
In 1788 he fought a duel m the quairies Public Salv itioii brought to Pans and 
of Montmartre, on whidi occasion ho thrown into the Concieigerie tiom 
received a wound in the fuse, the scar whence he would infallibly have been 
of which remained through life, and brought to the scaHoid, h*id not the 
added to his martial appearance In Revolution of the dth lliermidor cut 
the following yeai he was mvolved in shoi t the coreei of his oppi cssors It 
the general fatal defection of the was then that he gave his hand, os ul 
I renchGuaids, andhavmgnow warmly ready mentioned, to St Just, the authoi 
embiwced the principles oT the Kevoiu of his arrest, as the littei entered the 
tion, he entered into the Municip d gates of his prison 
Guard of Pans, when it was first raised, 19 The penod of his captivity how 
immediately after the taking of the ever which was very conwdei ible, wis 
Boatile, Was soon made aetgeant major, of more real service to Hochethsn that 
fiom hiB remarkable skill m his profea of his triumphs, foi it taught him to 
Sion, and at length obtained from the think, and enabled him to gain the 
minister Clavi^re a oommission as sub masteiy of his vohemeut and fiery torn 
beuteuaut. per, to which his misfortunes had m 

18 No sooner had he attained this some degree been owing His m irvel 
rark than he applied himself with the Ions career gave him ample room for 
utmost diligence to the study of hia reflection, for, within the space of ten 
profession, and the advantage of this years, and ere he bad yet turned lua 
at once appeared at the siege of Thion twenty fifth year, ho had been succea 
viUe The diatinotion he there acquired sively an under strapper in tho royal 
procured for him the command of Dun stables, a general in chief of one of the 
kirk, threatened m 1793 with an attach greatest armies of the Republic, and a 
by the British under the Duke of York captive at the point of death from the 
Hoche powerfully contributed, by the Revolutionary Tnbunal “"He became, in 
spiiit which he ihfused into the gapi consequence, grave and sdent, thought 
son, and the ability with which the ful and reflecting beyond his years, 
sorties were directed, to the defeat of he assumed for his maxim the 
that enterprise, and the overthrow of motto,‘^Things, and not words These 
the covenng army under Pceytag; •at qualities were all necessary to enable 
the battle of Hondscoote, The highest him to achieve the difficult task now 
military honours and employmente were committed to him by the Directory, of 
now open to him, and he proved him subduing the western provinces, and 
self equal to them all At the age of terminating the dreadful war, which in 
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that quarter had ao long consumed the join Stofflet that intrepid chief, him 
Titals of the state self pressed by the forces of the Re 

20 Hoches plan, vrhich w«ia ap public, after escaping a thousand penis, 
proved of by the Directory, -was to re as betrayed by one of his followers at 
duce La Tended, and all the piovinces the farm of Pagnmaud, where he was 
to the south of the Loire, before mik seized, gagged, and conducted to Angers 
ing iny attempt upon Bnttauy, or the He theie met death with the aame re 
departments to the north of that nver solution which had distinguished lus 
All the towns in the inaurgent district hfe 

were declared in a state ol eiege the 22 This great aucceae was necesaary 
Republican army wa^ authoiised to to establish the cieditoftheyouhg gen 
mamtain itself in the country vLcie eial, who, accused equally by both par 
hostilities were contmutd, and to le\y ties—by the^lO^ahsiB of seventy, and 
the. necessary itquisitions tiom tlie tht Republicans oi moderation— 
peasantry and the towns which fell wis bo beeet with difiBicuItiea, and so 
into the possession of the l^publicans much disgusted with bis situation, that 
were to be p)i otected and provided foi he foimally demanded his di&nissal 
bke captured Piidon was^ fiocn thac<imniaiid But Carnot, aware 

proclaimed to all the chiefs u ho should of his abilities, instead of accepting his 
lay down their arms, wink thosb who resignation, confirmed him in his ap 
continued the contest were oidered to pointments, and as a mark of the 
be shot teem of govenuntftit, sent him two fine 

21 During the absence of Hoche at horses- a present not only highly ac 
Pans, lu the depth of winter, arranging ccptable, but absolutely necessary to 
this plan w ith the Directory, the Hoyal the young general h oi, though at the 
lat chiefs, lu particular Charette and head of one bundled thousand men, 
Stolfiet, gamed considerable successes and master of a quarter of 1 ranee, he 
the project of disarming the insurgent was i educed tq such stniita, by the fall 
provinces had madelittle progress, and of the paper in which the whole pay of 
tbefomierof these chiefs, having broken the aimy w ts received, that he wp ah 
through the line hod appear^ m the solutelr without horses, or equipage of 
rear of the Eepublieans But the ai any kind, and was glad to supply his 
nval of the general m chief restored immodnvte necessities by taking half 
vigour and nnanimity to their opera a dozen bridles and saddles, and a few 
tions Charette was closely pursued bottles ol rum, froln the stores left by 
by several columns, under the com the Bntash in Quiberon Bay 
mandof General Travot, while Stof 23 Chaictte was now the only re 
fiet, cut off fi om allcommur ation with mamzng obetaole to the entire subjuga 
the other Royahste, was driven back tion of the country, for, as long as Im 
upon the shores of the ocean. As a hved it nevei oeuld be considered aa 
last mource, Charette collected sdl Ins pacified Anxious to get quit of so fo]> 
forces, and attacked Ins antagonist at midable an enemy on any terms, the 
the passage of La Vie The Royalists, Direotoiy offered him a safe retreat into 
seir^ with a sudden panic, did not England, with his fomily and such of 
combat with their accustomed vigour, his followers as he might select, and a 
their ranks were speedily broken, their million of frmios for his own mamte- 
artilloty amxnutAtion, and sacred stand nance Charette mplied, “lam ready 
ord, all fell into the hands of the enemy, to die with amis m my hands, but not 
Charette himaclt with difficulty made to and abandon my oompanlons in 
his escape, with forty or fifty followm^ misfortune A17 the vesBels of the Be* 
and, wandering through forests ana pubhe would not be sufficient to traas* 
marshes long after, owed his safety mrU iqy baave aoldiera mto Eng^d 
solely to the incorruptible fidelity of Far fhm feanng your menaces, 1 will 
the peasants of the lAaxaiS lu vaiu he myself come to seek you m your own 
eodeavoured to elude hu pursuers and | camp ” The Roy4ist officetS} who per- 
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ceiTod facth^r reai^tanofr h$d be«- hoitrs, with heroic consiamcy, the ahuae 
e<» 0 te hppdeas^ bun to retire to and imprecations of the populace* Mo 

eod await a mere &vourable wae unmechatdj oonduc^^ to the 
oppwtufisty of repewmg the contest at military comnuesion Hu exammation 
the h^tad ot the pnnceb and nohihty of lasted two hours, but his aaewers were 
Freim ** GwUemeo^ ’ said he^ with a all clear, consistent^ and digmfled"^ 
severe aur, I am not here to judge of openly ayowmg hza Bojahst pnociples^ 
the ordem which my soyereign has and resoluiaontomamtawthemtotha 
given me 1 know them , they are the last Upon heading the sentence of 
same wl^ch I nmelf haye solicited death, he calmly asked for the succours 
F^eseryetaward^themihi^sa^ of religiom which were granted lum> 

which 1 do, aolhiiig shall shake and stepi peaceably Mm mght before 
me m the disoharff» Qf^#d9ity * the sentence was earned into effect. Oa 
24 Thiemdomihildeimiei^ howey^ the following mormng he was brought 
could not Ic^ Withstand Ihe imm^xiM outforexecutio&. The rolling of dinuna, 
bodies which were now directed agamat Mie assemUy of all the troops and nai- 
him. Bw band was gtadtially reduced tional guard, a oouatlesB multitude of 
from seven hundred to fifty, at lash, jpectators, enounced the great event 

ten foilowem With this handful of ^hidi was approaching At length the 
heroes he long kept at bay the Repub- hero appealed, descended with a firm 
hcan forces, butat length, pursued on st^ the stairs of the piison, and walked 
evety side, sad tracked out like a wild to the Place des Aj^culteurs, where 
beast by bloodhounds, he was seized, fhs execution was to take place A 
after a fonjcmB combat, and brought, breathleea ailenoa prevailed Oharette 
bleeding^d mutilated, but unsubdued, advmu»d to the appointed place, bared 
to the Republican headquarterst Gto his breast, took hu yet bloody arm oilt 
era! Travot, with Mm oonsidaration due oi Mie scarf, and, without permitting his 
to illustnous misfortune treafod him eyea to be bandaged, huwlf gave the 
with respect and kmdneas, could commftadutte 2 mg,MnMihiBlastbreath, 
not avert his fate. Be was ooiuduoted the worda-r^^' Vive le Roi 
to Ahgevs, where he was far from ex 25 Thus perished Charette, the last 
penencuig foom others the generous and most mdouRtabieiOf the Vendean 
treatment <d this brave Bepublioan gen chiefs His diafesctsr caimot be better 
eral Maltreshed by the brutal soldieiy, grreu than m ibe wor^ of Napoleon 
dragged along, yet diappmg with blo^ “Chanett^* said h<s was a great eha 
from his wouudSi before the populace raoter, the true hero of Miat mtercst 
of thetown, weakenedby Ipse^blood, «>g pewodof our Revolution, which, if 
hehadneedofaUhisi^iiran^ it prec^idn great misfortunea, has at 

ta>aiisie4& hts courage, bu^ eresi m leaet not injured our glory He left on 
this extremity, bis 'fijtumeeti narer 4e* me the ud^maion of red grandeur of 
sorted ibam» Cta the 2Tth Bforch be was mmd^ the'tmoes of no commeia eneigy 
removedfpum the pnson of Angm to and sfUdaoity, the spaiks of gamus mo 
thatof NeoW Be entered Mm RMer apperentmuR actions ' Thou^the 
town, preceded by # numerous eeo^ earlymiswMijeswhi^M^Muned the Boyd 
<4 p 0^ mutrdedby gepdaaimes oeuse at BaAecoul were perpetrat- 

emlUi gwtformg m 0^ and plumee i ed without hm eiMesx yet he had not 
himself on wm his cldMxestom tbeppmflntiegenm«<^Qihm^ 
a«ui Uqoo^ pilfo and uMenunted ^ yet ofmmd, whi«3iformdd the ghmwus eba^ 
m of j»pi<s nMnmt than aU^e metenetms el l^ure, LsroehHtjsque 

Bptoaoid by whom bn wasreon- and Bouehamp* mind, oast 

I m a neughm* mmdd was marked by 

deeper ctiouDB, and, the later stages 

obief fthAed on Imwing thn Qumtar of Mw eonteet, h^ eneeuted witho^ 
of <Joaisaeeep; but no soonax washfo scruple^ iiR the sevmibeB whieh the 
revived by a |dam of wate«^ temm war m wbith he wan engaged 
Minn he marohed on, enanr^ for two OaUed forth on both sides If his jeal 
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OU 87 of others was sometitnes injurious weapozm, but aot till then. The cen¬ 
to the Royal cause, his unconquerable sequence was, ^at l^ie poor pecmle^ 
firmness prolonged it after ev«y other ^reatened with famine, if these then 
chance of suce«» was gone, his single onlyrssKiuzwwmwiti^eld, were com 
nm supported the struggle when the polled umTersally to surrender their 
bravest his followers were sinking in aimsr The amy]; odtHBoing ^owly, 
despair, and he has left behind him completed m this wayilia dhttmnng of 
the glorious reputaldon of being ahke the Inhabitants as tiiey proceeded, and 
invincible in resolution, mexhausl^ble left nothmg in their rear &om which 
in resource^ and unsubdued in diBsIter danger was to be apprehended. At 
Las Cases has recounted an anecdote of len^h rewdied ocean ^ and 
him when m command of a small res- though the moet resehite of the insnr 
eel eariy in life Though regarded as a mat bands fbftglrtirWiih the eonroge of 
person of mere ordinary capacity, he dgepair when they fenad themselves 
on one occasion gave proof of w nw^ diiven back to Ihe sea ooaet, yet the 
tive energy of hia mimL While shll a greatworkwasby degreesaeeomplished, 
youth, ha soiled from Brest la his out* the countty nmver^ly disarmed and 
ter, which, having lost its mast, was .the eoldiem put mto cantonments in the 
exposed to ilie most irnmnient danger,« conquered district. The people, weary 
the saalors, on their knees, were pnty^ of a contest from which no hope could 
mg to theTirgm^ and totally inoapUm now be entertained, at length every^- 
of making any ezwrtion, till Charette^ where surrendered thear arms, and ro' 
by killing on^ suoceed^ m bnuging^ sumed tiieir pacific occapations, the 
the others to a sezdo of their duty, and R^mbheons, oaatoned in the villu^ 
thereby saved the vessel “ There hved ceu tmns of finendshq) with their 
snid Napoleon, ^'the true dniraoter air fiirmer enemies, mutual exasperatioai 
ways ^ipaan m greiKt outmmstnnees, subsided, ihe dteigy oommunioated 
that was a spark winch ^ke the fU openly with a leader who had for the 
tux^ hero of La Venddft We must not first tame treated tiiem with smeenty 
always judge of a character fi*om pro- and kmdness, and befbre the end of 
sent (qjpeamnoes tiveiw are idninbeiers the summer; Hoche, instead oi requir 
whose rousing iv tMtihle Klebm' waa mg new troops, woa able to send great 
one of them, his WfidEehing was that of reinforQemeaitstotiieBireotoxy,fortbe 
< the lion*' support of the armies on the Rhme and 

26 The desthofCharettsteWnittSted ifi Itidy 
the war m the west of France, andgtwe 27 Meanwhile the cabinetof Vioona, 

more joy to the RepubUoana t!um ^ encouraged by the bnllient ac^eve 
most brilliant viot^ over the Aus-v m»te of Cimrfaatat the condoaion of 
tnans The vast amy of Hoche, f^rand tlu last oamiangn, and aware, fl^im t^ 
over the whole oountiy from the Lom uxootporatnm ii Handers with the 
tot^Bntffih€^a;iiwl,graduaily|n^^ Frantm B^blic, that no accommoda 
upon theinsuigent provinces, and tove tion was to be hoped fo^ was makin g 
the pemntiy back towards the ihenw the utmost eflbxts to proseoatc the war 
of the ocean. The pohcy pursued by withvigcwr Ahewle^oftweniy fire 
the Bepublioan geneiid on ihia oocaaxoii thaoMid mm took place in ihc He 
was A modcd of wisdom, worthy the im redRary States, iiiArespmentAweire uni'- 
itation of eveiy^Teg n ment, of coadr* vennUyrmsedtetiudrftiRosmplemsiit, 
mander aJtepgedwi^ a iWaalar Sirduous and every was imrie to ta*tt to 
duty He took the utmost petes to adt^ptii^tlbamiHtaiyi^^ 
oonoifaate ^6 parish pnests, whb h«dL one poj^datioadr the newly wm^uiiwl 
sopowerftQanmfiueneeover^etaiknkr provteoe'ctfiteUioia. 
of tbs people, aasdsahia ocdumnsad ^isiwrof 
v«aoed,6^W timcatae and graih 

tim peasantry, lemung ab their dWdOi preoeAwated ^kmdowft Btrtbtedhitt)A . 
inga a notice tteR they woisld amheoteitheiaMKiMieal^^ 

stored te them wh^ii they gave up their tteoeaiWiy khdewhyrt 
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dispensable to the public safety, and 29 The plan of the Aulic Council 
the AuIic Council repaid his ac^eve was in the north to force the passage 
ments by the appointment of the Arch of the Moselle, carry the war into Flah 
duke Charles to the command of the ders, and rescue that fiounshmg pro 
armies on the Rlune—a step which, vmce from the grasp of the Itepubh 
howeyer ill deserved by his ga^nt pre- cans. Forthiapurposetheyhadbrougbt 
decessor, was soon justified by the great the g3reater mass of their forces to tht, 
militaiy abilities of the young prince Lowei Rhine On the Upper, they pro 
28 The forces of the contending par- posed to lay mege to Landau, and, hav 
ties on the Rhine were nearly equal, ing dnven the Ropubheana ovei the 
but the Im^rialista had a gieat supe- mountains on the west of the valley of 
nonty in w number and quaht) of the Bhme, blockade Strassburg But 
their cavalry Ypper Rmne, for some reason, which has never been 

Moreau command^ seventy thousai^ divulged, they remained in a state of 
infantry and six thousand cavalry, inactivity until the end of May, while 
while Wumiser, who was opposed to Beaulieu, with fifty thousand man, wm 
him, hhd sixty two thousand foot and stnviug in vain to resist the torrent 
twenty^iwo thousand horse, but before of Kapoleou*s conquests in Lombardy 
this ceunpaign was fai advanced, thirty *Jphe consequences of this delay prov^ 
thousand men were detached from this fatal to the whole campaign Hardlv 
army to reinforce the broken troops was the armistice denounced m the end 
of ^aulieu in itedy* On the Lower ofMay,whenanorderarnvedtoAVunn 
Rhine, the Archduke was at the head ser to detach twenty five thoustmd of 
of fioTenty one thousand infantry and his best troops by the Tyrolese Alps 
twenty onethousand cavalry, while the into Italy—a deduchon which, by ne 
army of the Sambre mid Meuse, under cessanly reducing the imperialiats on 
Joui^n, numbered sixty eight fhou the Upper Rhine to the defensive, ren 
sand of the former am, afid eleven dered it hardly possible for the Arch 
thousand of the latter The dispropor- duke to posh forward the other army 
tion between the numencal strength on towards the Moselle There still le 
the opposite sides, therefore, was not mauled, however, one hundred and fifty 
considerable, but the supenonty of the thousand Imperudists on the frontiers 
Germans m the numbei and quality of of Germany, nududing aboveforty thou 
'^leir horse gave them a great advantage sand superb Cavalry —a force which, if 
lu an open oountiy, both m profiting earlier bmught into aetmn, and placed 
by success and attesting disaster This under one leader, might have changed 
advantage, however, was morethaneom the fate of the war The French m 
pensated to the French by their pos- fenonty in horse was compensated hy 
session of the fortresses on the Rhine, a supenonty of twenty thousand foot 
the true base of ofiimsive operations soldiers The Austrians had the im 
m Germany They held the fortresses mense advantage of fisaessmg two foi 
of Luxembuig, Thionville, Mete, and tided |daces, Ufoyence and Mannheim, 
Saarelohb wl^ rendered the centre on the Rhine, which »ve them the 
of their position shnost unassatlable, means of debouching wim equal facdity 
their n^t^was oov^^vd by Bunisgen, on either side of that stream, while the 
]^ew Bri9<i^'‘4iid the ft>rtrVSseS ot AI Republicans only held a pont at 
saoe,and^eirwbJ^HiKMsMoht, ^uReiis, Dusseldorf, sow rem<t^ to the north 
andiheironbaixierof^lfsthethmda, as tobedl little servicein commencing 
while the htA np foHf^ed operations, events of this strug 

point wbatevtr to idther of me dsmonctoite, in the most stnkmg 

thfidr wahge. .^btrax^mawarofui maimsv, the gre^ miportanoe of early 
vamon, is of meitvojidde imt>orta9oe, suceess in war, and % 'what a neces 
andtiieevefitsimnptfpvsdiiudi^efor^ sarj ohahi of o<mseqnences an moon 
, rt yss of the Rhme are not less vldw eiderable advantage otfixst often detetv 
ab» ^ nbaee for than as a mines the fiite of a campaign Asin|^ 

hMlj^^st^ppert dtfeiudteoperationa I Vi^toty' jpoaed by tiie Austnans mr the 
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Saare or the MoseUe would hare com 
polled the h rench armieR to break up^ 
in order to garrison the frontiei towns , 
and the Directoiy, to defend its own 
territories, would have been obhged to 
arrest the auceer of Napoleon in the 
Italian plains, while, by taking the im 
tiative, and carrying the war into Gler 
many, the} were enabled to leave their 
fortresses defenceloss, and swell, by the 
garrisons of these, the invading force, 
whidi soon proved so perilous to the 
Austnan monarchy 
30 The plan of the Repubbcons was 
to move forward theannyof theSambie 
and Meuse by Diisseldo^ to the right 
bank of the Bhine, m order to threaten 
the communication of the Archduka 
with Germany, induce him to recross it^ 
ind facilitate the passage of the upper 
part of the stream by Moreau* In con 


formity with this dcaigUj Kx>bbbb,* on 
the 80th Hay, crossed the Ehme atlKis 
Bcldorf, and, with twenty five thousand 
men began to press Austrians on 
the Sieg, where the Archduke had only 
twenty thousaud^the great bulk of his 
army, sixty thousand strong, being on 
the Wt bank, m firont of Hayence 
31 The Republicafis succeeded m 
defeating the advanced posts of the Im 
penalists, crossed the meg, tuiUed the 
position of Ukerath, and drove them 
back to AlteSkifcihef. There the Aus 
trians stood Arm, and a severe action 
took place General NST, with a body 
of light troops, turned their 1^ and 
threatened theircommunicattons, while 
Kleber, having advanced through the 
hills of WeyershuBch, assailed 
front, and SouLT t menaced their re¬ 
serve at Ejropach The result of these* 


^ Jean Baptiste Kleber was bom at Strass 
bura hi 1704 His father was a domestic m 
ilio service of Cardual Rohan who became 
so notorious in connection with the affiUr of 
the diamond nOcklace and he was at first 
destined f<n the protcssloa of an archlteot, 
for which he evixiood a considerable turn 
One da> at Paris, when pursuing his studies, 
he saw two foreigners msuited by some 
young men in i houso he took their 
part and extricated them Ikom the attack 
in return, they offered to take him with them 
to Munich to which dty they belonged and 
idace hixh in the Mhitoy Academy there 
T)ie ofier was too tinapting to be resist^ 
the utudy of arohitect^uTe was ex^jhangod foi 
tiic careei of arms and su<^ was me pro 
cres^ made by the young student tn hismill 
tury studies thatGeneroi Koumtz son of the 
celebrated minister of the same nama invited 
him to Vienna and soon after gave hup a 
commission as sub lieutenaut in hie 
ment He remained in the Austrian sirttico 
irf^m 177fitol7S5 and madehis first essay la 
arms against the Turks but^ disgusted at 
length with a service in ^ch promotion was 
awarded only to birth be resigned his com 
misslcoi, returned to France, rbsmnsd bis 
prolesfdoxi of an anddtect and obtained the 
situatlcmotiiu|peotor of public edifioes at Bd* 
Tort, which he held for six yean 
The Revolution however oalled 
very dtfihtoDt destiidea. InaxevoltatMbrt, 
in 1791 he espoueedthe cease of tiie pepur 
loco whom he beod^tt^ defeated 
ment of Royal bouls, which strove m sou 

S ressthetiunult Thlsthcidentdetfirniiim 
isfuturacareor retreat was impos^ble he 
hid now no ebanceefsKOb^ but ihadvaiu^ 
with the Revolution in 179^ he enteiud os 
a private Into a regiment of volunteetk bf 
the Hpp^ Rhine In which his lofiy stature 
fitarlemdemeanour, and pve,vious 
acquamtancewlthwar soon g^lted him 43on 


slderation and elevated him to the rank of 
adjutant major m which capacity be acted 
for some time under General Custlne When 
that officer was brought to teiol, he had the 
courage to do what m those days required 
stronger nerves than to fSsoea battery of can 
noQ-^to ^ve evidence in bis favour Tho 
known vehemence of his Republican prin 
doles preserved him tWm the destruction 
which otherwise would have awaited him for 
that courageous act and he was soon after 
seSit osgeziendofbngadetoXaVendile where 
his talents and mtremdity were expeiieuocd 
with fiital effect by the IfoyaUst fcrroes. His 
able conduct raamly contributed to the vie 
tones of GhoUet, ManA and Savenoy which 
proved so fatal to the Veudean cause After 
having madea triumphant entry ixi to h antes, 
and in effect finished the war he was removed 
fiom his oemnumd inoonseouenceof tboun 
disguised manner in which he expressed his 
abhotrefice of the sanguinary cruelties wRIh 
whi<^ tke Committee of Pubuc Salvation de 
sdatsdthe country sftei the contest was over 
Huiimrestrainod noedom of speech longpre 
vented iQeber s promotion, as it does in every 
age i^t of really great men Every govern 
mtsns, monarchfeu, aristocratic or rspuUi 
can* seeks fer idiant talent not lofty Intel 
lect The disasters of the RepubRo; however, 
at length rendered ins employment mdis 
pensame and he received a eopamand as jgen 
oral sf divialen. In which capacity he bole 
Impart in the battle of Fhnmis. mi in aU the 
semiequent opm^ons of the amy of the 
Sanffim and House In l796Ldowntdm«crCiM 
Ing of the Inline by Johrmvm wiring ITDfi 
— MvXXRbddll ^2{KLaBK1l) 
t Tiesn dePt^ afterwards Marshal 

of France and thute of Holmatioi was bom 
at 8t Atbans, in the d^miteoeht of Tton, on 
the S9th Hank itok jMa beftne his 
great rival WsUhigcon aa^ki the Wane year 
with Lannes^ Key and so many others of the 
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moTei&aiittfwa«,tiuifcih6 AustmnftT^ere 
dman Wund tike Lahn at lamburg, 
WL&tlid lorn of fifteen hundred pnsdn 
ex9 ttxd twelTe pneoes of cannon. 

Sfi, Thtt^ictoxy piodaoed the deBSrad 
eShc^ bjr drawing the Arohdulu, with 
the greater port of his foree% aesroee 
the Khin% to succour xnensoed 
points On tii6 10th he pened that 
nver with tbirt^two batwoos and 
eighty sqaadroas, arrived in ^ neigh 
faourhood of Ziimburg fimr da^ aftw, 
and moved, with ftrtylfiTf thousand in 
fimtry and e^ghtem thousand carakiTy 
agfuxut Ihe Bap^bboahe on the 
Bide Jousdan, uponthu^ leaving Mar 
cesu twenty thousand men near 
Haymioe, crossed the Bhineat Neuwied 
wiuk the bidk of hie foroee^ to aappovt 
Kleber Hia intention waa to cover 
J^e investment of Ehreobreitstem, and 
for this purpose to paas the Lahn and 
attadc Warienaleben, who connuattded 
the advanced guard of the IinpmjdiBtii, 
but the Archduke, resolved to take the 
initiative, anUoipated him hj a day, 
and oomm^eed an attadk; with ali 
fcueea Tbje position df the Bepublz 

lioroeaoftheBevo>hil;ioi& Desosadedoflmza- 
bis vareutfl be entered the artov 
private in the SSd Bapal tnlium^ but his 
inteUigonce and qulolcusas heviag early made 
lUEC cooipicuoaa he was aj^iinedl m 1791 
drill aerge&at to A battalion of volunteers who 
had been raiasd on the tTtmer Bhina s^ 
afterwards received from Harshsi Isxekatr 
his eomTirfssioa as fub-Ueuteoant in tiiie aanse 
regiment ffis talents ere katg led tahie being 
employedlnunpoitantdutlecik JSewasdheseQ 
ospt^ by the soldiers by ae q te n a t to n, and 
ea»n intrusted ty CbsUne with ^ oommnd 
of two haStabqbB, Be was dM&guidMd at 
the baUle of KsisOTlarUem, atthe atonmng 
of the lines of Weissenbuifi' and the nege of 
FortLouis but it was at the bottle of Suurus 
that be first gave proof of bis andanfitad 
^larseter The brave Maroeau there fimnd 
mmsiilf deserted ty bis troops who were 
fiyiflg iiik the utmost disorder towards the 
gamma leaving the rk^it of ^e army en 
ttoty u&oovi«e«L In dh^patr, be was mwxt 
to rush into the tSfekest of the fight, eed 
seek oealk firam ^ eiifmtys beyoneta At 
thataismatSoUlt brnStnleas. came op. ^fou 
would dia, Barbteui** smd the fbtme an 
HdstotVelli&ijton, **s&d leave yoursoU 
dlOT dishonourea tyand seek them gluing 
them batfie to tba onsine it *biu be mote 
ldec)M to Mamt wma them ** Bsreeau, 
struskjMidi ttt5» Woa^ fbUowad bis men, 
sw aPeede d .loraUyi«jgtbeaa andledtbembsak 
fiOshare ha the mfimate glorias of the day 
dftsr fioh he iwt in w aottoas on 


cans was in ih& highest degree mitical, 
aa they were compelled to fight with 
the Bhme on their nghtfiank, and be 
tween them and France, which would 
have exposed them to utter rum m case 
of a eenous reverse The Archduke 
judioioosly brought the mass of hxs 
forces against French left, and, 
having overwhelmed it, Jourdon wsa 
compelled to draw bade all his troops 
^ avoid being driven into the nvei, 
and eomplatelj deetioyed amidst its 
prempitoua banks He accordingly re 
tired to Neuwied, end lecrossed the 
while Eh^et received orders 
to retire to Bdssddorf, and regam 
left bank Kray puasmed him with the 
wmg of the Austrians, and a 
Jdoody and furious action misued at 
Ukerethf which at length tenmnated 
to disadvantage of the French, m 
consequence oi the impetuous charges 
of the Imperial cavalry Kleber con 
turned his retreat, and. regained the m 
trendied camp around the Ut^dt pont 
sA DUsseldorf 

fi3 Meanwhileihe army on the Upper 
Bhmsk under the command of Mobsau, 

the Ourthe and the Boer at the couoliislon 
of the esmpaign of 1794. and was engaged m 
the blockade of Isncembnrg till the surran 
der of that place. Punag the chequered 
c&m|M4gn of 1796, he commanded a light di 
Tisien Cf three battalions and five squadrons 
whiqh xmidered eeientlai acrrvkoe both in the 
advsswed guard during forward and the 
xesr<guardlnmtingrademoveme&tB. Intbo 
course of one of thm, he was suddenly en 
velsped uem* Berbers by four thousand Aus 
trlaa Cavalry, Summoned to sixirender to 
tblB vast auMvierity of horse be aet the 
easmy at de^noe mrmed bis inftnhy ui 
two oloaa oolmnns, with the cavalry in the 
icteval between mem asd in tw order 
marched five hourA constantly fighting in 
the course of which he repulsed no Isaa than 
asvm ichsiges without bemg ever broken or 
Icauiff a gun or a standard until he m)oinod 
faaaa&ty the ranks of hiaeountrymen Alter 
ten daya*rQ)oa8 he was agam in motion com 
maaded in combat Batte Big fought 
on tbs aufflmit of a iofty ridge then kueo 
da^ In snow, wbers he infiicted a loss on the 
eattiiy of two thooaand men and took part 
in the battls of FriedbeiW) the success ot 
wbli^ bkeidU md valour powsrfiilly oontoi 
buted. Bis name will be ftund connected 

tnumpHs of Bapo 
knoe PI the south of 

___in ISIS andlSU 

bfive Sseored ftr bun a place m the vety first 
rank of mflltaiy gteiy —BieprapW* dt9 <b» 
tssjiwnskw, tin. i67>. Sovfir} 
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had commenced offensive operations ministanng the affurs of some emi 
This great general^ boiu m 1763, at grants^ who, but for has probity, would 
Morlau, m Bnttauy, was the eon ai a have lost their all This tragic event 
respectable advocate in that town, and conffrmed his son in the repugnance 
had been oc^^naUy bred to the bar which he already for the atrocities 
While yet engaged m that profession of ihe Jacobinsy and detertnmed him to 
he was appointed Pr4vot drott at devotehunself exclusively to the career 
Benuea, m n^eh situatton his solid of arms Heoommanded the n^t wing 
talents, great acquirements, and cour of Pichegm’s anhy in the winter Cam 
teous manners, gave him an entire as paign of 17&4, which procured for the 
Cendant over the students of law m Ilepublioana the ^ssesnon of Holland 
that provincial oapitiJ, who styled hun When thatj^er^was tnmsfermd fxfom 
in 1737, on occasion of ite conteshwith the sceneoa^^^viantriujicqshBtothe 
thectown, '^OeneralofiheParhamenl* ^commandofthearEoy oftheBluneand 
Tempeni^ at the s^he tune prudence Hoaelle, Moreau received the commimd 
with fiitzmess, he succeeded m calming m chief of the army of Holland, and, 
tile effervesoence of the young men, by the Wisdom ana justice his ad 
and subduing a revolt which otherw^w xxunisiration, attracted muversal esteem 
might have been attended with senqps --^-tiie more so, os it exhibited such a 
consequences. When the Bevointioti contrast to the utuveraal rapacity and 
broke out, he oiigamsed a company of ahmneleas extortions of tiie comnus 
artiheiy volunteers, of whic^ he was sxoners of the Oonventron Afber^EdS 
elected captaut Weaiy of pacific ser dismissal of Fichegiu feom the com 
vice, and finding the legal ntofesaion xmmd of the army m Alsace, m the 
wholly destroyed by the pumio convul winter of 1795, he was ap^mted his 
sions, he solicited a situation in 1792, sucoessor, and two traits of hu conduct 
m the gendarmme or 9nfi^m$ed poltoe in that campaign, overlooked in the 
Happily hiS application was unsuccess whirl of its important events, deserve 
ful, and, having soon after enhated in to be recorded, as marking at once the 
a r^ment of the Ima, he made his dd t w bity and generosity of ms character 
but m war under BtunouneT, in the when compelled to retreat by the ad 
campaign of flanders in 1793 £Ub in mirable skill of the A,rohduke Charles 
tdligenoe and sagaci^ speedily ocev firom the heart of Bkvam to the Upper 
moned his pronh^on he was raised Bhine, he pr^erred fon^g his way 
by the suffrages of the soldiem to the sword m hand through the defiles of 
rank of colonel, before the end of the the Black Forest, occupied by the ene 
campaign he was a bngadier ganeral my, to vioiating the neutrality of the 
mid in the following year, on the re Swiss ttititoty near the lake of Con 
commendation of Pichfigru, he was ap stance, v^ch would have given 
pointed general of diviMon, and intinst- the means of a bloodless retaMl And 
ed wifh sm important oommand In the vdbien his rival, Napoleon, was hard 
maritime distncta of Flanders, There, pressed by the Austnana tinder Alvinm 
^ter vanous lesser successes, he sue m Italy, he detached a corps across the 
oeeded in planting the B^bltoan Tyrolese Alps to rekdorce him, suffi 
atandaids on the important fort of cieUt again to chatn vmtoiy hi the 
Boluse on tiie Sch^h etaadards of tli^ ArCay of Italy '' 0 

84 At the moment that Moreim was Momu mi CamQ% on hm^g of 
rendering these important services to ^&ls— 0 my Am Fabius, how great 
France, the Jacobins of Brest sent hie were m that Cj^raumstance! how 
fathei to the soaffolti That respM supenor to ^ wretehtd mshW Of 
able old man, who, by ids benefi^oe generals, which to Oiften cauee im best' 
to the unfortunate m HorlatAf Where l^i^d Ontei^risea to miscalty 
he resided, had ^aed the lurnsme iff 85 Moreau Was the most OOnsnai 
tike Father of rae poor,*’ had excited mate general who appeantd in the 
the jealousy *of the Bcvolutioidste m Fitoch anmes in tbit age of glory 
his province^ by his humaiuty m ad Without the ea|d‘^ l^a&ce or vsw 
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ment gemue of Napoleon, he m 
comparably tfiore judicious and cir 
oumspect be neyei could have made 
the campaign of Italy m 1796, oi in 
Champagne m 1814 , but neither would 
he have incurred the disasters of the 
Moscow retreat, nor lost his crown by 
the obstinacy of his grasp of Spain 
lilore closely than any general m the 
Kevolutionaiy wars he resembled Mail 
borough He had all his prudence, 
circumspection, an4 skill in Wax, but 
he wfint^ the kn^l^dgesof men and 
incomparable address which xenderecl 
the English hero equally gieat in the 
cabinet as id the field Like Fabius, 
Epammondas, and Turenne, he trusted 
nothing to dumoe, laid his plans wiith 
consummate abiUty, and, calculatmg 
ith equal precision the probabilities 
of success or disastei, often succeeded 
l^chieving the foimer without incur 
ring the latter But he was great as a 
general alone—as a man he was only 
good. He had no turn for pohtic^ 
nfiaira, and was wholly unfit to be 
the h^ of a party Gifiied with rare 


sagacity, an imperturbable coolness in 
presence of danger, and a rapid coup 
d cctl in the field of battle, he was emi 
nently quahfied for mihtary success, 
but his mpdesfy, indecision of mind, 
wd retanng habits, rendered him unfit 
to cope m political life with the energy 
and ambition of Napoleon He was, 
accordingly, illustnous as a general, 
but unfortunate as a statesman a sin 
cere republican, he disdained to accept 
elevation at the expense of the public 
freedom , and, after vanquishing the 
Impenahsts at Hohenhndon, he sank 
before the audacity and fortune of his 
younger and less scrupulous nVal 
36 On arriving at command, 
cdter the disixusaal of Pichegru, he ap^ 
j^ed himself assiduously, with the aid 
of Reynier, to reoigonise aud restore 
the army, whose spuit the disasters of 
the preening campaign had consider¬ 
ably weakened. The French centre, 
thirty thousand strong, contoned at 
the foot of the Vosges Mountains, was 
placed under the orders of Dsbaix * 
the left, under St CT£,t had its head 


* Lmus Charles Desaix was bom at St Hil 
airo m 176^ of a uoblo &ini1y At the age of 
fifteen he entered the regiment of Bretagne 
nnd was soon distinguished by his severe and 
romantic character In 1791 bo was ap¬ 
pointed aide de-dunp to General Victor de 
Broglie His first aetion in the Bevolntion 
ary army waS tn the combat of Laaterburg 
1708 in whi^ his hwotc courage wasso con 
spicious that it procured for bun rapid pro 
motion In |796 he commanded one of Mo 
rcousdWfsicua OfaHthe geiru^slever 
>iad under tike ” said iVspoleon, ^^Pesafx and 
Ktshor possessed the greatest talents--*e8pe* 
cialiy llosaix as Kleh^ only loved war us it 
was the means of procuring him rlobos and 
pleasures whereas Besaix loved glory for 
iteeU^ and despised ev^ything else^ 
was wholly wrapned'Uti'm war andglory To 
him rtdMB and pleasures were v^ueless^ nor 
did he give them a moments thought. He 
demised cetnfort end convenience wrapt in 
a cloak ho wew hims^ under a gm, and 
•flent as contentedly as in a pslaoe Upright 
a id honest Ih all his prooMlngs m was 
calted by^ Ahfos the JoM aulten Kleber 
rnd Tfoffiix wore an irreparable loss to ike 
l<foncK army ^^O^K|UaA,6. 237 23$, aud 
£tog Umv xi 12g^KS^) 
t Ijaurent Gouvi^ at vyr afterwards 
Marsha] and Peeri^yrsace, was bot^ai^fAil 
ontbelSUiAprfilTfil Vuen celled i^n to 
decide upon nls professiou he depUu^ the 
army, to which his fiither had desUned him, 
on account of the alo^ protantion and indo 
lent hfe oi tlie officers in psfioiv Mid took to 


painting in pursuance of which he travelled 
to Italy and studied some years m Romo 
Having completed hispt eparatory education 
be rotumea to Piwis where he began to 
practise his art in tec atohesr of the pointci 
Brenel but the lOte ot August soon amvod 
the fine arts were forgotten in the wlurl of 
the Eevolntiou and the young painter aban 
donihg ids pacific pursuits, "onxoUed himself 
in one of the numerous corps of volunteers 
which were Ui^ formit^ in the capital 
There he was aptedUy nused by the voice 
of his comrades to tho rank of captain and 
seat, in November 1793 to the army of tho 
liOwe^ Iteiue, with which he continued to 
act derwu to the peace of Campo-l ormio It 
is to this circumstanoa that we owo tee valu 
able Memoirs which he has loft on teat pc 
nod often war and which ^blzihed m 1881 
accompanied by a magnificent Atlas have 
biMiome one of the most important military 
records of the Revolution His name will 
foequently apipearin tee followingpoges par 
ticularly in Catalonia ial8d9 and ill O and 
during tiie campaigns of Moscow and 6er 
many in 1818 and 1813 His lalonts for war 
were remaricable l^ew of his generals pos 
sessed more of the oonfldcnce of Napoleon 
and none has left such scientific and iumm 
out military memoirs on the campMgns in 
which he was engiu^ His aUlitiM were of 
thesedidond jiidlofoua rateerthanthe showy 
and dazzling kind, hU understanding was 
exeoUent, his penetration keen hisjud^ept 
sound his survey of aflhlrsV>mprehenMve, 
and be was brave and tenouous of purpose, 
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quai-ters at Deiixponts ^ while the rights 
under Moreau in person, occupied 
Strassburg and Huningen The Aua 
tnanSfinhke manner, werem threedivi 
Biona the right wing, twenty two thou 
sand strong, was encamped in the neigh 
bourhood of Kaysersiautem, and com 
muuioated with the Ardiduke Charlea, 
the centre, under the orders of Starray, 
amounting to twenty three thousand 
infantiy and nine thousand horse, was 
at Muschbach and Mannheim, while 
the left 'wing, comprehending twenty 
four thousand infantry and seven thou 
sand cavalry extended along the course 
of the Rhine from Phalipshnig to BUe 
Thus, notwithstanding all their misfor 
tunes, the Impenabsts still adhered tg 
the ruinous system of extending they* 
forces—a plan of operations destined 
to bring about all but the rum of the 
monarchy 

87 Moreau resolved to pass ihe 
Rhino at BUassburg, as that powerful 
fortress was an excellent pomt of de 
partuie, while the numerous wooded 
islands, which there mtenupted the 
course of the nver, afibrded every fa 
cility for the concealment of the pro 
ject. The fortress of Kehl, on the op 
pomte shore, being negligently guarded, 
lay open to surprise, and, once secured, 
promised the means of a safe ^uissago 
to the whole aimy The Austnans on 
the Upper Rhine were, from the very 
beginning of the campaign, reduced to 
the defensive, in conse(|uence of the 
large detachment sent under Wurmser 
to the 1 yrol, while the invasion of 
Germany by the army of Jputdan 
spread t)ie belief that it was in that 
quarter that the serious attack of fhe 
Republicans was to bo made To mis 
lead the Impenalists still further as to 
hia real design, Moreau made a general 
attack on their mtrenchinents at Maun 
heim, which the effect of mduoiug 
them to withdraw the greater part ^ 
their forces to the nght bonk, leaving 

but he bad not the eagle glance of Napoleoft, 
nor the heroic energy of Ksy and he was 
better qunliftod to zniuce a oimixnspeot com 
mander in chief than, a briUisnt leader of a 
oon^ of an army --S6e VtedeJ!itC!/rj,prtSixed 
wO hls Kemoirs, vol i 112 and ^logtriphu 
diJi Oimttmpora%m, vih 263 264 (Oouvibx St 
CVBj 


only fifteen battalions to guaid the 
t^te de £D}it on the B rench side Mean 
while Wurmser, having departed at the 
head of twenty dight thousand choice 
troops for Italy, ihe command of both 
armies devolved on the Archduke Mo 
reau deemed this juncture favourable 
for the execution of his demgn upon 
Kehl, and accordingly, on the evening 
of the 23d, the gates of Strasaburg were 
suddenly closed, all intercom se with 
the German shore was i*igidly prohibit 
ed, and coliAiniSi^fdroops marched in 
gll directioaH towaids the pomt of em 
baikation 

38 The pomts selected for this hoz 
ardouB operatioftwere GambshSm and 
KehL Twelve thousand men ts eie col 
lected at the first point, and sixteen 
thousand at the second, both detach 
meuts being under the orders of Des^ « 
while the forces of the ImperiaUsta were 
so scattered, that they could not as 
semble aboTe serentqen thousand men 
in forty eight hours m any quarter that 
might be menaced At midnight the 
troops defiled ui different columns and 
profound silence towards the stations 
of embarkation, while false attacks, at 
tended with much noise andconatont dis 
charges of artillery, were made at other 
places to distract the attention of the 
enemy Athalf paaione Desaixgave the 
signal for departure, two thousand five 
hundred men embarked lu sdeuce, and 
rowed aorosathe arm of theRhine to the 
island of Ehslar Rhin, which was occu 
pied by the Imperialists The French 
fell. Without firing a shot, with mo mnvh 
impetuosity upon iha videttes, that the 
Oermans fied in diaordei to the ng^t 
bank, without thinking of cuttmg the 
bridges of boats which oonneeted tlie 
island with the shore Thither they 
were seedily followed by thie Republi* 
cans, who, althoughunSupportedbycav 
airy or artillery, venture to advance 
into the plain, and approach the ram 
part^ of Kehl With heroic resolution, 
but adopting the most prudent course 
in such circumstances, the cOmmaioder 
seQt*back«the boats instantly to the 
Flench side» to bnng overi reinfoi^ 
menie, leaviog hia little band, alone and 
unsupported, in the midst of ^e ene¬ 
my 8 army Their advanced guard was 



8S0 


HISTORY OP toOPE [chap xa 

speedily aasaded by the Soabiaki con teoided with penl, but frequently maeter 
txngent, greatly eupenor in numbers, fortune by the magnitude of losses 
ishTcli was encamped xn that aeighbour they inflict on enemy, and the inten 

hood, but they were repulsed by Ihe uly of the paaeions they awaken 
ateadmess of the French infantry, sup among mankind. Having at length 
ported by two pieces of artery, whi^ collected all has divisions on the right 
they had captured on first readiaiig the bank, Moreau, at the end of June, ad 
shora. Before six o dock in the mom vano^ to the foot of tibie mountains of 
xng, a newdetachmeat of equal strength the Black Forest, at the bead of seventy 
arrived, a fiymg bridge was established one thousand men Ttua celebrate 
between the i Jan d and the 1^ bank, chain forme a mass of rocky hills cov 
and the iBepublioans found ^hemselvas erCd with fir^ separating the valley of 
in such strengUs^cth^ dfoy advanced Uie Bhme firom t^ of the Neokar, and 
to attack of the mtreachmeats qf mercedoidy by narrow ravines or glens 
Kehl They were oaim^ at the point ^e bttabiaa oontmgent, tmi thousand 
of the bayonet, ihe troops of Sv^ia, strong, was already posted at Renchen, 
intrusfed with ^6 defence, fiying with once so famous in the wars of Tuienne, 
sudi prempitatioa that they lost dui pccupying the entrance of the defiles 
teea pieces of catanoB and seven hun nduoh kad through the mountains, 
dred men. On the fofiowing day a They were attacked by the Republicans, 
^Jt^pdga oi boats was established be and driven fi*om their position with the 
tween Straasbuig aifd Kehl, and the loss of ten pieces of cannon and eight 
vholearmyposs^ over in safety Such hundred men Meanwhile the Impe 
was the passage of the Rhine at Kehl, naliets were ooUectuig their scait^ed 
which at the tune was celebrated as an farces with the utmost haste, to mako 
exploit of the most glonous character head against the formidable enemy who 
Without doubt ^ secrecy, rapidity, bad thus biust into the centre of their 
and decision with whidi it was oam^ Ima The Ardiduke Charles had no 
into effect, ment the highest euiogium sooner received the intelligence, than 
But Ihe weakness and £spersion of the he resolved to hasten in person to arrest 
enemy's forces rendered at m enters the advance of an aimy threatening to 
priso of comparatively littte haaard, fail upon his Ime of communioations, 
and it was greatly inferior, both m point apd possibly get the start of him on the 
of difficulty and danger, to Uieordmmg Zhun^ For this purpose he set off 
of the same nver, m the following cam oa the Sflth, wRh twenty four battal 
paign, at Ihenheim, or the passages of ions, and thirty nine squadrons, from 
the Danube at Wagram, S&d of the Be the banks of the Laha, and advanced 
resEHta at Btudieuka Napoleon. by forced maErohes towiirds the Black 

had now the fiurest cfp- Forest, while ^e scattered divisions 
portmuty of deetreymg the Avwtnan the ahny formerly under Wurmser 
army on the Upper ^ne, by aeenes were oonvesgmg tomuds the menaced 
of Edging attacks, ennikr to those pomt 

by whidi Napoleon had discomfited the dO Moreau sjdan was thdesoirnd^e 

army of Beaulieu in Fiedmonh Hslkad valley ofthe Rhine, wUh his centre and 
effected a passage^ whhasupex^ib^ ^ wing, underthe command of Desaix 
uito the centre ^theeiutt^slma, and, audStC^, while his ri^t, under Fe 
byrepidmdve&m^iaEj^tiMveatrae)^ rino, sttsmeod and carxwidiedefiles o£ 
right and left, as Wi^^lddwi as that the Kat^ Foresh and ptudied on to the 
great oaptaia dealt ^ ai Dsgo gnd banks of the Imkar AimtnonS 
Hontenotle. Zhit gane^ <gi the Upper Bfaane and the Murg 

howevbr eoisnixnauctt a iDomdnnder, were i^o^^WtV^ht thousand stro 
hadimtihefiriinjteimxgy^rwlud^ whdathaAsmyte Was hastening with 
yoqnger rival was aatuaa^ half tbaknuw^^i^udr support Pre* 

fiw sttooees rather to dkfiftU 09 /sMaa^ views to adwmomg tc the norlAWard, 
trnnsormeUiodicaliizVssgemen^^ma Moreau dets^ed soxfie brigades mm 
to those mssteiHitiohot whidk are at his ceatrs to edear the right flaxat of 



8S1 


1796 ] EISTdfiT OF EQBOPK 

iha amy* and dnva the enemy from one Oftvaliy of the Impenalutts promised 
the heights of ^ Black Forest, which to be of such admitage, lie eutir^ 
operation was successfully aooompluh drew ba^ hu own left, and directed 
•ed. Meanwhile the kft wmg, contmtt w«ghi of hw force by his right a^unat 
mg to descend the valky of the Rhine the Austrian poaitioii m the mountains 
thorough a Im^ken country, intersected ^ Cyr, who eoznmaaded the Hepubli 
w ith woods and vovnies, approached the cans m that 4iiarter, was diiarged with 
cozps of Latom, whodefendedihebanks the assaultof the pl^au of Botheuscd, 
of the Murg with twenty seveu thou an elevated plam in the midst of the 
aand men. He was attached there by rocky ndges of the Biook Forest, the 
the centie of the Ile|M)hlicai», with approaches to which were obstmoted 
neaily the same force, the kit wler by shrubs, soamvand underwood, and 
StCyrnot having y^emved, and af^ whi^ wa^ ooevq^kd by sue Austrian 
an mdeczBive engagement, the AiisWians. battalions. These brctve troops repulsed 
retired m the b^ order, covered by successive attacks of the ^noh ool 
their numerous cavalry, leaving to therr umns, but having; on the ddbat of 
antagonists no other advantage but the last, pursued the aanulants intd the rug 
poBsemion of tiie field of battk. Ipr- ged and woody ground on the declivily^ 
portant remfbroemeuts speedily came of the heists, their rot^ became 
up on both sides, the Archduke arrived brtduui, and SiCyt,. retunang to the 
With twanty four thousand mesa to the charge, routed the Imperiabsts, 
support of the Impemhsts, while Mo- ihe positton, atfd drove back their l^t 
reau counteibaknced the aequMition towards Piorsbeun Meanwhile £k 
by bringing up St Cyr, with the wk^ saia, with the French centre, com 
wiugk to his sod The forces on menoed a furions attack on the village 
the two sides ware now nearly equal, of Malsoh, which, after being taken and 
amountmg on either to about fifty retaken aeveial times, finiJly remained 
thoniwaii men, and their jHtuaUon wae in tihe hands of the Austnans Their 
nearly the same, bolb bmng at right fiomcrous cavidry now deployed ux the 
angles to IheBhma, andeKteraagfirom plam, but the French kept cautiously 
that stream thro^h a mamhy and under cover of the woods and thickets 
woody plam to the mountains of the with which the country abounded, and 
Blat^ Forest the Austrians, notwithstanding their 

41 The Archduke, who felt the value great aupenonty in horse, were unable 
of time, and was apprehensive of being to obtain any further success than re 
speedily recalled to the deknee of putaingthk attadu on their centre and 
I^wer Rhinei idready threatened by nght, towards the banks of the Elune 
Jourdon, resolved to commence the aV 42. The rektive situation of the con 
tack, and, m ordsr to render his uumer tending parties was now very ain^lar 
ous cavalry of semce, to engage as much Moreau had dislodged the Imperialists 
as possibk in the plmn. For this pur- fiom the mountains, and, by throwing 
pose he advanced Saxons on hss kft forward hxs n|^t,h« had it in his power 
to tttni the Ftemh nght in the moun-^ to out them on freun the line of comma 
tains, and threaten th^ rear, strength nicstion with the Hereditary States, and 
enedtee|dsteauofBothenso],wheivlus menace th«U retesat to the valley of the 
kft cento rested, advanced hu centre Danube (bathe other hand, by so do 
te MsMi, ai^ arrwoqfed to form^ ing, to waahwseH exposed to the dsn 

cavalzy, sa|msrted by ten bafbtah<^ gerofbangtepaintodton to tosem 
as to presa die left m the R^bheans Valley the Shiucy eeeihg Bceaix 
in the plain of tbs Bhine Um attofic ennhsd by the victorious cento and 
was fixed for the July, bntliD niunwoiucswatlieyoftoAustm]^ 
mau, who deemed it hauardatw to re- St«Cyr isckted and e&dtngersd in the 
mam on the dafensive, aatic^ted him mountauu. A Mitend of Kapokon's 
byggencralassaultcatbspreosdn^day resolution and would possibly 

wSmy judging that it was of import- have derived from ihis comhuu^on m 
sweeteavoidttophuzijWhtoitoj&uxBer- [ <nrwnnstaiaofts the xneaas laf achmving 



332 HISTORY OF EUROPE [chap xxl 

the moat splendid Buceeasea, but the DilSBeldoifaudNeuwied, advancing as 
Axchduke Vaa prevented from follow he had always before done, towards the 
ing BO energetic a course by the ciitieal Lahn, with a view to debouch into 
circumstanceB of the Alisttiem domm v^l^y of the Maine, The Imperial 
lons^ which lay exposed and unpro ist^ under Wartenalebeu, there consist 
tected to the attacks of the enemy, and ed only of twenty five thousand infaii 
thepenlouBBitaatLoninwhiehhem%ht try and eleven thousand cavoiiy—a 
be placed m case bf disaster, with a hos force totally inadequate to make head 
tile anny on one nde, and a great river, against the Bepublicnms, who amount 
lined with the enemy^s fortresses, on ed now, after the neoessary deductions 
the other For these reasons he re toblockadeMavenoe,CaaBcl,andLhren 
aolved to forego the splendid, to pursue br^ fe tem, to fifty ^ouaond men At 
the prudent courseft-tp setfire fromtlie the period of the passage of the rivei, 
fiontier to the interior of Germany,| the Austtiau army was scattered over 
and to regain, by the valleys of the a long Ime^ and might have been easily 
Maine and the Neckar, the plain of the beaten in detail by on enterpnsing 
Danube* which nver, supported by the enemy, but Jourdan ajilowed them to 
fortresses of Ulm and Batisbon, was the concentrate then tioops behind the 
true frontiei of Austn% and brought I^hn without deriving any advantage 
bun as much nearer hiB own, as it with from his aupenonty of force and their 
drew the enemy from their resources exposed situation Aftei some inoon 
witn this view he retired, by a forced siderable skirmishing, the Republicans 
march in the evemng, to Pforzheim, crossed that nver, and the Austnans 
without being disquieted ni his move having stood firm in the position of 
xnent, and, aftei throwing gamsons Fnedberg,apartial action ensued, which 
into Philipsburg and Mannheim, pre terminate to the disadvantage of the 
pared to abandon the valley of the laitei, who, after a vigorous resistance, 
Rhine, and retreat by the Keokar into finding their light fiauk turned by 
the Bavarian idains Agreeably to this Lefebvre, retreated with the loss of two 
plan, the Impenahsts bioke up on the pieoes of ciumon and twelve hundrad 
14th from Pfondibun, and retn^d ifiow men After this success, Jourdan ad- 
]y and in the best ordei towards Stutt vanned to the banks of the Maine, and, 
^art and the right bank of the Neckar by a bombardment of two days, com 
By so doing th^ drew nearer to the palled bis adversaries to evacuate the 
army of the Lower Rhine undei Wart- great city of Frankfort, and retire alto 
c na^eben, and gamed the great objeOt to the left bank of that mcr 

of obtaining a central and intenoi line Austnans now drew all their dis 
of communieatioii, from which the posable troops out of the fortress of 
Arehduke soon derived the most bttl Mayenoc, and roused then force under 
hant advantages Meanwhile Moreau Wi^nsleben to thirty tiiousand m 
advanced hmright centre,underStCyr^ fantry and fifteen thousand cuvolzy 
through the mountams to Fforsbeim, while Jourdan^a amy, on the nght 
while the right wing, under Ferino, baiik of the Maine, was swelled, by the 
spread itself through the Black Forest addition of some of the block^iug 
to the frontiers of Switeeiland. l%e corps, to forty six thousand of the fm 
result was, that by th# middle of July mer, eight tWisand of the latter 
the Republican army covered a space 44 The Directoiy, in ^escribing the 
of fifty leagues broad, from Stuttgart oonduot of the oampai^ to the gen 
to the Lake of <kmBtcmce. ^ eralB,wei«oO!nBtantlyizmuencedbythe 

4SI Meanwhile lUipoit&nt opmel4ons deura to tum at once both fiaiiks of the 
had taken place On the ,^Wer Mine, enemy^aa iqjudiieibaft design, which, 
Ko sooner was Jourdan mfoitgefi of<he by gMug an ecoei^ttie direction to their 
passage of the Rhine At £ehl, and the and them from com 

departure of the Arahdult^e to reififiirce mtmicating withorassxBti&g each 
the army of the Upper Rhine, than he led to all the dxaaaters wluoh signahwd 
hastened to recrosa the same UveT at [tiiA conclusxon of the coinpaigQ On 
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the other hand, the Axehduke, by* gir menoed hia retreat during which hiB 
ing a Gonoentnc direction to hts forces fatce was stiU huther weakened by the 
in their i etreat, and ultimately amving withdrawing of the Saxon and Suabiau 
at a point where he could fall, with an contingents, amounting to ten thou 
orerwhelmmg force, on either adver aand men, the goyemment of whose 
Gary, ably prepared all the triumphs states, alarmed bj the advance of the 
which effaced its eaily reverses In Repubhcans, now hastened to make 
Conformity with these different plans— their separate submissions to the cou 
while Moioau was extending his right querois By the 25th July, the Aioh 
wing to the foot of the Alps, pressing duke s army was concentrated on the 
through the defiles of the Aibis and the nghtbank of the Neckar,betivixt Caiiu 
Black Forest mto the valley ofgthe st^ and Esslingen It was there at 
Daunba, and Jouidan was slowly ad tacked, fol^wiug morning by 

vancing up the banks of the Haane to ^Moreau, with bis woiu centre and left 
Walds Bohemia—tlie Ardiduke regain *wiug, and, after an obstinate engdgc 
ed the right bank of Ifockai, and ment, both parties remained on 
Waitenslebon the left bank of the held of battle Next day thfe Impe 
Maine—movements which, by bnng rialists retired in two columns, under 
lug them into close proximity with the Archduke and Hotze, through the 
each other, rendered unavailing all tlie Alb niountams, which separate the 
supenointy of their enemies In tiuth, valley of the Neckar from that of the 
nothing but this able direction of the Danube The one followed the vailfjir or" 
retreating, and injudicious dispersion the Reims and the route of Hchomdorf, 
of the odYoacing force, could bwro cn the other the Yalley of the bik Their 
abled the Imperialists at all to make umtedforcedid not nowexceed twenty 
head agamat ikeir enemies, for, inde- five thousand infantiy and ten thou 
pendmt of tiie deduction of twenty sand cavalry Moreau followed them 
eight thousand men despatched under nearly in a parallel line, and on the 
Wurmser into Italy, the A^nan$ were 23d debouched into the plains near the 
weakened by thirty thousand meU sources of the Danube, and the upper 
whom the Archduke was obliged to extremity of the valley of the Reims 
leave in the different garrisons on the 46 Tne Aiuhduke took a posit on at 
Rhine, so that the foice under his Im the top of the long ndge of Bomm 
mediate command consisted only of kirch, with the deugn of falling upon 
forty thousand infantry and eighteen the heads of the enemy’s tuJumns, as 
thousand cavalry, while Moreau was at Uiey issued from the valleys into the 
the head of sixty five thousand of tiie plain, and in order to gain time for the 
former foice, and six thousand of the evacuation of the magasmes of Ulm 
latter The formidable natuie of hie po^on 

45 But the admirable phm of oper- there, and the dispersion of las own 
itions which, the Archduke sketched forces, u hich were toiling through the 
out at Pforzheim, ** to retreat slowly, defiles m the ram*, compelled Moreau 
and disputing eveiy inch pf ground, to halt for days to concentrate bis 
without haz^mg a general engage forces Six days afterwards the Impe 
xnent, until tlie two retiring armies nal general resumed his retreat, which 
were so near that they could unite, and was contmued with uncommon firm 
he might fidUfith a superior force upon ness, and in tho best order, till he 
one or other of his odversanee,” mti reached tho Danube, where he prapared 
mately rendered all thm gie4i to recommence theoffsnsive. He there 

superionty, and threw back i^e much found eommumcatiott vniSHi 

forces with disgtuoa and dis^iater to She his left wing, under Froehch^ which 
Rhine Havmg assembled all tdl parha h|d reljtrfid wrou^ the Black Forest, 
of artillery, during his sh^ stay at and mounted iB^murteeuthoum 

Slid Ihrowu fanii^ and four |ik«uscmdoaveIi^,.wh]k 

thnCorta^Bses, whndi were to be hffttn, ootrespondnig wing of ^ 
th^ovm resources, the anoer Fenno, ap^aitdied. Mo- 
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naOf mi rauod his Ibrca to fifty'^esght x&eoc^ bis xnsroh, with. ^ekr^Hurea 
thoufland uK&ntrT^Mod a&pen t^oiisiuid tluxoBBiHi toen^ up the Talle^' of the 
harm The Archdoko adrioscc^ liatite^oathegtmtroadto Wiiitzbv^ 
der of battle to Hetreduim^ but hv while Wiuctcatslebe&Tetared^ with a force 
left wmg, under SMxch, did not gmm eomevdiat an£»ru»r, through the forest 
in time to take aw part in the aohoa of l^pMSPty to the neighbourhood of 
which there enffued. 0is demgn m ao towa Whrtxbfuvg soon after auiv 
doing was to gam tune lor the evaoue- rendered te the umdera^ and the lat- 
tioD of his zoflgasmes at Uhn, and be ter general retired sucoaesml^ to Zell, 
enabled to contanue b» retreat with A»d>ezig, andFonhhmntt whma sharp 
more leisure towards WartesMleben, aotton ensued hastween the eavalr 7 of 
who was now falLmg pwdk towsrd»tiie the tpn> armies, m which tlm Fr«moh 
Naab but^ as he gmjbattie with hia bonouraUy^ ttaisted a supenor force 
rear to the Danube, he ran ^e ruk of ttsmee the Anetnaim ocmiiaued 

total destruction in case of defeat. By xhairretreattowards the ^loab, and after 
a rapid movement he succeeded m bloody actLons at N*mkjrchen> Shda 
forcing beck and turning the n^t of bach, and Wolyeaang,m which no deoi- 
Moreau, and, pressuig forward with hie siveeucoesswaaebtamedbyeitherparty^ 
left wing, got into his rear, and caused oro|wed that nver, and finally arrest^ 
such an alarm, that all the pSiks of their retrc«iwd»movemeii:t on ttm iSth 
ammunition retreated in ha^ from August. The converging direction of 
{lie Feld of battde^ But the oentre, un the ntxnng oolumne of the two Ans- 
der St Cyr, stood firm, and the Aue^ tmn axixnes might have apprased so 
tnan force being disuiiuWd into oevaral m^nenced an offieer aa Jourdan of tiis 
columns, over a space of tea leagues, objectofihe Archduka^sadthedanger 
the Archduke was unable to tako ad- whuh he ran by oontmumg any fto^er 
vantage of his success, so as to gmn a his advanoa But ha did not conceive 
decisive victory Meanwbnle Moreau, luxaself at liberty to deviate from tixe 
nowise intimidated bv the defsot of hm ordcars of theXhreoiotT, aud» instead of 
right wing, or the Bomn in his rear, intetppoamg between move approaching 
stroigthened his oentire by hu reserve, armies^ contumed hie eoamtno move- 
and vtgorouriyte|mlsed all the attach meat to tom tiimr^otvtermf^ 
of the enemy, and at two ydobk in the 46 The time had now arrived when 

afternoon ihe finng ceased at all pemts^ the Ardbdnfce deemed it ssfh to put m 
without any deounve aaccess hsv^ pnctice hn lonMueditated movement 
been gamed by eitiber party, both m for the reUrfol waetensleben In the 
whom had to laze»nt a loss of tbme middle (^August ha imt out from the 
thousand men On the day fbllowm^ environs of Neubniw on the Danube^ 
the ^npeiraliste mossed the Xhmuba with twenty eight wousand men, and 
without bemgdfs^iiaeM by the waetS^ moved norfa h wapd e t o w ar dii the Naab, 
and brake down all the bndgee ovtf leBvmgGenm«ilAtoiirwithtiitrty*fivw 
ttuttnverasfkrasDoimworUL Mean* thcusimdb^ make head dnang wah- 
while FVml^ wa» retreaimg through senee agamft Bforeatt. Ha amsed on 
the horest, foBowed by Fenno, and & thah nwer oar the 2dt!h, and ordete warn 
tween these oorpe eevend Idoody but iminediatsly mrem attadbag the 
indecisiveaokons took place; But more enemy By tm junction od thnoot^ 
important evaata were now i^roaeii uedm* the Archduke with that under 
mg, and thosedeciiuvesjfrbkes ^utto Wartendehen, their nmttth itosn wan 
be stniok, which saved Owmany and miaed to three thonsand 
detartnm^ the fiUe of life oaanpainiL the trocfs of 

4iL Jomtixn* after having mnilned' poftdto thandid nchCM^ kftirthff 

afrwdayaa^ Fbuskfiirt^ lossm it had amtaitMd^ fboi^li^e tho^ 

hea^ eenfributfam m smik Thus tide 

efty, propel^ to manme hfr solved the^amtib hwmte aaidin^ ^ 

to oDf^^piitikB wxIhXh^ ppebiwnm war, ttwk e< ftiweirmhlMi 
admmee into the Bmpiiv. He oom witii Imse upoPD the wka^ infteie$ 
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a decided euperionty at the dedatre their position, and owed their safety to 
point Berna^tte^ who oommanded die firmness with wiuob Gkmeral Kbt* 
the advanced guard of Jourdou s ajesw, sustauAd the attadca of the enemy 
which had crossed the ndge of hflU with the remfgtimd 
forming the northeni bound^ the 49 The Bituatm of Jonrdan was 
valley ^ the Danube, had tahen ^st now in highest degree cntical By 
at Teming He was there attacked by this success at Amberg^ the Arehdu]y» 
the Archduke, and, alto an obstmate had got upon his direct road to Kurem 
1 e^tanoe, driven back into the meun berg, through which hut retreat neces-* 
tains he had reeratly passed, which se- sanly lay, and he was, m consequence^ 
parate the valley of the Marne from that oom^l^^ to fhll back through the 
of the Danube, while Hotze, who came mouatams which separate the Naah 
up towards the dose of ^e action, from the by* cross road% whh 

pursued his cbecomflted troops to the aH his baggage aftd^ark^ of artery 
gates of Neumarki Early on the fol Hu nog thu critiod operation, the fina 
lowing morning the Auatnana resumed ness and disctphne of the Frenoh troops 
the pursuit, and drove the Bepubhoans alone saved them &om total destruction 
from that town so flax back, that they Ney, with the rearguard, contmued to 
found themselves on tiiefiankof Jour* make head against the niunenms cavalry 
don s army on idle Naab, which was no of the enemy, and, after a painful pas 
sooner informed of these disasters than sage of six days, during which they were 
it 1 etired to Amberg Leaving pressed with tl^ utmost v:^ur, andsn^ 

to pursue the remams of Bemadotte s currod g^at dangers, ihey at length 
army towards ABdorf, iho Arohduke extneatod themselves from the moun 
turned with the bulk of bis forces upon tains, and reaohed Bchw em^rt on the 
Jourdau, and, havmg put hims^ m Mama, in the dei^est defection, at the 
communication with Wm^toslebea, con^ end of Augim Hotae pmwed that river 
carted with him a general ottsack upon on the lirt September, and soon after 
the mam body of the Kepubboans sk his advanced guard lUado itself master 
Ambaig The Austnan^ vaniw tlie of Wdrtsburg, while the Archduke hke 
Archdmee, advanced in tihree columns wise oooduoted the bulk of his forc^ to 
and when the soldiers perceived, to the nght bank of ito liver Jouidon, 
distant on the honron to the north deemiuganactioiiiiktopenBablemordar 
ward, the fire Warteasleben’e lines, to obtam some respite for his retreating 
the importance of whose ocKiperation oolunma, made ^pacations for a gen-' 
the whole army undexutood, tiq>eniltg oral attack on his pursuers, at the same 
on ihe enemy’s flank, Do^ng coulti time that th» Archduke was coBectmg 
restrain their uniwtitmsity, and loud Im &rc^ to aa nelson on his own park, 
shouts announoed to oarivwof thelong Tim courage and vivacity of the Eepub« 

wished for momoat of victory The hoausokbeie appeared sgatn when 
l^rcneh made but a feeble lesistance faced to «iemy, and toy prepared 
assailed at once m feont and flank, they with to utmost alacrity to occupy eXL 
fell bank to the pletora m to reai of to positioos which w«m deemed no* 

* Ificwu ifav to bravest whom was first appointed alde^ camp to Oeneud 
Fxsnce produced in that age of glory was de LaUsmand and afterwards edjutaat gen 
bom ou Itth January 1700 in th« flame year eml to Oeneml Kiehyr lit was tu this Ismr 
with Widbngten bonnea and so xoany other capacteti^ishewasupgpfted&ithveain]^^ 
lUutttow mep qC to BovolutUm He was ot itsk inXItoiAny in to oenrse of whiui 
the son of e coopv at fissr^ouls, who hs4 he rqueatem^ qis^ngidtod hnnsd( eedwas 
fotmedyseiWedmtoarmy,buk though his apnofetedgeuendoebrigads Historactsr 
fisher wMted Ito tp betoie % minor bfe wtoors felly find a puce in a sidlseqneiit 
ardsnik SM W¥»iimg dkipcdtoi fed hiat, at <^apter afliiapbisnuptousMatandh 
sbeteen* to enSst in u rngimept of hussars, doeop have been reconnfedrbHt to reato 
in which be waaa non oofrunitoned officer mgu mark bttn even now at one ot to afesfi 
whsntbetoe^ntionbrokeoat. HiaentFeme diidanguwhedofllAtwlaeQfslWideiisinhaaM 
IntlwiiidMiy oostom hijfengen andsmiaent one whose tB^fiife to 
taietf |t> to IWdi ■ interest to his memo# 

be wifezaphU^^promottsd hf to elsetion of I, 8fi and Afepwwphw stotr 2^ 

the Mdkin innti own reguaent, and ere long <Ninr). # 
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oessary before commeacing the battle off the field mto the wood of Gram 
On the 2d September both partiee were chatz Victory declared for the Im 
engaged m completing their prepara penaliata at all points, and Jourdan 
tioBB^ and on the 3d the battle decisiTe esteemed himself fortunate lu being 
of the fate of Germany took place able to reach the foi-ests which stretch 
50 The French army was drawn up ed from Giamchatz to AmsteiDr ^^th 
on the right bank of the Maine, from out being broken by the redoubtable 
Wurtzbuig to bchweinfurt, partly on Auetnon squadrons 
a senes of heights which foizaed the 51^ Such was the battle of Wurtz 
northern bameroithevalley, and partly burg, which ddivered Germany, and 
on the plains which extended from their deteitnmed the fate of the campaign 
foot to the shoi^ of the nver Jourdan The trophies of the victors were by no 
imagined that he had only to contend means commensurate to these momen 
with a part of the l^kdhtnan foice, and tone results, amounting only to seven 
th^t the Archduke had returned in per^ pieces of cannon and & few prisoners 
son to make head against the Bepubh but it produced a most important eiiect 
cans on the Danube , but instMul of upon the spirit of the two armies, ele 
that, the Austrian pnnee had rapidly vating the Itnpenal as much as it de 
brought his columns to the right l^nk^ ]fh*eBBed the Republican forces, and pro 
and was prepared to combat lus ante chnng for the Archd Like the possession 
gonist with Kupenoi forces A thick of the direct line of communication 
-fog^ which concealed the mimes from frojp the Maine to the Rhine Disas 
each other, favoured the motions of the trous as it was in its consequences, the 
ImpenalistB , and, when the sun broke bottle itself vr&a hi^ly honourable to 
through the clouds at eleven o clock, it the defeated army, for they had to 
glitteied on the numerous squadions contend with thirty thousand men of 
of the Imperialists, drawn up in double all arms, against thuiy one thousand 
lines on the meadows adjommg the infrntry, and thirteen ^ousand spleu 
nver The action commeso^ by Ki ay did cavalry 

attacking the left flank of the h renoh, 52 After this disaster, Jourdan had 
while Lichtenstein spread himself out no alternative but to retire behind the 
in the plain* followed by Wartensleben, Lahn, a position in which he might 
who coming up upon the left bank of rally round his standards the force 
the Maine, threw himself at the head of maer Maroeau, which blockaded May 
the cavalry mto the nver, and followed ence,and theremforcements which were 
<dosp after theinfantry, who bad defiled expected from the north In doing 
fdong the bndge The French general, this, however, lie was obliged to retreat 
Grenier, who was stationed at the men through the mountains of Fulda, the 
aced point, made a vigorous resistance loads of which are as bad as the coun 
wife the Republican cavalry and light try is rugged and mh<»pitable At the 
infanfry, but the reserve of the Aus- same time MarcCau reoeirei ordftrs to 
tnan cmraaaien having hem brought raise the biodiade of MayenGe, and 
up, Jourdan was obUged to support the make all haste to join the Bepubbean 
line by hut reserve of cavalry A des commander m chi^ behind the Lahnu 
perate charge of horse took plaoe, in The Archduke, nothing intimidated by 
which the Imjimabsts were at first the mraaoing advance of Moreau mto 
repulsed, but the Austnan cuirassiers Bavana, wisely resolved to pursue hte 
having assailed the Republican squad beaten enemy to the Rhine, but^ in 
rons when disordered by sucoess, they stead of following him through the de- 
were bndten^ thrown mto ocmfiisitto, files of the mountains, where a resolute 
and dnipep behind the Ikes oi thm.T rearguard might have arrestednaanny, 
infantry Meanv^hile the jp^na^iont he ^enained to advance* by & parallel 
of Wemeck, muted to the oo^ under march, straight to Lahn, by the 
Btarray, vouted the French o«atre , great road of AschaQbnburg ThehMses 
Hotae preesed thrtr rights and Kray sustedned by the R^blicans m vMr 
drove the divisioii of Oremer eqfarely retreat were very grmt. The mtadM of 
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WurtzbuTg soon snnenderrd with eight 
hundred men, onehuudredcindtwenty 
two pieces of cannon, taken by thorn 
during their advance, Aveie abandoned 
at Schweinfiirt, sixty pieces and an 
immense quantity of ammunition, at 
Freudenborg, and eighty three pieces 
soon after The peasants, who were 
extremely exasperated at the enormous 
contributions kvied by the Republicans 
dunng their advance, support^ by the 
Austnan light troops, who were de 
tached in pursuit of the enemy, fell 
upon the flanks and rear of the retreat 
ing army, and cut off vast numbers of 
the stragglers who issued fiom then 
ranks * 

53 The Repubheans i cached t^e 
Lahn m the most ilisorgamsed apd 
miserable state on, the 9th September, 
and four days afterwards they were 
joined by the blockading foice 
Mayence, under Marceau, fifteen thou 
Band strong, and a division of ten thou 
sand fiom the army of the north, which 
in some degree restored the balance of 
the two anmes The Archduke, hav 
lug concentrated his forces at Aschaf 
fenburg, resolved to attack them in this 
position, and drive them behind the 
Rhine The action took place on the 
16th- The Austrians advanced in three 
oolumna, amounting to thirty eight 
thousand infantry and twelve thousand 
cavalry, havmg received some reinforce 
ments from garnson of Mayence 
Under cover of a powerful fire of artil 
lery, they forced the bridges of Ihe 
Lidin, after an obstmate engagement, 
made themselves masters ot Limburg 
and Dice, notwithstanding the utmost 
efforts of heroism on the part of Gene- 
rfll Marceau, and defeat^ the enemy 
at all points During the night the Re 
publicans beat a retreat under covei of 
a thick fog, wluch long c<mcealed fheir 

* The itronch ^cmselves admit thatit was 
the haired inspired by their oxortions which 
occasioticd this ixipular exasperation against 
tliMn The animosity of theOei mans said 

Caniot in his oonfldentia) letter announo^ig 
these disastera to Napoleon and the un 
happy consequences which have flowed from 
it are a fresh and palnfhl warning to ua 
how speedily the r^xatmu ol discipline 
beootties ihw to an army ^L4ter Confld 
20i^ BCptember 
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movements from the Impenaliats, and, 
when it cleared away on the following 
morning they found all the positions 
of the French abandoned The pur 
suit was continued with the utmost 
vigour dunng the two foUowing days , 
and on the 19th a serious engagement 
took place with the rearguard at Alien 
kirchen, where (General Marceau was 
severely wounded, and fell into the 
hands of the Impenalists The Arch 
duke, who admirad hia gieat military 
qualities, ]^id }iu^ the most unremit 
ting attention, but m spite of all his 
caro he died a few days after, and was 
buned with military honours amidst 
the team of his genorous Enemies 
within the Austnan camp, in front of 
Coblentz, amidst discharges of ariilleiy 
from both armies f &uoh was the de 

t Francois Sevcviu Marceau was bdirn afc' 
Chartres on the let May the same day 
with the Luke of Wellington and in i year 
unusually prodiral of heroic charactem llis 
father was a vulage attorney and had ne 
glected his oducatTon but his elder sister 
who bad come tosupply thoplaceof a mother 
inspired him witli those elevated sentiments 
ana heroic dispositions by which he wan af 
terwards so distinguidiM His passions 
howevet, were ardent, his habits irregular 
and ins temper vehexuout, insomuch that his 
relations were glad to get him oubsted at 
seventeen os a ootnmon soldier in the rcgi 
ment of iiiavoy C<uignau lu which he rapidly 
rose to the highest rank of a non coninns 
moned officer No sooner did the Bevohition 
break out than bo attached himself ^itli 
Vehemence to the popular aide mingled in 
the revolt on 14th July 178d which terminal 
edmthosfionmngof theBastUe and was soon 
aftorappomtedinspoctor of thonational guard 
in hjs noil VO town of Chartres When tlMvar 
broke out in 17d3 he set out ffir the iVonuers 
as commander of the national guard of tlie 
departmentofthe Bare ot Loire Though he 
dlMinguiahed himself In the very flrat cam 
paign yet he soon found the license and irre 
gular disciplme of those volunteer corps alto* 
getheriusiippoitable and he InconseQUonce 
soHcitodeniploymimt in the troopsof the line 
in which he was anointed captain of cuiras 
uers iu the Getmau Legion and sent to Coin 
bat the Vendeana N o sooner had he arrtVed 
at lours on his way to the army than ho was 
arrested by the Comtnissiouera of the Con 
a efltion and made a narrow escape from the 
guillotine lie afterwards at tne battle of 
Baumor saved the life of Bourbotte a-tnem 
bcnrd'theCsnveution attheimminenthaks^ 
of his own and this genorous actum having 
attracted umvcrsu attention he was appomt* 
cd general of brigade, at the age of tweni^ 
foul and soou after minuted, at vecom 

T 
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moralised and disjointed stateof the Re 
pubUcAa army, that, notwithstanding 
the great reinforcemonta which they 
had received, they were totally unable 
to make head a^nst the enemy They 
recroased the Rhine on the 20th at 
Bonn find Keuwied, and were reduced 
to a state of total inactivity for the re 
mamder of the campaign, having lost 
not less than twenty thousand men 

soeadatlon of Kleber w>th the command of 
^0 northern Army of Woat avhich ho Ltd 
at the battle of Mans Tib<PtndiJttal rout of 
^Tpnay 

Hero however anew peril greater thau 
the bayonets oi the KoyalUts awaited bun 
During tho sack oi Mans a young and beau 
tofbl Vendoan threw bcrsclf at his feet bo 
seeching liiin to save her trom the brutality 
of the soldiers With the spirit of % true sol 
dier Maroeau extricated heitiom their grasp 
and had her con\c>cd to a place of salety 
"'he Vcobins imniodiately li>c4{cd Informatiua 
againet him as sheltering toe aristocrats he 
was thrown into prtsou, 'uid only saved iVom 
the guillotinebytm efforts ot theCouveutiou 
alist Bourbotte whom ho had saved on tho 
field of bittJo His Ufa by his lutcrcesHum 
was spared but he was deprived of lus com 
xoand. and for soiqo mauths remamod m a 
pmate station Coniut however had too 
much discerunieiLt to ptrmtt his tolehts to 
waste long in obscurity ho wasn^n Intmst 
ed with a division in the anny ofthe tiambro 
and Meuse and bore a dlstlnguisbod part in 
tho battle of Flenriis. SuUoquently he pass 
ed to the annyoL the f/ywer Rhino and w'w 
intmsfted with the defence and ultimate de 
fltruotionofthcbiKh^oftheRhiue ailerthe 
Bepublicanarmy hail crossed ovenn the close 
ofmecampaignofl7d5 In dtisptur at seeing 
the divietooi orBomadothcv which had uiot yet 
passed overi endangered by the premature de 
■trucft1(hi of the brme by an e^lneor und^ 
his orders; litarceau drtw his sword and was 
goinfi to hithseif when his atm was ar 
rested by Slebtf Who persuaded him to make 
on elfbrt to repel tho enemy, tiil the bridge 
was repaired which was gSMtantly and effet 
tually done Qonerous, humane aaid dUiu 
terested be was \et vehement, and sometimes 
hasty oat his iMliuga were those of a noble 
chonudet His military quahtiet were thus 
summed up by Slober^ 1 never knew a 
general So capable aa General Ifarpeau of 
chaivg^wlthsaag^hddadistKiei’eionofbaittle 
amidst w enemies bullets ^ His oitil vlr 
tuss were thus attested by ^ msg^trates of 
the hostUe city of Cobleats^ He did not^ 
duee our dau^tei ^. ha diSnonoured not our 
husbands andhitlmmidatofwaErheaUevi 
SteditssoveHtlosimthopeopie, and protected 
property imd indusby m the codquerecrirro 
'dinces ^ Amonumesit designed^ KleW 
was adsed by tho geiisfous eare df the Arch 
dukeCharJes^ andslOhwnalsaau equally bon 
ouraolememomlnfboiknatloiis^Siop (M% 
vir xAvtnss 584 ,hu2p xii m a92 


smoe they left the frontiers of Bohemia, 
by tho RAVoid, sickness, and desertion 
54 While ihe Austrian Prmci^ woa 
pttrBihng this sfilendid career of victory 
on the banks of the Maine, the corps 
left under the command of La+our 
to oppo^ Moreau, which liid not ex 
oeed thirty fom thousand men of cveiy 
arm, even including tht det ichim nt of 
hrcclioh, was suatximng an unequal 
conflict on the banka ot the I) uiube 
Had the French general, the moment 
that he received intelbgence ot the de 
partore of the Archduke, folloived him 
with the bulk of his foices, the Impe 
nahfiis, placed between two tue<3, would 
have been exposed to imminent dan 
g^,and thevery catastrophe which they 
wqre most anxious to avert, vi/ the 
junction of the Republican aimies m 
the centre of Geimouy, have been ren 
dered inevitable Fortunately for the 
AustriauB instead of adopting ho dcei 
Bive a course he lesolved to advance 
into Bavari i, hoping thereby to etfect 
a diversion m favour of hts colleague— 
a fatal resolution, which, though ut 
some degree justified by the order of 
the Birectorv to detach fifteen thou 
sand men at tho s mie time into the 
Tyrol, utterly lumed the campaign, by 
mcreasing the great distance which al 
ready separated the Rcjniblican armies 
Afl^ remaining several day^ in a state 
of inactivity, he collected an imposing 
body of fifty three thoUBand men, on 
the banks oHhn Lech, andfoiced the 
fords of ttwt river on' the very day of 
the battle of Amberg Latour, who had 
extended bis finudl army too n^uch, lu 
Ins anxiety to cover a great extent of 
country, found hm rcat^goard assailed 
at knedberg, afid was defeated with 
the loss uf seventeen hundred mon and 
fourteen pieces of cannon After t^is 
disaster he retreated behind the Isar, 
in the duection of Landdnut, his centre 
fell back to the neighl^uthood of Mu 
nich, while the left w!mg stretched to 
the foot of the mountains of the Tyrol 
I^reau ooutmi^d for thi ee weeks occu 
pied m inconsideiable movements in 
Bavana, dunng which a severe com 
bat took place at Langenberg, lietween 
four thousand Austrian horse and 
Lesaixs di\ibioa, in which, after the 
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French, troops had been at first broken, 
they ultimately succeeded by heioic 
tffoits, in icpulaiiig the enemy The 
Aichduke was nothing moved by these 
disasters, but iisolutely continued lua 
pursuit of Jouid in “ Let Moieau ad 
vanct to \itnnH, sud be, on pirling 
with Lituui “ it IS of no moment 
pxovided 1 btat Tourdau Memoiable 
woi d» ^ mdioating at once the firmness 
of X great man, tud tho eye oi a t on 
Bumnuto geuci il 

55 This rcsoluti conduct had the 
desired effect After the battle ol* 
Wurtzburg the Artbduko detached 
Murferd w itli n small division to jom 
the ganison of Mannheim, and jcom 
bino au attack on the Wedepont^nt 
Kth] diiecfclym the reirof Moieau,and 
commanding his piincipal communica 
tion with himco Ihe Picnch were 
diiveu into the works, which were as 
saulted with great biavory by the Im 
peualudts , and though the attack waa 
iepulse<i, it spread gieat consternation 
tluough the trench army, who saw 
how nearly they had lost their ijnnQ]]jal 
communication with their own coun 
ti*y Moreau, who began to bo appro 
hcusive that he might be involved m 
disaster if he advanced ferthei into 
Germany, proceeded w ith grtutcircum 
spection and imved on the Is u on the 
24th September Being there informed 
of the disasters of Jouidan, and that a 
part of Latoui'^a eoips, under Nauen 
dorf, was rapidly adv incmg upon Ulm 
to turn his left flank, he baited his 
army, and next diy began a letreat 
Hifi situation was now in the highest 
degtee critical Advanced into the 
heart of Bavana, with the defiles of the 
Black Forest in lua rear, at the dia 
tance of two hundied nulos from the 
Rhme with Latoui at the head of forty 
thousand mei> ju^stng the ouo flank, 
and the Archduke and Nauendorf with 
twenty five thou&iiid leady to fall on 
the other, ho might anticipate even 
greater disasters thjM Jomdim had shs- 
tamed before he regained the frontiers 
of the Republic But, on the other 
hand, he was it tho head of a superb 
army of seventy thousand men, whose 
courage had not been weakened by any 
disaster, and who possessed the most { 


unlimited confidence, both inthoir own 
stiength and the resouices of their 
commander There was no foioe in 
Germany capable of arresting so great 
a m^iss It IS not with deterched col 
[ umns.orbym^at mg communications, 

I that the retreat of such a body is to be 
prevented 

56 h ally appreciating these great ad 
vantagea, and aware that nothing is so 
likely to product disaster in retreat os 
any eym^iotiis^ot;jippiehenwon in the 
genci il, heirssolvtd to cmtmuo his le 
tiogiftde movement with the utmost 
rtgulanly, and to dispute every inch 
of giound with t}ie enemy When they 
threatened to pie'is upon hi« forces 
The Austrian ui mios likely to assail 
him were as follows Nauendorf, with 
nine thousand men, was on the Dan 
ube, leady to turn In left fiank^ La-’** 
tour, with tweiit} foui thousand, in 
Baraiia, directly in bis real Froclich, 
with fourteen. thouBand, ou the Upper 
lUtr and in the Tyrol, while the Aich 
duke, with seventeen thousand, might 
bo expected to abandon the Lahn, and 
hasten to the scene of decuiive apeia 
tions on the Upyiei Rhme It was by 
maintaining a fiiin fiunt, and keejang 
bis troops togetbci in masses, that tbe 
junction 01 oo operation of these con 
siderablc forces could alone be pre 
vented Aware that the Archduke 
might probably block up the Ime of 
retre it by tho Neokar, Moreau retired 
by the volley of the Danube and the 
Black Forest Resting one of Ins wngs 
on that stream, he sent foiwarJ nis 
paiks, his baggage, and his ammum 
tion, before tbe amy, and, coventng 
hia retreat by a powerful rearguard, 
succeeded both m repulsing all the at¬ 
tacks of the enemy, and m enabhng 
the body of his my to contmue their 
march without fetagoe or interruption 

57 Want of concert in the Auatnau 

generals at fii%t eminently fttvoured his 
imivemeuts Having retired behind the 
lake di I edersee, he found that Latour 
w^isok^pd from Nauendoif; who wan 
considarably m advance on the Danube^ 
and the opportumty therefore appeared 
favourable for wi^ superior 

foicea a blow upon brnw^tkaiara ad 
versoiy This was the more neeeiMary, 
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a 3 be was approaohing the entrance of 
the defiles of the Black Foieat^ which 
were occupied by the entruy, and it 
was of the last importance tliat lus 
movement should not be impeded in 
traversing those long and difficult pas 
sages Turning, therefore, fiercely upon 
hiB pursuers, he assailed Latour near 
Biberach The Austnfm general, be 
lieving that a part only of the enemv s 
force was in the front, gave battle m a 
strong position ezte^ingjd<^g Allies 
of wc^ed heights, IiuM by a formi 
dablo artillery The action was for a 
long time fiercely contested, but at 
length the supenor forces and abler 
manoeuvres of the Republicans prevail 
ed. Desaix bioke their ngh^ while 
bt 0> r turned their left, and a complete 
victory crowned the efforts of the 
'Freift.h, which cost the ImpenaLsts 
four thousind prisoners and eighteen 
pieces of cannon 

58 Aftei this deoi'^ive blow Moreau 
proceeded leisurely towards the Black 
hoiest, directing his step>a towards the 
Yalky of Hell, in hopes of beii^ able 
to debouch by Freiburg, before the 
Arqhduke arrived to interrupt his pio 
gress He had already pas^ the se 
paration of the road by the Neckar, 
and Nauendorf occupied that which 
passes by the valley of the Kinzig He 
therefore directed his centre towaids 
the entrance of the Valley of Hell, 
under the command of St Cyi, while 
he stationed Desaix and hennoon the 
ngljiand left, to proteetthe movements 
^f tne pnnoipal body The Austrian 
detachments m the mountains were too 
weak to oppose any effectual resistance 
to the passage of so powerful and con 
centrated a body as the French army 
Bt Cyr speedily dissipated the clou^ 
of light troops which invested the pane 
clad motmtums of the Valley of Hell, 
and Latour, rendered eauhous by dis 
aster, without attempting to harass his 
retreat, moved by Homberg to unite 
himself to the Arohduke So ably 
were the measures of the French gjne 
ral concerted, that he not oSir pas^ 
the defiles without either common or 
loss, but debouched mi^ the valley of 
Bfame, rather in tije altitude of a 
than as a fugitive 


59 Meanwhile the ArchdukeOharle*?, 

bemg now assured of tlie diiectiou 
which Moreau bad taken directed I i 
tour and the detached parties to jom 
him by the vidley of the Kin/ig, while 
Nauendorf covered their movements 
by advancing between them and the 
French columns The greatci pai*t of 
the Austrian forces were thus collected 
in the V illey of the Rhine in the mid 
die of October, and, though still inft 
nor to the enemy, the Archduke le 
solved to lose no time m attacking in I 
*tompelliDg them to recross that nvur 
Moreau, on hts part, was not less deair 
oua of the combat, as lie intended to 
advance to Kelil, and eithei maiutam 
hifnaelf at the iite de pont there oi 
cr(fes leisurely over to Strassburg The 
action took place at Einendingen, on 
the slopes wheie the mountains melt 
into the plain, and afforded an example 
of the truth of the militar} pnnoiple, 
that lu tactics, or the operatioua of u. 
tual combat—in this i espect widely dif 
ferent from or the general 

movements of a campaign—the posses 
Sion of the mountoms m geneial secures 
that of the valleys which lie at then 
feet Waldkiich wjs felt by both pat 
ties to be the decisive point, from the 
command which it gave over the neigh 
bounng valleys and accordingly eacli 
general strove to reach it before Lib 
advenaiy', but ihe French, having the 
advonta^ of better roods, were the first 
to amve They were th^ attacked 
however, by Hauendorf, who descended 
fiom the heights of the Black Forest, 
and after a bloody action drove St Cy r, 
who commanded the Repubheana, out 
of the town with severe loss Mean 
wbde the success of the Austnans u ns 
not less decisive at other points, the 
Impcnal columns having at length sur 
mounted the diffioul^Si of the roads, 
attacked and earned the village of Mai 
terdingen, while Hieir centre drove the 
Repumicaas back from Emendmgen 
and at length Moreau, defeated at all 

iuts, reined into the forest of Nem 
Tg, behind the £lz, with the loss of 
two thousand men 

60 The Archduke made preparations 

on tlie following morning for re estab 
liflhing the bridges over the Elz, and 
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renewing the combat but Moreau re 
treated in the night and commenced 
the passage of the Rhine Desaix passed 
that river at Old Bnsach, while the gen 
tral in chief took post m the stioug 
position of Schhengen, determined to 
accept battle, in oidci to gain time to 
defile in tranquillity by the bridge of 
Hnningen The valley of the Rlime la 
th( re cut at right angles by a b imer 
of rook> eminences, which stretch from 
the mountains of Hohenblau to the 
xnugm of the stream It was on this 
foimidable rampart that Moieau ra id»» 
his last stand, his left resting on the 
Rhine, his centre on a pile of almost 
inaccessible rocks, hib right on the clifEs 
of bizeukirch 1 he Ai chduke divided 
Lisarm^ intofoiii columns ThePwnce 
of Condo on the light drove in the Re 
publican advanced posts^but made no 
aenouB impresBion, butXatoui in tbe 
centre, and N luendorf on the left> gal 
lantly scaled the precipices, drove the 
Republicans from their positions, and, 
chiHiug them fiom height to height, 
from wood to wood, threw them before 
nightfall into such confusion, that no 
thing but the broken natuie; of the 
ground, which prevented cavalry from 
acting, and a violent storm which arose 
XU the evening, saved them ixnm a com 
plete o\ erthrow Moreau letreateddur 
ing the night, and on the following day 
commenced the passage of the Rhme, 
which was effected wxiiiout molestation 
from the ImpemUista. 

61 After having thifs effected the 
deliverance of Germany from both its 
invaders, the Archduke suggested to 
the Aulic Council to detach a powerful 
reinforcement by the Tyrol into Italy, 
in order to strengthen tbo nmy of 
vinzi,and effect the liberation of Wurm 
set lu Mantua,—a measure based on 
true military principles, and which, if 
adopted by th# Impenal government, 
would probably have changed the fate 
of the campaign Moreau, on his side, 
proposed an armistice to the Austrians, 
on condition that the Rhine should se 
paiate the two armies, and the Repub 
licans retam the pont of Hun 

mgen and Kehl, a propo^ which the 
Archduke received with secret satisfac 
tioD, as it promised him the means of 


Becurely carrymg into effect his vaedi 
tated designs for the deliverance of 
Italy But the Austiian government, 
mteut upon the expulsion of the French 
iiom Qeimany, and deeming the forces 
put at the disposal of Alvin/i adequate 
for the relief of Mantua, declined both 
propositions, and sent poBiti\c orders 
for the immediate attack of the fortified 
posts possessed by the Republicans on 
the light bank of the Rlune 
62 Tbe conduct of the siege of Kehl 
duruig tlte-tiepth of wmter, and with 
an open communication between the 
besieged and the greT#fc u my on the op 
posLte bank, presented obstacles of no 
ordinary kind, but the perscveimico 
and energy of the AusirianH ultimately 
triumphed over r 11 difficulties TInrty 
thousand men nndoi the command of 
De^aix and St Cyi, weio destined 
the defence of the w orks, while a po w er 
fill reserve was stationed in the islands 
ot the Rhine, and tbe troops engaged iti 
the defence were changed every three 
days, to prevent their being overwhelm 
ed with the fatigues of the service 
Forty thouBand Austnans, undei La 
toui, formed the besieging force, wlule 
the remainder of the army was canton 
ed m the valley of the Rhine Though 
the fort was invested on the 9th Octo 
ber, no material progress w as made m 
the siege, from the extreme difficulty 
of bunging up the battering train and 
heavy stores till the end of Novembex 
This long delay gave time to the inde¬ 
fatigable Deaaix to complete the de 
fences, whidi, when the Impeftahsts 
first sat down befoie the place, were in 
a very imfimshed state The trenches 
were opened on the 2lBt November, 
and alxmt the same time a grand sortie 
was attempted, under the command of 
Moreau m person, to destroy the works, 
and gam possession of the Austnan 
park of artillery This attack was at 
first suocess&il, the Republicans car 
pad the mt];enchments of Sundheim, 
and had neatly penetrated to the ma- 
gazines and pads, hut the Archduke 
afid ]jatbur having come up with rew 
foroements to the menaced poinh they 
were at length repulsed With severe 
los^ though not without carmiw with 
them mne pieces of oaunon^ whm they 
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had captured dunng the atfiay Mo 
reau and De^aix exposed themsolvcs 
to the hottest of the hi e anti were both 
dightly wounded. Altei this repulse, 
the labours of the siege were continued 
without any other interruption than 
that ansing from the excessive seventy 
of the uea&ei, and Ihe torrents of ram, 
which, foi i\eoks together, filled the 
trenches with watoi Ou the night of 
the 1st January, the Impeiialisi^ cir 
ned by assault the line of mtrench 
znents round the Re]>9b4^^ tamp, and 
a few days afterwai^s the second hue 
was also stormed after a bloody resist 
ance Kohl was now no longt i defeu 
Bible , abftve 100,000 cannon b ills, and 
25,000 bomba, projected from forty bat- 
teiics, had iiddled all its defences The 
Impenalists, masters of the intrenched 
enveloped the fort ou every Bide, 
and t£e Republicans, ifter a glonous 
defence, which does honour to the 
inpmory of X>csai;}t and Bt Cyr, who di 
rected it evacuated the place by capitu 
Jation on the 9th January 

68 Duiing the Biege of Kehl, the 
Imperitihsts remained in observation 
before the tSte de ponf of Huningtn, but 
no sooner wore they at liberty, by the 
surrender of the foimcrplact,than they 
prosecuted the siege of the latter with 
exit aordinary vigour I* erino had been 
leR with tlie nght wing of the 1 renoh 
to supoiintoud the defence of that im 
portcAit post, but notwithstanding all 
his exertions he was unable to I'etard 
tht ir advances, the trenches were open 
ed lu^Eorm on the 25th of January, and, 
a Boitie having been icpulsed on the 
night of the Slut, the place was ev icu 
ated by capitulation on the 1st of Feb 
ruary, and tho victors found themselves 
masters of a heap of rums. 

6^ This last success terminated the 
campaign of 1796 m Germany—the 
most remarkable, in a miktary point ot 
view, which had occurred, with the ex 
ception of that of Napoleon m the same 
year m Italy, since the cohimencexnent 
of the war The conquerors m both 
triumphed over superior forces 1by th# 
apphcaiion of the same principles—^via 
the skilial use of a central poeition, and 
interior hue of communication, and the 
rapid acoutaulatiou of superior forces 
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against one of the assailing annies, at 
a time when it was so situ ited that t 
could not leceive any assistance from 
tho other Tho movements of the 4i ch 
auke between the onmes of Moieau and 
Tom dan, and the ability with which, 
by bunging a preponderating force 
agiunst the decisiv< point, he compelled 
then V 1st annies to undertake a disis 
tious reticat, arc picciselj piiallel to 
tho blows struck bj >( apoleou from tho 
interior hne of the Adige, on the con 
veigmg forces of Quasdanovich \ud 
^urmsei on the opposite mdeq of tho 
lake oi G irda, and of Alvm?i and Pi o 
vera, on thf jilatcau of Rivoli lud the 
bhores of the Miucio The ditiereuce 
on]fr lies in the supeiioi oncigy and 
aciiyity withwhicli the Republican gen 
eml flew from one menaced point to in 
other the accuiato calculation of time 
on which he Asted and the gieater dif 
ficulties with which he had to struggle 
from tho closer piuximity of ihi att^ick 
mg forces to each other 

65 The lesults ot this campaign 
proved the lusticc of the observation of 
Napoleon, that the decisive bio w s again st 
Austria were to be stiuck m the valley 
of the Ganube , and that Carnot s x>Ihu 
of turning both ilauks of the Jinpciial 
ists at once along the vast line fiom tht 
Maine to the Alps, w is essentially de 
foctive In ti nth, ifc oJfcred the faire>)t 
opportimity to an enterprising genci d, 
aware of the importance ol time and 
lapid movement in war, to fall with a 
pieponderating force fiist on the one 
and tlien on the other If, instead ot 
dispel smg the invading host into two 
armies, separated from tach othei by 
above a hundred miles, and acting with 
out concert, he had umted them into 
one moss, or moved Wiem byoonveiging 
lines towards Ulm, the catastiophe of 
1805 to Austnaat that place, oi of Leip 
SIC in 1813 to France, ftu^bt have been 
anticipated with decisive ^ect ujion the 
issue of the wai And after giving fdl 
duGjpi’aise to the just views and mtre 
pid conduct of the Austnan hero, the 
dehverer of Germany, it must be ad 
nutted that he did not carry his enlight 
«ned pnncipleB into practice with such 
vigour ak might have been done, and 
that^ had Napoleon been m his place on 
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th( Murg anti at Ambcij,, ho •would 
lifcM fctrutk as dctinive blows an at 
Mo<h»Ja md Rivoli 

Oti Ihf une>ucces*jful imiptionofthe 
Freuth into Gu xu'uiy was attended with 
Olio impoxtant conaequcnco, fioin thi 
efieotual in innoi in wbuh li withdrew 
tlio \ eil from the eye^ ot tho lo wti cl ibscs 
as to tho loll natuie of dcinoci itu nu 
bition, ind tho < onseqm noo^w ithwhich 
it waa attended to the inhabitautB of 
the vanquished states The Rejmbli 
cans, being deatituti of cveiything, and 
in m eepeoi il inaniK i denude d of money, 
when they crossed the Kliin&j unmcdi 
attly pat m piactico their established 
pimcipe of making war support wax, 
and oppressed tho \anquished j*oqjjle 
by tho most enormous contributions 
Tho lesBei German statcb only pui 
chased teutiuhty by the heaviest sacw 
fiocs * The people coiAi wted those 
ciuel exactions with the seductive pro 
niwes oi war to the palace and peace to 
tlu cottige , and dl learned at lengthy 
fiom bittei expeiionoi^ the melancholy 
tiuth, that military violence, under 
whatevernames it may be veiled, is the 
same in all ages, and that none aio 
such mexoiable tyrants to the pool, as 
those who have i ecently revolted against 
authority m then own country A1 
though, therefore, tho teiioi of the Re 
publican ai'm^ at hist uuperaeded every 
other consideration, and detached all 
the states vhose teriitoiy h id beenovei 
run from the Austiiau •Uhance, yet this 
was mciely the effect ot ntcesBity the 
hearts of t,he people remained faithful 
to the cause of Germany, then exasper 
ation broke out m unmeasured acts of 
violence against the rctreatmg forces of 
Jouidau, and they waited omv for the 
first opportunity to lesume then m 

* The Duke of WtlrtcmbcrL w is assessod 
at 4 000 000 fbuiGS oi £.100,000 sterling the 
circle ut at 12 000 000 oi nearly 

£.^00 000 betadcs bOOO horses, 6000 oxcu 
160 000 quintals of ci>in and 100 000 pairs of 
shoes rto leas than H (K)0 000 or L>i2{) 000 
was deiuanded from tho circle of Fr&ncouia 
besides 6000 horses aud immense comribu 
tions from Frankfort Wlirtaburg Bambi ig 
Nuremberg, and all tho towns through whiih 
tliey passed Phese enormous exactions, 
wlkioh amounted in all to £5 000 000 francs 
(hi 000 000) 12 000 horses 12 000 oxen 
600 000 quintals of -wheat, 200 000 pairs 
of shoes oxdted uiuvetsal indignation 


cient attachment to the Infpenal atan 
dards 

67 The samecauseewhich thus weak 
enedthe predilection of the lower ordera 
in Germany for Fiench principles, oper 
ated must powerfully in roubing the 
ancient and hereditary loyalty ot the 
Austrian people to then own bov ereign. 
When the Republicans api*ioachcdBo 
hernia and hod well nigh penetrated 
through Bavaria to the Hereditaiy 
Status, the } uipcAor issued an animat 
mg appedit* lysiiubjetts in the threat 
oned provimes, and, with the spirit of 
Mana Theresa called on them to repel 
the renewed Galhc aggression Austm, 
in this trying emergency, relied on the 
constant success which has so long at¬ 
tended its house through all the vicis 
situdes of fcHune and, unsubdued by 
defeat, maintained that unconquerable 
spirit which hak always characterised its 
race, and so often is found to triumph 
over the greatest leverbes The people 
nobly answered the appeal The pea 
sauts fiew -to arms, new levies were 
speedily raised, contributions in stores 
of every kind weie voted by the nobd 
ity, and fiom the first invasion of 
h ranoe may be dated the growth of that 
patriotic spirit which w aa destined ulti 
mately to rescue Germany fiom foreign 
subjugation 

68 Thisyeai witnessed the still closei 
drawing together of the unhappy bands 
which unit^ Prussia to !■ i mce, loid so 
long aided to perpetuate on the Contm 
entthe overwhelming inffuenoe of Gallic 
power Hardeuberg and Haugwiir, who 
diiected the cabmet ot Bcihn, and who, 
notwithstanding their differcuces on 
many other pomts, were cordially united 
in all measures calculated to augment 
the influence of Prussia m the north of 
Germany, hkd laboured assiduously all 
the summci to form a federal union for 


the protection of the Btateft in that por 
tion of the Empire, and they hod buo- 
l^ded an obtaining a comocation of 
the circle of Lowei Saxony and of West¬ 
phalia on the STOth June, to arrange the 
icfrmatian of a foimidable army of ob¬ 
servation, of which Prussia woBthchead, 


to cause their neutialityto be respected 
by the belhgerent powers The Prendi 


minister at Berlin^ artfully linptovmg 
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tipon the terrors produced by Napo 
leon B BUCceBses m Italy, and Jourdon s 
irruption into Fianconia, easily per 
suoded Haugwitr th it the period h ul 
now arrived when the interests of Prus 
Ria indispensably requiied the breaking 
up of tho old Germanic Empire, and the 
cession of the left bank of the Rhine as 
the boundaiy of h ranee In consc 
quence, two conventions, one public, 
the other secret were signed at Beilm 
on the 5th August €y the first, which 
alone at that time itasvpTilSished, the 
Inio of denial cation, beyond which hos 
tihtios 'A ere not to pass, was extended, 
ind mad^e to nm from Wesel on the 
Rhine, following the frontieis of the 
mountains of Thunngia, stretching 
along the Noith Sea, including the 
mouths of tho 1 Ibe, the Weser, and the 
^ms,^and so imtnd by the fioutxera of 
JJolland to Wtsf 1 again Beyond this, 
in addition to the line already agreed 
to by the treaty of B&le, th© Dirocftory 
became bound not to push their mill 
tary operations By the second which 
was kept secret Prussia recogmsed the 
extension of France to the Rhine, and 
the principle, that the dispossessed Qer 
man princes were to be indemnified at 
the expense of the ecclesiaetical princes 
of the Empire The third article pro 
Tided an indemiuty to the Piince of 
Orange, now evidently and apparently 
finally exp^ed fram lua dominions 
and Prussia engaged to endeavour for 
this purpose to procure the secular^a 
t on of the bishopnes of Bamberg and 
Wurtfcburg ^‘Suoh was the Secret 
Convention/ says Hardeuberg, ‘^whidi 
in a manner put the cabinet of Berlm 
at the mercy of France m the affairs of 
Germany' It may be added, such was 
the commencement of atrocious 
syst^ of indemnifying the greater 
states at the expense of Ihe lesstn, and 
satisfying the rapamfy of temporal 
powers by the saenfioe of the C^ijuroh, 
which soon after not only shook to its 
foundation the constitution of the Ger 
manic Fmpire, but totally overturned 
the whole bidanoe of power ax^ 
of pubho rights m Europe 

While these important transactions 
were m progress in the heart of Europe, 


I 

events of another kind, but not less 
important in their future efiect up6n 
the fate of the war, were preparmg upon 
another element 

69 Three years pf continued sue 
cess hod lendercd the Biiti^h flag om 
mpoteiii upon the ocean Biitannia 
literally ruled the waves tlu encmieB 
colonies suceessnely fell beneath her 
strokes and the fleets of France block 
aded in her harboui % were equally un 
able to protect the commeice of the 
Republic, or acquire the experience re 
quisite for m iritime success. The mm 
wtor of tho marine, Tiuguet^ in pro 
posing a new h} stem foi tlic legulatiou 
of the navy, ga\ e a gloomy bat faith 
ful picture of its piescut ccndttion 
“ The deplorable state of our maiine 
said he, “ is well known to ourenemies, 
who insult us m oui voiy haibours 
Our fleets aie humiliated, defeated 
blockaded in their ports, devtitute of 
provisioufi and naval equipxneais , tom 
by internal faction, woed^ensd by ig 
uoyance, ruined by desertion such is 
the state m which the men to whom 
you have intrusted its direc ion, have 
found the I< reach mai me The rum of 
the French navy was not the conse 
quence merely of the suponor skill and 
experience of the Bntish sailora, it 
arose necessarily from the confusion of 
fluances loss of colonies, and failure oi 
resources, which were the result of the 
revolutioaaiy convulsion Fleets can 
not be equipped without naval stores, 
nor uavigaM but by a body of experi 
euced seamen zt is impossible, there 
fore, to become a powerful mantimo 
state without a r^ular revenue and an 
extensi'TO commerce, both of which had 
disappeared during the distractions of 
the Revolution Severe intemsl dis 
tress, by filling the ranks of the army, 
may form a fonuidablq unitary power, 
and destitute bottBlions may issue from 
Ti convulsed state to plun^ and op 
press the adjoining natioiis, but a aimi 
lar^ystem will never equip a fleet, nor 
enable a revolutionary to contend with 
a regular government on the ocean 
From the very elements by which the 
conteet was earned on, zt was already 
evident that, though France might de* 
feat the land forces of Europe, mitain 
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would acquire the dominion of the tonqucBts of the British at sea^ as likely 
w-fves to countcrbfdance tht aequisitaons of 

70 The hostilities earned on by the tht Republu ans at land. They ob 
naval and military forces of Great Bii served that Rhodes long niaintuned a 
tun m the West and Eastlndits^ were doubtful contest with Rome dter its 
ittended with the most deciaiv# sue land foices had subdued Spam Car 
etas Ibe island of GianaU which thaqc, and part of Gaul, and that, in a 
htul long been m a state of revolt similar contest, Gieat Bntam would 
yulded to the perbeverance and ibility hive incomparably greiter chances oi 
of Gential Nicols Ste Lucie waaio success than the Giecian common 
duced in May by Genciol Abeicromby, woilth, from the supeiior luteinal 
and Essequibo md Derntitua by Gen stiuigth which tl?iB pojiulation of its 
oral White, while the hrench could own islancfi ffflPrtrdltl, and the far moie 
only set oft against these losses the •extensive conimcico which, euuched 
destruction of the merchandise and it from every quaiter of the globe 
shipping at Newfoundland Admiral “Athens, said Xenophon, wquldhave 
Richery In the Indian seas the sue prevailed over Laced vtnon it Attica 
cesses of the British were still more im had been an island inaccessible save by 
poitaut. A 13utoh squadron of th^e water to the land foices of its oppo- 
bhips of the bne, three tngates and nent/ and it woe iinpo'^&ible not to set 
many vessels of infeiioi susc, having op that nature ha^ giv£n that id vantage 
board two thousand land tioops des to the modern, which she had denied 
tiued to retake the Cape of Good Hope, to the ancient maritime power J lie 
was captured by Adiniiod Plpliinstouo foimation of a gieat colonial empire 
in the bay of Siddauha, while the Ba embiacmg all the quarters of the globe, 
tavian settlements of Cevlon, the Mai hold together and united by the naval 
areas, and Cochin, with the important power of Bntam, and enriching the 
haiboui of Tpincotnalee, wcie, etuly in parent state by ita commeice, and the 
the year, taken possession of by the market it would open foi its manufac^ 
Bntish forces 'l^uB w as the founda tures, began to engage the thoughts not 
tiou laid, in both hemispheies, of the only of statesmen, but of pmctic^ men 
colonial empire of Great Britain, which and the Cape and Ceylon were spoktn 
has subsequently grown up to such an of as acquisitions which should nevei 
extraordmarymagnitude, and promises, be abandoned. 

in its ultimate results, to exert a greater 72 St Domingo still continued in the 
andmorewidespread mftuenoeonman distracted and unfortunate state into 
kind than any which has been effected which it had been thrown by the vision 
by human agency, since the Roman ary dreams of the French J^pubheans, 
legions ceased to conquer and civilise and the fhghtful ftamea of a hervil#w ar 
the world. which had been lighted up by their ex 

71 These important successes, par travagant pbilantt^pists. AE the ef* 
ticularly the reduction of the Cape, for- forts, both of the French md Bntish, 
merly detailed, that of Ceylon, and the to restore anything like order among 
Malaccas, difthsed general joy through its funous and savage population, had 
the Bntish nation It was justly ob- proved unsncceaafal Tl^ lattei had 
served, that i^e^firet was a halfway ueyer been in sufficient force to make 
house to India^ and indispensable to any s^ious impi»Bsiou on its numerous 
the mighty empire which we had ao- and frantic inhabitants, and the foi> 
quii ed in the plains of Hmdostw, while nwr were hardly ftble to retain a scanty 
the last secured the emponum of the footing in the porthem part of the 
China tiade, and opened up the rakt island, far leas to attempt to regain the 
commerce of the In^im Archipelago s^ndid Ind px^perous colony which 
The attention of ^e people, by these they had lost The blades, taught by 
great acquisitions, b^gaa to be turned experience, perfectly acquainted with 
towards the pro^ble result and ftngl the oount^, and compaiatiyely unaf 
issue of the war ^ey looked to the fected by its climate, maintained a sue 
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cestiful contest “witli European forces, 
who melted away more rapidly undei 
its fatal evenm^ g iks, than cithei by 
the ravages of laimue or the s\\ ord of 
the enemy Q''oui>sunt had aliiady 
risen to emiiienco iii the command of 
these desultory forces, and wistoheu 
into the Iiench service with the dui 
aion he had oigonmed, lu the -\aiu 
attempt to re esUbhsh th< sinking 
authoiity of the Repubheau commia 
Bioners • 

7d Notwithfitiiiling tti? disabtrons 
state of the pimupal cclouj of hiance^ 
and the great losses which she hid 
sustained in hex maiitimi possessions, 
Gicit Eiitain showed heraelf disposed 
dunng this year to make greit sicii 
hcca to her, to obtain i guiei U p( ice 
In tiuth, notwithst indnig her naval 
•rM» sncQf shes, the fcituatum of Lutaiii from 
the disasttis of hci dlies, had biooiue 
BuJficitutly alarming Spam, detached 
bj tlio tit^aty of B\Je fiom all coimec 
tion with the Allies, had lately ftdlt u 
under the Republican mflutuce and 
jielded to that je dousy of the Lntish 
iiiaal powei which is so eabily excit¬ 
ed among the European states The 

* M any grounds of couipl \mt wore ass! e,ncd 
in tlie F^ponish manifesto on this ooc ision 
but the> met witli a deasL\e lofutatiou from 
tho British cabinet in bu able biato jupoi 
tiT kw u up bjr Mr Caimmg It was urgea bjr 
the Spanibh court that the conduct of the 
iiiirmh during the war but cspeuatly ut the 
oi louloii and lu the cs:pediUon to 
Qi lb ron hod dotcnnmtd tlio aibinet of 
Marltid to make puicc with trance as soon 
u it u)uld be done with satoty to the mon 
at cMip th it the Isid laith ot the Bntmii gor 
crnnieiit iurther appealed lu the treaty of 
jytli Novcmbci li94 rondudod without rc 
^ ird to tlie rights of Biwun with the United 
Stitos mtbc luiustioo with which thoysoizod 
tile tit dago at hrst talmii the Jf rcucU but 
afterwards retaken by the PugUsh which 
hj the subsisting convention, ought to have 
been restored and m the interceutiug of am 
miuntion for tho bpanuh squa^ons that 
Ihc crews ot her ships had frcqucnil) landed 
on the coast of Chih and carried on a contra 
band ti ich as well os roeonnoitrod these vain 
aide {KisROBSions and had eidncad a cleaxiiui 
tcntiun of seiaring port of tiip tipahtah ophnual 
trrntoiies by sending b considerabie force 
to the Antilles and tit Doxntnro^and by her 
lit arquisinon of the Uuten Mttlenfhnt 
oi Domcrara tlut trequent insalta and acts 
of a I >kiKf hail been comnnited by tho Brit¬ 
ish cniibors upon tiuanish i ossds in tile Modi 
terranoan that the ■tipiuish territory had 
been violated b^ dcsconta from British ships 


Directory artfully impioMiigtlu so ad 
vantogPB, had foimcii the Sp iiaish IIih 
contents into a. flnmt, by holding out 
hopes of some acquisitioiiB m Ital^ won 
bj the Bword of Napoleon, m case they 
]omed tho liepablican ilhanot Indu 
cured b\ thebo considt rations, the Span 
laids fill into tho snue from whuh 
they weic destined hereafter to expeu 
euoo such disustious eflccts, and ou 
tho lyth August concluded a tieity of 
dliaiice, offensive and defensive with 
kiancL, on the footing of the family 
compact By tins tieatj, the poweis 
niutu dl^ gaol intecd to each othei then 
dominions both in the Old and the New 
World, and engaged to assist each othet 
ui cose of attack, with twenty lour thou 
sand land troofis, thirty ships of the 
line, and six fngntes Ihw was fol 
lowed, in tho beginning of Octobti, by 
a form d declaration of w ir, on the 
part of Spun against Great Britain 
Thus Biitaiit, which hud comm^ucod 
the war with bo many confederates saw 
herRclf not only deprived of all hei 
maiitime ilhes, but the whole coasts of 
Europe, from the Tcxel to Gibraltai 
arrayed m fierce hoatilitj against hei * 

on the t oast of (jraUcia and at Trinidad and 
tinally that the majesty of Spam had b^cu 
msulttd by the derrecs of a court m tioiidon 
authonsiu{^ the arrest of its ambassador A i 
a Biiiall sum Py all those insutts it con 
eluded, cqualts aeop and unparaUbleil that 
nation has proved to the universe th it siic 
recoguisos no other laws thuoi tlio ag^i audise 
zmutofhci commerce ondbyhoracspotisiu 
which has exhausted Our pitieuce and mode 
ration has rendered a declaration of w ir lui 
avoidable 

To this manifesto tho acrimonious stylo ot 
nhicli too cleiriy betrayed the quaitcr from 
which it bad pi ooeedcd it was replied b} tlio 
British govoinmont the unprovoked 

dedaraiion ofwar outhc part ot Spam hal 
at lu gth compelled tho King of England lo 
take measures to assert the d{guit> of Ins 
crown that isimplo rctereiice to thetipomsU 
deilarabon and a bare Dimmer ition .f the 
fiivolouB ehargoB whicl’ftt eoutalns, must bo 
sufhuoiit to satisfy every reasonable and un 
partial person that no part of tho conduct of 
Great Britain towiuvls SpaLn has afforded tha 
snukllest gtound of complaint Iho acts of 
hoatilityattributed to England, consist ciihti 
of m itfjoiSjpertecfcly irmoconk or of imputed 
opinions and intentions ofwhiohnoprool is 
addiioeti nor effect alleged or of ootnplamts 
of the misconduct of unauthorised Imlividu 
ale concomlng which bu Majesty has always 
professed hiawiUin^M to institute Uquiry 
and grant rodrosa, whone it was rhally duo 
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(4 Tmpiesfacd with these diuteia, 
iu4 desirous also of cliyximitig the nu 
melons and poweilul party lu (iitit 
liiitT-in who contended a^,ainst thowai 
aa both unn< ceasary and luip^ditic, Mi 
Pitt, m the close ot thia year, made 
oveiturea foi a genual peace tu the 
Fren ch ^o\ eminent Loi d M ihucabu i} 
was du,patohtd to Pni> to f>]«n the 
negoti itions, but it is probabU tint no 
gxeafc hopes of thur suclcss wtn cn 
tci tamed, as, nearly at the aan» Umt, 
an alliance wa& concluded with iUi bi i, 
foi the aid ot sixty thousmd nixih ny 
troops to the Aubtiian forets Hn 
British envoy anivtd at Parib on tho 
22d Octobti amidst tbo aeelaui itions 
of the inlmbitanta and proposals frf 
peace weie iminedi itcly made throu^i 
him These weie, the lecogniUou of 
the iiopubln by the Bntibh govern 

rUc charge of miacoudnot on tho part of tho 
British flidunral at loulon iHunpneedtnted 
and ubsunl aud this js pcrhaiis tho iii 
stxiiKc that it hua boon, imputed oe a ciime 
to one <f the commandinj., oflicciB of tno 
powers acting, lu aliiouco aud ju ikme i 
coinnuoi cause m wax tlmt he did raor<i thou 
Ills proportion of miflchiel to the eominon 
euouiy l)u> treaty witli America did no 
thing more than what every indejiendent 
powci has u riglit to do or than las Spani^h 
MaicsU has siuco tliat time himm 11 done 
and innirted no iiyury whatever on the sub 
jeets ol that moinrchy Jhc eJ urns ol ill 
fiartics lu regard to the condumuu lozi of tho 
*st Jafio captuied b> his Maiesfy’s lorcos 
weromlly Iicsrd beloic tli# onl> lompotont 
tnbunal aud ouo whose imp ibativo 

all suspicion flio alleged miscond uct ot sunif 
merchant slups m landing thou crews on 
CO ist of Ghih and I eru forma no legitimate 
ground of conipLiint against the British gov 
oinmeut and even il some iiregnlontic^s 
hud been committed they might havo liecn 
pum^ied on the spot oi the courts of 1 on 
don were alwa^ a ready to rocciv c aud redt cas 
complaints of that description 

In regard to the expedition of St Po 
mmgo and Beuierora with idl tho regard 
whiui he fools to the i l^hts of neutral powers ; 
it is a new and imhoara 1 1 oatousion oi nen ' 
tral rights whicif i#to be restiieied by uo 
limits, and is to attaeli not to the torrltoncs ' 
ol j, neutral powci itseh but whatevor may | 
once liave belonged to it aud to whitcvor I 
nni> be situated inits neighbourhood thoi^h 
lu the actual posseaslou of an enemy ^)t 
complaint m regard to St Domingo is pecu 
harly unfortunate as the cession of pai b of 
that island by the rcesattroat> from bpam 
to 1 laiice is a brooch ot that solemn txxa^ 
under which alone ^lo crown of Spain holds 
any part of its AmeticaA possessionB Such 
an act would at once have justified an> mea 


ment, and the rpstitut^ >n of all tho 
columes to Fianee ojid lioUand, which 
had %een oonqueied suiee tho com 
ineneemeut of the war In letum lor 
those eoncodBions, they insi-^tod that tho 
hiench should icHtorc tin Low Coun 
1 tiies to tile Luiptiioi, Holland to tho 
Stidtholdt i, aud evacuate all their (on 
qui; St's in Italy, but they wore to retain 
Luxembourj^ Nauiur, liico, aud &« oy 
Jt wa& h ud)y to bv oxiiectul that tbt^ 
llcpubhciu goveiuxHut, eugiiged in So. 
da//lmg iftirttiroh\ictoiv is they hid 
iei..futly follow fed lu Italy, and entirely 
d(p luhut on populir iuom, would 
cousiut to these ttiuis, oi tJ^at they 
could hive m untuned thou pi ice at 
tho htad ol 'ifiiiiH, if thry h'ld sub 
mitted to the m A( coi diugly, aftei the 
uegotialiju*^ h'ld been continued loi 
two mouths, thiy weie abrujitly bi ^en 

fauiCR if let dutiomn the part of the ISnil'di 
fjovcrnmuil hut feo eaiue t their desiro 
to ID luiUm ])ea<e that they ict>cit(dly eu 
dca\ouied t> obceilua wh<u the SjumsU 
right to t he u ded tei ntory w is totei muiato 
m <jidcr that tbcir ottoits mi^lit bo dirietod 
nf^aiusttho trench alon< Kcmc irreguUri 
tics m the oouisc ot so lon^ in i vast i eon 
test miy liavelecu commuted by tho Bntisli 
cruisers m thi exeiofee ol the undoubted 
ri„lit of srareh (Ujjyrd by every l>ellii,erent 
M.ite but to tiio reidiucHS of the Butisli 
^,o\ei*iimcnt to giuut redress in every ri-ie 
wheje ui ipjuiy hiis been eommittod even 
Spain herself can bear testimony Ihe er in 
pluut regarding the illeged deeiee a^^uusc 
the Spanish aiufinsaidoi is if possible Btili 
tooTefiivoloutt that bciAf, nothing more th in 
H sim^ilo utitiou to answti lor a dobl do 
m*md(d tho mistaken ait ol an ludnidiial 
who WAS immediately disavowed ind pr se 
cubed by tho governitn ut and in ideiei^htcd 
but vaiu^ubmissivo applieattous to the Span 
isli nmbassadoi foi torgiyeucHS such as m all 
formet cases hod been doomodsatisfactory 
It will bo plain to pusteiity itisnowno 
toriouH to hiuope that nudtei to the |,enu 
iflo wishes nor evou the misbakcu poltey of 
Spain is her present eoudnet to be attn 
buted that not from enmity tow urds Gloat 
Bntiun not from resentment of past» or 
spprehonsion of futuro ii\)uncs, but trom a 
bluid subacrvionce to the a lows of hn Hmos 
tys cnenucB^fiom the domhuou usurped 
ov<v her councils and actions by her now 
allies she has been compelled to ad; m. a 
qnanei and foi intercsli^ not hor own, to 
l^e^p arms against one of those powers hi 
whbso cau^ slie had professed to feci the 
atrougest interest and to menace witlihostil 
ity tiiK thei against whom uo eause of com 
plaint is pretended but an honourable adher 
ence to its ^gagemeuts -^Ann Reg 
147 , SUUe Payers 
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off, by the Dyectory ordering Lord 
Malmesbury to quit Pans m twenty 
foul hours,andhe immediatelyretftmed 
to hia own csountry But it must evei 
be a mattei of piide to the British his 
tonan, that the powei which had been 
unifonnly victorious on its own element 
should havt offered to treat on terms of 
equalitj with that from which it had 

little to dread a id th it Britain, to 
procure favoutable ter ns for her allies, 
was willing to have abandoned all hei 
own aoquLsitioue e * ^ 

While these negotiations were jet 
pending a measure was undei taken by 
the hr^ch government, which placed 
Bntain in the utmost peril, and fiom 
which t'hc was saved rather by the 
winds of heaven tliau l>y anj exertions 
of her own It wis tho extravagant 
exj^ctations they had formed of sue 
CCS8 from this operation, which led to 
the long delay and final lupture of the 
uegotiatiou 

75 Ireland, long the victim of op 
presBive government and barbaric in 
dolence, and now convulsed by populai 
passion, waa at this period m a state of 
unusual excitemonl The successful 
isauo of the trench Revolution had 
stimulated the numerous needy and 
ardent chonLcters in that distract ua 
tion to project a similar revolt against 
the authority of I* ngland, and above 
two hundred thousand men, in all parts 
of che country, were engaged in a vast 
conspiracy for overturning the estab 
iished government, and erecting a de 
mc^h*acy, afbet the model of t ranoe, in 
its stead Overlooking the grind^ 
misery which the oonvulaionB of the 
Republic had occasioned to its lahab- 
itauts—without considering how on 
insulai power, detached from the Con 
tinent, and with no habits of indufitry 
or accumulated wealth to support the 
contest &Dm its own resources, was to 
maintain itself agamst the naval forces 
of Bntain, the patriots of Ireland nui|}led 
bhndly into the project, with that or 
dent but inconsiderate zeal and inve 
terate rancour agauiet the Bnl3sh*fov 
emment for which the people of that 
country have tdwaya bdendnAingmahed 
The xx^oontente were enrolled under 
generals, colonels, and officers, in all 
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the counties aims were secretly pro 
Mdcd, Icideis and rallying points hm 
A ergally cho<(en, and nothing was want 
mg but the amv d of the French troojts 
to pioclaim the insurrection in eveiv 
part ol the country Their design was 
to bicak off tile connection with Bi itain, 
confiscate evci v shiUmg of British pro 
pertv m Ireland, and form a Hibernian 
Kepubhc in clo^c alliance with the great 
pare nt d( niocracy at Pans With such 
secieay weio the preparations made 
that the Biitish government had but 
in miperftct acct»unt of its dangci , 
while the hrtnch Diiectorv, accuiatoly 
informed by its emissaries of what waa 
going forward, was fully prepaied to 
turn it to the best account * 

o 

* Iheintentions of thoIiJshro\oIut!omsts 
and the length to which tlioy had m scdot 
carried their picpomtions foi the formation 
of a Hibernian republic will bo best im 
dcrstO(Kl trim the following jiassages in a 
moinorial presented by WuTfe Tone ono of 
then prmcipd loadciB, to the hieueli Diree 

tory — 

The CatlioUcB of Ireland are 8 150 000 all 
trained from their infancy m a htredUary /la 
fred ana abitarrence of tM Bngluth name J? or 
theae five years they have fixed their eyes 
most earnestly on France whom they look 
upon with great justice as fighting their 
battles as woU as those of all mankind who 
are oppressed Of this class 1 will stake m> 
head there are 500 000 men who would fly to 
tho standard of tho Ropubhc if they saw it 
once displayed tu the cause of hboit> and 
their eouQtn 

Tlie Kepublio may also rely with confi 
deuce on the support of the Pisseuters oc 
tiiated bv reason and reflection as well as 
the CathoUca Impelled by misery and m 
flamed by detestation of the Snglish name 
In tiie year 1701 the Dissenters of Belfast 
first formed the club of United Irishmen's*) 
called, because m that dub, for the first time 
Bisaentors and Catholics were seen, together 
in harmony and union Corresponding clubs 
were rapidly formed, tho object of which w as 
to subvert the tyranny of > ngland establish 
the tndependenee qf Ireland and frame a /tee 
republic on tha broad bans of Ubttiy and efraaX 
tty These dubs were rapidly filled and ex 
tended in June last oVSr two thirds of that 
province Their members are all bound by 
an oath of secreiy and could, I have not the 
smallest doubt, on a proper occadon raise 

entire force of tho province of Ulster the 
tftost ix^ulous,, warlike, and best informed 
in the natkuL 

The CathotipB also have an organisation 
oommeneing about the some time with the 
dubs last mentioned, but composed of Catho 
Ucsonly Until witUn these fow months t^ 
piganisationbafiledtbsuhnoetvigilanceoftho 

Xnsh govecament» unsucoeaifally «s;»plled to 
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7i> TIochc, at the Iw'ad of a hundred 
thox^Riud nitn, on tlio shored ot the 
ocean, in I a Vendee ind Pnttm^, 
burned with the desire to eclipse the 
gre it e'iploits of Napoleon uid Moieau 
agunst the Imperial foices Ireland 
otitrcil a theatio worthy of his army 
and hid leputation, and by sti iking a 
decisive blow 'igunstthc Biitish powci 
in that qiiartti, he h id in oppoi tumty 
of crippling the ancient i iv il of h ranee, 
and athicTing greatc i benefits for his 
< ountry than either the victory of 
hit unis or the triumphs of liivolu 
Irugiut the zninistei ot marine, ae 
conded him watmly with all hia mflu 
euce , and by their joint exeitions an 
expedition was quickly prepared 
Brest, more foimidablt than could havp 


been anticipated fiom ttic dilapidated 
state of the hrench navy It consisted 
of fifteen ships of the hue, on boaid 
each of winch were embarked six hun 
dred soldiers t>\elve fiigates and six 
corvtttes, each carrying two bundled 
and fifty men, and a numba of tian 
s}>oi'ts and other^vessels, conveying in 
all twenty fi\e thousand land foiccs 
Ihis onnumont was to be joined by 
boven slups oi the line under llichcry, 
fiom the haibonr of Rochefort Tlj* 
troops werc^hv Hoche s armv 

^le 4 ,eneral m chu f was sanguine of sue 
coss, and such weie the hopes enter 
tamed of the i osult ot the expedition,that 
the Directory transmitted orde/s for it 
to sail severiil weeks before Lord Malm es 
bill y left Pane, and then expectntume of 


disoovei its pniiuplea and to this hour 
they are I beUeve uimpprisoi ot its extent 
Tlio tut IS that in June 1 ibt it emboued 
the whole peasantry ot the provinces of Ut 
sicr Loipster and Counaunfht three fourths 
of the nation and I hive little doubt that 
It h 18 since oxtondod into Munstci the re 
luainmg province Thesomcn whoareoalU d 
IicrendcrB are completely ot^msed on a 
military plan divided accoiding to their 
respective districts, and officered bv men 
chosen by themselves the tinnciplo of their 
unun IS implicit obedience to the orders of 
those w horn they have eh cted as their gene 
tain a id whose object is the emiucinatioii of 
their courtr V the subversion of Fngush iisnr 
pation and the bettering tho condition of the 
wretched peasantry of Ireland The eyes of 
thiy whole body which may be said almost 
without a figure to be the 2>eop]o of Ireland 
arc turned with the most anxious expectation 
to France for assistanceand support Ibeoath 
'if tliotr uiAioti recites that they will be lEiith 
fnl to the united of /ranee aud Jrt 

land and scvc)*al of them have broody sealeii 
It with their blood I sup} oso there is no 
1 msplrocy if a whole ]>eop}e con be said to 
louMpire which bos cimtinued fur so many 
years tw this has done wheie the secret has 
boon so religiously kept and where m so vast 
a number so few traitors are to bo found 
There is ilso a further organisation of the 
( Athohos which is called the Goiierol Com 
inittce a rcpresei^ativt? lody chosen by tho 
Catholics at largi Which derides tho move 
ments of the mty of Dublin and possesses a 
very great iufiuenco on the minds of tho Ca 
thoJies throughout the nation I con add 
firom my personal knowledge that a great 
majority of the able and honest men wfio 
compose it are sincere Hepubhtans warmlj 
attached to the cause ofPwce and os Irish 
men and as Catholics doubly bound to de¬ 
test tho tyranny and domination of England, 
which has often deluged the oouniry with 
tbeir best blood 4. • 

^'The miUtia are about eighteen thousand 


sbi ong as fine men as any in Fiirope Of these 
sixteen thousand ire Catholics and of ^osc 
a very gnat pioportion irestvom Defenatrs 
I have not a sh«iuow of doubt th xt the mihtLa 
would in cvses of emergency to a man pun 
heir tc untrymen m thiowmg off the yoke 
of Jhngland —-hirst Memorial dolivonxl to 
the hrench Directory ( Feb 17^0 by Wolfi 
iONh Wo^e Tone 9 Memoirs li 1 S 7 101 
* Itwouldbe justasoas) in a mouths time 
to have an army m Ireland ot two hundred 
thousand av ten thousand Tlio peasantry 
would flock to the Bepubhean staiida^ in 
such numbers as to embarrass the general ui 
chief A proclamation should Instantly bo 
issued containing an invitation to the peoplo 
to joiu the Bepubtican standard organise 
themselves audformaNatwMlCcmvtnti^for 
Oie purpose of/homing a government ana ad 
ministering the ofihirs of Ireland till it was 
put in activity 

The first act of the Convention thus con 
stituted should bo to declare tiiomsclves the 
represontauvGB of tho Insh people fioe and 
independent and lu that capacity to/ot^ an 
aUtance offensive and d^enttve vnthw French 
Fepvblic stipulatingthatncitherpartyshmild 
make peace with ^igtand till the two llepub 
lies were acknowledged 

ThoConventiou shonldnoxtpublisb apro 
olamation no^v^yiny their independence and 
thnr alliance isiiA the French Repuhhe forbid 
ding all adherence to the Bntim government 
under the penalty qf high treason ordering 
all taxes and oonmbutious to bo paid only to 
such persona as should bo apiiolnted by the 
provisional government Anouicrtotbemili 
tia^recatliug tht^ to the standard of their 
country, and another to tho Irishmen in fhe 
navy, recallmg them directly ITom that ser 
Tice. and this should be foUov^ by another 
cor^/acatmgtvery shiUin^oj Atgliskpropertgin 
Ireland of everp species itiovdbU or fixed, and 
appropriating it to the national service 
Secoud Memorial addressed to the Frariah. 
Directory by Wolfb Tom e WWe Tbnds Me 
moirs ii W 201 
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its achiovomeij^ were the principal mo 1 mist ith \\ hich it was accomp uitw en 
twe fbi bioaJting off the negotiation ablcd the Fiench admii U to ehuHtho 
77 To di*iti'act the attention ol the vigilance of the Entish squadron, yet 
enemy, the most inconsistent accounts one ship of the line struck on the 
were spread as to the object of the ov rocks near the isle of Uahant, and was 
pecUtion sometimes, th it it was des I lost sevenl were d imaged, and tho 
tined for the West Indies, at othejfti, fleet was totally dispeistd This tcin 
for the shores of Poztng il But, not pestuons weatlier continued tho whole 
withstanding these artifices, the Bi 3 tish time the fleet was it aca Hoche him 
government readily discerned wherethe self, who was on boaid n frigate, wis 
blow was really intended to be struck sepaiated from tbo remainder of hie 
i^ders was transmitted to Ireland to squadion, and, after a stormy pass q,e, 
have tho mihtiam^ a^i»e4(, a vigilant a port of the expedition reached the 
watch was kept up on the coasts, I jioint of rend( zvous, in Bantry Bay, 
directions weie given that, in tho event eight days after its departure fiom tho 
of a descent being effected, all tho French harboui Admiral Bouvet, tlie 
cattle «iiid provisiona should be diiveu second in command, losolved to land 
into the mtenor*-*i»iecautions which in I "the troops although only light ships 
the end proved unnecessary, but which qf tin line and some of the ti insports 
were dictated by a pnident foi'csight, I were asstmbh d, h iving on board six 
and gave the bienoh government an [ thousand land forces Lut tho violenoo 
idoiTof the species of resistance which ot the tempest, and the prodigious su cll 
they might expect in the event of such of the sea on that iron bound cost, nn 
an invasion being roally effeett^d But, I dered that impossible, md the ei ew of 
notwithstanding all these preparations, a boat, which was sent through the suif 
the most senoua apjirehensions were to leconnoitre, were speedily m pii 
enteitoined by the strongest heads in sonersby the numerous bodies of umed 
Britain, as to the consequencoa ol the men who appealed on the beach to op 
landing of any considerable French pose a landing Diepinted by such a 
force in Ireland * Without, said Lord [ succession of disastors, unwilling to un 
Wollealey at the tune, “being preju dertoke the responybility ot ba/oidiiig 
diced by the deep stake J bAVe in Ire a part only of the land forces m the 
land, I think I may say, that to neglect abseuco of the general m chief, and 
the defence of tAat country'is to msuie apprehen<aive that provisions for tho 
the conquest of this, with all its attend I ci ews of the vessels would fail, fioui tho 
ant honors of revolution and pillage f long time that they had been at s^a, 
A revolution m Ireland ^uld be ttie Bouvet resolved to make the best of Ins 
infallible consequence of the landing of j way back to the French harbouis lie 
evea)|^ small French force m that count- j set sail atKiordnigly, and had the good 
try, and then what sort of neighbour I fortune to reach on the tot day 
would Ireland become ? My gloomy of December, whither ho was soon fol 
apprehensions are the result of seiious j lowed by the scattered divisions of his 
and debberate reflection, and my great | fleets afb^ two ships of the hue and 
tor is a blowjn Ii eland, before suffi three fiigates had been lost, on© of tbo 
cieUtprepiaration has been made for our I former by the violence of the elements, 
defence in that most vulnor mi, j and the other by the attacks of the 

mortal part | British Hoche himltff, after scaping 

78 The eaq^edition set sail hi Uie | a thousand perils, was landed on the 
middle of De^mber, tw^ days be&re island oi I^e, and the Directory, aban 
the negotiation Was broken off at Pans^ j doaing the exp^cUtion ikk present, 
but it enoohhtared ^saaters firom the moved the greater part of hia forces to 
TMy moment of B^^ectiVing tto harbsm^ the Rhine, to replace the losses of Joui 
A vislent tenaqwat -afose imtodiately dail a ainny, to the command of which 
after its departvuie, and though the they destined hun 

^IwdWfenejaeytoMrPltt, Ser»t* * X 700 , » I'Jtf issue of this ex 

PSdtLBw s ^ sidme^th i 174 I padition, which haff solong kept Gre it 



1796] HISTOIi'? OF FUROPE I 351 


But|in m suspense, and revealed to 
its ificmies tlio vulneriblo quirtei m 
winch it might be attickcd with the 
gieatcst ^hallco of succobs Its result 
■wife pref^naut with important lustiuc 
tion to the I’ulers of both countries , to 
the hitnch, is demonstrating the ex 
trioidmary iisks ulnch attend an ex 
jitdition by sea in compansou ■with a 
land campaign—the smill numhei ol 
f 01 ces which con bo embarked on board 
even a great fiett, and iho untoreseen 
disasters 'which fiequently on the for 
mei element defeat the best concerted 
enterprises, to the Bi itish, at. show 
lug that the empire ot the seas does 
not ilwaya ailord aecunty ngainst m 
lasion—that, in the face of superior 
maiitime lorces, her posseswona hij 
b(cn for Bxxtteu days at the meicy oT 
the enemy, and that neither the skill of 
her sailors nor the valoui of her armies, 
but the fury of tho elenit nts, had saved 
thfm fiom dangei in the most vulner 
iblo part of their dominions While 
these consideiations are fitted to abate 
tho confidence of the mva<iu, thty are 
calculated at the time -to "weaken 
an oveineeuing reliance on naval su 
penonty, and to demonstrate, that the 
on}> defence on hich ceitoin ti uat can 
bo placed, even by an insular power, is 
well disciplined army, and the pa¬ 
triotism of its own subjects 

80 It 18 a curious subject for specu 
lation, Mhat might have been the lesult 
hod Hoche sueceeded in landing wiibi 
twenty five thousand of his beat tniops 
on the Irish shores To those who con 
feider indeed, the patriotic spirit, in 
domitable valour, and preserving cho- 
lactcr of the Bntish people, and the 
complete command they had of the sea, 
the final iB<iue of such a contest caimot 
appear doubtfhl, but it is equally evi 
dent that the addition of such a force, 
and so able a Commander, to the pt o 
digious and oxganised body of Insh 
m^contenta, would have engendered a 
dreadful domestic war, and that the 
whole eneigies of the ompixe might P>t 
a very longpmiod have been employed 
in saving itself from dismembei-ment 
When it IS recollected, also, how widely 
the spint of discontent was diffused 
even through the fiopulation ot Grciib 


Britain at that period, Su what a for 
midable manner it soorwlttei broke out 
in the mutmy at the Noic, and what 
eerious financial emborrassmeuts weie 
ahoody pre'ssing upon the treasury, and 
piepacmg the cixais which led to the 
BUBpeusiou of cash payments lu the 
following spnng,^it must be admitted 
that the nation then stood upon the 
edge of on abyss, and that, if e\ ei Pi o 
Yidenco interferes in human affairs 
otherwise than by the energy which ij/ 
mfuses intc^ti^e causo of lusticc, ana 
tho moiul laws which tUo deeds of 
dec tgents aie rendered subsemtut, its 
protection never appeal ed in eo reiaark 
able a manner to the Biitish islands 
since the winds and the waves, two 
hundred years before dispersed tho 
Spanish Armament With tiuthwaa 
it sold at the time, * The goodness of 
Fxevidence to us has exhibited a second 
Aimoda Oncemoit wroteLoidllivers, 

* hifilavib Ueus et dissipuitur 

HI The dose of thife y t or was marked 
by the death of the Jbmpi ess Catheruu, 
and the dcc( anion of the Lmpeioi Paul 
to the Russian throne— an event of no 
pmall importance to the futuic fat< of 
the war and deetmy ot the woild 
Shortly before her death, she had by 
ait and fiatteiy contrived to odd Cour 
land to her immense donumons She 
had recently made hcrseli iniatreEm of 
Dei bend lu Pensia, and the alliance 
"With Great Britain and Austria secured 
to her the concuirence of these powers 
m her favourite project of dismember¬ 
ing the 1 urkish dominions, and, placing 
her youngest son on the throne ^ Con 
stantine. She thus seemed to be fast 
approaching the grand object of her 
desire, and might have Lved to see the 
cross planted on the dome of St Sophut^ 
when death interrupted all her schemes 
of ambition, in the sixty seventh year 
of her age, and the thirty sixth of her 
reign. Her latest project was the for¬ 
mation of a powerfmconfederaigr fbrtJue 
tleRjnojof Eutope againet tdie Prsnaht 
Repubnc, and she hod f^ven ordem 
for ^ le^ of a hundred and fifty thou¬ 
sand men, intended to take a paxt m 
the German campoigiis—a design wkiol^ 
if cM:Tied into effect by hei fim andm- 
tiepid hand, might have auodielrftted^ 
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bynoariy twen^ yeata, the catastrophe 
wlueh dosed war 

82 Few soveieigna will occupy a 
more oonaptcuoiis place lu the page of 
history^ or have left, is regards then 
cx»»duct on the throne, a more iiiark*"d 
reputation Prudent in oouucil^ and 
intrepid in conduct, \ aiitious in form 
ing resolutions, but Vigorous in carry 
iijig them into execution ambitious, 
^but of gi eat and splendid objects only, 

_Louately fond of glory, without liio 

^oy at least in puLbe a|fa 4 |n, of soidid 
or vulgai inclinations discerning inthe 
choice of her counsellors, and swayed 
m matters of state generally hy lofty 
intelleoto, mumiioent in public, bbeml 
in pnvate,firm m resolution, un weaned 
m purpose, she dignified a despotic 
throne by the magnanimity and pn 
tnotism of a more virtuous ago But 
theie great qualities were counterbal 
anced by as i-emarkable vices, and 
more truly perhaps of her than of the 
Virgin Queen of England it might be 
said, in Burleigh s woids, " that if to 
day she was more than man, to mor 
row she would be leas than woman ’ 
Vehement, sensual, and capncious in 
pnvato life, she seemed as a woman 
to live only for the gratification of her 
passions, her successive lovers, under 
tthe name of favountes, formed os regu 
lar 4 part of hei establishment os her 
ministers of state, and received a much 
laiger share of herrevenues, tyrannical, 
overheating, and sometimes cruel m her 
administra^on, she filled her subjects 
wtthunbounded awe for her authority 
LikeHenr) VIII of England, she spar^ 
neither man m her lust, nor woman in 
her hate She was not always able to 
withstand the influence of her favour 
ites in afikirs of sta^ , they were fre 
quently selected from the officers of 
her guard, for no other quabty but per 
eonm beauty^ ^d many of the worst 
acts of her g^emmept may be traced 
to ihetr ascendancy In the lustre of 
her administration, howdver, tbp cai^er 
of her nctones, and the rapid progress 
of her subjects under so abl^a 
meat, mankind forget her dissolute 
matters, the oceaaional Ovation of un 
aamions, ty 
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nalfsed hci acco'Hsign to tlie thicue 
they overlooked tho fi ulties ofitho 
woman ui the dignity of the pnnccss 
and paid to the abilities and splendour 
of the Scnuraims of the north that in 
voluntary homage which commanding 
qualities on the throne never fail to sc 
cure, even when stained by iriegulai 
ities in pi ivato life * 

83 The end of the h ime a ear w it 
nessed tho i esignatiou of the presidein. y 
of the United States of Ameiica by 
Ucnoral Washington, and his voluntaiy 
retirement into piivato life Modem 
historj has not amoio spotless charac 
ter to commemorate Invincible in re 
solution, turn in conduct, incorruptible 
in integntj, he bionght to the helm of 
i victoiious republic the simplicity 
and innocence of rural life, he was 
forced into greatness by circumstances 
lather th^ui led into it by inclmation 
and prevailed over his enemies lathcr 
by the wisdom of his designs, and tho 
perseverance of his character, than bj 
any extraordinary gemus for the art of 
war A Boldiei from necessity and p i 
tnotism rather than disposition, he was 
the first to recommend a return to pn 
cifio counsels when the mdependonce 
of hiH country was seemed, and be¬ 
queathed to his countrymen an address 
on leaving their government, to which 
there are few compositions of unin 
spired wisdom which can beai a com 

* The elegant flatter} of France applied to 
the Empress the noble lines of Voltaire m the 
perhaps written with that \ery 

view —* 

* Duede S4iniraxaU leabeauxjourapleiusdo 

ffloirc 

Ei&oentoe moment houreux oumalhcur 
eiix 

Qm d un Ihtal h 3 rmon brisa lo joug affreux 
Ninus en vous chassant de son lit et du 
tr6ne 

En vousperdant madamc oflt perdu Babj 
lorn 

Pour le bien des morals lous pr^vlntes sos 
coups, 

Sabylone etla terro avaient bosom do vous 
Etqumsoausde^cftusotdetravaux utiles 
bee orides deserts par Vous rendus fcHiles 
{jss sauvages humains soumis au freln dcs 
lots, 

1 jcs 01 ^ dans nos cii^s naissant h votre voi*^ 
Cea bardis itonumcna qua 1 universxidniire 
Les acclamations do co puiSsaut empire 
Sent autantdo tdmoins dont le cri glorieax 
Addpos^ pour vousau tribunal desdioux 

* Act 1 scene 5 
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pariBiia * He wae modest without dft 
, sensible to the voice of fame 
without vanity , independent and dig 
iiihed without either aapenty or pnde 
Ho was a fnend to liberty, but not to 
licentiousness—not to the dreams of 
enthusiasts, but to those practical ideas 
which America had inhented from hei 
British descent, and which weie op 
posed to nothing so much as the ex 
travagant love oi power in the Fiench 
democracy Accordingly, after having 
signalised his life by successful lesist 
ance to Fnghsh oppression, he closed 
it by the warmest ^vice to cultivate 
the friendship of Great Bntam, and 
exerted his whole mfluence, shortly be 
foie his resignation, to effect the con 
elusion of a treaty of friendly and com ^ 
meicial mteicoui'se between the mother 
country and its emancipated offspring 
11c w IS a Cromwell without his ambi 
lion , a &ylla without his crimes, and, 
afbei having raised his country, by his 

* fhis groat mau obsorves in tliat admir 
ibic comjKisition Towards the preservation 
ot your t,overnment and the permancuce of 
vuur pi'esoiit happy state it is requisite not 
>iily tint you aiscouutenanco itrogularop 
positions to its acknowledged authonti but 
ilso that >ou resist with care the spiiit of 
ijinov ittou upon its principles bowover spo 
uoiis tho pretexts Cue metiiod of assault 
III ly be bo eflect in the forms of the const! 
Tuthm alterations which will impair the en 
uigy of the system and thus to undermine 

I)at cannot be du'eotly overthrown. In aH 
the changes to which you may be iiivited, 
loiucrnber that time and habit are at least as 
necessary to tlx the true cluuractor of govern 
mont os of other human institutions Uiat 
oxporiinout 18 tlie surt<tt standard by whieh 
to tost tho real nmdeuoy of tho existing oon 
stitutionof a comitiy that &ciUty in changes, 
upon the nicro credit of hypothesis and opin 
lou Lvposes to perpetual change from the 
cadkss vanety of hypothesis and opinion , 
and remember ospeciaUy that^ for the effl 
cicut management of your common luterests 
in a country so extexi^ve os ours a govern 
ineiit of 08 much vigour isiaoonsistentwith 
the perfect security nf liberty Is indispen 
sable Libert) Itscllwulfindinsuchagovem 
menfc with powers properly distrlbu&d and 
adjusted its surest gufrdUo It is Indeed 
iitUe else than a name where the govern 
meiit is too fteble to withstand the entegr 
pnSes of faction, to confine oaoh member 


exertions, to the rank of aSindependent 
state, he closed hu cai*eeli^y a volun¬ 
tary relinquishment of the powerwhich 
a gi-at^ul peoplle had bestowed. If it 
IS the%igh^ glory of England to hare 
given birth, even amidst Transatlantic 
wilds, to such a ma^ and if she cannot 
number him amon/those who have ex 
tended her provmces or augmented her 
dominions, she may at least feel a lem 
timate piide in the viotones which he 
achieve^ and the great qualities which. 
he exhibited,m ^eoont^twith herself, 
and indulge with Ataifaction in the re¬ 
flection, that that vast empire, which 
uei^ier the ambition of Louie XlV nor 
the power of N apeleon could di amamber, 
received its hrst shock from the courage 
which she had communicated to her own 
oifspnog, and that, amidst the convul 
Bions and revolutions of other states, leal 
liberty has arisen in that nation alone, 
which inhented m its veins the genuine 
prmciples of British freedom 

the society within tbo limits prescribed by 
the laws and to maintain oil m the aeann 
and tranquil ez^joyment of the rights of pen 
son and property 

Let mo now warn you In the most so 
lemn manner against the bonefui ofibets of 
the spirit of party generally It is unfeitu 
nately inseparable from our natutn, having 
Its roots in the strongest passions of tho hu 
man mind It exists under different shapes 
m all governments more or less stified, oon 
trolled, or Oppressed but m those of the po 
pulor form it is seen in its greatest rank^ss, 
audit is truly their worst enemy Theaiter 
note dottnniou of one ^kctinn over another 
inarpened by thespirit ofiovengonatui^ to 
party discussion whicb in different i^es ai>d 
countries, has perpetrated the most horrid 
enprroiti^ is itself a most horrid despo^ki. 
But this letkls at length to a more fonziai 
permanent despotism disorders and 
miseries which result, gradually the 

minds of men to seek securi^ and repose hi 
the absolute power of a single t^ivimiar, 
and sooner or later ihe chiefof aoioei^revail 
lugtkction, mc»e ableor in<Kre fortunate than 
his oomperiiora, turns this ndesp^Ssm to the 
purposCTofhlsowneJevatton ontheralnsof 
public uberiy What woni% to be i^ken 
by the fbundw of the American Bepublin 
tlmrefaser of the American crown atathhe 
whcA the career at Napoleon had ootn^ 

menced irfBurope!—Ami XUviU 
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